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subsequently built campus buildings. The buildings are physically and spatially tied together by an 
extensive set of walkways and roadways. 
The inn was built in 1803 to cater to travelers along the Baltimore Turnpike (Route 1). The building 
and surrounding land were donated to the state in the 1850s for the creation of an agricultural 
college, and it has served as faculty housing, an agricultural experiment station, and an 
administrative office. The Federal style building was more than doubled in size during a 1930 
expansion. The building is also contributing to the University of Maryland, College Park historic 
district. 
Established in 1889 as a gridded subdivision, the district includes 32 blocks and 250 properties 
designed as a residential community for middle and upper class residents generally associated with 
the adjacent university. Homes range in size from small, one-story Bungalows to three-story, 
high-style homes built in the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Mission, and Art Moderne styles, 
among others. The district is bounded by UMD, Baltimore Avenue, Paint Branch Parkway, Columbia 
Avenue, and Calvert Road 
Founded in 1909, the airport is believed to be the world’s oldest continually operating air facility. 
The grounds were leased by the U.S. Army to establish an airfield and training facility; Wilbur 
Wright was an early instructor. Although none of the original airport buildings exist today, the 
foundations of five wooden hangars are visible in the landscape. 
Located within the Old Town College Park historic district (as a contributing resource), this district is 
a small subset of residential development constructed during the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries. The four-block area, which includes single-family homes and multi-family 
buildings, is bounded by College Avenue, CSXT Railroad, Calvert Road, and Rhode Island Avenue. 
The district is an early twentieth century planned subdivision which partially overlaps with the Old 
Town College Park Historic District. The Calvert family’s Rossborough farm and Riversdale 
Plantation was platted out into hundreds of single-family lots between 1907 and 1921, with 
additional expansion after 1928. The district includes 375 properties along gridded streets lined 
with plantings and sidewalks. Architectural styles include Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and 
Craftsman; non-residential buildings include a school and a post office. The district is bounded by 
Calvert Road, Bowdoin Avenue, Erskine Road, Calvert Park, Albion Road, and Baltimore Avenue. 
Situated on a 9.5-acre parcel, the M-NCPPC Regional Headquarters complex includes a main office 
building, surrounding parking areas, and a series of connecting trails. The Prince George’s County 
headquarters is housed in a 1965 International-style structure on this site. 


The central 19-mile segment of the parkway is owned and operated by the NPS. The roadway was 
designed in 1942 to standards that would facilitate war-time traffic associated with defense 
activities; its primary purpose upon completion was to alleviate commuter congestion. Comprising a 
divided highway with four wide travel lanes, tree-lined medians, and perimeter greenways, the 
parkway contains picturesque structural elements with decorative treatments. The bridges over 
Riverdale Road within the Purple Line APE were reconstructed in 1995 and are therefore not 
considered as contributing elements to the historic district. 

This 2.7-acre site, located in the median of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, was identified by a 
Phase | archeological survey in 2011. It is characterized by artifact scatter and the presence of 
concrete foundation remains dating from the late 19" Century through the early 20" Century. 
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Fligibility & 
Applicable 
Criteria! 
Eligible, 
A&C 
08/2011 


Eligible, 
A&C 
11/2012 


Eligible, 
A&C 
09/2012 


Eligible, 
A&C 
12/2012 


Listed, 
A 
09/1977 


Eligible, 
A 
09/12 


Listed, 
A&C 
12/2002 


Eligible, 
C 
03/2012 
Listed, 
A&C 
05/1991 
11/2012 


Phase II 
Testing 


Needed, A&D 
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4.0 Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation 


Table 4-20. Eligible /Listed Historic Properties within the Purple Line APE (continued) 


Eligibility & 


Applicable 





Inventory # Historic Property 
PG: 72-68 Martins Woods 





This small, heavily wooded neighborhood was originally designed as the summer residence of Dean 
Martin, a U.S. Forest Service employee. Six wooden and one stone dwelling were built in the late 
1930s and early 1940s to provide a purposeful connection to the natural environment for 
residents. The buildings embody the characteristics of a Rustic-style vernacular and are located 
along a long, curvilinear drive. 





Description Criteria’ 
Eligible, 
( 
06/2012 










"Applicable Criteria: (A) properties that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; (B) properties that are associated 
with the lives of persons significant in our past; (C) properties that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent the work of a 
master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. 


Table 4-21. Summary of Effects to Eligible /Listed Historic Properties 


Historic Property 





Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School 
Columbia Country Club 


Preston Place 


Rock Creek Park Montgomery County Survey Area 


Metropolitan Branch, B&0 Railroad 
Talbot Avenue Bridge 

Woodside Historic District 

The Falkland Apartments 

Old Silver Spring Post Office 

First Baptist Church of Silver Spring 
Montgomery Blair High School 

Sligo Creek Parkway 

Sligo Adventist School 

University of Maryland, College Park, 


Rossborough Inn 
Old Town College Park Historic District 
College Park Airport 


College Lawn Station 

Calvert Hills Historic District 

M-NCPPC Dept. of Parks and Recreation Regional 
Headquarters 

Baltimore-Washington Parkway 

(Gladys Noon Spellman Pkwy) 

Area K Domestic Site 

Martins Woods 


Effect 
No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 
No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system and reintroduction of rail service 
primarily within county ROW; minor changes to the existing golf cart underpasses, greens and 
modification of the north side of the existing berm on which the former railroad operated; project 
would not compromise the ability of the resource fo convey its significance. 


No Adverse Effect; alteration of viewshed due to the overhead contact system 

No Adverse Effect; introduction of two new bridges and the overhead contact system 
Adverse Effect; removal of contributing element 

Adverse Effect; removal 

No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 

Adverse Effect; demolition of contributing elements 

No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 

No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system and physical elements 
No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system 

No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system and physical elements 
No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 

No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system and physical elements through the 


campus; project would not compromise the ability of the resource to convey its significance. Majority of 
improvements will be along existing roadways which have been altered over the past 25 years. 

No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system 

No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts fo this property 

No Adverse Effect; the Preferred Alternative would be aligned in existing travel lanes on Paint Branch 
Parkway. The Parkway occupies a corner of the historic property, having been built in 1977 subsequent 
to the National Register listing and historic boundary definition. Paint Branch Parkway is not a 
contributing element fo the historic property. MTA would not acquire the property the Preferred 
Alternative would occupy. The Preferred Alternative would not diminish the integrity of 
character-detining features that render the College Park Airport eligible for the NRHP. 


No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 
No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts fo this property 
No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 


No Adverse Effect; introduction of the overhead contact system and physical elements 


No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 
No Effect; no direct or indirect impacts to this property 
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As a result of the effects assessments documenta- 
tion, the FTA determined that there will be an 
adverse effect to three historic properties. The 
project was determined to have no effect to ten 
properties and no adverse effect to ten properties. 


Based on the Section 106 effects assessments, the 
FTA determined that the proposed project would 
have an Adverse Effect on historic properties. 


Columbia Country Club (No Adverse Effect) 

The Columbia Country Club is located on two 
irregularly shaped parcels of land separated by the 
Georgetown Branch of the B&O Railroad (now 
occupied by the Georgetown Branch Interim Trail). 
The railroad predates the Columbia Country Club, 
having been completed in 1909 as a short freight 
line running between Silver Spring and Georgetown 
in Washington, DC. The Columbia Country Club 
was designed around the railroad. 


The Columbia Country Club is an early 20th 
century golf course designed by noted architect 
Frederic Pyle and is Eligible under NRHP Criteria A 
and C. The alignment of the Preferred Alternative 
has been shifted slightly to the north outside the 
county-owned Georgetown Branch right-of-way. 
The right-of-way was previously determined not 
eligible for the NRHP on April 11, 2002 as the 
corridor was found to have lost integrity. The 
Georgetown Branch Interim Trail, which is located 
within the County-owned land, is enclosed by a 
chain link fence. 


The Purple Line transitway (including its overhead 
contact system) and the Capital Crescent Trail 
would be primarily within the existing County 
right-of-way. No stations or other large-scale, 
above-ground elements are proposed where the 
corridor runs between the two parcels that comprise 
the Columbia Country Club. 


Montgomery County, MTA, and the Columbia 
Country Club have agreed on the design of the 
Preferred Alternative through the Club. The 
Preferred Alternative minimizes impacts to the golf 
course facilities located within and adjacent to the 
county-owned right-of-way, including parts of 
Holes 14, 15, and 17, as well as landscaping, two 
existing cart tunnels under the right-of-way, and 
cart paths. 
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Consultation 

Initially, MTA proposed the Preferred Alternative 
on an alignment centered in the County-owned 
right-of-way. In this configuration, MTA would not 
have had to acquire additional right-of-way from 
the Columbia Country Club to accommodate the 
transitway and trail. Because several greens and tees 
are located in the County-owned right-of-way, the 
project would have impacted golf course elements 
and landscaping on both sides of the existing trail. 
During extensive consultation between MTA and 
the Columbia Country Club, the Club expressed 
concerns about potential effects to the views from 
the clubhouse to the south. Consequently, the 
County, MTA, and the Club agreed to design 
modifications in this location, including a slight 
shift of the Preferred Alternative to the north. By 
making the shift, existing golf course elements 
(historic Holes 1, 15, 17, and 18) and landscaping in 
right-of-way on the south side fo the alignment 
would be preserved. On the north side of the right- 
of-way, the shift will require a relocation of Hole 14. 


As part of building the Preferred Alternative, MTA 
would construct retaining walls along the right- 
of-way to minimize the limits of project disturbance 
from construction. To overcome the large differ- 
ence in elevation, MTA will construct a series of 
shorter walls in a terraced configuration along part 
of the north side of the alignment. In many places, 
4-foot high solid parapet noise panels would be 
installed. MTA is coordinating with the Club 
regarding the re-design of the green at Hole 14; this 
minor change would not diminish the characteris- 
tics that render the hole a contributing element. 


Preliminary Finding of Effect 

The reintroduction of rail service in the former 
railroad right-of-way would create an effect but 
would not diminish the integrity of the historic 
property and would not constitute an adverse effect. 
The project elements to be within the county- 
owned right-of-way and within the boundary of the 
Club property are relatively minor; close consul- 
tation with the property owner has led to an agreed- 
upon context sensitive design. 


In summary, although the Preferred Alternative 
would introduce new elements into the landscape, 
within the historic property boundary, these 
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changes would not alter the Columbia Country 
Club’s historic integrity related to location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. The resource would retain its integrity 
and ability to convey its significance. The property 
would remain intact with its early 20th century 
clubhouse, panoramic views, and historic course 
layout. The Preferred Alternative would have no 
adverse effect on the Columbia Country Club. 


Preston Place (No Adverse Effect) 

Preston Place is eligible under NRHP Criteria A and 
C. Although the Preston Place property is adjacent 
to the Preferred Alternative, a rail corridor had 
existed there for over 50 years prior to the con- 
struction of these dwellings. Therefore, while the 
Preferred Alternative would alter the setting and 
feeling of the viewshed from the historic property, 
it would not diminish the characteristics that 
render the Preston Place property eligible for the 
NRHP. The Preferred Alternative would have no 
adverse effect on Preston Place. 


Rock Creek Park Montgomery County Survey Area (No 
Adverse Ettect) 

The Rock Creek Park Montgomery County Survey 
Area is eligible under NRHP Criterion A. To satisfy 
Section 106 requirements for identifying and 
assessing the effects of this project, only the area of 
the park within the APE was evaluated rather than 
the entire Rock Creek Park. The proposed transit- 
way and Capital Crescent Trail would be aligned 
within the existing county-owned right-of-way, 
which is the non-eligible Georgetown Branch rail 
corridor. In 2002, the MHT determined that the 
Georgetown Branch of the B&O Railroad was not 
eligible for the NRHP because its historic integrity 
had been compromised. The new elements would 
be entirely within the former rail corridor. While 
the Preferred Alternative would introduce new 
visual elements (i-e., the transitway including its 
overhead contact system, the Capital Crescent Trail, 
and the bridges carrying the transitway and the trail 
across Rock Creek), it would not diminish the 
park’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association. Therefore, the 
Preferred Alternative would have no adverse effect 
on the Rock Creek Park Montgomery County 
Survey Area. 
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Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad (Adverse Effect) 
The Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad is 
eligible under NRHP Criteria A and C. The project 
includes two elements that would affect the 
resource: a portion of the right-of-way would be 
acquired for the Preferred Alternative and trail, and 
the Talbot Avenue Bridge would be removed and 
replaced. 


A portion of the Preferred Alternative and trail 
would be located within the CSXT right-of-way, 
impacting approximately 1.83 acres of the historic 
resource. The impacted land area is primarily 
ballast track bed with no aboveground railroad 
infrastructure. 


Removal of the historic Talbot Avenue Bridge’, a 
contributing element to the Metropolitan Branch of 
the B&O Railroad, would alter the integrity of this 
historic property by diminishing the property's 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association. The removal of bridge would render the 
bridge no longer eligible for the NRHP. Because 
Preferred Alternative would require removing the 
contributing Talbot Avenue Bridge, the project 
would have an adverse effect on the Metropolitan 
Branch of the B&O Railroad. 


Talbot Avenue Bridge (Adverse Effect) 

Talbot Avenue Bridge is eligible under NRHP 
Criterion C. The bridge would be removed as part 
of the Purple Line project. It is representative of 
the industrial modifications that occurred along the 
rail system in the first quarter of the twentieth 
century. The modifications were typically associated 
with improvements in technology related to both 
materials and structural components. Removal of 
the bridge would render it no longer eligible for the 
NRHP as an individual property as it would remove 
all integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. The 
Preferred Alternative would have an adverse effect 
on the Talbot Avenue Bridge. 


4 It should be noted that Talbot Avenue Bridge, is both individually 
eligible for the NRHP and eligible as a contributing element within 
the Metropolitan Branch of the B&O Railroad historic property. 
Impacts are assessed to the property first as a contributing element, 
and second as an individual historic property. 
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Falkland Apartments (Adverse Effect) 

The Falkland Apartments is eligible under NRHP 
Criterion C. The northeastern boundary of the 
Falkland Apartments complex overlaps the 
Preferred Alternative limit of disturbance. Two 
sections of two apartment buildings and sur- 
rounding lands, identified as contributing elements 
to the historic property, would be demolished to 
implement the Preferred Alternative. In addition, 
parking areas within the historic property boundary 
would be removed from the apartment complex to 
incorporate the land into the project. Demolition of 
portions of the historic property would diminish its 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association. The Preferred Alternative would have 
an adverse effect on The Falkland Apartments. 


First Baptist Church of Silver Spring (No Adverse Effect) 

The First Baptist Church of Silver Spring is eligible 
under NRHP Criterion C. The Preferred 
Alternative would be located in the center of 
Wayne Avenue, which is bounded by sidewalks and 
lined with above-ground utilities. The transitway 
would be a new element within the viewshed of the 
historic Church property; however, as a 
transportation use, the Preferred Alternative would 
not be a visual departure from other transportation- 
related elements and utilities already in the 
viewshed. This alteration would not diminish the 
church’s location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association. The Preferred 
Alternative would have no adverse effect on the 
First Baptist Church of Silver Spring. 


Montgomery Blair High School (No Adverse Effect) 

The Montgomery Blair High School is eligible 
under NRHP Criterion C. The Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the center of Wayne Avenue in 
the vicinity of the building. MTA would relocate the 
existing driveway to the school and redesign the 
school’s parking lot, west of the building to enable 
roadway widening to accommodate the transitway. 
The driveway and parking lot modifications would 
occur well outside of the boundary of the property 
and would not detract from the significance of the 
resource. 


The introduction of the Preferred Alternative in the 
center of Wayne Avenue would not impact the 
characteristics that make the Montgomery Blair 
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High School significant. The school’s viewshed has 
previously been modified by the addition of 
non-contributing elements associated with the 
building (most notably, building additions and 
parking lots). Additionally, Wayne Avenue contains 
a variety of modern transportation-related 
elements. Finally, there are currently many above- 
ground transmission lines, cable lines, and electrical 
lines carried on poles along both sides of Wayne 
Avenue in front of the building, adding visual 
clutter to the setting. Due to all of these existing 
setting characteristics, the Preferred Alternative 
would not diminish the characteristics that render 
the historic property eligible for the NRHP. The 
Preferred Alternative would have no adverse effect 
on the Montgomery Blair High School. 


Sligo Creek Parkway (No Adverse Effect) 

The Sligo Creek Parkway is eligible under NRHP 
Criteria A and C. The Preferred Alternative would 
be located on Wayne Avenue through Sligo Creek 
Park, crossing the Sligo Creek Parkway at grade. 
The Preferred Alternative would include the 
overhead contact system, but no other associated 
aboveground elements would be visible from the 
historic parkway. The current setting is mature trees 
and shrubs; no significant viewsheds are present 
either toward the crossing or from the crossing to 
the north or south. The bridge carrying Wayne 
Avenue over Sligo Creek was reconstructed in 2004 
and is not a contributing element. While the 
proposed overhead contact system would be a 
minor change to the viewshed to and from the 
parkway, the transitway would not diminish the 
characteristics that render the Sligo Creek Parkway 
eligible for the NRHP. The Preferred Alternative 
would have no adverse effect on Sligo Creek 
Parkway. 


University of Maryland, College Park (No Adverse Effect) 

The district is significant under NRHP Criterion A 
for its role in the development of higher education 
and agriculture in Maryland and NRHP Criterion C 
for its collection of Colonial Revival and Georgian 
Revival collegiate buildings. The period of signifi- 
cance of the historic district is from 1856 to 1961. 
The Preferred Alternative would cross through a 
portion of the NRHP-eligible historic district 
boundaries. Within the APE of the project, there are 
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38 contributing resources and 25 non-contributing 
resources to the district. 


Stations within the District 


MTA planned the Purple Line in consultation with 
UMD officials to provide access to the center of the 
UMD campus for students, faculty, and campus 
visitors. Two transit stations are proposed within 
the historic district. 


Campus Center station would be toward the 
western end of the district on Campus Drive near 
the Cole Student Activities Building. It would have 
a side platform configuration and. would generally 
occupy the existing Campus Drive footprint, with 
minor widening, to the east of the Cole Student 
Activities Building., Cole Student Activities Build- 
ing is a contributing resource within the district. 
The station would be at grade; the platform and 
shelter would not detract from the contributing 
status of the property, or from the Historic District 
as a whole. At this location, Campus Drive currently 
has two through travel lanes, a parking lane on the 
south side, and a bus pull-out with bus shelters on 
the north side of Campus Drive. All of the contri- 
buting buildings in the vicinity of Campus Center 
station are set well back from the road. The station 
in this location would not have an adverse effect on 
any of the contributing buildings in this vicinity or 
on the historic district as a whole. 


East Campus station would be built along Ross- 
borough Drive, east of US 1. The station would 
consist of an at-grade platform and shelter along the 
roadway. Rossborough Drive in this location has 
three travel lanes, a concrete sidewalk along the 
north side of the road, and a narrow island, con- 
crete walkway, and parking lot along the south side 
of the road. Given the existing transportation 
features of Rossborough Drive and its surround- 
ings, as well as the minimal elements of the station, 
East Campus station would not diminish the 
characteristics that make the district or its 
contributing elements eligible for the NRHP. East 
Campus station would have no adverse effect on the 
elements of the district or the historic district as a 
whole. 
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Transitway within the District 

The Preferred Alternative transitway would be a 
new transportation element crossing through the 
historic district. However, the transitway would run 
primarily within existing roadways within the 
western two-thirds of the district, on Campus Drive 
and Union Drive, both of which have been 
upgraded and widened during the late 20th century. 
Additional modifications to the roadways have 
included new sidewalks, street furniture, modern 
lighting, bus pull outs, and planting and land- 
scaping. The introduction of the transitway along 
these existing streets would not create any adverse 
effects to the historic district as it is a continuation 
of transportation use along these routes. The 
introduction of the overhead contact system along 
these routes would be a new visual element, but 
there are currently modern street lights, signage, 
and bus shelters along the roads, which are all 
modern elements. The introduction of the overhead 
contact system would be a change, but would not be 
an adverse effect. 


The transitway would cross the modern traffic circle 
at Regents Drive before traversing a small portion 
of lawn to the north of the Eppley Recreation 
Center, and then continuing eastward, adjacent to a 
modern parking lot, to US 1. The transitway would 
cross over US 1 along Rossborough Drive between 
the two contributing buildings as well as large 
modern parking lots. In consultation with UMD 
officials, MTA integrated the Preferred Alternative 
into the campus and aligned it primarily on existing 
roadways and other non-contributing elements. As 
a result, the transitway would not diminish the 
characteristics that make the district or its 
contributing elements eligible for the NRHP. 


No contributing buildings would be impacted by 
the Preferred Alternative. Small portions of open 
land would be crossed by the Preferred Alternative, 
but these areas were undeveloped through the 1960s 
and post-date the district’s period of significance. 
Overall, the Preferred Alternative would be a new 
element crossing through the historic district, 
creating an effect, but the project would not create 
impacts that would substantially diminish the 
resource’s integrity of design, setting, workmanship, 
feeling, and association. All elements that make the 
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University of Maryland, College Park, Historic 
District eligible, including its buildings, overall 
layout, and contributing historic open spaces, 
would remain intact and the district would retain its 
integrity and ability to convey its significance. The 
Preferred Alternative would have no adverse effect 
on the University of Maryland, College Park 
Historic District. 


Rossborough Inn (No Adverse Etfect) 

The Rossborough Inn is eligible under NRHP 
Criteria A and C. It is historically associated with 
adjacent transportation facilities since the building 
was originally erected in 1803 as a roadside tavern. 
Over the years, the original roadway (US 1) to 
which the inn is oriented has been widened, while 
the area around the historic inn has developed 
from a rural enclave to an educational campus, and 
ultimately to what is now a suburban corridor. The 
proposed transitway would be on the roadway on 
the north side of the inn, in an area where a 
roadway, a parking lot, and other modern 
transportation-related elements already exist. While 
the proposed project would add the transitway and 
an overhead contact system, no other above- 
ground, project-related changes are proposed. The 
setting adjacent to the inn has been heavily altered, 
and the construction of the transitway would not 
change any of the characteristics that make the 
resource eligible for the NRHP. The Preferred 
Alternative would have no adverse effect on the 
Rossborough Inn. 


College Park Airport (No Adverse Effect) 

Founded in 1909, College Park Airport claims to be 
the world’s oldest continually operating airport. The 
grounds on which the airport stands were leased by 
the U.S. Army in 1909 for the establishment of an 
inaugural airfield for this portion of the country. 
The airport also offered flight instructions to local 
individuals. One of the first instructors was aviation 
pioneer Wilbur Wright, who achieved fame with his 
brother at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, a decade 
earlier. Although none of the original airport 
buildings is extant, the foundations of five wooden 
hangars are still in existence. One of these was later 
reused as the underpinning of a maintenance 
building. This structure now houses an aviation 
museum. Because of its notable association with 
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aviation history, the College Park Airport was listed 
in the NRHP in 1977 under Criterion A. 


The Preferred Alternative would run to the west of 
the airport and will be located on a portion of the 
historic property, where the alignment barely clips 
the historic property boundary. In this area, the line 
runs on Paint Branch Parkway, an existing roadway 
that is included in the 1977 NRHP boundary, which 
appears to adhere to an earlier parcel boundary that 
the parkway now occupies. No significant changes 
will occur in this area because the parkway already 
exists within this small area of the airport’s historic 
property boundaryA retaining wall and a grade 
separation exist between the roadway and the 
airport parcel, thus the roadway (which would 
include the Preferred Alternative) would not be 
visible from most of the airport property 


Although the project involves the installation of 
above-ground wiring along Paint Branch Parkway, 
the new rail components would not be visible from 
most of the airport or any of the early-twentieth 
century foundations due to existing conditions in 
this area. The project would not diminish the 
integrity of character-defining features that render 
this historic property eligible for the NRHP, 
including its location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association. The Preferred 
Alternative would have no adverse effect on the 
historic College Park Airport. 


Baltimore-Washington Parkway (No Adverse Effect) 

The Baltimore-Washington Parkway is listed in the 
NRHP under Criteria A and C. The transitway 
would cross under the Parkway, along the south 
side of Riverdale Road. The Preferred Alternative 
alignment would intersect the southern abutments 
of the existing bridges, thereby necessitating 
replacement of the parkway bridges over Riverdale 
Road with longer bridges. The existing bridges, 
constructed in 1995, are non-contributing elements 
within the historic parkway property. Although the 
Preferred Alternative would result in longer 
parkway bridge spans over Riverdale Road, no 
contributing elements to the historic resource 
would be altered since the parkway bridges are not 
contributing elements to the historic resource. 
Through coordination with the National Park 
Service, the officials with jurisdiction over the 
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affected portion of the parkway, MTA developed a 
compatible replacement bridge design with an 
integrated screen to protect the overhead contact 
system. The screen is designed to protect the 
wires while being visually unobtrusive from the 
parkway. Thus, while bridge replacement and the 
protective screening would slightly alter the 
parkway’s setting and design, the Preferred Alterna- 
tive would not diminish characteristics that make 
the parkway eligible for the NRHP. The Preferred 
Alternative would have no adverse effect on the 
Baltimore- Washington Parkway. 


Avoidance, Minimization and Consultation 


Columbia Country Club 

MTA, through its consultations with the Columbia 
Country Club, has refined the Preferred Alternative 
design by shifting the alignment slightly to the 
north on to Country Club property. This shift 
avoids and minimizes impacts to golf course 
elements, landscaping, and particularly views from 
the clubhouse on the south side of the county- 
owned right-of-way. The shift results in minor 
impacts to the golf course and landscaping on the 
north side of the right-of-way. Minimization 
strategies include shifting the green of Hole 14 (in 
consultation with the Columbia Country Club, and 
constructing terraced retaining walls on the north 
side immediately adjacent to the northern right- 
of-way line. These elements would be designed in 
consultation with the Country Club. The terraced 
area would contain planting areas for suitable 
landscape materials. The shift would avoid impacts 
to four holes, and would results in impacts to Hole 
14, and minor landscape impacts outside of the 
right-of-way. 


MTA will continue to plan and implement the 
project design elements in consultation with the 
Columbia Country Club and the MHT. 


Rock Creek Park Montgomery County Survey Area 

MTA, in coordination with the M-NCPPC, will 
provide transitway and pedestrian structures 
through the Rock Creek Park that include design 
elements to minimize the effects of the project. 
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University ot Maryland College Park 

MTA has coordinated with the University 
extensively and MTA will continue to coordinate 
with UMD regarding the design of the transitway. 


Baltimore-Washington Parkway 

MTA coordinated extensively with the National 

Park Service on the design and construction plans 

for the Purple Line. In addition to what is listed in 

Section 4.6, MTA will implement the following 

minimization measures for the Baltimore- 

Washington Parkway to maintain its historic 

integrity: 

e The permanent replacement bridges of the 
Baltimore- Washington Parkway over Riverdale 
Road will have a similar arch design as the 
existing bridge structures and would include 
horizontal arched shields above the transitway 
overhead wires. 

e The stone facade from the existing bridge 
abutments will be re-used on the new bridge 
abutments. If additional stone is required, it will 
come from the same source or would be 
selected in consultation with the NPS to match 
the existing stone. 

e The catenary wires will be attached to the 
bridges to minimize the number of poles 
throughout the parkway. 

e Landscape Plans will be developed in 
accordance with the Baltimore- Washington 
Parkway Design Elements-Section 2: Parkway 
Landscape-Recommendations, dated April 1984 
and submitted to NPS for review and approval. 

e Protected resources will be identified and 
marked for protection in field prior to 
construction activities (i.e. trees, archeological 
sites). 


Mitigation 

In accordance with Section 106 of the National 

Historic Preservation Act, MTA and the Maryland 

Historical Trust are preparing a Programmatic 

Agreement that outlines commitments and 

mitigations concerning historic and archeological 

resources under Section 106. Preliminary Section 

106 mitigation concepts include: 

e Prepare Historic American Buildings 
Survey/Historic American Engineering Record 
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documentation for the historic properties that 
will be demolished 

e Prepare web-based map providing 
documentation and educational information on 
historic properties within the APE 

e Develop an interpretive plan that will include 
historically themed signage or incorporation of 
historic images at stations 

e Provide Consulting Parties with the 
opportunity to review and comment on project 
plans during engineering design phases 

e Develop a plan to monitor impacts to historic 
properties during construction 

e Continue coordination with Consulting Parties 
throughout design and construction 


FTA will have an executed Programmatic 
Agreement prior to the Record of Decision. MTA 
will implement the project in accordance with the 
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

Short-term and temporary effects were considered 
in all effects assessments. Construction could cause 
short-term effects to listed or eligible sites. MTA 
expects relatively small areas of the proposed 
project corridor would potentially experience 
vibration and noise effects from construction 
activities at any one time. The duration of exposure 
to construction-related vibration and noise at any 
one property would, therefore, be limited. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

MTA will minimize temporary vibration or noise 
effects during construction by evaluating and 
implementing specific materials and construction 
methods as deemed necessary. Additional details on 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation of 
temporary noise and vibration impacts can be 
found in Sections 4.11 and 4.12. 


Mitigation 

MTA will restore all landscaping or other visible 
elements at listed or eligible sites to a condition 
acceptable to the parties with jurisdiction. This 
commitment will be specified in the Programmatic 
Agreement. 
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4.8 Archeological Resources 


This section describes the effects of the Preferred 
Alternative on archeological resources, along with 
strategies MTA has taken to eliminate or reduce 
effects on archeological resources. Additional 
information regarding the archeological resources 
assessment and project effects is presented in 
Section 106 Effects Report/Light Rail Alignment 
Areas Associated with the Purple Line Project as well 
as the Phase IB Archeological Survey of Light Rail 
Alignment Areas Associated with the Purple Line 
Project, Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, 
Maryland. 


4.8.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


One potentially NRHP eligible archeological site is 
located within the APE. The Area K Domestic Site 
(#18PR1032) is a large historic site identified by an 
artifact scatter, along with the presence of concrete 
foundation remains dating from the late-nineteenth 
century through the early-twentieth century, 
possibly associated with the Young tenant farm. 
The 2.7-acre site is located within the property of 
the Baltimore- Washington Parkway. Because of the 
quantity and nature of the artifacts recovered, along 
with existing building foundation remains, the site 
is considered potentially eligible for listing in the 
NRHP under both Criterion A, because of the 
potential for the deposits to offer additional infor- 
mation regarding urbanization of the Riverdale 
area, and Criterion D because of the potential to 
reveal additional information on life in the Western 
Shore Coastal Plain of Maryland during the 
Industrial Urban Dominance Period (1870-1930). 


Results of Phase IA and IB Surveys 


Two previous Phase IA archeological recon- 
naissance level surveys (A.D. Marble, 2002 and PB, 
2010) were undertaken for the alternatives 
evaluated in the AA/DEIS. The initial Phase IA 


° Phase | investigations consist of a combination of background 
research and fieldwork designed to identify resources and define 
site boundaries within a given project area or Area of Potential 
Effect (APE). Phase IA refers to the background research portions of 
these efforts. Frequently, Phase IA efforts are sufficient to 
demonstrate that an area has no potential for archeological 
resources. Phase IB efforts involve fieldwork and archeological 
testing of locations identified during the Phase IA as having 
archeological potential. 
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survey identified 21 areas of archeological potential 
(AAP). Once the Locally Preferred Alternative 
(LPA) was selected, the number of AAPs was 
reduced to 17, as four AAPs were located outside 
the LPA’s area of potential effect. Subsequently, 
after the identification of the Preferred Alternative 
including stations, yard, maintenance facility, and 
TPSS locations, some of the AAPs were expanded 
or adjusted; however, no new AAPs were identified. 


Between April and October 2011, a Phase IB 
archeological survey was completed to investigate 
the 17 AAPs and to re-evaluate the Fire Site 
(18PR0263) and Engineering Research Corporation 
Site (18PR0258), two previously recorded archeo- 
logical sites located within the APE. MTA was not 
granted access to one AAP, Area P. The remaining 
AAPs (Areas A-O, and Q) were evaluated through 
field surveys, which involved walking the AAPs 
looking for surface evidence of disturbance to assess 
whether testing was warranted. Seven AAPs had 
extreme disturbance or excessive slope, reducing 
their potential for preserved archeological deposits 
to the point that further investigation is not 
warranted. Subsurface testing employing shovel test 
pits was performed at the nine remaining AAPs. 
Four of these AAPs (Areas F, H, I, and K) contained 
archeological deposits. Within these four AAPs, five 
new archeological sites were identified (18PR1035 
within Area F, 18PR1036 within Area H, and sites 
18PR1032, 18PR1033, and 18PR1034 within 

Area K). Site 18PR1032 (Area K Domestic Site), 
identified as a late nineteenth to early twentieth 
century domestic site, was determined to be 
potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP. The 
remaining four sites were found to be historic 
artifact scatters and concentrations and determined 
not eligible for the NRHP. 


During the Phase IB survey, the two previously 

recorded sites within the APE were re-evaluated 

and determined to be not eligible for the NRHP. 

Specific information on both previously recorded 

sites is listed below: 

e The Fire Site (18PR0263), identified as a 
prehistoric lithic scatter site, was determined 
eligible in 1985; however, the portion of the site 
within the LPA APE was documented as being 
extensively disturbed and determined to not be 
eligible for listing in the NRHP. 
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e The Engineering Research Corporation (ERCO) 
Site (18PR0258), identified in 1985 as a mid- 
twentieth century airfield and factory site, was 
reevaluated due to redevelopment of the 
property. It was observed that the archeological 
site had suffered significant disturbances and 
was determined not eligible for listing in the 
NRHP. 


4.8.2 Preferred Alternative 


Long-term Operational Effects 

MTA has designed the Preferred Alternative to 
entirely avoid the only potentially eligible resource 
within the APE, the Area K Domestic Site 
(#18PR1032). Therefore, no effect to archeological 
resources is expected as a result of the Preferred 
Alternative. 


Mitigation 
Because no effect to the Area K Domestic Site will 
occur, no mitigation is necessary. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

The proposed temporary bridges to carry 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway over Riverdale 
Road will be constructed between the existing 
ramps and the existing bridges. This will completely 
avoid the archeological site identified in the median 
(see Chapter 5.0 for more information on 
construction activities). 


Short-term project-related effects to the Area K 
Domestic Site would, therefore, not occur as all 
construction access, activities, and disturbance 

would avoid the resource. 


Mitigation 


Mitigation is not warranted. 


49 Visual Resources 


This section describes the effect of the Preferred 
Alternative on visual resources. It discusses the 
methodology used, identifies existing visual 
resources in the study area, and discusses long-term 
and short-term impacts of the Preferred Alterna- 
tive, including minimization strategies and 
mitigation measures. 
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4.9.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


As FTA does not have visual assessment guidelines, 
MTA used FHWA’s Visual Impact Assessment for 
Highway Projects (FHWA 1988) in this analysis. 


The visual assessment study area is 500 feet on 
either side of the Preferred Alternative. An 
inventory was completed to identify the visual 
environment, character, and quality; identify 
visually sensitive areas; and determine viewers. 


The visual environment is the setting of an area, 
including the resources that affect an observer's 
visual experience of an area. Visual character is a 
composite description of the visual resources, 
considering the form, scale, and diversity of 
man-made and natural landscape components. 
Visual quality is the value placed on the visual 
environment according to viewer observation and 
preference. 


A visually sensitive area is one upon which a human 
value has been placed for reasons of historic 
importance, natural beauty, or other reasons. 
Examples of visually sensitive areas in the study area 
are: 

e Parks and other recreational areas, such as the 
stream valley parks and the Georgetown Branch 
right-of-way 

e Roadways that are primarily residential in 
character 

e Master planned or designed districts or 
facilities, such as the Columbia Country Club 
and the UMD campus 


Viewers are the people who are likely to observe the 
visual environment. The major groups of viewers 
who would be affected by the new visual elements of 
the Preferred Alternative have been identified for 
each of the corridor’s ten visual assessment units 
(VAU), which are described below. Such groups 
might include residents, workers who are employed 
in the VAU, visitors who come to the area, transit 
riders, pedestrians, cyclists, or roadway users 
(including motorists, transit riders, pedestrians, and 
cyclists) who travel in or through the VAU. 


To analyze the potential visual effects of the 
Preferred Alternative on the visual environment, as 
experienced by viewers, the study area was divided 
into ten visual assessment units generally based on 
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the cohesiveness of land use and development 

patterns. The VAUs are defined as follows: 

e  VAU 1—Bethesda station to Stewart Avenue 

e VAU 2—Stewart Avenue to Colesville Road 

e VAU 3—Colesville Road to Fenton Street 

e VAU 4—Wayne Avenue to western Plymouth 
Street tunnel portal 

e VAU 5—Eastern Plymouth Street tunnel portal 
to Adelphi Road/West Campus station 

e VAU 6—Adelphi Road/West Campus station 
to US 1 

e VAU 7—US 1 to College Park Metro Station 

e VAU 8—College Park Metro Station and River 
Road 

e  VAU 9—Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale 
Road 

e VAU 10—Veterans Parkway to New Carrollton 
Metro station 


The elements of the Preferred Alternative were 
examined to determine whether or not they would 
affect the visual environment of any sensitive areas 
within each VAU. Effects were rated based on the 
potential for viewers to discern the visual change, 
considering existing visual character and quality of 
the affected area. 


Effects were rated as low, moderate, or high as 
defined below, based on a composite assessment of 
visual character, quality, sensitivity, and the changes 
introduced by the Preferred Alternative: 

e Low visual effect—a slight change in visual 
character or quality, with no substantive effect 
on a visually sensitive area. New visual elements 
would be generally compatible with existing 
visual character, and little to no viewer response 
to visual changes is expected. 

e Moderate visual effect—either (1) a slight 
change in visual character or quality, resulting 
in a high level of viewer response, or (2) an 
extensive change in visual character or quality 
with only a minimal viewer response. New 
visual elements would be somewhat compatible 
with existing visual character and quality. 

e High visual effect—an extensive change to 
visual character or quality, or substantial effect 
on a visually sensitive area. New visual elements 
would be generally incompatible with existing 
visual character and quality, resulting in a high 
level of viewer response. 
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The sections below describe the visual environment 
and quality, and identify likely viewer groups and 
sensitive areas for each of the VAUs. 


VAU 1: Bethesda Station to Stewart Avenue 


VAU 1 is comprised of moderately to heavily 
developed urban land along the Georgetown 
Branch right-of-way from downtown Bethesda, the 
western terminus of the Purple Line, to Stewart 
Avenue in Lyttonsville, the eastern terminus of the 
Georgetown Branch Interim Trail (Figure 4-5). 
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Bethesda is a mature inner ring suburb of 
Washington DC that developed as a streetcar 
suburb. It has an urban central business district and 
residential neighborhoods. To the east are Chevy 
Chase, primarily a low density, lightly wooded 





residential area, and the Columbia Country Club, a 
distinctive, intentionally designed landscape 
(Figure 4-6). Farther east is the forested Rock Creek 
Stream Valley Park (Figure 4-7 and Figure 4-8). 
Beyond the park is Lyttonsville, a mixture of single 
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family homes, high-rise apartment buildings, and 
commercial uses, with light industrial uses along the 
Georgetown Branch right-of-way. 


The Georgetown Branch right-of-way, a former 
railroad corridor, is lined with mature trees and a 
scrub-shrub understory that is separated from 
adjacent properties along much of its length by 
fencing. Also located in this VAU is Rock Creek 
Stream Valley Park, a wooded stream valley with 





several grass recreation fields and a paved trail 
along the creek. The Rock Creek Bridge, a 280-foot 
long, 70-foot tall trestle, is the only prominent 
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man-made structure in the park within the study 
area. East of Rock Creek Stream Valley Park, the 
buffer of vegetation along the Georgetown Branch 
right-of-way becomes thin. The VAU is bisected by 
Connecticut Avenue, a suburban corridor, with 
office, retail, and light industrial uses mixed in scale 
and form. 


Viewers in this VAU include trail users, residents, 
pedestrians, and roadway users. 


This area is considered to have a high degree of 
visual sensitivity because of the mature trees and the 
prominence of the natural environment that 
characterize this part of the park and the trail. 


VAU 2—Stewart Avenue to Colesville Road 


VAU 2 consists of portions of two railroad rights- 
of-way, one unused by rail service, and the other 
currently used for both freight and passenger 
service. For approximately 1,000 feet between 
Stewart Avenue and the CSXT mainline, the 
corridor continues in the Georgetown Branch 
right-of-way through the light industrial area of 
Lyttonsville. The separate Georgetown Branch 
Interim Trail ends at Stewart Avenue and continues 
as a signed route along local roads. The remainder 
of the VAU parallels the CSXT mainline and 
WMATA tracks that run in a depressed 
right-of-way that transitions from wooded banks 
bordering single family residential neighborhoods 
to apartment complexes and suburban-style 
commercial strip centers as it approaches 
downtown Silver Spring. This right-of-way, the 
CSXT Metropolitan Branch right-of-way, is listed 
on the NRHP. The Talbot Avenue Bridge which 
crosses the Metropolitan Branch right-of-way is 
also listed on the NRHP (Figure 4-9) 


Viewers in this VAU include trail users, residents, 
pedestrians, workers, and roadway users. 


Because of the light industrial uses in Lyttonsville 
and the active rail corridor, this area is considered 
one of low visual sensitivity. 
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Figure 4-9. CSX Corridor along Talbot Avenue — Rosemary 
Hills Elementary School in Background 
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VAU 3— Colesville Road to Fenton Street 


VAU 3 is comprised of downtown Silver Spring 
between the Silver Spring Transit Center and the 
intersection of Fenton Street and Wayne Avenue. 
Downtown Silver Spring is a modern urban core, 
with a wide range of commercial, residential, and 
public uses in predominantly medium- and 
high-rise structures. 


Viewers in this VAU include workers, residents, 
pedestrians, transit patrons, and roadway users. 


Busy urban streets characterize this area. Given this, 
the area is considered to have a low degree of visual 
sensitivity. 


VAU 4— Wayne Avenue to Western Plymouth Avenue 


Tunnel Portal 

VAU 4 is the portion of Wayne Avenue in which 
the Preferred Alternative would be constructed on 
the surface. Wayne Avenue is an arterial roadway 
used by five local bus routes. 


In the west, there is an area of mixed uses near 
downtown Silver Spring that transitions to a 
residential neighborhood of predominantly 
mid-twentieth century single family homes along a 
two- to four-lane roadway (Figure 4-10). Land uses 
also include several medium and high-rise apart- 
ment buildings, First Baptist Church, St. Michael’s 
the Archangel Catholic Church, the Silver Spring 
International Middle School, and Sligo Creek 
Elementary School. Mature trees and landscaping 
enhance the residential character of this area. 
Bisected by Sligo Creek and the stream valley park 
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this VAU is characterized by a steep grades 
descending to the creek. 


Viewers in this VAU include residents, pedestrians, 
workers, transit patrons and roadway users. 


This area is considered to have a high degree of 
visual sensitivity due to the residences and the 
mature trees in the area. 





VAU 5 — Eastern Plymouth Street Tunnel Portal to 


Adelphi Road/West Campus Station 

VAU 5 extends along Arliss Street, Piney Branch 
Road, and University Boulevard (Figure 4-11). It is 
an older suburban neighborhood and commercial 


area with many automobile-oriented uses with 
extensive parking lots bordering four- to six-lane 
roadways and scattered parklands. 


Figure 4-11. University Boulevard at New Hampshire Avenue 
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Arliss Street is a five-lane road with two travel lanes, 
parking on both sides and a two-way left turn lane 
in the median. On one side are large parking lots for 
commercial development, and on the other are 
garden apartments and town houses. Piney Branch 
Road is a four-lane arterial flanked by aging garden 
apartments and strip-type commercial uses. Street 
trees are intermittently present along the roadway, 
and the road crosses Long Branch Stream Valley 
Park. The intersection of Piney Branch Road and 
University Boulevard has multiple through lanes, 
and accommodates large amounts of traffic. 


University Boulevard is a heavily-used arterial that 
ranges from four to six lanes wide. In some loca- 
tions parallel service roads provide access to the 
residential buildings, creating an even wider 
transportation right-of-way. The multitude of signs 
and utility poles and lines create a high degree of 
visual clutter (Figure 4-11). The road crosses 
Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park just west of 
Adelphi Road. University Boulevard is lined with 
older garden apartments and strip commercial 
development. There is a high level of pedestrian 
activity in this area, despite the unfavorable built 
environment. 


Viewers in this VAU include workers, residents, 
pedestrians, transit patrons, and roadway users. 


The wide roadway, lack of landscaping, and the 
quantity of signage and utilities make this an area of 
low visual sensitivity. 


VAU 6 —Adelphi Road/West Campus Station to US | 


VAU 6is entirely on the University of Maryland 
campus. The transitway would be primarily on 
existing or planned roadways within the campus. It 
would enter from the west along Campus Drive; 
then follow Presidential Drive to join Union Drive 
(Figure 4-12). Currently this area is primarily 
surface parking lots, but the University Facilities 
Master Plan has identified this area for development 
to include buildings, parking garages, and a new 
street network including the Purple Line. The 
transitway would continue east on Campus Drive to 
Regents Drive. This two-lane roadway adjacent to 
the brick colonial revival style buildings that line 
McKeldin Mall is the main transportation corridor 
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through campus and as such is used by buses, cars, 
and service vehicles. 





From Regents Drive the transitway would turn 


southeast and run between the Engineering Fields 
and Reckord Armory, leaving the campus at the 
intersection of US 1 and Rossborough Drive. The 
eastern portion of this VAU is within the 
university-defined “UMD Historic Core” planning 
district. This portion of the university campus has 
numerous historic buildings and developed 
landscaped areas. The playing fields and lawns, sited 
among a complex of administration and public 
buildings including the Rossborough Inn, form a 
prominent public image of the campus and serve as 
the backdrop for the primary campus entrance. The 
large grassy areas in this area of campus (intramural 
playing fields and open lawns) create wide vistas. 
The parking lots adjacent to the Armory and the 
Visitors Center are not prominent in the viewshed. 


Viewers in this VAU include students, UMD 
employees, visitors, and roadway users. 


As the main east-west transportation route through 
the university, the western portion of this VAU on 
Campus Drive is considered to have a moderate 
degree of visual sensitivity. 


The eastern portion of this VAU is considered an 
area of high visual sensitivity due to these expansive 
open spaces and the historic Rossborough Inn. 


VAU 7—US | to College Park Metro 


VAU 7 includes the UMD East Campus and Paint 
Branch Parkway to the College Park Metro station. 
East Campus is a planned redevelopment project in 
an area that formerly housed support facilities for 
the University. The proposed development includes 
a hotel and a mix of housing and commercial 
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spaces. The transitway would follow Rossborough 
Drive to Paint Branch Parkway through this 
development. 


The transitway would follow Paint Branch Parkway 
between the East Campus development and the 
College Park Metro station. In this VAU the land 
uses are a mixture of multi-family residential, light 
industrial, and commercial, with a number of 
transportation uses including an airport, the CSXT 
and WMATA tracks, and parking for both the 
Metro station and nearby uses. Paint Branch 
Parkway is a four-lane arterial with noise walls on 
the south side of the roadway. 


Viewers in this VAU include residents, workers, 
pedestrians, transit patrons, and roadway users. 


Given the intention to design the East Campus 
development to incorporate the Purple Line and the 
proposed urban character of this area, and the 
existing character of Paint Branch Parkway, this 
VAU is considered to have a low degree of visual 
sensitivity. 


VAU 8—College Park Metro and River Road 


VAU 8 is a developing area along River Road 
through the M Square Research Park, which is a 
new 130-acre office park along River Road, a 
four-lane street (Figure 4-13). Many of the parcels 
in this area are under development. The eastern end 
of this VAU crosses the Anacostia River Stream 
Valley Park. 


Viewers in this VAU include residents, workers, 
pedestrians, park and trail users, transit patrons, 
and roadway users. 


Figure 4-13. M Square Research Park 
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Given the character of this area as an office park, it 
is considered to have a low degree of visual 
sensitivity. The park is below the grade of the 
roadway and so has a moderate degree of visual 
sensitivity. 


VAU 9— Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale Road 


VAU 9 contains older commercial and residential 
development. Kenilworth Avenue, East West 
Highway, and Riverdale Road are heavily-used 
roadways ranging from four to six lanes wide. The 
roadways are lined with utility poles and signage. 
The east side of Kenilworth Avenue is single family 
homes, while the west is mid-20th century 
commercial development. Aging commercial 
development surrounds the intersections of 
Kenilworth Avenue and East West Highway and 
Riverdale Road (Figure 4-14). East on Riverdale 
Road, the area becomes more residential, princi- 
pally smaller, aging single family homes, until the 
Baltimore-Washington Parkway. The parkway is a 
National Park Service facility which crosses 
Riverdale Road just west of the Beacon Heights 
neighborhood (Figure 4-15). The parkway is a 
29-mile scenic highway serving as a focal entrance 
to the Washington DC region. The parkway 
features an integrated design and aesthetic treat- 
ments that are distinct in comparison to typical 
highway design. The limited-access highway is 
visually defined by its perimeter greenways, 
tree-lined medians, adjacent woodlands, and 
decorative structural elements of its bridges, which 
are readily apparent from the Riverdale Road 
interchange. Along Riverdale Road in Beacon 
Heights are garden apartments and some 
commercial development, including a strip 
shopping center and several gas stations 

(Figure 4-16). 


Viewers in this VAU include residents, workers, 
pedestrians, transit patrons, and roadway users. 
Viewers of the Baltimore-Washington Parkway 
include park visitors (parkway users). 


Due to the wide arterial roadways, aging residential 
and commercial development, and existing visual 
clutter, this area is considered to have a low degree 
of visual sensitivity; except for the Baltimore- 
Washington Parkway which is considered to have a 
moderate degree of visual sensitivity. 
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Figure 4-14. Near Riverdale Park Looking East at the 


Intersection of Kenilworth Avenue and East West Highway 
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Figure 4-15. Baltimore-Washington Parkway over Riverdale 
Road 
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VAU 10—Veterans Parkway to New Carrollton Metro 


station 

VAU 10 extends from the proposed Beacon Heights 
Station at the intersection of Riverdale Road and 
Veterans Parkway to the New Carrollton Metro 
station. Veterans Parkway is a four-lane arterial 
with wide shoulders, a grassy median, and no 
sidewalks. Suburban residential neighborhoods 
flanking both sides of the roadway are accessed by 
internal streets and set back from the parkway, 
buffered by a mix of deciduous trees and shrubs. 
The posted speed limit is 45 miles per hour. The 
M-NCPPC Northern Area Maintenance— 
Glenridge Service Center and the Glenridge 
Community Park are located on the south side of 
Veterans Parkway. Further east in the VAU, Ellin 
Road is a smaller, less heavily used road; here also 
the residential development is not oriented to the 
roadway and is buffered by vegetation. At the 
intersection of Harkins Road, the New Carrollton 
Metro Station is located across from the IRS New 
Carrollton Financial Service Center and a private 
office building (Figure 4-17). These developments 
and the Metrorail Station have extensive surface 
parking. 

Viewers in this VAU include residents, workers, 


pedestrians, transit patrons, and roadway users. 


Due to the width of the right-of-way and the set 
back of residential properties this area is considered 
one of low visual sensitivity. 


Figure 4-17. IRS Financial Service Center on Ellin Road 
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4.9.3 Long-term Operational Effects 

The Preferred Alternative would result in changes 
to the visual environment from the introduction of 
new visual elements, or the removal or replacement 
of existing elements. 


In all VAUs, the transitway would add the linear 
elements of the tracks and overhead wire system, 
which includes the poles supporting the wires. 
These new visual elements cannot be avoided and in 
most locations these elements would not be antici- 
pated to result in an adverse effect as they are not 
vastly different from a roadway or the existing 
utility infrastructure. The tracks in or adjacent to a 
roadway would not be a substantial visual impact in 
an area of low or moderate sensitivity. 


Stations and power substations would also be new 
visual elements in the corridor. The at-grade 
stations have been designed to have a minimal 
impact on the surrounding environs. The platforms 
would be approximately 14 inches above the top of 
the rails and would be 200 feet long and 10 to 

18 feet wide. The station shelters would be steel and 
glass structures whose transparency would 
minimize their appearance in the communities 
where they would be located. Three of the stations 
would be on elevated structures. Each of these has 
been uniquely designed to be compatible or 
attractive additions to the surrounding community. 
In areas of moderate or high visual sensitivity the 
power substations would be screened or landscaped 
to be compatible with the surrounding 
neighborhood character. 


There are, however, visually sensitive areas and 
other features that characterize the corridor’s visual 
environment that may be affected by the Preferred 
Alternative. The effects and the mitigation proposed 
for each VAU are discussed in the following 
sections. 


VAU 1: Bethesda Station to Stewart Avenue 


The Georgetown Branch right-of-way would 
undergo high level of visual impact. It will become 
the right-of-way of both the Preferred Alternative 
and the Capital Crescent Trail (Figure 4-18). Asa 
result, much of the existing vegetation would be 
removed and most of the existing tree canopy 
would be eliminated. While the right-of-way would 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


be replanted after construction, which at maturity 
would assist in mitigating this visual impact, the 
overall appearance of the right-of-way would be 
substantially changed from present conditions. In 
addition, the right-of-way would have a four-foot 
retaining wall on the south side of the transitway 
from Bethesda Station to Rock Creek Stream Valley 
Park, and on the north side of the trail from East 
West Highway to Rock Creek Stream Valley Park. 
Depending upon location and topography, views 
from the trail and of the trail from adjacent proper- 
ties would be substantially altered or essentially 
eliminated due to either the removal of vegetation 
or the addition of retaining walls. 


Columbia Country Club would be affected along 
the north side of the Georgetown Branch right-of- 
way by the project, including grading changes in 
landform, some tree clearing, relocating portions of 
Holes 14, 15 and 17 and reconstructing the golf cart 
crossings of the Georgetown Branch right-of-way. 


The bridges carrying the transitway and trail over 
Connecticut Avenue would generally be compatible 
with the existing visual character and quality of 


suburban land use and transportation infrastructure 


Figure 4-18: Capital Crescent Trail 
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already present or planned in this location. These 
bridges would be larger in scale and mass than 
much of the surrounding development. 


The construction of the transitway and trail, even 
though they would occur within a former railroad 
right-of-way, would result in substantial changes in 
the viewshed of Rock Creek Park users and local 
residents. The existing embankment on which the 
Georgetown Branch Interim Trail is located would 
be lowered to create a wider base for the transitway 
and trail. The existing Rock Creek trestle bridge 
would be replaced with new transit and pedestrian 
bridges (Figure 4-19). These bridges would be 
modern steel truss bridges, and while they would 
provide a broader open space beneath, they would 
be considerably lower than the current bridge 

(15 feet lower for the transitway bridge and 30 feet 
lower for the trail bridge). The trail connection 
from the Capital Crescent Trail to the Rock Creek 
Trail would be a switchback path on the northeast 
side of the Preferred Alternative; while designed to 
minimize tree removal, it would nonetheless result 
in visual changes due to tree removal. 
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Figure 4-19. Rock Creek Bridges 
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A major new element in this VAU would be the 
Lyttonsville Yard between Rock Creek Park and 
Stewart Avenue (Figure 4-20). The construction of 
the yard would include the replacement of the 
Lyttonsville Place bridge and the displacement of a 
commercial building on Brookville Road. This 
would have a moderate effect on the visual 
environment for trail users. 


VAU 2— Stewart Avenue to Colesville Road 


The segment of the Georgetown Branch right-of- 
way east of Stewart Avenue is surrounded by light 


Figure 4-20. Lyttonsville Station with Operations Building in the Background 
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Industrial and commercial uses. The Preferred 
Alternative and trail would be a change, but would 
only be a low visual effect. 


Along the CSXT corridor there were would be a 
number of visual effects, but all would have low 
visual impact. The character of the CSX mainline 
and WMATA right-of-way would be changed as the 
trees would be cleared for construction of the 
transitway on the south side of the CSXT corridor 
and the trail on the north. The single-lane Talbot 
Avenue Bridge that is listed on the NRHP would be 
replaced with a new wider bridge, altering the view 
of this crossing. 


The view of the right-of-way from the Rosemary 
Hills Elementary School would be altered by the 
construction of the Preferred Alternative between 
the school and the CSXT corridor. There would be 
changes in the profiles of the 16" Street and Spring 
Street bridges across the right-of-way. The dis- 
placement of the Spring Center shopping center 
and its replacement by a station and potential 
redevelopment would be a low impact visual effect. 
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The displacement of two commercial buildings on 
East West Highway on the south side of the 
right-of-way near Colesville Road would not 
produce a highly noticeable void in local visual 
character in this urban area. 


The removal of several units from the ends of two 
buildings in the Falkland Chase Apartment complex 
would be a low visual impact. 


VAU 3— Colesville Road to Fenton Street 


The bridge carrying the Purple Line over Colesville 
road, the station platform and shelter are large 
structures, but they are not dissimilar in scale to the 
high-rise buildings and new transit center in 
downtown Silver Spring (Figure 4-21). The visual 
effect of the new structures would be high to 
pedestrians, transit patrons, roadway users, and 
viewers from surrounding buildings. 


A multi-story contemporary office building on 
Bonifant Street and a portion of the adjacent 
parking structure would be displaced. In an urban 
context such as downtown Silver Spring, the 


Figure 4-21. Silver Spring Transit Center Station 
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removal of these buildings for other structures 
would be a low visual effect. 


VAU 4— Wayne Avenue to Western Plymouth Street 


Tunnel Portal 

The widening of Wayne Avenue and the construc- 
tion of the transitway in the roadway would change 
the setting of the area by reducing the front yards of 
residential properties, and the removal of some 
street trees. In this residential area of high 
sensitivity the Preferred Alternative would have a 
high visual impact particularly to residents. 


The bridge over Sligo Creek would be widened and 
some trees would be removed, but the general 
aspect of the park would not be affected. 


Two six-unit apartment buildings would be dis- 
placed above the portal of the Plymouth tunnel. The 
overall effect of this change and the presence of the 


portal itself would be high. 
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VAU 5 — Eastern Plymouth Street Tunnel Portal to 
Adelphi Road/West Campus Station 


The tunnel portal on Arliss Street and the roadway 
widening and retaining walls would be a new visual 
element with a moderate visual effect. 


The widening of Piney Branch Road to accommo- 
date the Purple Line in the median would result in 
the reconstruction of the entrances to some of the 
apartment complexes, and the removal of some 
trees in Long Branch Stream Valley Park, Long 
Branch Local Park, and along Piney Branch Road. 
This would be a moderate visual effect for roadway 
users and local residents. 


The addition of the Preferred Alternative to 
University Boulevard would not noticeably change 
the character of the roadway, as it is a wide 
transportation corridor today in an area of low 
visual sensitivity. In some locations street trees 
would be eliminated and in New Hampshire Estates 
Neighborhood Park a sitting area and some land- 
scaping would be removed. The reduction of 
University Boulevard to four lanes would provide 
opportunities for additional landscaping, both by 
the sidewalks, as well as in some median locations. 


The change in the grade of University Boulevard 
east of Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park would 
require the median to be elevated above the 
roadway to accommodate the construction of the 
transitway. This would be a moderate visual effect, 
particularly for adjacent residents. 


VAU 6 —Adelphi Road/West Campus Station to US 1 
The addition of the Preferred Alternative to the 
existing roadways on campus, which are currently 
used by Metrobus, TheBus, and Shuttle-UM, would 
be a low effect. The reconstruction of Campus Drive 
and Union Drive with dedicated transit lanes and 
one lane for general traffic would be a moderate 
visual impact. The impact of the addition of new 
intersections and new signals at some intersection 


would be negligible. 


The visual effect of the Preferred Alternative east of 
the “M” traffic circle would be moderate 

(Figure 4-22). In this open grassy area, the transit- 
way would be visible in the background of the 
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viewshed and would be a moderate visual effect to 
pedestrians and others on campus. 


Figure 4-22. Relocated UMD “MM” 





VAU 7—US | to College Park Metro 


Rossborough Lane through East Campus and Paint 


Branch Parkway are areas of low visual sensitivity 
where the impact of the changes would be low. 


VAU 8—College Park Metro and River Road 


The landscape in this VAU is of low sensitivity and 
the anticipated degree of change from the Preferred 
Alternative is low. The transitway bridge over the 
Northeast Branch would be parallel to, and would 
have the same profile as the existing roadway 
bridge, resulting in a low visual effect. 


VAU 9— Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale Road 


The major visual change resulting from the 
Preferred Alternative in this VAU would be the 
aerial structure across the intersection of 
Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale Road and the 
elevated Riverdale Park station (Figure 4-23). This 
large bridge and station would have a high visual 
impact. 


The displacement of 22 single family residences on 
the south side of Riverdale Road would be a low 
impact visual effect because the roadway is a heavily 
used state highway. 


The Baltimore-Washington Parkway, being an 
NHRP listed resource, is a visually sensitive 
viewshed. MTA would relocate the two southern 
abutments carrying the parkway bridge decks over 
Riverdale Road to build the Preferred Alternative. 
Thus, the bridge would be removed and recon- 
structed with the abutments approximately 30 feet 
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Figure 4-23. Riverdale Park Station 






to the south of their current location. The existing 
abutments, constructed in 1995, are non-contribut- 
ing elements within the historic parkway property. 
The same stone veneer used on the 1995 abutments 
would be reused on the new abutments. The new 
bridge spans would use a similar arch design as the 
existing structures. Protective screening for the 
overhead wire system would be used to eliminate 
the view of wires from the parkway. The effect of 
relocating the parkway bridge abutments and 
replacing the bridges across Riverdale Road (to 
accommodate the passage of the transitway beneath 
them) would not be high (Figure 4-24). There 
would be no long-term effect on the visual character 
as the new bridges will replicate the appearance of 
the existing ones. 


Figure 4-24. Baltimore Washington Parkway Bridge 
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VAU 10—Veterans Parkway to New Carrollton Metro 


Station 

The principal change in the visual environment in 
VAU 10 would be the construction of the Glenridge 
Maintenance Facility, which would be more visible 
from Veterans Parkway than the existing 
M-NCPPC Northern Area Maintenance— 
Glenridge Service Center. While a moderate 
change, in this area of low visual sensitivity the 
overall effect would be low. 


There would be changes in the appearance of 
Glenridge Community Park as a result of the 
removal of trees and the exchange of land between 
the Maintenance Facility and the park for a net loss 
of 3.28 acres of park land; however the overall visual 
effect would be low to moderate. 


Two commercial buildings would be removed east 
of Annapolis Road. This would have a low visual 
impact. 


The widening of Ellin Road will reduce the wooded 
buffer along the south side, but the general 
character of the area would not be affected, 
resulting in a low visual effect. Figure 4-25 is a 
rendering of the Beacon Heights station. 
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Figure 4-25. Beacon Heights Station 
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Table 4-22 presents a summary of the effects in each 


Vad, 


Avoidance and Minimization 

In designing the Preferred Alternative, MTA has 
made continual efforts to respect the visual quality 
and integrity of the neighborhoods in which the 
project would be built, using context sensitive 
design techniques. Through its public involvement 
and stakeholder coordination program, MTA has 
worked with communities and stakeholders to 
understand community concerns and visions. 
Project elements such as the station shelters, 
described earlier, were developed with input from 
local stakeholders. MTA has been mindful of the 
need to consider carefully the location of traction 
power substations, and where appropriate provide 
landscaping or other screening to address the visual 
impacts of these structures. MTA will work with 
local stakeholders to identify minimization 
strategies and mitigation for visual impacts. The 
following are locations where MTA has or will 
coordinate with stakeholders. 


e The National Park Service was concerned about 


visual impacts to the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway from the reconstruction of the 
parkway bridges. MTA presented the Park 
Service with a range of options for the design 
and construction of the bridges (VAU 9). With 
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Park Service participation, MTA was able to 
develop a design and a construction plan that is 
acceptable to the Park Service and would 
maintain the visual experience of the parkway 
users and other viewers. See Chapter 6.0 and 
Section 4.7 for more details. 

The Town of Chevy Chase is concerned about 
the visual impacts of the Purple Line on 
adjacent residential properties. MTA is 
continuing to meet with the Town of Chevy 
Chase Mitigation Advisory Committee to 
discuss the design of the Purple Line and the 
Capital Crescent Trail (VAU 1). This collabora- 
tion involves identifying opportunities to 
minimize noise and to discuss aesthetics and 
trail access issues. MTA will continue to 
coordinate and consult with affected commu- 
nities regarding the aesthetic treatments of the 
transitway elements. 
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Table 4-22. Summary of Visual Effects 


Ratings” 





Extent of 
Visual Visual Visual 
VAU Project Components/Visual Changes Change | Sensitivity | Effect 







VAU 1 Retaining walls H 
Bethesda Station to | Transitway in the Georgetown Branch right-of-way, 
Stewart Avenue Removal of existing trees in the right of way and replacement with new landscaping 
Trail bridge over the transitway for a connection to Elm Street Park at eastern end of Air 
Rights Building 
Two new bridges over Connecticut Avenue 
At-grade bridge at Jones Mill Road 
Replacement of single wooden trestle bridge over Rock Creek with dual steel girder bridges 
Connection of the Capital Crescent Trail to Rock Creek Trail 
Yard facility in Lyttonsville 
Replacement of the Lyttonsville Place bridge 
tations 
VAU 2 Replacement of the Talbot Avenue bridge L L 
Stewart Avenue to | Trail bridge over the CSXT corridor 
Colesville Road At-grade transitway with ballasted tracks, overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS 
tation 
Displacement of the Spring Center Shopping Center 
Replacement or modification of 16th Street bridge 
Replacement of the Spring Street bridge 


VAU 3 SSTC station — elevated platform and shelter 

Colesville Road to —_| Station in the Silver Spring Library 

Fenton Street Transitway (elevated and at grade) with overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS 
Two bridges connecting the transitway and the trail with the SSTC 
Displacement of three commercial buildings 


VAU 4 Widening of Wayne Avenue 
Wayne Avenue to Stations 





MitoH 


Western Plymouth | Replacement of Sligo Creek bridge 

Street Tunnel Portal Plymouth Street tunnel portal 

Displacement of two six-unit apartment buildings 

At-grade transitway with embedded tracks, overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS 


VAU 5 Tunnel portal in Arliss Street M to L L 
Eastern Plymouth | Street widening and associated retaining walls along Arliss Street 

Street Tunnel Portal At-grade transitway with overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS 

to Adelphi Road/ =| Cyaan 

West Campus Station Building and commercial canopy displacements 


= 


Elevation of the transitway above the roadway grade along University Boulevard between 
Northwest Branch Stream Valley Park and Adelphi Road 


VAU 6. At-grade transitway along roadways and across open areas with overhead wire system, poles, 
Adelphi/West and TPSS 

Campus Station to —_‘| Stations 

USI Relocation of the “M” and the removal of the traffic circle where is it currently located 


= 


Realignment of several intersections 


VAU 7. At-grade transitway in roadways with overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS L 
US 1 to College Park | Stations 


Metro 


= 
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Table 4-22. Summary of Visual Effects (continued) 








Extent of 
Visual Visual Visual 
VAU Project Components/Visual Changes Change —- —- 
VAU 8. Lowered elevation ‘Lowered elevation of Paint Branch Parkway Paint Branch ‘Lowered elevation of Paint Branch Parkway Lto M 
College Park Metro Stations 
and River Road At- ‘gon dango ia transitway along roadways and across open areas with overhead wire system, poles, 
bn lp nine lai bialamiaamcee dia TPSS 
New transit bridge over the Northeast Branch Anacostia River = ssid 
Realigned Northeast Branch Trailaccess = sss 


VAU 9. Transitway Transitway along at grade roadways with overhead wire system, poles, andTPSS at grade roadways with Transitway along at grade roadways with overhead wire system, poles, andTPSS wire system, poles, and TPSS 
Kenilworth Avenue | Widening of and realignment of Kenilworth Avenue = ssts—s—sS 


Lto H Lto M Lto H 
and Riverdale Road | Elevated transitway and station at East West Highway/Riverdale Road/Kenilworth Avenue 
ne 


VAU 10. ie along at grade roadways with overhead wire system, poles, and TPSS Lto M 
Veterans Parkway fo | Replacement of existing county maintenance facility with Glenridge Maintenance Facility 
New Carrollton Melo |Sttions Stotions 
station Displacement of two commercial buildings east of Annapolis Road 
Signalization of Hanson Oaks Drive/Ellin Road intersection. 


*The ratings of High, Moderate, and Low are represented by H, M, and L, respectively. 























The University of Maryland expressed concerns 
about changes to the visual character of campus 
with the addition of the Purple Line and its 
ancillary facilities. MTA has worked with 
University to identify and minimize visual 
impacts to sensitive resources; specific issues 
included the design and location of the 
Preferred Alternative on campus, and the 
relocation of the “M” and the removal of the 
traffic circle where it is located currently 

(VAU 6). In 2012, the University endorsed the 
cooperatively developed plans in the new 
Campus Facilities Master Plan. MTA will 
continue to coordinate with the University and 
the Maryland Historical Trust as the project 
design advances. 

MTA has coordinated with the Columbia 
Country Club to maintain the existing views 
from the clubhouse and southern fairways and 
greens (VAU 1). The Country Club has 


provided input on landscape treatments and 
grading on the slopes of the railroad berm to 
reduce visual effects to both the playing areas 
and landscape views from the clubhouse area. 
MTA will continue to coordinate with the 
Columbia Country Club on the visual and 
aesthetic elements of the transitway. 

MTA is coordinating with the county on the 
design of the Capital Crescent Trail to provide 
an aesthetically-pleasing facility while meeting 
safety requirements and ADA requirements 
(VAU 1 and VAU 2). 

Visual impacts to the Connecticut Avenue area 
from the proposed Connecticut Avenue bridges 
are a community concern. MTA will continue 
to coordinate and consult with Montgomery 
County and the local community regarding the 
aesthetic treatment of the bridge structures over 
Connecticut Avenue (VAU 1). 
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e The new bridges replacing the existing trestle 
bridge over Rock Creek would be a visual 
change. MTA will continue to coordinate with 
M-NCPPC and the National Capital Planning 
Commission regarding the design and 
construction of the Rock Creek bridges 
(VAU 1). 

e MTA worked extensively on the location and 
design of the Lyttonsville and Glenridge storage 
and maintenance facilities to minimize visual 
impacts to viewers, particularly adjacent 
residents (VAU 1 and VAU 10). 


Mitigation 
MTA will use the Art-In-Transit program to 
enhance key elements of the project, as appropriate. 


Short-term Construction Effects and Mitigation 

The introduction of construction equipment, 
trucks, fencing, or walls surrounding proposed 
construction staging and laydown areas, as well as 
fugitive dust, would create temporary visual impacts 
to neighborhoods surrounding or adjacent to where 
these construction activities would occur. See 
Chapter 5.0 for a discussion of where these con- 
struction impacts are anticipated. 


Some areas of the corridor likely would be affected 
more substantially than others during construction, 
including the construction staging areas and the 
locations of large project elements such as the aerial 
structures, the bridges across Rock Creek, the 
Plymouth Street tunnel, and demolition sites. 


Baltimore-Washington Parkway visitors using the 
exit ramps at Riverdale Road would experience a 
visual impact during construction as the temporary 
bridges would be located between the existing 
bridges and the exit ramps. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

To minimize short-term visual effects, MTA will 
require that the construction contractors utilize best 
management practices to maintain an orderly 
appearance of active work zones and staging areas. 
Mitigation 


No mitigation is warranted. 
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4.10 Air Quality 


This section describes the current regulations 
pertaining to the control of air pollutants, the 
pollutants of concern present in the Purple Line 
study area, the effect of the Preferred Alternative on 
air quality both within the study area and through- 
out the broader region, and minimization strategies 
MTA would take to eliminate or reduce air quality 
impacts. For further details, see Purple Line Air 
Quality Technical Report (2013). 


4.10.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


The Clean Air Act (CAA) (42 USC 7401 et seq.) is 
the overarching statute regulating air quality in the 
United States. Among other things, it requires the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS), designate areas that are not in attain- 
ment of the NAAQS, and subsequently approve 
state plans for achieving those standards. 


The NAAQS include primary and secondary 
standards. The primary standards were established at 
levels sufficient to protect public health with an 
adequate margin of safety. The secondary standards 
were established to protect the public welfare from 
the adverse effects associated with pollutants in the 
ambient air. 


The EPA classifies urban environments as being in 
“attainment, “maintenance,” or “non-attainment.” 
An area that does not meet the NAAQS for one or 
more pollutants is said to be in “non-attainment” of 
the NAAQS enforced under the CAA; a previous 
non-attainment area that has demonstrated 
compliance with the NAAQS is considered a 


(qq ° >>) 
maintenance area. 


Per 40 CFR Part 93, the USDOT is required to 
ensure that its actions “conform to” the state’s air 
quality plan in nonattainment areas, known as the 
State Implementation Plan (SIP). The process for 
determining compliance with a SIP is known as 
“transportation conformity.” Conformity to a SIP 
requires that a proposed project not cause a 
violation, worsen an existing violation, or delay 
timely attainment of the NAAQS. The USDOT is 
required to make a transportation conformity 
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determination each time it approves a transporta- 
tion plan, program, or project in a nonattainment 
area. 


NAAQS /Pollutants of Concern 

The EPA has established NAAQS for six pollutants, 
which are commonly known as “criteria pollutants”: 
ozone, carbon monoxide (CO), particulate matter 
(PM>; and PMjo), nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, 
and lead (Table 4-23). Of the six criteria pollutants, 
those that can be traced primarily to motor vehicles 
are relevant to a transportation project's air quality 
impacts. These pollutants include ozone and its 
precursor molecules (volatile organic compounds 
and nitrogen oxides—VOC and NO,), as well as CO 
and particulate matter. These pollutants cause a 
variety of adverse health effects. In addition to the 
criteria pollutants, the EPA regulates mobile source 
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air toxics (MSAT) and greenhouse gases (GHG). 

Following is a brief description of each motor 

vehicle-related pollutant: 

e VOC and NOX—ground-level ozone is formed 
through the chemical reaction of VOC and NO, 
from motor vehicle exhaust. Ozone is harmful 
to breathe and damages vegetation, crops, and 
buildings. 

e CO—carbon monoxide is emitted from engines 
due to the incomplete combustion of fuel. It 
interferes with the oxygen-carrying capacity of 
the blood to the vital organs. 

e PM,; and PM,.—particulate matter is emitted 
from engines and dust sources, and causes 
respiratory distress by traveling into the lungs 
and damaging tissues. 


Table 4-23. National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Criteria Pollutants 


National Standards 





Pollutant Averaging Period 


Primary Standard Secondary Standard 





Ozone (03) | Shor 0.075 ppm Same as primary standard 
Thor? 0.12 ppm/revoked No secondary standard 


PMio =| 4h 150 pg/m? Particulate Matter (PM) 
12 pg/m? 15 g/m? 
35 g/m? 


35 ppm No secondary standard 
hours 0.010 ppm No secondary standard 


No secondary standard 


0.053 ppm Same as primary standard 


Particulate Matter (PM) 
Poe dan 
hour 
Carbon Monoxide (C0) 
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,) 
Sulfur Dioxide (S0,) 


TV hour® 75 ppb No secondary standard 
No primary standard 0.5 ppm 


Lead (Pb) Rolling 3-month average’ 0.15 yg/m? Same as primary standard 


Note: ppm = parts per million, ppb = parts per billion, g/m? = micrograms per cubic meter 


To attain this standard, the 3-year average of the fourth-highest daily maximum 8-hour average ozone concentration measured at each monitor within an area must not exceed 


the standard. 


2As of June 15, 2005, the EPA revoked the one-hour ozone standard in all areas except the 14 eight-hour ozone nonattainment Early Action Compact areas. The project is not 


located in one of these areas. 
3Not fo be exceeded more than once per year on average over three years. 


‘To attain this standard, the 3-year average of the 98th percentile of 24-hour concentrations of PMzs from single or multiple community-oriented monitors must not exceed the 


standard. 
*Not fo be exceeded more than once per year. 


To attain this standard, the 3-year average of the 98th percentile of the daily maximum 1-hour average at each monitor within an area must not exceed the standard. 


7Annual mean, arithmetic average. 


*To attain this standard, the 3-year average of the 99th percentile of the daily maximum 1-hour average at each monitor within an area must not exceed the standard. 


’Not to be exceeded. 


Source: EPA, National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) October 2011. 
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e MSATs—mobile source air toxics such as 
benzene, formaldehyde, etc. are emitted from a 
variety of stationary and mobile sources such as 
engines, and are known or suspected to cause 
cancer or other serious health ailments. 

e GHGs—greenhouse gases such as carbon 
dioxide (CO;) are emitted in motor vehicle 
exhaust and have been attributed to climate 
change and global warming. 


Mesoscale Pollutant Emissions Methodology 

For NEPA disclosure and alternative comparison 
purposes, a quantitative mesoscale emissions 
burden analysis was conducted in Prince George’s 
and Montgomery Counties for the criteria 
pollutants for which the region is designated as 
non-attainment or maintenance. Both counties are 
currently classified as “nonattainment” areas for the 
1997 PM, and 1997 8-hour ozone standards, 
“maintenance” areas for the 1990 CO standard, and 
attainment areas for all other criteria pollutants. 


The analysis estimated air pollutant levels for 2014 
Base Year, 2020 Interim Year, and 2040 Design 
Year. Using the average weekday loaded network 
from the Maryland Alternatives Analysis Phase II 
(MDAA ITI M80) Travel Demand Model, in com- 
bination with emission factors (developed using 
Mobile6.2°), an evaluation of emissions for both the 
Preferred Alternative and the No Build 


Alternative was completed to determine how each 
would affect the Prince George's County and 
Montgomery County ozone (precursor VOC and 
NO,), CO and PM; emissions. 


6 

Mobileé.2 is an emission factor model used for predicting gram 
per mile emissions under various conditions. It was used for 
emission factor development in this air quality analysis in an effort 
to demonstrate consistency with related planning documents such 
as the 2012 CLRP. The Mobile6.2 emission factors were also used 
for the Microscale CO hot analysis for the same reason. Note that 
MOVES is a new model being phased in by USEPA. CO analyses 
started before 12/20/12 may continue to use the Mobileé.2 
software. 
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Microscale Pollutant Emissions Methodology 

Both CO and PM;; can have major localized 
impacts on air quality, in addition to their 
mesoscale impacts, which contribute to the 
nonattainment or maintenance designation for the 
region. The microscale analysis methodology used 
for these two pollutants is discussed below. 


Microscale CO 

In accordance with the EPA’s 1992 Guideline for 
Modeling Carbon Monoxide from Roadway Inter- 
sections, CAL3QHC Version 2.0 was used as the 
preferred air pollutant dispersion modeling 
software. Emission factors were derived from 
Mobile6.2. Synchro7 was used in support of this 
dispersion modeling software to supply intersection 
volumes, level of service, delay, and signal phasing 
information. 


Fifty intersections affected by the Purple Line were 

screened for microscale CO analysis. The following 

criteria were used to select a representative set of 

intersections for detailed analysis for microscale CO 

impacts: 

e The top three intersections with the highest 
entering traffic volume 

e The top three intersections with the highest 
delay were selected from the intersections 
whose Level of Service was at a “D” or worse, 
and were also in the top twenty intersections by 
volume. 


This screening method is recommended by EPA, as 
the intersections with the highest volumes and 
worst LOS represent a cross section of the “worst 
case’ intersections. It is assumed that if these “worst 
case’ intersections do not violate the NAAQS, then 
all other intersections in the study area with lower 
volumes and a better LOS should also not violate 
the NAAQS. 


Microscale PMo5 

A microscale analysis is typically completed for fine 
particulate matter (PM.;). However, the Purple 
Line meets the CAA and 40 CFR 93.116 require- 
ments for PM, without a microscale analysis 
because its electric light rail vehicles would not 
increase the amount of diesel vehicles in the study 
area, which are primary contributors of PMs 
emissions. 
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In addition, a project-level analysis of PM. impacts 
was not required because LRT projects are not 
projects “of air quality concern” as defined in 

40 CFR 93.123(b) (1) and Transportation 
Conformity Guidance for Qualitative Hot-spot 
Analyses in PM2sand PM, Nonattainment and 
Maintenance Areas (EPA, 2006). 


Mobile Source Air Toxics Emissions Methodology 

To analyze the Preferred Alternative’s effect on 
on-road MSAT levels, the available FHWA’s 
Interim Guidance Update for Mobile Source Air 
Toxic Analysis in NEPA Documents (2012) was 
used. This FHWA’s interim guidance is the only 
guidance that provides specific procedures for 
analyzing potential MSAT impacts for the NEPA 
purpose. The guidance identifies a three-tiered 
approach for MSAT analysis, based upon the 
potential of a project to affect MSAT levels in the 
region. The Purple Line is classified as a Tier I 
project under that guidance, because it is a project 
that improves operations of highway, transit, or 
freight, without adding substantial new vehicle 
capacity to the roadways, and without creating a 
facility that is likely to meaningfully increase MSAT 
emissions. Tier II projects require a qualitative (not 
quantitative) analysis, which is based on comparing 
changes in VMT (assuming the vehicle mix does 
not change) between the Preferred Alternative and 
the No Build Alternative. 


Although a qualitative analysis cannot measure the 
health impacts from MSATs particularly on local 
conditions, such an analysis can identify and 
compare relative differences in MSAT emissions 
levels between the Preferred Alternative and the No 
Build Alternative. 


Greenhouse Gas Emissions Methodology 


For NEPA disclosure and alternative comparison 
purposes, a quantitative mesoscale greenhouse gas 
emissions analysis was also conducted. The analysis 
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estimated greenhouse gas pollutant levels for 2014 
Base Year, 2020 Interim Year, and 2040 Design Year 
for both the No Build Alternative and Preferred 
Alternatives. MOVES 2010b was used per EPA 
guidance to prepare greenhouse gas emission 
factors since the MOVES model accounts for 
revisions to GHG emissions and fuel economy 
standards; it also incorporates new emissions test 
data. The criteria by which the No Build Alternative 
is compared to the Preferred Alternative are the 
outputs of the greenhouse gas emissions analysis in 
tons of COz, CH,, N20, elemental carbon PM; .«, 
hydrocarbons, and BTU of total energy. 


4.10.2 Affected Environment 


The Air and Radiation Management Administra- 
tion within the Maryland Department of the 
Environment (MDE) is responsible for implement- 
ing and enforcing air quality regulations in 
Maryland. This work occurs through several 
methods, including air pollution monitoring. 

Table 4-24 summarizes the reported air quality data 
for the years 2009 through 2011. 


The project corridor encompasses both Prince 
George’s County and Montgomery County. Both 
counties are in the Metropolitan Washington 
DC-MD-VA region. The region is currently 
classified as “nonattainment” for the 1997 PM, ; 
and 1997 8-hour ozone standards; as “maintenance” 
(formerly nonattainment) areas for the 1990 CO 
standard; and as an attainment area for all other 
criteria pollutants. As noted above, a SIP is 
developed for each criteria pollutant for which the 
region is in nonattainment or maintenance status. 
The most recent SIPs in place for the region are the 
8-hour ozone SIP (May 2007), the fine particulate 
matter (PM;;) SIP (March 2008), and the carbon 
monoxide maintenance plan (September 1995). 
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Table 4-24. Maximum Monitored Pollutant Concentrations (2009 to 2011) 


Monitored Values 


Pollutant and Averaging Period NAAQS Units 


ANT 2011 





Carbon Monoxide, 1-hour 2nd Max 
Carbon Monoxide, 8-hour 2nd Max 
Nitrogen Dioxide, I-hour 98th Percentile | 100 
Ozone, 8-hour 4th Max 

§0., 1-hour 99th Percentile 
PM.s, 24-hour 98th Percentile 
PMs, Annual Mean 

PMio, 24-hour 2nd Max 





0.075 | ppm | 0.071 | 0.086 | 0.086 
ia 


ppb | 
35 | p/m | | | 
12 | p/m | 05 | 4104 
40 


35 | ppm | 42 || 


35 


20 


lead Not avai 


Note: Values obtained from the following representative monitoring sites, which are between 4 and 12 miles from the study area: 
Rockville (Montgomery County); Beltsville and Upper Marlboro (Prince George’s County); and L & 20th, 420 34th St N.E., 2500 


Ist St N.W (Washington DC). 


PM2.5 is a regional pollutant and the nonattainment designation was made based on the levels monitored over a regional 


monitoring network as compared to those from selected stations near the study area. 


Source: EPA AirData, 2012. http://www.epa.gov/airdata/ 


4.10.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 


Mesoscale Pollutant Emissions 

As discussed previously, for NEPA disclosure and 
alternative comparison purposes, the mesoscale 
emissions burdens were predicted for Base Year 
2014, Interim Year 2020, and Design Year 2040 and 
are presented in Table 4-25. The year of peak 
emission burden is anticipated to be the nearest 
year, Base Year 2014, after which emission control 
technology is expected to reduce mesoscale 
emissions, despite the expected increase in overall 
VMT in the future. 


The predicted mesoscale emissions burdens 
indicate that the Preferred Alternative would yield 
slightly higher PM, >; pollutant levels (0.2 percent), 
slightly lower ozone precursor NO, (0.1 percent) 
levels, and virtually no change in other mesoscale 
pollutant levels compared to the No Build 
Alternative in Interim Year 2020. The Preferred 
Alternative is predicted to decrease all mesoscale 
pollutant levels (between 0.1 to 0.3 percent) 
compared to the No Build Alternative in Design 
Year 2040 within the study area in Prince George's 
and Montgomery Counties. 
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Microscale CO Emissions 

Fifty-two intersections affected by the Purple Line 
were screened for microscale CO analysis following 
the EPA’s 1992 Guideline for Modeling Carbon 
Monoxide from Roadway Intersections. Seven 
intersections from the screening evaluation were 
selected for CO microscale analysis. Table 4-26 lists 
the intersections selected for microscale analysis 
and identifies the predicted maximum CO concen- 
trations at each intersection for Base Year 2014, 
Interim Year 2020, and Design Year 2040. The CO 
microscale analysis revealed maximum 1-hour CO 
concentrations below the NAAQS of 35 ppm, and 
maximum 8-hour CO concentrations below the 
NAAQS of 9 ppm for all scenarios. No violations of 
the NAAQS are predicted for either the Preferred 
Alternative or the No Build Alternative. 


Mobile Source Air Toxics Emissions 

The amount of MSATs emitted along the project 
corridor in the future would be proportional to the 
total VMT predicted under each alternative, 
assuming the vehicle mix does not change. Vehicle 
mix pertains to the distribution of vehicle classifi- 
cations on the roadway network (e.g., the percent of 
VMT by light duty gasoline vehicle, heavy duty 
diesel trucks, etc.) 
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Table 4-25. Mesoscale Pollutant Emissions 


moe mm 


% Change % Change 


No Build Preferred Between No Build Preferred Between 
Pollutant —s — <M" Alternative | Alternative | Alternatives | Alternative | Alternative | Alternatives 


so a 
Ozone = season —_— 54 126 6/7 126 6/7 7 -0.17% 
precursor VOC daily 

(Tons) 

precursor NO, daily 

(Tons) 

ee | 

season daily 


Note: CO = carbon monoxide; VOC = volatile organic compounds; NOx = nitrogen oxides; PM2.5 = fine particulate matter. 
The baseline year for the 1997 PM2.5 standard and 1997 8-hr ozone standard is 2002. The baseline year for the 1990 CO standard is 1990. 








Source: MDAA II M80 Travel Demand Model: emission factors referenced from MWCOG 


Table 4-26. Microscale CO Emissions 


No Build Preferred No Build Preferred 
Intersection Alternative Alternative Alternative Alternative 





Maximum I-hour CO Concentrations (ppm) 


University Blvd (MD 193) at Piney Branch Rd (MD i 45 
320) 

University Blvd (MD 193) at New Hampshire Ave 45 
(MD 650) 


University Blvd (MD 193) at Riggs Rd (MD 212) ee ee ee ee ee 4] 
Campus Dr at Adelphi Rd | 35 | 48] 5B BT 48 
Paint Branch Pkwy at Metro Parking Sf se fae fe 6.5 
Kenilworth Ave (MD 201) at E-W Highway (MD 410) ee ee ee 5.2 
Veterans Pkwy (MD 410) at Annapolis Rd (MD 450) | 35 | 44] 89 AK 3.6 


8-hour CO Concentrations (ppm) 


University Blvd (MD 193) at Piney Branch Rd (MD ee ee 3.6 
320) 

University Blvd (MD 193) at New Hampshire Ave 3.6 
(MD 650) 


University Blvd (MD 193) at Riggs Rd (MD 212) 9 | 89 | 84 BR 3.3 
Campus Dr at Adelphi R > | 38 | 42 | a4 | a7 | 38 
Paint Branch Pkwy at Metro Parking eee ee ow 
Kenilworth Ave (MD 201) at E-W Highway (MD 410) | 9 | 38 | 38 | 388 | an 4. 
Veterans Pkwy (MD 410) at Annapolis Rd (MD 450) | 9 | 85 | 8h | 85 | 2B 2.8 


Concentrations include a background concentration of 3 ppm and 2.4 ppm for the 1-hour and 8-hour concentrations, respectively, as recommended by the Maryland Department 
of the Environment 


Source: CAL3QHC Version 2.0; Synchro7 traffic model; emission factors referenced from MWCOG 
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Table 4-27. Vehicle Miles Traveled under the No Build and Preferred Alternatives 


% Change 


Preferred 
Alternative 


No Build 


Parameter Alternative 


VMT (in 1,000s) 
Source: MDAA II M80 Travel Demand Model 


Table 4-27 presents the annual VMT for each 
alternative for each analyzed year. VMT estimates 
predict that the Preferred Alternative would have a 
slightly higher VMT in the study area compared to 
the No Build Alternative in 2020 and a slightly 
lower VMT compared to the No Build Alternative 
in 2040. As such, MSATs levels within the study 
area under the Preferred Alternative are expected to 
be slightly higher in 2020 and slightly lower in 2040 
than the respective levels under the No Build 
Alternative. 


MSAT emissions per mile are also projected to 
decrease in the future as compared to present levels 
as a result of the EPA’s national control programs, 
which are projected to reduce annual priority 
MSAT emissions by 83 percent between 1999 and 
2050, despite the anticipated 102 percent increase in 
VMT over that time period . 


There may be localized areas where ambient con- 
centrations of MSATs could be higher or lower 
under the Preferred Alternative than under the 
No-Build Alternative. However, the magnitude and 
duration of these potential increases in health 
effects compared to the No Build Alternative cannot 
be accurately quantified because of the limitation of 
current modeling tools. Along with these general 
limitations of modeling tools, there is also a lack of 
monitoring data in most areas for use in establish- 
ing project-specific MSAT background 
concentrations. 


Contormity Determination 

The Transportation Conformity Rule provides 
criteria and procedures for determining the 
conformity to the SIP of transportation plans, 
programs, and projects funded or approved under 


” Federal Highway Administration, Interim Guidance Update on 
Mobile Source Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA Documents (201 2). 
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Between 
Alternatives 


45,278 49,675 50,116 53,383 53,292 





% Change 
Between 
Alternatives 


Preferred 
Alternative 


No Build 
Alternative 


Title 23 USC or the Federal Transit Act. The 
attainment status of this area is as follows (Prince 
George's and Montgomery Counties share the same 
attainment statuses): 

e Maintenance area for CO 

e Nonattainment area for PM;; 

e Moderate nonattainment area for ozone 


As such, a SIP conformity determination with the 

following items is required: 

e The project must originate from a conforming 
transportation plan and program 

e The project must eliminate or reduce the 
severity and number of violations of the 
NAAQS 


Transportation projects that are included in a 
conforming transportation plan and program are 
considered to conform to the rule. The Purple Line 
project is listed as Project ID #2795 in the 
2013-2018 Transportation Improvement Plan 
(TIP), and as Project ID #1042 in the 2012 CLRP, 
both approved by the National Capital Region 
Transportation Planning Board on July 18, 2012. 
Inclusion of the Purple Line in the conforming TIP 
and CLRP designates the Purple Line as a con- 
forming transportation project and precludes the 
need for a separate regional emissions analysis. A 
mesoscale analysis of Prince George's and 
Montgomery Counties was performed for full 
disclosure of air quality impacts. 


The project's CO microscale analysis predicts that 
CO levels for all future years would be below the 
one-hour and eight-hour NAAQS of 35 ppm and 

9 ppm, respectively. According to guidance, light 
rail projects are not of air quality concern for PM2:. 
As such, the project is not expected to create or 
worsen violations of the PM2; NAAQS. Therefore, 
this project would comply with the conformity 
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requirements, on both regional and local levels, 
established by the Clean Air Act. 


Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Data is presented in Table 4-28 for various 
pollutants and processes related to GHG, including 
CO, methane, nitrous oxide, elemental carbon 
particulate matter, hydrocarbons, and total energy 
used. 


CO, and total energy are the two most common 
measures of a project's impact on greenhouse gas 
emissions. 


In 2020, mesoscale CO, levels and total energy 
consumption are expected to be slightly higher 
under the Preferred Alternative than under the No 
Build Alternative, but in 2040, mesoscale CO; levels 
and total energy consumption are expected to be 
slightly lower under the Preferred Alternative. 


Mitigation 

Since the project is included in a conforming TIP 
and the Preferred Alternative would not cause or 
contribute to a violation of the NAAQS, no 
long-term adverse impacts to either localized or 
mesoscale air quality are anticipated. Therefore, no 
mitigation is proposed for long-term operational 
effects. 


Table 4-28. Annual Greenhouse Gas Emissions 


% Change % Change 


No Build Preferred 


August 2013 


Short-term Construction Effects 

The construction duration of the project is not 
anticipated to exceed five years in any single 
location; thus, any impact incurred during 
construction would be considered a temporary 
impact (see Chapter 5.0 for more information on 
the anticipated construction activities). According 
to 40 CFR 93.123(c) (5), CO, PMio, and PM25 
hot-spot analyses are not required for construction- 
related activities that cause temporary increases in 
emissions. The primary air quality concerns during 
construction would be a localized increase in the 
concentration of fugitive dust (including airborne 
particulate matter, PM>5and PMjo), as well as 
mobile source emissions both on and off the 
construction site from on- and off-road construc- 
tion equipment and vehicles. Disruption of traffic 
during construction (such as temporary reduction 
of roadway capacity and increased queue lengths) 
could result in short-term elevated concentrations 
of localized pollutants such as CO and PM. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

MTA would make an effort to minimize the 
amount of emissions generated by traffic disrup- 
tions during construction, especially during peak 
hours. 


between Noa Preferred between 





Pollutants/Processes Base Alternative Alternative 


Alternatives Alternative Alternative NES 





C02 (Tons) 0.2% 
68 | 8888 


CH4 (Tons) 


0.1% 


N20 (Tons) eS 


Elemental Carbon PM2.5 337 
(Tons) 


Hydrocarbons (Tons) 


0.4% 5] 51 -0.1% 


0.1% 


Total Energy (BTU Billions) 123,046 122,555 123,421 122,928 122,661 0.2% 
Total Distance (Million Miles) | — 17,863 19,654 19,826 21,117 21,084 0.25 


Source: MOVES 2010b; MDAA II M80 Travel Demand Model: MOVES input tables referenced from MWCOG. 


“Percent change based upon calculations of totals before rounding — refer to Appendix F. 
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Mitigation 

MTA will require the construction contractor to 

implement dust control measures in accordance 

with MDE requirements and require that con- 

struction equipment complies with EPA’s Tier 2 

engine emission standards. Possible dust and 

emission control measures include the following: 

e Minimizing land disturbance 

e Constructing stabilized construction site 
entrances per construction standard 
specifications 

e Covering trucks when hauling soil, stone, and 
debris 

e Using water trucks or calcium chloride to 
minimize dust 

e Stabilizing or covering stockpiles 

e Minimization of dirt tracking by washing or 
cleaning trucks before leaving the construction 
site 

e Using ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for diesel 
equipment 

e Equipping some construction equipment with 
emission control devices such as diesel 
particulate filters 

e Permanently stabilizing and seeding any 
remaining disturbed areas 


4.11 Noise 


This section describes the existing noise environ- 
ment, identifies project-related noise levels that 
would result from the Preferred Alternative, and 
describes measures that have been incorporated 
into the design to reduce project-related noise. 
More detail regarding the noise analysis findings is 
provided in in the Purple Line Noise Technical 
Report (2013). 


4.11.1 Introduction 


A noise impact assessment was conducted in 
accordance with NEPA and FTA impact assessment 
guidelines and procedures. The details of the 
analysis methodology are outlined in detail in FTA’s 
guidance manual for assessing noise and vibration 
impacts of proposed mass transit projects, Transit 
Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (FTA 2006). 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


4.0 Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation 


The noise analysis study area is a 700-foot corridor 
centered along the Preferred Alternative alignment 
which is further expanded to encompass areas 
within 1,000 feet of the proposed yard and mainte- 
nance facilities. The study area is based upon 
screening distances identified in the Transit Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment manual. 


Methodology 


The following methodology was implemented for 

the noise analysis: 

e Identify representative noise-sensitive 
properties and land uses within the study area 
that would potentially be adversely affected by 
operating the Preferred Alternative 

e Measure existing ambient noise levels at each 
representative noise-sensitive receptor location 

e Estimate project-related noise exposure levels at 
each receptor location and compare with FTA 
impact criteria 

e Identify reasonable and feasible design 
refinements that would reduce project-related 
noise and incorporate them into the project 


FIA Criteria 


The noise criteria that FTA uses to determine 

impacts vary based on land use, as follows: 

e Category 1—Buildings or parks where quiet is 
an essential element of their intended purpose 

e Category 2—Residences and buildings where 
people normally sleep, where sensitivity to 
noise is of the utmost importance 

e Category 3—Institutional land uses with 
primarily daytime and evening use, such as 
schools, libraries, theaters, and churches 


Land use categories 1 and 3 (primarily daytime 
uses) were assessed using the peak hour noise level 
(Leq [1 hr]) descriptor, while land use category 2 
(daytime and nighttime use) were assessed using the 
twenty-four-hour based day-night (Ldn) descriptor. 
The Ldn descriptor is the average hourly sound 
level over a 24-hour period, which adjusts for 
greater sensitivity people have to noise during the 
nighttime sleeping hours by adding a 10-decibel 
adjustment from 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. Both the 
Leg and Ldn descriptors use an A-weighted decibel 
scale, referred to as dBA, which incorporates an 
adjustment to sound levels to account for the 
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frequency range which best approximates human 
hearing and perception to changes in sound levels. 


FTA impact criteria compare existing outdoor noise 
levels with the noise generated solely by the transit 
noise source. The severity of noise impact is 
characterized by two curves (illustrated in 

Figure 4-26) that allow for higher project noise 
exposure where there are higher levels of existing 
background noise, up to a threshold level beyond 
which project noise exposure would result in an 
impact. The left vertical axis in the figure applies to 
FTA land use Categories 1 and 2, and the right 
vertical axis to Category 3. Noise levels above the 
top curve are considered to cause Severe Impact 
since a substantial percentage of people living in the 
area would be highly annoyed by the new noise. 
Noise levels in the range between the two curves are 
deemed to be Moderate Impacts, and levels below 
the bottom curve represent No Impact. 


4.11.2 Affected Environment 


A review of aerial photography and field inspections 
of the study area identified residential communities, 
parks, and institutional uses within 
the project corridor. Eighty-three 


representative locations consistent an 







with the three FTA use categories 
were chosen for monitoring and 
analysis, as shown on Figure 4-27. 
Receptor sites were selected based 
on their sensitivity to noise and 
vibration, close proximity to line 
operations and therefore 
representative of potential 
exposure for a larger area 
surrounding each representative 
site. Noise measurements were 


Land Uses (dBA) 


collected during the time period 
covering January 2011 to June 
2012 using laboratory-calibrated 
sound level meters. 


Project Noise Exposure, Category 1 and 2 


The measured day-night noise 
levels at residential land uses 
within the study area ranged from 40 
55 dBA at Receptor M-5 40 
(single-family residences along 
Elm Street in Chevy Chase) to 
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No Impact 
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78 dBA at Receptors M-22 (multi-family residences 
along Falkland Lane in Silver Spring) and M-39 (a 
residential property on Erskine Road in College 
Park). In general, the lower measured noise levels 
occurred in suburban communities while the higher 
noise levels typically occurred in more urban 
settings adjacent to roadways with greater vehicular 
traffic. 


Measured peak hour noise levels at parks within the 
study area ranged from 52 dBA at Receptor P-3 
(Rock Creek Stream Valley Park) to 77 dBA at 
Receptor P-11 (Glenridge Community Park). Peak 
hour noise levels at University of Maryland 
receptors within the study area ranged from 57 dBA 
at Receptor UMD-1 (Ludwig Field & Kehoe Track) 
to 68 dBA at Receptor UMD-3 (Health Center on 
Campus Drive). Measured peak hour noise levels at 
institutional receptors in the study area ranged from 
52 dBA at Receptor M-16 (Rock Creek Pool on 
Grubb Road) to 74 dBA at Receptor M-19A 
(Rosemary Hills Elementary School). 


85 


Project Noise Exposure, Category 3 
Land Uses (dBA) 


Note: 

Noise exposure is in terms 
Of Leg (h) for Category 

1 and 3 land uses, Lgp for 
Category 2 land uses. 





: : 45 
50 95 60 65 70 75 80 


Existing Noise Exposure (dBA) 


Source: Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment, FTA, 2006. 
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Figure 4-27. Representative Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Assessment Locations 
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Figure 4-27. Representative Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Assessment Locations (continued) 
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Figure 4-27. Representative Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Assessment Locations (continued) 
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Figure 4-27. Representative Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Assessment Locations (continued) 
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Based on the field measurement findings, the high 
ambient noise conditions reported at some 
residential and other noise-sensitive monitoring 
locations reflect their close proximity to active 
roadways and existing freight rail corridors. 


4.11.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 


Noise Sources Related to LRT Vehicle Operations 
Project-related sound levels were estimated for each 
of the 83 representative sites described in 

Section 4.11.2. FTA noise estimate calculation 
process considers distance to the transitway, type of 
track, train length, train speed, service operations 
(headways), and presence of at-grade crossovers 
(areas where the train and street traffic intersect). 
An onboard warning device or bell was included in 
the calculations for areas in the vicinity of stations 
and certain at-grade crossings, with the assumption 
that the device or bell would sound within approxi- 
mately five seconds of approaching the station or 
grade crossing. MTA is currently developing a Bell 
and Horn Policy for the Purple Line which would 
indicate standard operating procedures for horn 
and bell use in different types of locations. This 
noise analysis assumed the most conservative use of 
horns and bells, without regard to differences in 
train operating conditions (for example: mixed 
traffic lanes versus exclusive lanes, residential areas 
versus non-residential). Actual operating policy for 
the Purple Line will likely reflect these differences. 


The calculations also included noise associated with 
the yard and maintenance facility activities, as well 
as train movements into, out of, and within the yard 
and maintenance facilities. Receptors located within 
1,000 feet of the Lyttonsville Yard included M-15, 
M-16, M-17, M-17A, and M-18; those nearest the 
Glenridge Maintenance Facility site are M-47, 
M-48, and M-49. 


Most LRT projects incorporate various design 
elements to help reduce noise exposure during daily 
line operations. The predicted sound levels for the 
Preferred Alternative were calculated with the 
incorporation of the following measures in the 


project build design: 
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e Between Bethesda and Rock Creek Stream 
Valley Park, the Preferred Alignment 
transitway design would have a four-foot noise 
wall on the south side of the transitway. On the 
north side of the transitway, either the trail 
would be elevated more than four feet above the 
tracks, or a four-foot noise wall would be 
included between the Capital Crescent Trail 
and the adjacent community. The four-foot 
noise wall would provide a 4 dBA noise 
reduction from LRT vehicle movements. 

e LRT vehicles will be constructed to include 
vehicle skirt panels to reduce the noise caused 
by the interaction of, and friction between, the 
wheels pressing down on the rails as the train 
travels along the transitway. This design feature 
would reduce the vehicle noise by 8 dBA along 
the entire length of the project corridor. For 
areas near the four-foot barrier/retaining walls, 
the combination of both measures would 
provide a total of 12 dBA noise reduction. 


The predicted sound levels were compared to the 
existing sound levels at each location to identify 
sites that would result in future operational noise 
exposure constituting either an FTA-based 
moderate impact or severe impact condition. The 
analysis found that none of the studied represen- 
tative sensitive receptors would experience project- 
related sound levels that would exceed the FTA 
Severe Impact threshold. Moderate impacts due to 
Purple Line operations are projected to occur at 11 
residential properties comprising seven single- 
family residences represented by sites M-26, 
M-27A, and M-52, and four apartment buildings 
(containing a total of approximately 140 units) 
represented by sites M-23A, M-27A, M-28, and 
M-44. Five sites (M-23A, M-26, M-27A, M-28, and 
M-44) are representative of residential properties 
that are within 200 feet of a station. The sixth site, 
M-52, is located within 200 feet of a grade crossing. 
The noise exposure projected at all of these sites is 
due primarily to horn soundings which are required 
as the LRT approaches stations and grade crossings. 


Noise exposure levels at all other receptor sites 
identified in Figure 4-27 are projected to remain 
below FTA Moderate Impact threshold. Table 4-29 
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summarizes the number of impacted sites by land 
use type. 


Table 4-29. Predicted Project Noise Impacts 








Type of Receptor Number of Impacts Locations 










Residence (Ldn) FTA Moderate Impact at 7 M-23A, M-26, 
single-family residences and 4 | M-27A, M-28, 
apartment buildings containing | M-44 M-52 





approximately 140 units 





Institution (Leq) 
Park (Leg) 






Other Noise Sources 
In addition to LRT vehicle operations, other noise 


sources associated with the Preferred Alternative 

include the public address (PA) system at stations, 

wheel squeal, and the TPSS. Following is a 

qualitative description of each noise source: 

e PA systems would be installed at stations to 
announce LRT arrivals and departures and 
provide other information to patrons. 

e Wheel squeal can occur when steel-wheel LRT 
vehicles traverse tight radius curves. It is very 
difficult to predict when and where wheel 
squeal would occur. Generally, the potential for 
wheel squeal to occur is when the radius of 
track curvature is less than 600 feet. Within the 
Purple Line corridor, 20 tight radius (<600 feet) 
curve locations occur along the transitway 
alignment. 

e The Preferred Alternative includes TPSS, 
installed at approximately one-mile intervals, to 
provide electrical power for light rail vehicles. 
The primary noise from the TPSS is the 
transformer hum. 


With proper design and implementation of 
mitigation measures described below, these other 
noise sources would not cause additional noise 
impacts. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

As noted above, the LRT vehicles will be designed 
to include vehicle skirt panels to reduce the noise 
caused by LRT operations, and a combination of 
noise walls and retaining walls would be incor- 
porated between Bethesda and Rock Creek Stream 


4-108 


August 2013 


Valley Park to reduce operational noise for the 
adjacent communities. 


MTA will minimize the noise from the Preferred 

Alternative operations as follows: 

e The PA systems will have volume adjustment 
controls designed to maintain announcement 
volume at the specified noise levels, as appro- 
priate. With proper use, short-term noise from 
the PA system announcements is not expected 
to be a noise annoyance to residential 
communities adjacent to stations. 

e The TPSS will be designed in accordance with 
the MTA design criteria, which are intended to 
minimize the noise from the transformer hum. 


Mitigation 

MTA’s analysis found that further minimization 
and mitigation of operational noise at impacted 
sites is not reasonable. Much of the noise impact is 
derived from use of transit warning horns at 
stations and crossings, and eliminating the transit 
horn is not possible due to safety concerns. Another 
common noise-reduction measure—the 
construction of noise walls—is not feasible for this 
project because these barriers would block driveway 
access and pedestrian walkways, as well as intro- 
ducing visual impacts. Therefore, these additional 
measures are not proposed. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

Constructing the Purple Line would involve a range 
of activities, including excavating the rail 
right-of-way; tunnel construction; constructing 
grade crossing areas, bridges, and yard and 
maintenance facilities; laying track; and 
constructing stations and other system elements 
(see Chapter 5.0 for more information on the 
anticipated construction activities). 


Noise levels during construction are difficult to 
predict, and they vary depending on the type and 
duration of construction activity and the number 
and type of equipment used during each stage of 
work. Specifically, the location of sensitive receptors 
in relation to the construction activity and the 
duration of construction activities affect the 
potential for noise impact. Track-related 
construction would move continuously along the 
corridor; therefore, the duration of exposure to 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


construction-related noise at any one property 
would be limited. 


Some specialized construction work does have the 

potential to create noise impacts. This includes: 

e Tunneling (Plymouth Street tunnel) 

e Pile driving 

e Heavy equipment use (Silver Spring Transit 
Center and associated structures, and sections 
along the transitway with extensive bridge and 
retaining wall work). 


However, the noise impact for these activities would 
be realized only for sensitive receptors in close 
proximity to these specific locations and not along 
the entire length of the transitway. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

As part of the Purple Line contract specification 

documents, MTA would establish performance 

standards for construction equipment to reduce 
noise associated with the construction activities. 

MTA is committed to abiding by local noise 

ordinances, whenever feasible and reasonable, in 

accordance with its own performance standards, 
which will include, but not necessarily be limited to, 
the following: 

e Conduct construction activities during the 
daytime whenever possible. 

e Conduct truck loading, unloading, and hauling 
operations in a manner that minimizes noise. 

e Route construction equipment and other 
vehicles carrying spoil, concrete, or other 
materials over routes that would cause the least 
disturbance to residents in the vicinity of the 
activity. 

e Locate site stationary equipment away from 
residential areas to the extent reasonably 
feasible within the site/staging area. 

e Employ the best available control technologies 
to limit excessive noise when working near 
residences 

e Adequately notify the public of construction 
operations and schedules including methods 
such as construction-alert publications and a 
Noise Complaint Hotline to handle complaints 
quickly. 
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4.12 Vibration 


This section describes the existing vibration 
environment, identifies project-related ground- 
borne vibration (GBV) and ground-borne noise 
(GBN) that would result from the operation of the 
Preferred Alternative and short-term construction 
activities, identifies areas that need further study as 
the project design advances, and discusses 
mitigation measures to be implemented as part of 
construction to minimize the identified impacts. 
More detail regarding the vibration analysis can be 
found in the Purple Line Vibration Technical Report 
(2013). 


4.12.1 Introduction 


A vibration impact assessment was conducted in 
accordance with NEPA and the guidelines set forth 
by FTA. The details of the analysis methodology are 
outlined in FTA’s guidance manual for assessing 
noise and vibration impacts of proposed mass 
transit projects, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact 
Assessment (FTA 2006). 


The study area is based upon screening distances 
identified in the guidance manual, and varies in 
width depending upon FTA-defined land use 
categories. For residential land uses, the study area 
extends 150 feet on either side of the Preferred 
Alternative alignment. This corridor is reduced to 
100 feet on either side for institutional uses and 
expanded to 450 feet on each side for special 
buildings, such as concert halls and recording 
studios, which may be particularly sensitive to 
vibration. 


Methodology 


The vibration analysis began with identification of 
representative vibration sensitive receptors within 
the study area that could be adversely affected by 
operation of the Preferred Alternative. Vibration 
sensitive receptors are buildings in which vibration 
resulting from the project could be perceived by 
occupants or equipment housed therein, and 
includes all three categories described above 
(residential, institutional and special buildings). 


Existing ambient vibration conditions were meas- 
ured at these representative vibration sensitive 
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receptors. The majority of the readings were taken 
on concrete slabs close to the affected property and 
on the side of the receptor closest to vibration 
sources, such as roadway or train traffic and nearby 
existing industrial land uses. As requested by UMD, 
the receptor location at Dorchester Hall was located 
within the basement. 


Future vibration levels at each receptor were 
estimated using generalized ground-borne vibration 
curves provided in the FTA guidance manual. 
Impacts were then assessed by comparing the esti- 
mated vibration levels to applicable FTA impact 
thresholds to identify areas of impact. Possible 
refinements were then identified that would 
dampen project-related vibration. These refine- 
ments will be evaluated as the project design 
advances. 


FIA Criteria 


FTA vibration criteria set a threshold for the 
maximum ground vibration caused by a single 
typical LRT vehicle pass-by. Project vibration effects 
that fall under these levels are determined to have 
“No Impact.” The vibration criteria, shown in 
Table 4-30, depend on three indoor land use 
categories and provide different impact thresholds 
based on the daily pass-by frequency. FTA 
“frequent events” criteria are applicable to the 
Preferred Alternative because the number of LRT 
vehicle pass-by events would exceed 70 per day. 
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FTA criteria pertain to both ground-borne 
vibration and ground-borne noise. Ground-borne 
vibration is the perceivable movement of the 
building floors, rattling of windows, and shaking of 
items on shelves. Ground-borne noise is the 
“rumble” that can radiate from the motion of 
surfaces within buildings due to ground-borne 
vibration. As airborne noise often masks ground- 
borne noise where transit systems run at grade or 
elevated, ground-borne noise criteria are primarily 
applied to below-grade rail operations, such as the 
proposed Plymouth Street tunnel. 


The FTA vibration impact threshold for residential 
buildings is 72 VdB. In addition, FTA has vibration 
impact criteria for a specific category of buildings. 
These “special buildings,” defined under Category 1 
include buildings that contain uses such as concert 
halls, theaters, and recording studios which have a 
lower tolerance to vibration. For these “special 
buildings,” a frequent events criterion of 65 VdB is 
used for the impact threshold. Additional FTA 
criteria would apply for properties located adjacent 
to the Preferred Alternative near the existing CSXT 
freight railroad. In accordance with FTA guidance, 
a proposed project would cause additional impact if 
existing vibration levels in heavily-used rail 
corridors exceed the general vibration impact 
criteria and if the proposed project would at least 
double the number of vibration events in a day. 


Table 4-30. Ground-Borne Vibration and Ground-Borne Noise Impact Criteria for General Assessment 


Ground-Borne Vibration Impact Levels 
(VdB re: 1 micro-inch/sec) 


Frequent Occasional 


Ground-Borne Noise Impact Levels 
(dB re: 20 micro Pascals/sec) 


Infrequent Frequent Occasional Infrequent 





Land Use Category Events | Events ” 
Category 1: Buildings where vibration 65 VdB 65 VdB 
would interfere with interior operations 





Category 2: Residences and buildings 
where people normally sleep 


Events ° Events 2 Events ° Events 4 
65 VdB N/A‘ N/A‘ N/A‘ 


72 VdB 75 VdB 80 VdB 35 dBA 38 dBA 43 dBA 


Category 3: Institutional land uses with 75 VaB 78 VdB 83 VdB 40 dBA 43 dBA 48 dBA 
primary daytime use 


'Frequent Events” is defined as more than 70 vibration events per day. 


"Occasional Events” is defined as between 30 and 70 vibration events per day 


"Infrequent Events” is defined as less than 30 vibration events per day. 


‘N/A means “not applicable.” Vibration-sensitive equipment is not sensitive to ground-borne noise 


Source: FTA, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment, May 2006. 


4-110 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


Criteria for Buildings with Extremely Sensitive Equipment 
Several buildings within the UMD campus either 
contain equipment that is sensitive to vibration or 
utilize processes that are extremely vibration- 
sensitive. MTA and UMD have agreed to use the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST) criteria for nanotechnology, which has a 
limit of 42 VdB above 20 Hertz. Where the 
Preferred Alternative transitway centerline would 
be within 100 feet of existing or potential research 
laboratories, the transitway would be designed to 
meet the more restrictive of the ambient vibration 
levels or the NIST criterion of 42 VdB. 


Construction Criteria 

Although ground-borne vibration related to human 
annoyance (generally expressed in units of “VdB”) 
is the primary concern during project operation, 
potential building damage is the concern during the 
construction phase. 


Building damage can occur from construction- 
related vibration as a result of displacement 
(movement) of a building over time and therefore 
the structural damage criteria is expressed in 
particle velocity rather than the vibration decibel 
level. Consequently, construction vibration is 
expressed as Peak Particle Velocity (PPV) in units 
of inches per second. FTA’s construction vibration 
damage criteria indicate that for non-engineered 
timber and masonry buildings, typical of structures 
located near the proposed transitway, the PPV 
should not exceed 0.2 inches per second. 


4.12.2 Affected Environment 


A review of aerial photography of the Preferred 
Alternative alignment, field visits, and adjacent land 
uses resulted in the identification of 23 repre- 
sentative vibration measurement sites consisting 
primarily of residential properties, with the closest 
building located 22 feet from the proposed transit- 
way. Other sensitive uses include two schools and a 
recording studio. Figure 4-27, in Section 4.11, 
depicts the vibration monitoring and impact 
assessment locations. Vibration measurements were 
collected in December 2011. 


Along most of the project corridor, existing vibra- 
tion levels were found to be generally imperceptible 
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to humans, and were typically the result of traffic 
movement on nearby roadways. The monitored 
vibration levels for sites near active roadways 
ranged between 44 VdB and 80 VdB. In some 
locations, extremely low levels of vibration, ranging 
between 35 VdB and 38 VdB, were recorded 
because the traffic volume in the vicinity of the 
receptor was extremely light. 


In one area near the Barrington Apartments, 
existing CSXT freight trains are the dominant cause 
of vibration, and existing residences are located as 
close as 45 feet from the existing rail line. Measured 
vibration levels at this receptor site reached 80 VdB. 


A few vibration-sensitive locations, such as the 
Falkland Chase Apartments, experience some level 
of vibration from existing Metrorail, MARC, and 
Amtrak train movements; however tracks at this 
section of the project corridor are in a cut slope 
condition, which tends to reduce the effect of 
vibration. Vibration levels measured at the Falkland 
Chase Apartments reached a peak of 50 VdB. 


Measured vibration levels within the UMD campus 
were collected as part of a 2009 study completed at 
the request of the Maryland Department of Trans- 
portation at non-residential buildings within the 
UMD Campus. The resulting measurements and 
analysis are in the report Purple Line Project— 
University of Maryland—Ambient Vibration Study 
(August 2009). Vibration levels were measured 
within various laboratories and research facilities 
and along exterior portions of buildings in which 
vibration sensitive equipment has historically been 
housed, and continues to be used. In general, 
ambient vibration conditions at most measured 
campus locations were below the FTA vibration 
impact criterion of 42 VdB (125 micro-inches/ 
second) for sensitive devices. Vibration velocity 
levels inside the basements of several building sites 
averaged between 7 and 58 micro-inches/second. 
When comparing average building vibration levels 
to exterior grounds, the buildings tended to vibrate 
less than the ground at low frequencies. At higher 
frequencies, the buildings vibrated more than the 
outside grounds, indicating that vibration sources 
within the buildings themselves were a dominant 
source of vibration. 
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4.12.3 Preferred Alternative 


Long-term Operational Effects 

Project-related vibration levels were estimated at 
each of the 23 monitoring sites plus three additional 
locations that were identified as examples of unique 
building usage that are not represented by the 
monitoring sites. Estimated vibration levels range 
from 55 to 71 VdB for receptors that are 50 feet or 
more away from the transitway alignment. For 
receptors closer than 50 feet, the levels range 
between 67 and 78 VdB. 


In most areas, no vibration impact is projected; 
however, within 50 feet of the transitway alignment, 
three receptors (Sites S3, S4, and S9), representing 
four single-family residences and one multi-family 
apartment building (containing approximately 6 
units), are predicted to experience project-related 
vibration levels at or above the 72 VdB impact 


threshold. 


Sites S3 and S4, both located 45 feet from the 
centerline of the proposed transitway alignment, 
would experience vibration levels in the range of 73 
VGB. Site S9, the Barrington Apartments, would see 
vibration levels above the FTA impact threshold 
because of a combination of high existing vibration 
levels reaching 80 VdB associated with 30 CSXT 
freight train movements, and Purple Line opera- 
tions adding 70 more pass-by events per day. The 
vibration levels caused by Purple Line movements 
are expected to reach 72 VdB at this site. Table 4-31 
summarizes the vibration impact findings. 


The ground-borne noise generated from operating 
the Purple Line operations in the proposed 


Table 4-31. Impacted Property Locations 


Distance to 


Transitway 
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Plymouth Street tunnel is predicted to be 28 dBA, 
which would be below the applicable FTA impact 
criteria. 


Mitigation 

MTA will perform site-specific assessments of those 
areas identified in the FEIS as having potential 
vibration impacts. MTA will develop appropriate 
mitigation measures. 


MTA will analyze extremely vibration-sensitive 
buildings located within the UMD campus, as 
agreed upon by MTA and UMD. The study will 
establish criteria, and measure regarding mitigation 
for vibration will be specified in the MTA UMD 
agreement. MTA will develop appropriate 
mitigation measures. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

Constructing the Purple Line would involve a range 
of activities, including excavating the rail right-of- 
way; tunnel construction; constructing grade 
crossings, bridges, and the yard and maintenance 
facilities; laying track; constructing stations and 
other system elements, and the movement of heavy 
trucks and construction equipment (see Chapter 5.0 
for more information on the anticipated construc- 
tion activities). The potential for vibration impacts 
to occur is low for construction activities which 
utilize equipment such as air compressors, rubber 
wheeled vehicles, hydraulic loaders and other light 
equipment usage. However, some specialized 
construction work does have the potential to create 
vibration impacts: tunneling, pile driving, and 
heavy equipment use. 


Predicted | Amount Over 


Vibration FTA Criteria Total Number of 





Site # Measurement Location Centerline 


Level (VdB) | Level (VdB) Affected Properties 


S3 | 4230 East West Highway | 32 «| 78} | residences 


$4 | 4110 Edgevale Court 


S9 | 1946 Rosemary Hills Drive (The Barrington Apartments)! a 


73 | 1 Dresidences 
72 


n/a ] apartment complex (approx. 6 
units) 


'At the Barrington Apartments, future vibration levels would exceed the FTA impact threshold due to high existing vibration levels caused by daily CSX freight 


train pass-bys, in combination with the Purple Line LRT train pass-bys. 
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The location of sensitive receptors in relation to the 
construction activity and the duration of construc- 
tion activities affect the potential for vibration 
impact. MTA expects relatively small areas of the 
proposed project corridor to potentially experience 
vibration effects from construction activities at any 
given time. Track-related construction would 


move continuously along the corridor; therefore, 
the duration of exposure to construction-related 
vibration at any one property would be limited. 


A potential does exist, however, for vibration- 
sensitive buildings to be impacted by non-track 
related types of construction. Examples include 
construction of the Silver Spring Transit Center, the 
Plymouth Street tunnel, and sections along the 
transitway where extensive bridge and retaining 
wall work would occur. However, the impact would 
be realized only for sensitive receptors in close 
proximity to these specific locations and not along 
the entire length of the transitway. 


Construction of the Plymouth Street tunnel, which 
potentially would include blasting, is expected to be 
the longest sustained period of construction, and 
blasting typically would generate the most 
vibration. While overall construction of the tunnel 
would last approximately 30 months, the 
anticipated duration of the blasting operations, if 
any, would be substantially less. 


Other locations where heavy construction would 
occur for extended periods of time are the Silver 
Spring Transit Center and associated structures and 
the Rock Creek and Lyttonsville Place bridges. 
Although heavy construction would occur at all 
three of these locations, no vibration sensitive 
receptors are present in close proximity to these 
proposed construction sites. 


Certain construction activities, such as pile driving 
for new structures and retaining walls, would occur 
at numerous locations along the corridor and have 
the potential to create more vibration than other 
activities. The methods for driving the piles would 
include both impact and non-impact procedures. 
Preliminary engineering indicates that the following 
sensitive receptors would be in close proximity to 
pile driving: the Falkland Chase Apartments, 
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Rosemary Hills Elementary School, and the 
Barrington Apartments. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

MTA will identify control measures to be imple- 
mented by the contractor during construction 
activities to minimize the potential for vibration 
impacts. 


As the project design advances, MTA will consider 

requiring that the construction contractor employ 

the following control measures to minimize the 

potential for vibration impacts during construction: 

e Notify the community of all blasting operations 
well before the activities commence 

e Schedule blasting or pile driving activities 
during hours that would least impact residents 
at sensitive receptors 

e Divert heavy truck and construction equipment 
movements away from sensitive receptors by 
utilizing roadways that contain a limited 
number of residential or sensitive structures 

e Hire a Blasting Consultant with adequate 
experience in performing controlled blasting. 

e Set vibration limits for blasting. 

e Monitor the vibration of each blast. 

e Conduct test blasts prior to full production 
blasts. These test blasts will allow the 
Contractor to determine if their proposed 
blasting methodology is appropriate and meets 
the vibration requirements prior to completing 
a full blast. 

e Conduct pre-construction survey and 
post-construction survey in sensitive areas. 


Mitigation 

Vibration-related effects will be addressed in 
advance of, or in conjunction with, the construction 
of the Preferred Alternative. Mitigation is not 
anticipated to be required. 


4.13 Habitat and Wildlife 


This section describes the regulatory environment 
and the methodology used to determine project 
impacts on habitat and wildlife. It defines the types 
of habitat and wildlife found within the study area, 
including forests, specimen trees, terrestrial wildlife, 
aquatic habitat and biota, and rare, threatened, and 
endangered species. It also describes the effects of 
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the Preferred Alternative on these resources and 


discusses minimization strategies that MTA has 


taken to eliminate or reduce impacts, as well as 


mitigation measures MTA will undertake to offset 


adverse effects. 


4.13.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


The following statutes and regulations apply to 


forests and specimen trees: 


Forest Conservation Act (FCA), Natural 
Resources Article Section 5-1609, COMAR 
15.15.03.02—protects forests, defined as 
biological communities dominated by trees and 
other woody species that extend at least 50 feet 
wide and comprise 10,000 square feet. When a 
grading or sediment control permit is required 
for areas equal to or greater than 40,000 square 
feet, the project is required to prepare a Forest 
Stand Delineation (FSD) and a Forest 
Conservation Plan (FCP). A FCP is a long-term 
protective document, defining areas for 
permanent protection of forest and related 
resources through legal means such as 
conservation easements, deed restrictions, 
covenants, or other legally binding agreements 
ensuring that areas retained, reforested, or 
afforested remain as undisturbed forest in 
perpetuity. 


The following statutes and regulations apply to 
terrestrial wildlife: 


COMAR 27.02.05.12—protects Forest Interior 
Dwelling Species (FIDS) located within the 
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area (CBCA). FIDS 
depend upon large, contiguous forest stands to 
successfully breed and produce sustainable 
populations. Although the project is outside the 
CBCA, given the widespread public awareness 
of the need to protect forest interior habitat, the 
impact of the project to FIDS habitat has been 
considered. FIDS habitat is defined by the 
CBCA as riparian forests at least 50 acres in size 
with an average total width of 300 feet or forest 
patches at least 50 acres in size with at least 10 
acres of forest interior (forest greater than 300 
feet from the nearest forest edge). The MDNR is 
responsible for identifying FIDS habitat and 
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encourages the conservation of these habitats 
during the project planning phases. 

e Migratory Bird Treaty Act—makes it illegal for 
anyone to take, possess, import, export, 
transport, sell, purchase, barter, or offer for sale, 
purchase, or barter, any migratory bird, or the 
parts, nests, or eggs of such birds except under 
the terms of a valid permit issued pursuant to 
Federal regulations. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) is the lead agency for 
migratory birds. 


The following statutes and regulations apply to 

aquatic biota and habitat: 

e COMAR 26.08.02.08: Stream Segment 
Designations (MDE 2007)—regulates 
in-stream construction for the protection of 
aquatic habitat and fisheries resources during 
certain periods of the year, depending upon the 
Stream Use Classification of the stream 
segment. 

e The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Reauthorization Act 
(MSRA)—requires the National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to integrate NEPA 
and the fisheries management process for 
environmental review and to regulate project 
effects to marine habitat and fisheries resources. 

e Section 404/401 of the Clean Water 
Act—regulated by MDE and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) for impacts to 
streams and the aquatic biota and habitat 
within them. The associated regulation of 
wetlands is discussed in further detail in 
Section 4.14. 


The following statutes and regulations apply to rare, 

threatened, and endangered species: 

e Endangered Species Act of 1973—regulated by 
the USFWS and NMFS to protect 
federally-listed rare, endangered, and 
threatened species. 

e Nongame and Endangered Species Conserva- 
tion Act (Annotated Code of Maryland 
10-2A-01)—The MDNR’s Fisheries Service 
maintains a list of game and commercial fish 
species that are designated as threatened or 
endangered in Maryland (COMAR 08.02.12). 
The MDNR Wildlife and Heritage Service 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


(WHS) and Natural Heritage Program (NHP) 
track both the federal and state lists. 


The study area assessed for terrestrial wildlife, 
aquatic biota and habitat, and rare, threatened, and 
endangered species is the Purple Line LOD, 
described in Section 4.1. The study area for forests 
extends an additional 50 feet to each side of the 
LOD, per MDNR forest regulations. 


Following is a brief description of the data sources 

for each analysis: 

e Forests and Specimen Trees—An FSD was 
previously conducted within all forested areas 
in the study area, as detailed in The Forest Stand 
Delineation Report for the Purple Line Transit 
Connection (2011). All forests within the study 
area were characterized, and all specimen trees 
(trees greater than 30 inch diameter at breast 
height or 75 percent of the State Champion ) 
were identified and shown on project mapping 
(see Volume 2—Environmental Resource 
Mapping). The FSD report was submitted to the 
MDNR Forestry Division for review on March 
1, 2012 and was approved on June 13, 2012. 

e Terrestrial Wildlife—Information regarding 
terrestrial wildlife was obtained from field 
observations and available data, both published 
and unpublished, obtained from outside 
sources. Specific data on breeding birds within 
Montgomery County were obtained from the 
Montgomery County Department of Environ- 
mental Protection (MCDEP) for the Lower 
Rock Creek and Sligo Creek portions of the 
study area. Additional breeding bird data were 
obtained and used with permission from the 
Second Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Maryland 
and the District of Columbia (2010). FIDS 
habitat, as defined above, was identified within 
a distance of 6,000 feet of the project area using 
aerial imagery. 

e Aquatic Biota and Habitat—The NMFS was 
contacted in March 2007, during preparation of 
the AA/DEIS to determine the presence of 
marine fisheries resources in the study area. 
Follow-up letters were submitted to the NMFS 


” The State Champion is the largest tree of its species as identified 
by the MDNR Big Tree Program 
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and the MDNR Environmental Review Unit 
(ERU) in 2011 to obtain current fisheries 
information. Response letters were received 
from NMFS in October 5, 2011 and May 9, 
2012. MDNR ERU responded in January 2011. 
Appendix G contains agency response letters. 
Data relating to aquatic biota were gathered 
from the MCDEP, the Prince George’s County 
Department of Environmental Resources 
(PGDER), and the MDNR Maryland Biological 
Stream Survey (MBSS). 

e Rare, Threatened, and Endangered 
Species—NMEFS, USFWS, and MDNR- Wildlife 
and Heritage Service and ERU were contacted 
in 2007 during preparation of the AA/DEIS to 
determine the presence of rare, threatened, or 
endangered species in the study area. In August 
2011, follow-up letters were submitted to these 
same agencies, and the USFWS on-line 
certification database was queried. Responses 
were received on October 26, 2011 from 
MDNE- Wildlife and Heritage Service, while 
the MDNR ERU response was received on 
January 9, 2012. The USFWS response letter 
was received on October 27, 2011. Appendix G 
contains agency response letters. 


4.13.2 Affected Environment 


Forests and Specimen Trees 

The largest forest tracts within the study area, which 
was based on the Forest Stand Delineation, are 
found primarily within the stream valleys of Rock 
Creek, Sligo Creek, Northwest Branch, Paint 
Branch, Northeast Branch, and an unnamed 
tributary to Brier Ditch. A total of 301 specimen 
trees are found within the study area, representing 
30 different species. The Forest Stand Delineation 
Report for the Purple Line Rapid Transit Connection 
(2011) provides details regarding location, species, 
and condition of the specimen trees at the time of 
the FSD. 


Terrestrial Wildlife 


The presence of terrestrial wildlife within the study 

area is a function of available habitats, as follows: 

e Urban and suburban areas characterized by 
commonly occurring opportunistic and 
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suburban- dwelling species of small and 
mid-size mammals and birds 

e Less developed, forested areas, such as the 
riparian corridors of larger stream valleys, 
characterized by native wildlife species 

e Larger interior forested areas serving as habitat 
for FIDS that depend upon large, contiguous 
forest stands to successfully breed and produce 
sustainable populations 


Aquatic Biota and Habitat 


Surface area streams were monitored at various 
locations within each subwatershed and rated for 
fish and macroinvertebrate community health and 
physical habitat by MCDEP, PGDER, and MDNR 
MBSS. A scale of very poor to good was used for 
community health, and a scale of degraded to 
excellent was used for physical habitat. PGDER 
follows the MDNR MBSS methods of sampling and 
analysis; consequently, PGDER and MDNR data are 
directly comparable. However, MCDEP has differ- 
ent scoring criteria. Table 4-32 shows the range of 
the ratings by agency, and it is explained in more 
detail in Purple Line Water Resources Technical 
Report (2013). The majority of the streams were 
rated near the very poor end of the community 
health scale. However, Northwest Branch exhibited 
a more diverse aquatic biota community than many 
study area streams, resulting in evaluation scores of 
fair to good. The physical habitat scores varied 
widely, ranging from severely degraded to excellent/ 
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good. The lowest parameter scores most often were 
related to bank stability, bank vegetation, and 
riparian vegetation, instream habitat for fish, 
embeddedness, and sedimentation. 


In a letter dated May 9, 2012, the NMFS com- 
mented that Paint Branch, Northeast Branch, and 
Brier Ditch are documented as spawning grounds 
for anadromous fish, such as blueback herring, 
alewife, and hickory shad, which live in marine 
waters but migrate to fresh water to breed. They 
also serve as nursery grounds for catadromous fish, 
such as the American eel, which live in fresh water 
but migrate to marine waters to breed. 


Historically, blockages within and downstream of 
the study area have prevented anadromous and 
catadromous fish from migrating. Specific block- 
ages within Rock Creek and Northwest Branch were 
identified in 2004 and 2007. These blockages 
continue to be present downstream of the study 
area, which reduces the likelihood of finding 
anadromous and catadromous fish passing through 
or using the study area streams for breeding or early 
development. A blockage on Northeast Branch just 
south of River Road was modified to permit fish 
passage in 1991. Anadromous fish were observed 
just below this blockage point in 2007. However, the 
1991 modification could allow for fish to move 
north of River Road into the study area. 


Table 4-32. Fish and Macroinvertebrate Community and Physical Habitat Data in Study Area Watersheds 


Rating for 





Subwatershed Agency Rating for Fish Macroinvertebrates 


Little Falls MCDEP 


Physical Habitat 
Fair—Excellent/Good 


Little Falls MDNR | VeryPoor | = Poor N/A 
Rock Creek MCDEP Fair/Good 
Rock Creek | MDNR | VeryPoor | Very Poor Degraded 


Sligo Creek MCDEP 


Fair—Good 


Fair—Excellent/Good 


Slo reek | MDNR | VeryPoor_—| Very Poor Degraded 


Northwest Branch MCDEP 


Northwest Branch | MDNR | ‘Fait-Good | _—Very PoorFair 
Northeast Branch MDNR/PGDER | Very Poor—Good Very Poor—Good 


Partially Degraded 
Severely Degraded — Minimally Degraded 


Beaverdam Creek |  PGDER |  Poor—Fair | —_ Very Poor—Fair N/A 


Source: MCDEP, PGDER, and MDNR MBSS rating data, reviewed 2012. 
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Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 

In the October 27, 2011 letter from USFWS, the 
USFWS stated that there are no federally proposed 
or listed endangered or threatened species known to 
exist within the project are; therefore, no Biological 
Assessment or further Section 7 Consultation with 
the USFWS is required. In the October 5, 2011, 
letter from NMFS, it is stated that no federally 
listedor proposed threatened or endangered species 
and/or designated critical habitat for listed species 
under NMFS jurisdiction are known to exist in the 
vicinity of the proposed project; therefore, no 
further coordination with NMFS is needed. 
TheOctober 26, 2011, letter from MDNR WHS did 
not reference any state listed species occurring 
within the study area. However, in a letter dated 
October 26, 2011, MDNR indicated that there is a 
waterbird (heron) colony located within the 
forested floodplain of Coquelin Run, in close 
proximity to the study area. The letter states that 
heronries located outside the CBCA are a rare 
resource of particular interest that should be 
protected. Disturbance to nesting herons is a 
violation of the U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Disturbance is defined as cutting nest trees, cutting 
nearby trees, or nearby construction that causes 
abandonment of chicks by the adults. Appendix G 
contains these agency letters. 


4.13.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 


Forests and Specimen Trees 

The impact of the Preferred Alternative on forest 
and specimen trees would primarily take the form 
of partial property acquisitions at the edges of 
forested habitat, affecting a total of 48 acres of 
forested habitat and 194 specimen trees. Table 4-33 
presents these impacts by project element. 


Table 4-33. Forest Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 


Transitway and | — Lyttonsville 
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Terrestrial Wildlife 


Wildlife using terrestrial resources affected by the 
Preferred Alternative would be displaced (mobile 
species) or eliminated (non-mobile species) by the 
project. Mobile species may find suitable habitat 
outside the LOD. Existing wildlife corridors within 
the stream valley parks crossed by the transitway 
would be maintained. Project-related impacts to the 
forest resources described above would affect FIDS 
by slightly reducing the overall size of FIDS habitat 
within the project area. 


The Preferred Alternative would follow an existing 
trail or existing roadways through riparian forested 
areas that are considered FIDS habitat, primarily 
along the major stream valleys of Rock Creek, 
Northwest Branch, Paint Branch, Northeast Branch, 
and Beaverdam Creek. The largest FIDS habitat 
impact of 23.4 acres would occur where the corridor 
crosses Rock Creek within the Georgetown Branch 
right-of-way. The right-of-way maintains a closed 
canopy along the riparian corridor of Rock Creek, 
maintaining contiguous FIDS habitat upstream and 
downstream of the crossing. However, the transit- 
way will result in a break in the canopy, effectively 
splitting the FIDS habitat into two sections. The 
downstream section would only be 20.4 acres in 
size, and would not meet the minimum definition 
of FIDS habitat. As shown in Table 4-34, the impact 
to FIDS habitat is two percent of the total FIDS 
habitat within close proximity (up to 6,000 feet 
from the edge of the LOD) to the Preferred 
Alternative. 


Aquatic Biota and Habitat 

Impacts to aquatic habitats and species include loss 
of habitat from construction of infrastructure 
elements and the degradation of water quality 
resulting from construction and operation activities. 


Maintenance | Traction Power 





Project Element Stations Yard 
Acres of Forested Habitat 
Number of Specimen Trees 
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Table 4-34. Summary of FIDS Habitat Impacts of the 
Preferred Alternative 


Existing FIDS 
Habitat Within 
Close Proximity to 
the Preferred | FIDS Habitat | Remaining FIDS 
Alternative Impact Habitat 
Watersheds (Acres)* (Acres) (Acres) 


Rock Creek 


Northwest Branch 385.9 
"Northeast 588 
Branch 


“Represents only FIDS habitat within the LOD and up to 6,000 feet from 
the edge of the LOD. FIDS habitat within the entire watershed is not 
represented. 

"Includes FIDS habitat within Paint Branch, Indian Creek, and Brier Ditch 
subwatersheds. 


The installation of proposed infrastructure 
elements, such as culvert extensions and closed 
drainage systems, would result in the permanent 
loss of approximately 5,152 linear feet of stream 
habitat (discussed further in Section 4.14). While 
some of these proposed improvements are being 
undertaken to address local drainage and flooding 
problems, the proposed activities could lead to 
direct loss of fish and other aquatic biota within the 
construction zone and would permanently alter the 
localized habitat. Benthic organisms, such as 
macroinvertebrates, would be impacted by 
in-stream construction more so than fish, as they 
are relatively stationary. Northeast Branch would be 
affected when the in-stream piers of an existing 
bridge would be replaced with larger piers. 


However, the species expected to be impacted are 
acclimated to disturbed settings and would be likely 
to recolonize temporarily disturbed areas, though 
the communities are unlikely to be identical to 
those present prior to construction. 


Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 

No long-term project-related impacts to federal or 
state listed rare, threatened, and endangered species 
are anticipated. 


The project also would not result in long-term 
impacts to the heron colony located within 
Coquelin Run because the colony is located outside 
the LOD approximately one-quarter mile from the 
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proposed transitway alignment and is buffered by 
an intervening roadway and residences. No direct 
or long-term impacts, such as tree clearing, to the 
Coquelin Run stream valley and its interior are 
anticipated. MTA provided detailed drawings of the 
proposed transitway to the MDNR on April 27, 
2012. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

MTA will minimize the amount of new impervious 
surface associated with the transitway, yard, and 
maintenance facility to avoid long-term water 
quality and quantity impacts to aquatic biota. 
Where practicable, MTA has aligned the transitway 
and located associated facilities in areas of existing 
pavement and impervious surfaces, such as the 
Lyttonsville Yard site. 


Project-related riparian impacts to a tributary to 
Paint Branch along Paint Branch Parkway, impacts 
to migratory fish species using the Paint Branch 
tributary, and stormwater discharge to Paint Branch 
were cited as concerns by the NMFS during the 
agency field review of the project on May 8th and 
9th, 2012. In response to these concerns, MTA 
shifted this portion of the transitway south to 
minimize impacts to the riparian zone. In addition, 
the project has been designed so that stormwater 
associated with the transitway would not be 
discharged directly into the tributary of Paint 
Branch. 


As part of project-wide avoidance and minimi- 
zation efforts, the footprint of the Glenridge 
Maintenance Facility was shifted east to minimize 
impacts to a tributary of Brier Ditch. 


MTA will continue to coordinate with the NMFS 

and other regulatory agencies as project design 

advances to identify measures to avoid or minimize: 

e Creation of in-stream barriers that block migra- 
tory fish from upstream spawning ground 

e Alterations of stream configuration, charac- 
teristics and hydrology 

e Incremental changes to in-stream water quality 
from deforestation of the riparian zone 


MTA will design proposed culverts and bridges to 
MDE standards to avoid or minimize secondary 
and cumulative impacts to migratory fish and to 
avoid alteration of habitat. 
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MTA will prepare a FCP, or similar, as the project 
design advances and will detail additional impact 
avoidance and minimization techniques to be 
applied during construction. 


Mitigation 

Where forest impacts occur, MTA will comply with 
MDNR requirements for the final forest planting 
obligation. MTA will follow MDNR direction in 
offsetting those impacts by reforestation, which is 
planting trees in cleared areas, or afforestation, 
which is planting trees in areas not previously 
forested. Based on MDNR mitigation requirements, 
MTA has preliminarily identified reforestation sites 
and forest mitigation banks with available credits 
that could be used to satisfy the requirements. 


The final forest planting obligation for the project 
will be negotiated between MTA and MDNR prior 
to construction. MDNR requires that forest mitiga- 
tion sites be chosen either as reforestation or 
afforestation on site, which is preferred, or in close 
proximity to the project area, which is allowed with 
approval from MDNR, provided the sites are within 
the same watershed as the impacted area. If these 
options are not possible, MDNR may approve the 
use of forest conservation banks. 


Short-term Construction Effects 


Forests and Specimen Trees 

Construction activities associated with utility 
relocations, implementation of sediment and 
erosion control practices, and clearing of staging 
areas would cause the removal of trees. Tree decline 
and/or mortality could occur due to significant 
critical root zone (CRZ) disturbance, tree limb 
damage, changes in soil moisture, and soil compac- 
tion as a result of grading operations and other 
construction related activities occurring near or 
adjacent to individual trees. Chapter 5.0 provides 
more information on the anticipated construction 
activities. 


Terrestrial Wildlife 


Temporarily displaced, mobile, disturbance- 
tolerant species would be expected to return to their 
typical edge habitats once construction is complete 
and the corridor edge conditions have been 
reestablished. 
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Aquatic Biota and Habitat 

Short-term impacts to aquatic biota and habitat 
resulting from project construction include physical 
disturbances or alterations to habitat, accidental 
spills either directly into water resources or 
indirectly through surface runoff, and sediment 
releases that could affect aquatic life. Earth-moving 
activities would expose soils that, if left in an 
unstable condition, could enter waterways during 
storms. 


Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species 

No short-term project-related impacts to federal or 
state listed rare, threatened, and endangered species 
are anticipated. The project also would not result in 
short-term impacts to the heron colony. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

The CRZ of specimen trees to be retained will be 
protected during construction through the 
installation of tree protection strategies as detailed 
in the FCP that will be prepared for the project. 


MTA will provide a spill management plan and 
water quality and quantity controls for work area 
containment and the use and storage of fuels and 
other contaminants based on current regulations 
and project permit conditions. 


MTA will not undertake in-stream construction 
during state-mandated stream closure periods. 


MTA will coordinate with the MDNR as project 
design advances to ensure that its concerns are 
addressed relative to the heron colony located 
within Coquelin Run. 


Mitigation 

MTA will restore and stabilize temporarily 
disturbed aquatic habitat at the end of construction 
according to a restoration plan developed in 
coordination with the USACE and MDE. The 
permits related to these activities, as well as the 
required MDE Waterway Construction permit, are 
intended to protect aquatic biota and water quality 
and ensure that the Preferred Alternative complies 
with federally-mandated water quality standards. 
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4.14 Water Resources 


This section summarizes current regulations 
regarding Waters of the U.S. (WUS) and wetlands, 
surface waters, floodplains, groundwater, and 
hydrogeology. It defines the existing conditions of 
these resources within the study area and describes 
the effects of the Preferred Alternative on these 
resources. It also discusses minimization strategies 
that MTA has taken to eliminate or reduce impacts 
and mitigation measures MTA will undertake to 
offset adverse effects. Further details are included in 
Purple Line Water Resources Technical Report 
(2013). 


4.14.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) establishes the 
structure for regulating discharges of pollutants into 
the WUS and regulating water quality standards for 
surface waters. WUS include unvegetated ponds, 
seasonal pools, and perennial, intermittent, and 
ephemeral stream channels. Wetlands are a subset 
of WUS and support a prevalence of vegetation 
typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions 
(USACE 2012). 


Requirements relating to water resources also can 
be found in the following statutes, regulations, and 
Executive Order: 

e Section 404 of the CWA, which governs project 
activities that result in the potential discharge of 
dredged or fill material into WUS, including 
wetlands). 

e Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, 
and USDOT Order 5660.1A, Preservation of the 
Nation’s Wetlands 

e 33 CFR Part 325 (permitting process for 
Section 404 permits) 

e 33 CFR Part 322 (mitigation requirements for 
Section 404 permitting decisions) 

e 40 CFR Part 230 (guidelines for Section 404 
permitting decisions) 

e Section 401 of the Clean Water Act-Water 
Quality Certificate 

e Maryland Nontidal Wetlands Protection Act 

e Waterway and 100-year Floodplain 
Construction Regulations 
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Under the CWA, the EPA has implemented 
pollution control programs and set water quality 
standards for all contaminants in surface waters. 
The CWA mandates that the State establish total 
maximum daily loads (TMDL) in order to bring 
existing water quality up to minimum established 
water quality standards in streams that have been 
categorized as “impaired.” A TMDL is an estimate 
of the maximum amount of a pollutant that a given 
waterbody can absorb without violating environ- 
mental water quality standards (MDE 2011). The 
State of Maryland has established water quality 
standards for the protection of public health or 
welfare, simultaneously providing enhancement of 
water quality and protection of aquatic resources. 
Additional regulations apply to streams that are 
designated as scenic or wild, either through the 
federal or state designation, or are navigable. The 
following regulations and standards apply to 
streams and water quality: 
e Section 303 (d) of the Clean Water Act 
e MDE Water Quality Standards 
e Maryland Scenic and Wild Rivers Act of 1968 
e Federal Wild and Scenic River Act 
e Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors 
Appropriation Act (RHA) of 1899 


Floodplains are regulated to minimize flooding 

impacts on upstream and downstream properties, 

and to avoid or minimize impacts to floodplains. 

The following regulations apply to floodplains: 

e USDOT Order 5650.2, Floodplain Management 
and Protection 

e Executive Order 11988, Floodplain 
Management 

e MDE 100-Year Floodplain Construction 
Regulations 


The study area assessed for water resources is the 
Purple Line project’s LOD, as described in 

Section 4.1. For consideration of surface water 
quality, the nearest sampling sites, located upstream 
or downstream from the study area, were used. 


WUS and Wetlands 

WUS and wetlands data were gathered from 
published sources including the USFWS National 
Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil 
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Surveys for Montgomery and Prince George’s 
Counties. The study area was field investigated for 
potential WUS and wetlands. Wetland delineations 
were conducted between December 2011 and April 
2012 to verify and supplement data sources in 
accordance with the Regional Supplements to the 
Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: 
Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain Region Version 2.0 
(USACE 2010) and Eastern Mountains and 
Piedmont Region (USACE 2010). Wetland functions 
and values were assessed using the New England 
Method (USACE 1991) for all wetlands greater than 
one-half acre in size. For smaller wetlands, a formal 
analysis of functions and values was not conducted; 
however, observed functions and values were noted 
based on the professional experience of the wetland 
scientists performing the delineations. 


To gain agency concurrence on field-identified 
WUS and wetland boundaries, USACE and MDE 
agency field reviews were conducted on May 8 and 
9, 2012. Based on subsequent coordination with the 
USACE, MTA anticipates the USACE will provide 
an Approved Jurisdictional Determination for 
WUS and wetlands within the study area. This 
would be obtained following completion of the 
NEPA process. 


Surtace Waters 

Data for the chemical characteristics of existing 
water resources within project-area watersheds 
were gathered from the MDNR, the MCDEP, the 
MBSS, and the PGDER. Existing data were based on 
studies completed over many years; however, only 
data collected since 2000 were considered current. 
The MDE has established standards regarding water 
quality, with parameters based on designated 
Stream Use Classification. These standards are 
listed in the COMAR 26.08.02.01-.03—Water. The 
State has developed and the EPA has approved 
TMDLs for the overall Chesapeake Bay watershed 
including the Purple Line study area. The study area 


” Approved Jurisdictional Determinations (JDs) are used by the 
USACE to help implement Section 404 of the CWA and Sections 
and 10 of the RHA. An approved JD is an official USACE 
determination that jurisdictional “waters of the United States,” or 
“navigable waters of the United States,” or both, are either present 
or absent on a particular site. An approved JD precisely identifies 
the limits of those waters on the project site determined to be 


jurisdictional under the CWA/RHA. (See 33 C.F.R. 331.2.) 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


4.0 Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation 


streams that are classified as impaired were identi- 
fied in Maryland's Integrated Report of Surface 
Water Quality (MDE 2010). 


Floodplains 

Regulated floodplains within the study area were 
identified based on the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
(FIRM) used in conjunction with GIS mapping. 


Groundwater and Hydrogeology 

Information regarding groundwater resources and 
existing hydrology within the study area was 
gathered from available published data sources, 
including the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS), Maryland Geological Survey (MGS), and 
MDE. 


4.14.2 Affected Environment 


Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 

Field investigations identified 48 WUS and wet- 
lands (33 streams and 15 wetlands), shown in 
Figure 4-28. Most stream systems located within 
developed areas have been relocated, ditched, or 
channelized to accommodate runoff from adjacent 
roadways and the Georgetown Branch Interim 
Trail. The larger streams are channelized near 
roadway bridge crossings but remain stable and 
without channelization upstream and downstream 
of the transitway alignment. 


Most wetlands in the study area have been degraded 
by road encroachments and vegetation removal. 
Despite the high degree of disturbance, these 
wetland areas continue to provide some limited 
functions including groundwater discharge/ 
recharge, sediment/toxicant retention, nutrient 
removal, and wildlife habitat. The least affected and 
highest functioning wetlands in the study area are 
vegetated systems located in the forested floodplain 
of Rock Creek (Wetland GB-8). 


Surtace Waters 

The study area is in the Chesapeake Bay watershed 
and contains three MDNR third order water- 
sheds’ —Potomac River Montgomery County, Rock 


10 

Using the Strahler stream order, stream size is defined based on 
a hierarchy of tributaries. When two first-order streams (those with 
no tributaries) come together, they form a second-order stream. 
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Creek, and Anacostia River. Within these water- 
sheds are six perennial streams, as identified in 
Figure 4-28, each with their own subwatersheds. 
The majority of the subwatersheds are highly 
developed with little or no vegetated buffer 
remaining along streams, especially the more 
urbanized watersheds of Little Falls, Sligo Creek, 
and Lower Beaverdam Creek. 


With the exception of a portion of Northwest 
Branch, all streams within the study area are 
classified as Water Quality Use I: Water Contact 
Recreation and Protection of Non-tidal Warm 
Water Aquatic Life, which means that these streams 
support water contact sports, leisure activities 
involving direct contact with surface water, growth 
and propagation of fish other than trout and other 
aquatic life and wildlife, and agricultural and 
industrial water supply. Northwest Branch, north of 
East West Highway, is designated as Use IV: 
Recreational Trout Waters. This designation means 
waters from this portion of Northwest Branch are 
capable of supporting adult trout for a put and take 
fishery, in addition to the uses supported by Use I 
streams. None of these rivers is classified as a 
navigable waterway. 


Water Quality 


Water quality data collected in the six subwater- 
sheds in the study area generally demonstrate that 
typical chemical concentration levels meet state 
water quality standards, except for a small 
percentage of the samples that were below the state 
standards for either dissolved oxygen levels or pH 
levels. 


Total Maximum Daily Loads 

The project area is within the Chesapeake Bay 
TMDL. The Bay TMDL was developed by the EPA 
and approved in 2010 to restore clean water in the 
Bay. The Bay TMDL is a key part of an accounta- 
bility framework to ensure that all pollution control 
measures needed to fully restore the Bay and its 
tidal rivers are in place by 2025, with practices in 
place by 2017 to meet 60 percent of the necessary 
pollution reductions. 


When two second-order streams come together, they form a 
third-order stream. The U.S. NRCS redefined the third order 
watersheds creating the HUA14 file. 
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Impaired stream segments within the Chesapeake 
Bay TMDL, also known as water quality limited 
(WQL) segments, are required by MDE to have a 
TMDL developed for each segment. These WQL 
can be considered “impaired” by analyzing a wide 
variety of water quality monitoring data. Several 
WAL segments have been identified by MDE 
within the project area, and the status and results of 
the TMDL process are summarized as follows: 

e Little Falls subwatershed—TMDLs for 
sediment and nutrient impairments; submitted 
to the EPA for review in 2011. 

e Rock Creek subwatershed—TMDLs approved 
for bacteria and sediment impairments. 

e Sligo Creek, Northwest Branch, Northeast 
Branch, and Lower Beaverdam Creek 
subwatersheds—TMDLs approved for bacteria, 
sediment impairments, nutrients, trash, and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 


Maryland Scenic and Wild Rivers 

Portions of the Potomac River in Montgomery 
County and its tributaries and the Anacostia River 
and its tributaries are designated as Scenic Rivers by 
the state of Maryland. Within the study area, the 
tributaries designated as Scenic Rivers are Little 
Falls, Sligo Creek, Northwest Branch, Northeast 
Branch, and Lower Beaverdam Creek. Although 
Rock Creek is a tributary of the Potomac River, it 
joins the Potomac downstream of the limits of the 
Scenic River designation and is not considered a 
Scenic River. 


Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers 


There are no federally-designated Wild and Scenic 
Rivers within the study area. 


Floodplains 

The 100-year floodplains within the study area are 
associated with the larger perennial streams. Most 
of these floodplains are wooded because they occur 
in stream valley parks, where current or future 
development is regulated, if not prohibited. 
However, substantial encroachment already has 
occurred from private development and the 
construction of public infrastructure, including 
streets, sewer lines, and water mains that cross or 
parallel the floodplains. Despite these encroach- 
ments, the 100-year floodplains along study area 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 4.0 Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation 











Figure 4-28. Wetlands, Waterways, and Floodplains 
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Figure 4-28. Wetlands, Waterways, and Floodplains (continued) 
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Figure 4-26. Wetlands, aie i and Floodplains (continued) 
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Figure 4-28. Wetlands, Waterways, and Floodplains (continued) 
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streams continue to serve important floodplain 
functions including, but not limited to, floodflow 
attenuation, water quality improvement, and 


wildlife habitat. 
Groundwater and Hydrogeology 


The study area overlies the Piedmont and Blue 
Ridge Crystalline Rock and the Northern Atlantic 
Coastal Plain aquifers. The former extends from 
west of the study area to Riggs Road, while the latter 
extends eastward from Riggs Road to beyond the 
study area. Water from groundwater wells located 
in both aquifers is generally suitable for drinking. 
Neither aquifer is classified as an EPA sole source 
aquifer. 


4.14.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 
Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 


e Impacts would occur where streams are crossed 
or where streams run parallel to the Preferred 
Alternative, within the LOD, as described below 
and summarized in Table 4-35. 

e Approximately 0.75 acres of wetlands would be 
affected by widening existing roadways to 
accommodate the proposed transitway and 
TPSS, with the largest impact occurring at a 
vegetated wetland south of Ellin Road. 

e Approximately 0.08 acres of palustrine open 
water and 0.02 acre of a palustrine emergent 
wetland that serves as an existing stormwater 
management basin (W019) east of the M Square 
station would be impacted by a proposed 
retaining wall along the transitway. 

e Approximately 0.03 acres of two large 
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along Ellin Road, and at the Glenridge 
Maintenance Facility where stream systems 
would be placed in closed drainage systems or 
relocated into culverts for most of their length 
within the LOD. 

e Approximately 355 linear feet of ephemeral 
channels would be affected by road widening 
and drainage improvements, with a majority of 
these impacts occurring along the south side of 
University Boulevard. 


Surtace Water 
Water Quality 


While MTA has strived to avoid or minimize the 
water quality impacts, the project would increase 
impervious surfaces in the study area, which could 
increase the amount of surface runoff and 
potentially increase the level of contaminants such 
as heavy metals, salt, organic molecules, and 
nutrients in the surface runoff (Trombulak 1999). 


MTA is considering using green track, as described 
in Chapter 2.0, along the Georgetown Branch 
right-of-way and the CSXT right-of-way. Green 
track allows for some water absorption within the 
medium, thereby reducing the movement of 
contaminants to surface water bodies, reduces 
stormwater runoff, and increases local air humidity. 


Most of the transitway east of Silver Spring would 
be located within currently paved areas along 
existing roadways, although some roadway 
expansions would be required to accommodate the 
transitway. Redevelopment of the Lyttonsville Yard 
site would almost completely overlie existing 


Table 4-35. Summary of Impacts to Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 


palustrine open water systems (small, 


shallow, unvegetated ponds) located 
south of Ellin Road would be affected 
by the extension of a triple box culvert. 
Approximately 5,152 linear feet of 
intermittent or perennial stream 
channels would be affected by drainage 


improvements involving new, replaced, 


or extended drainage pipes, or by 
culverts, or bridges. The majority of 
these impacts would be within the 
Georgetown Branch right-of-way, 





Alternative and Vegetated 
other Project Wetlands Palustrine Open R2/R4! Ephemeral 
Elements (acres) Water ea (linear feet) | (linear feet) 
Transitway and 0.73 4 616 355 
Stations 


Lyttonsvlle Yard ara 
Glenridge 

Maintenance 

Facility 


TPSS 
a 8 


Project Total 
'R2 = Riverine Lower Perennial, R4 = Riverine Intermittent 
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impervious areas, but the Glenridge Maintenance 
Facility and some stations and power substations 
would add new impervious surfaces. 


Total Maximum Daily Loads 

Since the study area is already developed and the 
Preferred Alternative includes proposed infra- 
structure to effectively manage stormwater runoff 
generated by the project, increases in nutrient and 
sediment levels from the project are unlikely to 
affect overall TMDL management. Current water 
quality impairment issues primarily result from 
bacteria in animal waste, leaking septic and sewer 
systems, stormwater outfalls, and sanitary sewer 
overflows. It is unlikely that the Preferred Alterna- 
tive would affect or contribute substantially to 
bacteria levels within the subwatersheds. To the 
extent that TMDL thresholds pertain to typical 
contaminants from impervious surfaces and 
transportation operations, the project stormwater 
BMPs designed in coordination with the MDE 
would minimize adverse effects. 


Scenic and Wild Rivers 

The Preferred Alternative would affect tributaries of 
the Montgomery County portion of the Potomac 
River and the Anacostia River, which would result 
from culvert and pipe replacement and extension 
and from bridge crossings. The relocation of a 
section of Sligo Creek north of Wayne Avenue 
would result in the greatest impact. 


Floodplains 
The Preferred Alternative would affect approxi- 
mately 23.2 acres of existing 100-year floodplains, as 
quantified in Table 4-36. These quantities were 
determined by the estimated footprints of cut and 
fill required by project construction. Longitudinal 
crossings of floodplains, which create longer 
crossings along the length of the floodplain, have 
been avoided because they would result in more 
floodplain fill and a reduction 
in water conveyance and 
floodplain storage capacity. 


Project 
Elements 


Groundwater and Hydrogeology 
The majority of the Preferred 
Alternative, including the yard, 
maintenance facility, and 
substations, would be 
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constructed at-grade, and only minor changes to 
the movements of the shallow groundwater table 
likely would occur during site grading and 
construction. Any surface runoff would be directed 
to suitable outfalls through approved stormwater 
management facilities or treated through 
infiltration into the local groundwater through the 
use of approved environmental site design (ESD) 
stormwater techniques. 


The proposed tunnel would intercept groundwater 
within the underlying aquifer. With an expected 
maximum depth of 50 feet below existing grade, the 
tunnel could cause permanent, but localized, 
changes to groundwater flow patterns. The pro- 
posed tunnel likely would affect only local water 
movements and not the quantity or quality of 
groundwater. Impacts to recharge are not antici- 
pated as recharge is highly variable within the 
aquifer because it is determined by local 
precipitation and runoff. 


Avoidance and Minimization 


Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 

MTA has strived to avoid impacts to WUS and 

wetlands wherever possible through design solu- 

tions, including shifting the transitway alignment, 
adjusting construction work areas, and using 
retaining walls and ballast curbs to minimize the 
area of disturbance. The following measures 
currently are included in the design: 

e Retaining walls along Veterans Parkway to 
minimize impacts to wetlands located north 
and south of the roadway, and along the 
proposed Rock Creek trail connection to avoid 
direct impacts to Wetland GB-8 
Shifting the transitway alignment to the south 
side of Veterans Parkway to avoid the extensive 
tributary and wetland system associated with 
Brier Ditch 


Table 4-36. 100-Year Floodplain Impacts per Stream System (Acres) 


Northeast 
Branch 





Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


e Use of ballast curb, effectively creating a 
retaining wall condition, where the proposed 
transitway and the widened existing roadways 
would parallel stream and ditch edges to reduce 
horizontal encroachment into existing streams 
or ditches and minimize the overall LOD. 


Floodplains 

Several measures designed to minimize, restore, and 
preserve natural and beneficial floodplain values 
will be considered as the project design advances, 
including minimizing fill within the floodplain, 
returning disturbed areas to natural contours, using 
minimum grading requirements, reducing compac- 
tion, and minimizing vegetation removal. 


Groundwater and Hydrogeology 

Impacts to groundwater have been minimized, as 
much of the Preferred Alternative would occupy 
existing transportation rights-of-way and other 
paved surfaces. Stormwater runoff from these 
surfaces will be managed in accordance with MDE 
guidelines. 


Mitigation 

MTA will mitigate project impacts to WUS, 
including wetlands, by complying with the Federal 
Compensatory Mitigation Rule (33 CFR Part 332), 
as well as stipulations from federal and state 
resource agencies. 


MTA will coordinate with the regulatory agencies to 
develop a project-wide compensatory mitigation 
strategy to offset impacts to wetlands and aquatic 
resources. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

Chapter 5.0 provides a summary of the anticipated 
construction activities for the Preferred Alternative. 
The following sections describe short-term con- 
struction effects to various water resources. 


Waters of the U.S. and Wetlands 


The following short-term effects have been 

preliminarily identified: 

e Anintermittent stream (WUS GB-2) located 
within the Columbia Country Club would be 
crossed during construction of the transitway. 

e Approximately 101 linear feet of in-stream 
construction would occur within Rock Creek 
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(WUS GB-6) to deconstruct, remove, and 
replace the existing bridge and bridge pier. 

e Approximately 370 linear feet of stream 
diversions would result within the larger 
perennial streams, such as Northwest Branch 
(WUS 006) and Northeast Branch (WUS 018), 
to replace in-stream piers to widen existing 
bridges. 

e Reconstruction of a vegetated stormwater 
management basin east of the intersection of 
East West Highway and Veterans Parkway 
would affect 0.26 acres of a palustrine emergent 
wetland (W081) and 83 linear feet of an 
intermittent stream (WUS 082). 

e Reconstruction of a vegetated stormwater 
management basin north of East West Highway 
and west of Baltimore Washington Parkway 
would affect 0.09 acre of palustrine emergent 
wetland (W024) and 0.13 acre of palustrine 
forested wetland (W024), as well as 83 linear 
feet of an intermittent stream (WUS023). 

e Animpact of approximately 109 linear feet of 
an intermittent stream (WUS 038) would result 
north of Ellin Road to facilitate cleaning of 
existing culverts under Ellin Road and facilitate 
positive flow through the triple box culvert 
under the transitway south of Ellin Road. 


Surface Water — Water Quality and Total Maximum Daily 
Loads 

Short-term effects to surface waters would include 
physical disturbances or alterations to the ground 
surface over which water flows, accidental spills of 
construction materials, and sediment releases into 
the surface water that could affect aquatic life. 


Scenic and Wild Rivers 


Short-term effects on designated scenic or wild 
streams would occur during construction when 
equipment is placed near stream banks or in-stream 
diversions are implemented during pier removal. 


Floodplains 

Short-term effects to the 100-year floodplains would 
occur during culvert and bridge construction, 
especially during the deconstruction, removal, and 
replacement of the existing Rock Creek Bridge. 
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Groundwater and Hydrogeology 

Construction of the Plymouth Street tunnel would 
have a short-term impact to localized groundwater 
resources as de-watering activities would be 
required to maintain a dry work zone. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

MTA will minimize the area of disturbance to 
Maryland-designated wild and scenic rivers by 
clearly marking and fencing the work area and 
prohibiting activity outside the work area. During 
construction, runoff will be directed to surface 
waters through stormwater management or treated 
as it is being infiltrated into the local groundwater 
through ESD stormwater facilities. 


Mitigation 

MTA will restore Sligo Creek approximately 

180 feet upstream and 180 feet downstream of the 
project bridge to provide long-term benefits and 
enhance its inherent characteristics. 


MTA will submit project plans to the MDNR for 
evaluation in compliance with the Maryland Scenic 
and Wild Rivers Act. MTA would provide mitiga- 
tion if MDNR determines that the project would 
jeopardize the scenic value of the designated rivers. 


MTA will perform hydraulic and hydrologic 
studies. If these studies find that the flood elevation 
would change, floodplain storage mitigation will be 
implemented, if required. 


MTA will submit project plans to MDE for approval 
of structural evaluations, fill volumes, proposed 
grading elevations, structural flood-proofing, and 
flood protection measures in compliance with 
FEMA requirements, USDOT Order 5650.2, 
“Floodplain Management and Protection,” and 
Executive Order 11988. 


MTA will obtain applicable environmental permits 
for water resources. 


MTA will develop an Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan, in accordance with the Stormwater 
Management Act of 2007, which will specify proper 
slope and soil stabilization techniques, erosion and 
sediment controls, and stormwater management 
facilities. 
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4.15 Topography, Geology, and Soils 


This section presents an inventory of topography, 
geology, and soils in the study area and identifies 
the extent of impacts that would result from the 
Preferred Alternative. This section also describes 
the measures taken to avoid or minimize these 
impacts and the mitigation measures MTA would 
undertake to offset impacts to these resources. 


4.15.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


Topography, geology, and soils have been identified 
to support the design and construction of the 
Preferred Alternative, which would depend upon 
factors such as depth to bedrock, slope, and soil 
types. Specifically, MDE’s Maryland Stormwater 
Design Manual, Volumes I & II (2009) and the 
Maryland Standards and Specifications for Soil 
Erosion and Sediment Control (2011) specify that 
slope and stabilization techniques may be necessary 
in certain areas, contingent upon the extent of 
changes required to the topography, geology, and 
soils. 


The only regulation of these resources is the 
preservation of farmland soils, under the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act, which requires that federal 
agencies consider the extent to which their 
programs contribute to the unnecessary and 
irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagri- 
cultural uses (7 CFR Part 658). Since the U.S. 
Census Bureau has designated the study area as 
urbanized, consideration of farmland soils is not 
required. 


Hydric soils and highly erodible soils (HES) also 
have been identified to ensure that they are 
considered for design and construction, in 
accordance with MDE guidance. Implementation of 
appropriate sediment and erosion control 
techniques and stormwater management facilities 
would minimize impact to these soils during 
construction. 


The study area considered for the topography, 
geology, and soils analysis is the LOD for the 
Preferred Alternative, as described in Section 4.1. 


Information regarding the existing topography and 
geologic structure was obtained from USGS maps, 
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Maryland Geological Survey, and contour line data 
from M-NCPPC. Soil composition data, including 
the identification of hydric soils, HES, and farmland 
soils, were obtained from the NRCS. These data 
were compared to preliminary engineering draw- 
ings, grading plans, and tunnel studies to determine 
the impacts. 


4.15.2 Affected Environment 
Topography and Geology 


The study area spans a broadly undulating land- 
scape that defines the transitional zone between the 
Piedmont Plateau Physiographic Province in the 
western part of the corridor and the Atlantic 
Coastal Plain Physiographic Province in the east. 


The Piedmont Plateau comprises gentle slopes cut 
by steep stream valleys, reaching elevations of 
approximately 335 feet above mean sea level near 
Bethesda. The underlying geology, which includes 
the Pelitic Schist, Kensington Diorite, and Boulder 
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Gneiss formations, consists of primarily hard 
crystalline igneous and metamorphic rocks with a 
soil and decomposed rock residuum overlying the 


bedrock. 


The Atlantic Coastal Plain is characterized by level 
to moderately rolling upland, bounded by flat 
lowlands and estuaries such as the Northwest 
Branch and adjacent tributaries of the Anacostia 
River. The geologic structure is made up of uncon- 
solidated gravel, clay, sand, and silt sediments 
definitive of the Potomac Group and Lowland 
Deposits. 


Soils 


Soils vary by type throughout the corridor. Most of 
the soils within the LOD have been previously 
altered by excavation, covered by fill material, or 
paved with asphalt and other impervious surfaces. 
Table 4-37 lists the naturally occurring soil types 
(not converted to urban land) and the characteris- 
tics of each. 


Table 4-37. Characteristics of the Naturally Occurring Soils within the Study Area 


Depth to Depth to Water 
Bedrock Table 


Shrink Swell 





Soil Name (Symbol) (feet bgs) (inches bgs) 
Piedmont Plateau Province 


Slope (%) Soil Drainage RU CUIILL 


Gaila silt loam (1B, 1C)*t 
Glenelg silt loam (2B, 2C)*t 
Brinklow silt loam (16D)*t 
Blocktown silt loam (16D)*t 
Codorus silt loam (53A)* 
Atlantic Coastal Plain Province 
Codorus silt loam (CF)* 
Hatboro silt loam (CF)* 


5+ | Seasonal | 01055 | Good | WA 
| 6t010+ | Seasonal | 0055 | Good |N/A 
| 25105 | Seasonal | 01045 | Good | WA 
103 | Seasonal | 0060 | Good | WA 
| 6+ | Seasoncl_| 0103 | Moderate | N/A 


6+ | Seasonal | Oto3 | Moderate | N/A 
| 5t010+ | Seasonal | 0103 | Poor |N/A 
Christiana (CcD, CcE, CcF)*t Moderate 
Downer (CeD, CeE, CF)" oe | Te | 030 | ood S| 
Elsinboro sandy loam (EsA, EsB) | 6020+ | Seasonal | Otol5 | Good | W/A 


“Hydric Soil or contains hydric inclusions: Undrained hydric soil, in combination with hydrophytic vegetation and hydrology, is one of three 
attributes of wetlands, which are federally recognized environmentally sensitive areas and are further discussed in Section 4.14 (33 USC 1344). 
tHighly erodible soil: Severely susceptible to the erosive forces of wind and water, possessing the potential to result in channel destabilization, 
increased flooding, and loss of aquatic habitat. 

bgs = Below Ground Surface N/A = information not available from NRCS Official Soil Series Descriptions database 


Source: Natural Resource Conservation Service, United States Department of Agriculture. 
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4.15.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 


Topography and Geology 

Construction of the Preferred Alternative would 
affect the existing topography and geology, as the 
study area is characterized by sloping terrain with a 
range of steepness that would require alterations to 
accommodate the proposed transitway, tunnel, and 
associated facilities. Elements requiring excavation 
and earth movement would include the Connecti- 
cut Avenue overpass, the track section underneath 
Jones Mill Road, the Rock Creek Bridge, installation 
of the piers leading to the Silver Spring Transit 
Center, the Plymouth Street tunnel, the approach to 
Adelphi Road, and the construction of the 
Lyttonsville Yard and the Glenridge Maintenance 
Facility. In the context of the urbanized corridor, 
these changes are anticipated to be relatively minor, 
as the study area has historically been heavily 
manipulated for the construction of streets and 


buildings. 


Impacts to geology would be limited primarily to 
the tunnel below the steep grades at Plymouth 
Street. The amount of rock likely to be encountered 
during the construction could vary from almost a 
full face (entire tunnel height) of rock to very little, 
confined to the tunnel invert (bottom part of the 
tunnel), or possibly no bedrock at all in some 
locations. No long-term changes would be expected 
to the geologic structures underlying the remainder 
of the project corridor, as the only expected changes 
would result from the excavation and disturbance of 
surface and near-surface rock associated with the 
construction of the Preferred Alternative. 


Soils 

As a result of previous development, most of the 
soils in the study area already have been disturbed 
or covered. Given the relatively shallow excavation 
required along most of the transitway and the 
previous disturbance of most of the underlying 
soils, changes to naturally occurring soils and 
substantial alterations of existing soil conditions are 
not expected. 
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Avoidance and Minimization 

The Preferred Alternative has been designed to 
follow existing roadways in order to avoid to the 
extent possible any additional disturbance to 
naturally occurring soils within the study corridor. 
Retaining walls, slope stabilization, and other best 
management practices have been incorporated into 
the project design to avoid soil erosion and 
minimize effects to topography, geology, and soils. 


Mitigation 


No mitigation is warranted. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

As discussed in Chapter 5.0, effects from 
construction of the Preferred Alternative would 
include excavation of slopes, resulting in short-term 
redirecting of runoff and small drainage patterns; 
soil erosion and instability; drilling and blasting of 
very thick boulder and rock substrate; dust hazards; 
vibrations from the excavation process; and noise 
impacts. Noise, vibration, water, and air quality 
impacts are discussed in other sections of this FEIS. 


Work within areas known to contain hydric soils 
and HES would be addressed by conventional 
engineering practices and would not likely result in 
any technical construction challenges. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

Where excavation and earth movement is required, 
retaining walls, supports, and slopes will be built in 
accordance with applicable local, state, and federal 
design codes and construction standards. MTA will 
develop an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, in 
accordance with state requirements, which will 
specify proper slope and soil stabilization tech- 
niques, erosion and sediment controls, and 
stormwater management facilities such as diversion 
dikes, mulching, and netting. Following construc- 
tion, much of the removed earthen material will be 
carefully backfilled and the existing grades 
re-established. 


Recent advances in technology related to rock 
removal will be assessed and implemented as 
reasonably feasible to minimize short-term effects, 
such as excessive vibration, flyrock, and damage to 
remaining rock. 
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MTA also will prepare a blasting plan to minimize 
the effects of blasting on the surrounding 
communities and environment. The specific 
volume of bedrock and residual soils that would be 
removed during the tunneling process will be 
determined as the project design advances. 


Mitigation 


No mitigation is warranted. 


4.16 Hazardous Materials 


This section describes recognized environmental 
conditions (REC) identified in the study area and 
summarizes recommendations for additional 
assessment and testing when hazardous or 
contaminated materials are encountered during 
construction or through real-estate transactions. It 
also discusses minimization strategies MTA has 
taken to eliminate or reduce impacts associated 
with contaminated materials and mitigation 
measures MTA will undertake to offset adverse 
effects. For additional information regarding data 
collection, site reconnaissance, and specific 
property information see Purple Line Hazardous 
Materials Technical Report (2013). 


4.16.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


The following regulations apply to storage and 
handling of hazardous materials and wastes, 
inactive water wells, and underground storage tanks 
(UST): 

e Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA)—regulation of hazardous waste from 
“cradle-to-grave.” Applies to the safe genera- 
tion, transportation, treatment, storage, and 
disposal of hazardous wastes. 

e Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA)—provides a Federal “Superfund” to 
clean up uncontrolled or abandoned hazardous 
waste sites, as well as accidents, spills, and 
emergency releases of pollutants and 
contaminants into the environment. 

e Federal Occupational Safety and Health Act 
(OSHA)—provides workers with a place of 
employment free from recognized hazards to 
safety and health. 
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e Toxic Substances Control Act 
(TSCA)—includes restrictions relating to 
chemical substances and mixtures, as well as 
requirements for reporting, record keeping, and 
testing. 

e COMAR 26.04.04.11: Regulation of Water 
Supply, Sewage Disposal, and Solid Waste— 
applies to inactive water wells so that they do 
not provide a conduit for possible 
contamination of groundwater. 

e COMAR 26.10—Oil Pollution and Tank 
Management—requires confirmatory soil 
sampling of abandoned UST to be conducted, 
as warranted, to determine if petroleum has 
been released. 


An assessment of the Purple Line corridor was 
conducted to identify, to the extent reasonably 
feasible, areas of hazardous waste concern or known 
RECs on properties that would be impacted or 
encroached upon by the Preferred Alternative. 
RECs are defined as “the presence or likely presence 
of any hazardous substance or petroleum product 
on a property with conditions that indicate an 
existing release, a past release, or a material threat of 
a release of any hazardous substances or petroleum 
products into structures on the property or into the 
ground, groundwater, or surface water of the 
property’ (ASTM 2005). 


The Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) study 
area is the Preferred Alternative’s LOD including all 
parcels within, or overlapping it. The ESA study 
area was identified through a search of Maryland 
State Department of Assessments and Taxation 
(SDAT) records. 


Non-intrusive inspections were performed at 573 
sites identified within the ESA study area. Each site 
was Classified for its potential for concern based 
upon the land uses. and observed site conditions. 
Properties assigned a ranking of 1 were deemed to 
have a relatively high potential for RECs, 
contamination, hazardous waste, or materials that 
could affect human health. Some properties that are 


" Land uses that might indicate a higher potential for concern 
include businesses that manufacture, use, transport, or store 
petroleum products, solvents, paints, or electrical equipment that 
may have used PCBs, explosives, and glues. 
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listed on environmental regulatory databases, but 
could not be otherwise classified due to insufficient 
data, were given a ranking of 2 and are 
conservatively presumed to warrant further inquiry 
and investigation. Properties ranked 3 or 4 are 
considered to have a moderate potential for 
concern, and properties ranked 5 or 6 are 
considered to have a relatively low potential for 
concern. 


There are two steps in the assessment methodology: 
the Phase I ESA that has been completed, and the 
Phase II ESA activities that would be performed as 
the project design advances. 

e Phase I ESA was performed on sites within the 
study area to identify RECs in accordance with 
the American Society for Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) Standard Practice for Environmental 
Site Assessments: Phase 1 Environmental Site 
Assessment Process, Designation: E 1527-05. 
Phase I ESA data collection included a review of 
regulatory agency records and historical source 
information, as well as site reconnaissance. Site 
reconnaissance observed previously docu- 
mented properties and identified observable 
evidence of contamination. General charac- 
teristics of each site were identified through an 
analysis of the existing topography, surface 
water, geology, soils, wetlands, and floodplains, 
and the site’s potential for storage and 
migration of contaminants. The Phase I ESA 
recommends sampling and data collection 
activities at 153 sites. 

e Phase II ESA would be performed on properties 
with a high potential for concern (rank 1 or 2), 
in accordance with ASTM Standard Practice for 
Environmental Site Assessments: Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessment Process, 
Designation: E 1903-11 and MDE guidance, 
unless the property could be accurately classi- 
fied by other means or methods. A Phase II ESA 
would include laboratory analysis of soil, 
groundwater, surface water, and sediment 
samples collected at, or in the vicinity of, a 
potentially contaminated site. Geophysical 
studies also potentially would be required. 
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4.16.2 Affected Environment 


Residual contaminants potentially exist along 
portions of the study area in the underlying soils 
resulting from former industrial sites, existing and 
former gasoline service stations, and railroad yards. 


Of the 573 sites identified, 71 were ranked 1 or 2 
with a relatively high potential for concern, and 158 
sites were ranked 3 or 4 with a medium potential for 
concern. Most of the parcels (344) were ranked 6, 
indicating that the sites are of low concern. 

Table 4-38 summarizes site features that typically 
would be associated with each ranking and the 
number of sites within the study area assigned each 
ranking. Figure 4-29 shows the sites with high to 
medium/high potential (ranking of 1 to 3); these 
sites are shown because they are of the most 
concern. For property information for sites ranked 
4 to 6, see Purple Line Hazardous Materials 
Technical Report (2013). 


4.16.3 Preferred Alternative 
Long-term Operational Effects 


Although there are several contaminants of concern 
within various environmental media, the 
installation of new pavement, new ballast, and new 
cast-in-place structures during the construction of 
the Purple Line would help to prevent exposures to 
the potentially contaminated soils and groundwater 
along the alignment following construction. 


Numerous stormwater management facilities have 
been proposed. Typical stormwater facilities would 
be constructed to depths of three to six feet where 
significant interaction with potentially 
contaminated groundwater is not anticipated. Any 
stormwater facilities requiring more extensive 
excavation and grading potentially would be 
affected by both surface and sub-surface residual 
contamination (defined as remaining after the 
conclusion of regulatory actions). 


In addition to impacts resulting from pre-existing 
contamination in the study area, the operation and 
maintenance of the Purple Line could be associated 
with petroleum releases from the equipment and 
materials stored at the Lyttonsville Yard and 
Glenridge Maintenance Facility. 
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Table 4-38. Potential for Concern — Ranking Criteria and Number of Sites within Study Area 


RU CUICIO MOCHA TILCI 
High (1) 


= Industrial facilities 
= Gasoline stations 
= Automobile repair and vehicle fleet maintenance facilities 
= Paint manufacturing facilities 
= Aboveground storage tanks (AST) with a large amount of staining 
USTs containing gasoline, jet fuel, kerosene fuel, waste oil, or solvents 


Landfills 

Remediation systems in place 

Pits and lagoons 

Dry cleaners 

PCB transformers with major stains 


Typical Site Observations or Conditions 





Number of Sites 
49 


= Surface dumps with drums or other hazardous materials 


Listed Sites (2) 


Medium/High (3) 


Regulatory database listed sites that could not be otherwise classified, due to insufficient data or MDE 22 
regulatory information 


= USTs containing materials other than listed above 25 


= Surface dump with empty drums or other materials of concern 


= Mounds 
= ASTs with several medium stains 





= Suspected PCB containing transformers with minor stains 


Medium (4) = Small amounts of surface staining 


= Slightly discolored surface water 
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= Suspected PCB-containing transformers with no staining 


= Distressed vegetation 
= Unmarked transformers 


= Large surface dumps containing household waste 
= ASTs with a few small stains or no staining, but questionable integrity 


= Hazardous material storage sites 
Medium/Low (5) 


Low (6) 





Regulatory database identified facilities outside the ESA study area that are not expected to result in 0 
impacts to the study area 


= Small surface dumps containing household wastes 


344 


= ASTs (relatively new) with no staining or evidence of poor structural integrity 


= Septic systems 
= Automobile repair/vehicle maintenance facilities on non-adjacent sites that are not expected to result 
in impacts to the ESA study area 


Total 





5/3 


Source: Coordination between Chesapeake Environmental Management, Inc. and Maryland State Highway Administration, 2003, and site inspections by Chesapeake Environmental 


Management, Inc., 2011-2012. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

As noted above, although there are several 
contaminants of concern within various environ- 
mental media along the transitway, the installation 
of new pavement, new ballast, and new cast-in- 
place structures would minimize exposure. 


Mitigation 
MTA will establish procedures and staff training for 


proper storage and maintenance of equipment and 
hazardous materials. 
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If groundwater contamination is encountered that 
results in contaminated groundwater inflow after 
the completion of construction, MTA will obtain a 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit for discharges from project sump 
and underdrain systems, if required. 


Short-term Effects 


General Construction Activities 

Construction through contaminated areas would be 
subject to regulatory requirements for the manage- 
ment and disposal of contaminated materials to 
protect workers and the public. 
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The greatest potential effects are expected in areas 
of deep excavation, such as the tunnel section, 

‘ 12 ‘ 
where dewatering would be required, and greater 
volumes of contaminated soil may be encountered. 
Deep excavations may also be involved in utility 
relocation work, including construction of 
stormwater management structures. 


Construction-related effects, as discussed in 
Chapter 5.0, also are expected during shallow utility 
excavation and surface construction dewatering. 
These activities would not encounter contamination 
similar to deep excavation activities since the soils 
would not be in direct contact with groundwater. 
However, near-surface construction potentially 
would encounter residual petroleum, metal, and 
solvent contamination, which are expected to occur 
within five feet of ground surface in some areas. 


Excavated materials that contain contaminant 
concentrations exceeding the applicable MDE 
regulatory level would be considered as regulated 
waste materials for the purpose of disposal. 


Tunneling 

Tunneling activities potentially would encounter 
contamination within the excavated soils or tunnel 
muck’ because of the presence of residual soil 
contamination and contaminated groundwater. 
During the excavation, the muck would be stock- 
piled for loading and disposal. Dewatering of the 
muck would be performed as part of the separation 
process, and affected water generated would be 
handled in the same manner as described below. 
Depending on the contaminant levels present in the 
muck, disposal may include re-use as borrow 
material or disposal at an approved landfill. 


Groundwater/Dewatering 

Dewatering activities near contaminated zones may 
result in the collection and discharge of contami- 
nated groundwater. Where this occurs, treatment of 
the dewatering effluent may be necessary before 
discharge. In most cases, the contamination would 


12 
Dewatering lowers the water table so that subsurface work can 
proceed. 


13 
Muck is described as a combination of excavated soil, rock, 
groundwater, and any conditioning additives that were required 

for the excavation and/or muck removal process. 
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likely consist of petroleum hydrocarbons, and 
treatment with an oil/water separator and carbon 
filtration system would reduce the petroleum 
concentrations sufficient for discharge to the 
stormwater system. Dewatering treatment would be 
performed under MDE’s General NPDES permit 
for the discharge of treated groundwater from 
oil-contaminated groundwater sources. 


Structures 

Where existing buildings would be acquired for 
right-of-way purposes, pre-demolition surveys, 
including laboratory analysis of a sample of the 
waste, would be required to determine the 
appropriate demolition and debris disposal 
methods. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

To assist with construction plans and preparations, 
additional testing and research will be conducted to 
provide information on hazardous materials that 
may be encountered during construction. 


Recommendation for Phase II ESA 

MTA will perform a Phase II ESA prior to acqui- 
sition of any property with a high potential for 
concern (sites ranked 1 or 2 in the Phase I ESA) 
unless the property can be classified accurately by 
other means or methods. MTA also will perform 
further records research on sites with a ranking of 4 
to determine the potential presence of PCBs. 
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Figure 4-29. Properties with Medium/High Potential for Concern 
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The Phase I ESA rankings of the 64 properties 
proposed for full or partial acquisition are shown in 
Table 4-39. 


Table 4-39. Summary of Potential Concerns Associated with 
Property Acquisition 
Ranking Number of Sites 


Sites with a High Potential for Concern 


Listed Sites 
Sites with a Medium/High Potential for Concern 


Sites with a Medium Potential for Concern 
Sites with a Medium/Low Potential for Concern 


Sites with a Low Potential for Concern 


Based on the Phase I ESA findings, sampling and 
data collection activities are recommended at 153 
sites, including the 64 that would be either fully or 
partially acquired. Depending on the type of 
concerns identified and the type of suspected 
contamination present, the sampling and data 
collection activities would differ at each site. 

Table 4-40 summarizes the number of sites 
requiring each sampling activity or data collection. 


Table 4-40. Summary of Additional Sampling and Data 
Collection Activities 


Type of Additional Sampling Number of 


or Data Collection Required Sites 






















Surticial Soil Sampling 40 
Subsurface Soil Sampling 6] 
Groundwater Sampling 39 
Confirmatory Soil Sampling 6 
Confirmatory Groundwater Sampling ] 
Ground Penetrating Radar Survey 3 
Additional Site Inspection 8 
Additional Regulatory Research 27 
Additional Utility Research (PCBs) 58 


Note: Numbers are not additive; some sites would require more than one 
sampling or data collection activity. 
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The properties will undergo the Phase II ESA as the 

project design advances to account for cleanup 

activities, contamination removal, or remediation 

including the following: 

e Closure of inactive water wells 

e Soil sampling of abandoned USTs to determine 
if petroleum had been released. The UST would 
either be removed or an oil/water separator 
would be installed, as required 

e Pre-construction surveys of buildings identified 
for demolition or renovation to address site 
specific concerns, such as asbestos and 
lead-based paint 

e Construction specifications to address soil 
and/or groundwater contamination 

e Construction of a ventilation plant to be used in 
the event of an unexpected encounter with a 
volatile material 


Construction Procedures 

MTA will identify remediation actions to be 
implemented as needed if unexpected soil or 
groundwater contamination is encountered. 


MTA will develop a site-specific health and safety 

plan that will include the following: 

e Equipment and procedures to protect the 
workers and general public 

e Procedures for monitoring of contaminant 
exposures 

e Identification of the contractor's chain of 
command for health and safety. 


Mitigation 

If contaminated soils are identified or encountered 
during construction, MTA will evaluate off-site 
remediation, chemical stabilization, or other 
treatments and disposal options, in cooperation 
with MDE. 


MTA will coordinate with MDE to determine the 
mitigation response and reporting required should 
a release of hazardous materials occur during 
operations. 
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4.17 Utilities 


This section describes the existing utilities within 
the study area and identifies the potential impacts 
to utilities resulting from the construction of the 
Preferred Alternative. It also discusses the strategies 
that MTA will employ to avoid, minimize or 
mitigate these impacts. 


4.17.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


As a federal transit project, the Purple Line would 
require integration with existing utility infra- 
structure subject to FTA’s Project and Construction 
Management Guidelines—Appendix C: Utility 
Agreements (2003). Policies and procedures 
addressing utility adjustment or relocation are 
based on 23 CFR Part 645, Subparts A and B. As 
defined in 23 CFR Part 645.207, utilities are 
considered to furnish essential public and private 
services, which include electricity, gas, water, steam, 
and other similar commodities. Utility services are 
distributed overhead and underground, through 
electrical transmission lines, high pressure gas lines, 
treated water and sanitary sewer mains, steam 
tunnels, buried fiber optic cables, underground and 
overhead telephone lines, and communication 
systems. 


The study area for utilities is the LOD for the 
Preferred Alternative, as described in Section 4.1. 
Existing utilities were identified through a review of 
utility record drawings, base maps obtained from a 
variety of utility service providers, and subsequent 
field surveys and verifications. 


MTA has facilitated extensive coordination through 
a variety of meetings with respective utility service 
providers to determine and verify the location of 
existing facilities within the study area. 


4.17.2 Affected Environment 


The study area traverses a complex utility infra- 
structure that connects residences and businesses to 
essential services. Service providers include 
Potomac Electric Power Company (PEPCO), 
Washington Gas (WGL), Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission (WSSC), the University of 
Maryland (MEDCO), Verizon, MCI Network 
Services, AT&T, Fiberlight, Zayo Group, Century 
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Link, Level 3 Communications, RCN Communi- 
cations, Time Warner Communications, Cable TV 
Montgomery, XO Communications, and Comcast. 


Although common throughout the study area, 
utility facilities are highly concentrated above or 
beneath the roadway rights-of-way, especially 
Wayne Avenue, University Boulevard, and Paint 
Branch Parkway. 


Major utilities within the project study area have 
been identified based on their size and complexity 
to relocate. Such utilities include high voltage 
electric transmission lines, 12-inch or greater gas 
mains, water mains of 16 inches or more, sanitary 
sewer lines of 15 inches or more, steam mains, and 
fiber optic lines. 


4.17.3 Preferred Alternative 


Long-term Operational Effects 

Due to the complex utility infrastructure supporting 
the urban environment in which the Preferred 
Alternative would be constructed, the relocation, 
reinforcement, protection, maintaining-in-place, or 
removal of several utilities would be required. 
Utilities in direct conflict with the proposed transit- 
way, structural supporting elements, or grading and 
filling required during construction would be 
relocated in accordance with the utility owner's 
specifications and those set forth in MTA’s Red/ 
Purple Light Rail Design Criteria and Standards 
(April 2012). 


Reinforcement and protection would involve 
fortifying the utility in place by adding a concrete 
encasement or other covering capable of with- 
standing loads imposed by the transitway. Case- 
ments would be required for pipelines carrying oil, 
gas, petroleum or other flammables, steam, water, 
and all other pressurized lines. Utilities that are 
maintained-in-place would be avoided during the 
construction process and allowed to remain in their 
existing condition. Although rare in occurrence, 
removal also could take place where utilities are 
outdated or no longer needed. Older vulnerable 
utilities may need to be updated with more modern 
materials or replaced in a safer location. The 
specific treatment of each utility conflict would be 
addressed on an individual basis, dependent upon 
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the underground or overhead clearance and type of 
each utility. 


Major utility relocations could include gas, fiber- 
optic, telephone, electric, water, and steam facilities. 
Due to the complexity of the utility infrastructure 
throughout the study area, the identification of 
utility conflicts is ongoing, and coordination with 
utility service providers continues. Additional 
impacts may be discovered during further design 
development, following completion of the NEPA 
process. Although changes to the existing utility 
facilities may result from the implementation of the 
Preferred Alternative, the ability and capacity of the 
utility infrastructure to deliver service would not be 
impacted. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

To minimize costs and limit impacts, utilities would 
be protected and reinforced wherever possible 
rather than relocated. 


Mitigation 

Utility-related effects will be addressed in advance 
of, or in conjunction with, the construction of the 
proposed Preferred Alternative. Mitigation is not 

anticipated to be required. 


Short-term Construction Ettects 

Impacts to existing utilities resulting from the 
construction of the Preferred Alternative could 
include temporary service interruptions when an 
existing utility must be disconnected and a 
temporary or replacement service is installed. The 
duration of down time would depend on the utility 
type and complexity of construction. Chapter 5.0 
provides more information on the anticipated 
construction activities. 


Avoidance and Minimization 

Ongoing meetings and discussions with the 
respective utility service providers would continue 
as the project design progresses to identify addi- 
tional impacts and minimize service interruptions. 
MTA would plan and schedule construction 
activities well in advance of temporary utility 
service disruptions, in coordination with respective 
utility service providers and appropriate local 
agencies. Affected utility customers would be 
notified in advance of any planned outages. 
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To the extent possible, utilities affected by con- 
struction would be reinforced and protected in 
place, in accordance with the utility company’s 
standards, rather than relocated. Supporting and 
protecting utilities helps reduce outages and 
construction delays. 


Relocation, reinforcement, and protection would be 
constructed based on design criteria established in 
MTA’s Red/Purple Line Light Rail Design Criteria 
and Standards and in accordance with the specifica- 
tions set forth by each respective utility owner. 
Some private utility owners would handle the 
design and construction of their required utility 
relocations. MTA would maintain continued 
correspondence with each utility owner to 
coordinate the design and construction of utility 
relocation work to avoid conflicts with other 
proposed utility relocation construction and the 
Purple Line construction schedule. 


Mitigation 


Mitigation is not warranted. 


4.18 Energy Use 


This section describes the current trend in energy 
consumption and assesses the potential long-term 
operating and short-term effects of the Preferred 
Alternative on energy consumption, including 
discussion of the minimization strategies MTA will 
use to reduce energy usage within the corridor. 


4.18.1 Regulatory Context and Methodology 


Under the regulations for implementing NEPA, the 
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) requires 
that the energy requirements for each alternative be 
analyzed and the energy conservation and mitiga- 
tion measures be identified (40 CFR 1502.16(e)). 


Energy consumption was calculated based on 
projected travel forecasts for the Washington DC 
metropolitan area found in Section 3.2. Estimates 
for direct (during operations) and indirect (during 
construction) energy consumption for the Preferred 


" Indirect, in relation to the energy analysis, refers to the energy 
used during construction. This term is used differently in this 
analysis than it is in the Indirect and Cumulative Effects analysis in 
Chapter 7.0 of the FEIS. 


Purple Line Final Environmental Impact Statement and Draft Section 4(f) Evaluation 


August 2013 


Alternative were based on the analysis in the Energy 
and Transportation Systems manual (Hatano et al. 
1983) and the methodologies described in Urban 
Transportation and Energy: The Potential Savings of 
Different Modes (Congressional Budget Office, 
1977). Updated consumption calculation factors for 
project construction and operation were obtained 
from the DOE Transportation Energy Data Book, 
30th Edition (Davis et al. 2011), National Household 
Travel Survey (Santos et al. 2011), Assessment of the 
Energy Impacts of Improving Highway- 
Infrastructure Materials (Stammer and Stodolsky, 
1995), the USDOT’s National Transportation 
Statistics (Duych, R. et al. 2012), and the American 
Public Transportation Association’s (APTA) Public 
Transportation Fact Book (Neff and Dickens, 2012). 


Calculating indirect energy consumption during 
construction considered the number of proposed 
track miles, including shared and exclusive lanes as 
well as surface, tunnel, and elevated track. These 
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figures were multiplied by construction energy 
factors, which estimate the amount of energy 
necessary to extract raw materials, manufacture and 
fabricate construction materials, transport materials 
to the work site, and complete construction. 


Calculating transportation energy consumption 
during operation considered the imputation of daily 
VMT for automobiles, diesel trucks, bus transit, and 
light rail transit throughout the study area. 


4.18.2 Affected Environment 


Figure 4-30 shows consumption of energy by sector, 
for the United States and the State of Maryland. The 
transportation sector is the largest consumer of 
energy, accounting for over one third of the 
consumption, and petroleum is the predominant 
source of transportation energy consumption in 
Maryland, as shown in Figure 4-31. 


Figure 4-30. Consumption of Total Energy by Sector, 2009, U.S. and Maryland 
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Figure 4-31. Maryland Transportation Energy Consumption Estimates, 2009 
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Source: U.S. Energy Information Administration, June 2011 
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4.18.3 Preferred Alternative 


Long-term Operational Effects 

As shown in Table 4-41, 
implementation of the Preferred 
Alternative would reduce total 
energy consumption in the 
corridor by 0.043 percent, 
compared to the No Build 
Alternative in 2040. As a result 
of the anticipated reduction in 
roadway VMT by only 

0.064 percent (36 million miles 
annually based on the FTA 
annualization factor), the overall 
change in energy consumption 
from Preferred Alternative to 
the No Build Alternative is 
expected to be very small but 
beneficial. Energy consumption 
quantities are given in British 
thermal units (Btu), the measure of the amount of 
heat required to raise the temperature of one pound 
of water by one degree Fahrenheit. 


Although the overall change in total direct 
transportation energy consumption would be 
minor, the per passenger transportation energy use 
would be considerably less for the Preferred 
Alternative when compared to the petroleum 
consumption of transit buses and private 
automobiles. Assuming average vehicle occupancies 
derived from FHWA and APTA data, Table 4-42 
demonstrates the single person energy benefits of 
light rail transit (FHWA 2011; Dickens and Neff 
2012). Light rail would require approximately 1,885 
Btu less energy per passenger mile than automobiles 
and 2,474 Btu less than buses. 


Short-term Construction Ettects 

In addition to the direct propulsion requirements, 
one-time, non-recoverable indirect energy expen- 
ditures would result from construction. Table 4-42 
summarizes the energy consumed by type of track 
and reveals that 684,498 million Btu would be 
consumed during the construction of the Preferred 
Alternative. Chapter 5.0 provides a summary of the 
anticipated construction activities. 
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Table 4-41. Direct Transportation Energy Consumption, 2040 





No Build Alternative | Preferred Alternative 
Roadway 
Daily Project Study Area VMT 195,761,256 
Annual Roadway Fuel Consumed (million gallons)' 2,611 
Annual Roadway Energy Consumption (million Btu) 327,483,438 
Light Rail Transit (LRT) 
Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled 4775 
Annual LRT Electricity Use (kWh)? 8,402,952 
Annual LRT Energy Consumption (million Btu) 28,671 
Totals 
Total Energy Consumption (million Btu) 327,512,109 
Percent Change from No Build Alternative ee -0.043% 





Note: Transportation includes automobile, diesel, bus transit, and LRT modes. Assumed 4,576 Btu/vehicle mile for 
automobiles; 16,333 Btu/vehicle mile for diesel trucks (with 1 operator); 22,779 Btu/vehicle mile for bus (Davis et al. 
2012); and 20,217 Btu/vehicle mile for LRT (Dickens and Neff 2012). 

'Davis, S.C, Diegel, $.W., and Boundy, R.G. 2012. Transportation energy data book: Edition 31. Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN. 

Assumes 5.93 kWh/vehicle-mile in 2040. Projected from Table A. 15: Transit Rail Fuel Use (Davis et al. 2012) and light 
rail vehicle mile data obtained from Table 80 (Dickens and Neff 2012). 


Table 4-42. Indirect Energy Consumption 





AC ACUINTIUCL 
Length (miles) (millions Btu) 

Track 

At-grade Track’ 368 230,197 

Above-grade Track =| =o 1.6 28,572 

Below-grade Track? «=| SAC 230,158 

Track Work Subtotal =| = 39.8 488,927 
Miscellaneous Materials? 48 893 
Placement Energy’ 146,678 
Total Indirect Energy Consumption 684,498 


‘Assumed energy consumption for excavation and grading of green track fo be 
similar to roadway resurfacing (Stammer and Stodolsky 1995). 

Assumed energy for construction to be similar to that of major bridge 
rehabilitation (Stammer and Stodolsky 1995). 

3Miscellaneous and placement energy 10% and 30% of subtotal, respectively 
(Hatano et al. 1983). 


Avoidance and Minimization 
No avoidance or minimization is anticipated. 


Mitigation 


There is no mitigation required. 
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4.19 Environmental Justice 


This section documents coordination efforts with 
Environmental Justice (EJ) communities and 
presents the EJ effects that would result from 
implementing the Preferred Alternative. Also 
discussed are avoidance and minimization 
strategies MTA has taken to eliminate or reduce 
impacts, and mitigation measures MTA will 
undertake to offset adverse effects. 


4.19.1 Introduction and Regulatory Overview 


Executive Order (EO) 12898, Federal Actions to 
Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, was 
signed by President Clinton on April 11, 1994. This 
Executive Order directs federal agencies to take 
appropriate and necessary steps to identify and 
address disproportionately high and adverse 
environmental effects of federal agency actions 
(including transportation projects) on minority and 
low-income populations. Following is a summary of 
other guidance and procedures that are used in the 
EJ analysis: 

e Environmental Justice Guidance under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (CEQ 
1997)—established guidance to assist federal 
agencies in effectively integrating the issue of EJ 
into their project development procedures. 

e Updated Final Order on Environmental 
Justice, 5610.2(a) (USDOT May 2012)— 
provides detailed procedures for identifying E] 
populations and for determining dispropor- 
tionately high and adverse effects to the 
targeted populations. It sets forth steps to 
prevent disproportionately high and adverse 
effects to minority or low-income populations 
through Title VI analyses and environmental 
justice analyses conducted as part of federal 
transportation planning and NEPA provisions. 
It also describes the specific measures to be 
taken to address instances of disproportionately 
high and adverse effects. 

e FTA Circular 4703.1 Environmental Justice 
Policy Guidance for Federal Transit 
Administration Recipients (FTA August 
2012)—provides guidance for incorporating EJ 
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principles into plans, projects, and activities 
receiving funding from FTA. 


4.19.2 Methodology 


The strategies developed under FTA Circular 

4703.1 are intended to ensure that communities are 

provided the opportunity to provide input on the 

planning and design of a federal action, as well as 

effects and mitigation measures; and that dispro- 

portionately high and adverse effects on minority or 

low-income populations are appropriately 

addressed. The general methodology for addressing 

EO 12898 involves: 

e Identifying the EJ populations within the study 
area 

e Providing information on the efforts that MTA 
has made to involve minority, low-income, and 
limited English proficient populations in the 
study area 

e Assessing whether the project alternatives 
would result in disproportionately high and 
adverse effects on EJ populations, taking into 
consideration mitigation and enhancement 
measures and project benefits, as appropriate. 


Study Area 

The study area for the EJ analysis includes the 
census tracts that fall within 500 feet of the 
alignment or within a half-mile radius of a 
proposed station. 


The assessment of the potential for dispropor- 
tionate high and adverse effects is based upon the 
environmental impact information developed for 
the FEIS. Using the results of the technical studies 
conducted for this project, the physical locations of 
adverse impacts were identified, and a map analysis 
was conducted to determine whether patterns or 
concentrations of adverse effects occurred in areas 
with EJ populations. 


Data Sources 

The data sources used for the identification of low 
income populations was the American Community 
Survey five-year average data for 2006-2010 and for 
minority populations, the U.S. Census of 2010. 


Other data sources that were used to confirm the 
location of minority and low-income populations 
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included information and data from the National 
Center for Educational Statistics, government 
assisted housing programs, historical references, 
City and County officials, field visits, community 
meetings and interviews and a review of 
revitalization efforts within the project study 
corridor. 


Identifying Minority and Low-Income Populations 


The USDOT Order on Environmental Justice 
(5610.2a) provides definitions of the minority 
populations addressed by EO 12898. These 
populations are as follows: 

e Minority Populations—Any readily 
identifiable groups of minority persons who live 
in geographic proximity, and if circumstances 
warrant, geographically dispersed/transient 
persons (such as migrant workers or Native 
Americans) who would be similarly affected by 
a proposed FTA program, policy, or activity. 
Minority includes persons who are American 
Indian or Alaskan Native, Asian American, 
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander, 
Black (not of Hispanic Origin), and Hispanic or 
Latino. 

e Low-Income Population—Any readily identi- 
fiable group of low-income persons whose 
household income is at or below the US 
Department of Health and Human Services 
poverty guidelines, and, if circumstances 
warrant, geographically dispersed/transient 
persons (such as migrant workers or Native 
Americans) who would be similarly affected by 
a proposed DOT program, 
policy, or activity. 


Table 4-43. DHHS Poverty 
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The use of thresholds for identifying EJ areas was 
based on the CEQ guidance document, Environ- 
mental Justice Guidance under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (CEQ 1997). 
This approach was used in the AA/DEIS, which 
identified EJ and non-EJ areas based on the criteria 
described above. On August 15, 2012, FTA issued 
Circular 4703.1, which does not adopt the CEQ’s 
approach and instead calls for EJ analyses to include 
“reasonable efforts to identify the presence of 
distinct minority and/or low-income communities 
residing both within, and in close proximity to, the 
proposed project, or activity.” 


For consistency with the approach used in the 
AA/DEIS, this FEIS continues to identify EJ areas 
based on a threshold approach. In accordance with 
Circular 4703.1, this FEIS also considers the 
potential for EJ populations outside areas identified 
as EJ areas. Some low income EJ communities were 
found in Bethesda, north of the station area, and in 
Silver Spring, a population of Ethiopian 
immigrants. MTA was able to team with Impact 
Silver Spring for Amharic language outreach to the 
Ethiopian community. This group also helped 
organize community meetings in some low-income 
apartment complexes in Silver Spring. 


4.19.3 Environmental Justice Populations in the 
Study Area 


As a tool for evaluating the proportionality of 
impacts and benefits, this analysis identifies “EJ 
areas and “non-EJ areas” within the project study 
corridor. An “EJ area” was defined to 
include any census tract in which the 








As established by the U.S. Guidelines eunonty or low-income popuasion 

Department of Health and Human Persons in ee eter Oren OuOw Ie 

Services (DHHS), the poverty Family/Household | Income Threshold thresholds: 

guidelines in 2010 are shown in 910,830 a) the minority or low-income 

Table 4-43. 914,570 population in the census tract exceeds 
ae $18,310 50 percent 

In addition to the use of census $27 050 


b) the percentage of a minority 


™) | GO | Gn} -—& | GO] BS 


data, MTA spoke with city and 925,790 opulation in the affected area is 
county agency staff, local elected $29,530 ed factall ter than the t 
officials, and community leaders to $33,270 ie. emi 


percentage in the either county, the 


identify the location of EJ popula- 8 $37,010 
state or study area 


tions that might not be reflected in Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human 
census data. Services 
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c) the percentage of a low-income population in 
the affected area is meaningfully greater than 
the lowest percentage in the either county, the 
state or study area. 


As noted above, the CEQ guidance recommends 
identifying areas that are “meaningfully greater” 
than the average in the surrounding jurisdiction. 
The CEQ guidance does not define the specific 
percentage that should be used for determining if 
the minority or low-income population is 
“meaningfully greater” than the average in the 
surrounding jurisdiction. However, it is consistent 
with the CEQ guidance to set a threshold that is 
higher than (not the same as) the average of the 
low-income or minority population in the 
surrounding jurisdictions. For this FEIS, FTA has 
determined that the minority or low-income 
population is “meaningfully greater” than the 
average in the surrounding jurisdictions if it is 10 
percentage points higher than the jurisdiction with 
the lowest percentage of that EJ population. 


Minority and low-income population data at the 
state, county, and study area levels were compiled to 
provide a basis for identifying areas with high levels 
of EJ populations. Geographic information system 
(GIS) maps were developed to illustrate the 
minority and income characteristics of the popula- 
tion in the study area. 


Table 4-44. Race and Ethnicity in Region 


American 
African- Indian/ 


American Native 
or Black Alaskan 
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The lowest percentage of minority population is 

42 percent of the total population in Montgomery 
County (Table 4-44). The addition of 10 percentage 
points creates a higher threshold than 50 percent, so 
any census tract block group over 50 percent 
minority is identified as an EJ area. 


The lowest percentage of low income population is 
6 percent of the total population in Montgomery 
County (Table 4-45). The addition of 10 percentage 
points creates a threshold of 16 percent, so any 
census tract block group over 16 percent low 
income is identified as an EJ area. 


The study area includes 155 census block groups, 
which were analyzed to identify affected popula- 
tions and EJ-related issues that would not be 
apparent at a larger geographic scale. Based on the 
minority and low-income criteria, 93 block groups 
of the 155 block groups within the study area are 
identified as representing EJ populations (see 

Table 4-46). The population in the 93 block groups 
totals 158,261, or about 68 percent of the total study 
area population. Of the 93 EJ block groups, 22 block 
groups exceed both the minority and low-income E] 
criteria. Figure 4-32 presents the results of the 
demographic and income analysis for the corridor. 


For more information on the EJ analysis see the 
Purple Line Social Effects and Land Use Planning 
Technical Report (2013). 


Native 
Hawaiian/ 
Pacific Other Two or Hispanic 





Geographic Area White only only only 


Asian only | Islander only | Race | More Races | Ethnicity | Minority 





oy i 





: 





Montgomery County 


Prince George’s County 


E 
r 





oe m 


' The U.S. Census records Hispanic ethnicity as distinguished from race, and therefore, the percentages given for Hispanic population include those who are White, Black, or other 


races. 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 
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Table 4-45: Low Income Percentages in the Region 


Households Below the 








Geographic Area Poverty Level 
Maryland 8% 
DC 16% 
Montgomery Coun 6% 
Prince George’s Count 1% 
Study Area 10% 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Average 


Table 4-46: Minority and Poverty Characteristics by Census Tract and Block Group 
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Table 4-46: Minority and Poverty Characteristics by Census Tract and Block Group (continued) 


Percent of Percent of 
population households below 
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Table 4-46: Minority and Poverty Characteristics by Census Tract and Block Group (continued) 


Percent of Percent of 


population households below 
Geographic Area Census Tract Block Group considered minority poverty level 
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Table 4-46: Minority and Poverty Characteristics by Census Tract and Block Group (continued) 


Percent of Percent of 
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Table 4-46: Minority and Poverty Characteristics by Census Tract and Block Group (continued) 


Percent of 


Percent of 


population households below 





Geographic Area Census Tract Block Group considered minority poverty level EJ Block Group 

a ee ee Y 

na | 

, a ee) ee 

West Lanham Hills 803612 ee ee ee ee : 
a ee eS ee ee Y 

mm [59 oY 

West Lanham Hills Totals fe se sie - =| Y 


Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2006-2010 American Community Survey 5-Year Average and U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010. 


Minority Populations 
In 2010, 55 percent of the population in the study 
area block groups was minority, and 86 block 


groups exceed the 50 percent minority criteria (see 
Table 4-46). 


Low Income Populations 

According to data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
American Community Survey 2006-2010 Five-Year 
Average, 10 percent of the study area households 
are below the poverty level. Twenty-nine census 
block groups meet or exceed the 16 percent 
low-income criteria. 


4.19.4 Public Involvement 


MTA has implemented a robust outreach program, 
with an emphasis on meaningful exchange with 
minority and low-income populations. The 
engagement of local residents, business owners, and 
other stakeholders began with scoping in 2003 and 
continues to this day. 


Table 4-47 presents the range of outreach activities 
that has occurred. MTA developed a public 
outreach strategy that created meaningful 
opportunities for public engagement for all 
members of the community, including members of 
the EJ population. MTA also monitored its public 
outreach effectiveness in EJ communities and made 
additional efforts in EJ communities when it was 
not achieving comparable engagement of EJ 
populations. Participation of low income and 
minority populations in the Purple Line decision- 
making process began as early as 2005 and has been 
advanced through: 
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e Expanded outreach to environmental justice 
communities to encourage attendance at, and 
participation in project meetings and open 
houses. 
e Translation of outreach materials into Spanish 
e Flyers hand delivered to homes in EJ neighbor- 
hoods for community meetings with low 
attendance. 
e Direct mailing inviting residents in EJ 
neighborhoods to Community Focus Groups 
where neighborhoods were not being 
represented (Community Focus groups were 
typically composed of representatives of 
community associations, but where there was 
low participation, MTA reached out to invite 
local residents directly). 
e Invitations to Community Focus Groups sent to 
leaders of local houses of worship in EJ 
neighborhoods. 
e Meetings with city and county agency staff, 
local elected officials, and community leaders to 
identify leaders of local communities, particu- 
larly those traditionally under-represented in 
the civic process. The groups identified 
included Action Langley Park, Impact Silver 
Spring, Puente Inc., and CASA de Maryland. 
e Other community representatives identified 
and invited to participate in the Community 
Focus Group meetings were: 
= Prince George’s County Latino Affairs 
Liaison 

= Montgomery County Department of 
Housing & Community Affairs 

= Montgomery County Business 
Development Specialist 
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Table 4-47: Community Outreach Techniques and Objectives 


Outreach Techniques Time Frame Objectives 

MTA held 7 rounds of corridor-wide open houses for a These meetings covered the entire project corridor and provided the public the opportunity to 

total of 32. The format of these was a self-paced review discuss proposed plans and provide input on issue they cared about. Comments were collected. 

of project information, with project staff available to The early meetings were general discussions about the purpose and need for the project, and 

discuss the plans and answer questions. supported the identification of appropriate project definition and markets. 

Community Focus Groups —these meetings covered 2005-2008 | The goal of these meetings was to meet with representatives of local communities to learn about 

areas about 2 miles long and were generally focused on local conditions, transportation needs, community concerns and thoughts about the alternatives, 

a comparison of the alternatives. Thirty-five of these and comparison of the alternatives under consideration. This was during the alternatives 

meetings were held. development phase of the project and these meetings were influential in shaping the 
development of the alternatives, and occasionally resulted in the proposal of new alternatives. 

Neighborhood Work Groups —MTA held 32 of these 


meetings with local communities. These meeting were 
focused on station areas and issues of local concern. 


These small group meetings were held after the identification of the Locally Preferred Alternative 
and were used for finer grained discussion of neighborhood level issues. Community members 
met with project planners and engineers fo discuss what was proposed or what they desired in 
their neighborhood. Station access was the focus of many of these meetings. 


MTA attended over 113 meetings with local community These meetings were generally at the invitation of the local community, although on occasion 
and civic associations. MTA initiated the meetings. They were generally discussions of topics of local concern. In some 
cases these meetings precipitated design modifications to address community concerns. In 


Lyttonsville the relocation of the Yard and the reprogramming of the two yard and maintenance 
facilities was the result of community meetings where local residents expressed dissatisfaction 
with the proposed plans. 
Some of these meetings were with community advocacy groups to expand project outreach to 
traditionally underrepresented groups such as recent immigrants and renters. 
MTA has met with local business groups, chambers of 2003-2013 | These meetings will support the future Business Impact Mitigation Plan by developing 
commerce, CD(s and other business advocacy groups in relationships with local business groups, engaging them in the project, and listening to business 
the corridor 51 times. concerns. 


MTA has met with special interest and project advocacy a | MTA provided project briefings, and updates. 


groups 64 times since 2003. 

In 2010 MTA began a General Information program, 2010-2013 | The goal of this effort was to provide general information about the project, invite people to sign 
hosting a booth at events such as community fairs and up for the mailing list, and solicit comments on the project. One of the challenges of a 

farmers markets, etc.). Over 80 events have been transportation project is reaching people who have not been engaged. These events, which have 
attended. been focused in EJ communities, are part of MTA’s on-going efforts to engage EJ communities. 


local businesses. Over 1050 businesses have been discussion with the local businesses about potential impacts and benefits for the project. These 
spoken to about the project. contacts will be further developed as MTA prepares the Business Impact Mitigation Plan. 


MTA has met with principals and PTSA representatives | 2003-2013 | The proposed Purple Line would operate near a number of schools in the corridor. MTA has 
of local public schools in the corridor 10 times. worked closely with the schools in proximity to the alignment to discuss the plans and issues of 


In 2012 MTA began focused door-to-door outreach to “ This effort is the first formal step in the business impact mitigation effort. MTA has begun a 


concern such as safety. In a number of locations plans have been modified in response to input 
from the local schools. 
After publication of the AA/DEIS in 2008 MTA held 2008-2009 | Stakeholders submitted over 3,300 comments fo MTA on the project. For a summary of the 
public hearings and a 90-day public comment period. comments, and MTA’s responses see Appendix A. Decision-makers and MTA gained an 
understanding of the issues important to stakeholders. 


Throughout project planning and engineering MTA has The project newsletter (also in Spanish) is intended to educate the public about the project and 
communicated project information though number of upcoming public involvement opportunities. 
channels MTA has used to project website (fully translated into Spanish) to engage and inform 
= Twelve issues of the project newsletter have been stakeholders. Members of the public regularly submit questions and comments to the website 
published and sent to a mailing list of 66,000 which are all answered personally. 
people and businesses. The project phone lines are generally used by the public to ask questions about the project. 
2003-2013 


= Project website 
= MTA has launched both Facebook and Twitter to 
further broaden the outreach efforts of the project 
= Project literature — brochures and fact sheets 
(translated into Spanish) 
= MTA has two dedicated phone numbers for the 
public, one in English and another in Spanish. 
Correspondence with the public 2003-2013 | MTA has responded to over 500 letters about the project with personalized letters. 
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The Purple Line corridor contains a large Spanish- 
speaking population. MTA was concerned that this 
community of non-English speakers would not be 
engaged in the public participation process, and 
early outreach efforts validated this concern. For 
that reason, MTA engaged two full-time Spanish- 
speaking outreach staff and collaborated with 
advocacy groups in the area such as CASA de 
Maryland and Impact Silver Spring. The project 
website, newsletters, and flyers are fully translated 
into Spanish, and MTA maintains a dedicated 
telephone line for Spanish-language calls. 


To engage those who reside in apartments, MTA 
has worked with Impact Silver Spring to participate 
in targeted meetings with residents of large 
apartment complexes. Impact Silver Spring had also 
helped with outreach to other, smaller groups, such 
as Ethiopian and Vietnamese immigrants, for 
example, Impact Silver Spring hosted community 
meetings on the Purple Line and provided 
translation services. Many of the general outreach 
efforts, such as attendance at community fairs and 
festivals, have been aimed at engaging these 
communities. 


Another major outreach initiative to engage and 
solicit information and concerns of the minority 
community is the multi-phase Purple Line business 
outreach program. Throughout the project’s devel- 
opment, Purple Line project team members have 
met with over 1000 business owners in the project 
corridor, including independent, minority-owned 
businesses in EJ areas. The Purple Line’s business 
outreach staff includes Spanish-speaking indivi- 
duals to establish effective communications with 
those business owners, managers, and workers who 
do not speak English or have limited English 
proficiency. 


This first phase of the business outreach program 
was aimed at educating the owners of businesses 
located within the Purple Line corridor about the 
project, with the intent to engage the owners in the 
project’s planning and design process. In addition, a 
database has been created of contact information of 
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the business owners and managers for use in future 
outreach efforts. The businesses were asked to fill 
out a short questionnaire. A report on this effort is 
included in the Purple Line Social Effects and Land 
Use Planning Technical Report (2013). Subsequent 
phases of the program will focus on small business 
group meetings to address potential construction 
stage effects; development of a forum to promote 
available local, state, and federal business assistance 
programs; and the creation of a mitigation plan to 
address local business disruptions during 
construction. 


Many community members and business owners 
have expressed concern that existing businesses 
would be disrupted during construction of the 
Purple Line, particularly small, independent, 
minority-owned businesses, and that the project 
would lead to redevelopment and rising land values. 
The Purple Line team will continue to work 
collaboratively with business owners to address 
their concerns. Concerns and issues raised by 
community members throughout this outreach 
program have been considered carefully in the 
development of the Preferred Alternative and 
potential mitigation strategies. Public outreach 
activities are described in detail in Chapter 8.0. 


Table 4-48 summarizes some of the major concerns 
in the EJ communities and the actions that MTA 
has taken to address them and documents the 
coordination with local communities. 


4.19.5 Preferred Alternative 


The Preferred Alternative is expected to be 
constructed and in service by 2020. This section 
identifies long-term operational effects of the 
Preferred Alternative. 


The Preferred Alternative was developed over a 
long period of time in conjunction with an 
extensive public involvement program. From the 
earliest conceptual design phase of the project, the 
alignments under study were shaped by MTA 
discussions with the public and incorporated efforts 
to avoid or minimize impacts. 
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Table 4-48: £) Community Concerns and MTA Actions and Responses 


EJ Community 
Lyttonsville 


Bonifant Street 


Woodside Station area 


University 
Boulevard—Takoma/Langley 


Kenilworth Avenue — Town of 
Riverdale Park 
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Major Issues/Concerns 
Proximity of residential community to 
maintenance facility 
Expansion of facility 
Commercial displacements 
Concerns about potential adverse impacts of 
maintenance facility (noise, visual) 


Impacts to small businesses 

— construction 

— loss of on-street parking 

— loss of loading zones 

— conversion of two-lane roadway to one-lane 


Displacement of shopping center — owner is not 
minority, but some business owners (the center's 
tenants) are minority 


Business—construction impacts 

Business displacements 

Property value increases (rents) 

Potential reduction in availability of affordable 
housing 


Business displacements due to proposed widening 
of Kenilworth Avenue 

Residential and commercial access changes due to 
alignment location 

Design of aerial structure 

Residential displacements 
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MTA Actions and Responses 
Multiple community meetings including a community 
“walk-through” 
MTA’s proposed resolution accepted by the community in March 
2012 
Relocation of yard west of Lyttonsville Place (maintains most of 
the commercial properties, and is moved farther from residential 
dreds) 
Reduction in size of facility 
Reprogramming of yard sites to make Lyttonsville a storage and 
light maintenance facility, and Glenridge a heavy maintenance 
facility. This action reduced the size of the facility so that it could 
fit west of the Lyttonsville Bridge as the community desired. 
Community members preferred the storage facility to the heavy 
maintenance facility. 
Multiple community meetings with local businesses and county, 
ongoing 
Community input on which way to make the street one-way 
Coordination with county to identify opportunities for additional 
local short-term parting 
Added loading zones 
Multiple community meetings 
Coordination with property owner 
Outreach to commercial tenants to explain relocation process 
Located station to maximize redevelopment potential of site 
Multiple community meetings with local residents, business 
groups (Langley Park Businesses, CASA de Maryland's Fair 
Development Coalition, Takoma Langley Crossroads 
Development Authority) 
Targeted outreach to business and Hispanic community 
Business Impact (construction) Mitigation Plan 
Engagement with local elected officials and agencies to 
encourage development of affordable housing policies 
Coordinated with SHA and the County to reduce the width of 
University Boulevard to minimize impacts and reduce 
displacements 
Multiple community meetings in 2011 (CKAR — Central 
Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization and the Riverdale Park 
Business Association) 
Targeted outreach fo impacted residents and businesses 
Coordination with the Town of Riverdale Park 
Coordination with SHA and Prince George’s County to minimize 
future roadway widening and shift alignment to median. These 
changes reduce displacements and minimized access changes. 
New plans addressing community concerns accepted by the 
community in April 2012 
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An example of this is the decision to operate the 
Preferred Alternative in mixed traffic lanes on 
Wayne Avenue. The neighborhoods on the south 
side of Wayne Avenue are EJ areas. Earlier plans for 
dedicated lanes would have required extensive 
widening of the roadway into the front yards of 
local residents. After hearing community 
opposition to the roadway widening, MTA 
considered how best to minimize impacts to the 
community. MTA conducted a traffic analysis that 
demonstrated that the delays on Wayne Avenue are 
caused by vehicles waiting to make left turns. By 
adding left turn lanes at the signalized intersections, 
the traffic conditions on Wayne Avenue in 2040 
would actually improve, even with the mixed-use 
Purple Line operations. MTA met with local 
residents many times as these plans were being 
developed, in 2008 alone, MTA met with local 
community members more than 20 times. 


These types of design decisions have been made by 
MTA throughout the project, so that often the 
avoidance and minimization of impacts is 
integrated into the Preferred Alternative. Most of 
these design decisions occurred in EJ communities. 


On University Boulevard the proposed addition of 
two transit lanes to the existing six-lane roadway 
would have resulted in a number of impacts to the 
adjacent EJ community; including business impacts 
from displacements and loss of parking, as well as 
degradation of the pedestrian environment from the 
standpoints of safety, walkability, and aesthetics. In 
response to community concerns, MTA worked 
with the counties and the State Highway Adminis- 
tration to agree on replacing two of the traffic lanes 
with the transitway, reducing the required 
widening, allowing room for pedestrian and 
streetscape enhancements and minimizing business 
displacements, access issues, and parking loss. 


The shift in the alignment on Kenilworth Avenue, 
described in detail in Section 2.2.2, from the side to 
the center of the roadway, and the modification of 
the alignment on Kenilworth Avenue was the direct 
result of outreach with this E) community and a 
commitment by MTA to minimize impacts in the 
community. 
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Long-term Effects 

The Preferred Alternative would bring benefits to 
the communities it serves, most of which are EJ 
areas. EJ populations within the study area would 
also experience some adverse effects from 
implementation of the Preferred Alternative. 
However, if the Preferred Alternative were moved 
outside of the EJ areas to avoid the adverse impacts, 
those communities would be deprived of the 
benefits. The extent of the adverse impacts must 
therefore be weighed against the benefits. MTA has 
endeavored to avoid and minimize adverse impacts 
wherever possible. When further avoidance and 
minimization are not reasonably feasible, MTA is 
committed to applying mitigation measures equally 
through the corridor. The sections below discuss 
impacts by resource type. Also in each section is a 
discussion of avoidance, minimization and mitiga- 
tion measures that have been included in the 
project. 


Both the Lyttonsville Yard and the Glenridge 
Maintenance Facility would be located in EJ areas. 
Multiple sites were evaluated during the alternatives 
analysis process to determine the most suitable 
locations. These sites were analyzed based on size, 
availability, existing land use, lack of constraints to 
development, and distance from existing residences. 
All potential yard and maintenance facility sites 
were located in EJ neighborhoods because the only 
non-EJ neighborhood in the corridor did not 
contain large, contiguous parcels of suitable land 
adjacent to the transitway. The cost of the necessary 
infrastructure (rails, overhead wires, traction power 
substations) dictates that the maintenance facility 
be built adjacent to the alignment. 


Sites in the Lyttonsville and Beacon Heights/ 
Glenridge neighborhoods were selected for yard 
and maintenance facilities as these alternatives met 
the site criteria described above, without substantial 
impacts on residential communities or environ- 
mental resources. Other potential yard and 
maintenance facility sites were eliminated from 
consideration due to parcel size; challenging terrain 
such as steep grades, forested lands, streams and 
wetlands; and proximity to historic properties (See 
Supporting Documentation for Alternatives 
Development 2013 for the Lyttonsville Yard sites 
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analysis and Chapter 6.0 for a discussion of the 
Prince George’s county sites considered). Both the 
Lyttonsville Yard and the Glenridge Maintenance 
Facility have been planned and designed in close 
coordination with neighborhood stakeholders and 
county officials to address community concerns and 
minimize adverse effects on residents. See Section 
2.2.2 and Section 6.4.1 Glenridge Community Park 
for further discussion of coordination with local 
stakeholders. 


Public Transportation 

Residents in the corridor are heavily reliant on 
transit; the Preferred Alternative would provide a 
new east-west LRT service between Bethesda and 
New Carrollton, with more reliable, more frequent, 
and higher capacity service for transit riders. It 
would travel in dedicated or exclusive transit lanes 
for 13.9 miles of its 16.2-mile length, allowing the 
Purple Line to operate more reliably than the No 
Build Alternative bus services. In 2040, the end-to- 
end travel time for the Preferred Alternative would 
be 63 minutes, while the bus travel time for No 
Build Alternative would be 108 minutes, demon- 
strating that the Preferred Alternative would 
provide faster transit service. 


In addition to the travel time-savings, improved 
transit service in the corridor would provide 
improved access to employment, educational, 
recreational, shopping, and cultural opportunities; 
and, due to improved access, a larger customer 
market for businesses near station areas. The 
Preferred Alternative would connect communities 
to the Red, Green, and Orange lines of the Metrorail 
system, all three MARC commuter rail lines and 
Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor at the New Carrollton 


Table 4-49. Ridership Projections 


Connecticut 
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Station. These connections would improve transit 
access between corridor neighborhoods and other 
parts of the region. 


While all populations within the project's service 
area would realize these benefits to the same extent, 
they would accrue to a higher degree to minority 
and low-income populations due to their higher 
reliance on transit. Having a station in one’s 
neighborhood provides access and mobility 
improvements; and 18 of the 21 proposed Purple 
Line stations are in EJ areas. Ridership analysis of 
the Preferred Alternative (Table 4-49) indicates that 
the largest percentage increase in transit ridership 
would come from EJ areas (e.g., Takoma/Langley, 
College Park, Riverdale, and New Carrollton); the 
proposed transit services would thus accommodate 
minority and low-income populations, and those 
populations that are reliant on transit. For a more 
detailed discussion of the transit effects of the 
Preferred Alternative, see Chapter 3.0. 


Roadways 

The Preferred Alternative is expected to divert some 
traffic from the arterial roadways on which the 
Preferred Alternative would operate onto local 
streets, and alter property access and circulation. 
Access to some properties and from some sides 
streets would be converted to right in, right out only 
where the Preferred Alternative is operating in 
dedicated lanes in the median of the roadway, in EJ 
areas this occurs on Piney Branch Road, University 
Boulevard, and Kenilworth Avenue. On Piney 
Branch Road provision for U-turns will be made at 
appropriate locations for traffic needing to make 
left turns. On Kenilworth Avenue, Quesada Road 
will be realigned to connect to a full signalized 






NTYA 


Measure Bethesda Lyttonsville 


Silver Spring | — Langley 


Takoma/ New 
College Park | Riverdale Carrollton 





Produced Transit Trips (percent increase 16% 33% 35% 48% 51% 93% 69% 
under the Preferred Alternative compared 
to the No-Build in 2040) 


Note: The seven areas indicated above are based on MWCOG Traffic Analysis Zones. They do not correspond exactly to the Purple Line neighborhoods as defined in this FEIS, but 


rather to larger segments of the Purple Line corridor. 


Source: Purple Line Travel Forecasts Results Report (2013). 
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intersection at Rittenhouse Street for traffic coming 

to or from the neighborhoods on the west side of 

Kenilworth Avenue. Where the Preferred 

Alternative is on the side of a roadway, access to 

some parcels in EJ areas will be eliminated from 

that roadways (Riverdale Road, Arliss Street) and 
new entrances will be provided by MTA. On 

Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale Road impacts to 

the roadway network will be minimized by a 

number of traffic improvements consisting of the 

addition of some new left turn lanes and traffic 
signals, as well as the adjustment of traffic signal 
phases and timing. Roadway and intersection 
improvements would be made throughout the 
corridor as part of the Preferred Alternative. These 
include re-aligning intersections, and adding or 
lengthening turn lanes. The roadway changes would 
result in localized improvements to vehicular traffic 
operations. Improvements in EJ areas include the 
following: 

e The addition of left turn lanes along Wayne 
Avenue at Cedar Street, and Manchester Road. 
The addition of dedicated left turn lanes at 
these key intersections and a left turn phase as 
part of the signal would improve traffic 
operations and further promote safety along the 
corridor. 

e The re-alignment of Mustang Drive to connect 
to Riverdale Road directly across from 62nd 
Place. Eliminating the current “split” signal 
would improve traffic operations and facilitate 
safer pedestrian crossings. 

e The addition of a dedicated left turn lane on 
westbound Riverdale Road at 67th Avenue. This 
would provide full-time, protected access to the 
Beacon Heights community. 


Level of Service 

Where a new transit system runs on or intersects at 
grade with existing roads, traffic impacts can occur. 
The positive effects of the Preferred Alternative on 
roadway and intersection traffic level of service 
would be the result of adding through and turning 
lanes, possibly adding traffic signals to control 
traffic flow, and adjusting traffic signal phases and 
timing to optimize intersection operations. (See 
Chapter 3.0 for a more detailed discussion of the 
level of service effects of the Preferred Alternative.) 
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Analysis of the long-term traffic effects on inter- 
sections where traffic would interact with the 
Purple Line for the year 2040 Preferred Alternative 
forecasted that the number of failing intersections 
would be reduced from 18 under the No Build to 15 
under the Preferred Alternative. Conditions would 
be improved at thirteen intersections in, or 
bordering, EJ communities. The roadways with the 
greatest improvements over the No Build 
conditions are seen in the following EJ areas: 

e University Boulevard 

e Paint Branch Parkway 

e River Road 


Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

Light rail transit is typically compatible with 
pedestrian environments and is often used in areas 
of heavy pedestrian activity. This is due to the fact 
that light rail is powered by an overhead wire 
system rather than an electrified third rail and that 
the tracks can be embedded in a street or paving so 
that they can be easily crossed. Where light rail 
operates in roadways it adheres to existing traffic 
signals and speed limits. 


Overall, there would be an improvement in 
pedestrian and bicycle connections and access. 
Throughout the corridor the Preferred Alternative 
includes the following: 

e Additional sidewalks or crosswalks in station 
areas, where needed to support safe station 
access 

e Sidewalks along both sides of new and 
reconstructed roadways 

e Bicycle racks at stations, where space allows 


The Preferred Alternative includes the following 
location-specific changes to bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities in EJ areas: 

e Accommodates extension of the Montgomery 
County Green Trail along Wayne Avenue. The 
Green Trail is not part of the Purple Line and 
would be funded separately by Montgomery 
County, but likely would be built with the 
Purple Line. 

e New signalized pedestrian crosswalks across 
16th Street, Wayne Avenue, Arliss Street, Piney 
Branch Road, University Boulevard, Campus 
Drive, and River Road 
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e Wider outside roadway travel lanes to 
accommodate bicycles on Piney Branch Road, 
University Boulevard, and Kenilworth Avenue, 
and a 5-foot wide bicycle lane on the eastbound 
side of Veterans Parkway, separated from the 
traffic lane by striping 

e Wider sidewalks and crosswalks, pedestrian 
plazas, and refuges along University Boulevard 
where needed and where reasonably feasible, 

e Construction of a new bikeway across the UMD 
campus 

e Portions of the Capital Crescent Trail are in EJ 
communities. The eastern 4.3 miles of the 
Capital Crescent Trail from Bethesda to Silver 
Spring would be constructed and paved, 
replacing the existing Georgetown Branch 
Interim Trail between Bethesda and Stewart 
Avenue, providing a permanent trail, separate 
from the roadways, from Stewart Avenue into 
downtown Silver Spring.” See Section 2.3.2 for 
more detail. 


Parking Facilities 

The effects of the Preferred Alternative on parking 

are described below. See Chapter 3.0 for a more 

detailed discussion of the effects of the Preferred 

Alternative on parking. 

e On-Street Parking—On-street parking impacts 
would primarily be in EJ areas. Most impacts 
would occur on University Boulevard in the 
Takoma/Langley area and in Lewisdale. Other 
areas experiencing on-street parking impacts 
would be Bonifant Street in Silver Spring, Arliss 
Street in Long Branch, and on the University of 
Maryland campus. 

e Non-Residential Parking Lots—The majority 
of permanent impacts to non-residential 
parking lots in the Purple Line corridor would 
occur on the University of Maryland campus 
and in EJ areas at shopping centers with 


” The Preferred Alternative assumes that the permanent Capital 
Crescent Trail between Talbot Avenue and Silver Spring would be 
located in CSXT right-of-way in accordance with the County’s land 
use plan. The completion of the trail in the CSXT corridor is 
contingent on agreement between the County and CSXT on the use 
of its property on the north side of the CSXT tracks for the trail. If 
agreement is not reached by the time the Purple Line construction 
occurs, MTA would construct the trail from Bethesda to Talbot 
Avenue. From Talbot Avenue to Silver Spring, an interim signed 
bike route on local streets would be used. 
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parking lots adjacent to the roadways planned 
for widening as part of the Preferred 
Alternative. Apart from the university campus, 
most impacts to non-residential parking would 
occur to businesses located along University 
Boulevard in Langley Park and Takoma Park. 
In Langley Park, 124 spaces would be removed, 
and in Takoma Park, approximately 107 spaces 
would be removed. 

e Residential Parking Lots—All residential park- 
ing lot impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
would occur in EJ areas. The most spaces would 
be removed at the Falkland Chase apartments 
in Silver Spring (43 spaces). Other residential 
parking impacts would involve minor impacts 
to apartment complex parking areas. 


The loss of parking is largely the result of the loca- 
tion of the transitway in existing roadways. The loss 
of parking has been accepted as a tradeoff because 
replacing the parking would have required further 
widening of the roadways and would have resulted 
in greater impacts to private property, including 
residential and commercial displacements. 


MTA continues to work with specific communities 
and business areas to address parking impact 
concerns. While it is anticipated that most ridership 
will be “walk-up” or by transfer from bus or 
Metrorail, if parking problems result from a specific 
station location, MTA will work with the 
community and county to identify the appropriate 
measure to address the issue. Both counties include 
provisions to implement residential parking permit 
programs. Potential measures can include time 
restrictions, which would allow local parking for 
businesses but eliminate all-day commuter parking. 
Mitigation of permanent parking loss is not 
proposed in lots where the current parking is 
underutilized and remaining parking capacity 
exceeds parking utilization. See Section 3.4 for a 
detailed description of the parking impacts. 


Neighborhood Quality and Cohesion 

As discussed in Section 4.3, community cohesion 
refers to the quantity and quality of interactions 
among people in a community. Linear transpor- 
tation facilities can sometimes act as barriers, 
affecting the ease with which neighbors socialize, 
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recreate, and shop. However, light rail is very 
compatible with pedestrian environments, precisely 
because it does not act as a barrier. Where roadways 
currently create a barrier, if they are wide or traffic 
operates at high speeds the addition of light rail will 
not cause a change. University Boulevard is such a 
road, being both wide and heavily used, often at 
high speeds, while at the same time being an area of 
high pedestrian activity. Original plans for the 
Preferred Alternative required widening of the 
roadway to preserve the existing six lanes for road 
traffic, while also providing two lanes for the 
transitway; this design would have exacerbated the 
barrier effect of this roadway. MTA worked with 
the counties and the State Highway Administration 
to agree on replacing two of the traffic lanes with 
the transitway. As a result MTA will reduce the 
proposed roadway to four lanes and transitway and 
provide room for pedestrian enhancements and 
landscaping. This has minimized the impact of the 
project, and provided enhancement to the 
neighborhoods on either side of University 
Boulevard. 


The Preferred Alternative would not have an 
adverse impact on neighborhood or community 
cohesion. The Preferred Alternative would not 
result in a major change in community cohesion or 
neighborhood quality as it would operate in or 
adjacent to existing roadways along most of its 
alignment. As today, pedestrians would cross at 
pedestrian cross walks. It would improve transit 
accessibility and mobility, which would in turn 
encourage more pedestrian and bicycle travel. The 
Preferred Alternative would further encourage 
pedestrian and bicycle connectivity with its 
improvements to intersections, crosswalks, and 
other bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 


As part of the Preferred Alternative, stations have 
been planned to encourage redevelopment around 
station areas in an effort to create a sense of place in 
local neighborhoods. No effects to EJ areas are 
anticipated. For a more detailed discussion of the 
effects of the Preferred Alternative on 
neighborhoods, see Section 4.3. 
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Neighborhoods and Community Facilities 


Human Health 


The Preferred Alternative would provide the 
opportunity to improve the overall health of the 
users of the Purple Line corridor in the following 
ways: 

e Improvements and extensions of the trail 
system, leading to increased physical activity 
and the use of active transportation modes for 
some trips. 

e The safety (crash reduction) improvements 
resulting from the general upgrade of 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities that would be 
implemented in conjunction with the Purple 
Line: 


While these benefits are not easily measureable on 
an individual level, expanded opportunities for 
recreation and alternate modes for users of the 
Purple Line, and upgraded safety measures all 
provide the opportunity for a healthier lifestyle. 
Considered in the context of the proposed 
higher-density, pedestrian-oriented development 
planned for several station areas and the improved 
transit system, the opportunities for additional 
pedestrian and bicycle trips, as well as better access 
to employment, healthcare, and community 
facilities, all point to an overall improvement in 
human health. These benefits would accrue to 
communities throughout the corridor, including EJ 
areas. 


Community Facilities 

As discussed in Section 4.3, modifications to 
existing access to community facilities would be 
necessary, which would result in minimal increases 
in travel time for patrons of the facilities. The 
addition of the transitway would affect nine 
facilities. One facility would be displaced, one 
would have its driveway rebuilt, and partial 
acquisitions of property would be required at seven 
facilities. Six of the nine, or 67 percent of the 
permanent effects to community facilities and 
services would occur in EJ areas (see Table 4-50). 
This is commensurate with the percentage of block 
groups identified as EJ areas (69 percent). The 
effects are expected to be minimal and would be 
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mitigated (see Section 4.3 for details of the 
minimization and mitigation). 


Mitigation measures determined for specific 

community facilities in EJ areas are listed below: 

e Chillum-Adelphi Fire Company #34—The 
Purple Line Fire Life/Safety & Security 
Committee would continue to meet to identify 
and resolve issues arising from construction 
and operation. 

e First Korean Presbyterian Church—MTA will 
work to negotiate just compensation or 
mitigation for property impacts. 

e Rosemary Hills Elementary School, and Silver 
Spring International Middle School—Coordi- 
nation to minimize disruptions by phasing 
construction in summer when school is not in 
session, to the extent reasonably feasible. 


Property Acquisition and Displacements 

As shown in Table 4-51, there would be 53 residen- 
tial displacements as a result of the Preferred 
Alternative. Forty-one of these displacements 

(77 percent) would be in EJ areas. The residents 
along Riverdale Road associated with 22 of the 
displacements supported the shift in the alignment 
which resulted in full rather than partial property 
acquisition. See Sections 2.2.2 and 4.4.3 for 
documentation of the coordination conducted in 
neighborhoods along Riverdale Road. 


There would be 60 commercial business displace- 
ments as a result of the Preferred Alternative, 35 of 
which (58 percent) would occur in EJ areas. This is 
not disproportionate as 69 percent of the block 
groups in the Purple Line corridor are EJ areas. As 
described in Section 4.4, all activities related to 
property acquisition and displacements will be 
conducted in conformance to the Uniform 
Relocation and Real Property Acquisitions Polices 
Act of 1970 and the Real Property Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland. 


MTA has initiated relocation interviews with 
potentially displaced residents and businesses. 
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Displaced persons and businesses within the area 
needed for the project may be eligible for benefits 
under MTA’s Relocation Assistance Program. 
Benefits could include advisory services, moving 
and reestablishment costs, and other payments and 
services as provided by law. 


Economic Activity 

The Preferred Alternative would be expected to 
have long-term positive effects to the economy 
within the station areas by creating area jobs, 
increasing available area housing, and improving 
mobility and accessibility for commuters. These 
benefits would apply to all area residents, including 
environmental justice populations. 


Surrounding communities would likely see an 
increase in employment opportunities due to a 
greater number of commercial and residential busi- 
nesses that are planned along the corridor. This 
should result in positive economic gains in the form 
of increased wages and spending (see Section 4.5). 
The additional transportation capacity would create 
competitive advantages for both existing and future 
businesses located in the corridor (see Chapter 7.0). 


Prince George’s County is currently completing the 
Purple Line TOD Study which identifies 
development concepts and implementation 
strategies to maximize the TOD potential and 
accessibility of five planned Purple Line stations: 

e Beacon Heights (Riverdale Road) 

e Riverdale Park 

e M Square (River Road) 

e College Park-UMD 

e Adelphi Road/West Campus (University Hills) 


These five stations are all in EJ areas. 


Many of the commercial areas of the corridor are in 
EJ areas, and these areas will benefit from the 
Preferred Alternative. 


The Preferred Alternative would improve access for 
study area residents to jobs and educational 
opportunities. This benefit is particularly important 
for the transit-dependent populations. 
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Table 4-50. Distribution of Community Facility Impacts 


Census | Block EJ Block 
Neighborhood | Tract | Group | Community Facility Long-term Effects (2040) Group 


Silver Spring 702601 a Silver Spring Post | The facility would be displaced. No 
Office 
702900 5 | Silver Spring Partial acquisition of property would be required due to the widening of Wayne No 
International Middle | Avenue. The driveway would be shifted approximately 400 feet east on Wayne 
School Avenue to accommodate the Dale Drive station, and the parking lot would be 


recontigured. 


Long Branch 702301 Long Branch Library | Partial acquisition of property would be required in order to reconfigure the Yes 
roadway in front of this library. Additionally, since a dedicated left-turn lane is 
not feasible, the driveway would be converted to right-in/right-out only. The 









pedestrian entrance on Walden Avenue would also be modified. 


College Park 806400 University Baptist + | The driveway entrance to the church would be moved to a new signal at No 
Church Presidential Drive. 


Riverdale 807102 Niels Bohr Library —_| Partial acquisition of property would be required. Sidewalk access directly to Yes 
River Road would be removed. Access from River Road to Physics Ellipse Drive 





would be shifted approximately 1,000 feet west. 


First Korean Partial acquisition of property would be required, removing approximately 10 Yes 
Presbyterian Church | parking spaces and the building's vestibule. 








Refreshing Spring —_| Partial acquisition of undeveloped property (no impact on existing religious Yes 
Church of God in facility) would be required. 
Christ 


Sources: M-NCPPC Montgomery County Planning Department, Montgomery County GIS, and M-NCPPC Prince George’s County Planning Department Information Management 
Division. 


806601 St. Bernard School —_| Partial acquisition of property would be required. Due to changes in grade, the Yes 
secondary access to the school would require permanent modifications. 
Pedestrian access would also be affected. 
pedestrian access would be affected. 





Table 4-51. Distribution of Residential and Commercial Displacements 


Number of Residential Unit | Number of Commercial Business 
Neighborhood Census Tract Block Group Displacements Displacements EJ Block Group 


Bethesda 0 De No 
Rock Creek/Lyttonsville/ —————————— Yes 
Rosemary Hills ae es es Yes 
Silver Spring 70500 | A Yes 
a | No 

Long Branch —————— Yes 
a rs ee ee ee ee Yes 

Takoma Park ———————————EE Yes 
a ee ee eee ee ee Yes 

Langley Park 805700 | Yes 
Riverdale 800001 | Yes 
A Yes 

Glenridge/Beacon Heights ———————————— Yes 
ee ee eee eee Yes 

West Lanham Hills, | 803612, | P| Yes 
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Visual Resources 

Section 4.9 identified 10 VAUs within the corridor, 

based on cohesiveness of land use and development 

patterns. The visual effects to these units were 
evaluated. Three of the VAUs were identified as 
experiencing high visual effects. Of these, two 
include EJ populations: 

e VAU 4: Wayne Avenue to Western Plymouth 
Street Tunnel portal—This VAU was 
identified as having moderate to high visual 
effects. 

e VAU 9: Kenilworth Avenue and Riverdale 
Park—This area would have a range of low to 


high effects. 


The only VAU with a uniform high effect was not 
in an EJ community. See Section 4.9 for a more 
detailed discussion of the visual effects of the 
Preferred Alternative. 


For visual impacts, continued coordination with EJ 
populations and assessment of design and aesthetic 
treatments, including the aerial structure at 
Kenilworth Avenue/East West Highway, will be 
performed during further design development to 
address adverse visual impacts throughout the 
corridor. In addition, MTA is committed to pro- 
viding design treatments to reduce visual impacts at 
affected locations, where possible, including those 
in areas with EJ populations. Those treatments 
would be analyzed further during further design 
development. 


MTA will use the Art-In-Transit program to 
enhance key elements of the project as appropriate. 


Air Quality 

The air quality analysis was completed to conform 
to the requirements of the Clean Air Act of 1990 
and the Federal Transportation Conformity Rule, 
along with various MDE standards. VOC and NOx 
were evaluated at the regional level; CO, O3, PMio 
and PM>;, and MSATs were analyzed at the 
regional and local level. Implementation of the 
Preferred Alternative would slightly decrease 
emission of criteria pollutants for which the region 
is designated as non-attainment or maintenance. 
No long-term effects to air quality in EJ areas are 
anticipated. The project would comply with the 
conformity requirements. 
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Noise 

The operational impacts of the Preferred Alterna- 
tive were evaluated using the guidelines set forth by 
FTA’s Transit Noise and Vibration Assessment and 
the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) 
Noise Abatement Criteria. 


Noise impacts from the Preferred Alternative were 
predicted for six locations in the Purple Line 
corridor. Five of these are in EJ areas. As shown in 
Table 4-52, moderate noise impacts were predicted 
for seven single-family residences at three locations 
and four apartment buildings, including a total of 
approximately 140 units, at four locations. The 
impacts would be associated with LRT vehicles 
sounding their horns as they approach stations and 
grade crossings; for safety reasons, use of these 
horns could not be eliminated. 


Vibration 

As shown in Table 4-53, four single-family resi- 
dences and one apartment building, including 
approximately six units, would experience vibration 
effects as a result of the Preferred Alternative. One 
of the five identified locations is in an EJ area at the 
Barrington apartments. 


MTA will mitigate operational vibration impacts 
associated with the Preferred Alternative by 
evaluating and implementing specific materials and 
construction methods in the construction of the 
transitway, including using resilient fasteners, 
ballast mats, resiliently supported ties, or other 
vibration damping measures as deemed necessary. 


Short-term Construction Effects 

Construction of the Preferred Alternative would 
generate a variety of temporary environmental, 
transportation, and community impacts within the 
study area. Construction activities typically generate 
discernible levels of dust, noise, vibration, and 
vehicle emissions. Associated effects include 
temporary adjustments to vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic patterns and access, temporary loss or 
relocation of parking, temporary interruptions in 
utility services, and temporary visual impacts 
related to construction activities and stockpiling of 
materials and equipment. Proposed construction 
staging areas would be required at specific points 
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Table 4-52. Potential Noise Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 


Block 


4.0 Environmental Resources, Impacts, and Mitigation 






Neighborhood 
Silver Spring 


Census Tract | Group 


Long Branch 


General Location 


a ee 

Library Station 

Lael Biel el 
Station 


Type/Number of properties affected EJ Block Group 


702301 Wayne Avenue at Manchester Place | 95 East Wayne Avenue, Apartment Yes 
Station complex and single family residence 


702301 | 2 | Arliss Street at Long Branch Station | Flower Branch apartment complex Yes 


Glenridge/Beacon Heights | 803803 aa 67th Place at Beacon Heights East Pines apartment complex Yes 
Station 


West Lanham Hills 
Source: Purple Line Noise and Vibration Technical Reports (2013) 


Table 4-53. Potential Vibration Impacts of the Preferred Alternative 
Block 


803612 | 1 | Hanson Oaks Drive Single family residences Yes 






Neighborhood Census Tract Location 
Bethesda 
Chevy Chase 


Silver Spring 


Group 





Source: Purple Line Noise and Vibration Technical Reports (2013) 


along the corridor, and access points would be 
designated for construction access. 


Construction stage mitigation will include a host of 
best management practices to reduce socioeco- 
nomic, natural resource, air, noise, and vibration 
effects. A special focus of construction stage 
mitigation measures will be to limit disruption to 
businesses along the corridor. Business outreach 
coordinators familiar with the unique needs of the 
EJ communities will continue to work with neigh- 
borhood businesses to establish an effective com- 
munication program. Pre-construction planning 
with local communities and businesses will be 
completed in the form of a mitigation plan to 
address and reduce impacts associated with 
temporary road closures, detours, access restric- 
tions, and other operational issues affecting 
businesses during construction. Special signing, 
including foreign language signs where appropriate, 
will be implemented throughout construction to 
alert citizens to upcoming activities and to inform 
and promote access to businesses during 
construction. The implementation of typical 
construction-stage mitigation measures would 
reduce the overall impact of construction on local 
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Type/Number of properties affected EJ Block Group 





704804 | 1 | 4230 East West Highway 2 single-family residences No 
705000 | 1 | 4110 Edgevale Court 2 single-family residences No 
702602 | 2 | 1946 Rosemary Hills Drive The Barrington apartments Yes 


communities. See Chapter 5.0 for a detailed 
description of construction activities and 
short-term impacts. 


Additionally, non-EJ areas would experience similar 
short-term construction stage impacts as EJ areas, 
such as travel and access restrictions, dust, noise 
and vibration, emissions, and increased truck traffic 
along access and haul routes. 


Public Transportation 

During construction, existing bus transit routes and 
stop locations would be temporarily affected due to 
roadway lane closures, designation of alternative 
access routes, and other construction-related 
restrictions to transit operations. A Transportation 
Management Plan (TMP) will be developed, in 
concert with transit and emergency service pro- 
viders, to minimize interruptions in transit service 
and ensure adequate emergency response during 
project construction. The TMP will include defined 
operational changes to ensure reliable transit service 
and a public outreach plan to inform and educate 
transit riders of both project progress and proposed 
activities that would affect access and transit 
operations. Impacts on transit service would be 
experienced throughout the corridor. 
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Roadways 

Construction of the Preferred Alternative would 
result in temporary short-term impacts to local and 
regional transportation operations including lane 
closures, temporary lane and shoulder closures, 
detours, and disruption of traffic during peak and 
nonpeak times. These impacts would result 
throughout the study area. See Chapters 3.0 and 5.0 
for a detailed description of construction activities 
and potential short-term impacts. 


Parking Facilities 

Some parking in EJ areas would be temporarily 

unavailable during construction of the Preferred 

Alternative. Several residential and non-residential 

parking lots would be temporarily affected during 

construction. Most of the temporary parking loss 
would be due to the need for construction staging 
areas. Below are the larger parking lots in EJ areas 
where spaces would be removed temporarily during 
construction. For a detailed description of the 
parking impacts of the Preferred Alternative, see 

Section 3.4. 

e Lyttonsville Yard—This area would include the 
parking at the County Maintenance Lot during 
construction of the Lyttonsville Yard. MTA will 
coordinate with Montgomery County to find a 
temporary site during construction. 

e Silver Spring International Middle 
School—The parking lot would be reconfigured 
resulting in temporary loss of parking during 
construction. 

e Wayne Manchester Towers and Kenwood 
House Condominiums— Parking lots would be 
temporarily removed during the construction 
of the Plymouth Tunnel. 


Neighborhoods and Community Facilities 

Construction of the Preferred Alternative would 
temporarily affect neighborhood quality for a 
period of up to five years. The time to construct 
each project element would differ based on the type 
of element, site characteristics, weather, and 
structural design. The construction of a few 
elements, such as the Silver Spring Transit Center, 
would require the entire 5-year duration; however, 
other areas would require a substantially shorter 
time to complete. Impacts from construction would 
be experienced in all neighborhoods. 
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Property Acquisition and Displacements 

Properties affected through a temporary easement 
would be restored to an acceptable pre-construction 
condition following construction activities, depen- 
dent upon individual easement agreements. If 
access to a facility is temporarily removed, alternate 
access would be provided. 


Economic Activity 

As described in Section 4.5 and Chapter 5.0, in 
selected areas of the corridor, temporary construc- 
tion easements, lanes or road closures, or other 
property restrictions would have negative impacts 
to some businesses located in EJ areas, which would 
affect the economy within the study area. Losses of 
parking and difficulty accessing businesses during 
construction would deter customers and disrupt 
deliveries. Small businesses in particular would have 
difficulty withstanding the resulting loss of 
commerce. 


MTA will provide appropriate mitigation to all 
businesses affected by the project, including 
businesses located in EJ communities. MTA has 
begun door-to-door outreach to businesses which 
would be affected by construction and will provide 
appropriate mitigation. MTA understands small, 
local and EJ businesses in the Purple Line corridor 
will require some unique efforts. To address access 
restrictions or detours to businesses, MTA is 
committed to identifying and working with local 
business liaisons and groups like CASA de 
Maryland and others to understand the charac- 
teristics of local EJ businesses (customer origins, 
peak business times, etc.) and to establish 
construction stage plans to minimize business 
disruptions. MTA would continue communication 
with local businesses including Spanish-speaking 
liaisons and translated written material during 
construction to monitor effects and modify 
construction plans, if possible, to further reduce 
impacts. 
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MTA will implement a Business Impact Minimi- 

zation Plan. MTA will develop this plan after 

evaluation of best practices and lessons learned 

from other light rail construction projects (see 

Sections 8.2.2). These practices could include: 

e Maintaining Spanish-speaking outreach staff 

e Constructing the project in segments, to keep 
disruption to a small area at a time 

e Maintaining access to business during 
construction for customers and deliveries 

e Maintaining or relocating bus stops 

e Maintaining parking lot access 

e Providing directional signage 

e Developing “Open for Business” marketing and 
advertising tools for use during construction, 
translated where appropriate 

e Promotion of local businesses 

e Providing a construction hotline open 24/7 

e Maintaining open communication between the 
project outreach team and local businesses 

e Maintaining communication with local support 
and advocacy groups 


Most importantly, MTA will maintain open 
communication between the Purple Line public 
outreach team and local businesses, so businesses 
have no surprises and know who to call when they 
have questions or issues. As noted above, MTA 
coordination with affected commercial property 
owners has already started and will continue 
through project construction and implementation. 


MTA is committed to addressing language barriers 
and promoting engagement of EJ communities. 


MTA has reached out to the Montgomery and 
Prince George’s County Economic Development 
offices as well as the Maryland Small Business & 
Technology Development Center and CASA de 
Maryland to identify support services and resources 
available for small businesses. MTA will continue to 
coordinate with the counties on how to facilitate use 
of these services and resources by Purple Line 
corridor businesses. 


The National Center for Smart Growth has recently 
created the Purple Line Corridor Coalition. The 
mission of the coalition is to engage organizations 
active in the Purple Line corridor, stimulate 
collaborative projects, and provide valuable 
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information to assure that investments in the 
Purple Line will achieve the maximum possible 
economic, social, and environmental benefits to the 
residents and businesses of the corridor. MTA is 
partnering with the National Center for Smart 
Growth in this effort. 


Specifically, the Purple Line Corridor Coalition 

aims to: 

e Stimulate economic development 

e Strengthen neighborhoods 

e Engage historically under-represented 
communities 

e Support distinctive places to live, work and play 
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being hard to be pleased? 2. He not only 
praised them, but prayed for them. He 
blessed them as one having authority, for the 
less is blessed of the better. We read not of 
any wages that Moses paid them for their 
work, but this blessing he gave them. For, 
thcugh ordinarily the labourer be worthy of 
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his hire, yet in this case, 1. They wrought 
for themselves. ‘The honour and comfort of 
God’s tabernacle among them would be re- 
compence enough. Jf thou be wise, thou shalt 
be wise for thyself. 2. They had their meat 
from heaven on free-cost, for themselves and 
their families, and their raiment waxed not 
old upon them; so that they neither needed 
wages nor had reason to expect any. Freely 
you have received, freely give. The obligations 
we lie under, both in duty and interest, to 
serve God, should be sufficient to quicken us 
to our work, thongh we had not a reward in 
prospect. But, 3. This blessing, in the name 
of the Lord, was wages enough for all their 
work. Those whom God employs he will 
bless, and those whom he blesses are blessed 
indeed. The blessing he commans is life 
for evermore. 


CHAP. XL. 


In this chapter, l. Orders are given for the setting upof the taber 
nacle and the fixing of all the appurtenances of it in their proper 
places (ver. 1—§), and the consecrating of it (ver. 9—11), aud 
of the priests, ver. 12—15. H. Care is taken to do all this, and 
as it was appointed to be done, ver. 16—33. IHI. God takes 
possession of it hy the cloud, ver. 34, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 On the first day of 

the first month shalt thou set up the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congre- 
gation. 3 And thou shalt put therein 
the ark of the testimony, and cover 
the ark with the veil. 4 And thou 
shalt bring in the table, and set in 
order the things that are to be set in 
order upon it; and thou shalt bring 
in the candlestick, and light the lamps 
thereof. 5 And thou shalt set the 
altar of gold for the incense before 
the ark of the testimony, and put the 
hanging of the door to the tabernacle. 
6 And thou shalt set the altar of the 
burnt offering before the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of the congre- 
gation. 7 And thou shalt set the 
laver between the tent of the congre- 
gation and the altar, and shalt put 
water therein. 8 And thou shalt set 
up the court round about, and hang 
up the hanging at the court gate. 9 
And thou shalt take the anointing oil, 
and anoint the tabernacle, and all that 
is therein, and shalt hallow it, and all 
the vessels thereof: and it shall be 
holy. 10 And thou shalt anoint the 
altar of the burnt offering, and all his 
vessels, and sanctify the altar: and it 
shall be an altar most holy. 11 And 
thou shalt anoint the laver and his 
foot, and sanctify it. 12 And thou 
shalt bring Aaron aud his sons unto 
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the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, and wash them with water. 
13 And thou shalt put upon Aaron 
the holy garments, and anoint him, 
and sanctify him; that he may mi- 
nister unto me in the priest’s office. 
14 And thou shalt bring his sons, and 
clothe them with coats: 15 And thou 
shalt anoint them, as thou didst anoint 
theirfather,thatthey may minister unto 
me inthe priest's office: for theiranoint- 
ing shall surely be an everlasting priest- 
hood throughout their generations. 


The materials and furniture of the taber- 
nacle had been viewed severally and ap- 
proved, and now they must be put together. 
1. God here directs Moses to set up the ta- 
bernacle and the utensils of it in their places. 
Though the work of the tabernacle was 
finished, and every thing ready for rearing, 
and the people, no doubt, were very desirous 
to see it up, yet Moses will not erect it till 
he has express orders for doing so. Itis 
good to see God going before us in every 
step, Ps. xxxvii.23. The time for doing this 
is fixed to the first day of the first month (v. 2), 
which wanted but fourteen days of a year 
since they came out of Egypt; and a good 
year’s work tnere was done init. Probably 
the work was made ready but just at the end 
of the year, so that the appointing of this 
day gave no delay, or next to none, to this 
good work. We must not put off any ne- 
cessary duty under pretence of waiting for 
some remarkable day; the present season is 
the most convenient. But the tabernacle 
happening to be set up on the first day of the 
first month intimates that it is good to begin 
the year with some good work. Let hin 
that is the first have the first; and let the 
things of his kingdom be first sought. In 
Hezekiah’s time we find they began to sanc- 
tify the temple on the first day of the first 
month, 2 Chron. xxix. 17. ‘The new moon 
(which by their computation was the first 
day of every month) was observed by them 
with some solemnity ; and therefore this first 
new moon of the year was thus made re- 
markable. Note, When a new year begins, 
we should think of serving God more and 
better than we did the year before. Moses 
is particularly ordered to set up the taber- 
uacle itself first, in which God would dwell 
and would be served (v. 2), then to put the 
ark in its place, and draw the veil before it 
(vy. 3), then to fix the table, and the candle- 
stick, and-the altar of incense, without the 
veil (v. 4, 5), and to fix the hanging of the 
door before the door. ‘Then in the court he 
must place the altar of burnt offering, and 
the laver (v. 6,7); and, lastly, he must set up 
the curtains of the court, and a hanging fora 
court-gate. And all this would be easily done 
in one day, many hands no doubt being em- 
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ployed in it under the direction of Moses 
2. He directs Moses, when he had set up the 
tabernacle and all the furniture of it, to con- 
secrate it and them, by anointing them with 
the oil which was prepared for the purpose, 
ch. xxx. 25, &c. It was there ordered that 
this should be done; here it was ordered that 
it should be done now, v. 9—11. Observe, 
Every thing was sanctified when it was put 
in its proper place, and not till then, for till 
then it was not fit for the use to which it was 
to be sanctified. As every thing is beautiful 
in its season, so is every thing in its place. 
3. He directs him to consecrate Aaron and 
his sons. When the goods were brought 
into God’s house, they were marked first, 
and then servants were hired to bear the 
vessels of the Lord; and those must be clean 
who were put into that office, v. 12—15. 
‘The law which was now ordered to be put in 
execution we had before, ch. xxix. ‘Thus in 
the visible church, which is God’s tabernacle 
among men, it is requisite that there be mi- 
nisters to keep the charge of the sanctuary, 
and that they receive the anointing. 


16 Thus did Moses: according to 
all that the Lorp commanded him, 
so did he. 17 And it came to pass 
in the first month in the second year, 
on the first day of the month, that 
the tabernacle was reared up. 18 
And Moses reared up the tabernacle, 
and fastened his sockets, and set up 
the boards thereof, and put in the 
bars thereof, and reared up his pillars. 
19 And he spread abroad the tent 
over the tabernacle, and put the co- 
vering of the tent above upon it; as 
the Lorp commanded Moses. 20 
And he took and put the testimony 
into the ark, and set the staves on 
the ark, and put the mercy seat 
above upon the ark: 21 And he 
brought the ark into the tabernacle, 
and set up the veil of the covering, 
and covered the ark of the testimony; 
as the Lorp commanded Moses. 22 
And he put the table in the tent of 
the congregation, upon the side of 
the tabernacle northward, without the 
veil. 23 And he set the bread in 
order upon it before the Lorn; as 
the Lorp had commanded Moses. 
2£ And he put the candlestick in the 
tent of the congregation, over against 
the table, on the side of the tabernacle 
southward. 25 And he lighted the 
lamps before the Lorp, as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 26 And he put 
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the golden altar in the tent of the 
congregation before the veil: 27 And 
he burnt sweet ineense thereon; as 
the Lorp commanded Moses. 28 And 
he set up the hanging at the door of 
the tabernacle. 29 And he put the 
altar of burnt offering by the door of 


the tabernacle of the tent of the eon- | priests ; 
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as they are commanded. 3. That which was 
to be veiled he veiled w. 21), and that which 
was to be used he used immediately, for the 
instruction of the priests, that by seeing him 
do the several offices they might learn to do 
them the more dexterously. ‘hough Moses 
was not properly a priest, yet he is numbered 
among the priests (Ps. xcix. 6), and the 
Jewish writers call him the priest of the 
what he did he did by special war- 


gregation, and offered upon it the}rant and direction from God, rather as a 


burnt offering and the meat offering ; 


as the Lorp commanded Moses. 
And he set the laver between the tent 
of the congregation and the altar, and 
put water there, to wash withul. 


prophet, or law-giver, than as a priest. He 


39 | set the wheels a going, and then left the 


work in the hands of the appointed ministry. 
(1.) When he had placed the table, he set 
the show-bread in order upon it (v. 23); for 


31} God will never have his table unfurnished. 


And Moses and Aaron and his sons |(2-) As soon as he had fixed the candlestick, 


washed their hands and their feet 
thereat: 32 When they went into the 


he lighted the lamps before the Lord, v. 25. 
Even that dark dispensation would not admit 
of unlighted candles. (3.) The golden altar 


tent of the congregation, and when | being put in its place, immediately he burnt 


they came near unto the altar, they | sweet incense thereon (v. 27) 


washed; as the Lorp commanded 
Moses. 33 And he reared up the court 


; for God’s altar 
must be a smoking altar. (4.) The altar of 
burnt-offering was no sooner set up in tha 
court of the tabernacle than he had a barnt- 


round about the tabernacle and the offering, and a meat-offering, ready to offer 
altar, and set up the hanging of the} pon it, v. 29. Some think, though this is 


courtgate. So Mosesfinished the work. 


mentioned here, it was not done till some 
time after; but it seems to me that he im- 


When the tabernacle and the furniture of | mediately began the ceremony of its conse- 


it were prepared, they did not put off the 
rearing of it till they came to Canaan, though 
they now hoped to be there very shortly ; 
but, in obedience to the will of God, they set 
it up in the midst of their camp, while they 
were in the wilderness. Those that are un- 
settled in the world must not think that this 
will excuse them in their continued irreligion; 
as if it were enough to begin to serve God 
when they begin to be settled in the world. 
No; a tabernacle for God is a very needful 
and profitable companion even in a wilder- 
ness, especially considering that our carcases 
may fall in that wilderness, and we may be 
fixed in another world before we come to fix 
in this. 

The rearing of the tabernacle was a good 
day’s work ; the consecrating of it, and of 
the priests, was attended to some days after. 
Here we have an account only of that new- 
year’s-day’s work. 1. Moses not only did 
all that God directed him to do, but in the 
order that God appointed; for God will be 
sought in the due order. 2. To each parti- 
cnlar there is added an express reference to the 
divine appointment, which Moses governed 
himself by as carefully and conscientiously 
as the workmen did; and therefore, as before, 
so here it is repeated, as the Lord commanded 
Moses, seven times in less than fourteen 
verses. Moses himself, as great a man as he 
was, would not pretend to vary from the in- 
stitution, neither to add to it nor diminish 
from it, in the least punetilio. Those that 
command others must remember that their 
Master also is in heaven, and they must do 
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cration, thongh it was not completed for 
seven days. (5.) At the laver likewise, when 
he had fixed that, Moses himself washed his 
hands and feet. ‘Thus, in all these instances, 
he not only showed the priests how to do 
their duty, but has taught us that God’s gifts 
are intended for use, and not barely for show. 
Though the altars, and table, and candlestick, 
were fresh and new, he did not say it was a 
pity to sully them; no, he handselled them 
immediately. ‘Talents were given to be occu- 
pied, not to be buried. 

34 Then a cloud covered the tent 
of the congregation, and the glory of 
the Lorp filled the tabernaele. 35 
And Moses was not able to enter into 
the tent of the congregation, because 
the eloud abode thereon, and the glory 
of the Lorp filled the tabernacle. 36 
And when the cloud was taken up 
from over the tabernaele, the ehildren 
of Israel went onward in all their 
journeys: 37 But if the cloud were 
not taken up, then they journeyed not 
till the day that it was taken up. 38 
For the eloud of the Lorp was upon 
the tabernacle by day, and fire was on 
it by night, in the sight of all the house 
of Israel, throughout alltheir journeys. 


As when, in the creation, God had finished 
| this earth, which he designed for man’s 
i babitation, he made man, and put him in 
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possession of it, so when Moses had finished 
the tabernacle, which was designed for God’s 
dwelling-place among men, God came and 
took possession of it. The shechinah, the 
divine eternal Word, though not yet made 
flesh, yet, as a prelude to that event, came 
and dwelt among them, John i. 14. ‘This 
was henceforward the place of his throne, and 
the place of the soles of his feet (Ezek. xhi. 7); 
here he resided, here he ruled. By the 
visible tokens of God’s coming among them 
to take possession of the tabernacle he testi- 
fied both the return of his favour to them, 
which they had forfeited by the golden calf 
(ch. xxxiii. 7), and his gracious acceptance of 
all the expense they had been at, and all the 
care and pains they had taken about the 
tabcrnacle. Thus God owned them, showed 
himself well pleased with what they had done, 
and abundantly rewarded them. Note, God 
will dwell with those that prepare him a 
nabitation. The broken and contrite heart, 
che clean and holy heart, that is furnished 
for his service, and devoted to his honour, 
shall be his rest for ever; here will Christ 
dwell by faith, Eph. iii. 17. Where God has 
a throne and an altar in the soul, there isa 
living temple. And God will be sure to own 
and crown the operations of his own grace 
and the observance of his own appointments. 

As God had manifested himself upon 
mount Sinai, so he did now in this newly- 
erected tabernacle. We read (ch. xxiv. 16) 
that the glory of the Lord abode upon mount 
Sinai, which is said to be like devouring fire 
(v. 17), and that the cloud covered that glory. 
Accordingly, when God descended to take 
possession of his house, the cloud covered it 
on the outside, and the glory of the Lord 
filled it within, to which, probably, there is 
an allusion in Zech. ii. 5, where God promises 
to be a wall of fire round about Jerusalem 
(and the pillar of cloud was by night a pillar 
of fire) and the glory in the midst of her. 

I. The cloud covered the teut. ‘That same 
cloud which, as the chariot or pavilion of the 
shechinak, had come up before them out of 
Egypt and led them hither, now settled upon 
the tabernacle and hovered over it, even in 
the hottest and clearest day; for it was none 
of those clouds which the sun scatters. This 
cloud was intended to be, 1. A token of 
God’s presence constantly visible day and 
night (v. 38) to all Israel, even to those that 
lay in the remotest corners of the cainp, that 
they might never again make a question of it, 
Is the Lord among us, or is he not? That 
very cloud which had already been so preg- 
nant with wonders in the Red Sea, and on 
mount Sinai, snficient to prove God in it of 
a truth, was continually ia sight of all the 
house of Israel throughout all their journeys ; 
so that they were inexcusable if they believed 
not their own eyes. 2. A concealment of the 
tabernacle, and the glory of God in it. God 
did ingeed dwell among them, but he dwelt 
in a cloud: Verily thou art a God that hidest 
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thyself. Blessed be God for the gospel of 
Christ, in which we all with open face behold 
as in a glass, not in a cloud, the glory of the 
Lord. 3. A protection of the tabernacle. 
They had sheltered it with one covering 
upon another, but, after all, the cloud that 
covered it was its best guard. Those that 
dwell in the house of the Lord are hidden 
there, and are safe under the divine pro- 
tection, Ps. xxvii. 4, 5. Yet this, which was 
then a peculiar favour to the tabernacle, is 
promised to every dwelling-place of mount 
Zion (Isa. iv. 5); for upon all the glory shall 
be a defence. 4. A guide to the camp of 
Israel in their march through the wilderness, 
v. 36,37. While the cloud continued on the 
tabernacle, they rested; when it removed, 
they removed and followed it,as being purely 
under divine direction. This is spoken of 
more fully, Num. ix. 15, &c., and mentioned 
with thankfulness, to the glory of God, long 
afterwards, Neh. ix. 19; Ps. lxxviii. 14; 
cv. 39. As before the tabernacle was set up 
the Israelites had the cloud for their guide, 
which appeared sometimes in one place and 
sometimes in another, but henceforward 
rested on the tabernacle and was to be found 
there only, so the church had divine revela- 
tion for its guide from the first, before the 
scriptures were written, but since the making 
up of that canon it rests in that as its taber- 
nacle, and there only it is to be found, as in 
the creation the light, which was made the 
first day, centred in the sun the fourth dav. 
Blessed be God for the law and the testimony! 

Il. The glory of the Lord filled the taber- 
nacle, v. 34,35. The shechinah now made an 
awful and pompous entry into the tabernacle, 
through the outer part of which it passed into 
the most holy place, as the presence-chamber, 
and there seated itself between the cherubim. 
it was in light and fire, and (for aught we 
know) no otherwise, that the shechinak made 
itself visible ; for God is light ; our God is a 
consuming fire. With these the tabernacle 
was now filled, yet, as before the bush was 
not consumed, so now the curtains were not 
so much as singed by this fire; for to tnose 
that have received the anointing the terrible 
majesty of God is not destroying. Yet so 
dazzling was the light, and so dreadful was 
the fire, that Moses was not able to enter into 
the tent of the congregation, at the door of 
which he attended, till the splendour had a 
little abated, and the glory of the Lord retired 
within the veil, v. 35. This shows how ter- 
rible the glory and majesty of God are, and 
how unable the greatest and best of men are 
to stand before him. The divine light and 
fire, let forth in their full strength, will over- 
power the strongest heads and the purest 
hearts. But what Moses could not do, in 
that he was weak through the flesh, has been 
done by our Lord Jesus, whom God caused 
to draw near and approach, and who, as the 
forerunner, has for us entered, and has invited 
us to come boldly even to the mercy-seat 
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He was able to enter into the holy place not | and light. In him the shechinah took upita 
made with hands (leb. ix. 24); nay, he is|rest for ever, for in him dwells all the fucnese 
himself the true tabernacle, filled with the|of the godhead bodily, Blessed be Gou fer 
glory of God (John i. 14), even with the| Jesus Christ! 

divine grace and truth prefigured by this tire 


AN 


EAX POSPTIFPEPTrON 


WITH PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 


? 


OF THE TIJIRD BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


ee Vi Laer 


THERE is nothing historical in all this book of Leviticus except the account which it gives us of 
the consecration of the priesthood (cA. viii. ix.), of the punishment of Nadab and Abihu, by the 
hand of God, for offering strange fire (ch. x.), and of Shelomith’s son, by the hand of the magis- 
trate, for blasphemy, c4. xxiv. All the rest of the book is taken up with the laws, chiefly the 
ecclesiastical laws, which God gave to Israel by Moses, concerning their sacrifices and offerings, 
their meats and drinks, and divers washings, and the other peculiarities by which God set that 
people apart for himself, and distingnished them from other nations, all which were shadows of 
good things to come, which are realized and superseded by the gospel of Christ. We call the 
book Leviticus, from the Septuagint, because it contains the laws and ordinances of the levitical 
priesthood (as it is called, Heb. vii. 11), and the ministrations of it. The Levites were prin- 
cipally charged with these institutions, both to do their part and to teach the people theirs. 
We read, in the close of the foregoing book, of the setting up of the tabernacle, which was to 
be the place of worship ; and, as that was framed according to the pattern, so must the ordi- 
nances of worship be, which were there to be administered. In these the divine appointment 
was as particular as in the former, and must be as punctually observed. The remaining record 
of these abrogated laws is of use to us, for the strengthening of our faith in Jesus Christ, as the 
Lumb stain from the foundation of the world, and for the increase of our thankfulness to 
God, that by him we are freed from the yoke of the ceremonial law, and live in the times of 
reformation. 


directs man, some way or other, to do honour 


CHAP. I. 


This book begins with the laws concerning sacrifices, of which the 
most ancient were the hurnt-oflerings, about which God gives 
Moses instructions in this chapter. Orders are here given how 
that sort of sacrifice mnst be managed. 1, If it was a bullock 
out of the herd, ver. 3—9. II. If it was a sheep or goat, a lamb 
or kid, out of the flock, ver. 10—13. 111. Ifat was a curtle-dove 
ora young pigeon, ver. 14—17. Aud whether the offering was 
more or less valuable in itself, if it was offered with an upright 
heart. according to these Jaws, it was accepted of God. 


ND the Lorp called unto Moses, 
and spake unto him out of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, 
and say unto them, If any man of you 
bring an offering unto the Lorp, ye 
shall bring your offering of the cattle, 
even of the herd, and of the flock. 


Observe here, 1. It is taken fur granted 
that people would be inclined to bring offer- 
ings to the Lord. The verv light of nature 
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to his Maker, and pay him homage as his 
Lord. Revealed religion supposes natural 
religion to be an ancient and early institution, 
since the fall had directed men to glorify 
God by sacrifice, which was an implicit 
acknowledgment of their having received all 
from God as creatures, and their having for- 
feited all to him as sinners. A conscience 
thoroughly convinced of dependence and 
guilt would be willing to come before God 
with thousands of rams, Mic. vi. 6, 7. 2. 
Provision is made that men should not indulge 
their own fancies, nor become vain in their 
imaginations and inventions about their sacri- 
fices, lest, while they pretended to honour 
God, they should really dishonour him, and 
do that which was unworthy of him. Every 
thing therefore is directed to be done with 
due decorum, by a certain rule, and so as 
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that the sacrifices might be most significant 
both of the great sacrifice of atonement which 
Christ was to offer in the fulness of time and 
of the spiritual sacrifices of acknowledgment 
which believers should offer daily. 3. God 
gave those laws to Israel by Moses ; nothing 
is more frequently repeated than this, The 
Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, Speak unto 
the children of Israel. God could have spoken 
it to the children of Israel himself, as he did 
the ten commandments; but he chose to 
deliver it to them by Moses, because they 
had desired he would no more speak to them 
himself, and he had designed that Moses 
should, above all the prophets, be a type of 
Christ, by whom God would in these last 
days speak to us, Heb. i. 2. By other pro- 
phets God sent messages to his people, but 
by Moses he gave them laws ; and therefore 
he was fit to typify him to whom the Father 
has given all judgment. And, besides, the 
treasure of divine revelation was always to 
be put into earthen vessels, that our faith 
might be tried, and that the excellency of 
the power might be of God. 4. God spoke 
to him out of the tabernacle. As soon as 
ever the shechinah had taken possession of 
its new habitation, in token of the acceptance 
of what was done, God talked with Moses 
from the mercy-seat, while he attended with- 
out the veil, or rather at the door, hearing a 
voice only; and it is probable that he wrote 
what he heard at that time, to prevent any 
mistake, or slip of memory, in the rehearsal 
of it. The tabernacle was set up to be a 
place of communion between God and Israel; 
there, where they performed their services to 
God, God revealed his will to them. Thus, 
by the word and by prayer, we now have 
fellowship with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ, Acts vi. 4. When we speak 
to God we must desire to hear from him, 
and reckon it a great favour that he is pleased 
to speak tous. The Lord called to Moses, 
not to come near (under that dispensation, 
even Moses must keep his distance), but to 
attend and hearken to what should be said. 
A letter less than ordinary in the Hebrew 
word for called, the Jewish critics tell us, 
intimates that God spoke in a still small 
voice. The moral law was given with terror 
from a burning mountain in thunder and 
lightning; but the remedial law of sacrifice 
was given more gently from a mercy-seat, 
because that was typical of the grace of the 
gospel, which is the ministration of life and 
peace. 

3 If his offering be a burnt sacrifice 
of the herd, let him offer a male with- 
out blemish: he shall offer it of his 
own voluntary will at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation before 
the Lorp. 4 And he shall put his 
hand upon the head of the burnt of- 
fering; and it shall be accepted for 
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him to make atonement for him. 5 
And he shall kill the bullock before 
the Lorp: and the priests, Aaron’s 
sons, shall bring the blood, and sprinkle 
the blood round about upon the altar 
that is by the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 6 And he shall 
flay the burnt offering, and cut it into 
his pieces. 7 And the sons of Aaron 
the priest shall put fire upon the altar, 
and lay the wood in order upon the 
fire: 8 And the priests, Aaron’s sons, 
shall lay the parts, the head, and the 
fat, in order upon the wood that is on 
the fire which is upon the altar: 9 
But his inwards and his legs shall he 
wash in water: and the priest shall 
burn all on the altar, to be a burnt sa- 
crifice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the Lorp. 


If a man were rich and could afford it, it 
is supposed that he would bring his burnt- 
sacrifice, with which he designed to honour 
God, out of his herd of larger cattle. He 
that considers that God is the best that is will 
resolve to give him the best he has, else he 
gives him not the glory due unto his name. 
Now ifa man determined to kill a bullock, 
not for an entertainment for his family and 
friends, but for a sacrifice to his God, these 
rules must be religiously observed :—1. The 
beast to be offered must be a male, and with- 
out blemish, and the best he had in his pas- 
ture. Being designed purely for the honour 
of him that is infinitely perfect, it ought to 
be the most perfect in its kind. This signi- 
fied the complete strength and purity that 
were in Christ the dying sacrifice, and the sin- 
cerity of heart and unblamableness of life that 
should be in Christians, who are presented 
to God as living sacrifices. But, literally, in 
Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female ; 
nor is any natural blemish in the body a bar 
to our acceptance with God, but only the 
moral defects and deformities introduced by 
sin into the soul. 2. The owner must offer 
it voluntarily. What is done in religion, so 
as to please God, must be done by no other 
constraint than that of love. God accepts 
the willing people and the cheerful giver. 
Ainsworth and others read it, not as the 
principle, but as the end, of offering: “ Let 
him offer it for his favourable acceptation 
before the Lord. Let him propose this to 
himself as his end in bringing his sacrifice, 
and let his eye be fixed steadily upon that 
end—that he may be accepted of the Lord. ” 
Those only shall find acceptance who sin- 
cerely desire and design it in all their reli- 
gious services, 2 Cor. v. 9. 3. It must be 
offered at the door of the tabernacle, where 
the brazen altar of burnt-offerings stood, 
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which sanctified the gift, and not else- 
where. He must offer it at the door, as 
one unworthy to enter, and acknowledg- 
ing that there is no admission for a sinner 
into covenant and communion with God, 
but by sacrifice; but he must offer it at 
the tabernacle of the congregation, in token 
of his communion with the whole church 
of Israel even in this personal service. 4. 
‘The offerer must put his hand upon the 
head of his offering, v. 4. “He must put 
both his hands,” say the Jewish doctors, 
“with all his might, between the horns 
of the beast,” signifying thereby, (1.) ‘The 
transfer of all his right to, and interest in, 
the beast, to God, actually, and by a manual 
delivery, resigning it to his service. (2.) 
An acknowledgment that he deserved to die, 
and would have been willing to die if God 
had required it, for the serving of his honour, 
and the obtaining of his favour. (3.) A 
dependence upon the sacrifice, as an instituted 
type of the great sacrifice on which the in- 
iquity of us all was to be laid. The mystical 
signification of the sacrifices, and especially 
this rite, some think the apostle means by 
the doctrine of laying on of hands (Heb. vi. 2), 
which typified evangelical faith. The offerer’s 
putting his hand on the head of the offering 
was to signify his desire and hope that it 
might be accepted from him to make atonement 
Jor him. Though the burnt-offerings had 
not respect to any particular sin, as the sin- 
offering had, yet they were to make atone- 
ment for sin in general; and he that laid his 
hand on the head of a burnt- offering was to 
confess that he had left undone what he ought 
to have done and had done that which he onght 
not to have done, and to pray that, though he 
deserved to die himself, the death of his 
sacrifice might be accepted for the expiating 
of his guilt. 5. The sacrifice was to be 
killed by the priests or Levites, before the 
Lord, that is, in a devout religious manner, 
and with an eye to God and his honour. 
This signified that our Lord Jesus was to 
make his soul, or life, an offering for sin. 
Messiah the prince must be cut off as a 
sacrifice, but not for himself, Dan. ix. 26. It 
signified also that in Christians, who are 
living sacrifices, the brutal part must be 
mortified or killed, the flesh crucified with 
its corrupt affections and lusts and all the 
appetites of the mere animal life. 6. The 
priests were to sprinkle the blood upon the 
altar (v. 5); for, the blood being the life, it 
was this that made atonement for the soul. 
This signified the direct and actual regard 
which our Lord Jesus had to the satisfaction 
of his Father’s justice, and the securing of 
his injured honour, in the shedding of his 
blood ; he offered himself without spot to God. 
It also signified the pacifying and purifying 
of our consciences by the sprinkling of the 
blood of Jesus Christ upon them by faith, 1 
Pet. i. 2; Heb. x. 22. 7. The beast was to 
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into its several joints or pieces, according to 
the art of the butcher; and then all the 
pieces, with the head and the fat (the legs 
and inwards being first washed), were to be 
burnt together upon the altar, v.6—9. “ But 
to what purpose,” would some say, “was 
this waste? Why should all this good meat, 
which might have been given to the poor, 
and have served their hungry families for 
food a great while, be burnt together to 
ashes?” So was the will of God; and it is 
not for us to object or to find fault with it. 
When it was burnt for the honour of God, in 
obedience to his command, and to signify 
spiritual blessings, it was reaily better be- 
stowed, and better answered the end of its 
creation, than when it was used as food for 
man. We must never reckon that lost which 
is laid out for God. The burning of the 
sacrifice signified the sharp sufferings of 
Christ, and the devout affections with which, 
as a holy fire, Christians must offer up them- 
selves, their whole spirit, soul, and body, 
unto God. 8. This is said to be an offering of 
a sweet savour, or savour of rest, unto the 
Lord. The burning of flesh is unsavoury in 
itself; but this, as an act of obedience to 
a divine command, and a type of Christ, was 
well pleasing to God: he was reconciled to 
the offerer, and did himself take a compla- 
cency in that reconciliation. He rested, and 
was refreshed with these institutions of his 
grace, as, at first, with his works of creation 
(Exod. xxxi. 17), rejoicing therein, Ps. civ. 31. 
Christ’s offering of himself to God is said to 
be of a sweet-smelling savonr (Eph. v. 2), and 
the spiritual sacrifices of Christians are said 
to be acceptable to God, through Christ, 1 
Pet. 11. 5. 


10 And if his offering be of the 
flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the 
goats, for a burnt sacrifice; he shall 
bring it a male without blemish. 11 
And he shall kill it on the side of the 
altar northward before the Lorn: and 
the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall sprinkle 
his blood round about upon the altar. 
12 And he shall cut it into his pieces, 
with his head and his fat: and the 
priest shall lay them in order on the 
wood that zs on the fire which ¿s upon 
the altar: 13 But he shall wash the 
inwards and the legs with water: and 
the priest shall bring 7é all, and burn 
it upon the altar: it ¿s a burnt sacri- 
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the Lorp. 14 And 
if the burnt sacrifice for his offering 
to the Lor» be of fowls, then he shall 
bring his offering of turtledoves, or of 
young pigeons. 15 And the priest 
shall bring it unto the altar, and wring 
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off his head, and burn 2zé on the altar; 
and the blood thereof shall be wrung 
out at the side of the altar: 16 And 
he shall pluck away his crop with his 
feathers, and cast it beside the altar 
on the east part, by the place of the 
ashes: 17 And he shall cleave it with 
the wings thereof, bué shall not divide 
it asunder: and the priest shall burn 
it upon the altar, upon the wood that 
is upon the fire: it zs a burnt sacri- 
fice, an offering made by fire, of a 
sweet savour unto the Lorp. 


Here we have the laws concerning the 
burnt-offerings, which were of the flock or 
of the fowls. Those of the middle rank, 
that could not well afford to offer a bullock, 
would bring a sheep or a goat; and those 
that were not able to do that should be 
accepted of God if they brought a turtle-dove 
ora pigeon. For God, in his law and in his 
gospel, as well as in his providence, considers 
the poor. It is observable that those crea- 
tures were chosen for sacrifice which were 
most mild and gentle, harmless and inoffen- 
sive, to typify the innocence and meekness 
that were in Christ, and to teach the inno- 
cence and meekness that should be in Chris- 
tians. Directions are here given, 1. Con- 
cerning the burnt-offerings of the flock, v. 10. 
The method of managing these is much the 
same with that of the bullocks; only it is 
ordered here that the sacrifice should be 
killed ow the side of the altar northward, 
which, though mentioned here only, was 
probably to be observed concerning the for- 
mer, and other sacrifices. Perhaps on that 
side of the altar there was the largest vacant 
space, and room for the priests to turn them 
in. It was of old observed that fair weather 
comes out of the north, and that the north 
wind drives away rain ; and by these sacri- 
fices the storms of God’s wrath are scattered, 
and the lightof God’s countenance is obtained, 
which is more pleasant than the brightest 
fairest weather. 2. Concerning those of the 
fowls. They must be either turtle-doves 
(and, if so, “they must be old turtles,” say 
the Jews), or pigeons, and, if so, they must 
Le young pigeons. What was most accept- 
able at men’s tables must be brought to 
God’s altar. In the offering of these fowls, 
(1.) The head must be wrung off, “ quite off,” 
say some ; others think only pinched, so as 
to kill the bird, and yet leave the head hang- 
ing to the body. But it seems more likely 
that it was to be quite separated, for it was 
to be burnt first. (2.) The blood was to be 
wrung out at the side of the altar. (3.) The 
garbages with the feathers were to be thrown 
by upon the dunghill. (4.) The body was 
to be opened, sprinkled with salt, and then 
burnt upon the altar. ‘This sacrifice of 
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difficult services the priests had to do,” to 
teach those that minister in holy things to 
be as solicitous for the salvation of the poor 
as for that of the rich, and that the services 
of the poor are as acceptable to God, if they 
come from an upright heart, as the services 
of the rich, for he accepts according to what 
a man hath, and not according to what he 
hath not, 2 Cor. viii. 12. The poor man’s 
turtle-doves, or young pigeons, are here said 
to be an offering of a sweet-smelling savour, 
as much as that of an ox or bullock that hath 
horns or hoofs. Yet, after all, to love God 
with all our heart, and to love our neighbour 
as ourselves, is better than all burnt-offerings 
and sacrifices, Mark xii. 33. 


CHAP. II. 

In this chapter we have the law concerning the meat-offering. L. 
The matter of it; whether of raw flour with oil and incense (ver. 
1), or baked in the oven (ver. 4), or upon a plate (ver. 5, 6), or 
in a frying pan, ver. 7. lI. The management of it, of the flou 
(ver. 2, 3), of the cakes, ver. 3—10. II. Some particular rules 
concerning it, That leaven and honey must never he admitted 
(ver. 11, 12), and salt never omitted in the meat-offering, ver. 13. 
1V. The law concerning the offering of firstfruits in the ear, ver. 
Mh, Bx, 

ND when any will offer a meat 
offering unto the Lorp, his of- 
fering shall be of fine flour; and he 
shall pour oil upon it, and put frank- 
ineense thereon: 2 And he shall bring 
it to Aaron’s sons the priests: and he 
shall take thereout his handful of the 
flour thereof, and of the oil thercof, 
with all the frankincense thereof; and 
the priest shall burn the memorial ot 
it upon the altar, to be an offering 
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the Lorp: 3 And the remnant of 
the meat offering shall be Aaron’s and 
his sons’: iż ¿s a thing most holy of 
the offerings of the Lorn made by fire. 

4 And if thou bring an oblation of a 

meat offering baken in the oven, z 

shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour 

mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers 
anointed with oil. 5 And if thy ob- 

lation be a meat offering baken in a 

pan, it shall be of fine flour un- 

leavened, mingled with oil. 6 Thou 
shalt part it in pieces, and pour oil 
thereon: it ¿s a meat offering. 7 And 
if thy oblation be a meat offering baken 
in the fryingpan, it shall be made of 
fine flour with oil. S And thou shalt 
bring the meat offering that is made 
of these things unto the Lorp: and 
when it is presented unto the priest 
he shall bring it unto the altar. 9 
And the priest shall take from the 
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shall burn tf upon the altar: 2é is an 
offering made by fire, of a sweet sa- 
vour unto the Lorp. 10 And that 
which is left of the meat offering shall 
be Aaron’s and his sons’: ié zs a thing 
most holy of the offerings of the 
Lorp made by fire. 


There were some meat-offerings that were 
only appendices to the burnt-offerings, as 
that which was offered with the daily sacri- 
fice (Exod. xxix. 38, 39) and with the peace- 
offerings ; these had drink-offerings joined 
with them (see Num. xv. 4, 7, 9, 10), and in 
these the quantity was appointed. But the 
law of this chapter concerns those meat- 
offerings that were offered by themselves, 
whenever a man saw cause thus to express 
his devotion. The first offering we read of 
in scripture was of this kind (Gen. iv. 3): 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an 
offering. 

I. This sort of offerings was appointed, 1. 
In condescension to the poor, and their 
ability, that those who themselves lived only 
upon bread and cakes might offer an accept- 
able offering to God out of that which was 
their own coarse and homely fare, and b 
making for God’s altar, as the widow of Sa- 
repta for his prophet, a little cake first, might 
procure such a blessing upon the handful of 
meal in the barrel, and the oil in the cruse, 
as that it should not fail. 2. As a proper 
acknowledgment of the mercy of God to 
them in their food. This was like a quit- 
rent, by which they testified their depend- 
ence upon God, their thankfulness to hiin, 
and their expectations from him as their 
owner and bountiful benefactor, who giveth 
to all life, and breath, and food convenient. 
Thus must they honour the Lord with their 
substance, and, in token of their eating and 
drinking to his glory, must consecrate some 
of their meat and drink to his immediate 
service. Those that now, with a grateful 
charitable heart, deal out their bread to the 
hungry, and provide for the necessities of 
those that are destitute of daily food, and 
when they eat the fat and drink the sweet 
themselves send portions to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, offer unto God an ac- 
ceptable meat-offering. The prophet laments 
it as one of the direful effects of famine that 
thereby the meat-offering and drink-offering 
were cut off from the house of the Lord (Joel 
1. 9), and reckoned it the greatest blessing of 
plenty that it would be the revival of them, 
Joel ii. 14. 

If. The laws of the meat-offerings were 
these :—1. The ingredients must always be 
fine flour and oil, two staple commodities of 
the land of Canaan, Deut. viii. 8. Oil was 
to them then in their food what butter is 
now to us. If it was undressed, the oil must 
be poured upon the flour (v. 1); if cooked, it 
must be mingled with the flour, v. 4, &c. 
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2. If it was flour unbaked, besides the cil it 
must have frankincense put upon it, which 
was to be burnt with it (v. 1, 2), for the per- 
fuming of the altar; in allusion to this, 
gospel ministers are said to be a sweet sa- 
vour unto God, 2 Cor. ii. 15. 3. If it was 
prepared, this might be done in various ways; 
the offerer might bake it, or fry it, or mix 
the flour and oil upon a plate, for the doing 
of which conveniences were provided about 
the tabernacle. The law was very exact even 
about those offerings that were least costly, 
to intimate the cognizance God takes of the 
religious services performed with a devout 
mind, even by the poor of his people. 4. It 
was to be presented by the offerer to the 
priest, which is called bringing it to the Lord 
(v. 8), for the priests were God’s receivers, 
and were ordained to offer gifts. 5. Part of 
it was to be burnt upon the altar, for a me- 
morial, that is, in token of their mindfulness 
of God’s bounty to them, in giving them all 
things richly to enjoy. It was an offering 
made by fire, v. 2,9. The consuming of it 
by fire might remind them that they deserved 
to have all the fruits of the earth thus burnt 
up, and that it was of the Lord’s mercies 
that they were not. They might also learn 
that as meats are for the belly, and the belly 
Jor meats, so God shall destroy both it and 
them (1 Cor. vi. 13), and that man lives not by 
bread alone. ‘This offering made by fire is 
here said to be of a sweet savour unto the 
Lord ; and so are our spiritual offerings, 
which are made by the fire of holy love, par- 
ticularly that of almsgiving, which is said to 
be an odour of a sweet smell, æ sacrifice ac- 
ceptable, well pleasing to God (Phil. iv. 18), 
and with such sacrifices God is well pleased, 
Heb. xiii. 16. 6. The remainder of the meat- 
offering was to be given to the priests, v. 3, 
10. Jt is a thing most holy, not to be eaten 
by the offerers, as the peace-offerings (which, 
though holy, were not most holy), but by 
the priests only, and their families. Thus 
God provided that those who served at the 
altar should live upon the altar, and live 
comfortably. 


11 No meat offering, which ye shall 
bring unto the Lorp, shall be made 
with leaven: for ye shall burn no 
leaven, nor any honey, in any offering 
of the Lorp made by fire. 12 As for 
the oblation of the firstfruits, ye shall 
offer them unto the Lorn: but they 
shall not be burnt on the altar for a 
sweet savour. 13 And every oblation 
of thy meat offering shalt thou season 
with salt; neither shalt thou suffer 
the salt of the covenant of thy God to 
be lacking from thy meat offering: 
with all thine offerings thou shalt offer 
salt. 14 And if thou offer a meat. of- 
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fering of thy firstfruits untothe Lorn, 
thou shalt offer for the meat offering 
of thy firstfruits green ears of corn 
dried by the fire, even corn beaten out 
of full ears. 15 And thou shalt put oil 
upon it, and lay frankincense thereon : 
it is a meat offering. 16 And the 
priest shall burn the memorial of it, 
part of the beaten corn thereof, and 
part of the oil thereof, with all the 
frankincense thereof: it is an offering 
made by fire unto the Lorp. 


Here, I. Leaven and honey are forbidden 
to be put in any of their meat-offerings : No 
leaven, nor any honey, in any offering made by 
jire, v.11. 1. The leaven was forbidden in 
remembrance of the unleavened bread they 
ate when they came out of Egypt. So much 
despatch was required in the offerings they 
made that it was not convenient they should 
stay for the leavening of them. The New 
Testament comparing pride and hypocrisy to 
leaven because they swell like leaven, com- 
paring also malice and wickedness to leaven 
because they sour like leaven, we are to un- 
derstand and improve this as a caution to 
take heed of those sins which will certainly 
spoil the acceptableness of our spiritual sacri- 
fices. Pure hands must be lifted up without 
wrath, and all our gospel feasts kept with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 2. 
Honey was forbidden, though Canaan flowed 
with it, because to eat much honey is not good 
(Prov. xxv. 16, 27); it turns to choler and 
bitterness in the stomach, though luscious 
to the taste. Some think the chief reason 
why these two things, leaven and honey, 
were forbidden, was because the Gentiles 
used them very much in their sacrifices, and 
God’s people must not learn or use the way 
of the heathen, but his services must be the 
reverse of their idolatrous services; see Deut. 
xii. 30, 31. Some make this application of 
this double prohibition: leaven signifies 
grief and sadness of spirit (Ps. lxxiii. 21), My 
heart was leavened ; honey signifies sensual 
pleasure and mirth. In our service of God 
both these must be avoided, and a mean ob- 
served between those extremes ; for the sor- 
row of the world worketh death, and a love 
to the delights of sense is a great enemy to 
holy love. 

IL. Salt is required in all their offerings, 
v.13. The altar was the table of the Lord ; 
and therefore, salt being always set on our 
tables, God would have it always used at his. 
It is called the salt of the covenant, because, 
as men confirmed their covenants with each 
other by eating and drinking together, at all 
which collations salt was used, so God, by 
accepting his people’s gifts and feasting them 
upon his sacrifices, supping with them and 
they with him (Rev. iii. 20), did confirm his 
covenant with them. Among the ancients 
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salt was a symbol of friendship. ‘The salt for 
the sacrifice was not brought by the offerers, 
but was provided at the public charge, as the 
wood was, Ezra vii. 20—22. And there was 
a chamber in the court of the temple called 
the chamber of salt, in which they laid it up. 
Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without 
salt? God would hereby intimate to them 
that their sacrifices in themselves were un- 
savoury. The saints, who are living sacri- 
fices to God, must have salt in themselves, 
for every sacrifice must be salted with salt 
(Mark ix. 49, 50), and our speech must be 
always with grace (Col. iv. 6), so must all our 
religious performances be seasoned with that 
salt. Christianity is the salt of the earth. 
III. Directions are given about the first- 
fruits. 1. The oblation of their first-fruits at 
harvest, of which we read, Deut. xxvi. 2. 
These were offered to the Lord, not to be 
burnt upon the altar, but to be given to the 
priests as perquisites of their office, v. 12. 
And you shall offer them (that is, leaven and 
honey) in the oblation of the first-fruits, 
though they were forbidden in other meat- 
offerings ; for they were proper enough to 
be eaten by the priests, though not to be 
burnt upon the altar. ‘The loaves of the first- 
fruits are particularly ordered to be baked 
with leaven, Lev. xxiii. 17. And we read of 
the first-fruits of honey brought to the house 
of God, 2 Chron. xxxi. 5. 2. A meat-offer- 
ing of their first-fruits. The former wes 
required by the law; this was a free-will 
offering, v. 14—16. If a man, with a thank- 
ful sense of God’s goodness to him in giving 
him hopes of a plentiful crop, was disposed 
to bring an offering in kind immediately out 
of his field, and present it to God, owning 
thereby his dependence upon God and obli- 
gations to him, (1.) Let him be sure to bring 
the first ripe and full ears, not such as were 
small and half-withered. Whatever was 
brought for an offering to God must be the 
best in its kind, though it were but green 
ears of corn. We mock God, and deceive 
ourselves, if we think to put him off with a 
corrupt thmg while we have in our flock a 
male, Mal. i. 14. (2.) These green ears must 
be dried by the fire, that the corn, such as it 
was, might be beaten out of them. ‘That is 
not expected from green ears which one may 
justly look for from those that have been left 
to grow fully ripe. If those that are young 
do God’s work as well as they can, they shall 
be accepted, though they cannot do it so well 
as those that are aged and experienced. God 
makes the best of green ears of corn, and so 
must we. (3.) Oil and frankincense must be 
put upon it. Thus (as some allude to this) 
wisdom and humility must soften and sweeten 
the spirits and services of young people, and 
then their green ears of corn shall be accept- 
able. God takes a particular delight in the 
first ripe fruits of the Spirit and the ex- 
pressions of early piety and devotion. Those 
that can but think and speak as children, 
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yet, if they think and speak well, God will 
be well pleased with their buds and blossoms, 
and will never forget the kindness of their 
youth. (4.) It must be used as other meat- 
offerings, v. 16, compare v. 9. He shall offer 
all the frankincense ; it is an offering made by 
fire. ‘the fire and the frankincense seem to 
have had a special significaney. [1.] The 
fire denotes the fervency of spirit which 
ought to be in all our religious services. In 
every good thing we must be zealously af- 
fected. Holy love to God is the fire by which 
all our offerings must be made; else they are 
not of a sweet savour to God. ([2.] The 
frankincense denotes the mediation and in- 
tercession of Christ, by which all our services 
are perfumed and recommended to God’s 
gracious acceptance. Blessed be God that 
we have the substance of which all these ob- 
servances were but shadows, the fruit that 
was hid under these leaves. 
CHAP. III. 


In this chapter we have the law œncerning the peace-offerings, 
whether they were, I. Of the herd, a bullock or a heifer, ver. 
1—5. Or, Ht. Of the flock, either a lamb (ver. G—11) or a goat, 
ver. 12—17. The ordinances concerning each of these are much 
the same, yet they are repeated, to show the care we ought to 
take that all our services be done according to the appointment 
and the pleasure God takes in the services that are so performed, 
lt is hkewise to intimate what need we have of precept upon pre- 
cept, and line upon line. 


PYD if his oblation be a sacrifice 
of peace offering, if he offer iż 
of the herd; whether zt be a male or 
female, he shall offer it without blemish 
before the Lorp. 2 And he shall lay 
his hand upon the head of his offer- 
ing, and kill it at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation: and 
Aaron’s sons the priests shall sprinkle 
the blood upon the altar round about. 
3 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of 
the peace offering an offering made by 
fire unto the Lorp; the fat that 
covereth the inwards, and all the fat 
that is upon the inwards, 4 And the 
two kidneys, and the fat that zs on 
them, which zs by the flanks, and the 
caul above the liver, with the kidneys, 
it shall he take away. 5 And Aaron’s 
sons shall burn it on the altar upon 
the burnt sacrifice, which ¿s upon the 
wood that ts on the fire: it is an of- 
fering made by fire, of a sweet savour 
unto the Lorp. 


The burnt-offerings had regard to God as 
in himself the best of beings, most perfect 
and excellent; they were purely expressive 
of adoration, and therefore were wholly burnt. 
But the peace-offerings had regard to God as 
a benefactor to his creatures, and the giver 
of all good things to us ; and therefore these 
were divided between the altar, the priest, 
and the owner. Peace signifies, 1. Recon- 
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ciliation, concord, and communion. And so 
these were called peace-offerings, because in 
them God and his people did, as it were, 
feast together, in token of friendship. The 
priest, who was ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, gave part of this peace- 
offering to God (that part which he required, 
and it was fit he should be first served), 
burning it upon God’s altar; part he gave to 
the offerer, to be eaten by him with his fa- 
mily and friends; and part he took to him- 
self, as the days-man that laid his hand upon 
them both. ‘They could not thus eat to- 
gether unless they were agreed; so that it 
was a symbol of friendship and fellowship 
between God and man, and a confirmation 
of the covenant of peace. 2. It signifies 
prosperity and all happiness: Peace be to you 
was as much as, All good be to you; and so 
the peace-offerings were offered either, (1.) 
By way of supplication or request for some 
good that was wanted and desired. If a man 
was in the pursuit or expectation of any 
mercy, he would back his prayer for it with 
a peace-offering, and probably put up the 
prayer when he laid his hand upon the head 
of his offering. Christ is our peace, our 
peace-offering ; for through him alone it is 
that we can expect to obtain mercy, and an 
answer of peace to our prayers; and in him 
an upright prayer shall be acceptable and 
successful, though we bring not a peace- 
offering. The less costly our devotions are 
the more lively and serious they should be. 
Or, (2.) By way of thanksgiving for some 
particular mercy received. It is called a 
peace-offering of thanksgiving, for so it was 
sometimes; as in other cases a vow, ch. vil. 
15,16. And some make the original word 
to signify retribution. When they had re- 
ceived any special mercy, and were enquiring 
what they should render, this they were di- 
rected to render to the God of their mercies 
as a grateful acknowledgment for the benefit 
done to them, Ps. exvi. 12. And we must 
offer to God the sacrifice of praise con- 
tinually, by Christ our peace ; and then this 
shall please the Lord better than an ox or 
bullock. Observe, 

I. As to the matter of the peace-offering, 
suppose it was of the herd, it must be with- 
out blemish ; and, if it was so, it was indif- 
ferent whether it was male or female, v. 1. 
In our spiritual offerings, it is not the sex, 
but the heart, that God looks at, Gal. iti. 28. 

II. As to the management of it. 1. ‘The 
offerer was, by a solemn manumission, to 
transfer his interest in it to God (v. 2), and, 
with his hand on the head of the sacrifice, to 
acknowledge the particular mercies for which 
he designed this a thank-offering, or, if it was 
a vow, to make his prayer. 2. Jt must be 
killed; and, although this might be done in 
any part of the court, yet it is said to be at 
the door of the tabernacle, because the mercies 
received or expected were acknowledged tc 
come from God, and the prayers or praises 
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were directed to him, and both, as it were, | Aaron’s sons shall sprinkle the blood 


through that door. Our Lord Jesus has 
said, I am the door, for he is indeed the door 
of the tabernacle. 3. The priest must sprinkle 
the blood upon the altar, for it was the blood 
that made atonement for the soul; and, 
though this was not a sin-offering, yet we 
must be taught that in all our ofterings we 
must have an eye to Christ as the propitiation 
for sin, as those who know that the best of 
their services cannot be accepted unless 
through him their sins be pardoned. Peni- 
tent confessions must always go along with 
our thankful acknowledgments ; and, what- 
ever mercy we pray for, in order to it we 
must pray for the removal of guilt, as that 
which keeps good things from us. First 
take away all iniquity, and then receive us 
graciously, or give good, Hos. xiv. 2. 4. All 
the fat of the inwards, that which we call the 
tallow and suet, with the caul that encloses 
it and the kidneys in the midst of it, were to 
be taken away, and burnt upon the altar, as 
an offering made by fire, v. 3—5. And this 
was all that was sacrificed to the Lord out of 
the peace-offering ; how the rest was to be 
disposed of we shall find, ch. vii. 11, &c. It 
is ordered to be burnt upon the burnt-sacri- 
fice, that is, the daily burnt-offering, the 
lamb which was offered every morning before 
any other sacrifice was offered ; so that the fat 
of the peace-offerings was an addition to that, 
and a continuation of it. The great sacrifice of 
peace, that of the Lamb of God which takes 
away the sins of the world, prepares the altar 
for our sacrifices of praise, which are not ac- 
cepted till we are reconciled. Now the burn- 
ing of this fat is supposed to signify, (1.) 
The offering up of our good affections to God 
in all our prayers and praises. God must 
have the inwards ; for we must pour out our 
souls, and lift up our hearts, in prayer, and 
must bless his name with all that is within 
us. It is required that we be inward with 
God in every thing wherein we have to do 
with him. ‘The fat denotes the best and 
choicest, which must always be devoted to 
God, who has made for us a feast of fat 
things. (2.) The mortifying of our corrupt 
affections and lusts, and the burning up of 
them by the fire of divine grace, Col. iil. 5. 
Then we are truly thankful for former mer- 
cies, and prepared to receive further mercy, 
when we part with our sins, and have our 
minds cleared from all sensuality by the spirit 
of judgment and the spirit of burning, Isa. iv. 4. 

6 And if his offering for a sacrifice 
of peace offering unto the Lorp be 
of the flock; male or female, he shall 
offer it without blemish. 7 If he offer 
a lamb for his offering, then shall he 
offer it before the Lorp. 8 And he 
shall lay his hand upon the head of 
his offering, and kill it before the 


tabernacle of the congregation: and 


thereof round about upon the altar. 
9 And he shall offer of the sacrifice of 
the peace offering an offering made by 
fire unto the Lorn; the fat thereof, 
and the whole rump, it shall he take 
off hard by the backbone; and the 
fat that covereth the inwards, and all 
the fat that is upon the inwards, 10 
And the two kidneys, and the fat that 
is upon them, which ts by the flanks, 
and the caul above the liver, with the 
kidneys, it shall he take away. 11 
And the priest shall burn it upon the 
altar: ¿£ is the food of the offering 
made by fire unto the Lorp. 12 
And if his offering be a goat, then he 
shall offer it before the Lorp. 13 
And he shall lay his hand upon the 
head of it, and kill it before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and the 
sons of Aaron shall sprinkle the blood 
thereof upon the altar round about. 
14 And he shall offer thereof his 
offering, ever an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorn; the fat that covereth 
the inwards, and all the fat that is 
upon the inwards, 15 And the two 
kidneys, and the fat that is upon 
them, which zs by the flanks, and the 
caul above the liver, with the kidneys, 
it shall he take away. 16 And the 
priest shall burn them upon the altar: 
it is the food of the offering made by 
fire for a sweet savour: all the fat is 
the Lorp’s. 17 It shall be a per- 
petual statute for your generations 
throughout all your dwellings, that 
ye eat neither fat nor blood. 
Directions are here given concerning the 
peace-offering, if it was a sheep ora goat. 
‘Turtle-doves or young pigeons, which might 
be brought for whole burnt offerings, were nct 
allowed for peace-offerings, because they have 
no fat considerable enough to be burnt upon 
the altar; and they would be next to nothing 
if they were to be divided according to the 
law of the peace-offerings. The laws con- 
cerning a lamb or goat offered for a peace 
offering are much the same with those con- 
cerning a bullock, and little now occurs 
here; but, 1. The rump of the mutton was 
to be burnt with the fat of the inwards upon 
the altar, the whole rump (v. 9), because 
in those countries it was very fat and large. 
Some observe from this that, be a thing ever 
so contemptible, God can make it honour- 
able, by applying it to his service. Thus 
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God is said to give more abundant honour to 
that part which lacked, 1 Cor. xii. 23, 24. 
2. That which was burnt upon the altar is 
called the food of the offering, v. 11,16. It 
fed the holy fire; it was acceptable to God 
as our food is to us; and since in the taber- 
nacle God did, as it were, keep house among 
them, by the offerings on the altar he kept 
a good table, as Solomon in his court, 1 
Kings iv. 22, &c. 3. Here is a general rule 
laid down, that all the fat is the Lord’s 
(v. 16), and a law made thereupon, that they 
should eat neither fat nor blood, no, not in 
their private houses, v.17. (1.) As for the 
fat, it is not meant of that which is inter- 
larded with the meat (that they mighteat, Neh. 
viii. 10), but the fat of the inwards, the suet, 
which was always God’s part out of the 
sacrificed beasts; and therefore they must not 
eatof it, no, not out of the beasts that they killed 
for their common use. Thus would God 
preserve the honour of that which was sacred 
to himself. They must not only not feed 
upon that fat which was to be the food of 
the altar, but not upon any like it, lest the 
table of the Lord (as the altar is called), if 
something were not reserved peculiar to it, 
should become contemptible, and the fruit 
thereof, even its meat, contemptible, Mal. i. 7, 
12. (2.) The blood was universally forbidden 
likewise, for the same reason that the fat was, 
because it was God’s part of every sacrifice. 
The heathen drank the blood of their 
sacrifices; hence we read of their drink- 
offerings of blood, Ps. xvi.4. But God would 
not permit the blood, that made atonement, 
to be used as acommon thing (Heb. x. 29), 
nor will he allow us, though we have the 
comfort of the atonement made, to assume 
to ourselves any share in the honour of 
making it. He that glories, let him glory 
in the Lord, and to his praise let all the blood 
be poured out. 
CHAP IV. 


This chapter is concerning the sin-offering, which was properly 
intended to make atonement for asin committed through igno- 
rance, l. By the priest himself, ver. 1—12. Or, II. By the whole 
congregation, ver. 1383—21. Or, 111. By a ruler, ver. 22—26. Or, 
1V. By a private person, ver. 27, &c. 

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 

ren of Israel, saying, If a soul shall 
sin through ignorance against any of 
the commandments of the Lorn con- 
cerning things which ought not to be 
done, and shall do against any of them: 

3 If the priest that is anointed do sin 

according to the sin of the people; 

then let him bring for his sin, which 
he hath sinned, a young bullock with- 
cut blemish unto the Lorp for a sin 
offering. 4 And he shall bring the 
bullock unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation before the 
Lorp; and shall lay his hand upon 
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the bullock’s head, and kill the bul- 
lock before the Lorp. 5 And the 
priest that is anointed shall take of 
the bullock’s blood, and bring it to 
the tabernacle of the congregation : 6 
And the priest shall dip his finger in 
the blood, and sprinkle of the blood 
seven times before the Lorp, before 
the veil of the sanctuary. 7 And the 
priest shall put some of the blood upon 
the horns of the altar of sweet incense 
before the Lorp, which zs in the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation ; and shall 
pour all the blood of the bullock at 
the bottom of the altar of the burnt 
offering, which zs at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 8 
And he shall take off from it all the 
fat of the bullock for the sin offering ; 
the fat that covereth the inwards, and 
all the fat that ¿s upon the inwards, 
9 And the two kidneys, and the fat 
that is upon them, which zs by the 
flanks, and the caul above the liver, 
with the kidneys,it shall he take away, 
10 As it was taken off from the bul- 
lock of the sacrifice of peace offerings: 
and the priest shall burn them upon 
the altar of the burnt offering. 11 
And the skin of the bullock, and all 
his flesh, with his head, and with his 
legs, and his inwards, and his dung, 
12 Even the whole bullock shall he 
carry forth without the camp unto a 
clean place, where theashes are poured 
out, and burn him on the wood with 
fire: where the ashes are poured out 
shall he be burnt. 


Thelaws contained in the first three chapters 
seem to have been delivered to Moses at one 
time. Here begin the statutes of another 
session, another day. From the throne of 
glory between the cherubim God delivered 
these orders. And he enters now upona 
subject more strictly new than those before. 
Burnt-offerings, meat-offerings, and peace- 
offerings, it should seem, had been offered 
before the giving of the law upon mount 
Sinai; those sacrifices the patriarchs had not 
been altogether unacquainted with (Gen. viii. 
20; Exod. xx. 24), and in them they had 
respect to sin, to make atonement for it, Job 
i. 5. But the law being now added because 
of transgressions (Gal. iii. 19), and having 
entered, that eventually the offence might 
abound (Rom. v. 20), they were put into a 
way of making atonement for sin more 
particularly by sacrifice, which was (more 
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than any of the ceremonial institutions) a 
shadow of good things to come, but the 
substance is Christ, and that one offering of 
himself by which he put away sin and per- 
fected for ever those who are sanctified. 

I. The general case supposed we have, 
v. 2. Here observe, 1. Concerning sin in 
general, that it is described to be against any 
of the commandments of the Lord ; for sin is 
the transgression of the law, the divine law. 
The wits or wills of men, their inventions or 
their injunctions, cannot make that to be 
sin which the law of God has not made to 
be so. It is said likewise, if a soul sin, for 
it is not sin if it be not some way or other 
the soul’s act; hence it is called the sin of 
the soul (Mic. vi. 7), and it is the soul that is 
injured by it, Prov. viii. 36. 2. Concerning 
the sins for which those offerings were 
appointed. (1.) They are supposed to be 
overt acts; for, had they been required to 
bring a sacrifice for every sinful thought or 
word, the task had been endless. Atonement 
was made for those in the gross, on the day of 
expiation, once a year; but these are said to 
be done against the commandments. (2.) 
They are supposed to be sins of commission, 
things which ought not to be done. Omis- 
sions are sins, and must come into judgment; 
but what had been omitted at one time might 
be done at another, and so to obey was better 
than sacrifice: but a commission was past 
recal. (3.) They are supposed to be sins 
committed through ignorance. If they were 
done presumptuously, and with an avowed 
contempt of the law and the Law-maker, the 
offender was to be cut off, and there remained 
no sacrifice for the sin, Heb. x. 26, 27; Num. 
xv.30. But if the offender were either igno- 
rant of the law, as in divers instances we 
may suppose many were (so numerous and 
various were the prohibitions), or were sur- 
prised into the sin unawares, the circum- 
stances being such as made it evident that 
his resolution against the sin was sincere, 
but that he was overtaken in it, as the expres- 
sion is (Gal. vi. 1), in this case relief was 
provided by the remedial law of the sin- 
offering. And the Jews say, Those crimes 
only were to be expiated by sacrifice, if com- 
mitted ignorantly, for which the criminal 
was to have been cut off if they had been 
committed presumptuously.” 

II. The law begins with the case of the 
anointed priest, that is, the high priest, pro- 
vided he should sin through ignorance; for 
the law made men priests who had infirmity. 
Though his ignorance was of all others least 
excusable, yet he was allowed to bring his of- 
fering. is office did not so far excuse his 
offence as that it should be forgiven him 
without a sacrifice ; yet it did not so far aggra- 
vate it but that it should be forgiven him 
when he did bring his sacrifice. If he sin 
according to the sin of the people (so the case 
is put, v. 3), which supposes him in this 
matter to stand upon the level with other Is- 
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raelites, and to have no benefit of his clergy 
at all. Now the law concerning the sin- 
offering for the high priest is, 1. That he 
must bring a bullock without blemish for a 
sin-offering (v. 3), as valuable an offering as 
that for the whole congregation (v. 14); 
whereas for any other ruler, or a common 
person, a kid of the goats should serve, v. 23, 
28. This intimated the greatness of the guilt 
connected with the sin of a high priest. 
The eminency of his station, and his relation 
both to God and to the people, greatly ag- 
gravated his offences ; see Rom. ii. 21. 2. The 
hand of the offerer must be laid upon the 
head of the offering (v. 4), with a solemn 
penitent confession of the sin he had com- 
mitted, putting it upon the head of the sin- 
offering, ch. xvi. 21. No remission without 
confession, Ps. xxxii. 5; Prov. xxvili.13. It 
signified also a confidence in this instituted 
way of expiating guilt, as a figure of some- 
thing better yet to come, which they could 
not stedfastly discern. He that laid his hand 
on the head of the beast thereby owned that 
he deserved to die himself, and that it was 
God’s great mercy that he would please to 
accept the offering of this beast to die for 
him. The Jewish writers themselves say that 
neither the sin-offering nor the trespass-of- 
fering made atonement, except for those that 
repented and believed in their atonement. 
3. The bullock must be killed, and a great 
deal of solemnity there must be in disposing 
of the blood: for it was the blood that made 
atonement, and without shedding of blood there 
was no remission, v. 5—7. Some of the blood 
of the high-priest’s sin-offering was to be 
sprinkled seven times before the veil, with an 
eye towards the mercy-seat, though it was 
veiled: some of it was to be put upon the 
horns of the golden altar, because at that al- 
tar the priest himself ministered; and thus 
was signified the putting away of that pollu- 
tion which from his sins did cleave to his 
services. It likewise serves to illustrate the 
influence which Christ’s satisfaction has upon 
the prevalency of his intercession. The 
blood of his sacrifice is put upon the altar of 
his incense and sprinkled before the Lord. 
When this was done the remainder of the 
blood was poured at the foot of the brazen 
altar. By this rite, the sinner acknowledged 
that he deserved to have his blood thus 
poured out like water. It likewise signified 
the pouring out of the soul before God in 
true repentance, and typified our Saviour’s 
pouring out his scul unto death. 4. The fat of 
the inwards was to be burnt upon the altar 
of burnt-offering, v.S—10. By this the in- 
tention of the offering and of the atonement 
made by it was directed to the glory of God, 
who, having been dishonoured by the sin, 
was thus honoured by the sacrifice. It sig- 
nified the sharp sufferings of our Lord Jesus, 
when he was made sin (that is, a sin-offering) 
for us, especially the sorrows of his soul and 
his inward agonies. [It likewise teaches us, 
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in conformity to the death of Christ, to cru- 
cify the flesh. 5. The head and body of the 
beast, skin and all, were to be carried with- 
out the camp, to a certain place appointed for 
that purpose, and there burnt to ashes, v. 11, 
12. This was very significant, (1.) Of the 
duty of repentance, which is the putting 
away of sin as a detestable thing, which our 
soul hates. ‘True penitents say to their idols, 
“Get you hence; what have we to do any 
more with idols?” The sin-offering is called 
sin. What they did to that we must do to 
our sins; the body of sin must be destroyed, 
Rom. vi. 6. (2.) Of the privilege of remis- 
sion. When God pardons sin he quite 
abolishes it, casts it behind his back. The 
iniquity of Judah shall be sought for and not 
found. The apostle takes particular notice of 
this ceremony, and applies it to Christ (Heb. 
xii. 11]—13), who suffered without the gate, 
in the place of askull, where the ashes of dead 
men, as those of the altar, were poured out. 


13 And if the whole congregation 
of Israel sin through ignorance, and 
the thing be hid from the eyes of the 
assembly, and they have done some- 
what against any of the command- 
ments of the Lorp concerning things 
which should not be done, and are 
guilty; 14 When the sin, which they 
have sinned against it, is known, then 
the congregation shall offer a young 
bullock for the sin, and bring him be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. 15 And the elders of the con- 
gregation shall lay their hands upon 
the head of the bullock before the 
Lorp: andthe bullock shall be killed 
before the Lorp. 16 And the priest 
that is anointed shall bring of the 
bullock’s blood to the tabernacle of 
the congregation: 17 And the priest 
shall dip his finger in some of the 
blood, and sprinkle zé seven times be- 
fore the Lorp, even before the veil. 
18 And he shall put some of the blood 
upon the horns of the altar which zs 
befcre the Lorp, that és in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and shall 
pour out all the blood at the bottom 
of the altar of the burnt offering, which 
is at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 19 And he shall take 
all his fat from him, and burn z£ upon 
the altar. 20 And he shall do with 
the bullock as he did with the bullock 
for the sin offering, so shall he do 
with this: and the priest shall make 


an atonement for them, and it shall 
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be forgiven them. 21 And he shali 
carry forth the bullock without the 
camp, and burn him as he burned the 
first bullock: it ¿s a sin offering for 
the congregation. 


This is the law for expiating the guilt of a 
national sin, by a sin offering. If the leaders 
of the people, through mistake concerning 
the law, caused them to err, when the mis- 
take was discovered an offering must be 
brought, that wrath might not come upon the 
whole congregation. Observe, 1. It is pos- 
sible that the church may err, and that her 
guides may mislead her. It is here supposed 
that the whole congregation may sin, and sin 
through ignorance. God will always have a 
church on earth; but he never said it should 
be infallible, or perfectly pure from corrup- 
tion on this side heaven. 2. When a sacri- 
fice was to be offered for the whole congre- 
gation, the elders were to lay their hands 
upon the head of it (three of them at least), 
as representatives of the people and agents 
for them. ‘The sin we suppose to have been 
some common custom, taken up and used by 
the generality of the people, upon presump- 
tion of its being lawful, which afterwards, 
upon search, appeared to be otherwise. In 
this case the commonness of the usage re- 
ceived perhaps by tradition from their fathers, 
and the vulgar opinion of its being lawful, 
would not so far excuse them from sin but 
that they must bring a sacrifice to make 
atonement for it. There are many bad cus- 
toms and forms of speech which are thought 
to have no harm in them, and yet may bring 
guilt and wrath upon a land, which therefore 
it concerns the elders both to reform and to 
intercede with God for the pardon of, Joel ii. 
1G. 3. The blood of this sin-offering, as of 
the former, was to be sprinkled seven times 
before the Lord, v.17. It was not to be 
poured out there, but sprinkled only ; for the 
cleansing virtue of the blood of Christ was 
then and is still sufficiently signified and re- 
presented by sprinkling, Isa. li. 15. It was 
to be sprinkled seven times. Seven is a 
number of perfection, because when God had 
made the world in six days he rested the 
seventh ; so this signified the perfect satisfac- 
tion Christ made, and the complete cleansing 
of the souls of the faithful by it; see Heb. x. 
14. The blood was likewise to be put upon 
the horns of the incense-altar, to which there 
seems to be an allusion in Jer. xvii. 1, where 
the sin of Judah is said to be graven upon the 
horns of their altars. If they did not forsake 
their sins, the putting of the blood of their 
sin-offerings upon the horns of their altars, 
instead of taking away their guilt, did but 
bind it on the faster, perpetuated the remem- 
brance of it, and remained a witness against 
them. It is likewise alluded to in Rev. ix. 
13, wherea voice is heard from the four horns 
of the golden altar ; that is, an answer of peace 
is given to the prayers of the saints, which 
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are acceptable and prevalent only by virtue of 
the blood of the sin-offering put upon the 
horns of that altar; compare Rev. vill. 3. 4. 
When the offering is completed, it is said, 
atonement is made, and the sin shall be forgiven, 
v. 20. The promise of remission is founded 
upon the atonement. It is spoken here of 
the forgiveness of the sin of the whole con- 
gregation, that is, the turning away of those 
national judgments which the sin deserved. 
Note, The saving of churches and kingdoms 
from ruin is owing to the satisfaction and 
mediation of Christ. 

22 When a ruler hath sinned, and 
done somewhat through ignorance 
against any of the commandments of 
the Lorp his God concerning things 
which should not be done, and is 
guilty; 23 Or if his sin, wherein he 
hath sinned, come to his knowledge ; 
he shall bring his offering, a kid of 
the goats, a male without blemish: 
24 And he shall lay his hand upon the 
head of the goat, and kill it in the 
place where they kill the burnt offer- 
ing before the Lorn: it ts a sin offer- 
ing. 25 And the priest shall take of 
the blood of the sin offering with his 
finger, and put z¢ upon the horns of 
the altar of burnt offering, and shall 
pour out his blood at the bottom of 
the altar of burnt offermg. 26 And 
he shall burn all his fat upon the altar, 
as the fat of the sacrifice of peace of- 
ferings: and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him as concerning his 
sin, and it shall be forgiven him. 


Observe here, 1. That God takes notice of 
and is displeased with the sins of rulers. 
Those who have power to call others to ac- 
count are themselves accountable to the ruler 
of rulers; for, as high as they are, there is a 
higher than they. ‘This is intimated in that 
the commandment transgressed is here said 
to be the commandment of the Lord his God, 
v. 22. He is a prince to others, but let him 
know the Lord is a God to him. 2. ‘The sin 
of the ruler which he committed through ig- 
norance is supposed afterwards to come to 
his knowledge (v. 23), which must be either 
by the check of his own conscience or by the 
reproof of his friends, both which we should 
all, even the best and greatest, not only sub- 
mit to, but be thankful for. What we have 
done amiss we should be very desirons to 
come to the knowledge of. That which I see 
not, teach thou me, and show me wherein I 
have erred, are prayers we should put up to 
God every day, that though through ig- 
norance we fall into sin we may not through 
ignorance lie still in it. 3. The sin-offering 
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for a ruler was to be a kid of the goats, not a 
bullock, as for the priest and the whole con- 
gregation; nor was the blood of his sin- 
offering to be brought into the tabernacle, as 
of the other two, but it was all bestowed 
upon the brazen altar (v. 25); nor was the 
flesh of it to be burnt, as that of the other 
two, without the camp, which intimated that 
the sin of a ruler, though worse than that of 
a common person, yet was not so heinous, 
nor of such pernicious consequence, as the 
sin of the high priest, or of the whole con- 
gregation. A kid of the goats was sufficient 
to be offered for a ruler, but a bullock for a 
tribe, to intimate that the ruler, though major 
singulis —greater than each, was minor uni- 
versis—less than the whole. It is bad when 
great men give bad examples, but worse 
when all men follow them. 4. It is promised 
that the atonement shall be accepted and the 
sin forgiven (v. 26), that is, if he repent and 
reform ; for otherwise God swore concerning 
Eli, a judge in Israel, that the iniquity of his 
house should not be purged with sacrifice nor 
offermg for ever, 1 Sam. i. 14. 


27 And if any one of the common 
people sin through ignorance, while 
he doeth somewhat against any of the 
commandments of the Lorn concern- 
ing things which ought not to be done, 
and be guilty; 28 Orif his sin, which 
he hath sinned, come to his know- 
ledge: then he shall bring his offer- 
ing, a kid of the goats, a female with- 
out blemish, for his sin which he hath 
sinned. 29 And he shall lay his hand 
upon the head of the sin offering, and 
slay the sin offering in the place of the 
burnt offering. 30 And the priest 
shall take of the blood thereof with 
his finger, and put iż upon the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and shall 
pour out all the blood thereof at the 
bottom of the altar. 31 And he shall 
take away all the fat thereof, as the 
fat is taken away from off the sacrifice 
of peace offerings; and the priest shall 
burn 7é upon the altar for a sweet sa- 
vour unto the Lorp; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him, and 
it shall be forgiven him. 32 And if 
he bring a lamb for a sin offering, he 
shall bring it afemale without blemish. 
33 And he shall lay his hand upon 
the head of the sin offering, and slay 
it for a sin offering in the place where 
they kill the burnt offering. 34 And 
the priest shall take of the blood of 
the sin offering with his finger, and 
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put it upon the horns of the altar of|ing sacrifices for sins of ignorance in that 


burnt offering, and shall pour out 
the blood thereof at the bottom of the 
altar: 35 And he shall take away all 
the fat thercof, as the fat of the lamb 
is taken away from the sacrifice of the 
peace offerings; and the priest shall 
burn them upon the altar, according 
to the offerings made by fire unto the 
Lorp: and the priest shall make an 
atonement for his sin that he hath com- 
mitted, and it shall be forgiven him. 


J. Here is the law of the sin-offering for a 
cominon person, which differs from that for 
a ruler only in this, that a private person 
might bring either a kid or a lamb, a ruler 
only a kid; and that for a ruler must be a 
male, for the other a female: in all the cir- 
cumstances of the management of the offer- 
ing they agreed. Observe, 1. The case sup- 
posed: If any one of the common people sin 
through ignorance, v. 27. The prophet sup- 
poses that they were not so likely as the great 
men to know the way of the Lord, and the 
judgment of their God (Jer. v. 4), and yet, if 
they sin through ignorance, they must bring 
a sin-offering. Note, Even sins of ignorance 
need to be atoned for by sacrifice. To be 
able to plead, when we are charged with sin, 
that we did it ignorantly, and through the 
surprise of temptation, will not bring us off 
if we be not interested in that great plea, 
Christ hath died, and entitled to the benefit 
of that. We have all need to pray with David 
(and he was a ruler) to be cleansed from se- 
cret faults, the errors which we ourselves do 
not understand or are not aware of, Ps. xix. 12. 
2. That the sins of ignorance committed by 
a single person, a common obscure person, 
did require a sacrifice; for, as the greatest 
are not above the censure, so the meanest are 
not below the cognizance of the divine jus- 
tice. None of the common people, if offenders, 
were overlooked ina crowd. 3. That a sin- 
offering was not only admitted, but accepted, 
even from one of the common people, and an 
atonement made by it, v. 31, 35. Here rich 
and poor, prince and peasant, meet together ; 
they are both alike welcome to Christ, and to 
an interest in his sacrifice, upon the same 
terms. See Job xxxiv. 19. 

II. From all these laws concerning the 
sin-offerings we may learn, 1. To hate sin, 
and to watch against it. That is certainly a 
very bad thing to make atonement for which 
so many innocent and useful creatures must 
be slain and mangled thus. 2. To value 
Christ, the great and true sin-offering, whose 
blood cleanses from all sin, which it was not 
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away. Now, if uny man sin, Christ 
is the propitiation (1 John ii. 1, 2), not for 
Jews only, but for Gentiles. And perhaps 
there A some allusion to this law concern- 
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al] | prayer of Christ’s, just when he was offering 


up himself a sacrifice, Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do. 
CHAP. V. 


This chapter, and part of the next, concern the trespass-offering. 
The difference between this and the sin-offering lay not so much 
in the sacrifices themselves, and the management of them, as m 
the occasions of the offering of them. They were both intended 
to make atonement for sin; but the former was more general, 
this applied to some particnlar instances. Observe what is here 
said, Í. Concerning the trespass. Ifa man sin, l. In concealing 
his knowledge, when he is adjured, ver, 1. 2. In touching an 
unclean thing, ver. 2, 3. 3. ln swearing, ver.4. 4. In embezzling 
the holy things, ver. 14—16. 5. In any sia of infirmity, ver. 
17—19. Some other cases there are, in which these offerings 
were to be offered, ch. vi. 2—4; xiv. 12; xix. 21; Num. vi. 12. 
Tl. Concerning the trespass-offerings, 1. Of the flock, ver. 5, 6. 
2. Of fowls, ver. 7—10. 3. Of flour, ver. 11—13; but chiefly a 
ram withont blemish, ver. 15, &c. 


ND if a soul sin, and hear the 
voice of swearing, and is a wit- 
ness, whether he hath seen or known 
of it; if he do not utter zt, then he 
shall bear his iniquity. 2 Or if a soul 
touch any unclean thing, whether it 
be a carcase of any unclean beast, ora 
carcase of unclean cattle, or the car- 
case of unclean creeping things, and 
if it be hidden from him ; he also shall 
be unclean, and guilty. 3 Or if he 
touch the uncleanness of man, what- 
soever uncleanness zt be that a man 
shall be defiled withal, and it be hid 
from him; when he knoweth of tt, 
then he shall be guilty. 4 Or if a soul 
swear, pronouncing with Ais lips to do 
evil, or to do good, whatsoever it be 
that a man shall pronounce with an 
oath, and it be hid from him; when 
he knoweth of it, then he shall be 
guilty in one of these. 5 And it shall 
be, when he shall be guilty in one of 
these things, that he shall confess that 
he hath sinned in that thing: 6 And 
he shall bring his trespass offering 
unto the Lorp for his sin which he 
hath sinned, a female from the flock, 
a lamb or a kid of the goats, for a sin 
offering; and the priest shall make an 
atonement for him concerning his sin. 


I. The offences here supposed are, 1. A 
man’s concealing the truth when he was 
sworn as a witness to speak the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
Judges among the Jews had power to adjure 
not only the witnesses, as with us, but the 
person suspected (contrary to a rule of our 
law, that no man is bound to accuse himself), 
as appears by the high priest adjuring our 
Saviour, who thereupon answered, though 
before he stood silent, Matt. xxvi. 63, 64. 
Now (w. 1), If a soul sin (that is, a person, for 
the soul is the man), if he hear the voice of 
swearing (that is, if he be adjured to testify 
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what he knows, by an oath of the Lord upon 
him, 1 Kings viii. 31), if in such a case, for 
fear of offending one that either has been his 
friend or may be his enemy, he refuses to 
give evidence, or gives it but in part, he shall 
bear his iniquity. And thatis aheavy burden, 
which, if some course be not taken to get it 
removed, will sink a man to the lowest hell. 
He that heareth cursing (that is, that is thus 
adjured) and betrayeth it not (that is, stifles 
his evidence, and does not utter it), he is a 
partner with the sinner, and hateth his own 
soul; see Prov. xxix. 24. Let all that are 
called out at any time to bear testimony think 
of this law, and be free and open in their 
evidence, and take heed of prevaricating. 
An oath of the Lord is a sacred thing, and 
not to be dallied with. 2. A man’s touching 
any thing that was ceremonially unclean, v. 
2,3. Ifa man, polluted by such touch, came 
into the sanctuary ineonsiderately, or if he 
neglected to wash himself according to the 
law, then he was to look upon himself as 
ander guilt, and must bring his offering. 
Though his touching the unclean thing con- 
tracted only a ceremonial defilement, yet his 
neglect to wash himself according to the law 
was such an instance either of carelessness 
or contempt as contracted a moral guilt. If 
at first it be hidden from him, yet when he 
knows it he shall be guilty. Note, As soon 
as ever God by his Spirit convinces our con- 
sciences of any sin or duty we must imme- 
diately set in with the conviction, and prose- 
cute it, as those that are not ashamed to own 
our former mistake. 3. Rash swearing. Ifa 
man binds himself by an oath that he will do or 
not do such a thing, and the performance of 
his oath afterwards proves either unlawful or 
impracticable, by whieh he is discharged from 
the obligation, yet he must bring an offering 
to atone for his folly in swearing so rashly, 
as David that he would kill Nabal. And then 
it was that he must say before the angel that 
it was an error, Ecel. v.6. He shall be guilty 
in one of these (ch. v. 4), guilty if he do not 
perform his oath, and yet, if the matter of it 
were evil, guilty if he do. Sueh wretched 
dilemmas as these do some men bring them- 
selves into by their own rashness and folly; 
go which way they will their consciences are 
wounded, sin stares them in the face, so sadly 
are they snared in the words of their mouth. 
A more sad dilemma this is than that of the 
lepers, “ If we sit still, we die; if we stir, we 
die.” Wisdom and watchfulness beforehand 
would prevent these straits. 

II. Now in these cases, 1. The offender 
must confess his sin and bring his offering 
(v. 5, 6); and the offering was not accepted 
unless it was accompanied with a penitential 
confession and a humble prayer for pardon. 
Observe, The confession must be particular, 
that he hath sinned in that thing ; such was 
David’s confession (Ps. li. 4), I have done this 
evil; and Achan’s (Josh. vii. 20), Thus and 
thus have I done. Deceit lies in generals; 
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many will own in general they have sinned, 
for that all must own, so that it is not an 
particular reproach to them; but that they 
have sinned in this thing they stand too much 
upon their honour to acknowledge: but the 
way to be well assured of pardon, and to be 
well armed against sin for the future, is to be 
particular in our penitent confessions. 2. 
The priest must make an atonement for him. 
As the atonement was not accepted without 
his repentance, so his repentanee would not 
justify him without the atonement. ‘Thus, in 
our reconciliation to God, Christ’s part and 
ours are both needful. 


7 And if he be not able to bring a 
lamb, then he shall bring for his tres- 
pass, which he hath committed, two 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, 
unto the Lorn; one for a sin offer- 
ing, and the other for a burnt offering. 
S And he shall bring them unto the 
priest, who shall offer that which is 
for the sin offering first, and wring off 
his head from his neck, but shall not 
divide ¿¢ asunder: 9 And he shall 
sprinkle of the blood of the sin offer- 
ing upon the side of the altar; and the 
rest of the blood shall be wrung out 
at the bottom of the altar: it ¿s a sin 
offering. 10 And he shall offer the 
second for a burnt offering, according 
to the manner: and the priest shall 
make an atonement for him for his 
sin which he hath sinned, and it shall 
be forgiven him. 11 Butif he be not 
able to bring two turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons, then he that sinned 
shall bring for his offering the tenth 
part of an ephah of fine flour for a sin 
offering; he shall put no oil upon it, 
neither shall he put any frankincense 
thereon: for it is a sin offering. 12 
Then shall he bring it to the priest, 
and the priest shall take his handful 
of it, ever a memorial thereof, and 
burn z¢ on the altar, according to the 
offerings made by fire unto the Lorn: 
it ¿s asin offering. 13 And the priest 
shall make an atonement for him as 
touching his sin that he hath sinned 
in one of these, and it shall be for- 
given him: and the remnant shall be 
the priest’s, as a meat offering. 

Provision is here made for the poor of 
God’s people, and the pacifying of their eon- 
sciences under the sense of guilt. ‘Those 
that were not able to bring a lamb might 


bring for a sin-offering a pair of turtle-doves 
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or two young pigeons; nay, if any were so 
extremely poor that they were not able to 
procure these so often as they would have 
oecasion, they might bring a pottle of fine 
flour, and this should be accepted. Thus the 
expense of the sin-offering was brought lower 
than that of any other offering, to teach us 
that no man’s poverty shall ever be a bar in 
the way of his pardon. The poorest of all 
may have atonement made for them, if it be 
not their own fault. Thus the poor are 
evangelized; and no man shall say that he 
had not wherewithal to bear the charges of 
a journey to heaven. Now, 

I. If the sinner brought two doves, one 
was to be offered for a sin-offering and the 
other for a burnt-offering, v. 7. Observe, 
1. Before he offered the burnt-offering, 
which was for the honour and praise of God, 
he must offer the sin-offering, to make atone- 
ment. We must first see to it that our peace 
be made with God, and then we may expect 
that our services for his glory will be accepted. 
‘The sin-offering must make way for the burnt- 
offering. 2. After the sin-offering, which made 
atonement, came the burnt-offering, as an 
acknowledgment of the great mercy of God 
in appointing and accepting the atonement. 

II. If he brought fine flour, a handful of it 
was to be offered, but without either oil or 
frankincense (v. 11), not only because this 
would make it too costly for the poor, for 
whose comfort this sacrifice was appointed, 
but because it was a sin-offering, and there- 
fore, to show the loathsomeness of the sin 
for which it was offered, it must not be made 
grateful either to the taste by oil or to the 
smell by frankincense. ‘The unsavouriness 
of the offering was to intimate that the sinner 
must never relish his sin again as he had 
done. God by these sacrifices did speak, 1. 
Comfort to those that had offended, that they 
might not despair, nor pine away in their 
iniquity; but, peace being thus made for 
them with God, they might have peace in him. 
2. Caution likewise not to offend any more, 
remembering what an expensive troublesome 
thing it was to make atonement. 


14 And the Lor» spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 15 If a soul commit a 
trespass, and sin through ignorance, 
in the holy things of the Lorn; then 
he shall bring for his trespass unto 
the Lor a ram without blemish out 
of the flocks, with thy estimation by 
shekels of silver, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary, for a trespass offering : 
16 And he shall make amends for the 
harm that he hath done in the holy 
thing, and shall add the fifth part 
thereto, and give it unto the priest: 
and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him with the ram of the 
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trespass offering, and it shall be for- 
given him. 17 And ifa soul sin, and 
commit any of these things which are 
forbidden to be done by the com- 
mandments of the Lor ; though he 
wist zé not, yet is he guilty, and shall 
bear his iniquity. 18 And he shall 
bring a ram without blemish out of 
the flock, with thy estimation, for a 
trespass offering, unto the priest: and 
the priest shall make an atonement 
for him concerning his ignorance 
wherein he erred and wist ¿é not, and 
it shall be forgiven him. 19 It is a 
trespass offering: he hath certainly 
trespassed against the Lorp. 


Hitherto in this chapter orders were given 
concerning those saerifices that were both 
sin-offerings and trespass-offerings, for they 
go by both names, v. 6. Here we have the 
law concerning those that were properly and 
peculiarly trespass-offerings, which were of- 
tered to atone for trespasses done against a 
neighbour, those sins we commonly call tres- 
passes. Now injuries done to another may 
be either in holy things or in common things ; 
of the former we have the law in these verses; 
of the latter in the beginning of the next 
chapter. If aman did harm (as it is v. 16) in 
the holy things of the Lord, he thereby com- 
mitted a trespass against the priests, the 
Lord’s ministers, who were entrusted with 
the care of these holy things, and had the 
benefit of them. Now if a man did alienate 
cr convert to his own use any thing that was 
dedicated to God, unwittingly, he was to 
bring this sacrifice; as suppose he had ig- 
norantly made use of the tithes, cr first-fruits, 
or first-born of his cattle, or (which, it should 
seem by ch. xxii. 14—16, is principally meant 
here) had eaten any of those parts of the sa- 
crifices which were appropriated to the priests; 
this wasatrespass. Itis supposed to be done 
through mistake, or forgetfulness, for want 
either of care or zeal; for if it was done pre- 
sumptuously, and in contempt of the Jaw, the 
offender died without mercy, Heb. x. 28. 
But in case of negligence and ignorance this 
sacrifice was appointed ; and Moses is told, 
1. What must be done in case the trespass 
appeared to be certain. The trespasser must 
bring an offering to the Lord, which, in all 
those that were purely trespass-offerings, 
must be a ram without blemish, “of the se- 
cond year,” say the Jewish doctors. He 
must likewise make restitution to the priest, 
according to a just estimation of the thing 
which he had so alienated, adding a fifth part 
to it, that he might learn to take more heed 
next time of embezzling what was sacred to 
God, finding to his cost that there was nothing 
got by it, and that he paid dearly for his 
oversights. 2. What must be done in case 
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it were doubtful whether he had trespassed 
or no; he had cause to suspect it, but he 
wist it not (v. 17), that is, he was not very 
certain; in this case, because it is good to be 
sure, he must bring his trespass-offering, and 
the value of that which he feared he had em- 
bezzled, only he was not to add the fifth part 
to it. Now this was designed to show the 
very great evil there is in sacrilege. Achan, 
that was guilty of it presumptuously, died 
for it; so did Ananias and Sapphira. But 
this goes further to show the evil of it, thatif 
a man had, through mere ignorance, and 
unwittingly, alienated the holy things, nay, 
if he did but suspect that he had done so, he 
must be at the expense, not only of a full 
restitution with interest, but of an offering, 
with the trouble of bringing it, and must take 
shame to himself, by making confession of 
it; so bad a thing is it to invade God’s pro- 
perty, and so cautious should we be to ab- 
stain from all appearances of this evil. We 
are also taught here to be jealous over our- 
selves with a godly jealousy, to ask pardon 
for the sin, and make satisfaction for the 
wrong, which we do but suspect ourselves 
guilty of. In doubtful cases we should take 
and keep the safer side. 
CHAP. VI. 


The frst seven verses of this chapter might fitly have been added 
to the foregoing chapter, being a continuation of the law of the 
trespass-offering, and the puttiog of other cases in which it was 
to he offered; and with this end the instructions God gave con- 
cerning the several kinds of sacrifices that should be offered: 
and then at ver. S (which in the original begins a new section of 
the law) he comes to appoint the several rites and ceremonies 
concerning these sacrifices which had not been mentioned before. 
l. The burnt-offering, ver. S—13. 11. The meat-offering (ver. 
14—18), particularly that at the consecration of the priest, ver. 
19—23. ILE. The sin-offeriog, ver. 24, &e. 


ee the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 2 If a soul sin, and 
commit a trespass against the Lorn, 
and lie unto his neighbour in that 
which was delivered him to keep, or 
in fellowship, or in a thing taken 
away by violence, or hath deceived 
his neighbour; 3 Or have found that 
which was lost, and lieth concerning 
it, and sweareth falsely; in any of all 
these that aman doeth, sinning therein: 
4 Then it shall be, because he hath 
sinned, and is guilty, that he shall re- 
store that which he took violently 
away, or the thing which he hath de- 
ceitfully gotten, or that which was de- 
livered him to keep, or the lost thing 
which he found, 5 Or all that about 
which he hath sworn falsely; he shall 
even restore it in the principal, and 
shall add the fifth part more thereto, 
and give it unto him to whom it ap- 
pertaineth, in the day of his trespass 
offering. 6 And he shall bring his 
trespass offering unto the Lorn, a 
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Lauw of the trespass-offering, 
ram without blemish out of the flock, 
with thy estimation, for a trespass 
offering, unto the priest: 7 And the 
priest shall make an atonement for 
him before the Lorp : and it shall be 
forgiven him for any thing of all that 
he hath done in trespassing therein. 


This is the latter part of the law of the 
trespass-offering: the former part, which 
concerned trespasses about holy things, we 
had in the close of the foregoing chapter, 
this concerns trespasses in common things 
Observe here, 

I. The trespass supposed, v. 2,3. Though 
all the instances relate to our neighbour, yet 
it is called a trespass against the Lord, 
because, though the injury be done imme- 
diately to our neighbour, yet an affront is 
thereby given to his Maker and our Master. 
He that speaks evil of his brother is said to 
speak evil of the law, and consequently of the 
Law-maker, Jam.iv.11. Though the person 
injured be ever so mean and despicable, and 
every way our inferior, yet the injury reflects 
upon that God who has made the command 
of loving our neighbour second to that of 
loving himself. The trespasses specified are, 
1. Denying a trust: If a man lie unto his 
neighbour in that which was delivered him to 
keep, or, which is worse, which was lent him 
for his use. If we claim that as our own 
which is only borrowed, left in our custody, 
or committed to our care, this is a trespass 
against the Lord, who, for the benefit of 
human society, will have property and truth 
maintained. 2. Defrauding a partner: If a 
man lie in fellowship, claiming a sole interest 
in that wherein he has but a joint-interest. 
3. Disowning a manifest wrong: If a man 
has the front to lie in a thing taken away by 
violence, which ordinarily cannot be hid. 4. 
Deceiving in commerce, or, as some think, by 
false accusation; if a man have deceitfully 
oppressed his neighbour, as some read it, 
either withholding what is due or extorting 
what is not. 5. Detaining what is found, 
and denying it (v. 3); if a man have found 
that which was lost, he must not call it his 
own presently, but endeavour to find out the 
owner, to whom it must be returned; this is 
doing as we would be done by: but he that 
lies concerning it, that falsely says he knows 
nothing of it, especially if he back this le 
with a false oath, trespasseth against the 
Lord, who to every thing that is said is a 
witness, but in an oath he is the party 
appealed to, and highly affronted when he is 
called to witness to a lie. 

II. The trespass-offering appointed. 1. In 
the day of his trespass-offering he must make 
satisfaction to his brother. ‘This must be 
first done if thy brother hath aught against 
thee: Because he hath sinned and is guilty, 
(v. 4, 5), that is, is convicted of his guilt by his 
own conscience, and is touched with remorse 
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for it; seeing himself guilty before God, let] shall be burning in it; it shall not be 


him faithfully restore all that he has got by 
fraud or oppression, with a fifth part added, to 
make amends to the owner for the loss and 
trouble he had sustained in the mean time ; 
let him account both for debt and damages. 
Note, Where wrong has been done restitution 
must be made; and till it is made to the ut- 
most of our power, or an equivalent accepted 
by the person wronged, we cannot have the 
comfort of the forgiveness of the sin; for the 
keeping of what is unjustly got avows the 
taking, and both together make but one con- 
tinued act of unrighteousness. To repent is 
to undo what we have done amiss, which 
(whatever we pretend) we cannot be said to 
do till we restore what has been got by ii, as 
Zaccheus (Luke xix. 8), and make satisfaction 
for the wrong done. 2. He must then come 
and offer his gift, must bring his trespass- 
offering to the Lord whom he had offended ; 
and the priest must make an atonement for 
him, v. 6, 7. This trespass-offering could 
not, of itself, make satisfaction for sin, nor 
reconciliation between God and the sinner, 
but as it signified the atonement that was to 
be made by our Lord Jesus, when he should 
make his soul an offering for sin, a trespass- 
offering ; it is the same word that is here 
used, Isa. lii. 10. The trespasses here men- 
tioned are trespasses still against the law of 
Christ, which insists as much upon justice 
and truth as ever the law of nature or the 
law of Moses did; and though now we may 
have them pardoned without a trespass- 
offering, yet not without true repentance, 
restitution, reformation, and 2 humble faith 
in the righteousness of Christ: and, if any 
make the more bold with these sins because 
they are not now put to the expense of a 
trespass-offering for them, they turn the grace 
of God into wantonness, and so bring upon 
themselves a swift destruction. ‘The Lord is 
the avenger of all such, 1 Thess. iv. 6. 


S And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 9 Command Aaron and 
his sons, saying, This ¿s the law of 
the burnt offering: It is the burnt 
offering, because of the burning upon 
the altar all night unto the morning, 
and the fire of the altar shall be burn- 
ing in it. 10 And the priest shall 
put on his linen garment, and his 
linen breeches shall he put upon his 
flesh, and take up the ashes which 
the fire hath consumed with the burnt 
offering on the altar, and he shall put 
them beside the altar. 11 And he 
shall put off his garments, and put on 
other garments, and carry forth the 
ashes without the camp unto a clean 


place. 12 And the fire upon the altar 
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put out: and the priest shall burn 
wood on it every morning, and lay 
the burnt offering in order upon it; 
and he shall burn thereon the fat of 
the peace offerings. 13 The fire shall 
ever be burning upon the altar; it 
shall never go out. 


Hitherto we have had the instructions 
which Moses was directed to give to the 
people concerning the sacrifices; but here 
begin the instructions he was to give to the 
priests; he must command Aaron and his 
sons, v. 9. ‘The priests were rulers in the 
house of God, but these rulers must be ruled; 
and those that had the command of others 
must themselves be commanded Let minis- 
ters remember that not only commissions, 
but commands, were given to Aaron and his 
sons, who must be in subjection to them. 

In these verses we have the law of the 
burnt-offering, as far as it was the peculiar 
care of the pricsts. The daily sacrifice of a 
lamb, which was offered morning and evening 
for the whole congregation, is here chiefly 
referred to. 

I. The priest must take care of the ashes of 
the burnt-offering, that they be decently dis- 
posed of, v. 10,11. He must clear the altar of 
them every morning, and putthem onthe east 
side of the altar, which was furthest from the 
sanctuary ; this he must do in his linen gar- 
ment, which he always wore when he did any 
service at the altar; and then he must shift 
himself, and put on other garments, either 
such as were his common wear, or (as some 
think) other priestly garments less honour- 
able, and must carry the ashes into a clean 
place without the camp. Now, 1. God would 
have this done, for the honour of his altar 
and the sacrifices that were burnt upon it. 
Even the ashes of the sacrifices ust be pre- 
served, to testify the regard God had to it; 
by the burnt-offering ke was honoured, and 
therefore thus 7 was honoured. And some 
think that this care which was taken of the 
ashes of the sacrifice typified the burial of 
our Saviour ; his dead body (the ashes of his 
sacrifice) was carefully laid up in a garden, 
in a new sepulchre, which was a clean place. 
It was also requisite that the altar should be 
kept as clean as might be; the fire upon it 
would burn the better, and it is decent ina 
house to have a clean fire-side. 2. God 
would have the priests themselves to keep it 
so, to teach them and us to stoop to the 
meanest services for the honour of God and 
of his altar. The priest himself must not 
only kindle the fire, but clean the hearth, and 
carry out the ashes. God’s servants must 
think nothing below them but sin. 

II. The priest must take care of the fire 
upon the altar, that it be kept always burning. 
This is much insisted on here (v. 9, 12), and 
this express law is given: The fire shall ever 
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be burning upon the altar, it shall never go out, jis the offering of Aaron and of his 


v. 13. We may suppose that no day passed 
without some extraordinary sacrifices, which 
were always offered between the morning 
and evening lamb; so that from morning to 
night the fire on the altar was kept up of 
course. But to preserve it all night unto the 
morning (v. 9) required some care. Those 
that keep good houses never let their kitchen 
fire go out; therefore God would thus give 
an instance of his good house-keeping. The 
first fire upon the altar came from heaven (ch. 
ix. 24), so that by keeping that up continu- 
ally with a constant supply of fuel all their 
sacrifices throughout all their generations 
might be said to be consumed with that fire 
from heaven, in token of God’s acceptance. 
If, through carelessness, they should ever let 
it go out, they could not expect to have it so 
kindled again. Accordingly the Jews tell us 
that the fire never did go out upon the altar, 
till the captivity in Babylon. ‘This is referred 
to Isa. xxxi. 9, where God is said to have his 
fire in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem. By 
this law we are taught to keep up in our 
minds a constant disposition to all acts of 
piety and devotion, an habitual affection to 
divine things, so as to be always ready to 
every good word and work. We must not 
only not quench the Spirit, but we must stir 
up the gift that is inus. Though we be not 
always sacrificing, yet we must keep the fire 
of holy love always burning; and thus we 
must pray always. 

14 And this zs the law of the meat 
offering: the sons of Aaron shall offer 
it before the Lorp, before the altar. 
15 And he shall take of it his hand- 
ful, of the flour of the meat offering, 
and of the oil thereof, and all the 
frankincense which is upon the meat 
offering, and shall burn ié upon the 
altar for a sweet savour, even the me- 
morial of it, unto the Lorp. 16 And 
the remainder thereof shall Aaron and 
his sons eat: with unleavened bread 
shall it be eaten in the holy place; in 
the court of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation they shall eat it. 17 It shall 
not be baken with leaven. I have 
given it unto them for their portion 
of my offerings made by fire; it zs 
most holy, as zs the sin offering, and 
as the trespass offering. 18 All the 
males among the children of Aaron 
shall eat of it. Tt shall be a statute 
for ever in your generations concern- 
ing the offerings of the Lorp made by 
fire: every one that toucheth them 
shall be holy. 19 And the Lorp 
spake unto Moses, saying, 20 This 
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sons, which they shall offer unto the 
Lor» in the day when he is anointed; 
the tenth part of an ephah of fine 
flour for a meat offering perpetual, 


half of it in the morning, and half 


thereof at night. 21 In a pan it shall 
be made with oil; and when it is 
baken, thou shalt bring it in: and the 
baken pieces of the meat offering shalt 
thou offer for a sweet savour unto 
the Lorp. 22 And the priest of his 
sons that is anointed in his stead shall 
offer it: 2é is a statute for ever unto 
the Lorn; it shall be wholly burnt. 
23 For every meat offering for the 
priest shall be wholly burnt: it shall 
not be eaten. 


The meat-offering was either that which 
was offered by the people or that by the 
priests at their consecration. Now, 

I. As to the common meat-offering, 

1. Only a handful of it was to be burnt 
upon the altar; all the rest was allowed to 
the priests for their food. The law of the 
burnt-offerings was such as imposed upon 
the priests a great deal of care and work, but 
allowed them little profit; for the flesh was 
wholly burnt, and the priests had nothing 
but the skin. But to make them amends 
the greatest part of the meat-offering was 
their own. The burning of a handful of it 
upon the altar (v. 15) was ordered before, ch. 
ii.2,9. Here the remainder of it is consigned 
to the priests, the servants of God’s house: 
I have given it unto them for their portion of 
my offerings, v.17. Note, (1.) It is the will 
of God that his ministers should be well 
provided for with food convenient; and 
what is given to them he accepts as offered 
to himself, if it be done witha single eye. (2.) 
All Christians, being spiritual priests, do 
themselves share in the spiritual sacrifices 
they offer. It is not God that is the gainer 
by them; the handful burnt upon the altar 
was not worth speaking of, in comparison 
with the priests’ share ; we ourselves are the 
gainers by our religious services. Let God 
have all the frankincense, and the priests 
shall have the flour and the oil; what we 
give to God the praise and glory of we may 
take to ourselves the comfort and benefit of. 

2. The laws concerning the eating of it 
were, (1.) That it must be eaten unleavened, 
v. 16. What was offered to God must have 
no leaven in it, and the priests must have it 
as the altar had it, and no otherwise. Thus 
must we keep the feasts of the Lord with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (2.) 
It must be eaten in the court of the tabernacle 
(here called the holy place), in some room 
prepared by the side of the court for this 
purpose. It was a great crime to carry any 
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of it ont of the court. ‘The very eating of it 
was a sacred rite, by which they were to 
honour God, and therefore it must be done 
in a religious manner, and with a holy reve- 
rence, which was preserved by confining it to 
the holy place. (3.) ‘The males only must 
eat of it, v. 18. Of the less holy things, as 
the first-fruits and tithes, and the shoulder 
and breasts of the peace-offerings, the 
daughters of the priests might eat, for they 
might be carried out of the court; but this 
was of the most holy things, which being to 
be eaten only in the tabernacle, the sons of 
Aaron only might eat of it. (4.) The priests 
only that were clean might eat of it: Every 
one that toucheth them shall be holy, v. 18. 
Holy things for holy persons. Some read it, 
Every thing that toucheth it shall be holy: 
all the furniture of the table on which these 
holy things were eaten must be appropriated 
to that use only, and never after used as 
common things. 

II. As to the consecration meat-offering, 
which was offered for the priests themselves, 
it was to be wholly burnt, and none of it 
caten, v. 23. It comes in here as an excep- 
tion to the foregoing law. It should seem 
that this law concerning the meat-offering of 
initiation did not only oblige the high priest 
to offer it, and on that day only that he was 
anointed, and so for his successors in the day 
they were anointed; but the Jewish writers 
say that by this law every priest, on the day 
he first entered upon his ministry, was bound 
to offer this meat-offering,—that the high 
priest was bound to offer it every day 
of his life, from the day in which he was 
anointed,—and that it was to be offered be- 
sides the meat-offering that attended the 
morning and evening sacrifice, because it is 
said here to be a meat-offering perpetual, v. 
20. Josephus says, “ ‘The high priest sacri- 
ficed twice every day at his own charges, 
and this was his sacrifice.” Note, Those 
whom God has advanced above others in 
dignity and power ought to consider that he 
expects more from them than from others, 
and should attend to every intimation of ser- 
vice tobe done for him. The meat-offering of 
the priest was to be baked as if it were to be 
eaten, and yet it must be wholly burnt. 
Though the priest that ministered was to be 
paid for serving the people, yet there was no 
reason that he should be paid for serving the 
high priest, who was the father of the family 
of the priests, and whom therefore any priest 
should take a pleasure in serving gratis. 
Nor was it fit that the priests should eat of 
the offerings of a priest; for as the sins of 
the people were typically transferred to the 
priests, which was signified by their eating of 
their offerings (Hos. iv. 8), so the sins of the 
priests must be typically transferred to the 
altar, which therefore must eat up all their 
offerings. We are all undone, both ministers 
and people, if we must bear our own iniquity ; 


nor could we have had any comfort or hope if ! 
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God had not laid on his dear Son the in- 
iquity of us all, and he is both the priest and 
the altar. 

24 And the Lorn spake unto Mo- 


ses, saying, 25 Speak unto Aaron and 


to his sons, saying, This is the law of 
the sin offering: In the place where 
the burnt offering is killed shall the 
sin offering be killed before the Lorp: 
it is most holy. 26 The priest that 
offereth it for sin shall eat it: in the 
holy place shall it be eaten, in the 
court of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation. 27 Whatsoever shall touch 
the flesh thereof shall be holy: and 
when there is sprinkled of the blood 
thereof upon any garment, thou shalt 
wash that whereon it was sprinkled 
in the holy place. 28 But the earthen 
vessel wherein it is sodden shall be 
broken: and ifit be sodden ina brazen 
pot, it shall be both scoured, and 
rinsed in water. 29 All the males 
among the priests shall eat thereof: 
it is most holy. 30 And no sin of- 


fering, whereof any of the blood is 


brought into the tabernacle of the 
congregation to reconcile withal in the 
holy place, shall be eaten: it shall be 


burnt in the fire. 

We have here so much of the law of the 
sin-offering as did peculiarly concern the 
priests that offered it. As, 1. That it must 
be killed ix the place where the burnt-offering 
was killed (v. 25), that is, on the north side 
of the altar (ch. i. 11), which, some think, 
typified the crucifying of Christ on mount 
Calvary, which was on the north side of 
Jerusalem. 2. That the priest who offered 
it for the sinner was (with his sons, or other 
priests, v. 29) to eat the flesh of it, after the 
blood and fat had been offered to God, in the 
court of the tabernacle, v. 26. Hereby they 
were to bear the iniquity of the congregation, 
as it is explained, ch. x. 17. 3. The blood 
of the sin-offering was with great reverence 
to be washed out of the clothes on which it 
happened to light (v. 27), which signified the 
awful regard we ought to have to the blood 
of Christ, not counting it a common thing ; 
that blood must be sprinkled on the con- 
science, not on the raiment. 4. The vessel 
in which the flesh of the sin-offering was 
boiled must be broken if it were an earthen 
one, and, if a brazen one, well washed, v. 28. 
This intimated that the defilement was not 
wholly taken away by the offering, but did 
rather cleave to it, such was the weak- 
ness and deficiency of those sacrifices; but 
the blood of Christ thoroughly cleanses from 
all sin, and after it there needs no cleansing. 
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5. That all this must be understood of the; with the sin-offering, it was to be governed 


common sin-offerings, not of those for the | by the same rules, v. 6. 


When the blood 


priest, or the body of the congregation, either j and fat were offered to God to make atone- 


occasional, or stated upon the day of atone- 
ment; for it had been before ordained, and 
was now ratified, that if the blood of the 
offering was brought into the holy place, as 
it was in those extraordinary cases, the flesh 
was not to be eaten, but burnt without the 
camp, v. 30. Hence the apostle infers the 
advantage we have under the gospel above 
what they had under the law; for though the 
blood of Christ was brought into the taber- 
nacle, to reconcile within the holy place, yet 
we have a right by faith to eat of the altar 
(Heb. xiii. 10—12), and so to take the com- 
fort of the great propitiation. 


CHAP. VII. 


Here is, I. The law of the trespass-offering (ver. 1—7}, with some 
further directions concerning the hurnt-offering and the meat- 
offering, ver. 8—10. ll. The law of the peace-offering. The 
eating of it (ver. 11—21), on which occasion the prohibition of 
eating fat or blood is repeated (ver. 22—27), and the priests’ share 
of it, ver. 28—34. II. The conclusion of those institutions, ver. 
39, &c. 


IKEWISKE this zs the law of the 
trespass offering : it ¿s most holy. 
2 In the place where they kill the 
burnt offering shall they kill the tres- 


ment, the priests were to eat the flesh, as that 
of the sin-offering, in the holy place. The 
Jews have a tradition (as we have it from 
the learned bishop Patrick) concerning the 
sprinkling of the blood of the trespass-offer- 
ing round about upon the altar, “ That there 
was a scarlet line which went round about 
the altar exactly in the middle, and the blood 
of the bnrnt-offerings was sprinkled round 
about above the line, but that of the trespass- 
offerings and peace-offerings round about 
below the line.” As to the flesh of the tres- 
pass-offering, the right to it belonged to the 
priest that offered it, v. 7. He that did the 
work must have the wages. this was an en- 
couragement to the priests to give diligent 
attendance on the altar; the more ready and 
busy they were the more they got. Note, 
The more diligent we are in the services of 
religion the more we shall reap of the advan- 
tages of it. But any of the priests, and the 
males of their families, might be invited by 
him to whom it belonged to partake with 
him: Every male among the priests shall eat 
thereof, that is, may eat thereof, in the holy 


pass offering: and the blood thereof | place, v. 6. And, no doubt, it was the usage 


shall he sprinkle round about upon 
the altar. 3 And he shall offer of it 
all the fat thereof; the rump, and the 
fat that covereth the inwards, 4 And 
the two kidneys, and the fat that zs on 


them, which is by the flanks, and the 


caul that is above the liver, with the 
kidneys, it shall he take away : 5 And 
the priest shall burn them upon the 
altar for an offering made by fire unto 
the Lorn: it is a trespass offering. 
6 Every male among the priests shall 
eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the 
holy place: it ¿s most holy. 7 As the 
sin offering zs, so is the trespass offer- 
ing: there is one law for them: the 
priest that maketh atonement there- 
with shall have zé. 8 And the priest 
that offereth any man’s burnt offering, 
even the priest shall have to himself 
the skin of the burnt offering which 
he hath offered. 9 And all the meat 
offering that 1s baken in the oven, and 
all that is dressed in the fryingpan, 
and in the pan, shall be the priest’s 
that offereth it. 10 And every meat 
offering, mingled with oil, and dry, 
shall all the sons of Aaron have, one 
as much as another. 


Observe here, 1. Concerning the trespass- 
offering, that, being much of the same nature 


to treat one another with those perquisites 
of their office, by which friendship and fel- 
lowship were kept up among the priests. 
Freely they had received, and must freely 
give. It seems the offerer was not himself 
to have any share of his trespass-offering, as 
he was to have of his peace-offering ; but it 
was all divided between the altar and the 
priest. ‘They offered peace-offerings in 
thankfulness for mercy, and then it was 
proper to feast; but they offered trespass- 
offerings in sorrow for sin, and then fasting 
was more proper, in token of holy mourning, 
and a resolution to abstain from sin. 2. 
Concerning the burnt-offering it is here ap- 
pointed that the priest that offered it should 
have the skin (w. 8), which no doubt he 
might make money of. “This” (the Jews 
say) “is meant only for the burnt-offerings 
which were offered by particular persons ; 
for the profit of the skins of the daily burnt- 
offerings for the congregation went to the 
repair of the sanctuary.” Some suggest that 
this appointment will help us to understand 
God’s clothing our first parents with couts of 
skins, Gen. iii. 21. It is probable that the 
beasts whose skins they were were offered in 
sacrifice as whole burnt-offerings, and that 
Adam was the priest that offered them; and 
then God gave him the skins, as his fee, to 
make clothes of for himself and his wife, in 
remembrance of which the skins ever after 
pertained to the priest; and see Gen. xxvii. 
16. 3. Concerning the meat-offering, if it 
was dressed, it was fit to be eaten imme- 
diately; and therefore the priest that offered 
it was to have it, v. 9. If it was dry, there 
was not so much occasion for being in haste 
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to use it; and therefore an equal dividend of 


it must be made among all the priests that 
were then in waiting, v. 10. 

11 And this is the law of the sa- 
crifice of peace offerings, which he 
shall offer unto the Lorp. 12 If he 
offer it for a thanksgiving, then he 
shall offer with the sacrifice of thanks- 
giving unleavened cakes mingled with 
oil, and unleavened wafers anointed 
with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, 
of fine flour, fried. 13 Besides the 
cakes, he shall offer for his offering 


leavened bread with the sacrifice of 


thanksgiving of his peace offerings. 
14 And of it he shall offer one out 
of the whole oblation for a heave of- 
fering unto the Lorp, and it shall be 
the priest’s that sprinkleth the blood 
of the peace offerings. 15 And the 
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace of- 
ferings for thanksgiving shall be eaten 
the same day that it is offered; he 
shall not leave any of it until the 
morning. 
his offering be a vow, or a voluntary 
offering, it shall be eaten the same day 
that he offereth his sacrifice: and on 
the morrow also the remainder of it 
shall be eaten: 17 But the remainder 
of the flesh of the sacrifice on the 
third day shall be burnt with fire. 18 
And if any of the flesh of the sacrifice 
of his peace offerings be eaten at all 
on the third day, it shall not be ac- 
cepted, neither shall it be imputed 
unto him that offereth it: it shall be 
an abomination, and the soul that 
eateth of it shall bear his iniquity. 
19 And the flesh that toucheth any 
unclean thing shall not be eaten; it 
shall be burnt with fire: and as for 
the flesh, all that be clean shall eat 
thereof. 20 But the soul that eateth 
of the flesh of the sacrifice of peace 
offerings, that pertain unto the Lorp, 
having his uncleanness upon him, even 
thatsoulshallbecut off from his people. 
21 Moreover the soul that shail touch 
any unclear thing, as the uncleanness 
of man, or any unclean beast, or any 


abominable unclean thing, and eat of 


the flesh of the sacrifice of peace of- 
ferings, which pertain unto the Lorn, 


even that soul shall be cut off from 
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16 Butif the sacrifice of 
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his people. 22 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 23 Speak unto 
the children of Israel, saying, Ye shall 
eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of 
sheep, or of goat. 24 And the fat of 
the beast that dieth of itself, and 
the fat of that which is torn with 
beasts, may be used in any other use: 
but ye shall in no wise eat of it. 25 
For whosoever eateth the fat of the 
beast, of which men offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lorp, even 
the soul that eateth it shall be cut off 
from his people. 26 Moreover ye 
shall eat no manner of blood, whether 
it be of fowl or of beast, in any of 
your dwellings. 27 Whatsoever soul 
it be that eateth any manner of blood, 
even that soul shall be cut off from 
his people. 28 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 29 Speak unto 
the children of Israel, saying, He that 
offereth the sacrifice of his peace offer- 


. 


ings unto the Lor» shall bring his ob- 


lation unto the Lorp of the sacrifice 
of his peace offerings. 30 His own 
hands shall bring the offerings of the 
Lorp made by fire, the fat with the 
breast, it shall he bring, that the 
breast may be waved for a wave of- 
fering before the Lorp. 31 And the 


priest shall burn the fat upon the 


altar: but the breast shall be Aaron’s 
and his sons’. 82 And the right 
shoulder shall ye give unto the priest 


for a heave offering of the sacrifices 


of your peace offerings. 33 He among 
the scns of Aaron, that offereth the 
blood of the peace offerings, and the 
fat, shall have the right shoulder for 
his part. 34 For the wave breast 
and the heave shoulder have I taken 
of the children of Israel from off the 
sacrifices of their peace offerings, 
and have given them unto Aaron the 
priest and unto his sons by a statute 
for ever from among the children of 
Israel. 


All this relates to the peace-offerings: it is 
the repetition and explication of what we had 
before, with various additions. 

I. The nature and intention of the peace- 
offerings are here more distinctly opened. 
They were offered either, 1. In thankfulness 
for some special mercy received, such as re- 
covery from sickness, preservation in a jour- 


— 
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ney, deliverance at sea, redemption out of 
captivity, all which are specified in Ps. cvii., 
and for them men are called upon to offer 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving, v. 22. Or, 2. 
In performance of some vow which a man 
made when he was in distress (v. 16), and 
this was less honourable than the former, 
though the omission of it would have been 
more culpable. Or, 3. In supplication for 
some special mercy which a man was in the 
pursuit and expectation of, here called a 
voluntary offering. This accompanied a 
man’s prayers, as the former did his praises. 
We do not find that men were bound by 
the law, unless they had bound themselves 
by vow, to offer these peace-offerings upon 
such occasions, as they were to bring their 
sacrifices of atonement in case of sin com- 
mitted. Not but that prayer and praise are 
as much our duty as repentance is; but here, 
in the expressions of their sense of mercy, 
God left them more to their liberty than in 
the expressions of their sense of sin—to try 
the generosity of their devotion, and that 
their sacrifices, being free-will offerings, 
might be the more laudable and acceptable ; 
and, by obliging them to bring the sacrifices 
of atonement, God would show the necessity 
of the great propitiation. 

II. The rites and ceremonies about the 
peace-offerings are enlarged upon. 

1. If the peace-offering was offered for a 
thanksgiving, a meat-offering must be offered 
with it, cakes of several sorts, and wafers 
(v. 12), and (which was peculiar to the peace- 
offerings) leavened bread must be offered, 
not to be burnt upon the altar, that was for- 
bidden (eh. ii. 11), but to be eaten with the 
flesh of the sacrifice, that nothing might be 
wanting to make it a complete and pleasant 
feast; for unleavened bread was less grateful 
to the taste, and therefore, though enjoined 
in the passover for a particular reason, yet 
in other festivals leavened bread, which was 
lighter and more pleasant, was appointed, 
that men might feast at God’s table as well 
as at their own. And some think that a 
meat-offering is required to be brought with 
every peace-offering, as well as with that of 
thanksgiving, by that law (v. 29) which re- 
quires an oblation with it, that the table 
might be as well furnished as the altar. 

2. The flesh of the peace-offerings, both 
that which was the priest’s share and that 
which was the offerer’s, must be eaten 
quickly, and not kept long, either raw, or 
dressed, cold. If it was a peace-offering for 
thanksgiving, it must be all eaten the same 
day (v. 15); if a vow, or voluntary offering, 
it must be eaten either the same day or the 
day after, v. 16. If any was left beyond the 
time limited, it was to be burnt (v. 17); and, 
if any person ate of what was so left their 
conduct should be animadyerted upon as a 
very high misdemeanour, v. 18. ‘Though 
they were not obliged to eat it in the holy 
place, as those offerings that are called most 
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holy, but might take it to their own tents 
and feast upon it there, yet God would by 
this law make them to know a difference be- 
tween that and other mcat, and religiously 
to observe it, that whereas they might keep 
other meat cold in the house as long as they 
thought fit, and warm it again if they pleased, 
and eat it three or four days after, they might 
not do so with the flesh of their peace-ofter- 
ings, but it must be eaten immediately. (1.) 
Because God would not have that holy flesh 
to be in danger of putrefying, or being fly- 
blown, to prevent which it must be salted 
with fire (as the expression is, Mark ix. 49) 
if it were kept; as, if it was used, it must be 
salted with sait. (2.) Because God would 
not have his people to be niggardly and 
sparing, and distrustful of providence, but 
cheerfully to enjoy what God gives them 
(Eccl. viii. 15), and to do good with it, and 
not to be anxiously solicitous for the morrow. 
(3.) The flesh of the peace-offerings was 
God’s treat, and therefore God would have 
the disposal of it; and he orders it to be 
used generously for the entertainment of 
their friends, and charitably for the relief of 
the poor, to show that he is a bountiful bene- 
factor, giving us all things richly to enjoy, the 
bread of the day in its day. If the sacrifice 
was a thanksgiving, they were especially 
obliged thus to testify their holy joy in God’s 
goodness by their holy feasting. This law 
is made very strict (w. 18), that if the offerer 
did not take care to have all his offering 
eaten by himself or his family, his friends 
or the poor, within the time limited by the 
law, or, in the event of any part being left, 
to burn it (which was the most decent way 
of disposing of it, the sacrifices upon the 
altar being consumed by fire), then his offer- 
ing should not be accepted, nor imputed to 
him. Note, All the benefit of our religious 
services is lost if we do not improve them, 
and conduct ourselves aright afterwards. 
They are not acceptable to God if they have 
not a due influence upon ourselves. If a 
man seemed generous in bringing a peace- 
offering, and yet afterwards proved sneaking 
and paltry in the using of it, it was as if he 
had never brought it; nay, it shall be an 
abomination. Note, There is no mean be- 
tween God's acceptance and his abhorrence. 
If our persons and performances are sincere 
and upright, they are accepted; if not, they 
are an abomination, Prov. xv. 8. He that 
eats it after the time appointed shall bear his 
iniquity, that is, he shall be cut off from his 
people, as it is explained (ch. xix. 8), where 
this law is repeated. This law of eating the 
peace-offerings before the third day, that 
they might not putrefy, is applicable to the 
resurrection of Christ after two days, that, 
being God’s holy one, he might not see cor- 
ruption, Ps. xvi. 10. And some think that 
it instructs us speedily, and without delay, to 
partake of Christ and his grace, feeding and 
feasting thereon by faith to-day, while it is 
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called to-duy (Heb. iii. 13, 14), for it will be 
too late shortly. 

3. But the flesh, and those that eat it, must 
be pure. (1.) The flesh must touch no un- 
clean thing ; if it did, it must not be eaten, 
but burnt, v. 19. If, in carrying it from the 
altar to the place where it was eaten, a dog 
touched it, or it touched a dead body or any 
other unclean thing, it was then unfit to be 
used in a religious feast. Every thing we 
honour the holy God with must be pure and 
carefully kept from all pollution. It is acase 
adjudged (Hag. ii. 12) that the holy flesh 
could not by its touch communicate holiness 
to what was common; but by this law it is 
determined that by the touch of that which 
was unclean it received pollution from it, 
which intimates that the infection of sin is 
more easily and more frequently communi- 
cated than the savour of grace. (2.) It must 
not be eaten by any unclean person. When 
a person was upon any account ceremonially 
unclean it was at his peril if he presumed to 
eat of the flesh of the peace-offerings, v. 20, 
21. Holy things are only for holy persons ; 
the holiness of the food being ceremonial, 
those were incapacitated to partake of it who 
lay under any ceremonial uncleanness; but 
we are hereby taught to preserve ourselves 
pure from all the pollutions of sin, that we 
may have the benefit and comfort of Christ’s 
sacrifice, 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. Our consciences 
must be purged from dead works, that we 
may be fit to serve the living God, Heb. ix. 14. 
But if any dare to partake of the table of the 
Lord under the pollution of sin unrepented of, 
and so profane sacred things, they eat and 
drink judgment to themselves, as those did 
that ate of the peace-offerings in their un- 
cleanness, 1 Cor. xi. 29. A good reason for 
the strictness of this law is intimated in the 
description given of the peace-offerings (v. 20) 
and again (v. 21), that they pertain unto the 
Lord: whatever pertains to the Lord is sacred, 
and must be used with great reverence and 
not with unhallowed hands. ‘* Be you holy, 
for God is holy, and you pertain to him.” 

4. The eating of blood and the fat of the 
mwards is here again prohibited; and the 
prohibition is annexed as before to the law of 
the peace-offerings, ch. iii. 17. (1.) The pro- 
hibition of the fat seems to be confined to 
those beasts which were used for sacrifice, 
the bullocks, sheep, and goats: but of the 
roe-buck, the hart, and other clean beasts, 
they might eat the fat; for those only of 
which offerings were brought are mentioned 
here, v. 23—25. ‘This was to preserve in 
their minds a reverence for God’s altar, on 
which the fat of the inwards was burnt. The 
Jews say, “If aman eat so much as an olive 
of forbidden fat—if he doit presumptuously, 
he is in danger of being cut off by the hand 
of God—if ignorantly, he is to bring a sin- 
offering, and so to pay dearly for his care- 
iessness.” ‘To eat of the flesh of that which 


died of itself, or was torn of beasts, was un- 
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lawful; but to eat of the fat of such was 
doubly unlawful, v. 24. (2.) The prohibi- 
tion of blood is more general (v. 26, 27), be- 
cause the fat was offered to God only by way 
of acknowledgment, but the blood made atone- 
ment for the soul, and so typified Christ’s 
sacrifice much more than the burning of the 
fat did; to this therefore a greater reverence 
must be paid, till these types had their ac- 
complishment in the offering up of the body 
of Christ once for all. The Jews rightly ex- 
pound this law as forbidding only the blood 
of the life, as they express it, not that which 
we call the gravy, for of that they supposed 
it was lawful to eat. 

5. The priest’s share of the peace-offerings 
is here prescribed. Out of every beast that 
was offered for a peace-offering the priest 
that offered it was to have to himself the 
breast and the right shoulder, v. 30—34. 
Observe here, (1.) That when the sacrifice 
was killed the offerer himself must, with his 
own hands, present God’s part of it, that he 
might signify thereby his cheerfully giving it 
up to God, and his desire that it might be 
accepted. He was with his own hands to 
lift it up, in token of his regard to God as 
the God of heaven, and then to wave it to 
and fro, in token of his regard to God as the 
Lord of the whole earth, to whom thus, as 
far as he could reach, he offered it, showing 
his readiness and wish to do him honour. 
Now that which was thus heaved and waved 
was the fat, and the breast, and the right 
shoulder, it was all offered to God; and then 
he ordered the fat to his altar, and the breast 
and shoulder to his priest, both being his 
receivers. (2.) That when the fat was burnt 
the priest took his part, on which he and his 
family were to feast, as well as the offerer 
and his family. In holy joy and thanks- 
giving, it is good to have our ministers to go 
before us, anid to be our mouth to God. The 
melody is sweet when he that sows and those 
that reap rejoice together. Some observe a 
significancy in the parts assigned to the 
priests: the breast and the shoulder intimate 
the affections and the actions, which must be 
devoted to the honour of God by all his 
people and to the service also of the church 
by all his priests. Christ, our great peace- 
offering, feasts all his spiritual priests with 
the breast and shoulder, with the dearest 
love and the sweetest and strongest supports ; 
for he is the wisdom of God and the power 
of God. When Saul was designed fora king 
Samuel ordered the shoulder of the peace- 
offering to be set before him (1 Sam. ix. 24), 
which gave him a hint of something great 
and sacred intended for him. Jesus Christ 
is our great peace-offering ; for he made him- 
self a sacrifice, not only to atone for sin, and 
so to save us from the curse, but to purchase 
a blessing for us, and all good. By our joy- 
fully partaking of the benefits of redemption 
we feast upon the sacrifice, to signify which 
the Lord’s supper was instituted. 
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VIII. Consecration of Aaron and his sons. 


35 This is the portion of the anoint-! the sin offering, and two rams, and a 


ing of Aaron, and of the anointing 
of his sons, out of the offerings of the 
Lorp made by fire, in the day when 
he presented them to minister unto 
the Lorp in the priest’s office; 36 
Which the Lorp commanded to be 
given them of the children of Israel, 
in the day that he anointed them, by 
a statute for ever throughout their 
generations. 37 This is the law of 
the burnt offering, of the meat offer- 
ing, and of the sin offering, and of the 
trespass offering, and of the consecra- 
tions, and of the sacrifice of the peace 
offerings; 38 Which the Lorp com- 
manded Moses in mount Sinai, in the 
day that he commanded the children 
of Israel to offer their oblations unto 


the Lorp, in the wilderness of Sinai. 

Here is the conclusion of these laws con- 
cerning the sacrifices, though some of them 
are afterwards repeated and explained. They 
are to be considered, 1. As a grant to the 
priests, v. 35, 36. In the day they were or- 
dained to that work and office this provision 
was made for their comfortable maintenance. 
Note, God wil! take care that those who are 
employed for him be well paid and well pro- 
vided for. Those that receive the anointing 
of the Spirit to minister unto the Lord shall 
have their portion, and it shall be a worthy 
portion, out of the offerings of the Lord; for 
God’s work is its own wages, and there is a 
present reward of obedience in obedience. 
2. Asa statute for ever to the people, that 
they should bring these offerings according 
to the rules prescribed, and cheerfully give 
the priests their share out of them. God 
commanded the children of Israel to offer their 
oblations, v. 38. Note, The solemn acts of 
religious worship are commanded. They are 
not things that we are left to our liberty in, 
and which we may do or not do at our plea- 
sure; but we are under indispensable obliga- 
tions to perform them in their season, and it 
is at our peril if we omit them. The ob- 
servance of the laws of Christ cannot be less 
necessary than the observance of the laws of 
Moses was. 

CHAP. VIII. 


This chapter gives us an account of the solemn consecration of 
Aaron and his sons to the priest’s office. I. It was done pnb- 
licly, and the congregation was called together to be witnesses 
of it, ver. I—4. ll. It was done exactly according to God's ap- 
pointment, ver. 5. 1. They were washed and dressed, ver. 6—9, 
13. 2. The tabernacle and the utensils of it were anointed, and 
then the priests, ver. J0—12. 3. A sin-offering was offered for 
them, ver. 14—17. 4. A burnt-otfering, ver. 1S—21. 5. The ram 
of consecration, ver, 22—30. 6. The continuance of this so- 
Iemnity for seven days, ver. 3], &c. 


Nae the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Take Aaron and his 
sons with him, and the garments, and 
the anointing oil, and a bullock for 


basket of unleavened bread: 3 And 


gather thou all the congregation to-. 


gether unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 4 And Moses 
did as the Lorp commanded him; 
and the assembly was gathered toge- 
ther unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 5 And Moses 
said unto the congregation, This is 
the thing which the Lorp commanded 
to be done. 6 And Moses brought 
Aaron and his sons, and washed them 
with water. 7 And he put upon him 
the coat, and girded him with the 
girdle, and clothed him with the robe, 
and put the ephod upon him, and he 
girded him with the curious girdle of 
the ephod, and bound ¿¢ unto him 
therewith. 8 And he put the breast- 
plate upon him: also he put in 
the breastplate the Urim and the 
Thummim. 9 And he put the mitre 
upon his head; also upon the mitre, 
even upon his forefront, did he put 
the golden plate, the holy crown; as 
the Lorp commanded Moses. 10 And 
Moses took the anointing oil, and 
anointed the tabernacle and all that 
was therein, and sanctified them. 11 
And he sprinkled thereof upon the 
altar seven times, and anointed the 
altar and all his vessels, both the laver 
and his foot, to sanctify them. 12 And 
he poured of the anointing oil upon 
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to 
sanctify him. 13 And Moses brought 
Aaron’s sons, and put coats upon 
them, and girded them with girdles, 
and put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 

God had given Moses orders to consecrate 
Aaron and his sons to the priests’ office, when 
he was with him the first time upon mount 
Sinai, Exod. xxviii. and xxix., where we have 
also the particular instructions he had how 
to do it. Now here we have, 

I. The orders repeated. What was there 
commanded to be done is here commanded 
to be done now, v. 2, 3. The tabernacle was 
newly set up, which, without the priests, 
would be as a candlestick without a candle; 
the law concerning sacrifices was newly given, 
but could not be observed without priests ; 
for, though Aaron and his sons had been 
nominated to the office, they could not offi- 
ciate, till they were consecrated, which yet 


must not be done till the place of their mi- 
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nistration was prepared, and the ordinances 
were instituted, that they might apply them- 
selves towork as soon as ever they were con- 
secrated, and might know thiat they were or- 
dained, not only to the honour and profit, 
but to the business of the priesthood. Aaron 
and his sons were near relations to Moses, 
and therefore he would not consecrate them 
till he had further orders, lest he should seem 
too forward to bring honour into his family. 

II. The congregation called together, at 
the door, that is, inthe court of the tabernacle, 
v. 4. The elders and principal men of the 
congregation, who represented the body of 
the people, were summoned to attend; for 
the court would hold but a few of the many 
thousands of Israel. It was done thus pub- 
licly, 1. Because it was a solemn transaction 
between God and Israel; the priests were to 
be ordained for men in things pertaining to 
God, for the maintaining ofa settled corre- 
spondence, and the negociating of all affairs 
between the people and God; and therefore 
it was fit that both sides should appear, to 
own the appointment, at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of meeting. 2. The spectators of 
the solemnity could not but be possessed, by 
the sight of it, with a great veneration for the 
priests and their office, which was necessary 
among a people so wretchedly prone as these 
were to envy and discontent. It was strange 
that any of those who were witnesses of what 
was here done should afterwards say, as some 
of them did, You take too much upon you, you 
sons of Levi ; but what would they have said 
if it had been done clandestinely? Note, It 
is very fit, and of good use, that ininisters 
should be ordained publicly, plebe presente— 
in the presence of the common people, accord- 
ing to the usage of the primitive church. 

LHI. The commission read, v. 5. Moses, 
who was God’s representative in this solem- 
nity, produced his orders before the congre- 
gation: This is the thing which the Lord 
commanded to be done. ‘Though God had 
crowned him king in Jeshurun, when he 
made his face to shine in the sight of all 
Israel, yet he did not institute or appoint 
any thing in God’s worship but what God 
himself had commanded. The priesthood he 
delivered to them was that which he had 
received from the Lord. Note, All that 
minister about holy things must have an eye 
to God’s command as their rule and warrant ; 
for it is only in the observance of this that 
they can expect to be owned and accepted of 
God. ‘Thus we must be able to say, in all 
acts of religious worship, This is the thing 
which the Lord commanded to be done. 

IV. The ceremony performed according 
to the divine ritual. 1. Aaron and his sons 
were washed with water (v. 6), to signify that 
they ought now to purify themselves from 
all sinful dispositions and inclinations, and 
ever after to kecp themselves pure. Christ 
washes those from their sins in his own blood 
whom he makes to our God kings and priests 
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(Rev. i. 5, 6); and those that draw near to 
God must be washed in pure water, Heb. x. 
22. Though they were ever so clean before, 
and no filth was to be seen upon them, yet 
they must be washed, to signify their purifi- 
cation from sin, with which their souls were 
polluted, how clean soever their bodies were. 
2. ‘They were clothed with the holy garments, 
Aaron with his (v. 7—9), which typified the 
dignity of Christ our great high priest, and 
his sons with theirs (v. 13), which typified 
the decency of Christians, who are spiritual 
priests. Christ wears the breast-plate of 
Judgment and the holy crown; for the 
church’s high priest is her prophet and king. 
All believers are clothed with the robe of 
righteousness, and girt with the girdle of 
truth, resolution, and close application; and 
their heads are bound, as the word here is, 
with the bonnet or diadem of beauty, the 
beauty of holiness. 3. The high priest was 
anointed, and, it should seem, the holy things 
were anointed at the same time ; some think 
that they were anointed before, but that the 
anointing of them is mentioned here because 
Aaron was anointed with the same oil with 
which they were anointed ; but the manner of 
relating it here makes it more than probable 
that it was done at the same time, and that the 
seven days employed in consecrating the altar 
were coincident with the seven days of the 
priests’ consecration. The tabernacle, and all 
its utensils, had some of the anointing oil put 
upon them with Moses’s finger (v. 10), so 
had the altar (v. 11); these were to sanctify 
the gold and the gift (Matt. xxiii. 17—19), 
and therefore must themselves be thus sanc- 
tified; but he poured it out more plentifully 
upon the head of Aaron (v. 12), so that it ran 
down to the skirts of his garments, because 
his unction was to typify the anointing of 
Christ with the Spirit, which was not given 
by measure to him. Yet all believers also 
have received the anointing, which puts an 
indelible character upon them, 1 John ii. 27. 

14 And he brought the bullock for 
the sin offering: and Aaron and his 
sons laid their hands upon the head 
of the bullock for the sin offering. 15 
And he slew z¢ ; and Moses took the 
blood, and put it upon the horns of 
the altar round about with his finger, 
and purified the altar, and poured the 
blood at the bottom of the altar, and 
sanctified it, to make reconciliation 
uponit. 16 And he took all the fat 
that was upon the inwards, and the 
caul above the liver, and the two kid- 
neys, and their fat, and Moses burned 
it upon the altar, 17 But the bul- 
lock, and his hide, his flesh, and his 
dung, he burnt with fire without the 


camp; as the Lorp commanded Mo- 
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ses. 18 And he brought the ram for 
the burnt offering: and Aaron and his 
sons laid their hands upon the head of 
the ram. 19 And he killed it; and 
Moses sprinkled the blood upon the 
altar round about. 20 And he cut 
the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt 
the head, and the pieces, and the fat. 
21 And he washed the inwards and the 
legs in water; and Moses burnt the 
whole ram upon the altar: it was a 
burnt sacrifice for a sweet savour, aad 
an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp; as the Lorp commanded Mo- 
ses. 22 And he brought the other 
ram, the ram of consecration: and 
Aaron and his sons laid their hands 
upon the head of the ram. 23 And he 
slew it; and Moses took of the blood 
of it, and put 7éupon the tip of Aaron’s 
right ear, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great toe of 
his right foot. 24 And he brought 
Aaron’s sons, and Moses put of the 
blood upon the tip of their nght ear, 
and upon the thumbs of their right 
hands, and upon the great toes of their 
right feet: and Moses sprinkled the 
blood upon the altar round about. 25 
And he took the fat, and the rump, 
and all the fat that was upon the in- 
wards, and the caul above the liver, 
and the two kidneys, and their fat, 
and the right shoulder: 26 And out 
of the basket of unleavened bread, 
that was before the Lorp, he took one 
unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled 
bread, and one wafer, and put them on 
the fat, and upon the right shoulder: 
27 And he put all upon Aaron’s hands, 
and upon his sons’ hands, and waved 
them for a wave offering before the 
Lorp. 28 And Moses took them from 
off their hands, and burnt them on 
the altar upon the burnt offering: they 
were consecrations for a sweet savour; 
it is an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp. 29 And Moses took the breast, 
and waved it for a wave offering be- 
fore the Lorp : for of the ram of con- 
secration it was Moses’ part; as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 30 And 
Moses took of the anointing oil, and 
of the blood which was upon the altar, 


CHAP. VIII. 


Consecration of Aaron and his sons. 


his garments, and upon his sons, and 
upon his sons’ garments with him; 
and sanctified Aaron, aud his gar- 
ments, and his sons, and his sons’ 
garments with him. 


The covenant of priesthood must be made 
by sacrifice, as well as other covenants, 
Ps. 1.5. And thus Christ was consecrated 
by the sacrifice of himself, once for all. 
Sacrifices of each kind must be offered for 
the priests, that they might with the more 
tenderness and concern offer the gifts and 
sacrifices of the people, with compassion on 
the ignorant, and on those that were out of 
the way, not insulting over those for whom 
sacrifices were offercd, remembering that they 
themselves had had sacrifices offered for them, 
being compassed with infirmity. 1. A bul- 
lock, the largest sacrifice, was offered for a 
sin-offering (v. 14), that hereby atonement 
might be made, and they might not bring 
any of the guilt of the sins of their former 
state into the new character they were now 
to put on. When Isaiah was sent to be a 
prophet, he was told to his comfort, Thy 
iniquity is taken away, Isa. vi.7. Ministers, 
that are to declare the remission of sins to 
others, should give diligence to get it made 
sure to themselves in the first place that their 
own sins are pardoned. ‘Those to whom is 
committed the ministry of reconciliation must 
first be reconciled to God themselves, that the: 
may deal for the souls of others as for their own. 
2. A ram was offered for a burnt-offering, v. 
18—21. By this they gave to God the glory of 
this great honour which was now put upon 
them, and returned him praise for it, as Paul 
thanked Christ Jesus for putting him into the 
ministry, 1 Tim. i. 12. They also signified 
the devoting of themselves and all their ser- 
vices to the honour of God. 3. Another 
ram, called the ram of consecration, was 
offered for a peace-offering, v. 22, &c. The 
blood of it was part put on the priests, on 
their ears, thumbs, and toes, and part sprinkled 
upon the altar; and thus he did (as it were) 
marry them to the altar, upon which they 
must all their days give attendance. All 
the ceremonies about this offering, as those 
before, were appointed by the express com- 
mand of God; and, if we compare this chap- 
ter with Exod. xxix., we shall find that the 
performance of the solemnity exactly agrees 
with the precept there, and in nothing va- 
ries. Here, therefore, as in the account 
we had of the tabernacle and its vessels, it is 
again and again repeated, As the Lord com- 
manded Moses. And thus Christ, when he 
sanctified himself with his own blood, had 
an eye to his Father’s will in it. As the 
Father gave me commandment so I do, John 
sony, Bg se HBS vi. 3S. 

31 And Moses said unto Aaron and 
to his sons, Boil the flesh at the door 


and sprinkled it upon Aaron,and upon! of the tabernacle of the congregation: 
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and there eat it with the bread that is 
in the basket of consecrations, as I 
commanded, saying, Aaron and his 
sons shall eat it. 32 And that which 
remaineth of the flesh and of the bread 
shall ye burn with fire. 33 And ye 
shall not go out of the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation in seven 
days, until the days of your consecra- 
tion be at an end: for seven days shall 
he consecrate you. 34 As he hath 
done this day, so the Lorp hath com- 
manded to do, to make an atonement 
for you. 35 Therefore shall ye abide 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 


congregation dayand night seven days, 


and keep the charge of the Lorp, 
that ye die not: for so I am com- 
manded. 36 So Aaron and his sons 
did all things which the Lorp com- 
manded by the hand of Moses. 


Moses, having donehis part of the ceremony, 
now leaves Aaron and his sons to do theirs. 
I. They must boil the flesh of their peace- 
offering, and eat it in the court of the taber- 
nacle, and what remained they must burn 
with fire, v. 31, 32. This signified their 
thankful consent to the consecration: when 
God gave Ezekiel his commission, he told 
him to eat the roll, Ezek. iii. 1, 2. 
II. They must not stir out of the court of 
the tabernacle for seven days, v. 33. The 
priesthood being a good warfare, they must 
thus learn to endure hardness, and to disen- 
tangle themselves from the affairs of this 
life, 2 Tim. ii. 3, 4. Being consecrated to 
their service, they must give themselves wholly 
to it, and attend continuadly to this very thing. 
Thus Christ’s apostles were appointed to wait 
for the promise of the Father, Actsi.4. During 
this time appointed for their consecration, 
they were daily to repeat the same sacrifices 
which were offered the first day, v.34. ‘This 
shows the imperfection of the legal sacrifices, 
which, because they could not take away sin, 
were often repeated (Heb. x. 1, 2), but were 
here repeated seven times (a number of per- 
fection), because they typified that one offer- 
ing, which perfected for ever those that were 
sanctified. The work lasted seven days; for 
it was a kind of creation: and this time was 
appointed in honour of the sabbath, which, 
probably, was the last day of the seven, for 
which they were to prepare during the six 
days. Thus the time of our life, like the six 
days, must be our preparation for the perfec- 
tion of our consecration to God in the ever- 
lasting sabbath: they attended day und night 
(v. 35), and so constant should we be in our 
meditation on God’s law, Ps. i. 2. They 
attended to keep the charge of the Lord: we 
have every one of us a charge to keep, an 
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eternal God to glorify, an immortal soul to 
provide for, needful duty to be done, our 
generation to serve ; and it must be our daily 
care to keep this charge, for it is the charge 
of the Lord our Master, who will shortly callus 
to an account about it, and it is at our utmost 
peril if we neglect it. Keep it that you die 
not ; it is death, eternal death, to betray the 
trust we are charged with ; by the considera- 
tion of this we must be kept in awe. Lastly, 
We are told (v. 36) that Aaron and his sons 
did all that was commanded. ‘Thus their 
consecration was completed; and thus they 
set an example before the people of an exact 
obedience to the laws of sacrifices now newly 
given, and then they could with the better 
grace teach them. Thus the covenant of 
peace (Num. xxv. 12), of life and peace 
(Mal. ii. 5), was made with Aaron and his 
sons; but after all the ceremonies that were 
used in their consecration there was one 
point of ratification which was reserved to be 
the honour and establishment of Christ’s 
priesthood, which was this, that they were 
made priests without an oath, but Christ with an 
oath (Heb. vii. 21), for neither such priests nor 
their pricsthood could continue, but Christ’s 
is a perpetual and unchangeable priesthood. 

Gospel ministers are compared to those 
who served at the altar, for they minister 
about holy things (1 Cor. ix. 13), they are 
God’s mouth to the people and the people’s 
to God, the pastors and teachers Christ has 
appointed to continue in the church to the 
end of the world: they seem to be meant in 
that promise whieh points at gospel times 
Usa. lxvi. 21), I will take of them for priests 
and for Levites. No man may take this 
honour to himself, but he who upon trial is 
found to be clothed and anointed by the 
Spirit of God with gifts and graces to qualify 
him for it, and who with purpose of heart 
devotes himself entirely to the service, and is 
then by the word and prayer (for so every 
thing is sanctified), and the imposition of the 
hands of those that give themselves to the 
word and prayer, set apart to the office, and 
recommended to Christ as a servant and to the 
church as a steward and guide. And those 
that are thus solemnly dedicated to God ought 
not to depart from his service, but faithfully to 
abide in it all their days; and those that do so, 
and continue labouring in theword and doctrine, 
are to be accounted worthy of double honour, 
double to that of the Old-Testament priests. 

CHAP. IX. 


Aaron and his sons, having been solemnly consecrated to the priest- 
hood, arc in this chapter entering upon the execution of their 
office, the very next day after their consecration was completed. 
l. Moses (no doubt by direction from God) appoints a meeting 
between God and his priests, as the representatives of his people,or- 
dering them to attend him, and assuring them that ne would appear 
to them, ver. I--7. 1l. The meeting is held according to the 
appointment. J. Aaron attends on Gd hy sacrifice, offering a 
sin-otfering and a burnt-offering for himself (ver. 8—14), and 
then the offerings for the people, whom he blessed in the name 
of the Lord, ver.15—22 2. God signifies his acceptance, (1.) of 
their persons, by shuwing them his glory, ver. 23. (2.) Of their 
sacrifices, by consuming them with fire from heaven, ver. 24. 


ND it came to pass on the eighth 
day, that Moses called Aaron 
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and his sons, and the elders of Israel; 
2 And he said unto Aaron, Take thee 
a young calf for a sin offering, and a 
ram for a burnt offering, without 
blemish, and offer them before the 
Lorp. 3 And unto the children of 
Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take 
ye a kid of the goats for a sin offer- 
ing; and a calf anda lamb, both of 
the first year, without blemish, for a 
burnt offering; 4 Also a bullock and 
aram for peace offerings, to sacrifice 
before the Lorp; and a meat offer- 
ing mingled with oil: for to day the 
Lorp will appear unto you. 5 And 
they brought that which Moses com- 
manded before the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and all the congrega- 
tion drew near and stood before the 
Lorp. 6 And Moses said, This zs the 
thing which the Lorp commanded 
that ye should do: and the glory of the 
Lor» shall appear unto you. 7 And 
Moses said unto Aaron, Go unto the 
altar, and offer thy sin offering, and 
thy burnt offering, and make an atone- 
ment for thyself, and for the people: 
and offer the offermg of the people, 
and make an atonement for them ; as 
the Lorp commanded. 


Orders are here given for another solem- 
nity upon the eighth day; for the newly- 
ordained priests were set to work immediately 
after the days of their consecration were 
finished, to let them know that they were not 
ordained to be idle: He that desires the office 
of a bishop desires a good work, which must 
be looked at with desire, more than the 
honour and benefit. ‘The priests had not so 
much as one day’s respite from service 
allowed them, that they might divert them- 
selves, and receive the compliments of their 
friends upon their elevation, but were busily 
employed the very next day ; for their conse- 
cration was the filling of their hands. God’s 
spiritual priests have constant work cut out for 
them, which the duty of every day requires ; 
and those that would give up their account 
with joy must redeem time ; see Ezek. xliii. 
26,27. Now, 1. Mosesraises theirexpectation 
of a glorious appearance of God to them this 
day (w. 4): “ To day the Lord will appear to 
you that are the priests.” And when all the 
congregation are gathered together, and stand 
hefore the Lord, he tells them (v. 6), The glory 
of the Lord shall appear to you. Though 
they had reason enough to believe God’s 
acceptance of all that they had done according 
to his appointment, upon the general assurance 
we have that he is the rewarder of those 
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that diligently seek him (even if he had not 
given them any sensible token of it), yet that 
if possible they and theirs might be effectually 
obliged to the service and worship of God, 
and might never turn aside to idols, the glory 
of God appeared to them, and visibly owned 
whattheyhaddone. Weare notnowtoexpect 
such appearances ; we Christians walk more 
by faith, and less by sight, than they did. 
But we may be sure that God draws nigh to 
those who draw nigh to him, and that the 
offerings of faith are really acceptable to him, 
though, the sacrifices being spiritual, the 
tokens of the acceptance are, as it is fit they 
should be, spiritual likewise. To those who 
are duly consecrated to God he will un- 
doubtedly manifest himself. 2. He puts both 
priests and people upon preparing to receive 
this favour which God designed them. Aaron 
and his sons, and the elders of Israel, are all 
summoned to attend, v. 1. Note, God will 
manifest himself in the solemn assemblies of 
his people and ministers; and those that 
would have the benefit and comfort of God’s 
appearances must in them give their attend- 
ance. (1.) Aaron is ordered to prepare his 
offerings: A young calf for a sin-offering, 
v. 2. The Jewish writers suggest that a calf 
was appointed for a sin-offering to remind 
him of his sin in making the golden calf, by 
which he had rendered himself for ever un- 
worthy of the honour of the priesthood, and 
which he had reason to reflect upon with 
sorrow and shame in all the atonements he 
made. (2.) Aaron must direct the people to 
get theirs ready. Hitherto Moses had told 
the people what they must do; but now 
Aaron, as high priest over the house of God, 
must be their teacher, in things pertaining to 
God: Unto the children of Israel thou shalt 
speak, v. 3. Now that he was to speak from 
them to God in the sacrifices (the language 
of which he that appointed them very well 
understood) he must speak from God to 
them in the laws about the sacrifices. Thus 
Moses would engage the people’s respect and 
obedience to him, as one that was set over 
them in the Lord, to admonish them. (3.) 
Aaron must offer his own first, and then the 
people’s, v. 7. Aaron must now go to the 
altar, Moses having shown him the way to 
it; and there, [1.] He must make an atone- 
meut for himself ; tor the high priest, being 
compassed with infirmity, ought, as for the 
people, so also for himself, to offer for sins 
(Heb. v. 2, 3), and for himself first ; for how 
can we expect to be accepted in our prayers 
for others, if we ourselves be not reconciled 
to God? Nor is any service pleasing to God 
till the guilt of sin be removed by our interest 
in the great propitiation. Those that have 
the care of the souls of others are also hereby 
taught to look to their own in the first place ; 
this charity must begin at home, though it 
must not end there. It is the charge to 
Timothy, to take care to save himself first, 
and then those that heard him, 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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The high priest made atonement for himself, 
as one that was joined with sinners ; but we 
have a high priest that was separated from 
sinners, and needed no atonement. When 
Messiah the prince was cut off as a sacrifice, 
it was not for himself; for he knew no sin. 
[2.] He must make au atonement for the 

eople, by offering their sacrifices. Now that 
te was made a high priest he must lay to 
heart the concerns of the people, and this as 
their great concern, their reconciliation to 
God, and the putting away of sin which had 
separated between them and God. He must 
make atonement as the Lord commanded. See 
here the wonderful condescension of the 
mercy of God, that he not only allows an 
atonement to be made, but commands it; not 
only admits, but requires us to be reconciled 
to him. No room therefore is left to doubt 
but that the atonement which is commanded 
will be accepted. 


8 Aaron therefore went unto the 
altar, and slew the calf of the sin 
offering, which was for himself. 9 And 
the sons of Aaron brought the blood 
unto him: and he dipped his finger 
in the blood, and put ¿t upon the horns 
of the altar, and poured out the blood 
at the bottom of the altar: 10 But 
the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul 
above the liver of the sin offering, he 
burnt upon the altar; as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 11 And the flesh 
and the hide he burnt with fire with- 
out the camp. 12 And he slew the 
burnt offering; and Aaron’s sons pre- 
sented unto him the blood, which he 
sprinkled round about upon the altar. 
13 And they presented the burnt of- 
feringunto him, withthe pieces thereof, 
and the head: and he burnt them upon 
the altar. 14 And he did wash the 
inwards and the legs, and burnt them 
upon the burnt offering on the altar. 
15 And he brought the people’s offer- 
ing, and took the goat, which was the 
sin offering for the people, and slew 
it, and offered it for sin, as the first. 
16 And he brought the burnt offering, 
and offered it according to the manner. 
17 And he brought the meat offering, 
and took a handful thereof, and burnt 
it upon the altar, beside the burnt 
sacrifice of the morning. 18 He slew 
also the bullock and the ram for a sa- 
crifice of peace offerings, which was 
for the people: and Aaron’s sons pre- 
sented unto him the blood, which he 
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sprinkled upon the altar round about, 
19 And the fat of the bullock and of 
the ram, the rump, and that which 
covereth the inwards,and the kidneys, 
and the caul above the liver: 20 And 
they put the fat upon the breasts, and 
he burnt the fat upon the altar: 21 
And the breasts and the right shoulder 
Aaron waved for a wave offering be- 
fore the Lorp; as Moses commanded. 
22 And Aaron lifted up his hand to- 
ward the people, and blessed them, 
and came down from offering of the 
sin offering, and the burnt offering, 
and peace offerings. 


These being the first offerings that ever 
were offered by the levitical priesthood, 
according to the newly-enacted law of sacri- 
fices, the manner of offering them is particu- 
larly related, that it might appear how ex- 
actly they agreed with the institution. 1. 
Aaron with his own hands slew the offering 
(v. 8), and did the work of the inferior priests ; 
for, great as he was, he must not think any 
service below him which he could do for the 
honour of God: and, as Moses had shown 
him how to do this work decently and dex- 
terously, so he showed his sons, that they 
might do likewise ; for this is the best way 
of teaching, and thus parents should instruct 
their children by example. ‘Therefore as 
Moses before, so Aaron now offered some of 
each of the several sorts of sacrifices that 
were appointed, whose rites differed, that 
they might be thoroughly furnished for every 
good work. 2. He offered these besides the 
burnt-sacrifice of the morning, which was 
every day offered first, v. 17. Note, Our 
accustomed devotions morning and evening, 
alone and in our families, must not be 
omitted upon any pretence whatsoever, no, 
not when extraordinary services are to be 
performed; whatever is added, these must 
not be diminished. 3. It is not clear whether, 
when it is said that he burnt such and such 
parts of the sacrifices upon the altar Ww. 
10—20), the meaning is that he burnt them 
immediately with ordinary fire, as formerly, 
or that he laid them upon the altar ready to 
be burnt with the fire from heaven which 
they expected (v. 24), or whether, as bishop 
Patrick thinks, he burnt the offerings for 
himself with ordinary fire, but when they were 
burnt out he laid the people’s sacrifices upon 
the altar, which were kindled and consumed 
by the fire of the Lord. I would rather con- 
jecture, because it is said of all these sacrifices 
that he burnt them (except the burnt-offering 
for the people, of which it is said that he 
offered it according to the manner (v. 16), 
which seems to be equivalent), that he did 
not kindle the fire to burn them, but that 
then the fire from the Lord fastened upon 
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them, put out the fire that he had kindled (as 
we know a greater fire puts out a less), and 
suddenly consumed the remainder, which the 
fire he had kindled would have consumed 
slowly. 4. When Aaron had done all that on 
his part was to be done about the sacrifices he 
liftedup his hand towards the people, and blessed 
them, v. 22. This was one part of the priest’s 
work, in which he was a type of Christ, who 
came into the world to bless us, and when he 
was parted from his disciples, at his ascension, 
lifted up his hands aud blessed them, and in 
them his whole church, of which they were 
the elders and representatives, as the great 
high priest of our profession. Aaron lifted 
up his hands in blessing them, to intimate 
whence he desired and expected the blessing 
to come, even from heaven, which is God’s 
throne. Aaron could but crave a blessing, it 
is God’s prerogative to command it. Aaron, 
when he had blessed, came down; Christ, 
when he blessed, went up. 


23 And Moses and Aaron went into 
the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and came out, and blessed the people : 
and the glory of the Lorp appeared 
unto all the people. 24 And there 
came a fire out from before the Lorp, 
and consumed upon the altar the 
burnt offering and the fat: which when 
all the people saw, they shouted, and 
fell on their faces. 


We are not told what Moses and Aaron 
went into the tabernacle to do, v. 23. Some 
of the Jewish writers say, “They went in to 
pray for the appearance of the divine glory ;” 
most probably they went in that Moses might 
-nstruct Aaron how to do the service that 
was to be done there—burn incense, light 
the lamps, set the show-bread, &c., that 
he might instruct his sons in it. But, when 
they came out, they both joined in blessing 
the people, who stood expecting the promised 
appearance of the divine glory; and it was 
now (when Moses and Aaron concurred in 
praying) that they had what they waited for. 
Note, God’s manifestations of himself, of his 
glory and grace, are commonly given in an- 
swer to prayer. When Christ was praying 
the heavens were opened, Luke iii. 21. The 
glory of God appeared, not while the sacri- 
fices were in offering, but when the priests 
prayed (as 2 Chron. v. 13), when they praised 
God, which intimates that the prayers and 
praises of God’s spiritual priests are more 
pleasing to God than all burnt-offerings and 
sacrifices. 

When the solemnity was finished, the 
blessing pronounced, and the congregation 
ready to be dismissed, in the close of the 
day, then God testified his acceptance, which 
gave them such satisfaction as was well worth 
waiting for. 

I. The glory of the Lord appeared unto all 
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the people, v.23. What the appearance of it 
was we are not told; no doubt it was such 
as carried its own evidence along with it. 
The glory which filled the tabernacle (Exod. 
xl. 34) now showed itself at the door of the 
tabernacle to those who attended there, as a 
prince shows himself to the expecting crowd, 
to gratify them. God hereby testified of their 
gifts, and showed them that he was worthy 
for whom they should do all this. Note, 
Those that diligently attend upon God in the 
way he has appointed shall have such a sight 
of his glory as shall be abundantly to their 
satisfaction. Those that dwell in God’s house 
with an eye of faith may behold the beauty of 
the Lord. 

II. There came a fire out from before the 
Lord, and consumed the sacrifice, v. 24. Here 
the learned bishop Patrick has a very pro- 
bable conjecture, that Moses and Aaron staid 
in the tabernacle till it was time to offer the 
evening sacrifice, which Aaron did, but it is 
not mentioned, because it was done of course, 
and it was this which the fire that came out 
from the Lord consumed. Whether this fire 
came from heaven, or out of the most holy 
place, or from that visible appearance of the 
glory of God which all the people saw, it 
was a manifest token of God’s acceptance of 
their service, as, afterwards, of Solomon’s 
sacrifice, 2 Chron. vii. 1, and Elijah’s, 1 Kings 
xviii. 38. 

1. This fire did consume (or, as the word 
is, eat up) the present sacrifice. And two 
ways this was a testimony of acceptance :—- 
(1.) It signified the turning away of God’s 
wrath from them. God’s wrath is a con- 
suming fire; this fire might justly have 
fastened upon the people, and consumed 
them for their sins; but its fastening upon 
the sacrifice, and consuming that, signified 
God’s acceptance of that as an atonement for 
the sinner. (2.) It signified God’s entering 
into covenant and communion with them: 
they ate their part of the sacrifice, and the 
fire of the Lord ate up his part; and thus 
he did, as it were, sup with them, aud they 
with him, Rev. iii. 20. 

2. This fire did, as it were, take possession 
of the altar. The fire was thus kindled in 
God’s house, which was to continue as long 
as the house stood, as we read before, ch. vi. 
13. This also was a figure of good things 
to come. The Spirit descended upon the 
apostles in fire (Acts ii. 3), so ratifying their 
commission, as this spoken of here did the 
priests’. And the descent of this holy fire 
into our souls to kindle in them pious and 
devout affections towards God, and such a 
holy zeal as burns up the flesh and the lusts 
of it, is a certain token of God’s gracious ac- 
ceptance of our persons and performances. 
That redounds to God’s glory which is the 
work of his own grace in us. Hereby we 
know that we dwell in God, and God in us, 
because he hath thus given us of his Spirit, 1 
John iv. 13. Now henceforward, (1.) All 
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theirsacrifices and incense must be offered 
with this fire. Note, Nothing goes to God 
but what comes from him. We must have 
grace, that holy fire, from the God of grace, 
else we cannot serve him acceptably, Heb. xii. 
28. (2.) The priests must keep it burning 
with a constant supply of fuel, and the fuel 
must be wood, the cleanest of fuel. Thus 
those to whom God has given grace must 
take heed of quenching the Spirit. 

III. We are here told how the people were 
affected with this discovery of God’s glory 
and grace; they received it, 1. With the 
highest joy: They shouted; so stirring up 
themselves and one another toa holy triumph, 
in the assurance now given them that they 
had God nigh unto them, which is spoken of 
the grandeur of their nation, Deut. iy. 7. 
2. With the lowest reverence: They fell on 
their faces, humbly adoring the majesty of 
that God who vouchsafed thus to manifest 
himself to them. That is a sinful fear of God 
which drives us from him; a gracious fear 
makes us bow before him. Very good im- 
pressions were made upon their minds for 
the present, but they soon wore off, as those 
commonly do which are made by that which 
is only sensible ; while the influences of faith 
are durable. 

CHAP, Xx. 


The story of this chapter is as sad an interruption to the amstitn- 
tions of the levitical law as that of the goldeu calf was to the ac- 
count of the erecting of the tabernacle. Here is, 1. The sin and 
death of Nadah and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, ver. 1,2. I. 
The quieting of Aaron under this sore afiliction, ver. 3. 111. Or- 
ders given and observed about the funeral and mourning, ver. 
4—7. 1V. A command to the priests not to drink wine when 
they went in to minister, ver.S—ll. V. The care Moses took 
that they should go ou with their work, notwithstanding the 
agitation produced hy this event, ver. 12, &c. 


ire Nadab and Abihu, the sons 
of Aaron, took either of them his 
censer, and put fire therein, and put 
incense thereon, and offered strange 
fire before the Lorp, which he com- 
manded them not. 2 And there went 
out fire from the Lorp, and de- 
voured them, and they died before 


the Lorn. 

Here is, I. The great sin that Nadab and 
Abihu were guilty of: and a great sin we 
must call it, how little soever it appears in 
our eye, because it is evident by the punish- 
ment of it that ıt was highly provoking to 
the God of heaven, whose judgment, we are 
sure, is according to truth. But what was 
their sin? All the account here given of it 
is that they offered strange fire before the 
Lord, which he commanded them not (v. 1), 
and the same Num. iii. 4. 1. It does not 
appear that they had any orders to burn in- 
cense at all at this time. It is true their con- 
secration was completed the day before, and 
it was part of their work, as priests, to serve 
at the altar of incense; but, it should seem, 
the whole service of this solemn day of in- 
auguration was to be performed by Aaron 
himself, for he slew the sacrifices (ch. ix. 8, 
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15, 18), and his sons were only to attend 
him (w. 9, 12, 18); therefore Moses and 
Aaron only went into the tabernacle, v. 23. 
But Nadab and Abihu were so proud of the 
honour they were newly advanced to, and so 
ambitious of doing the highest and most 
honourable part of their work immediately, 
that though the service of this day was ex- 
traordinary, and done by particular di- 
rection from Moses, yet without receiving 
orders, or so much as asking leave from him, 
they took their censers, and they would enter 
into the tabernacle, at the door of which they 
thought they had attended long enough, and 
would burn incense. And then their offering 
strange fire is the same with offering strange 
incense, which is expressly forbidden, Exod. 
xxx. 9. Moses, we may suppose, had the 
custody of the incense which was prepared 
for this purpose (Exod. xxxix. 38), and they, 
doing this without his leave, had none of the 
incense which should have been offered, but 
common incense, so that the smoke of their 
incense came from a strange fire. God had 
indeed required the priests to burn incense, 
but, at this time, it was what he commanded 
them not; and so their crime was like that 
of Uzziah the king, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16. The 
priests were to burn incense only when zt 
was their lot (Luke i. 9), and, at this time, it 
was not theirs. 2. Presuming thus to burn 
ineense of their own without order, no mar- 
vel that they made a further blunder, and in- 
stead of taking of the fire from the altar, which 
was newly kindled from before the Lord and 
which henceforward must be used in offering 
both sacrifice and incense (Rev. viii. 5), they 
took common fire, probably from that with 
which the flesh of the peace-offerings was 
boiled, and this they made use of in burning 
incense; not being holy fire, it is called 
strange fire; and, though not expressly for- 
bidden, it was crime enough that God com- 
manded it not. For (as bishop Hall well ob- 
serves here) “ It is a dangerous thing, in the 
service of God, to decline from his own in- 
stitutions; we have to do with a God who is 
wise to prescribe his own worship, just to 
require what he has prescribed, and powerful 
to revenge what he has not prescribed.” 3. 
Incense was always to be burned by only 
one priest at a time, but here they would 
both go in together to do it. 4. They did it 
rashly, and with precipitation. They snatched 
their censers, so some read it, in a light care- 
less way, without due reverence and serious- 
ness: when all the people fell upon their 
faces, before the glory of the Lord, they 
thought the dignity of their office was such 
as to exempt them from such abasements. 
The familiarity they were admitted to bred a 
contempt of the divine Majesty; and now 
that they were priests they thought they 
might do what they pleased. 5. There 1s 
reason to suspect that they were drunk when 
they did it, because of the law which was given 
upon this occasion, v. 8. They had been 
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feasting upon the peace-offerings, and the | laid that honour in the dust which they were 


drink-offerings that attended them, and so 
their heads wcre light, or, at least, their 
hearts were merry with wine; they drank and 
Jorgot the law (Prov. xxxi. 5) and were guilty 
of this fatal miscarriage. 6. No doubt it was 
done presumptuously ; for, if it had been 
done through ignorance, they would have 
been allowed the benefitof the law lately made, 
even for the priests, that they should bring a 
sin-offering, ch. iv. 2, 3. But the soul that 
doth aught presumptuously, and in contempt 
of God’s majesty, authority, and justice, that 
soul shail be cut of, Num. xy. 30. 

il. The dreadful punishment of this sin: 
There went out fire from the Lord, and de- 
voured them, v. 2. ‘This fire which consumed 
the sacrificers came the same way with that 
which had consumed the sacrifices (ch. ix. 
24), which showed what justice would have 
done to all the guilty people if infinite mercy 
had not found and accepted a ransom ; and, 
if that fire struck such an awe upon the 
people, much more would this. 

1. Observe the severity of their punish- 
ment. (1.) They died. Might it not have 
sufficed if they had been only struck with a 
leprosy, as Uzziah, or struck dumb, as Ze- 
chariah, and both by the altar of incense? 
No; they were both struck dead. The wages 
of this sin was death. (2.) They died sud- 
denly, in the very act of their sin, and had 
not time so much as to cry, “ Lord, have 
mercy upon us!” ‘Though God is long- 
suffering to us-ward, yet sometimes he makes 
quick work with sinners; sentence is exe- 
cuted speedily: presumptuous sinners bring 
upon themselves a swift destruction, and are 
justly denied even space to repent. (3.) They 
died before the Lord ; that is, before the veil 
that covered the mercy-seat; for even mercy 
itself will not suffer its own glory to be af- 
fronted. ‘Those that sinned before the Lord 
died before him. Damned sinners are said 
to be tormented in the presence of the Lamb, 
intimating that he does not interpose on 
their behalf, Rev. xiv. 10. (4.) They died by 
Jire, as by fire they sinned. They slighted the 
fire that came from before the Lord to con- 
sume the sacrifices, and thought other fire 
would do every jot as well; and now God 
justly made them feel the power of that fire 
which they did not reverence. ‘Thus those 
that hate to be refined by the fire of divine 
grace will undoubtedly be ruined by the fire 
of divine wrath. The fire did not burn them 
to ashes, as it had done the sacrifices, nor so 
much as singe their coats (v. 5), but, like 
lightning, struck them dead in an instant: 
by these different effects of the same fire 
God would show that it was no common fire, 
but kindled dy the breath of the Almighty, 
Isa. xxx. 33. (5.) It is twice taken notice of 
in scripture that they died childless, Num. 
ii. 4, and 1 Chron. xxiv. 2. By their pre- 
sumption they had reproached God’s name, 
and God justly blotted out their names, and 


proud of. 

2. But why did the Lord deal thus severely 
with them? Were they not the sons of 
Aaron, the saint of the Lord, nephews to 
Moses, the great favourite of heaven? Was 
not the holy anointing oil sprinkled upon 
them, as men whom God had set apart for 
himself? Had they not diligently attended 
during the seven days of their consecration, 
and kept the charge of the Lord, and might 
not that atone for this rashness? Would it 
not excuse them that they were young men, 
as yet unexperienced in these services, that 
it was the first offence, and done in a trans- 
port of joy for their elevation? And besides, 
never could men be worse spared: a great 
deal of work was now lately cut out for the 
priests to do, and the priesthood was con- 
fined to Aaron and his seed: he has but four 
sons; if two of them die, there will not be 
hands enough to do the service of the taber- 
nacle ; if they die childless, the house of 
Aaron will become weak and little, and the 
priesthood will be in danger of being lost for 
want of heirs. But none of all these con- 
siderations shall serve either to excuse the 
offence or bring off the offenders. For, (1.) 
The sin was greatly aggravated. It was a 
manifest contempt of Moses, and ‘the divine 
law that was given by Moses. Hitherto it 
had been expressly observed concerning 
every thing that was done that they did it as 
the Lord commanded Moses, in opposition to 
which it is here said they did that which the 
Lord commanded them not, but they did it of 
their own heads. God was now teaching his 
people obedience, and to do every thing by 
rule, as becomes servants; for priests there- 
fore to break rules and disobey was such a 
provocation as must by no means go un- 
punished. Their character made their sin 
more exceedingly sinful. For the sons of 
Aaron, his eldest sons, whom God had chosen 
to be immediate attendants upon him, for 
them to be guilty of such a piece of pre- 
sumption, it cannot be suffered. There was 
in their sin a contempt of God’s glory, which 
had now newly appeared in fire, as if that 
fire were needless, they had as good of their 
own before. (2.) Their punishment was a 
piece of necessary justice, now at the first 
settling of the ceremonial institutions. It is 
often threatened in the law that such and 
such offenders should be cut off from the 
people; and here God explained the threat- 
ening with a witness. Now that the laws 
concerning sacrifices were newly made, lest 
any should be tempted to think lightly of 
them because they descended to many cir- 
cumstances which seemed very minute, these 
that were the first transgressors were thus 
punished, for warning to others, and to show 
how jealous God is in the matters of his 
worship. ‘Thus he magnified the law and 
made it honourable ; and let his priests know 
that the caution which so often occurs in the 
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laws concerning them, that they must do so 
that they die not, was not a mere bugbear, 
but fair warning of their danger, if they did 
the work of the Lord negligently. And no 
doubt this exemplary piece of justice at first 
prevented many irregularities afterwards. 
Thus Ananias and Sapphira were punished, 
when they presumed to lie to the Holy 
Ghost, that newly-descended fire. (3.) As 
the people’s falling into idolatry, presently 
after the moral law was given, shows the 
weakness of the law and its insufficiency to 
take away sin, so the sin and punishment of 
these priests show the imperfection of that 
priesthood from the very beginning, and its 
inability to shelter any from the fire of God’s 
wrath otherwise than as it was typical of 
Christ’s priesthood, in the execution of which 
there never was, nor can be, any irregularity, 
or false step taken. 

3 Then Moses said unto Aaron, 
This zs it that the Lorp spake, say- 
ing, I will be sanctified in them that 
come nigh me, and before all the 
people I will be glorified. And Aaron 
held his peace. 4 And Moses called 
Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of 
Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said 
unto them, Come near, carry your 
brethren from before the sanctuary 
out of the camp. 5 So they went near, 
and carried them in their coats out of 
the camp; as Moses had said. 6 And 
Moses said unto Aaron, and unto 
Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons, 
Uncover not your heads, neither rend 
your clothes; lest ye die, and lest 
wrath come upon all the people: but 
let your brethren, the whole house of 
Israel, bewail the burning which the 
Lorp hath kindled. 7 And ye shall 
not go out from the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, lest ye 
die : for the anointing oil of the Lorp 
is upon you. And they did according 
to the word of Moses. 

We may well think that when Nadab and 
Abihu were struck with death all about them 
were struck with horror, and every face, as 
well as theirs, gathered blackness. Great 
consternation, no doubt, seized them, and 
they were all full of confusion ; but, what- 
ever the rest were, Moses was composed, 
and knew what he said and did, not being 
displeased, as David was in a like case, 2 
Sam. vi. 8. But though it touched him in 
a very tender part, and was a dreadful damp 
to one of the greatest joys he ever knew, yet 
he kept possession of his own soul, and took 
care to keep good order and a due decorum 
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I. He endeavours to pacify Aaron, and to 
keep him in a good frame under this sad dis- 
peusation, v. 3. Moses was a brother that 
was born for adversity, and has taught us, 
by his example, with seasonable counsels and 
comforts to support the weak, and strengthen 
the feeble-minded. Observe here, 

1. What it was that Moses suggested to 
his poor brother upon this occasion: This is 
it that the Lord spoke. Note, The most 
quieting considerations under affliction are 
those that are fetched from the word of God. 
So and so the Lord hath said, and it is not 
for us to gainsay it. Note, also, In all God’s 
providences it 1s good to observe the fulfilling 
of scripture, and to compare God’s word and 
his works together, which if we do we shall 
find an admirable harmony and agreement 
between them, and that they mutually ex- 
plain and illustrate each other. But, (1.) 
Where did God speak this? We do not find 
the very words ; but to this purport he had 
said (Exod. xix. 22), Let the priests who come 
near to the Lord sanctify themselves, lest the 
Lord break forth upon them. Indeed the 
whole scope and tenour of his law spoke 
this, that being a holy God, and a sovereign 
Lord, he must always be worshipped with 
holiness and reverence, and exactly according 
to his own appointment; and, if any jest 
with him, it is at their peril. Much had 
been said to this purport, as Exod. xxix. 43, 
44; xxxiv. 14; ch. vill. 35. (2) What was 
it that God spoke? It was this (the Lord by 
his grace speak it to all our hearts!) I will 
be sanctified in those that come nigh me, who- 
ever they are, and before all the people I will 
be glorified. Note, First, Whenever we wor- 
ship God, we come nigh unto him, as spi- 
ritual priests. This consideration ought to 
make us very reverent and serious in all acts 
of devotion, that in them we approach to 
God, and present ourselves before him. Se- 
condly, It concerns us all, when we come 
nigh to God, to sanctify him, that is, to give 
him the praise of his holiness, to perform 
every religious exercise as those who believe 
that the God with whom we have to dois a 
holy God, a God of spotless purity and tran- 
scendent perfection, Isa. viii. 13. Thirdly, 
When we sanctify God we glorify him, for 
his holiness is his glory; and, when we 
sanctify him in our solemn assemblies, we 
glorify him before all the people, confessing 
our own belief of his glory and desiring that 
others also may be affected with it. Fourthly, 
If God be not sanctified and glorified by us, 
he will be sanctified and glorified upon us. 
He will take vengeance on those that pro- 
fane his sacred name by trifling with him. 
If his rent be not paid, it shall be distrained 
for. (3.) But what was this to the present 
case? What was there in this to quiet 
Aaron? Two things:—[1.] This must 
silence him, that his sons deserved their 
death; for they were thus cut off from their 
people because they did not sanctify and 
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glorify God. The acts of necessary justice, 
how hard soever they may seem to bear upon 
the persons concerned, are not to be com- 
plained of, but submitted to. [2.] This 
must satisfy him, that the death of his sons 
redounded to the honour of God, and his 
impartial justice would for it be adored 
throughout all ages. 

2. What good effects this had upon him: 
Aaron held his peace, that is, he patiently 
submitted to the holy will of God in this sad 
providence, was dumb, and opened not his 
mouth, because God did it. Something he 
was ready to say by way of complaint (as 
losers think they may have leave to speak), 
but he wisely suppressed it, Zeid his hand 
upon his mouth, and said nothing, for fear 
lest he should offend with his tongue, now 
that his heart was hot within hin. Note, (1.) 
When God corrects us or ours for sin, it is 
our duty to be silent under the correction, 
not to quarrel with God, arraign his justice, 
or charge him with folly, but to acquiesce in 
all that God does; not only bearing, but ac- 
cepting, the punishment of iniquity, and 
saying, as Eli, in a case not much unlike 
this, It is the Lord, let him do what seemeth 
him good, 1 Sam. ili. 18. If our children 
have sinned against God (as Bildad puts the 
case, Job viii. 4), and he have cast them away 
for their transgression, though it must needs 
be grievous to think that the children of 
our love should be the children of God’s 
wrath, yet we must awfully adore the divine 
justice, and make no exceptions against its 
processes. (2.) The most effectual argu- 
ments to quiet a gracious spirit under afflic- 
tions are those that are fetched from God’s 
glory; this silenced Aaron. It is true he is 
a loser in his comforts by this severe execu- 
tion, but Moses has shown him that God is 
a gainer in his glory, and therefore he has 
not a word to say against it: if God be 
sanctified, Aaron is satisfied. Far be it from 
him that he should honour his sons more 
than God, or wish that God’s name, or house, 
or law, should be exposed to reproach or 
contempt for the preserving of the reputa- 
tion of his family. No; now, as well as in 
the matter of the golden calf, Levi does not 
acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own 
children ; and therefore they shall teach 
Jacob thy judgments, and Israel thy law, 
Deut. xxxiii. 9, 10. Ministers and their 
families are sometimes exercised with sore 
trials that they may be examples to the be- 
lievers of patience and resignation to God, 
and they may comfort others with that with 
which they themselves have been comforted. 

II. Moses gives orders about the dead 
bodies. It was not fit that they should be 
left to lie where they fell; yet their own 
father and brethren, the amazed spectators 
of this dismal tragedy, durst not offer to lift 
them up, no, not to see whether there was 
any life left in them; they must neither be 
diverted from nor unfitted for the great work 
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that was now upon their hands. Let the 
dead bury their dead, but they must go on 
with their service; that is, “ Rather let the 
dead be unburied, if there be nobody else to 
do it, than that work for God should be left. 
undone by those whom he has called to it.” 
But Moses takes care of this matter, that 
though they died by the hand of justice in 
the act of sin, yet they should be decently 
buried, and they were so,"v. 4, 5. 1. Some 
of their nearest relations were employed in 
it, who were cousins-german to their father, 
and are here named, who would perform this 
office with tenderness and respect. ‘They 
were Levites only, and might not have come 
into the sanctuary, no, not upon such an oc- 
casion as this, if they had not had a special 
command for it. 2. They carried them out 
of the camp to be buried, so far were they 
from burying them in the place of worship, 
or the court of it, according to our modern 
usage, though they died there, that they did 
not bury them, nor any of their dead, within 
the lines of their camp; as afterwards their 
burying places were out of their cities. ‘The 
tabernacle was pitched in the midst of the 
camp, so that they could not carry these 
dead priests to their graves without carrying 
them through one of the squadrons of the 
camp; and doubtless it was a very awful 
affecting sight to the people. ‘The names ot 
Nadab and Abihu had become very great 
and honourable among them; none more 
talked of, nor more expected to appear 
abroad after the days of their consecration, 
to receive the honours and caresses of the 
crowd, whose manner it is to adore the rising 
sun; and next to Moses and Aaron, who 
were old and going off, Nadab and Abihu 
(who had been in the mount with God, Exod. 
xxiv. 1) were looked upon as the great fa- 
vourites of heaven, and the hopes of their 
people; and now on a sudden, when the 
tidings of the event had scarcely reached 
their ears, to see them both carried out dead, 
with the visible marks of divine vengeance 
upon them, as sacrifices to the justice of God, 
they could not choose but ery out, Who is 
able to stand before this holy Lord God? 
1 Sam. vi. 20. 3. They carried them out 
(and probably buried them) in their coats, 
the garments of their priesthood, which they 
had lately put on, and perhaps were too 
proud of. ‘Thus the impartiality of God’s 
justice was proclaimed, and all the people 
were made to know that even priests’ gar- 
ments would not protect an offender from 
the wrath of God. And it was easy to argue, 
“ If they escape not when they transgress, 
can we expect to go unpunished? And the 
priests’ clothes being so soon made grave- 
clothes might intimate both that the law 
worketh death, and that in process of time 
that priesthood itself should be abolished 
and buried in the grave of the Lord Jesus. 

III. He gives directions about the mourn- 
ing. 
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Cautions to the priests 


1. That the priests must not mourn. 
Aaron and his two surviving sons, though 
sad in spirit, must not use any outward ex- 
pressions of sorrow upon this sad occasion, 
nor so much as follow the corpse one step 
from the door of the tabernacle, v. 7. It 
was afterwards forbidden to the high priest 
to use the ceremonies of mourning for the 
death of any friend whatsoever, though it 
were a father or mother (ch. xxi. 11); yet it 
was allowed at the same time to the inferior 
priests to mourn for their near relations, v. 
2,3. But here it was forbidden both to 
Aaron and his sons, because, (1.) They were 
now actually in waiting, doing a great work, 
which must by no means cease (Neh. vi. 3); 
and it was very much for the honour of God 
that their attendance on him should take 
place of their respects to their nearest rela- 
tions, and that all services should give way 
to those of their ministry. By this they 
must make it to appear that they had a 
greater value and affection for their God and 
their work than for the best friend they had 
in the world; as Christ did, Matt. xii. 47, 48. 
And we are hereby taught, when we are 
serving God in holy duties, to keep our minds, 
as much as may be, intent and engaged, and 
not to suffer them to be diverted by any 
worldly thoughts, or cares, or passions. Let 
us always attend upon the Lord without dis- 
traction. (2.) Their brethren were cut off 
for their transgression by the immediate 
hand of God, and therefore they must not 
mourn for them lest they should seem to 
countenance the sin, or impeach the justice 
of God in the punishment. Instead of ia- 
menting their own loss, they must be wholly 
taken up in applauding the sentence, and 
subscribing to the equity of it. Note, The 
public concerns of God’s glory ought to he 
nearer our hearts than any private affections 
of our own. Observe, How Moses frightens 
them into this submission, and holds the rod 
over them to still their crying (w. 6): ‘ Lest 
you die likewise, and lest wrath come upon all 
the people, who may be in danger of suffer- 
ing for your irreverence, and disobedience, 
and ungoverned passions ;” and again (v. 7), 
lest you die. See here what use we are to 
make of the judgments of God upon others; 
we must double our guard over ourselves, 
lest we likewise perish. The death, especially 
the sudden death, of others, instead of 
moving our passion, should compose us into 
a holy reverence of God, a cautious separa- 
tion from all sin, and a serious expectation 
of our own death. ‘The reason given them is 
because the anointing oil of your God is upon 
you, the honour of which must be carefully 
preserved by your doing the duty of your 
office with cheerfulness. Note, Those that 
through grace have received the anointing 
ought not to disturb themselves with the 
sorrow of the world, which worketh death. It 
was very hard, no doubt, for Aaron and his 
sons to restrain themselves upon such an 
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extraordinary occasion from inordinate grief, 
but reason and grace mastered the passıon, 
and they bore the affliction with an obedient 
patience: They did according to the word of 
Moses, because they knew it to he the word 
of God. Happy those who thus are them- 
selves under God’s government, and have 
their passions under their own government. 

2. The people must mourn: Let the whole 
house of Israel bewail the burning which the 
Lord has kindled. The congregation must 
lament, not only the loss of their priests, but 
especially the displeasure of God which ap- 
peared in it. They must bewail the burning 
that was kindled, that it might not burn 
further. Aaronand his sons were in danger 
of being too much affected with the pro- 
vidence, and therefore they are forbidden to 
mourn: the house of Israel were in danger 
of being too little affected with it, and there- 
fore they are commanded to lament. ‘Thus 
nature must always be governed by grace, 
according as it needs to be either constrained 
or restrained. 

S And the Lorp spake unto Aaron, 
saying, 9Do not drink winenor strong 
drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, 
when ye go into the tabernacle of the 
congregation, lest ye die: it shall be 
a statute for ever throughout your ge- 
nerations: 10 And that ye may put 
difference between holy and unholy, 
and between unclean and clean; 11 
And that ye may teach the children 
of Israel all the statutes which the 
Lorp hath spoken unto them by the 
hand of Moses. 

Aaron having been very observant of what 
God said to him by Moses, now God does 
him the honour to speak to him immediately 
(v. 8): The Lord spoke unto Aaron, and the 
rather because what was now to be said 
Aaron might perhaps have taken amiss from 
Moses, as if he had suspected him to have 
been a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber, so 
apt are we to resent cautions as accusations ; 
therefore God saith it himself to him, Do not 
drink wine, nor strong drink, when you go into 
the tabernacle, and this at their peril, lest you 
die, v. 9. Probably they had seen the ill 
effect of it in Nadab and Abihu, and there- 
fore must take warning by them. Observe 
here, 1. The prohibition itself: Do not drink 
wine nor strong drink. At other times they 
were allowed it (it was not expected that 
every priest should bea Nazarite), but during 
the time of their ministration they were for- 
bidden it. ‘This was one of the laws in 
Ezekieľs temple (Ezek. xiiv. 21), and so it is 
required of gospel ministers that they be not 
given to wine, 1 Tim. iti. 3. Note, Drunken- 
ness is bad in any, but it is especially scan- 
dalous and pernicious in ministers, who of all 
men ought to have the clearest heads and 


B. €. 1490. 


the cleanest hearts. 2 The penalty annexed 
to the prohibition : Lest you die; lest you 
die when you are in drink, and so that day 
come upon you unawares, Luke xxi. 34. Or, 
“ Lest you do that which will make you liable 
to be cut off by the hand of God.” The 
danger of death we are continually in should 
engage us to be sober, 1 Pet. iv. 7. Itisa 
pity that it should ever be used for the sup- 
port of licentiousness, as it is by those who 
argue, Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die. 3 The reasons assigned for this 
prohibition. ‘They must needs be sober, else 
they could not duly discharge their office ; 
they will be in danger of erring through wine, 
Isa. xxviii. 7. They must be sure to keep 
sober, (1.) That they might themselves be 
able to distinguish, in their ministrations, 
between that which was sacred and that which 
was common, and might never confound 
them, v.10. It concerns the Lord’s ministers 
to put a difference between holy and unholy, 
both thirgs and persons, that they may sepa- 
rate between the precious and the vile, Jer. xv. 
19. (2.) That they might be able to teach 
the people (v. 11), for that was a part of the 
priests’ work (Deut. xxxiii. 10); and those 
that are addicted to drunkenness are very 
unfit to teach people God’s statutes, both 
because those that live after the flesh can 
have no experimental acquaintance with the 
things of the Spirit, and because such teachers 
pull down with one hand what they build up 
with the other. 

12 And Moses spake unto Aaron, 
and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, 
his sons that were left, Take the meat 
offering that remaineth of the offerings 
of the Lorp made by fire, and eat it 
without leaven beside the altar: for it 
is most holy: 13 And ye shall eat it 
in the holy place, because it is thy due, 
and thy sons’ due, of the sacrifices of 
the Lorp made by fire: for so I am 
commanded. 14 And the wave breast 
and heave shoulder shall ye eat in 
a clean place; thou, and thy sons, and 
thy daughters with thee: for they be 
thy due, and thy sons’ due, which are 
given out of the sacrifices of peace 
offerings of the children of Israel. 15 
The beave shoulder and the wave 
breast shall they bring with the offer- 
ings made by fire of the fat, to wave 
it for a wave offering before the Lorn, 
and it shall be thine, and thy sons’ 
with thee, by a statute for ever; as the 
Lorp hath commanded. 16 And Mo- 
ses diligently sought the goat of the 
sin offering, and, behold, it was burnt: 
and he was angry with Eleazar and 
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Ithamar, the sons of Aaron which were 
left alive, saying, 17 Wherefore have 
ye not eaten the sin offering in the 
holy place, seeing it ¿s most holy, and 
God hath given it you to bear the 
iniquity of the congregation, to make 
atonement for them before the Lorp? 
18 Behold, the blood of it was not 
brought in within the holy place: ye 
should indeed have eaten it in the 
holy place, as I commanded. 19 And 
Aaron said unto Moses, Behold, this 
day have they offered their sin offering 
and their burnt offering before the 
Lorp; and such things have befallen 
me: and ¿f I had eaten the sin offer- 
ing to day, should it have beenaccepted 
in the sight ofthe Lorn? 20 And when 
Moses heard that, he was content. 

Moses is here directing Aaron to go on 
with his service after this interruption. Afflic- 
tions should rather quicken us to our duty 
than take us off fromit. Observe (v. 12), He 
spoke unto Aaron and to his sons that were 
left. The notice taken of their survivorship 
intimates, 1. That Aaron should take comfort 
under the loss of two of his sons, from this 
consideration, that God had graciously spared 
him the other two, and that he had reason to 
be thankful for the remnant that was left, 
that all his sons were not dead, and, in token 
of his thankfulness to God, to go on cheer- 
fully in his work. 2. That God’s sparing 
them should be an engagement upon them to 
proceed in his service, and not to fly off from 
it. Here were four priests consecrated toge- 
ther, two were taken away, and two left; 
thercfore the two that were left should endea- 
vour to fill up the places of those that were 
gone, by double care and diligence in the 
services of the priesthood. Now, 

I. Moses repeats the directions he had 
formerly given them about eating their share 
of the sacrifices, v. 12—14, 15. The priests 
must learn not only to put a difference between 
the holy and the unholy, as they had been 
taught (w. 10), but also to distinguish between 
that which was most holy and that which 
was only holy of the things that wcre to eat. 
That part of the meat-offering which remained 
to the priest was most holy, and therefore 
must be eaten in the courts of the tabernacle, 
and by Aaron’s sons only (Ww. 12, 13); but 
the breast and shoulder of the peace-offerings 
might be eaten in any decent place out of the 
courts of the tabernacle, and by the daughters 
of their families. The meat-offerings, being 
annexed to the burnt-offerings, were intended 
only and wholly for the glory of God; but 
the peace-offerings were ordained for the 
furtherance of men’s joy and comfort; the 
former therefore were the more sacred, and 
to be had more in veneration. This distinc- 
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tion the priests must carefully observe, and 
take heed of making any blunders. Moses 
does not pretend to give any reasons for this 
difference, but refers to his instructions: For 
so am I commanded, v. 13. This was reason 
enough; he had received of the Lord all that 
he delivered unto them, 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

IJ. He enquires concerning one deviation 
from the appointment, which it seems had 
happened upon this occasion, which was this: 
—There was a goat to be sacrificed as a sin- 
offering for the people, ch. ix. 15. Now the 
law of the sin-offerings was that if the blood 
of them was bronght into the holy place, as 
that of the sin-offerings for the priest was, 
then the flesh was to be burnt without the 
camp; otherwise it was to be eaten by the 
priest in the holy place, ch. vi. 30. The 
meaning of this is here explained (v. 17), that 
the priests did hereby bear the iniquity of the 
congregation, that is, they were types of him 
who was to be made sin for us, and on whom 
God would lay the iniquity of us all. Now the 
blood of this goat was not brought into the holy 
place, and yet, it seems, it was burnt without 
the camp. Now observe here, 1. The gentle 
reproof Moses gives to Aaron and his sons 
for this irregularity. Here again Aaron’s 
sons are said to be those that were left alive 
(v. 16), who therefore ought to have taken 
warning; and Moses was angry with them. 
Though he was the meekest man in the world, 
it seems he could be angry; and when he 
thought God was disobeyed and dishonoured, 
and the priesthood endangered, he would be 
angry. Yet observe how very mildly he 
deals with Aaron and his sons, considering 
their present affliction. He only tells them 
they should indeed have eaten it in the holy 
place, but is willing to hear what they have 
to say for themselves, being loth to speak to 
the grief of those whom God had wounded. 

2. The plausible excuse which Aaron makes 
for this mistake. Moses charged the fault 
upon Eleazar and Ithamar (v. 16), but it is 
probable that what they did was by Aaron’s 
direction, and therefore he apologized for it. 
He might have pleaded that this was a sin- 
offering for the congregation, and if it had 
been a bullock it must have been wholly 
burnt (ch. iv. 21), and therefore why not now 
that it was a goat? But it seems it was 
otherwise ordered at this time, and therefore 
he makes his affliction his excuse, v. 19. 
Observe, (1.) How he speaks of affliction: 
Such things have befallen me, such sad things, 
which could not but go near his heart, and 
make it very heavy. He was a high priest 
taken from among men, and could not put off 
natural affection when he put on the holy 
garments. He held his peace (v. 3), yet his 
sorrow was stirred, as David’s, Ps. xxxix. 2. 
Note, There may be a deep sense of affliction 
even where there is a sincere resignation to 
the will of God in the affliction. “ Such 
things as never befel me before, and as I little 
expected now. My spirits cannot but sink, 
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when I see my family sinking; I must needs 
be heavy, when God is angry:” thus it is 
easy to say a great deal to aggravate an afllic- 
tion, but it is better to say little. (2.) How 
he makes this an excuse for his varying from 
the appointinent about the sin-offcring. He 
could not have eaten it but in his mourning, 
and with a sorrowful spirit; and would this 
have been accepted? He does not plead 
that his heart was so full of grief that he had 
no appetite for it, but that he feared it would 
not be accepted. Note, [1.] Acceptance with 
God is the great thing we should desire and 
aim at in all our religious serviccs, particu- 
larly in the Lord’s supper, which is our eat- 
ing of the sin-offering. [2.] The sorrow of 
the world is a very great hindrance to our 
acceptable performance of holy duties, both 
as it is diseomposing to ourselves, takes off 
our chariot-wheels and makes us drive heavily 
(1 Sam. i. 7, 8), and as it is displeasing to God, 
whose will it is that we should serve him 
cheerfully, Deut. xii. 7. Mourners’ bread 
was polluted, Hos. ix. 4. See Mal. iii. 14. 
3. The acquiescence of Moses in this 
excuse: He was content, v. 20. Perhaps he 
thought it justified what they had done. 
God had provided that what could not be 
eaten might be burnt. Our unfitness for 
duty, when it is natural and not sinful, will 
have great allowances made for it ; and God 
will have mercy and not sacrifice. At least 
he thought it did very much extenuate the 
fault ; the spirit indeed was willing, but the 
flesh was weak. God by Moses showed that 
he considered his frame. It appeared that 
Aaron sincerely aimed at God’s acceptance ; 
and those that do so with an upright heart 
shall find he is not extreme to mark what 
they do amiss. Nor must we be severe in our 
animadversions upon every mistake, consider- 
ing ourselves, lest we also be tempted. 
CHAPS Xt 


The ceremonial law is described by the apostle (Heb. ix. 9, 10) to 
consist, not only “in gifts and sacrifices,” which hitherto have 
been treated of in this baok, but “in meats, and drinks, and 
divers washings” from ceremonial uneleanness, the laws con- 
eerning which begin with this chapter, which pnts a difference 
hetween some sorts of flesh-meat and others, allowing some to 
be eaten as clean and forbidding others as unclean. 4 There is 
one kind of flesh of men.” Nature startles at the thonght of 
eating this, and none do it but snch as have arrived at the 
highest degree of barbarity, and become but one remove from 
brutes; therefore there needed no law agaiast it. But there is 
“ another kind of flesh of beasts,” concerning whieh the law 
direets here (ver. 1—8), ‘* another of fishes” (ver. 9—12),  an- 
other of birds” (ver. 13—19), and ‘* aaother of creeping things,” 
which are distingoished into two sorts, flying creeping things 
(ver. 20—28) and creeping things upon the earth, ver. 29—43. 
And the law coneludes with the general rule of holiaess, and 
reasons for it, ver. 44, &c. 


A D the Lorn spake unto Moses 
and to Aaron, saying unto them, 
2 Speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying, These are the beasts which ye 
shall eat among all the beasts that are 
on the earth. 3 Whatsoever parteth 
the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and 
cheweth the cud, among the beasts, 
that shall ye eat. 4 Nevertheless these 
shall ye not eat of them that chew the 
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cud, or of them that divide the hoof: 
as the camel, because he cheweth the 
cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is 
unclean unto you. 5 And the coney, 
because he cheweth the cud, but di- 
videth not the hoof; he is unclean 
unto you. 6 And the hare, because 
he cheweth the cud, but divideth not 
the hoof; he is unclean unto you. 7 
And the swine, though he divide the 
hoof, and be clovenfooted, yet he 
cheweth not the cud; he ¿s unclean 
to you. 8 Of their flesh shall ye not 
eat, and their carcase shall ye not 
touch; they are unclean to you. 


Now that Aaron was consecrated a high 
priest over the house of God, God spoke to 
him with Moses, and appointed them both 
as joint-commissioners to deliver his will to 
the people. He spoke both to Moses and to 
Aaron about this matter; for it was particu- 
larly required of the priests that they should 
put a ditference between clean and unclean, 
and teach the people to do so. After the 
flood, when God entered into covenant with 
Noah and his sons, he allowed them to eat 
flesh (Gen. ix. 13), whereas before they were 
confined to the productions of the earth. 
But the liberty allowed to the sons of Noah 
is here limited to the sons of Israel. ‘They 
might eat flesh, but not all kinds of flesh; 
some they must look upon as unclean and 
forbidden to them, others as clean and allowed 
them. ‘The law in this matter is both very 
particular and very strict. But what reason 
can be given for this lav? Why may not 
God’s people have as free a use of all the 
creatures as other people? 1. It is reason 
enough that God would have it so: his will, 
as it is law sufficient, so it is reason sufficient; 
for his willis his wisdom. He saw good thus 
to try and exercise the obedience of his peo- 
ple, not only in the solemnities of his altar, 
but in matters of daily occurrence at their 
own table, that they might remember they 
were under authority. ‘Thus God had tried 
the obedience of man in innocency, by for- 
bidding him to eat of one particular tree. 2. 
Most of the meats forbidden as unclean are 
such as were really unwholesome, and not fit 
to be eaten ; and those of them that we think 
wholesome enough, and use accordingly, as 
the rabbit, the hare, and the swine, perhaps 
in those countries, and to their bodies, might 
be hurtful. And then God in this law did 
by them but asa wise and loving father does 
by his children, whom he restrains from eat- 
ing that which he knows will make them 
sick. Note, The Lord is for the body, and it 
is not only folly, but sin against God, to 
prejudice our health for the pleasing of our 
appetite. 3. God would thus teach his peo- 
ple to distinguish themselves from other 
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but in the common actions of life. Thus he 
would show them that they must not be 
numbered among the nations. It should 
seem there had been, before this, some dif- 
ference between the Hebrews and other na- 
tions in their food, kept up by tradition ; for 
the Egyptians and they would not eat to- 
gether, Gen. xliii. 32. And even before the 
flood there was a distinction of beasts into 
clean and not clean (Gen. vii. 2), which dis- 
tinction was quite lost, with many other in- 
stances of religion, among the Gentiles. But 
by this law it is reduced to a certainty, and 
ordered to be kept up among the Jews, that 
thus, by having a diet peculiar to themselves, 
they might be kept from familiar conver- 
sation with their idolatrous neighbours, and 
might typify God’s spiritual Israel, who not 
in these little things, but in the temper of 
their spirits, and the course of their lives, 
should be governed by a sober singularity, 
and not be conformed to this world. The 
learned observe further, That most of the 
creatures which by this law were to be abomi- 
nated as unclean were such as were had in 
high veneration among the heathen, not so 
much for food as for divination and sacri- 
fice to their gods; and therefore those are 
here mentioned as unclean, and an abomina- 
tion, which yet they would not be in any 
temptation to eat, that they might keep up a 
religious loathing of that for which the Gen- 
tiles had a superstitious value. The swine, 
with the later Gentiles, was sacred to Venus, 
the owl to Minerva, the eagle to Jupiter, the 
dog to Hecate, &c., and all these are here 
made unclean. As to the beasts, there is a 
general rule laid down, that those which both 
part the hoof and chew the cud were clean, 
and those only: these are particularly men- 
tioned in the repetition of this law (Deut. xiv. 
4, 5), where it appears that the Israelites 
had variety enough allowed them, and needed 
not to complain of the confinement they were 
under. ‘Those beasts that did not both chew 
the cud and divide the hoof were unclean, by 
which rule the flesh of swine, and of hares, 
and of rabbits, was prohibited to them, though 
commonly used among us. Therefore, par- 
ticularly at the eating of any of these, we 
should give thanks for the liberty granted us 
in this matter by the gospel, which teaches 
us that every creature of God is good, and we 
are to call nothing common or unclean. Some 
observe a significancy in the rule here laid 
down for them to distinguish by, or at least 
think it may be alluded to. Meditation, and 
other acts of devotion done by the hidden 
man of the heart, may be signified by the 
chewing of the cud, digesting our spiritual food; 
justice and charity towards men, and the acts 
of a good conversation, may be signified by 
the dividing of the hoof. Now either of these 
without the other will not serve to recom- 
mend us to God, but both must go together, 
good affections in the heart and good worke 
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in the life: if either be wanting, we are not 
clean, surely we are not clean. Of all the 
creatures here forbidden as unclean, none 
has been more dreaded and detested by the 
pious Jews than swine’s flesh. Many were 
put to death by Antiochus because they 
would not eat it. ‘This, probably, they were 
most in danger of being tempted to, and 
therefore possessed themselves and their 
children with a particular antipathy to it, 
calling it not by its proper name, but a 
Strange thing. It should seem the Gentiles 
used it superstitiously (Isa. lxv. 4), they cat 
swine’s flesh ; and therefore God forbids all 
use of it to his people, lest they should learn 
of their neighbours to make that ill use of it. 
Some suggest that the prohibition of these 
beasts as unclean was intended to be a cau- 
tion to the people against the bad qualities 
of these creatures. We must not be filthy 
nor wallow in the mire as swine, nor be 
timorous and faint-hearted as hares, nor 
dwell in the earth as rabbits; let not man 
that is in honour make himself like these 
beasts that perish. The law forbade, not 
only the eating of them, but the very touch- 
ing of them; for those that would be kept 
from any sin must be careful to avoid all 
temptations to it, and every thing that looks 
towards it or leads to it. 

9 These shall ye eat of all that are 
in the waters: whatsoever hath fins 
and scales in the waters, in the seas, 
and in the rivers, them shall ye eat. 
10 And all that have net fins and 
scales in the seas, and in the rivers, 
of all that move in the waters, and of 
any living thing which is in the waters, 
they shall be an abomination unto you: 
11 They shall be even an abomination 
unto you; ye shall not eat of their 
flesh, but ye shall have their carcases 
in abomination. 12 Whatsoever hath 
no fins nor scales in the waters, that 
shall bean abomination unto you. 13 
And these are they which ye shall 
have in abomination among the fowls; 
they shall not be eaten, they ave an 
abomination: the eagle, and the ossi- 
frage, and the ospray, 14 And the 
vulture, and the kite after his kind; 
15 Every raven after his kind; 16 
And the owl, and the night hawk, and 
the cuckow, and the hawk after his 
kind, 17 And the little owl, and the 
cormorant, and the great owl, 18 And 
the swan, and the pelican, and the gier 
eagle, 19 And the stork, theheron after 
herkind, and the lapwing, and the bat. 


Here is, 1 A general rule concerning 
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fishes, which were clean and which not. All 
that had fins and scales they might eat, and 
only those odd sorts of water-animals that 
have not were forbidden, v. 9,10. ‘lhe an- 
cients accounted fish the most delicate food 
(so far were they from allowing it on fasting- 
days, or making it an instance of mortifica- 
tion to eat fish); therefore God did not lay 
much restraint upon his people in them; for 
he is a Master that allows his servants not 
only for necessity but for delight. Concern- 
ing the prohibited fish it is said, They shall 
be an abomination to you (v. 10—12), that is, 
“ You shall count them unclean, and not only 
not eat of them, but keep at a distance from 
them.” Note, Whatever is unclean should 
be to us an abomination; touch not the un- 
clean thing. But observe, It was to be an 
abomination only to Jews; the neighbouring 
nations were under none of these obligations, 
nor are these things to be an abomination to 
us Christians. The Jews were honoured 
with peculiar privileges, and therefore, lest 
they should be proud of those, Transeunt 
cum onere—They were likewise laid under pe- 
culiar restraints. Thus God’s spiritual Is- 
rael, as they are dignified above others by the 
gospel-covenant of adoption and friendship, 
so they must be mortified more than others 
by the gospel-commands of self-denial and 
bearing the cross. 2. Concerning fowls here 
is no general rule given, but a particular 
enumeration of those fowls that they must 
abstain from as unclean, which implies an 
allowance of all others. The critics here 
have their hands full to find out what is the 
true signification of the Hebrew words here 
used, some of which still remain uncertain, 
some sorts of fowls being peculiar to some 
countries. Were the law in force now, we 
should be concerned to know with certainty 
what are prohibited by it; and perhaps if we 
did, and were better acquainted with the na- 
ture of the fowls here mentioned, we should 
admire the knowledge of Adam, in giving 
them names expressive of their natures, Gen. 
ii. 20. But the law being repealed, and the 
learning in a great measure lost, it is suffi- 
cient for us to observe that of the fowls here 
forbidden, (1.) Some are birds of prey, as the 
eagle, vulture, &c., and God would have his 
people to abhor every thing that is barbarous 
and cruel, and not to live by blood and ra- 
pine. Doves that are preyed upon were fit 
to be food for man and offerings to God; but 
kites and hawks that prey upon them must 
be looked upon as an abomination to God 
and man; for the condition of those that arc 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake appears to 
an eye of faith every way better than that of 
their persecutors. (2.) Others of them are 
solitary birds, that abide in dark and desolate 
places, as the owl and the pelican (Ps. cii. 6), 
and the cormorant and raven (Isa. xxxiv. 11); 
for God’s Israel should not be a melancholy 
people, nor affect sadness and constant soli- 
tude. (3.) Others of them feed upon that 
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which is impure, as the stork on serpents, 
others of them on worms; and we must not 
only abstain from all impurity ourselves, but 
from communion with those that allow them- 
selves in it. (4.) Others of them were used 
by the Egyptians and other Gentiles in their 
divinations. Some birds were reckoned for- 
tunate, others ominous; and their sooth- 
sayers had great regard to the flights of these 
birds, all which therefore must be an abo- 
mination to God’s people, who must not learn 
the way of the heathen. 


20 All fowls that creep, going upon 
all four, shall be an abomination unto 
you. 21 Yet these may ye eat of 
every flying creeping thing that goeth 
upon all four, which have legs above 
their feet, to leap withal upon the 
earth; 22 Even these of them ye may 
eat; the locust after his kind, and the 
bald locust after his kind, and the 
beetle after his kind, and the grass- 
hopper after his kind. 23 But all 
other flying creeping things, which 
have four feet, shall be an abomination 
unto you. 24 And for these ye shall 
be unclean: whosoever toucheth the 
carcase of them shall be unclean until 
the even. 25 And whosoever beareth 
aught of the carcase of them shall wash 
his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even. 26 The carcases of every beast 
which divideth the hoof, and is not 
clovenfooted, nor cheweth the cud, 
are unclean unto you: every one that 
toucheth them shall be unclean. 27 
And whatsoever goeth upon his paws, 
among all manner of beasts that go 
on all four, those are unclean unto 
you: whoso toucheth their carcase 
shall be unclean until the even. 28 
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whether i¢ be any vessel of wood, or 
raiment, or skin, or sack, whatsoever 
vessel ié be, wherein any work is done, 
it must be put into water, and it shall 
be unclean until the even; so it shall 
be cleansed. 33 And every earthen 
vessel, whereinto any of them falleth, 
whatsoever is in it shall be unclean ; 
and ye shall break it. 34 Of all meat 
which may be eaten, that on which 
such water cometh shall be unclean: 
and all drink that may be drunk in 
every such vessel shall be unclean. 
35 And every thing whereupon any 
part of their carcase falleth shall be 
unclean ; whether it be oven, or ranges 
for pots, they shall be broken down: 
for they are unclean, and shall be un- 
clean unto you. 36 Nevertheless a 
fountain or pit, wherein there is plenty 
of water, shall be clean: but that 
which toucheth their carcase shall be 
unclean. 37 Andif any part of their 
carcase fall upon any sowing seed 
which is to be sown, it shall be clean. 
3S But if any water be put upon the 
seed, and any part of their carcase 
fall thereon, it shall be unclean unto 
you. 39 And if any beast, of which 
ye may eat, die; he that toucheth the 
carcase thereof shall be unclean until 
the even. 40 And he that eateth of 
the carcase of it shall wash his clothes, 
and be unclean until the even: he also 
that beareth the carcase of it shall 
wash his clothes, and be unclean until 
the even. 41 And evcry creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth 
shall be an abomination; it shall not 


And he that beareth the carcase of|be eaten. 42 Whatsoever goeth upon 


them shall wash his clothes, and be 
unclean until the even: they are un- 
clean unto you. 29 These also shall 
be unclean unto you among the creep- 
ing things that creep upon the earth; 
the weasel, and the mouse, and the 
tortoise after his kind, 30 And the 
ferret, and the chameleon, and the 
lizard, and the snail, and the mole. 
31 These are unclean to you among 
all that creep: whosoever doth touch 
them, when they be dead, shall be un- 
clean until the even. 32 And upon 
whatsoever any of them, when they 


the belly, and whatsoever goeth upon 
all four, or whatsoever hath more feet 
among all creeping things that creep 
upon the earth, them ye shall not eat ; 
for they are an abomination. — 
Here is the law, 1. Concerning flying in- 
sects, as flies, wasps, bees, &c.; these they 
might not eat (v. 20), nor indeed are they fit 
to be eaten; but there were several sorts of 
locusts which in those countries were very 
good meat, and much used: John Baptist 
lived upon them in the desert, and they are 
here allowed them, v. 21,22. 2. Concerning 
the creeping things on the earth; these were 
all forbidden (v. 29, 30, and again, v. 41, 42); 
for it was the curse of the serpent that upon 


are dead, doth fall, it shall be unclean; | his belly he should go, and therefore between 
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him and man there was an enmity put (Gen. 
iii. 15), which was preserved by this law. 
Dust is the meat of the creeping things, and 
therefore they are not fit to be man’s meat. 
3. Concerning the dead careases of all these 
unclean animals. (1.) Every one that touched 
them was to be unclean until the evening, v. 
24—28. This law is often repeated, to pos- 
sess them with a dread of every thing that 
was prohibited, though no particular reason 
for the prohibition did appear, but only the 
will of the Law-maker. Not that they were 
to be looked upon as defiling to the con- 
science, or that it was a sin against God to 
touch them, unless done in contempt of the 
law: in many cases, somebody must of ne- 
cessity touch them, to remove them; but it 
was a ceremonial uncleanness they contracted, 
which for the time forbade them to come into 
the tabernacle, or to eat of any of the holy 
things, or so much as to converse familiarly 
with their neighbours. But the uncleanness 
continued only till the evening, to signify 
that all ceremonial pollutions were to come 
to an end by the death of Christ in the evening 
of the world. And we must learn, by daily 
renewing our repentance every night for the 
sins of the day, to cleanse ourselves from the 
pollution we contract by them, that we may 
not lie down in our uncleanness. Even un- 
clean animals they might touch while they 
were alive without contracting any ceremonial 
uncleanness by it, as horses and dogs, be- 
cause they were allowed to use them for ser- 
vice; but they might not touch them when 
they were dead, because they might not eat 
their flesh ; and what must not be eaten must 
not be touched, Gen. iti. 3. (2.) Even the 
vessels, or other things they fell upon, were 
thereby made unclean until the evening 
(v. 32), and if they were earthen vessels they 
must be broken, v.33. This taught them care- 
fully to avoid every thing that was polluting, 
even intheir common actions. Not only the 
vessels of the sanctuary, but every pot in 
Jerusalem and Judah, must be holiness to the 
Lord, Zech. xiv. 20, 21. The laws in these 
cases are very critical, and the observance of 
them would be difficult, we should think, if 
every thing that a dead mouse or rat, for in- 
stance, falls upon must be unclean; and if it 
were an oven, or ranges for pots, they must 
all be broken down, v.35. ‘The exceptions 
also are very nice, v. 36, &c. All this was 
designed to exercise them to a constant care 
and exactness in their obedience, and to teach 
us, who by Christ are delivered from these 
burdensome observances, not to be less cir- 
cumspect in the more weighty matters of the 
law. We ought as industriously to preserve 
our precious souls from the pollutions of sin, 
and as speedily to cleanse them when they 
are polluted, as they were to preserve and 
cleanse their bodies and household goods 
from those ceremonial pollutions. 


43 Ye shall not make yourselves 
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abominable with any creeping thing 
that creepeth, neither shall ye make 
yourselves unclean with them, that ye 
should be defiled thereby. 44 For I 
am the Lorp your God: ye shall 
therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye 
shall be holy; for I am holy: neither 
shall ye defile yourselves with any 
manner of creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. 45 For I am the 
Lorp that bringeth you up out of the 
land of Egypt, to be your God: ye 
shall therefore be holy, for I am holy. 
46 This is the law of the beasts, and 
of the fowl, and of every living crea- 
ture that moveth in the waters, and of 
every creature that creepeth upon the 
earth: 47 To make a difference be- 
tween the unclean and the clean, and 
between the beast that may be eaten 
and the beast that may not be eaten. 

Here is, I. The exposition of this law, or 
a key to let us into the meaning of it. It 
was not intended merely for a bill of fare, or 
as the directions of a physician about their 
diet, but God would hereby teach them to 
sanctify themselves and to be holy, v. 44. 
That is, 1. They must hereby learn to put a 
difference between good and evil, and to 
reckon that it could not be all alike what 
they did, when it was not all alike what they 
ate. 2. To maintain a constant observance 
of the divine law, and to govern themselves 
by that in all their actions, even those that 
are common, which ought to be performed 


after a godly sort, 3 John 6. Even eating 
and drinking must be by rule, and to the 


glory of God, 1 Cor.x.31. 3. To distinguish 


themselves from all their neighbours, as a 
people set apart for God, and obliged not to 
walk as the Gentiles: and all this is holiness. 
Thus these rudiments of the world were their 
tutors and governors (Gal. iv. 2, 3), to bring 
them to that which is the revival of our first 
state in Adam and the earnest of our best 
state with Christ, that is, holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord. This is 
indeed the great design of all the ordinances, 
that by them we may sanctify ourselves and 
learn to be holy. Even this law concerning 
their food, which seemed to stoop so very 
low, aimed thus high, for it was the statute- 
law of heaven, under the Old Testament as 
well as the New, that without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord. ‘The caution therefore 
(v.43) is, You shall not make yourselves abo- 
minable. Note, By having fellowship with 
sin, which is abominable, we make ourselves 
abominable. That man is truly miserable 
who is in the sight of God abominable; and 
none are so but those that make themselves 
so. The Jewish writers themselves suggest 
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that the intention of this law was to forbid 
them all communion by marriage, or other- 
wise, with the heathen, Deut. vil. 2,3. And 
thns the moral of it is obligatory on us, for- 
bidding us to have fellowship with the un- 
fruitful works of darkness ; and, without this 
real holiness of the heart and hfe, he that 
offereth an oblation is as if he offered swine’s 
blood (Isa. lxvi. 3); and, if it was such a pro- 
vocation for a man to eat swine’s flesh him- 
self, much more it must be so to offer swine’s 
blood at God’s altar; see Prov. xv. 8. 

II. The reasons of this law ; and they are 
alltaken from the Law-maker himself, to whom 
we must have respect in all acts of obedience. 
1. Iam the Lord your God, v. 44. “'There- 
fore you are bound to do thus, in pure obe- 
dience.” God’s sovereignty over us, and 
propriety in us, oblige us to do whatever he 
commands us, how much soever it crosses 
our inclinations. 2. I am holy, v. 44, and 
again, v. 45. If God be holy, we must be 
so, else we cannot expect to be accepted of 
him. His holiness is his glory (Exod. xv. 11), 
and therefore it becomes his house for ever, 
Ps. xciii. 5. This great precept, thus en- 
forced, though it comes in here in the midst 
of abrogated laws, is quoted and stamped for 
a gospel precept, 1 Pet. i. 16, where it is in- 
timated that all these ceremonial restraints 
were designed to teach us that we must not 
fashion ourselves according to our former lusts 
in onr ignorance, v.14. 3. I am the Lord 
that bringeth you out of the land of Egypt, v. 
45. This was a reason why they should 
cheerfully submit to distinguishing laws, 
having of late been so wonderfully dignified 
with distinguishing favours. He that had 
done more for them than for any other people 
might justly expect more from them. 

II. The conclusion of this statute: This 
is the law of the beasts, and of the fowl, &c., 
v.46, 47. This law was to them a statute 
for ever, that is, as long as that economy 
lasted ; but under the gospel we find it ex- 
rey, repealed by a voice from heaven to 

eter (Acts x. 15), as it had before been vir- 
tually set aside by the death of Christ, with 
the other ordinances that perished in the using : 
Touch not, taste not, handle not, Col. ii. 21, 22. 
And now we are sure that meat commends us 
not to God (1 Cor. viii. 8), and that nothing 
is unclean of itself (Rom. xiv. 14), nor does 
that defile a man which goes into his mouth, 
but that which comes out from the heart, 
Matt. xv. 11. Let us therefore, 1. Give 
thanks to God that we are not under this 
yoke, but that to us every creature of God is 
allowed as good, and nothing to be refused. 
2. Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ 
has made us free, and take heed of those dec- 
trines which command to ubstain from meats, 
and so would revive Moses again, 1 Tim. iv. 
3,4. 3. Bestrictly and conscientiously tem- 
perate in the use of the good creatures God 
has allowed us. If God’s law has given us 
liberty, let us lay restraints upon ourselves, 
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Ceremonial purification. 
and never fced ourselves without fear, lest 
our table be a snare. Seta knife to thy throat, 
if thou be a man given to appetite ; and be not 
desirous of dainties or varieties, Prov. xxiii. 
2, 3. Nature is content with little, grace 
with less, but lust with nothing. 


CHAP. XH. 


After the laws concerning clean and unclean food come the laws 
concerning clean and unclean persons; and the first is in this 
chapter concerning the ceremonial uncleanness of women in 
child-birth, ver. 1—5. And concerning their purification from 
that uncleanness, ver. 6, &e. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, saying, Ifa woman have 
conceived seed, and borne a man 
child: then she shall be unclean seven 
days; according to the days of the se- 
paration for her infirmity shall she be 
unclean. 3 And in the eighth day 
the flesh of his foreskin shall be cir- 
cumcised. 4 And she shall then con- 
tinue in the blood of her purifying 
three and thirty days; she shall touch 
no hallowed thing, nor come into the 
sanctuary, until the days of her puri- 
fying be fulfilled. 5 But if she bear 
a maid child, then she shall be unclean 
two weeks, as in her separation: and 
she shall continue in the blood of her 
purifying threescore and six days. 


The law here pronounces women lying-in 
ceremonially unclean. ‘The Jews say, “The 
law extended even to an abortion, if the child 
was so formed as that the sex was distin- 
guishable.” 1. There was some time of 
strict separation immediately after the birth, 
which continued seven days for a son and 
fourteen for a daughter, v. 2, 5. During 
these days she was separated from her hus- 
band and friends, and those that necessarily 
attended her were ceremonially unclean, 
which was one reason why the males were 
not circumcised till the eighth day, because 
they participated in the mother’s pollution 
during the days of her separation. 2. There 
was also a longer time appointed for their 
purifying; thirty-three days more (forty in 
all) if the birth were a male, and double that 
time if a female, v. 4,5. During this time 
they were only separated from the sanctuary 
and forbidden to eat of the passover, or 
peace-offerinys, or, if a priest’s wife, to eat 
of any thing that was holy to the Lord. 
Why the time of both those was double for 
a female to what it was for a male I can as- 
sign no reason but the will of the Law-maker; 
in Christ Jesus no difference is made of male 
and female, Gal. iii. 28; Col. iii. 11. But 
this ceremonial uncleanness which the law 
laid women in child-bed under was to 
signify the pollution of sin which we are 
all conceived and born in, Ps. li. 5. For, 
if the root be impure, so is the branch, Who 
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can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
If sin had not entered, nothing but purity 
and honour had attended all the productions 
of that great blessing, Be fruitful and multi- 
ply; but now that the nature of man is de- 
generated the propagation of that nature is 
laid under these marks of disgrace, because 
of the sin and corruption that are propagated 
with it, and in remembrance of the curse 
upon the woman that was first in the trans- 
gression. That ix sorrow (to which it is here 
further added in shame) she should bring 
forth children. And the exclusion of the 
woman for so many days from the sanctuary, 
and all participation of the holy things, sig- 
nified that our original corruption (that sin- 
ning sin which we brought into the world 
with us) would have excluded us for ever from 
the enjoyment of God and his favours if he had 
not graciously provided for our purifying. 

6 And when the days of her purify- 
ing are fulfilled, for a son, or fora 
daughter, she shall bring a lamb of 
the first year for a burnt offering, and 
a young pigeon, or a turtledove, fora 
sin offering, unto the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, unto the 
priest: 7 Who shall offer it before 
the Lorp, and make an atonement 
for her; and she shall be cleansed from 
the issue of her blood. This is the 
law for her that hath borne a male or 
a female. 8 And if she be not able to 
bring a lamb, then she shall bring two 
turtles, or two young pigeons; the 
one for the burnt offering, and the 
other for a sin offering: and the priest 
shall make an atonement for her, and 
she shall be clean. 

A woman that had lain in, when the time 
set for her return to the sanctuary had come, 
was not to attend there empty, but must 
bring her offerings, v.6. 1. A burnt-offering ; 
a lamb if she was able, if poor, a pigeon. 
This she was to offer in thankfulness to God 
for his mercy to her, in bringing her safely 
through the pains of child-bearing and all the 
perils of child-bed, and in desire and hopes 
of God’s further favour both to her and to 
the child. When achild is born there is joy 
and there is hope, and therefore it was proper 
to bring this offering, which was of a general 
nature; for what we rejoice im we must give 
thanks for, and what we are in hopes of we 
must pray for. But, besides this, 2. She 
must offer a sin-offering, which must be the 
same for poor and rich, a turtle-dove or a 
young pigeon; for, whatever difference there 
may be between rich and poor in the sacri- 
fices of acknowledgment, that of atonement 
is the same for both. This sin-offering was 


intended either, (1.) To complete her purifi- 
cation from that ceremonial uncleanness 
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which, though it was not in itself sinful, yet 
was typical of moral pollution; or, (2.) To 
make atoncment for that which was really 
sin, either an inordinate desire of the bless- 
ing of children or discontent or impatience 
under the pains of child-bearing. It is only 
by Christ, the great sin-offering, that the 
corruption of our nature is done away, and 
to that it is owing that we are not for eve! 
excluded hy it from the sanctuary, and from 
eating of the holy things. According to this 
law, we find that the mother of our blessed 
Lord, though he was not conceived in sin as 
others, yct accomplished the days of purifica- 
tion, and then presented her son to the Lord, 
being a first-born, and brought her own 
offering, a pair of turtle-doves, Luke ii. 22— 
24. So poor were Christ’s parents that they 
were not able to bring a lamb for a burnt- 
offering ; and so early was Christ made under 
the law, to redeem those that were under it. 
The morality of this law obliges those women 
that have received mercy from God in child- 
bearing with all thankfulness to own God’s 
goodness to them, acknowledging themselves 
unworthy of it, and (which is the best puri- 
fication of women that have been saved in 
child-bearing, 1 Tim. ii. 15) to continue in 
Jaith, and charity, and holiness, with sobriety ; 
for this shall please the Lord better than the 
turtle-doves or the young pigeons. 
CHAP. XIII. 


The next ceremonial uncleanness is that of the leprosy, concerning 
which the law was very large and particular; we have the dis- 
covery of it in this chapter, and the cleansing of the leper in the 
next. Scarcely any vue thing in all the levitical law takes up so 
much room as this. l, Rules are here given by which the priest 
must judge whether the man had the leprosy or uv, according as 
the symptom was that appeared. 1. If it was a swelling, a scab, 
or a bright spot, ver. 1—17. 2. If it was a bile, ver. 18—23. 3. 
If it was an iuflammatiun, ver. 24—28, 4. If it was in the head 
or beard, ver. 29—37. 5. If it was a bright spot, ver. 38, 39. 6. 
If it was in a bald head, ver. 40—44. 11. Direction is given how 
the leper must be disposed of, ver. 45,46. 111. Coucerning the 
leprusy in garments, ver. 47, &c. 


& 

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

and Aaron, saying, 2 Whena 

man shall have in the skin of his flesh 
a rising, a scab, or bright spot, and it 
be in the skin of his flesh like the 
plague of leprosy; then he shall be 
brought unto Aaron the priest, or unto 
one of his sons the priests: 3 And 
the priest shall look on the plague in 
the skin of the flesh: and when the 
hair in the plague is turned white, and 
the plague in sight be deeper than 
the skin of his flesh, it ¿is a plague of 
leprosy: and the priest shall look on 
him, and pronounce him unclean. 4 
If the bright spot be white in the 
skin of his flesh, and in sight be not 
deeper than the skin, and the hair 
thereof be not turned white; then the 
priest shall shut up him that hath the 
plague seven days: 5 And the priest 
shall look on him the seventh day: 
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and, behold, ¿f the plague in his sight 
be at a stay, and the plague spread 
not in the skin ; then the priest shall 
shut him up seven days more: 6 And 
the priest shall look on him again the 
seventh day: and, behold, ¿f the plague 
be somewhat dark, and the plague 
spread not in the skin, the priest shall 
pronounce him clean: it7zs but a scab: 
and he shall wash his clothes, and be 
clean. 7 Butif the scab spread much 
abroad in the skin, after that he hath 
been seen of the priest for his cleans- 
ing, he shall be seen of the priest 
again: 8 And ¿f the priest see that, 
behold, the scab spreadeth in the skin, 
then the priest shall pronounce him 
unclean : it is a leprosy. 9 When the 
plague of leprosy is in a man, then 
he shall be brought unto the priest; 
10 And the priest shall see Aim: and, 
behold, ¿f the rising be white in the 
skin, and it have turned the hair white, 
and there be quick raw flesh in the 
rising; 11 It is an old leprosy in the 
skin of his flesh, and the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean, and shall not 
shut him up: for he is unclean. 12 
And if a leprosy break out abroad in 
the skin, and the leprosy cover all the 
skin of him that hath the plague from 
his head even to his foot, wheresoever 
the priest looketh; 13 Then the priest 
shall consider: and, behold, ¿f the le- 
prosy have covered all his flesh, he 
shall pronounce him clean that hath 
the plague: itis all turned white: he 
is clean. 14 But when raw flesh ap- 
peareth in him, he shall be unclean. 
15 And the priest shall see the raw 
flesh, and pronounce him to be un- 
clean: for the raw flesh is unclean : 
it is a leprosy. 16 Orif the raw flesh 
turn again, and be changed unto white, 
he shall come unto the priest; 17 And 
the priest shall see him: and, behold, 
if the plague be turned into white; 
then the priest shall pronounce him 


clean that hath the plague: he ts clean. 

I. Concerning the plague of leprosy we 
may observe in general, 1. That it was rather 
an uncleanness than a disease; or, at least, 
so the law considered it, and therefore em- 
ployed not the physicians but the priests 
about it. Christ is said to cleanse lepers, 
not to cure them. We do not read of any 
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that died of the leprosy, but it rather buried 
them alive, by rendering them unfit for con- 
versation with any but such as were infected 
like themselves. Yet there isa tradition that 
Pharaoh, who sought to kill Moses, was the 
first that ever was struck with this disease, 
and that he died of it. It is said to have 
begun first in Egypt, whence it spread into 
Syria. It was very well known to Moses, 
when he put his own hand into his bosom 
and took it out leprous. 2. That it was a 
plague inflicted immediately by the hand of 
God, and eame not from natural causes, as 
other diseases; and therefore must be ma- 
naged according to a divine law. Miriam’s 
leprosy, and Gehazi’s, and king Uzziah’s, 
were all the punishments of particular sins: 
and, if generally it was so, no marvel there 
was so much care taken to distinguish it from 
a common distemper, that none might be 
looked upon as lying under this extraordinary 
token of divine displeasure but those that 
really were so. 3. That it is a plague not 
now known in the world; what is commonly 
called the leprosy is of a quite different na- 
ture. ‘This seems to have been reserved as 
a particular scourge for the sinners of those 
times and places. The Jews retained the 
idolatrous customs they had learnt in Egypt, 
and therefore God justly caused this with 
some others of the diseases of Egypt to fol- 
low them. Yet we read of Naaman the 
Syrian, who was a leper, 2 Kings v. 1. 4. 
That there were other breakings-out in the 
body which did very much resemble the 
leprosy, but were not it, which might make a 
man sore and loathsome and yet not ceremo- 
nially unclean. Justly are our bodies called 
vile bodies, which have in them the seeds of 
so many diseases, by which the lives of so 
many are made bitter to them. 5. That the 
judgment of it was referred to the priests. 
Lepers were looked upon as stigmatized by 
the justice of God, and therefore it was left 
to his servants the priests, who might be 
presumed to know his mark best, to pro- 
nounce who were lepers and who were not. 
And the Jews say, “ Any priest, though dis- 
abled by a blemish to attend the sanctuary, 
might bea judge of the leprosy, provided the 
blemish were not in his eye. And he might” 
(they say) “take a common person to assist 
him in the seareh, but the priest only must 
pronounce the judgment.” 6. That it was 
a figure of the moral pollution of men’s 
minds by sin, which is the leprosy of the 
soul, defiling to the conscience, and from 
which Christ alone can cleanse us; for herein 
the power of his grace infinitely transcends 
that of the legal priesthood, that the priest 
could only convict the leper (for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin), but Christ can cure 
the leper, he can take away sin. Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canst make me clean, which 
was more than the priests could do, Matt. 
viii. 2. Some think that the leprosy signi- 
fied, not so much sin in general as a state of 
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sin, by which men are separated from God 
(their spot not being the spot of God’s child- 
ren), and scandalous sin, for which men are 
to be shut out from the communion of the 
faithful. It is a work of great importance, 
but of great difficulty, to judge of our spi- 
ritual state: we have all cause to suspect 
ourselves, being conscious to ourselves of 
sores and spots, but whether clean or unclean 
is the question. A man might have a scab 
tv. 6) and yet be clean: the best have their 
infirmities; but, as there were certain marks 
by which to know that it was a leprosy, so 
there are characters of such as are in the gall 
of bitterness, and the work of ministers is to 
declare the judgment of leprosy and to assist 
those that suspect themselves in the trial of 
their spiritual state, remitting or retaining 
sin. And hence the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven are said to be given to them, be- 
cause they are to separate between the pre- 
cious and the vile, and to judge who are fit 
as clean to partake of the holy things and 
whoas unclean must be debarred from them. 

II. Several rules are here laid down by 
which the judgment of the priest must be 
governed. 1. If the sore was but skin-deep, 
it was to be hoped it was not the leprosy, v. 4. 
But, if it was deeper than the skin, the man 
must be pronounced unclean, v. 3. The in- 
firmities that consist with grace do not sink 
deep into the soul, but the mind still serves 
the law of God, and the inward man delights 
in it, Rom. vii. 22, 25. But if the matter be 
really worse than it shows, and the inwards 
be infected, the case is dangerous. 2. If the 
sore be at a stay, and do not spread, it is no 
leprosy, v. 5,6. Butifit spread much abroad, 
and continue to do so after several inspec- 
tions, the case is bad, v. 7,8. If men do 
not grow worse, but a stop be put to the 
course of their sins and their corruptions be 
checked, it is to be hoped they will grow 
better; but if sin get ground, and they be- 
come worse every day, they are going down- 
hill. 3. If there was proud raw flesh in the 
rising, the priest needed not to wait any 
longer, it was certainly a leprosy, v. 10, 11. 
Nor is there any surer indication of the bad- 
ness of a man’s spiritual state than the heart’s 
rising in self-conceit, confidence in the flesh, 
and resistance of the reproofs of the word 
and strivings of the Spirit. 4. If the erup- 
tion, whatever it was, covered all the skin 
from head to foot, it was no leprosy (v. 12, 
13); for it was an evidence that the vitals 
were sound and strong, and nature hereby 
helped itself, throwing out what was burden- 
some and pernicious. ‘There is hope in the 
small-pox when they come out well: so if 
men freely confess their sins, and hide them 
not, there is no danger comparable to theirs 
that cover their sins. Some gather this from 
it, that there is more hope of the profane 
than of hypocrites. The publicans and har- 
lots went into the kingdom of heaven before 
scribes and Pharisees. In one respect, the 
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sudden breakings-out of passion, though bad 
enough, are not so dangerous as malice con- 
cealed. Others gather this, that, if we judge 
ourselves, we shall not be judged; if we see 
and own that there is no health in us, no 
soundness in our flesh, by reason of sin, we 
shall find grace in the eyes of the Lord. 5. 
The priest must take time in making his 
judgment, and not give it rashly. If the 
matter looked suspicious, he must shut up 
the patient seven days, and then seven days 
more, that his judgment might be according 
to truth. This teaches all, both ministers 
and people, not to be hasty in their censures, 
nor to judge any thing before the time. If 
some men’s sins go before unto judgment, the 
sins of others follow after, and so men’s good 
works; therefore let nothing be done sud- 
denly, 1 Tim. v. 22, 24, 25. 6. If the per- 
son suspected was found to be clean, yet he 
must wash his clothes (v. 6), because he had 
been under the suspicion, and there had been 
in him that which gave ground for the sus- 
picion. Even the prisoner that is acquitted 
must go down on his knees. We have need 
to be washed in the blood of Christ from our 
spots, though they be not Jeprosy-spots; for 
who can say, I am pure from sin? though 
there are those who through grace are inno- 
cent from the great transgression. 


18 The flesh also, in which, ever 
in the skin thereof, was a boil, and is 
healed, 19 And in the place of the 
boil there be a white rising, or a bright 
spot, white, and somewhat reddish, 
and it be showed to the priest; 20 
And if, when the priest seeth it, be- 
hold, it de in sight lower than the skin, 
and the hair thereof be turned white; 
the priest shall pronounce him un- 
clean: it isa plague of leprosy broken 
out of the boil. 21 But if the priest 
look on it, and, behold, there be no 
white hairs therein, and ¿f it be not 
lower than the skin, but be somewhat 
dark; then the priest shall shut him 
up seven days: 22 And if it spread 
much abroad in the skin, then the 
priest shall pronounce him unclean : 
it is a plague. 23 But if the bright 
spot stay in his place, and spread not, 
it is a burning boil; and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean. 24 Or if 
there be any flesh, in the skin whereof 
there is a hot burning, and the quick 
flesh that burneth have a white bright 
spot, somewhat reddish, or white; 25 
Then the priest shall look upon it: 
and, behold, ¿f the hair in the bright 
spot be turned white, ard it be an 
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sight deeper than the skin; it čs a le- 
prosy broken out of the burning: 
wherefore the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean: it is the plague of le- 
prosy. 26 But if the priest look on 
it, and, behold, there be no white hair 
on the bright spot, and it be no lower 
than the other skin, but be somewhat 
dark; then the priest shall shut him 
up seven days: 27 And the priest 
shall look upon him the seventh day: 
and if it be spread much abroad in the 
skin, then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean: it is the plague of le- 
prosy. 28 And if the bright spot stay 
in his place, ard spread not in the 
skin, but it be somewhat dark ; it isa 
rising of the burning, and the priest 
shall pronounce him clean: for it as 
an inflammation of the burning. 29 
If a man or woman have a plague upon 
the head or the beard; 30 Then the 
priest shall see the plague: and, be- 
hold, if it be in sight deeper than the 
skin; and there be in it a yellow thin 
hair; then the priest shall pronounce 
him unclean: it ¿s a dry scall, even a 
leprosy upon the head or beard. 31 
And if the priest look on the plague 
of the scall, and, behold, it be not in 
sight deeper than the skin, and that 
there is no black hair in it; then the 
priest shall shut up him that hath the 
plague of the scall seven days: 32 
And in the seventh day the priest 
shall look on the plague: and, behold, 
if the scall spread not, and there be 
in it no yellow hair, and the scall be 
not in sight deeper than the skin; 33 
He shall be shaven, but the scall shall 
he not shave; and the priest shall 
shut up him that hath the scall seven 
days more: 34 And in the seventh 
day the priest shall look on the scall: 
and, behold, ifthe scall be not spread 
in the skin, nor be in sight deeper 
than the skin; then the priest shall 
pronounce him clean: and he shall 
wash his clothes, and be clean. 35 
But if the scall spread much in the 
skin after his cleansing; 36 Then the 
priest shall look on him: and, behold, 
if the scall be spread in the skin, the 
priest shall not seek for yellow hair; 
he ts unclean. 37 But if the scall be 
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in his sight at a stay, and that there 
is black hair grown up therein; the 
scall is healed, he zs clean: and the 
priest shall pronounce him clean. 


The priest is hcre instructed what jndg- 
ment to make if there was any appearance 
of a leprosy, either, 1. In an old ulcer, or 
bile, that has been healed, v. 18, &e. When 
old sores, that seemed to be cured, break 
out again, it is to be feared there is a 
leprosy in them; such is the danger of those 
who, having escaped the pollutions of the 
world, are again entanyled therein and over- 
come. Or, 2. Ina burn by accident, for this 
seems to be meant, v. 24, &c. The burning 
of strife and contention often proves the 
occasion of the rising up and breaking out 
of that corruption which witnesses to men’s 
faces that they are unclean. 3. Ina scall- 
head. And in this commonly the judgment 
turned upon avery small matter. If the hair 
in the seall was black, it was a sign of sound- 
ness; if yellow, it was an indication of a 
leprosy, v. 30—37. The other rules in 
these cases are the same with those men- 
tioned before. In reading of these several 
sorts of ailments, it will be good for us, 1. 
To lament the calamitous state of human life, 
which lies exposed to so many grievances. 
What troops of diseases are we beset with 
on every side! and they all entered by 
sin. 2. To give thanks to God if he has 
never afflicted us with any of these sores: if 
the constitution is healthful, and the body 
lively and easy, we are bound to glorify God 
with our bodies. 


38 Ifa man also or a woman have 
in the skin of their flesh bright spots, 
even white bright spots; 39 Then the 
priest shall look: and, behold, ¿f the 
bright spots in the skin of their flesh 
be darkish white; it ¿s a freckled spot 
that groweth in the skin; he zs clean. 
40 And the man whose hair is fallen 
off his head, he ts bald; yet is heclean. 
41 And he that hath his hair fallen 
off from the part of his head toward 
his face, he is forehead bald: yet ts he 
clean. 42 And if there be inthe bald 
head, or bald forehead, a white reddish 
sore; it 7s a leprosy sprung up in his 
bald head, or his bald forehead. 43 
Then the priest shall look upon it: 
and, behold, ¿f the rising of the sore 
be white reddish in his bald head, or 
in his bald forehead, as the leprosy 
appeareth in the skin of the flesh; 44 
He is a leprous man, he zs unclean : 
the priest shall pronounce him utterly 
unclean; his plague is in his head. 
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45 And the leper in whom the plague 
is, his clothes shall be rent, and his 
head bare, and he shall put a covering 
upon his upper hp, and shall cry, 
Unclean, unclean. 46 All the days 
wherein the plague shall be in him he 
shall be defiled; he zs unclean: he 
shall dwell alone; without the camp 
shall his habitation be. 

We have here, 

I. Provisos that neither a freckled skin 
nor a bald head should be mistaken for a 
leprosy, v. 38—41. Every deformity must 
not forthwith be made a ceremonial defile- 
ment. Elisha was jeered for his bald head 
(2 Kings ii. 23); but it was the children of 
Bethel, that knew not the judgments of their 
God, who turned it to his reproach. 

Il. A particular brand set upon the leprosy 
if at any time it did appear in a bald head: 
The plague is in his head, he is utterly unclean, 
v.44, Ifthe leprosy of sin have seized the 
head, if the judgment be corrupted, and wicked 
principles which countenance and support 
wicked practices, be embraced, it is an utter 
uncleanness, from which few are ever cleansed 
Soundness in the faith keeps the leprosy 
from the head, and saves conscience from 
being shipwrecked. 

II. Directions what must be done with 
the convicted leper. When the priest, upon 
mature deliberation, had solemnly pro- 
nounced him unclean, 

1. He must pronounce himself so, v. 45. 
He must put himself into the posture of a 
mourner and cry, Unclean, unclean. The 
leprosy was not itself a sin, but it was a sad 
token of God’s displeasure and a sore afflic- 
tion to him that was under it. It was are- 
proach to his name, puta full stop to his 
business in the world, cut him off from con- 
versation with his friends and relations, 
condemned him to banishment till he was 
cleansed, shut him out from the sanctuary, 
and was, in effect, the ruin of all the comfort he 
could have in this world. Heman, it would 
seem, either was a leper or alludes to the 
melancholy condition of a leper, Ps. ]xxxviii. 
S, &e. He must therefore, (1.) Humble him- 
self under the mighty hand of God, not insist- 
ing upon his cleanness when the priest had pro- 
nounced him unclean, but justifying God and 
accepting the punishment of his iniquity. 
He must signify this by rending his clothes, 
uncovering his head, and covering his upper lip, 
all tokens of shame and confusion of face, 
and very significant of that self-loathing 
and self-abasement which should fill the 
hearts of penitents, the language of which 
is self-judging. Thus must we take to our- 
selves the shame that belongs to us, and 
with broken hearts call ourselves by our own 
name, Unclean, unclean—)lieart unclean, life 
unclean, unclean by original corruption, un- 
clean by actual transgression—unclean, and 
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therefore worthy to be for ever excluded 
from communion with God, and all hope of 
happiness in him. JVe are all as an unclean 
thing (isa. lxiv. 6)—unclean, and therefore 
undone, if infinite mercy do not interpose. 
(2.) He must give warning to others to take 
heed of coming near him. Wherever he went, 
he must cry to those he saw at a distance, 
“ I am unclean, unclean, take heed of touch- 
ing me.” Not that the leprosy was catching, 
but by the touch of a leper ceremonial un- 
cleanness was contracted. Every onetherefore 
was concerned to avoid it ; and the leper him- 
self must give notice of the danger. And 
this was all that the law could do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh; it tanght the 
leper to cry, Unclean, unclean, but the gospel 
has put another cry into the lepers’ mouths, 
Luke xvii. 12, 13, where we find ten lepers 
crying with a loud voice, Jesus, Master, have 
merey on us. The law only shows us our 
disease; the gospel shows us our help in 
Christ. 

2. He must then be shut out of the camp, 
and afterwards, when they came to Canaan, 
out of the city, town, or village, where he 
lived, and dwell alone (v. 46), associating 
with none but those that were lepers like 
himself. When king Uzziah becamea leper, 
he was banished from his palace, and dwelt 
in a separate house, 2 Chron. xxvi. 21. And 
see 2 Kings vil. 3. This typified the purity 
which ought to be preserved in the gospel 
church, by the solemn and authoritative 
exclusion of scandalous sinners, that hate to 
be reformed, from the communion of the 
faithful. Put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person, 1 Cor. v. 13. 


47 The garment also that the plague 
of leprosy isin, whether it be a woollen 
garment, or a linen garment; 48 
Whether iż be in the warp, or woof; 
of linen, or of woollen; whether in a 
skin, or in any thing made of skin; 49 
And if the plague be greenish or red- 
dish in the garment, or in the skin, 
either in the warp, or in the woof, or 
in any thing of skin; it zs a plague of 
leprosy, and shall be showed unto the 
priest: 50 And the priest shall look 
upon the plague, and shut up it that 
hath the plague seven days; 51 And 
he shall look on the plague on the 
seventh day: if the plague be spread 
in the garment, either in the warp, or 
in the woof, or in a skin, or in any 
work that is made of skin ; the plague 
is a fretting leprosy, it ¿s unclean. 52 
He shall therefore burn that garment, 
whether warp or woof, in woollen or 
in liner, or any thing of skin, wherein 
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the plague is: for it zs a fretting le- 
prosy; it shall be burnt in the fire. 
53. And if the priest shall look, and, 
behold, the plague be not spread in 
the garment, either in the warp, or in 
the woof, or in any thing of skin; 54 
Then the priest shall command that 
they wash the thing wherein the plague 
is, and he shall shut it vp seven days 
more: 55 And the priest shall look 
on the plague, after that it is washed: 
and, behold, ¿f the plague have not 
changed his colour, and the plague be 
not spread ; it ¿s unclean; thou shalt 
burn it in the fire; it ¢s fret inward, 
whether it be bare within or without. 
56 And if the priest look, and, behold, 
the plague be somewhat dark after the 
washing of it; then he shall rend it 
out of the garment, or out of the skin, 
or out of the warp, or out of the woof ; 
57 And if it appear still in the gar- 
ment, either in the warp, or in the 
woof, or in any thing of skin; it és a 
spreading plague: thou shalt burn 
that wherein the plague ¿s with fire. 
58 And the garment, either warp, or 
woof, or whatsoever thing of skin ié 
be, which thou shalt wash, if the plague 
be departed from them, then it shall 
be washed the second time, and shall 
be clean. 59 This is the law of the 


plague of leprosy in a garment of 


woollen or linen, either in the warp, 
or woof, or any thing of skins, to pro- 
nounce it clean, or to pronounce it 
unclean. 


This is the law concerning the plague of 


leprosy in a garment, whether linen or wool- 
len. <A leprosy ina garment, with discernible 
indications of it, the colour changed by it, the 
garment fretted, the nap worn off, and this 
in some one particular part of the garment, 
and increasing when it was shut up, and not 
to be got out by washing, is a thing which to 
us now is altogether unaccountable. ‘The 
learned confess that it was a sign and a 
miracle in Israel, an’ extraordinary punish- 
ment inflicted by the divine power, as a token 
of great displeasure against a person or 
family. 1. The process was much the same 
with that concerning a leprous person. The 
garment suspected to be tainted was not to 
be burnt immediately, though, it may be, 
there would have been no great loss of it ; for 
in no case must sentence be given merely 
upon a surmise, but it must be shown to the 
priest. If, upon search, it was found that 
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there was a leprous spot (the Jews say no 
bigger than a bean), it must be Gurnt, or at 
least that part of the garment in which the 
spot was, v. 52,57. If the cause of the sus- 
picion was gone, it must be washed, and then 
might be used, v. 58. 2. The signification 
also was much the same, to intimate the 


great malignity there is in sin: it not only 


defiles the sinner’s conscience, but it brings 
a stain upon all his employments and enjoy- 
To those 
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure, 


Tit. i. 15. And we are taught hereby to hate 


even the garments spotted with the flesh, Jude 
23. Those that make their clothes servants 
to their pride and lust may see them thereby 


tainted with a leprosy, and doomed to the 
fire, Isa. iti. 1S-—24. 


But the ornament of 
the hidden man of the heart is incorruptible, 
1 Pet. iii. 4. The robes of righteousness 


never fret nor are moth-eaten. 


CHAP. XIV. 


The former chapter directed the priests how to convict a leper of 


ceremonial uncleanness. No prescriptions are given for his cure; 
but, when God had cured him, the priests are in this chapter 
directed how to cleanse him. The remedy here is only adapted 
to the ceremonial part of his disease; bnt the authority Christ 
gave to his ministers was to cure the lepers, and su to cleanse 
them. We have here, 1. The solemn declaration of the leper’s 
being clean, with the significant ceremony attending it, ver. 
1—9. If, The sacrifices which he was to offer to God eight days 
after, ver. 10—32. ill. The management of a honse in which 
appeared signs of a leprosy, ver. 33—53. And the conclusion aud 
summary of this whole matter, ver. 54, Kc. 


ys Se the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 This shall be the law 
of the leper in the day of his cleans- 
ing: He shall be brought unto the 
priest: 3 And the priest shall go forth 
out of the camp; and the priest shall 
look, and, behold, ¿f the plague of le- 
prosy be healed in the leper; 4 Then 
shall the priest command to take for 
him thatis to be cleansed two birds 
alive and clean, and cedar wood, and 
scarlet, and hyssop: 5 And the priest 
shall command that one of the birds 
be killed in an earthen vessel over 
running water: 6 As for the living 
bird, he shall take it, and the cedar 
wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, 
and shall dip them and the living bird 
in the blood of the bird that was killed 
over the running water: 7 And he 
shall sprinkle upon him that is to be 
cleansed from the leprosy seven times, 
and shall pronounce him clean, and 
shall let the living bird loose into the 
open field. 8 And he that is to be 
cleansed shall wash his clothes, and 
shave off all his hair, and wash him- 
self in water, that he may be clean: 
and after that he shall come into the 


camp, and shall tarry abroad out of 
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his tent seven days. 9 But it shall 
be on the seventh day, that he shall 
shave all his hair off his head and his 
beard and his eyebrows, even all his 
hair he shall shave off: and he shall 
wash his clothes, also he shall wash his 
flesh in water, and he shall be clean. 


Here, I. It is supposed that the plague of 
the leprosy was not an incurable disease. 
Uzziah’s indeed continued to the day of his 
death, and Gehazi’s was entailed upon his 
seed; but Miriam’s lasted only seven days: 
we may suppose that it often wore off in pro- 
cess of time. Though God contend long, he 
will not contend for ever. 

II. The judgment of the cure, as well as 
that of the disease, was referred to the priest. 
He must go out of the camp to the leper, to 
see whether his leprosy was healed, v. 3. And 
we may suppose the priest did not contract 
any ceremonial uncleanness by coming near 
the leper, as another person would. It was 
in mercy to the poor lepers that the priests 
particularly had orders to attend them, for 
the priests’ lips should keep knowledge; and 
those in affliction have need to be instructed 
both how to bear their afflictions and how to 
reap benefit by them, have need of the word, 
in concurrence with the rod, to bring them to 
repentance ; therefore it is well for those that 
are sick if they have these messengers of the 
Lord of hosts with them, these interpreters, 
to show unto them God’s uprightness, Job 
xxxiii. 23. When the leper was shut out, 
and could not go to the priests, it was well 
that the priests might come to him. Is any 
sick ? Let him send for the elders, the minis- 
ters, Jam. v. 14. If we apply it to the 
spiritual leprosy of sin, it intimates that when 
we withdraw from those who walk disorderly, 
that they may be ashamed, we must not 
count them as enemies, but admonish them 
as brethren, 2 Thess. iii. 15. And also that 
when God by his grace has brought those to 
repentance who were shut out of communion 
for scandal, they ought with tenderness, and 
joy, and sincere affection, to be received in 
again. Thus Paul orders concerning the ex- 
communicated Corinthian that when he had 
given evidences of his repentance they should 
forgive him, and comfort him, and confirm 
their love towards him, 2 Cor. ii. 7,8. And 
ministers are entrusted by our Master with 
the declarative power of loosing as well as 
binding: both must be done with great 
caution and deliberation, impartially and 
without respect of persons, with earnest 
prayer to God for directions, and a sincere 
regard to the edification of the body of Christ, 
due care being always taken that sinners may 
not be encouraged by an excess of lenity, nor 
penitents discouraged by an excess of seve- 
rity. Wisdom and sincerity are profitable to 
direct in this case. 
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healed, the priest must declare it with a par- 
ticular solemnity. The leper or his friends 
were to get ready two birds caught for this 
purpose (any sort of wild birds that were 
clean), and cedar-wood, and scarlet, and 
hyssop; for all these were to be used in the 
ceremony. 1. A preparation was to be made 
of blood and water, with which the leper 
must be sprinkled. One of the birds (and the 
Jews say, if there was any difference, it must 
be the larger and better of the two) was to be 
killed over an earthen cup of spring water, so 
that the blood of the bird might discolour 
the water. ‘This (as some other types) had 
its accomplishment in the death of Christ, 
when out of his pierced side there came water 
and blood, John xix. 34. Thus Christ comes 
into the soul for its cure and cleansing, not by 
water only, but by water and blood, 1 John.v.6. 
2. Theliving bird, witha little scarlet wool, and 
a bunch of hyssop, must be fastened to a cedar 
stick, dipped in the water and blood, which 
must be so sprinkled upon him that was to 
be cleansed, v. 6, 7. The cedar-wood signi- 
fied the restoring of the leper to his strength 
and soundness, for that is a sort of wood not 
apt to putrefy. The scarlet wool signified 
his recovering a florid colour again, for the 
leprosy made him white as snow. And the 
hyssop intimated the removing of the dis- 
agreeable scent which commonly attended 
the leprosy. The cedar the stateliest plant, 
and hyssop the meanest, are here used to- 
gether in this service (see 1 Kings iv. 33); 
for those of the lowest rank in the church 
may be of use in their place, as well as those 
that are most eminent, 1 Cor. xii. 2. Some 
make the slain bird to typify Christ dying for 
our sins, and the living bird Christ rising 
again for our justification. ‘The dipping of 
the living bird in the blood of the slain bird 
intimated that the merit of Christ’s death 
was that which made his resurrection effec- 
tual for our justification. He took his blood 
with him into the holy place, and there 
appeared a lamb as it had been slain. The 
cedar, scarlet wool, and hyssop, must all be 
dipped in the blood; for the word and ordi- 
nances, and all the operations of the Spirit, 
receive their efficacy for our cleansing from 
the blood of Christ. The leper must be 
sprinkled seven times, to signify a complete 
purification, in allusion to which David prays, 
Wash me thoroughly, Ps. li. 2. Naaman was 
directed to wash seven times, 2 Kings v. 10. 
3. The living bird was then to be let loose in 
the open field, to signify that the leper, being 
cleansed, was now no longer under restraint 
and confinement, but might take his liberty 
to go where he pleased. But this being sig- 
nified by the flight of a bird towards heaven 
was an intimation to him henceforward to 
seek the things that are above, and not to 
spend this new life to which God had restored 
him merely in the pursuit of earthly things. 
This typified that glorious liberty of the 
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who through grace are sprinkled from an 
evil conscience. Those whose souls before 
bowed down to the dust (Ps. xliv. 25), in grief 
and fear, now fly in the open firmament of 
heaven, and soar upwards upon the wings of 
faith and hope, and holy love and joy. 4. 
The priest must, upon this, pronounce him 
clean. It was requisite that this should be 
done with solemnity, that the leper might 
himself be the more affected with the mercy 
of God to him in his recovery, and that others 
might be satisfied to converse with him. 
Christ is our priest, to whom the Father has 
committed all judgment, and particularly the 
judgment of the leprosy. By his definitive 
sentence impenitent sinners will have their 
everlasting portion assigned them with the 
unclean (Job xxxvi. 14), out of the holy city; 
and all that by his grace are cured and 
cleansed shall be received into the camp of 
the saints, into which no unclean thing shall 
enter. ‘Those are clean indeed whom Christ 
pronounces so, and they need not regard 
what men say of them. But, though Christ 
was the end of this law for righteousness, yet 
being in the days of his flesh made under 
the law, which as yet stood unrepealed, he 
ordered those lepers whom he had cured 
miraculously to go and show themselves to the 
priest, and offer for their cleansing according 
to the law, Matt. viii. 4; Luke xvii. 14. The 
type must be kept up till it was answered by 
its antitype. 5. When the leper was pro- 
nounced clean, he must wash his body and 
his clothes, and shave off all his hair (w. 8), 
must still tarry seven days out of the camp, 
and on the seventh day must do it again, v. 9. 
The priest having pronounced him clean 
from the disease, he must make himself as 
clean as ever he could from all the remains of 
it, and from all other defilements, and he 
must take time to do this. ‘Thus those who 
have the comfort of the remission of their 
sins, by the sprinkling of the blood of Christ 
upon their consciences, must with the utmost 
care and caution cleanse themselves from all 
filthiness both of flesh and spirit, and tho- 
roughly purge themselves from their old sins ; 
for every one that hath this hope in him will 
be concerned to purify himself. 

10 And on the eighth day he shall 
take two he lambs without blemish, 
and one ewe lamb of the first year 
without blemish, and three tenth deals 
of fine flour for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, and one log of oil. 
11 And the priest that maketh him 
clean shall present the man that is to 
be made clean, and those things, be- 
fore the Lorp, at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation: 12 And 
the priest shall take one he lamb, and 
offer him for a trespass offering, and 
the log of oil, and wave them for a 
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wave offering before the Lorp: iz 
And he shall slay the lamb in tne 
place where he shall kill the sin offer- 
ing and the burnt offering, in the holy 
place: for as the sin offering is the 
priest’s, so zs the trespass offering : it 
is most holy: 14 And the priest 
shall take some of the blood of the 
trespass offering, and the priest shall 
put it upon the tip of the right ear of 
him that is to be cleansed, and upon 
the thumb of his right hand, and upon 
the great toe of his right foot: 15 
And the priest shall take some of the 
log of oil, and pour 7¢ into the palm of 
his own left hand: 16 And the priest 
shall dip his right finger in the oil that 
is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle 
of the oil with his finger seven times 
before the Lorn: 17 And of the rest 
of the oil that zs in his hand shall the 
priest put upon the tip of the right 
ear of him that is to be cleansed, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, 
and upon the great toe of his right 
foot, upon the blood of the trespass 
offering: 18 And the remnant of the 
oil that ¿s in the priest’s hand he shall 
pour upon the head of him that is to 
be cleansed: and the priest shall make 
an atonement for him before the 
Lorp. 19 And the priest shall offer 
the sin offering, and make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleansed 
from his uncleanness; and afterward 
heshall kill the burnt offering: 20 And 
the priest shall offer the burnt offering 
and the meat offering upon the altar : 
and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him, and he shall be clean. 


Observe, I. To complete the purification 
of the leper, on the eighth day, after the for- 
mer solemnity performed without the camp, 
and, as it should seem, before he returned to 
his own habitation, he was to attend at the 
door of the tabernacle, and was there to be 
presented to the Lord, with his offering, v. 11. 
Observe here, 1. That the mercies of God 
oblige us to present ourselves to him, Rom. xii. 
1, 2. When God has restored us to the 
liberty of ordinances again, after restraint by 
sickness, distance, or otherwise, we should 
take the first opportunity of testifying our 
respect to God, and our affection to his sanc- 
tuary, bya diligent improvement of the liberty 
we are restored to. When Christ had healed 
the impotent man, he soon after found him in 
the temple, John. v. 14. When Hezekiah 
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asks, What is the sigu that I shall go up to 
the house of the Lord? he means, “ What 
is the sign that I shall recover?” intimating 
that if God restered him his health, so that 
he should be able to go abroad, the house of 
the Lord should be the first place he would 
goto. 3. When we present ourselves before 
the Lord we must present our offerings, 
devoting to God with ourselves all we have 
and can do. 4. Both we and our offerings 
must be presented before the Lord by the 
priest that made us clean, even our Lord Jesus, 
else neither we nor they can be accepted. 
II. Three lambs the cleansed leper was to 
bring, with a meat-offering, and a log of oil, 
which was about half a pint. “Now, 1. Most 
of the ceremony peculiar to this case was 
about the trespass-offering, the lamb for 
which was offered first, v.12. And, besides 
the usual rites with which the trespass-offer- 
ing was offered, some of the blood was to be 
put upon the ear, and thumb, and great toe, 
of the leper that was to be cleansed (v. 14), 
the very same ceremony that was used in the 
consecration of the priests, ch. viii. 23, 24. 
It was a mortification to them to see the same 
purification necessary for them that was for 
aleper. ‘The Jews say that the leper stood 
without the gate of the tabernacle and the 
priest within, and thus the ceremony was 
performed through the gate, signifying that 
now he was admitted with other Israelites to 
attend in the courts of the Lord’s house 
again, and was as welcome as ever; though 
he had been a leper, and though perhaps the 
name might stick by him as long as he lived 
(as we read of one who probably was cleansed 
by our Lord Jesus, who yet afterwards is 
called Simon the leper, Matt. xxvi. 6), yet he 
was as freely admitted as ever to communion 
with God and man. After the blood of the 
offering had been put with the priest’s finger 
upon the extremities of the body, to include 
the whole, some of the oil that he brought, 
which was first waved and then sprinkled 
before the Lord, was in like manner put in 
the same places upon the blood. “The 
blood”? (says the learned bishop Patrick) 
“ seems to have been a token of forgiveness, 
the oil of healing,” for God first forgiveth 
our iniquities and then healeth our diseases, 
Ps. ciii. 3. See Isa. xxxviii. 17. Wherever 
the blood of Christ is applied for justification 
the oil of the Spirit is applied for sanctifica- 
tion ; for these two are inseparable and both 
necessary to our acceptance with God. Nor 
shall our former leprosy, if it be healed by 
repentance, be any bar to these glorious pri- 
vileges. Cleansed lepers are as welcome to 
the blood and the oil as consecrated priests. 
Such were some of you, but you are washed. 
When the leper was sprinkled the water must 
have blood in it (v. 5), when he was anointed 
the oil must have blood under it, to signify 
that all the graces and comforts of the Spirit, 
all his purifying dignifying influences, are 
owing to the death of Christ: it is by his 
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blood alone that we are sanctified. 2. Besides 
this there must be a sin-offering and a burnt- 
offering, a lamb for each, v. 19, 20. By 
each of these offerings, it is said, the priests 
shall make an atonement for him. (1.) His 
moral guilt shall be removed; the sin for 
which the leprosy was sent shall be pardoned, 
and all the sins he had been guilty of in his 
afflicted state. Note, The removal of any 
outward trouble is then doubly comfortable 
to us when at the same time God gives us 
some assurance of the forgiveness of our sins. 
If we receive the atonement, we have reason to 
rejoice, Rom. v. 11. (2.) His ceremonial 
pollution shall be removed, which had kept 
him from the participation,of the holy things. 
And this is called making an atonement for 
him, because our restoration to the privileges 
of God’s children, typified hereby, is owing 
purely to the great propitiation. When the 
atonement is made for him he shall be clean, 
both to his own satisfaction and to his repu- 
tation among his neighbours; he shall retrieve 
both his credit and his comfort, and both 
these true penitents become entitled to, both 
ease and honour, by their interest in the 
atonement. ‘The burnt-offering, besides the 
atonement that was made by it, was a thank- 
ful acknowledgment of God’s mercy to him: 
and the more immediate the hand of God 
was both in the sickness and in the cure the 
more reason he had thus to give glory to him, 
and thus, as our Saviour speaks (Mark i. 44), 
to offer for his cleansing all those things which 
Moses commanded for a testimony unto them. 


21 And if he be poor, and cannot 
get so much; then he shall take one 
lamb for a trespass offering to be 
waved, to make an atonement for 
him, and one tenth deal of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering, 
and a log of oil: 22 And two tur- 
tledoves, or two young pigeons, such 
as he is able to get; and the one 
shall be a sin offering, and the other 
a burnt offering. 23 And he shall 
bring them on the eighth day for his 
cleansing unto the priest, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, before the Lorp. 24 And 
the priest shall take the lamb of the 
trespass offering, and the log of oil, 
and the priest shall wave them for a 
wave offering before the Lorp: 25 
And he shall kill the lamb of the 
trespass offering, and the priest shall 
take some of the blood of the trespass 
offering, and put i¢ upon the tip of 
the right ear of him that is to be 
cleansed, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great tue of 
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his right foot: 26 And the priest 
shall pour of the oil into the palm of 
his own left hand: 27 And the 
priest shall sprinkle with his right 
finger, some of the oil that is in his 
left hand seven times before the 
Lorp: 28 And the priest shall put 
of the oil that is in his hand upon 
the tip of the right ear of him that is 
to be cleansed, and upon the thumb 
of his right hand and upon the great 
toe of his right foot, upon the place 
of the blood of the trespass offering : 
29 And the rest of the oil that is in 
the priest’s hand he shall put upon 
the head of him that is to be cleansed, 
to make an atonement for him before 
the Lorp. 30 And he shall offer the 
one of the turtledoves, or of the young 
pigeons, such as he can get; 31 Even 
such as he is able to get, the one for 
a sin offering, and the other for a 
burnt offering, with the meat offering: 
and the priest shall make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleansed 
before the Lorp. 32 This is the 
law of him in whom is the plague of 
leprosy, whose hand is not able to get 
that which pertaineth to his cleansing. 


We have here the gracious provision which 
the law made for the cleansing of poor lepers. 
If they were not able to bring three lambs, and 
three tenth-deals of flour, they must bring one 
lamb, and one tenth-deal of flour, and, instead 
of the other twolambs, two turtle-doves or two 
young pigeons, v. 21, 22. Here see, 1. That 
the poverty of the person concerned would not 
excuse him if he brought no offering at all. Let 
none think that because they are poor God re- 
quires no service from them, since he has con- 
sidered them, and demands that which it is in 
the power of the poorest to give. “ My son, give 
me thy heart, and with that the calves of thy 
lips shall be accepted instead of the calves of 
the stall.” 2. That God expected from those 
who were poor only according to their ability ; 
his commandments are not grievous, nor does 
he make us to serve with an offering. The 
poor are as welcome to God’s altar as the 
rich; and, if there be first a willing mind and 
an honest heart, two pigeons, when they are 
the utmost a man is able to get, are as accept- 
able to God as two lambs; for he requires 
according to what a man has and not according 
to what hehas not. But it is observable that 
though a meaner sacrifice was accepted from 
the poor, yet the very same ceremony was 
used for them as was for the rich; for their 
souls are as precious and Christ and his gos- 
pel are the same to both. Let not us there- 
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fore have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with respect of persons, Jam. ii. 1. 

33 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses and unto Aaron, saying, 34 When 
ye be come into the land of Canaan, 
which I give to you for a possession, 
and I put the plague of leprosy in a 
house of the land of your possession ; 
35 And he that owneth the house 
shall come and tell the priest, saying, 
It seemeth to me there is as it were 
a plague in the house: 36 Then the 
priest shall command that they empty 
the house, before the priest go into it 
to see the plague, that all that és in 
the house be not made unclean: and 
afterward the priest shall go in to 
see the house: 37 And he shall look 
on the plague, and, behold, if the 
plague be in the walls of the house 
with hollow strakes, greenish or red- 
dish, which in sight are lower than 
the wall; 38 Then the priest shall 
go out of the house to the door of the 
house, and shut up the house seven 
days: 39 And the priest shall come 
again the seventh day, and shall look: 
and, behold, if the plague be spread 
in the walls of the house; 40 Then 
the priest shall command that they 
take away the stones in which the 
plague zs, and they shall cast them 
into an unclean place without the city: 
4] And he shall cause the house to 
be scraped within round about, and 
they shall pour out the dust that they 
scrape off without the city into an un- 
clean place: 42 And they shall take 
other stones, and put them in the 
place of those stones; and he shall 
take other mortar, and shall plaster 
the house. 43 And if the plague come 
again, and break out in the house, 
after that he hath taken away the 
stones, and after he hath scraped the 
house, and after it is plastered; 44 
Then the priest shall come and look, 
and, behold, if the plague be spread 
in the house, it és a fretting leprosy 
in the house: it 7s unclean. 45 And 
he shall break down the house, the 
stones of it, and the timber thereof, 
and all the mortar of the house; and 
he shall carry them forth out of the 
city into an unclean place. 46 More- 
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over he that goeth into the house all 
the while that it is shut up shall be 
unclean until the even. 47 And he 
that lieth in the house shall wash his 
clothes; and he that eateth in the 
house shall wash his clothes. 48 And 
if the priest shall come in, and look 
upon it, and, behold, the plague hath 
not spread in the house, after the 
house was plastered: then the priest 
shall pronounce the house clean, be- 
cause the plague is healed. 49 And 
he shall take to cleanse the house two 
birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, 
and hyssop: 50 And he shall kill the 
one of the birds in an earthen vessel 
over running water: 51 And he shall 
take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, 
and the scarlet, and the living bird, 
and dip them in the blood of the slain 
bird, and in the running water, and 
sprinkle the house seven times: 52 
And he shall eleanse the house with 
the blood of the bird, and with the 
running water, and with the living 
bird, and with the cedar wood, and 
with the hyssop, and with the scar- 
let: 53 But he shall let go the livmg 
bird out of the city into the open 
fields, and make an atonement for 
the house: and it shall be clean. 

This is the law concerning the leprosy in 
a house. Now that they were in the wilder- 
ness they dwelt in tents, and had no houses, 
and therefore the law is made only an appen- 
dix to the former laws concerning the leprosy, 
because it related, not to their present state, 
but to their future settlement. The leprosy 
in a house is as unaccountable as the leprosy 
ina garment; but, if we see not what natural 
causes of it can be assigned, we may resolve 
it into the power of the God of nature, who 
here says, I put the leprosy in a house (v. 34), 
as his curse is said to enter into a house, and 
consume it with the timber and stones thereof, 
Zech. v. 4. Now, 1. It is supposed that 
even in Canaan itself, the land of promise, 
their houses might be infected with a leprosy. 
Though it was a holy land, this would not 
secure them from this plague, while the inha- 
bitants were many of them so unholy. ‘Thus 
a place and a name in the visible church will 
not secure wicked people from God’s judg- 
ments. 2. It is likewise taken for granted that 
the owner of the house will make the priest 
acquainted with it, as soon as he sees the 
ieast cause to suspect the leprosy in his house: 
It seemeth to me there is as it were a plague in 
the house, v. 35. Sin, where that reigns in 


a house, is a plague there, as it is in a heart. 
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And masters of families should be aware and 
afraid of the first appearance of gross sin in 
their families, and put away the iniquity, 
whatever it is, far from their tabernacles, 
Job xxii. 23. They should be jealous with 
a godly jealousy concerning those under their 
charge, lest they be drawn into sin, and take 
early advice, if it but seem that there is a 
plague in the house, lest the contagion spread, 
and many be by it defiledand destroyed. 3. If 
the priest, upon search, found that the leprosy 
had got into the house, he must try to cure it, 
by taking out that part of the building that 
was infected, v. 40, 41. ‘This was like cut- 
ting off a gangrened limb, for the preservation 
of the rest of the body. Corruption should 
be purged out in time, before it spread ; for 
a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. If 
thy right hand offend thee, cut it off. 4. If 
yet it remained in the house, the whole house 
must be pulled down, and all the materials 
carried to the dunghill, v.44, 45. The owner 
had better be without a dwelling than live in 
one that was infected. Note, The leprosy of 
sin, if it be obstinate under the methods of 
cure, will at last be the ruin of families and 
churches. If Babylon will not be healed, she 
shall be forsaken and abandoned, and (accord- 
ing to the law respecting the leprous house) 
they shall not take of her a stone for a corner, 
nor a stone for foundations, Jer. li. 9, 26. 
The remainders of sin and corruption in our 
mortal bodies are like this leprosy in the 
house ; after all our pains in scraping and 
plastering, we shall never be quite clear of it, 
till the earthly house of this tabernacle be 
dissolved and taken down; when we are dead 
we shall be free from sin, and not till then, 
Rom. vi.7. 5. Ifthe taking out the infected 
stones cured the house, and the leprosy did 
not spread any further, then the house must 
be cleansed ; not only aired, that it might be 
healthful, but purified from the ceremonial 
pollution, that 1t might be fit to be the habi- 
tation of an Israelite. The ceremony of its 
cleansing was much the same with that of 
cleansing a leprous person, v. 49, &c. This 
intimated that the house was smitten for the 
man’s sake (as bishop Patrick expresses it), 
and he was to look upon himself as preserved 
by divine mercy. The houses of Israelites 
are said to be dedicated (Deut. xx. 5), for they 
were a holy nation, and therefore they ought 
to keep their houses pure from all ceremonial 
pollutions, that they might be fit for the ser- 
vice of that God to whom they were devoted. 
And the same care should we take to reform 
whatever is amiss in our families, that we and 
our houses may serve the Lord; see Gen. xxxv. 
2. Some have thought the leprosy in the 
house was typical of the idolatry of the Jew- 
ish church, which did strangely cleave to it; 
for, though some of the reforming kings took 
away the infected stones, yet still it broke 
out again, till by the captivity of Babylon 
God took down the house, and carried it to 
an unclean land; and this proved an effectual 
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54 This is the law for all manner 
of plague of leprosy and scall, 55 
And for the leprosy of a garment, 
and of a house, 56 And for a rising, 
and for a scab, and for a bright spot: 
57 To teach when ié is unclean, and 
when i¢ is clean: this is the law of 
leprosy. 

This is the conclusion of this law concern- 
ing the leprosy. There is no repetition of it 
in Deuteronomy, only a general memorandum 
given (Deut. xxiv. 8), Take heed in the plague 
of leprosy. We may see in this law, 1. The 
gracious care God took of his people Israel, 
for to them only this law pertained, and not 
to the Gentiles. When Naaman the Syrian 
was cured of his leprosy he was not bidden 
to show himself to the priest, though he was 
eured in Jordan, as the Jews that were cured 
by our Saviour were. Thus those who are 
entrusted with the key of discipline in the 
church judge those only that are within ; but 
those that are without God judgeth, 1 Cor. v. 
12, 13. 2. The religious care we ought to 
take of ourselves, to keep our minds from the 
dominion of all sinful affections and disposi- 
tions, which are both their disease and their 
defilement, that we may be fit for the service 
of God. We ought also to avoid all bad 
company, and, as much as may be, to avoid 
coming within the danger cf being infected 
by it. Touch not the unclean thing, saith the 
Lord, and I will receive you, 2 Cor. vi. 17. 


CHAP. XV. 


in this chapter we have laws concerning other ceremonial unclean- 
nesses contracted either by bodily disease like that of the leper, 
or some natural incidents, and this either, l. In men, ver. 
1—18. Or, Il. In women, ver. 19—33. We need not be at all 
curious in explainmg these antiquated laws, it is enough if we 
observe tbe general intention; but we have need to be very 
cautious lest sin take occasiun by the commandment to become 
more exceedingly sinful; and exceedingly sinful itis when lust is 
kindled by sparks of fire from God’s altar. The case is bad 
with the soul when it is putrefied by that which should purify it. 


jo the Lorp spake unto Moses 
and to Aaron, saying, 2 Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say 
unto them, When any man hath a 
running issue out of his flesh, because 
of his issue he is unclean. 3 And 
this shall be his uncleanness in his 
issue: whether his flesh run with his 
issue, or his flesh be stopped from his 
issue, if ¿s his uncleanness. 4 Ever 
bed, whereon he lieth that hath the 
issue, is unclean: and every thing, 
whereon he sitteth, shall be unclean. 
5 And whosoever toucheth his bed 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe Aim- 
self in water, and be unclean until the 
even. 6 And he that sitteth on any 
thing whereon he sat that hath the 
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issue shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and be unclean untii 
the even. 7 And he that toucheth 
the flesh of him that hath the issue 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe him- 
self in water, and be unclean until the 
even. § Andif he that hath the issue 
spit upon him that is clean; then he 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe him- 
self in water, and be unclean until 
the even. 9 And what saddle soever 
he rideth upon that hath the issue 
shall be unclean. 10 And whosoever 
toucheth any thing that was under 
him shall be unclean until the even : 
and he that beareth any of those 
things shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the even. 11 And whomsoever 
he toucheth that hath the issue, and 
hath not rinsed his hands in water, 
he shall wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself m water, and be unclean until 
theeven. 12 And the vessel of earth, 
that he toucheth which hath the issue, 
shall be broken: and every vessel ot 
wood shall be rinsed in water. 13 
And when he that hath an issue is 
cleansed of his issue; then he shall 
number to himself seven days for his 
cleansing, and wash his clothes, and 
bathe his flesh in running water, and 
shall be clean. 14 Andon the eighth 
day he shall take to him two turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons, and 
come before the Lorp unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
and give them unto the priest: 15 
And the priest shall offer them, the 
one for a sin offering, and the other 
for a bumt offering; and the priest 
shall make an atonement for him be- 
fore the Lor» for his issue. 16 Andif 
any man’s seed of copulation go out 
from him, then he shall wash all his 
flesh in water, and be unclean until 
17 And every garment, 
and every skin, whereon is the seed 
of copulation, shall be washed with 
water, and be unclean until the even. 
18 The woman also with whom man 
shall lie with seed of copulation, they 
shall both bathe themselves in water, 
ana be unclean until the even. 


We have here the law concerning the cere- 
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monial uncleanness that was contracted by 
running issues in men. It is called in the 
margin (v. 2) the running of the reins: a 
very grievous and loathsome disease, which 
was, usually the effect and consequent of 
wantonness and uncleanness, and a dissolute 
course of life, filling men’s bones with the sins 
of their youth, and leaving them to mourn at 
the last, when all the pleasures of their wicked- 
ness have vanished, and nothing remains 
but the pain and anguish of a rotten carcase 
and a wounded conscience. And what fruit 
has the sinner then of those things whereof 
he has so much reason to be ashamed? 
Rom. vi. 21. As modesty is an ornament of 
grace to the head and chains about the neck, 
so chastity is health to the navel and marrow 
to the bones; but uncleanness is a wound 
and dishonour, the consumption of the flesh 
and the body, and a sin which is often its 
own punishment more than any other. It 
was also sometimes inflicted by the righteous 
hand of God for other sins, as appears by 
David’simprecation of a curse upon the family 
of Joab, for the murder of Abner. 2 Sam. iii. 
29, Let there not fail from the house of Joab 
one that hath an issue, or is a leper. <A vile 
disease for vile deserts. Now whoever had 
this disease upon him, 1. He was himself 
unclean, v. 2. He must not dare to come 
near the sanctuary, it was at his peril if he 
did, nor might he eat of the holy things. 
This signified the filthiness of sin, and of all 
the productions of our corrupt nature, which 
render us odious to God’s holiness, and 
utterly unfit for communion with him. Out 
of a pure heart well kept are the issues of 
life (Prov. iv. 23), but out of an unclean heart 
comes that which is defiling, Matt. xii. 34, 
35. 2. He made every person and thing 
unclean that he touched, or that touched 
him, v. 4—12. His bed, and his chair, and 
his saddle, and every thing that belonged to 
him, could not be touched without a cere- 
monial ineleanness contracted, which a man 
must remain conscious to himself of till sun- 
set, and from which he could not be cleansed 
without washing his clothes, and bathing his 
flesh in water. This signified the contagion 
of sin, the danger we are in of being polluted 
by conversing with those that are polluted, 
and the need we have with the utmost cir- 
cumspection to save ourselves from this un- 
toward generation. 3. When he was cured 
of the disease, yet he could not be cleansed 
from the pollution without a sacrifice, for 
which he was to prepare himself by seven 
days’ expectation after he was perfectly clear 
from his distemper, and by bathing 1n spring 
water, v. 13—15. This signified the great 
gospel duties of faith and repentance, and 
the great gospel privileges of the application 
of Christ’s blood to our souls for our justifi- 
cation and his grace for our sanctification. 
God has promised to sprinkle clean water 


upon us, and to cleanse us from all our filthi- | gation. 
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wash and make ourselves clean: he has 
also provided a sacrifice of atonement, and 
requires us by faith to interest ourselves in 
that sacrifice ; for it is the blood of Christ his 
Son that cleanses us from all sin, and by 
which atonement is made for us, that we may 
have admission into God’s presence and may 
partake of his favour. 

19 And if a woman have an issue, 
and her issue in her flesh be blood, 
she shall be put apart seven days : and 
whosoever toucheth her shall be un- 
clean until the even. 20 And every 
thing that she lieth upon in her sepa- 
ration shall be unclean: every thing 
also that she sitteth upon shall be un- 
clean. 21 And whosoever toucheth 
her bed shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the even. 22 And whosoever 
toucheth any thing that she sat upon 
shall wash his clothes, and bathe him- 
self in water, and be unclean until 
the even. 23 And if it be on her bed, 
or on any thing whereon she sitteth, 
when he toucheth it, he shall be un- 
clean until the even. 24 And if any 
man lie with her at all, and her flowers 
be upon him, he shall be unclean seven 
days; and all the bed whereon he 
lieth shall be unclean. 25 And if a 
woman have an issue of her blood 
many days out of the time of her se- 
paration, or if it run beyond the time 
of her separation ; all the days of the 
issue of her uncleanness shall be as 
the days of her separation: she shali 
be unclean. 26 Every bed whereon 
she lieth all the days of her issue shall 
be unto her as the bed of her separa- 
tion : and whatsoever she sitteth upon 
shall be unclean, as the uncleanness 
of her separation. 27 And whosoever 
toucheth those things shall be un- 
clean, and shall wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be unclean 
until the even. 28 But if she be 
cleansed of her issue, then she shall 
number to herself seven days, and 
after that she shall be clean. 29 And 
on the eighth day she shall take unto 
her two turtles, or two young pigeons, 
and bring them unto the priest, to the 
door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
30 And the priest shall offer 


ness, and has appointed us by repentance to' the one for a sin offering, and the 
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priest shall make an atonement for her 
before the Lorp for the issue of her 
uncleanness. 31 Thus shall ye sepa- 
rate the children of Israel from their 
uncleanness; that they die not in their 
uncleanness, when they defile my ta- 
bernacle that ¿s among them. 32 This 
is the law of him that hath an issue, 
and of him whose seed goeth from 
him, and is defiled therewith; 33 
And of her that is sick of her flowers, 
and of him that hath an issue, of the 
man, and of the woman, and of him 
that lieth with her that is unclean. 


This ıs concerning the ceremonial un- 
cleanness which women lay under from their 
issues, both those that were regular and 
healthful, and according to the course of na- 
ture (v. 19—24), and those that were un- 
seasonable, excessive, and the disease of the 
body; such was the bloody issue of that poor 
woman who was suddenly cured by touching 
the hem of Christ’s garment, after she had 
lain twelve years under her distemper, and had 
spent her estate upon physicians and physic 
in vain. This made the woman that was 
afflicted with it unclean (v.25) and every 
thing she touched unclean, v. 26, 27. And 
if she was cured, and found by seven days’ 
trial that she was perfectly free from her is- 
sue of blood, she was to be cleansed by the 
offering of two turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons, to make an atonement for her, v. 
28, 29. All wicked courses, particularly 
idolatries, are compared to the uncleanness 
of a removed woman (Ezek. xxxvi. 17), and, 
in allusion to this, it is said of Jerusalem 
(Lam. i. 9), Her filthiness is in her skirts, so 
that (as it follows, v. 17) she was shunned as 
a menstruous woman. 

I. The reasons given for all these laws 
(which we are ready to think might very well 
have been spared) we have, v.31. 1. Thus 
shall you separate the children of Israel (for 
to them only and their servants and prose- 
lytes these laws pertained) from their unclean- 
ness; that is, (1.) By these laws they were 
taught their privilege and honour, that they 
were purified unto God a peculiar people, and 
were intended by the holy God for a kingdom 
of priests, a holy nation; for that was a de- 
filement to them which was not so to others. 
(2.) They were also taught their duty, which 
was to preserve the honour of their purity, 
and to keep themselves from all sinful pol- 
lutions. It was easy for them to argue that 
1f those pollutions which were natural, un- 
avoidable, involuntary, their affliction and not 
their sin, rendered them for the time so odious 
that they were not fit for communion either 
with God or man, much more abominable 
and filthy were they if they sinned against 
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the light and law of nature, by drunkenness, 
adultery, fraud, and the like sins, which de- 
file the very mind and conscience. And, if 
these ceremonial pollutions could not be done 
away but by sacrifice and offering, something 
greater and much more valuable must be ex- 
pected and depended upon for the purifying 
of the soul from the uncleanness of sin. 2. 
Thus their dying in their uncleanness by the 
hand of God’s justice, if while they were un- 
der any of these defilements they should come 
near the sanctuary, would be prevented. 
Note, It is a dangerous thing to die in our 
uncleanness; and it is our own fault if we 
do, since we have not only fair warning given 
us, by God’s law, against those things that 
will defile us, but also such gracious provi- 
sion made by his gospel for our cleansing if 
at any time we be defiled. 3. In all these 
laws there seems to be a special regard had 
to the honour of the tabernacle, to which 
none must approach in their uncleanness, 
that they defile not my tabernacle. Infinite 
Wisdom took this course to preserve in the 
minds of that careless people a continual dread 
of, and veneration for, the manifestations of 
God’s glory and presence among them in his 
sanctuary. Now that the tabernacle of God 
was with men familiarity would be apt to 
breed contempt, and therefore the law made 
so many things of frequent incidence to be 
ceremonial pollutions, and to involve an in- 
capacity of drawing near to the sanctuary 
(making death the penalty), that so they might 
not approach without great caution, and re- 
verence, and serious preparation, and fear of 
being found unfit. ‘Thus they were taught 
never to draw near to God but with an awful 
humble sense of their distance and danger, 
and an exact observance of every thing that 
was required in order to their safety and 
acceptance. 

IT. And what duty must we learn from all 
this? 1. Let us bless God that we are not 
under the yoke of these carnal ordinances, 
that, as nothing can destroy us, so nothing 
can defile us, but sin. ‘Those may now par- 
take of the Lord’s supper who durst not then 
eat of the peacc-offerings. And the defile- 
ment we contract by our sins of daily in- 
firmity we may be cleansed from in secret 
by the renewed acts of repentance and faith, 
without bathing in water or bringing an 
offering to the door of the tabernacle. 2. Let 
us carefully abstain from all sin, as defiling 
to the conscience, and particularly from all 
fleshly lusts, possessing our vessel tn sanctzfi- 
cation and honour, and not in the lusts of un- 
cleanness, which not only pollute the soul, 
but war against it, and threaten its ruin. 3. 
Let us all see how indispensably necessary 
real holiness is to our future happiness, and 
get our hearts purified by faith, that we may 
see God. Perhaps it is in allusion to these 
laws which forbade the unclean to approach 
the sanctuary that when it is asked, Iho 
shall stand in God’s holy place? it is an- 
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swered, He that hath clean hands and a pure 
heart (Ps. xxiv. 3, 4); for without holiness no 
man shall see the Lord. 

CHAP. XVI 


In this chapter we have the institution of the annual solemnity of 
the day of atonement, or expiation, which had as much gospel 
ım it as perhaps any of the appointments of the ceremonial law, 
as appears by the reference the apostle makes to it, Heb. ix. 7, 
Ac. We had before divers laws concerning sin-offeriugs for par- 
ticular persons, and to be offered upon particular occasions ; but 
this is concerning the stated sacrifice, in which the whole nation 
was interested. The whole service of the day is committed to 
the high priest, 1. Ile must never come into the most haly place 
Out upon this day, ver. 1, 2. 11. He must come dressed in linen 
garments, ver. 4. Hl. Me must bring a sin-offering and a burnt- 
cffering for himself (ver. 3), offer his sin-offering (ver. 6—11), 
then go within the veil with some of the blood of his sin-offering, 
burn incense, and sprinkle the blood before the mercy-se.tt, ver. 
12—14. 1V., Two goats must be provided for the people, lots cast 
upon thein, aud, 1, One of them must be a sin-offering for the 
people (ver. 5, 7—9), and the blood of it must be sprinkled before 
the mercy-seat (ver. 15—17), and then some of the blood of both 
the sin-offerings must be spriokled upon the altar, ver. 18, 19. 
2. The other must be a scape-goat (ver. 10), the sins of Israel 
must be confessed over him, and then he mnst be sent away into 
the wilderness (ver. 20—22), and he that brought him away must 
he ceremonially unclean, ver. 26. V. The hurnt-offerings were 
then to be offered, the fat of the sin-offerings burnt on the altar, 
and their flesh hurnt without the camp, ver. 23—25, 27,28. VI. 
The people were to observe the day religiously hy a holy rest and 
holy maurning for sin; and this was to be a statute for ever, 
ver. 29, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

after the death of the two sons of 
Aaron, when they offered before the 
Lorp, and died; 2 And the Lorp 
said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron 
thy brother, that he come not at all 
times into the holy place, within the 
veil before the mercy seat, which is 
upon the ark; that he die not: for I 
will appear in the cloud upon the 
mercy seat. 3 Thus shall Aaron come 
into the holy place: with a young bul- 
lock for a sin offering, and a ram for 
a burnt offering. 4 He shall put on 
the holy linen coat, and he shall have 
the linen breeches upon his flesh, and 
shall be girded with a linen girdle, and 
with the linen mitre shall he be attired: 
these are holy garments; therefore 
shall he wash his flesh in water, and 
so put them on. 

Here is, I. The date of this law concerning 
the day of atonement: it was after the death 
of the two sons of Aaron (w. 1), which we 
read, ch. x. 1. 1. Lest Aaron should fear 
that any remaining guilt of that sin should 
cleave to his family, or (seeing the priests 
were so apt to offend) that some after-sin of 
his other sons should be the ruin of his 
family, he is directed how to make atone- 
ment for his house, that it might keep in 
with God; for the atonement for it would be 
the establishment of it, and preserve the en- 
tail of the blessing upon it. 2. The priests 
being warned by the death of Nadab and 
Abihu to approach to God with reverence 
and godly fear (without which they came at 
their peril), directions are here given how the 
nearest approach might be made, not only 


without peril, but to unspeakable advantage 
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and comfort, if the directions were observed. 
When they were cut off for an undue ap- 
proach, the rest must not say, ‘‘ Then we will 
not draw near at all,” but, “Then we will do 
it by rule.” ‘They died for their sin, there- 
fore God graciously provides for the rest, that 
they dienot. Thus God’s judgments on some 
should be instructions to others. 

I. The design of this law. One intention 
of it was to preserve a veneration for the 
most holy place, within the veil, where the 
Shechinah, or divine glory, was pleased to 
dwell between the cherubim: Speak unto 
Aaron, that he come not at all times into the 
holy place, v. 2. Before the veil some of the 
priests came every day to burn incense upon 
the golden altar, but within the veil none 
must ever come but the high priest only, and 
he but on one day in the year, and with great 
ceremony and caution. ‘That place where 
God manifested his special presence must not 
be made common. If none must come into 
the presence-chamber of an earthly king un- 
called, no, not the queen herself, upen pain 
of death (Esth. iv. 11), was it not requisite 
that the same sacred respect should he paid 
to the King of kings? But see what a blessed 
change is made by the gospel of Christ; all 
good Christians have now boldness to enter 
into the holiest, through the veil, every day 
(Heb. x. 19, 20); and we come boldly (not as 
Aaron must, with fear and trembling) to the 
throne of grace, or mercy-seat, Heb. iv. 16 
While the manifestations of God’s presence 
and grace were sensible, it was requisite that 
they should thus be confined and upon the 
reserve, because the objects of sense the 
more familiar they are made the less awful or 
delightful they become; but now that they 
are purely spiritual it is otherwise, for the 
objects of faith the more they are conversed 
with the more do they manifest of their great- 
ness and goodness: now therefore we are 
welcome to come at all times into the holy 
place not made with hands, for we are made 
to sit together with Christ in heavenly places 
by faith, Eph. ii. 6. Then Aaron must not 
come near at all times, lest he die; we now 
must come near at all times that we may live: 
it is distance only that 1s our death. Then 
God appeared in the cloud upon the mercy- 
seat, but now with open face we behold, not 
in a dark cloud, but in a clear glass, the glory 
of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

IH. The person to whom the work of this 
day was committed, and that was the high 
priest only: Thus shall Aaron come into the 
holy place, v.3. He was to do all himself 
upon the day of atonement; only there was 
a second provided to be his substitute or 
supporter, in case any thing should befal 
him, either of sickness or ceremonial un- 
cleanness, that he could not perform the ser- 
vice of the day. All Christians are spiritual 
priests, but Christ only is the high priest, 
and he alone it is that makes atonement, nor 
needed he either assistant or substitute. 
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IV. The attire of the high priest in this 
service. He was not to be dressed up in his 
rich garments that were peculiar to himself: 
he was not to put on the ephod, with the 
precious stones in it, hut only the linen clothes 
which he wore in common with the inferior 
priests, v. 4. That meaner dress did best be- 
come him on this day of humiliation; and, 
being thinner and lighter, he would in it be 
more expedite for the work or service of the 
day, which was all to go through his hands. 
Christ, our high priest, made atonement for 
sin in our nature; not in the robes of his 
own peculiar glory, but the linen garments of 
our mortality, clean indeed, but mean. 


5 And he shall take of the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel two 
kids of the goats for a sin offering, and 
one ram for a burnt offering. 6 And 
Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin 
offering, which is for himself, and 
make an atonement for himself, and 
for his house. 7 And he shall take 
the two goats, and present them be- 
fore the Lorp at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation. 8 And 
Aaron shall cast lots upon the two 
goats; one lot for the Lorp, and the 
other lot for the scapegoat. 9 And 
Aaron shall bring the goat upon which 
the Lorp’s lot fell, and offer him for 
a sin offering. 10 But the goat, on 
which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, 
shall be presented alive before the 
Lorp, to make an atonement with 
him, and to let him go for a scapegoat 
into the wilderness. 11 And Aaron 
shall bring the bullock of the sin of- 
fering, which ¿s for himself, and shall 
make an atonement for himself, and 
for his house, and shall kill the bul- 
lock of the sin offering which zs for 
himself; 12 And he shall take a censer 
full of burning coals of fire from off 
the altar before the Lorp, and his 
hands full of sweet incense beaten 
small, and bring iż within the veil: 
12 And he shall put the incense upon 
the fire before the Lorp, that the 
cloud of the incense may cover the 
mercy seat that 7s upon the testimony, 
that he die not: 14 And he shall 
take of the blood of the bullock, and 
sprinkle ié with his finger upon the 
mercy seat eastward; and betore the 
mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the 
blood with his finger seven times. 
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The Jewish writers say that for seven days 
before the day of expiation the high priest 
was to retire from his own house, and to 
dwell in a chamber of the temple, that he 
might prepare himself for the service of this 
great day. During those seven days he him- 
self did the work of the inferior priests about 
the sacrifices, incense, &c., that he might have 
his hand in for this day: he must have the 
institution read to him again and again, that 
he might be fully apprised of the whole me- 
thod. 1. He was to begin the service of the 
day very early with the usual morning sacri- 
fice, after he had first washed his whole body 
before he dressed himself, and his hands and 
feet again afterwards. He then burned the 
daily incense, dressed the lamps, and offered 
the extraordinary sacrifice appointed for this 
day (not here, but Num. xxix. 8), a bullock, 
a ram, and seven lambs, all for burnt-offer- 
ings. ‘This he is supposed to have done in 
his high priest’s garments. 2. He must now 
put off his rich robes, bathe himself, put 
on the linen garments, and present unto the 
Lord his own bullock, which was to be a sin- 
offering for himself and his house, v. 6. The 
bullock was set between the temple and the 
altar, and the offering of him mentioned in 
this verse was the making of a solemn con- 
fession of his sins and the sins of his house, 
earnestly praying for the forgiveness of them, 
and this with his hands on the head of the 
bullock. 3. He must then cast lots upon 
the two goats, which were to make (both to- 
gether) one sin-offering for the congregation. 
One of these goats must be slain, in token of 
a satisfaction to be made to God’s justice for 
sin, the other must be sent away, in token of 
the remission or dismission of sin by the 
mercy of God. Both must be presented to- 
gether to God (v.7) before the lot was cast 
upon them, and afterwards the scape-goat by 
itself, v. 10. Some think that goats were 
chosen for the sin-offering because, by the 
disagreeableness of their smell, the offensive- 
ness of sin is represented: others think, be- 
cause it was said that the demons which the 
heathens then worshipped often appeared to 
their worshippers in the form of goats, God 
therefore obliged his people to sacrifice goats, 
that they might never be tempted to sacrifice 
to goats. 4. The next thing to be done was 
to kill the bullock for the sin-offering for 
himself and his house, v.11. “Now,” say 
the Jews, “he must again put his hands on 
the head of the bullock, and repeat the con- 
fession and supplication he had before made, 
and kill the bullock with his own hands, to 
make atonement for himself first (for how 
could he make reconciliation for the sins of 
the people till he was himself first reconciled?) 
and for his house, not only his own family, 
but all the priests, who are called the house 
of Aaron,” Ps. cxxxv.19. This charity must 
begin at home, though it must not end there. 
The bullock being killed, he left one of the 
priests to stir the blood, that it might not 
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thicken, and then, 5. He took a censer of 
burning coals (that would not smoke) in one 
hand, and a dish full of the sweet incense in 
the other, and then went into the holy of 
holies through the veil, went up towards the 
ark, set the coals down upon the floor, and 
scattered the incense upon them, so that the 
room was immediately filled with smoke. 
The Jews say that he was to go in side-ways, 
that he might not look directly upon the ark 
where the divine glory was, till it was covered 
with smoke; then he must come out back- 
wards, out of reverence to the divine majesty; 
and, after a short prayer, he was to hasten 
out of the sanctuary, to show himself to the 
people, that they might not suspect that he 
had misbehaved himself and died before the 
Lord. 6. He then fetched the blood of the 
bullock from the priest whom he had left 
stirring it, and took that in with him the se- 
cond time into the holy of holies, which was 
now filled with the smoke of the incense, and 
sprinkled with his finger of that blood upon, 
cr rather towards, the mercy-seat, once over 
against the top of it and then seven times to- 
wards the lower part of it, v.14. But the 
drops of blood (as the Jews expound it) all 
fell upon the ground, and none touched the 
mercy-seat. Having done this, he came out 
of the most holy place, set the basin of blood 
down in the sanctuary, and went out. 


15 Then shall he kill the goat of 
the sin offering, that zs for the people, 
and bring his blood within the veil, 
and do with that blood as he did with 
the blood of the bullock, and sprinkle 
it upon the mercy seat, and before the 
mercy seat: 16 And he shall make 
an atonement for the holy place, be- 
cause of the uncleanness of the child- 
ren of Israel, and because of their 
transgressions in all their sins: and so 
shall he do for the tabernacle of the 
congregation that remaineth among 
them in the midst of their unclean- 
ness. 17 And there shall be no man 
in the tabernacle of the congregation 
when he goeth in to make an atone- 
ment in the holy place, until he come 
out, and have made an atonement for 
himself, and for his household, and 
for all the congregation of Israel. 18 
And he shall go out unto the altar 
that ¿s before the Lorp, and make an 
atonement for it; and shall take of 
the blood of the bullock, and of the 
blood of the goat, and put 7é upon 
the horns of the altar round about. 
19 And he shall sprinkle of the blood 
upon it with his finger seven times, 
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and cleanse 1t, and hallow it from the 
uncleanness of the children of Israel. 


When the priest had come out from 
sprinkling the blood of the bullock before 
the mercy-seat, 1. He must next kill the 
goat which was the sin-offering for the 
people (w. 15) and go the third time into the 
holy of holies, to sprinkle the blood of the 
goat, as he had done that of the bullock; 
and thus he was to make atonement for the 
holy place (v. 16); that is, whereas the people 
by their sins had provoked God to take away 
those tokens of his favourable presence with 
them, and rendered even that holy place 
unfit to be the habitation of the holy God, 
atonement was hereby made for sin, that 
God, being reconciled to them, might con- 
tinue with them. 2. He must then do the 
same for the outward part of the tabernacle 
that he had done for the inner room, by 
sprinkling the blood of the bullock first, and 
then that'of the goat, without the veil, where 
the table and incense-altar stood, eight times 
each as before. The reason intimated is be- 
cause the tabernacle remained among them in 
the midst of their uncleanness, v. 16. God 
would hereby show them how much their 
hearts needed to be purified, when even the 
tabernacle, only by standing in the midst of 
such an impure and sinful people, needed 
this expiation ; and also that even their de- 
votions and religious performances had much 
amiss in them, for which it was necessary 
that atonement should be made. During 
this solemnity, none of the inferior priests 
must come into the tabernacle (v. 17), but, by 
standing without, must own themselves un- 
worthy and unfit to minister there, because 
their follies, and defects, and manifold im- 
purities in their ministry, had made this ex- 
piation of the tabernacle necessary. 3. He 
must then put some of the blood, both of the 
bullock and of the goat mixed together, upon 
the horns of the altar that is before the Lord, 
v. 18,19. It is certain that the altar of in- 
cense had this blood put upon it, for so it is 
expressly ordered (Exod. xxx. 10); but some 
think that this directs the high priest to 
the altar of burnt-offcrings, for that also is 
here called the altar before the Lord (v. 12), 
because he is said to go out to it, and because 
it may be presumed that that also had need 
of an expiation; for to that the gifts and 
offerings of the children of Israel were all 
brought, from whose uncleanness the altar 
is here said to be hallowed. 


20 And when he hath made an end 
of reconciling the holy place, and the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and 
the altar, he shall bring the live goat : 
21 And Aaron shall lay both his hands 
upon the head of the live goat, and 
confess over him all the iniquities of 
the children of Israel, and all their 
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transgressions in all their sins, putting 
them upon the head of the goat, and 
shall send him away by the hand of a 
fit man into the wilderness: 22 And 
the goat shall bear upon him all their 
iniquities unto a land not inhabited: 
and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness. 23 And Aaron shall come 
into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, and shall put off the linen gar- 
ments, which he put on when he went 
into the holy place, and shall leave 
them there: 24 And he shall wash 
his flesh with water in the holy place, 
and put on his garments, and come 
forth, and offer his burnt offering, and 
the burnt offering of the people, and 
make an atonement for himself, and 
for the people. 25 And the fat of 
the sin offering shall he burn upon 
the altar. 26 And he that let go the 
goat for the scapegoat shall wash his 
clothes, and bathe his flesh in water, 
and afterward come into the camp. 
27 And the bullock for the sin offer- 
ing, and the goat for the sin offering, 
whose blood was brought in to make 
atonement in the holy place, shall one 
carry forth without the eamp; and 
they shall burn in the fire their skins, 
and their flesh, and their dung. 28 
And he that burneth them shall wash 
his clothes, and bathe his flesh in 
water, and afterward he shall come 
into the eamp. 

The high priest having presented unto the 
Lord the expiatory sacrifices, by the sprink- 
ling of their blood, the remainder of which, 
it is probable, he poured out at the foot of 
the brazen altar, 1. He is next to confess 
the sins of Israel, with both his hands upon 
the head of the scape-goat (v. 20, 21); and 
whenever hands were imposed upon the head 
of any sacrifice it was always done with con- 
fession, according as the nature of the sacri- 
fice was; and, this being a sin-offering, it 
must be a confession of sin. In the latter 
and more degenerate ages of the Jewish 
church they had a set form of confession 
prepared for the high priest, but God here 
prescribed none; for it might be supposed 
that the high priest was so well acquainted 
with the state of the people, and had such a 
tender concern for them, that he needed not 
any form. The confession must be as parti- 
cular as he could make it, not only of all the 
iniquities of the children of Israel, but all 
their transgressions in all their sins. In one 
sin there may be many transgressions, from 
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the several aggravating circumstances of it ; 
and in our confessions we should take notice 
of them, and not only say, I have sinned, but, 
with Achan, “Thus and thus have I done.” 
By this confession he must put the sins of 
Israel upon the head of the goat; that is, 
exercising faith upon the divine appointment 
which constituted such a translation, he must 
transfer the punishment incurred from the 
sinners to the sacrifice, which would have 
been but a jest, nay, an affront to God, if he 
himself had not ordained it. 2. The goat 
was then to be sent away immediately by the 
hand of a fit person pitched upon for the 
purpose, into a wilderness, a land not inha- 
bited; and God allowed them to make this 
construction of it, that the sending away of 
the goat was the sending away of their sins, 
by a free and full remission: He shall bear 
upon him all their iniquities, v. 22. The 
losing of the goat was a sign to them that 
the sins of Israel should be sought for, and 
not found, Jer. 1.20. The later Jews hada 
custom to tie one shred of scarlet cloth to the 
horns of the goat and another to the gate of 
the temple, or to the top of the rock where 
the goat was lost, and they concluded that if 
it turned white, as they say it usually did, 
the sins of Israel were forgiven, as it is 
written, Though your sins have been as scar- 
let, they shall be as wool: and they add that 
for forty years before the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans the scarlet cloth 
never changed colour at all, which is a fair 
confession that, having rejected the sub. 
stance, the shadow stood them in no stead. 
3. The high priest must then put off his 
linen garments in the tabernacle, and leave 
them there, the Jews say never to be worn 
again by himself or any other, for they made 
new ones every year; and he must bathe 
himself in water, put on his rich clothes, and 
then offer both his own and the people’s 
burnt-offerings, v. 23, 24. When we have 
the comfort of our pardon God must have 
the glory of it. If we have the benefit of 
the sacrifice of atonement, we must not 
grudge the sacrifices of acknowledgment. 
And, it should seem, the burning of the fat 
of the sin-offermg was deferred till now 
w. 25), that it might be consumed with the 
burnt-offerings. 4. The flesh of both those 
sin-offerings whose blood was taken within 
the veil was to be all burnt, not upon the 
altar, but at a distance without the camp, to 
signify both our putting away sin by true re- 
pentance, and the spirit of burning, and 
God’s putting it away by a full remission, so 
that it shall never rise up in judgment against 
us. 5. He that took the scape-goat into the 
wilderness, and those that burned the sin- 
offering, were to be looked upon as cere- 
monially unclean, and must not come into 
the camp till they had washed their clothes 
and bathed their flesh in water, which signi- 
fied the defiling nature of sin; even the 
sacrifice which was but made sin was defiling : 
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also the imperfection of the legal sacrifices ; 
they were so far from taking away sin that 
even they left some stain upon those that 
touched them. 6. When all this was done, 
the high priest went again into the most 
holy place to fetch his censer, and so re- 
turned to his own house with joy, because he 
had done his duty, and died not. 

29 And this shall be a statute for 
ever unto you: that in the seventh 
month, on the tenth day of the 
month, ye shall afflict your souls, 
and do no work at all, whether it be 
one of your own country, ora stranger 
that sojourneth among you: 30 For 
on that day shall the priest make an 
atonement for you, to cleanse you, 
that ye may be clean from all your 
sins before the Lorp. 31 It shall be 
a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye 
shall afflict your souls, by a statute 
for ever. 32 And the priest, whom 
he shall anoint, and whom he shall 
consecrate to minister in the priest’s 
office in his father’s stead, shall make 
the atonement, and shall put on the 
linen clothes, even the holy garments: 
33 And he shall make an atonement 
for the holy sanctuary, and he shall 
make an atonement for the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and for the altar, 
and he shall make an atonement for 
the priests, and for all the people of 
the congregation. 34 And this shall 
be an everlasting statute unto you, to 
make an atonement for the children 
of Israel for all their sins once a year. 
And he did as the Lorp commanded 
Moses. 

I. We have here some additional directions 
in reference to this great solemnity, particu- 
larly, 

1. The day appointed for this solemnity. 
It must be observed yearly on the tenth day 
of the seventh month, v. 29. The seventh 
had been reckoned the first month, till God 
appointed that the month in which the child- 
ren of Israel came out of Egypt should 
thenceforward be accounted and called the 
first month. Some have fancied that this 
tenth day of the seventh month was the day 
of the year on which our first parents fell, 
and that it was keptas a fast inremembrance 
of their fall. Dr. Lightfoot computes that 
this was the day on which Moses came the 
last time down from the mount, when he 
brought with him the renewed tables, and 
the assurances of God’s being reconciled to 
Israel, and his face shone: that day must be 


a day of atonement throughout their genera- 
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tions; for the remembrance of God’s for- 
giving them their sin about the golden calf 
might encourage them to hope that, upon 
their repentance, he would forgive them all 
trespasses. 

2. The duty of the people on this day. 
(1.) They must rest from all their labours : 
It shall be a sabbath of rest, v. 31. ‘The 
work of the day was itself enough, and a 
good day’s work if it was done well; there- 
fore they must do no other work at all. The 
work of humiliation for sin requires such a close 
application of. mind, and such a fixed engage- 
ment of the whole man, as will not allow us 
to turn aside to any other work. The day 
of atonement seems to be that sabbath spoken 
of by the prophet (Isa. lviii. 13), for it is the 
same with the fast spoken of in the verses 
before. (2.) They must afilict their souls. 
They must refrain from all bodily refresh- 
ments and delights, in token of inward hu- 
miliation and contrition of soul for their sins. 
They all fasted on this day from food (except 
the sick and children), and laid aside their 
ornaments, and did not anoint themselves, as 
Daniel, ch. x. 3, 12. David chastened his 
soul with fasting, Ps. xxxv. 13. And it sig- 
nified the mortifying of sin and turning from 
it, loosing the bunds of wickedness, Isa. lviii. 
6,7. The Jewish doctors advised that they 
should not on that day read those portions of 
scripture which were proper to atfect them 
with delight and joy, because it was a day to 
afflict their souls. 

3. The perpetuity of this institution: It 
shall be a statute for ever, v. 29,34. It must 
not be intermitted any year, nor ever let fall 
till that constitution should be dissolved, 
and the type should be superseded by the 
antitype. As long as we are continually sin- 
ning, we must be continually repenting, and 
receiving the atonement. The law of afflict- 
ing our souls for sin is a statute for ever, 
which will continue in force till we arrive 
where all tears, even those of repentance, 
will be wiped from our eyes. The apostle 
observes it as an evidence of the insufficiency 
of the legal sacrifices to take away sin, and 
purge the conscience from it, that in them 
there was a remembrance made of sin every 
year, upon the day of atonement, Heb. x. 
1—3. The annual repetition of the sacri- 
fices showed that there was in them only a 
faint and feeble effort towards making atonc- 
ment; it could be done effectually only by 
the offering up of the body of Christ once for 
all, and that once was sufficient; that sacri- 
fice needed not to be repeated. 

Il. Let us see what there was of gospel in 
all this. 

1. Here are typified the two great gospel 
privileges of the remission of sin and access 
to God, both which we owe to the mediation 
of our Lord Jesus. Here then let us see, 

(1.) The expiation of guilt which Christ 
made for us. He is himself both the maker 
and the matter of the atonement; for he is, 
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[1.] The priest, the high priest, that makes 
reconciliation for the sins of the people, Heb. 
u. 17. He, and he only, is par negotio—fit 
for the work and worthy of the honour: he 
is appointed by the Father to do it, who 
sanctified him, and sent him into the world 
for this purpose, that God might in him re- 
concile the world to himself. He undertook 
it, and for our sakes sanctified himself, and 
set himself apart for it, John xvii. 19. The 
high priest’s frequently bathing himself on 
this day, and performing the service of it in 
fine linen clean and white, signified the holi- 
ness of the Lord Jesus, his perfect freedom 
from all sin, and his being beautified and 
adorned with all grace. No man was to be 
with the high priest when he made atone- 
ment (v. 17); for our Lord Jesus was to 
tread the wine-press alone, and of the people 
there must be zone with him (lsa. lxii. 3); 
therefore, when he entered upon his suffer- 
ings, all his disciples forsook him and fled, for 
if any of them had been taken and put to 
death with him it would have looked as if 
they had assisted in making the atonement ; 
none but thieves, concerning whom there 
could be no suck suspicion, must suffer with 
him. And observe what the extent of the 
atonement was which the high priest made : 
it was for the holy sanctuary, for the taber- 
nacle, for the altar, for the priests, and for 
all the people, v. 33. Christ’s satisfaction is 
that which atones for the sins both of minis- 
ters and people, the inzguities of our holy 
(and our unholy) things; the title we have to 
the privileges of ordinances, our comfort in 
them, and benefit by them, are all owing to 
the atonement Christ made. But, whereas 
the atonement which the high priest made 
pertained only to the congregation of Israel, 
Christ is the propitiation, not for their sins 
only, that are Jews, but for the sins of the 
whole Gentile world. And in this also Christ 
infinitely excelled Aaron, that Aaron needed 
to offer sacrifice for his own sin first, of 
which he was to make confession upon the 
head of his sin-offering ; but our Lord Jesus 
had no sin of his own to answer for. Such 
a high priest became us, Heb. vii. 26. And 
therefore, when he was baptized in Jordan, 
whereas others stood in the water confessing 
their sins (Matt. ili. 6), he went up straight- 
way out of the water (v. 16), having no sins 
to confess. [2.] As he is the high priest, so 
he is the sacrifice with which atonement is 
made; for he is all in all in our reconciliation 
to God. Thus he was prefigured by the two 
goats, which both made one offering: the 
slain goat was a type of Christ dying for our 
kins, the scape-goat a type of Christ rising 
again for our justification. It was directed 
by lot, the disposal whereof was of the Lord, 
which goat should be slain; for Christ was 
delivered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God. First, The atonement is 
said to be completed by putting the sins of 
Israel upon the head of the goat. They de- 
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served to have been abandoned and sent into 
a land of forgetfulness, but that punishment 
was here transferred to the goat that bore 
their sins, with reference to which God is 
said to have laid upon our Lord Jesus (the 
substance of all these shadows) the iniquity 
of us all (Isa. liii. 6), and he is said to have 
borne our sins, even the punishment of them, 
in his own body upon the tree, 1 Pet. ii. 24. 
Thus was he made sin for us, that is, a sacri- 
fice for sin, 2 Cor. v. 21. He suffered and 
died, not only for our good, but in our stead, 
and was forsaken, and seemed to be forgot- 
ten fora time, that we might not be forsaken 
and forgotten for ever. Some learned men 
have computed that our Lord Jesus was bap- 
tized of John in Jordan upon the tenth day 
of the seventh month, which was the very 
day of atonement. Then he entered upon 
his office as Mediator, and was immediately 
driven of the Spirit into the wilderness, a land 
not inhabited. Secondly, The consequence 
of this was that all the iniquities of Israel 
were carried into a land of forgetfulness. 
Thus Christ, the Lamb of God, takes away 
the sin of the world, by taking it upon him- 
self, John i. 29. And, when God forgives 
sin, he is said to remember it no more (Heb. 
vill. 12), to cast it behind his back (Isa. 
xxxviii. 17), into the depths of the sea (Mic. 
vii. 19), and to separate it as far as the east 
is from the west, Ps. ciii. 12. 

(2.) The entrance into heaven which Christ 
made for usis here typified by the high priest’s 
entrance into the most holy place. This the 
apostle has expounded (Heb. ix. 7, &c.), 
and he shows, [1.] That heaven is the ho- 
liest of all, but not of that building, and that 
the way into it by faith, hope, and prayer, 
through a Mediator, was not then so clearly 
manifested as it is to us now by the gospel. 
[2.] That Christ our high priest entered into 
heaven at his ascension once for all, and as a 
public person, in the name of all his spiritual 
Israel, and through the veil of his flesh, 
which was rent for that purpose, Heb. x. 20. 
[3.] That he entered by his own blood (Heb. 
ix. 12), taking with him to heaven the virtues 
of the sacrifice he offered on earth, and so 
sprinkling his blood, as it were, before the 
mercy-seat, where it speaks better things 
than the blood of bulls and goats could do. 
Hence he is said to appear in the midst of 
the throne as a lamb that had been slain, 
Rey. v.6. And, though he had no sin of his 
own to expiate, yet it was by his own merit 
that he obtained for himself a restoration to 
his own ancient glory (John xvii. 4, 5), as 
well as an eternal redemption for us, Heb. 
ix. 12. [4.] The high priest in the holy 
place burned incense, which typified the in- 
tercession that Christ ever lives to make for 
us within the veil, in virtue of his satisfac- 
tion. And we could not expect to live, no, 
not before the mercy-seat, if it were not 
covered with the cloud of this incense. Mere 
mercy itself will not save us, without the in- 
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terposition of a Mediator. The intercession 
of Christ is there set forth before God as 
incense, as this incense. And as the high 
priest interceded for himself first, then for 
his household, and then for all Israel, so our 
Lord Jesus, in the xviith of St. John (which 
was a specimen of the intercession he makes 
in heaven), recommended himself first to his 
Father, then his disciples who were his house- 
hold, and then all that should believe on him 
through their word, as all Israel ; and, having 
thus adverted to the uses and intentions of 
his offering, he was immediately seized and 
crucified, pursuant to these intentions. [5.] 
Herein the entry Christ made far exceeded 
Aaron’s, that Aaron could not gain admis- 
sion, no, not for his own sons, into the most 
holy place; but our Lord Jesus has con- 
secrated for us also a new and living way 
into the holiest, so that we also have boldness 
to enter, Heb. x. 19, 20. [6.] The high 
priest was to come out again, but our Lord 
Jesus ever lives, making intercession, and 
always appears in the presence of God for 
us, whither as the forerunner he has for us 
entered, and where as agent he continues 
for us to reside. 

2. Here are likewise typified the two great 
gospel duties of faith and repentance, by 
which we are qualified for the atonement, 
and come to be entitled to the benefit of it. 
(1.) By faith we must put our hands upon 
the head of the offering, relying on Christ as 
the Lord our Righteousness, pleading his 
satisfaction as that which was alone able to 
atone for our sins and procure us a pardon. 
“ Thou shalt answer, Lord, for me. ‘This is 
all I have to say for myself, Christ has died, 
yea, rather has risen again ; to his grace and 
government | entirely submit myself, and in 
him I receive the atonement,’? Rom. v. 11. 
(2.) By repentance we must afflict our souls ; 
not only fasting for a time from the delights 
of the body, but inwardly sorrowing for our 
sins, and living a life of self-denial and mor- 
tification. We must also make a penitent 
confession of sin, and this with an eye to 
Christ, whom we have pierced, and mourning 
because of him; and with a hand of faith 
upon the atonement, assuring ourselves that, 
if we confess our sins, God is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

Lastly, In the year of jubilee, the trumpet 
which proclaimed the liberty was ordered to 
be sounded in the close of the day of atone- 
ment, ch. xxv.9. Forthe remission of our debt, 
release from our bondage, and our return to 
our inheritance, are all owing to the mediation 
and intercession of Jesus Christ. By the 
atonement we obtain rest for our souls, and 
pi glorious liberties of the children of 
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After the law conceraiag the atoncinent to be made for all Israel by 
the high priest, at the tahernacle, with the blood of bulls and 
goats, in this chapter we havetwo prohihitions necessary for the 
Preservation of the honour of that atonement. 1. That no sa- 
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crifice should be offered by auy other than the priests, nor any 
where hat at the door of the tahernacle, and this upon pain ct 
death, ver. 1—9. Il. That no blood shoold be eaten, and thie 
uader the same penalty, ver. 10, &e. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto Aaron, 
and unto his sons, and unto all the 
children of Israel, and say unto them ; 
This is the thing which the Lorp 
hath commanded, saying, 3 What 
man soever there be of the house of 
Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or 
goat, in the camp, or that killeth ¿é 
out of the camp, 4 And bringeth it 
not unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, to offer an offer- 
ing unto the Lorn before the taber- 
nacle of the Lorn; blood shall be 
imputed unto that man; he hath 
shed blood; and that man shall be 
cut off from among his people: 5 
To the end that the children of Israel 
may bring their sacrifices, which they 
offer in the open field, even that they 
may bring them unto the Lorn, unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
eregation, unto the priest, and offer 
them for peace offerings unto the 
Lorp. 6 And the priest shall sprinkle 
the blood upon the altar of the Lorp, 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and burn the fat for a 
sweet savour unto the Lorp. 7 And 
they shall nomore offer their sacrifices 
unto devils, after whom they have gone 
a whoring. This shall be a statute 
for ever unto them throughout their 
generations. 8 And thou shalt say 
unto them, Whatsoever man there 
be of the house of Israel, or of the 
strangers which sojourn among you, 
that offereth a burnt offering or sa- 
crifice, 9 And bringeth it not unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, to offer it unto the Lorn; 
even that man shall be cut off from 
among his people. 

This statute obliged all the people of Israel 
to bring all their sacrifices to God’s altar, to 
be offered there. And as to this matter we 
must consider, 

I. How it stood before. 1. It was allowed 
to all people to build altars, and offer sacri- 
fices to God, where they pleased. Wher- 
ever Abraham had a tent he built an altar, 
and every master of a family was a priest to 
his own family, as Job i. 5. 2. This liberty 
had been an occasion of idolatry. When 


B. C. 1490. 


every man was his own priest, and had an 
altar of his own, by degrees, as they became 
vain in their imaginations, they invented 
gods of their own, and offered iheir sacrifices 
unto demons, v.7. The word signifies rough 
or hairy goats, because it is probable that in 
that shape the evil spirits often appeared to 
them, to invite their sacrifices and to signify 
their acceptanee of them. For the devil, 
ever since he became a revolter from God 
and a rebel against him, has set up for a rival 
with him, and coveted to have divine honours 
paid him: he had the impudence to solicit 
our blessed Saviour to fall down and worship 
him. The Israelites themselves had learned 
in Egypt to sacrifice to demons. And some 
of them, it should seem, practised it even 
since the God of Israel had so gloriously ap- 
peared for them, and with them. ‘They are 
said to go a whoring after these demons ; for 
it was such a breach of their covenant with 
God as adultery is of the marriage covenant: 
and they were as strongly addieted to their 
idolatrous worships, and as hard to be re- 
elaimed from them, as those that have given 
themselves over to fornication, to work all 
uncleanness with greediness ; and therefore it 
is with reference to this that God ealls him- 
self a jealous God. 

II. How this law settled it. 1. Some think 
that the children of Israel were by this law 
forbidden, while they were in the wilderness, 
to kill any beef, or mutton, or veal, or lamb, 
or goat, even for their common eating, but 
at the door of the tabernacle, where the blood 
and the fat were to be offered to God upon 
the altar, and the flesh to be returned back 
to the offerer to be eaten as a peace-offering, 
according to the law. And the statute is so 
worded (v. 3, 4) as to favour this opinion, 
for it speaks generally of killing any ox, or 
lamb, or goat. The learned Dr. Cudworth 
puts this sense upon it, and thinks that while 
they had their tabernacle so near them in the 
midst of their eamp they ate no flesh but 
what had first been offered to God, but that 
when they were entering Canaan this con- 
stitution was altered (Deut. xii. 21), and they 
were allowed to kill their beasts of the flock 
and herd at home, as well as the roebuck 
and the hart; only thrice a year they were 
to see God at his tabernacle, and to eat and 
drink before him there. And it is probable 
that in the wilderness they did not eat much 
flesh but that of their peace-offerings, pre- 
serving what cattle they had, for breed, 
against they came to Canaan; therefore they 
murmured for flesh, being weary of manna; 
and Moses on that oceasion speaks as if they 
were very sparing of the flocks and the herds, 
Num. xi. 4, 22. Yet itis hard to eonstrue 
this as a temporary law, when it is expressly 
said to bea statute for ever (v.7); and there- 
fore, 2. It should seem rather to forbid only 
the killing of beasts for sacrifice any where 
but at God’s altar. They must not offer 
sacrifice, as they had done, in the open field 
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(w. 5), no, not to the true God, but it must 
be brought to the priest, to be offered on the 
altar of the Lord: and the solemnity they 
had lately witnessed, of consecrating both the 
priests and the altar, would serve for a good 
reason why they should confine themselves 
to both these that God had so signally ap- 
pointed and owned. This law obliged not 
only the Israelites themselves, but the pro- 
selytes or strangers that were eircumeised 
and sojourned among them, who were in 
danger of retaining an affection to their old 
ways of worship. If any should transgress 
this law, and offer sacrifice any where 
but at the tabernacle, (1.) The guilt was 
great: Blood shall be imputed to that man ; 
he hath shed blood, v. 4. Though it was 
but a beast he had killed, yet, killing it 
otherwise than God had appointed, he was 
looked upon as a murderer. It is by the 
divine grant that we have the liberty to kili 
the inferior creatures, to the benefit of which 
we arc not entitled, unless we submit to the 
limitations of it, whieh are that it be not done 
either with cruelty or with superstition, Gen. 
ix. 3, 4. Nor was there ever any greater 
abuse done to the inferior creatures than 
when they were made either false gods or 
sacrifices to false gods, to which the apostle 
perhaps has special reference when he speaks 
of the vanity and bondage of corruption to 
which the creature was made subject, Rom. 
vill. 20, 21, compare ch.i. 23,25. Idolatrous 
sacrifiees were looked upon, not only as 
adultery, but as murder: he that offeret% 
them is as if he slew a man, Isa. Ixvi.3.  (2.) 
The punishment should be severe: That man 
shall be cut off from among his people. Either 
the magistrate must do it if it were manifest 
and notorious, or, if not, God would take 
the work into his own hands, and the offender 
should be cut off by some immediate stroke 
of divine justice. The reasons why God thus 
strietly ordered all their sacrifices to be offered 
at one place were, [1.] For the preventing 
of idolatry and superstition. That sacrifices 
might be offered to God, and aceording to 
the rule, and without innovations, they must 
always be offered by the hands of the priests, 
who were servants in God’s house, and under 
the eye of the high priest, who was ruler of 
the house, and took care to see every thin 
done according to God’s ordinance. oa 
For the securing of the honour of God’s 
temple and altar, the peculiar dignity of which 
would be endangered if they might offer their 
saerifices any where else as well as there. [3.] 
For the preserving of unity and brotherly 
love among the Israelites, that meeting all 
at one altar, as all the children of the family 
meet daily at one table, they might live and 
love as brethren, and be as one man, of one 
mind in the Lord. 

III. How this law was observed. 1. While 
the Israelites kept their integrity they had a 
tender and very jealous regard to this law, 
as appears by their zeal against the altar 
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which was erected by the two tribes and aj shall eat blood, neither shall any 


half, which they would by no means have 
left standing if they had not been satisfied 
that it was never designed, nor should ever 
be used, for sacrifice or offering, Josh. xxii. 
12, &c. 2. The breach of this law was for 
many ages the scandalous and incurable cor- 
ruption of the Jewish church, witness that 
complaint which so often occurs in the history 
even of the good kings, Howbeit the high 
places were not taken away ; and it was an 
inlet to the grossest idolatries. 3. Yet this 
law was, in extraordinary cases, dispensed 
with. Gideon’s sacrifice (Judg. vi. 26), Ma- 
noah’s (Judg. xiii. 19), Samuel’s (1 Sam. 
vii. 9; ix. 13; xi. 15), David’s (2 Sam. xxiv. 
18), and Elijah’s (1 Kings xvii. 23), were 
accepted, though not offered at the usual 
place: but these were all either ordered by 
angels or offered by prophets; and some 
think that after the desolation of Shiloh, and 
before the building of the temple, while the 
ark and altar were unsettled, it was more 
allowable to offer sacrifice elsewhere. 

IV. How the matter stands now, and what 
use we are to make of this law. 1. It is 
certain that the spiritual sacrifices we are now 
to offer are not confined to any oneplace. Our 
Saviour has made this clear (John iv. 21), 
and the apostle (1 Tim. ii. 8), according to 
the prophecy, that im every place incense 
should be offered, Mal.i.11. We have now no 
temple nor altar that sanctifies the gift, nor 
does the gospel unity lie in one place, but in 
one heart, and the unity of the spirit. 2. 
Christ is our altar, and the true tabernacle 
(Heb. viii. 2; xiii. 10); in him God dwells 
among us, and it is in him that our sacrifices 
are acceptable to God, and in him only, 1 Pet. 
ii. 5. To set up other mediators, or other 
altars, or other expiatory sacrifices, is, in 
effect, to set up other gods. He is the centre 
of unity, in whom all God’s Israel meet. 
Yet we are to have respect to the public wor- 
ship of God, not forsaking the assemblies of 
his people, Heb. x. 25. The Lord loves the 


3. | flesh. 


stranger that sojourneth among you 
eat blood. 13 And whatsoever man 
there be of the children of Israel, or 
of the strangers that sojourn among 
you, which hunteth and catcheth any 
beast or fowl that may be eaten; he 
shall even pour out the blood thereof, 
and cover it with dust. 14 For i¢ is 
the life of all flesh; the blood of it is 
for the life thereof: therefore I said 
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall 
eat the blood of no manner of flesh: 
for the life of all flesh is the blood 
thereof: whosoever eateth it shall be 
cut off. 15 And every soul that eateth 
that which died of itself, or that which 
was torn with beasts, whether it be 
oneof your own country, or a stranger, 
he shall both wash his clothes, and 
bathe himself in water, and be un- 
clean until the even: then shall he be 
clean. 16 But if he wash them not, 
nor bathe his flesh; then he shall 
beer his iniquity. 

We have here, I. A repetition and con. 
firmation of the law against eating blood. We 
have met with this prohibition twice before 
in the levitical law (ch. iii. 17; vii. 26), 
besides the place it had in the precepts of 
Noah, Gen. ix. 4. But here, 1. The pro- 
hibition is repeated again and again, and 
reference had to the former laws to this pur- 
port (w. 12): T said to the children of Israel, 
No soul of you shall eat blood ; and again (w. 
14), You shall eat the blood of no manner of 
A great stress is laid upon it, as a law 
which has more in it than at first view one 
would think. 2. It is made binding, not 
only on the house of Israel, but on the 


gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of | strangers that sojourned among them (v. 10), 


Jacob, and so should we; see Ezek. xx. 40. 
Though God will graciously accept our fa- 
mily offerings, we must not therefore neglect 
the door of the tabernacle. 


which perhaps was one reason why it was 
thought advisable, for a time, to forbid blood 
to the Gentile converts, Acts xv. 29. 3. The 
penalty annexed to this law is very severe 


10 And whatsoever man there be of | (v- 10): I will even set my face against that soul 


the house of Israel, or of the strangers 
that sojourn among you, that eateth 
any manner of blood; | will even set 
my face against that soul that eateth 
blood, and will cut him off from 
among his people. 11 For the life of 
the flesh is in the blood: and I have 
given it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls : 
the blood that maketh an atonement 
for the soul. 12 Therefore I said unto 


the children of Israel, No soul of you 
512 


that eateth blood, if he do it presumptuously, 
and will cut him off; and again (v.14), He shall 
be cut off. Note, God’s wrath will be the sin- 
ner’s ruin. Write that man undone, for ever 
undone, against whom God sets his face; 
for what creature is able to confront the 
Creator? 4. A reason is given for this law 
(w. 11): because it is the blood that makes 
atonement for the soul ; and therefore it was 
appointed to make atonement with, because 


for it zs | the life of the flesh is the blood. The sinner 


deserved to die; therefore the sacrifice must 
die. Now, the blood being so the life that 
ordinarily beasts were killed for man’s use 
by the drawing out of all their blood, God 


y 
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appointed the sprinkling or pouring out of 
the blood of the sacrifice upon the altar to 
signify that the life of the sacrifice was given 
to God instead of the sinner’s life, and as a 
ransom or counter-price for it; therefore 
without shedding of blood there was no remis- 
sion, Heb. ix. 22. For this reason they 
must eat no blood, and, (1.) It was then a 
very good reason; for God would by this 
means preserve the honour of that way of 
atonement which he had instituted, and keep 
up in the minds of the people a reverent 
regard to it. The blood of the covenant 
being then a sensible object, no blood must 
be either eaten or trodden under foot as a 
common thing, as they must have no oint- 
ment nor perfume like that which God 
ordered them to make for himself. But, (2.) 
This reason is now superseded, which inti- 
mates that the law itself was ceremonial, and 
is now no longer in force: the blood of 
Christ who has come (and we are to look for 
no other) is that alone which makes atone- 
ment for the soul, and of which the blood of 
the sacrifices was an imperfect type: the 
coming of the substance supersedes the shia- 
dow. The blood of beasts is no longer the 
ransom, but Christ’s blood only ; and there- 
fore there is not now that reason for abstaining 
from blood which there was then, and we 
cannot suppose it was the will of God 
that the law should survive the reason of it. 
The blood, provided it be so prepared as not 
to be unwholesome, is now allowed for the 
nourishment of our bodies, because it is no 
longer appointed to make an atonement for 
the soul. (3.) Yet it has still a useful signi- 
ficancy. The life is in the blood; it is the 
vehicle of the animal spirits, and God would 
have his people to regard the life even of 
their beasts, and not to be cruel and hard- 
hearted, not to take delight in any thing that 
is barbarous. They must not be a blood- 
thirsty people. The blood then made atone- 
ment figuratively, now the blood of Christ 
makes atonement really and effectually; to 
this therefore we must have a reverent regard, 
and not use it as @ common thing, for he will 
set his face against those that do so, and 
they shall be cut off, Heb. x. 29. 

II. Some other precepts are here given as 
appendages to this law, and hedges about it. 
1. They must cover the blood of that which 
they took in hunting, v. 13. They must not 
only not eat it, but must give it a decent burial, 
in token of some mystery which they must 
believe lay hidden in this constitution. The 
Jews look upon this as a very weighty pre- 
cept and appoint that the blood should be 
covered with these words, Blessed be he that 
hath sanctified us by his precepts, and com- 
manded us to caver blood. 2. ‘They must not 
eat that which died of itself or was torn of 
beasts (v. 15), for the blood was either not at 
all, or not regularly, drawn out of them. 
God would have them to be curious in their 
diet, not with the curiosity that gratifies the 
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sensual appetite, but with that which checks 
and restrains it. God would not have his 
children to eat every thing that came in their 
way with greediness, but to consider diligently 
what was before them, that they might learn in 
other things to ask questions for conscience’ 
sake. ‘Those that flew upon the spoil sinned, 
1 Sam. xiv. 32, 33. If a man did, through 
ignorance or inconsideration, eat the flesh of 
any beast not duly slain, he must wash him- 
self and his clothes, else he bore his iniquity, 
v. 15, 16. The pollution was ceremonial, 
so was the purification from it; but if aman 
slighted the prescribed method of cleansing, or 
would not submit to it, he thereby contracted 
moral guilt. See the nature of a remedial 
law : he that obeys it has the benefit of it; he 
that does not, not only remains under his 
former guilt, but adds to that the guilt of con- 
temning the provisions made by divine grace 
for his relief, and sins against the remedy. 
CHAP. XVIII. 


Here is, 1. A general law against all conformity to the corrupt 
usages of the heathen, ver. 1—5. 1l. Particular laws, 1. Against 
incest, ver, 6—15. 2. Against beastly lusts, and barbarous idola- 
tries, ver. 19—43. lI. The enforcement of these laws from the 
ruia of the Canaanites, ver. 24—30. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 


saying, 2 Speak unto thechildren 


of Israel, and say unto them, I am the 
Lorp your God. 3 After the doings 
of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, 
shall ye not do: and after the doings 
of the land of Canaan, whither I bring 
you, shall ye not do: neither shall ye 
walk in their ordinances. 4 Ye shall 
do my judgments, and keep mine 
ordinances, to walk therein: I am the 
Lorp your God. 5 Ye shall there- 
fore keep my statutes, and my judg- 
ments: which if a man do, he shall 
live in them: I am the Lorp. 

After divers ceremonial institutions, God 
here returns to the enforcement of moral pre- 
cepts. ‘The former are still of use to us as 
types, the latter still binding as laws. We 
have here, 1. The sacred authority by which 
these laws are enacted: I am the Lord your 
God (v. 1, 4, 30), and I am the Lord, v. 5, 6, 21. 
“The Lord, who has a right to rule all; your 
God, who has a peculiar right to rule you.” 
Jehovah is the fountain of being, and there- 
fore the fountain of power, whose we are, 
whom we are bound to serve, and who is able 
to punish all disobedience. “ Your God to 
whoin you have consented, in whom you are 
happy, to whom you lie under the highest 
obligations imaginable, and to whom you are 
accountable.” 2. A strict caution to take 
heed of retaining the relics of the idolatries 
of Egypt, where they had dwelt, and of re- 
ceiving the infection of the idolatries of 
Canaan, whither they were now going, v. 3. 
Now that God was by Moses teaching them 
his ordinances there was aliquid dediscen- 
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dum—something to be unlearned, which they 
had sucked in with their milk in Egypt, a 
country noted for idolatry: You shall not do 
after the doings of the land of Egypt. It 
would be the greatest absurdity in itself to 
retain such an affection for their house of 
bondage as to be governed in their devotions 
by the usages of it, and the greatest ingrati- 
tude to God, who had so wonderfully and 
graciously delivered them. Nay, as if go- 
verned by a spirit of contradiction, they 
would be in danger, even after they had 
received these ordinances of God, of admit- 
ting the wicked usages of the Canaanites and 
of inheriting their vices with their land. 
Of this danger they are here warned, Yor 
shall not walk in their ordinances. Such a 
tyrant is custom that their practices are called 
ordinances, and they became rivals even with 
God’s ordinances, and God’s professing peo- 
ple were in danger of receiving law from 
them. 3. A solemn charge to them to keep 
God’s judgments, statutes, and ordinances, v. 
4,5. To this charge, and many similar ones, 
David seems to refer in the many prayers and 
professions he makes relating to God’s laws 
in the 119th Psalm. Observe here, (1.) The 
great rule of our obedience—God’s statutes 
and judgments. ‘These we must keep to walk 
therein. We must keep them in our books, 
and keep them in our hands, that we may 
practise them in our hearts and lives. Re- 
member God’s commandments to do them, Ps. 
ciii. 18. We must keep in them as our way 
to travel in, keep to them as our rule to work 
by, keep them as our treasure, as the apple of 
our eye, with the utmost care and value. (2.) 
The great advantage of our obedience: Which 
if a man do, he shail live in them, that is, “he 
shall be happy here and hereafter.” We 
have reason to thank God, [1.] That this is 
still in force as a promise, with a very favour- 
able construction of the condition. If we keep 
God’s commandments in sincerity, though 
we come short of sinless perfection, we shall 
find that the way of duty is the way of 
comfort, and will be the way to happiness. 
Godliness has the promise of life, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
Wisdom has said, Keep my commandments 
and live: and if through the Spirit we mortify 
the deeds of the body (which are to us as the 
usages of Egypt were to Israel) we shail live. 
[2.] That it is not so in force in the nature 
of a covenant as that the least transgression 
shall for ever exclude us from this life. The 
apostle quotes this twice as opposite to the 
faith which the gospel reveals. It is the de- 
scription of the righteousness which is by the 
law, the man that doeth them shall live 
iv abrotc—in them (Rom. x. 5), and is urged 
to prove that the law ts not of faith, Gal. iii. 
12. The alteration which the gospel has made 
is in the last word: still the man that does 
them shall live, but not live in them ; for the 
law could not give life, because we could not 
perfectly keep it; it was weak through the 
fesh, not in itself; but now the man that does 
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them shall live by the faith of the Son of God. 
He shall owe his life to the grace of Christ, 
and not to the merit of lis own works; see 
Gal. iii. 21, 22. The just shall live, but they 
shall live by faith, by virtue of their union 
with Christ, who is their life. 

6 None of you shall approach to any 
that is near of kin to him, to uncover 
their nakedness: I am the Lorp. 7 
The nakedness of thy father, or the 
nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou 
not uncover: she is thy mother; thou 
shalt not uncover her nakedness. $ 
The nakedness of thy father’s wife 
shalt thou not uncover: it is thy fa- 
ther’s nakedness. 9 The nakedness 
of thy sister, the daughter of thy fa- 
ther, or daughter of thy mother, whe- 
ther she be born at home, or born 
abroad, even their nakedness thou 
shalt not uncover. 10 The nakedness 
of thy son’s daughter, or of thy 
daughter's daughter, even their naked- 
nessthou shalt not uncover: for their’s 
is thine own nakedness. 11 The na- 
kedness of thy father’s wife’s daughter, 
begotten of thy father, she is thy sis- 
ter, thou shalt not uncover her naked- 
ness. 12 Thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of thy father’s sister: she 
is thy father’s near kinswoman. 13 
Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness 
of thy mother’s sister: for she is thy 
mother’s near kinswoman. 14 Thou 
shalt not uncover the nakedness of 
thy father’s brother, thou shalt not 
approach to his wife: she is thine 
aunt. 15 Thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of thy daughter in law: she 
is thy son’s wife; thou shalt not un- 
cover her nakedness. 16 Thou shalt 
not uncover the nakedness of thy bro- 
ther’s wife: itis thy brother’s naked- 
ness. 17 Thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of a woman and her daugh- 
ter, neither shalt thou take her son’s 
daughter, or her daughter’s daughter, 
to uncover her nakedness; for they 
are her near kinswomen: it ¿s wick- 
edness. 18 Neither shalt thou take a 
wife to her sister, to vex her, to un- 
cover her nakedness, beside the other 
in her life dzme. 

These laws relate to the seventh com- 


mandment, and, no doubt, are obligatory on 
us under the gospel, for they are consonant 
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to the very light and law of nature: one of 
the articles, that of a man’s having his father’s 
wife, the apostle speaks of as a sin not so 
much as named among the Gentiles, 1 Cor. v.1. 
Though some of the incests here forbidden 
were practised by some particular persons 
among the heathen, yet they were disallowed 
and detested, unless among those nations 
who had become barbarous, and were quite 
given up to vile affections. Observe, 

I. That which is forbidden as to the rela- 
tions here specified is approaching to them to 
uncover their nakedness, v. 6. 

1. It is chietly intended to forbid the 
marrying of any of these relations. Marriage 
is a divine institution ; this and the sabbath, 
the eldest of all, of equal standing with man 
upon the earth: it is intended for the com- 
fort of human life, and the decent and honour- 
able propagation of the human race, such as 
became the dignity of man’s nature above 
that of the beasts. It is honourable in all, 
and these laws are for the support of the 
honour of it. It was requisite that a divine 
ordinance should be subject to divine rules 
and restraints, especially because it concerns 
a thing wherein the corrupt nature of man 
is as apt as in any thing to be wilful and 
impetuous in its desires, and impatient of 
check. Yet these prohibitions, besides their 
being enacted by an incontestable authority, 
are in themselves highly reasonable and 
equitable. (1.) By marriage two were to 
become one flesh, therefore those that before 
were in a sense one flesh by nature could not, 
without the greatest absurdity, become one 
flesh by institution ; for the institution was 
designed to unite those who before were 
not united. (2.) Marriage puts an equality 
between husband and wife. ‘Is she not thy 
companion taken out of thy side?” There- 
fore, if those who before were superior and 
inferior should intermarry (which is the case 
in most of the instances here laid down), the 
order of nature would be taken away by a 
positive institution, which must by no means 
be allowed. ‘The inequality between master 
and servant, noble and ignoble, is founded in 
consent and custom, and there is no harm 
done if that be taken away by the equality of 
marriage; but the inequality between parents 
and children, uncles and nieces, aunts and 
nephews, either by blood or marriage, 1s 
founded in nature, and is therefore perpetual, 
and cannot without confusion be taken away 
by the equality of marriage, the institution 
of which, though ancient, is subsequent to 
the order of nature. (3.) No relations that 
are equals are forbidden, except brothers and 
sisters, by the whole blood or half blood, 
or by marriage; and in this there is not the 
same natural absurdity as in the former, for 
Adam’s sons must of necessity have married 
their own sisters; but it was requisite that it 
should be made by a positive law unlawful 
and detestable, for the preventing of sinful 
familiarities between those that in the davs of 
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their youth are supposed to live in a house 
together, and yet cannot intermarry without 
defeating one of the intentions of marriage, 
which is the enlargement of friendship and 
interest. If every man married his own 
sister (as they would be apt to do from gene- 
ration to generation if it were lawful), each 
family would be a world to itself, and it 
would be forgotten that we are members one 
of another. Jt is certain that this has always 
been looked upon by the more sober heathen 
as a most infamous and abominable thing; 
and those who had not this law yet were 
herein a law tothemselves. ‘The making use 
of the ordinance of marriage for the patron- 
ising of incestuous mixtures is so far from 
justifying them, or extenuating their guilt, 
that it adds the guilt of profaning an ordi- 
nance of God, and prostituting that to the 
vilest of purposes which was instituted for 
the noblest ends. But, 

2. Uncleanness, committed with any of 
these relations out of marriage, is likewise, 
without doubt, forbidden here, and no less 
intended than the former: as also all lasci- 
vious carriage, wanton dalliance, and every 
thing that has the appearance of this evil 
Relations must love one another, and are to 
have free and familiar converse with each 
other, but it must be with all purity; and 
the less it is suspected of evil by others the 
more care ought the persons themselves to 
take that Satan do not get advantage against 
them, for he is a very subtle enemy, and seeks 
all occasions against us. 

II. The relations forbidden are most of 
them plainly described; and it is generally 
laid down as a rule that what relations of a 
man’s own he is bound up from marrying 
the same relations of his wife he is likewise 
forbidden to marry, for they two are one. 
That iaw which forbids marrying a brother’s 
wife (w. 16) had an exception peculiar to 
the Jewish state, that, if a man died without 
issue, his brother or next of kin should marry 
the widow, and raise up seed to the deceased 
(Deut. xxv. 5), for reasons which held good 
only in that commonwealth; and therefore 
now that those reasons have ceased the ex- 
ception ceases, and the law is in force, that a 
man must in no case marry his brother’s 
widow. ‘That article (v. 18) which forbids a 
man to take a wife to her sister supposes a 
connivance at polygamy, as some other laws 
then did (Exod. xxi. 10; Deut. xxi. 15), but 
forbids a man’s marrying two sisters, as 
Jacob did, because between those who had 
before been equal there would be apt to arise 
greater jealousies and animosities than be- 
tween wives that were not so nearly related. 
If the sister of the wife be taken for the 
concubine, or secondary wife, nothing can be 
more vexing in her life, or as long as she lives. 


19 Also thou shalt not approach 
unto a woman to uncover her naked- 


ness, as long as she is put apart for 
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her uncleanness. 20 Moreover thou 
shalt not he carnally with thy neigh- 
bour’s wife, to defile thyself with her. 
2t And thou shalt not let any of thy 
seed pass through the fire to Molech, 
neither shalt thou profane the name 
of thy God: I am the Lorp. 22 
Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as 
with womankind: it is abomination. 
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any 
beast to defile thyself therewith: nei- 
ther shall any woman stand before a 
beast to lie down thereto; it is con- 
fusion. 24 Defile not ye yourselves in 
any of these things: for in all these 
the nations are defiled which I cast 
out before you: 25 And the land is 
defiled: therefore I do visit the in- 
iquity thereof upon it, and the land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. 
26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes 
and my judgments, and shall not com- 
mit any of these abominations; nei- 
ther any of your own nation, nor any 
stranger that sojourneth among you: 
27 (For all these abominations have 
the men of the land done, which were 
before you, and the land is defiled ;) 
28 That the land spue not you out 
also, when ye defile it, as it spued 
out the nations that were before you. 
29 For whosoever shall commit any 
of these abominations, even the souls 
that commit them shall be cut off 
from among their people. 30 There- 
fore shall ye keep mine ordinance, 
that ye commit not any one of these 
abominable customs, which were com- 
mitted before you, and that ye defile 
not yourselves therein: I am the 
Lorp your God. 


Here is, I. A law to preserve the honour 
of the marriage-bed, that it should not be 
unseasonably used (v. 19), nor invaded oy an 
adulterer, v. 20. 

I]. A law against that which was the most 
unnatural idolatry, causing their children to 
pass through the fire to Moloch,v.21. Moloch 
(as some think) was the idol in and by which 
they worshipped the sun, that great fire of 
the world ; and therefore in the worship of 
it they made their own children either sacri- 
fices to this idol, burning them to death 
before it, or devotees to it, causing them to 
pass between two fires, as some think, or to 
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consecrafing of but one of their children in 
this manner to Moloch would procure good 
fortune for all the rest of their children. Did 
idolaters thus give their own children to false 
gods, and shall we think any thing too dear 
to be dedicated to, or to be parted with for, 
the true God? See how this sin of Israel 
(which they were afterwards guilty of, not- 
withstanding this law) is aggravated by the 
relation which they and their children stood 
in to God. Ezek. xvi. 20, Thou hast taken thy 
sons aud thy daughters, whom thou hast borne 
nuto me, and these thou hasi sacrificed. There- 
fore it is here called profaning the name of 
their God ; for it looked as if they thought 
they were under greater obhgations to Mo- 
loch than to Jehovah; for to him the 
offered their cattle only, but to Moloch their 
children. 

TII. A law against unnatural lusts, sodomy 
and bestiality, sins not to be named nor 
thought of without the utmost abhorrence 
imaginable, v. 22,23. Other sins level men 
with the beasts, but these sink them much 
lower. That ever there should have been 
occasion for the making of these laws, and 
that since they are published they should ever 
have been broken, is the perpetual reproach 
and scandal of human nature; and the giving 
of men up to these vile affections was fre- 
quently the punishment of their idolatries ; 
so the apostle shows, Rom. i. 24. 

IV. Arguments against these and the like 
abominable wickednesses. He that has an 
indisputable right to command us, yet because 
he will deal with us as men, and draw with the 
cords of a man, condescends to reason with 
us. 1. Sinners defile themselves with these 
abominations: Defile not yourselves iu any of 
these things, v. 24. All sin is defiling to the 
conscience, but these are sins that have a 
peculiar turpitude in them. Our heavenly 
Father, ın kindness to us, requires of us that 
we keep ourselves clean, and do not wallow 
in the dirt. 2. The souls that comuit them 
shall be cut off, v. 29. And justly; for, if 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy, 1 Cor. in. 17. Fleshly lusts 
war against the soul, and will certainly be 
the ruin of it if God’s mercy and grace pre- 
vent not. 3. The land is defiled, v. 25. If 
such wickednesses as these be practised and 
connived at, the land is thereby made unfit 
to have God’s tabernacle in it, and the pure 
and holy God will withdraw the tokens of his 
gracious presence fromit. It is also rendered 
unwholesome to the inhabitants, who are 
hereby infected with sin and exposed to 
plagues: and it is really nauseous and loath- 
some to all good men in it, as the wickedness 
of Sodom was to the soul of righteous Lot. 
4. These have been the abominations of the 
former inhabitants, v. 24, 27. Therefore it 
was necessary that these laws should be 
made, as antidotes and preservatives from the 


be thrown through one, to the honour of plague are necessary when we go into an in- 
this pretended deity, imagining that the |fected place. And therefore they should not 
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practise any such things, because the nations 
that had practised them now lay under the 
curse of God, and were shortly to fall by the 
sword of Israel. They could not but be sen- 
sible how odious those people had made 
themselves who wallowed in this mire, and 
how they stank in the nostrils of all good 
men; and shall a people sanctified and dig- 
nified as Israel was make themselves thuc 
vile? When we observe how ill sin looks in 
others we should use this as an argument 
with ourselves with the utmost care and 
caution to preserve our purity. 5. For these 
and the like sins the Canaanites were to be 
destroyed; these filled the measure of the 
Amorites’ iniquity (Gen. xv. 16), and brought 
down that destruction of so many populous 
kingdoms which the Israelites were now 
shortly to be not only the spectators, but the 
instruments of: Therefore I do visit the in- 
iquity thereof upon it, v. 25. Note, The tre- 
mendous judgments of God, executed on 
those that are daringly profane and atheisti- 
cal, are intended as warnings to those who 
profess religion to take heed of every thing 
that has the least appearance of, or tendency 
towards, profaneness or atheism. Even the 
ruin of the Canaanites is an admonition to 
the Israelites not to do like them. Nay, to 
show that not only the Creator is provoked, 
but the creation burdened, by such abomina- 
tions as these, it is added (v. 25), The land 
itself vomiteth out her inhabitants. The very 
ground they went upon did, as it were, groan 
under them, and was sick of them, and not 
easy till it had discharged itself of these ene- 
mies of the Lord, Isa. 1. 24. This bespeaks 
the extreme loathsomeness of sin; sinful 
man indeed drinks in iniquity like water, but 
the harmless part of the creaticn even heaves 
at it, and rises against it. Many a honseand 
many a town have spued out the wicked in- 
habitants, as it were, with abhorrence, Rev. 
in. 16. Therefore take heed, saith God, that 
the land spue not you out also, v.28 It was 
secured to them, and entailed upon them, 
and yet they must expect that, if they made 
the vices of the Canaanites their own, with 


their land their fate would be the same. | 


Note, Wicked Israelites are as abominable to 
God as wicked Canaanites, and more so, and 
will be as soon spued out, or sooner. Such 


a warning as was here given to the Israelites ' 


is given by the apostle to the Gentile converts, 
with reference to the rejected Jews, in whose ' 
room they were substituted (Rom. xi. 19, &c.); 
they must take heed of falling after the same 
example of unbelief, Heb. iv. 11. Apply it 
more generally; and let it deter us cffectually 
from all sinful courses to consider how many 
they have been the ruin of. Lay the ear of 
faith to the gates of the bottomless pit, and 
hear the doleful shrieks and outcries of 
damned sinners, whom earth has spued out 
and hell has swallowed, that find themselves 
undone, for ever undone, by sin; and trem- 
ble lest this be your portion at last. God’s 
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threatenings and judgments should frighten 
us from sin. 

V. The chapter concludes with a sovereign 
antidote against this infection: Therefore you 
shall keep my ordinance that you commit not 
any one of these abominable customs, v. 30. 
This is the remedy prescribed. Note, 1. 
Sinful customs are abominable customs, and 
their being common and fashionable does 
not make them at all the less abominable 
nor should we the less abominate them, but 
the more ; because the more customary they 
are the more dangerous they are. 2. It is 
of pernicious consequence to admit and allow 
of any one sinful custom, because one will 
make way for many. Uno absurdo dato, 
mille sequuntur—Admit but a single absurdity, 
yon invite a thousand. The way of sin is 
downhill. 3. A close and constant adherence 
to God’s ordinances is the most effectual 
preservative from the infection of gross sin. 
The more we taste of the sweetness and feel 
of the power of holy ordinances the less in- 
clination we shall have to the forbidden 
pleasures of sinners’ abominable customs. It 
is the grace of God only that will secure us, 
and that grace is to be expected only in the 
use of the means of grace. Nor does God 
ever leave any to their own hearts’ lusts till 
they have first left him and his institutions. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Sume ceremonial precepts there are in this chapter, but most of 
them are moral. One would wonder that when some of the 
lighter matters of the law are greatly enlarged upon (witness 
two Jong chapters concerning the leprosy) many of the weightier 
matters are put into a little compass: divers of the single verses 
of this chapter coutain whole laws concerning judgment and 
mercy; for these are things which are manifest in every man’s 
conscience ; men’s own thoughts are able to explain these, and 
to comment upon them. 1. The laws of this chapter, which 
were peculiar to the Jews, are, 1. Concerning their peace-ofter- 
ings, ver. 5—8. 2. Concerning the gleanings of their fields, ver 
9,10. 3. Against mixtures of their cattle, seed, and cloth, ve.. 
19. 4. Concerning their trees, ver. 23—25. 5. Against some 
superstitious usages, ver. 26—23, But, 11. Most of these pre- 
cepts are binding on us, for they are expositions of most of the 
ten commandments. 1, Here is the preface tothe ten command ~ 
ments, ‘I am the Lord,” repeated hfteen times. 2. A sum of 
the ten commandments. All the first table in this, ** Be you 
holy,” ver. 2. All the second table in this, “ Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour” (ver. 18), and an answer to the question, ‘f Who 
is my neighbour?” ver. 33, 34. 3. Something uf each command- 
ment. (1.) The first commandment implied in that which is 
often repeated here, “l am your God.” And here is a prohibi- 
tion of enchantment (ver. 26) and witchcraft (ver. 31), which 
make a gud of the devil. (2.) Idolatry, against the secund com - 
maadment, is forbidden, ver. 4. (3.) Profanation of God’s 
name, against the third, ver. 12. (4.) Sabbath-sanctification is 
pressed, ver. 3, 30. (5.) Children are required to honour their 
parents (ver. 3), and the aged, ver. 32, (6.) latred and 
revenge are here forbidden, against the sixth commandment, 
ver. 17,18, (7.) Adultery (ver. 20-—22), and whoredom, ver. 29, 
(8.) Justice is here required in judgment (ver. 15), theft forbid 
den (ver. 11), fraud and withholding dnes (ver. 13), and false 
weights, ver. 35, 26. (9.) Lying, ver. 11. Slandering, ver. H 
Tale-hearing, and false-witness bearing, ver. 15. (10.) The 
tenth commandment laying a restraint upon the heart, so doe« 
that (ver. 17), “Thon shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart.” 
And here is a solemn charge to observe ali these statutes, ver. 
37. Nuw these are things which need not much help for the 
understansing of them, hut require constant care and watchful- 
ness for the ohcerving of then. ‘fA good understanding have 
all those that do these cummiandments.” 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Speak unto all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, and 
say unto them, Ye shall be holy: for 
I the Lorp your God am holy. 3 Ye 
shall fear every man his mother, and 
his father, and keep my sabbaths: I 
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am the Lorp your God. 4 Turn ye 
not unto idols, nor make to your- 
selves molten gods: I am the Lorp 
your God. 5 And if ye offer a saeri- 
hee of peace offerings unto the Lorn, 
ye shall offer it at your own will. 6 
It shall be eaten the same day ye offer 
it, and on the morrow: and if aught 
remain until the third day, it shall be 
burnt in the fire. 7 And if it be eaten 
at all on the third day, it ¿s abomina- 
ble; it shall not be accepted. 8 There- 
fore every one that eateth it shall bear 
his imquity, because he hath profaned 
the hallowed thing of the Lorn: and 
that soul shall be eut off from among 
his people. 9 And when ye reap the 
harvest of your land, thou shalt not 
wholly reap the eorners of thy field, 
neither shalt thou gather the gleanings 
of thy harvest. 10 And thou shalt not 
glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou 
gather every grape of thy vineyard; 
thou shalt leave them for the poor and 
stranger: I am the Lorp your God. 


Moses is ordered to deliver the summary 
of the laws to all the congregation of the child- 
ren of Israel (v. 2); not to Aaron and his 
sons only, but to all the people, for they were 
all concerned to know their duty. Even in 
the darker ages of the law, that religion could 
not be of God which boasted of ignorance as 
its mother. Moses must make known God’s 
statutes to all the congregation, and proclaim 
them through the camp. These laws, it is 
prebable, he delivered himself to as many of 
the people as could be within hearing at 
once, and so by degrees at several times to 
them all. Many of the precepts here given 
they had received before, but it was requisite 
that they should be repeated, that they might 
be remembered. Precept must be upon pre- 
cept, and line upon line, and all little enough. 
In these verses, 

I. It is required that Israel be a holy 
people, because the God of Israel is a holy 
God, v. 2. Their being distinguished from 
all other people by peculiar laws and cus- 
toms was intended to teach them a real sepa- 
ration from the world and the flesh, and 
an entire devotedness to God. And this is 
now the law of Christ (the Lord bring every 
thought within us into obedience to it!) You 
shall be holy, for I am holy, 1 Pet. i. 15, 16. 
Weare the followers of the holy Jesus, and 
therefore must he, according to our capacity, 
consecrated to God’s honour, and conformed 
to his nature and will. Israel was sanctified 
by the types and shadows (ch. xx. 8), but we 
are sanctified by the truth, or substance of all 
those shadows, John xvii. 17 ; Tit. ii. 14. 
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II. That children be obedient to their 
parents: “ You shall fear every man his 
mether and his father, v.3. 1. The fear here 
required is the same with the honour com- 
manded by the fifth commandment ; see 
Mal. i. 6. It includes inward reverence and 
esteem, outward expressions of respect, obe- 
dience to the lawful commands of parents, 
care and endeavour to please them and make 
them easy, and to avoid every thing that may 
offend and grieve them, and incur their dis- 
pleasure. ‘The Jewish doctors ask, “ What 
is this fear that is owing to a father?” And 
they answer, ‘It is not to stand in his way 
nor to sit in his place, not to contradict what 
he says nor to carp at it, not to call him by 
his name, either living or dead, but ‘My 
Father,’ or ‘ Sir ;’ it is to provide for him if 
he be poor, and the like.” 2. Children, 
when they grow up to be men, must not 
think themselves discharged from this duty: 
every man, though he be a wise man, and a 
great man, yet must reverence his parents, 
because they are his parents. 3. The mother 
is put first, which is not usual, to show that 
the duty is equally owing to both; if the 
mother survive the father, still she must be 
reverenced and obeyed. 4. It is added, and 
keep my sabbaths. If God provides by his 
law for the preserving of the honour of parents, 
parents must use their authority over their 
children for the preserving of the honour of 
God, particularly the honour of his sabbaths, 
the custody of which is very much committed 
to parents by the fourth commandment, 
Thou, and thy son, and thy daughter. The 
ruin of young people has often been observed 
to begin in the contempt of their parents and 
the profanation of the sabbath day. Fitly 
therefore are these two precepts here put 
together in the beginning of this abridgment 
of the statutes: “ You shali fear, every maa, 
his mother and his father, and keep my sab- 
baths. Those are hopeful children, and likely 
to do well, that make conscience of honouring 
their parents and keeping holy the sabbath 
day. 5. The reason added to both these 
precepts is, “I am the Lord your God; the 
Lord of the sabbath and the God of your 
parents.” 

III. That God only be worshipped, and 
not by images (v. 4): “ Turn you not to idols, 
to Elilim, to vanities, things of no power, no 
value, gods that are no gods. Turn not from 
the true God to false ones, from the mighty 
God to impotent ones, from the God that 
will make you holy and happy to those that 
will deceive you, debauch you, ruin you, and 
make you for ever miserable. ‘Turn not your 
eye to them, much less your heart. Make 
not to yourselves gods, the creatures of your 
own fancy, nor think to worship the Creator 
by molten gods. You are the work of God's 
hands, be not so absurd as to worship gods 
the work of your own hands.” Molten gods 
are specified for the sake of the molten calf. 

IV. That the sacrifices of their peace-offer- 
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ings should always be offered, and eaten,!and down as a talebearer among 


according to the law, v. 5—8. There was 
some particular reason, it is likely, for the 
repetition of this law rather than any other 
relating to the sacrifices. ‘The eating of the 
peace-offerings was the people’s part, and was 
done from under the eye of the priests, and 
perhaps some of them had kept the cold meat 
of their peace-offerings, as they had done the 
manna (Exod. xvi. 20), longer than was ap- 
pointed, which occasioned this caution; seethe 
law itself before, ch. vil. 16—18. God will 
have his own work done in his own time. 
Though the sacrifice was offered according to 
the law, if it was not eaten according to the 
law, itwasnotaccepted. Though ministers do 
their part, what the better if people do not 
theirs? ‘There is work to be done after our 
spiritual sacrifices, in a due improvement of 
them; and, if this be neglected, all is in vain. 

V. That they should leave the gleanings 
of their harvest and vintage for the poor, 
v. 9, 10. Note, Works of piety must be 
always attended with works of charity, accord- 
ing as our ability is. When they gathered 
in their corn, they must leave some standing 
in the corner of the field; the Jewish doctors 
say, ‘It should be a sixtieth part of the field ;” 
and they must also leave the gleanings and 
the small clusters of their grapes, which at 
first were overlooked. This law, though not 
binding now in the letter of it, yet teaches 
us, 1. ‘That we must not be covetous and 
griping, and greedy of every thing we can 
lay any claim to; nor insist upon our right in 
things small and trivial. 2. That we must 
be well pleased to see the poor supplied and 
refreshed with the fruit of our labours. We 
must not think every thing lost that goes 
beside ourselves, nor any thing wasted that 
goes tothe poor. 3. That times of joy, such as 
harvest-time is, are proper times for charity ; 
that, when we rejoice, the poor may rejoice 
with us, and when our hearts are blessing 
God their loins may bless us. 


11 Ye shall not steal, neither deal 
falsely, neither lie one to another. 12 
And ye shall not swear by my name 
falsely, neither shalt thou profane the 
name of thy God: I am the Lorp. 
13 Thou shalt not defraud thy neigh- 
bour, neither rob him: the wages of 
him that is hired shall not abide with 
thee all night until the morning. 14 
Thou shalt not curse the deaf, nor put 
a stumbling block before the blind, 
but shalt fear thy God: I am the 
Lorp. 15 Ye shall do no unrigh- 
teousness in judgment: thou shalt not 
respect the person of the poor, nor 
honour the person of the mighty: but 
in righteousness shalt thou judge thy 
neighbour. 16 Thou shalt not go up 


thy people: neither shalt thou stand 
against the blood of thy neighbour: I 
am the Lorp. 17 ‘Thou shalt not 
hate thy brother in thine heart: thou 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neigh- 
bour, and not suffer sin upon kirn. 
18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of thy 
people, but thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself: I am the Lor. 


We are taught here, 

I. To be honest and true in all our deal- 
ings, v. 11. God, who has appointed every 
man’s property by his providence, forbids by 
his law the invading of that appointment, 
either by downright theft, You shall not steal, 
or by fraudulent dealing, “ You shall not 
cheat, or deal falsely.” Whatever we have 
in the world, we must see to it that it be 
honestly come by, for we cannot be truly 
rich, nor long rich, with that which is not 
The God of truth, who requires truth in the 
heart (Ps. li. 6), requires it also in the tongue : 
Neither lie one to another, either in bargaining 
or common converse. ‘his is one of the 
laws of Christianity (Col. i. 9): Lie not 
one to another. ‘Those that do not speak 
truth do not deserve to be told truth; those 
that sin by lying justly suffer by it; therefore 
we are forbidden to lie one to another ; for, 
if we lie to others, we teach them to lie to us. 

II. To maintain a very reverent regard to 
the sacred name of God (v. 12), and not to 
call him to be witness either, 1. To a lie: 
You shall not swear falsely. Itis bad to tell 
a lie, but it is much worse to swear it. Or, 
2. Toa trifle, and every impertinence: Neither 
shalt thou profane the name of thy God, by 
alienating it to any other purpose than that 
for which it is to be religiously used. 

IIt. Neither to take nor keep any one’s 
right from him, v. 13. We must not take 
that which is none of our own, either by 
fraud or robbery; nor detain that which 
belongs to another, particularly the wages of 
the hireling, let it not abide with thee all night. 
Let the day-labourer have his wages as soon 
as he has done his day’s work, if he desire it. 
It is a great sin to deny the payment of it, 
nay, to defer it, to his damage, a sin that 
cries to heaven for vengeance, Jam. v. 4. 

IV. To be particularly tender of the credit 
and safety of those that cannot help them- 
selves, v.14. 1. The credit of the deaf: Thou 
shalt not curse the deaf; that is, not only 
those that are naturally deaf, that cannot hear 
at all, but also those that are absent, and at 
present out of hearing of the curse, and so 
cannot show their resentment, return the 
affront, nor right themselves, and those that 
are patient, that seem as if they heard not, 
and are not willing to take notice of it, as 
David, Ps. xxxviti. 13. Do not injure any 
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because they are unwilling, or unable, to 
avenge themselves, for God sees and hears, 
though they do not. 2. The safety of the 
blind we must likewise be tender of, and not 
put a stumbiing-block before them ; for this 
is to add affliction to the afflicted, and to 
make God’s providence a servant to our 
malice. This prohibition implies a precept 
to help the blind, and remove stumbling- 
blocks out of their way. ‘The Jewish writers, 
thinking it impossible that any should be so 
barbarous as to put a stumbling-block in the 
way of the blind, understood it figuratively, 
that it forbids giving bad counsel to those 
that are simple and easily imposed upon, by 
which they may be led to do something to 
their own prejudice. We ought to take heed 
of doing any thing which may occasion our 
weak brother to fall, Rom. xiv. 13; 1 Cor. viii. 
9. It is added, as a preservative from these 
sins, but fear thou God. “Thou dost not 
fear the deaf and blind, they cannot right 
themselves; but remember it is the glory of 
God to help the helpless, and he will plead 
their cause.” Note, The fear of God will 
restrain us from doing that which will not 
expose us to men’s resentments. 

V. Judges and all in authority are here 
commanded to give verdict and judgment 
without partiality (v. 15); whether they were 
constituted judges by commission or made 
so in a particular case by the consent of both 
parties, as referees or arbitrators, they must 
do no wrong to either side, but, to the utmost 
of their skill, must go according to the rules 
of equity, having respect purely to the merits 
of the cause, and not to the characters of the 
person. Justice must never be perverted, 
either, 1. In pity to the poor: Thou shalt not 
respect the person of the poor, Exod. xxiii. 3. 
Whatever may be given to a poor man as an 
alms, yet let nothing be awarded him as his 
right but what he is legally entitled to, nor 
let his poverty excuse him from any just 
punishment fora fault. Or, 2. In veneration 
or fear of the mighty, in whose favour judges 
would be most frequently biassed. The Jews 
say, “Judges were obliged by this law to be 
so impartial as not to let one of the contend- 
ing parties sit while the other stood, nor 
permit one to say what he pleased and bid 
the other be short; see James ii. 1—4. 

VI. We are all forbidden to do any thing 
injurious to our neighbour’s good name (v. 
16), either, 1. In common conversation: Thou 
shait not go up and down as a tale-bearer. It 
is as bad an office as a man can put himself 
into to be the publisher of every man’s faults, 
divulging what was secret, aggravating crimes, 
and making the worst of every thing that was 
amiss, with design to blast and ruin men’s 
reputation, and to sow discord among neigh- 
bours. The word used for a tale-bearer 
signifies a pedlar, or petty chapman, the inter- 
lopers of trade ; for tale-bearers pick up ill- 
natured stories at one house and utter them 
at another, and commonly barter slanders 
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by way of exchange. See this sin condemned, 
Prov. xi. 13; xx. 19; Jer. ix. 4, 5; Ezek. 
xxii. 9. Or, 2, In witness-bearing : Neither 
shalt thou stand as a witness against the blood 
of thy neighbour, if his blood be innocent, 
nor join in confederacy with such bloody 
men as those described,” Prov. i. 11, 12. 
The Jewish doctors put this further sense 
upon it: “ Thou shalt not stand by ard see 
thy brother in danger, but thou shalt come 
in to his relief and succour, though it be with 
the peril of thy own life or limb ;” they add, 
“ He that can by his testimony clear one that 
is accused is obliged by this law to do #;” 
see Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. 

VII. We are commanded to rebuke our 
neighbour in love (v. 17): Thou shalt in any 
wise rebuke thy neighbour. 1. Rather rebuke 
him than hate him for an injury done to thy- 
self. If we apprehend that our neighbour 
has any way wronged us, we must not con- 
celveasecretgrudge against him, and estrange 
ourselves from him, speaking to him neither 
bad nor good, as the manner of some is, who 
have the art of concealing their displeasure 
till they have an opportunity of a full re- 
venge (2 Sam. xiii. 22); but we must rather 
give vent to our resentments with the meek- 
ness of wisdom, endeavour to convince our 
brother of the injury, reason the case fairly 
with him, and so put an end to the disgust 
conceived : this is the rule our Saviour gives 
in this case, Luke xvii. 3. 2. Therefore 
rebuke him for his sin against God, because 
thou lovest him; endeavour to bring him to 
repentance, that his sin may be pardoned, 
and he may turn from it, and it may not be 
suffered to lie upon him. Note, Friendly 
reproof is a duty we owe to one another, ani 
we ought both to give it and take it in love. 
Let the righteous smite me, and it shall be u 
kindness, Ps. exli. 5. Faithful and useful 
are those wounds of a friend, Prov. xxvii. 5, 6. 
It is here strictly commanded, ‘“ Thou shalt 
in any wise do it, and not omit it under any 
pretence.” Consider, (1.) The guilt we incur 
by not reproving: it is construed here into 
a hating of our brother. We are ready to 
argue thus, “‘ Such a one is a friend I love, 
therefore I will not make him uneasy by telling 
him of his faults ;’’ but we should rather say, 
“therefore I will do him the kindness to tell 
him of them.” Love covers sin from others, 
but not from the sinner himself. (2.) The mis- 
chief we do by not reproving: we suffer sin 
upon him. Must we help the ass of an enemy 
that has fallen under his burden, and shall we 
not help the soul of a friend? Exod. xxiii. 5. 
And by suffering sin upon him we are in dan- 
ger of bearing sin for him, as the margin 
reads it. If we reprove not the unfruitful 
works of darkness, we have fellowship with 
them, and become accessaries ex post facto— 
after the fact, Eph. v.11. It is thy brother, 
thy neighbour, that is concerned; and he 
was a Cain that said, Am Imy brother’s keeper ? 

VIII. We are here required to put olf all 
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malice, and to put on brotherly love, v. 18. 
1. We must be ill-affected to none: Thou 
shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge ; to the 
same purport with that v. 17, Thou shalt not 
hate thy brother in thy heart; for malice is 
murder begun. If our brother has done us 
an injury, we must not return it upon him, 
that 1s avenging ; we must not upon every 
occasion upbraid him with it, that is bearing 
a grudge; but we must both forgive it and 
forget it, for thus we are forgiven of God. It 
is a most ill-natured thing, and the bane of 
friendship, to retain the resentment of affronts 
and injuries, and to let that word devour for 
ever. 2. We must be well-affected to all: 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. We 
often wrong ourselves, but we soon forgive 
ourselves those wrongs, and they do not at 
all lessen our love to ourselves; and in like 
manner we should love our neighbour. Our 
Saviour has made this the second great com- 
mandment of the law (Matt. xxii. 39), and 
the apostle shows how it is the summary of 
all the laws of the second table, Rom. xiii. 
9,10; Gal. v.14. We must love our neigh- 
bour as truly as we love ourselves, and with- 
out dissimulation; we must evidence our 
love to our neighbour in the same way as 
that by which we evidence our love to our- 
selves, preventing his hurt, and procuring 
his good, to the utmost of our power. We 
must do to our neighbour as we would be 
done to ourselves (Matt. vil. 12), putting our 
souls into his soul’s stead, Job xvi. 4,5. Nay, 
we must in many cases deny ourselves for 
the good of our neighbour, as Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 
19, &c. Herein the gospel goes beyond even 
that excellent precept of the law; for Christ, 
by laying down his life for us, has taught us 
even to lay down our lives for the brethren, in 
some cases (1 John iii. 16), and so to love 
our neighbour better than ourselves. 


19 Ye shail keep my statutes. Thou 
shalt not let thy cattle gender with a 
diverse kind: thou shalt not sow thy 
field with mingled seed: neither shall 


a garment mingled of linen and woollen | 


come upon thee. 20 And whosoever 
lieth carnally with a woman, that zs 
a bondmaid, betrothed to a husband, 
and not at all redeemed, nor freedom 
given her; she shall be scourged; 
they shall not be put to death, because 
she was not free. 21 And he shall 
bring his trespass offering unto the 
Lorp, unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, even a ram for a 
trespass offering. 22 And the priest 
shall make an atonement for him with 
the ram of the trespass offering before 
the Lorp for his sin which he hath 
done: and the sin which he hath done 
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shall be forgivenhim. 23 And when 
ye shall come into the land, and shall 
have planted all manner of trees for 
food, then ye shall count the fruit 
thereof as uncircumcised : three years 
shall it be as uncircumcised unto you: 
it shall not be eaten of. 24 But 
in the fourth year all the fruit thereof 
shall be holy to praise the Lorp 
withal. 25 And in the fifth year shall 
ye eat of the fruit thereof, that it may 
yield unto you the increase thereof. 
I am the Lorp your God. 26 Ye 
shall not eat any thing with the blood: 
neither shall ye use enchantment, nor 
observe times. 27 Ye shall not round 
the corners of your heads, neither 
shalt thou mar the corners of thy 
beard. 28 Ye shall not make any 
cuttings in your flesh for the dead, 
nor print any marks upon you: I am 
the Lorn. 29 Do not prostitute thy 
daughter, to cause her to be a whore ; 
lest the land fall to whoredom, and 
the land become full of wickedness. 


Here is, I. A law against mixtures, v. 19 
God in the beginning made the cattle after 
their kind (Gen. i. 25), and we must acquiesce 
in the order of nature God hath established, 
believing that is best and sufficient, and not 
covet monsters. Add thou not unto his works, 
lest he reprove thee ; for it is the excellency 
of the work of God that nothing can, without 
making it worse, be either put to it or taken 
from it, Eccl. iti. 14. As what God has 
joined we must not separate, so what he has 
separated we must not join. ‘The sowing of 
mingled corn and the wearing of linsey- 
woolsey garments are forbidden, either as 
superstitious customs of the heathen or to 
intimate how careful they should be not to 
mingle themselves with the heathen nor to 
weave any of the usages of the Gentiles into 
God’s ordinances. Ainsworth suggests that 
it was to lead Israel to the simplicity and 
sincerity of religion, and to all the parts and 
doctrines of the law and gospel in their dis- 
tinct kinds. As faith is necessary, good 
works are necessary, but to mingle these 
together in the cause of our justification 
before God is forbidden, Gal. ii. 16. 

II. A law for punishing adultery com- 
mitted with one that was a bondmaid that 
was espoused, v. 20—22. If she had not 
been espoused, the law appointed no punish- 
ment at all; being espoused, if she had not 
been a bondmaid, the punishment had been 
no less than death: but, being as yet a bond- 
maid (though before the completing of her 
espousals she must have been made free), 
the capital punishment is remitted, and they 
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shall both be scourged; or, as some think, 
the woman only, and the man was to bring 
a sacrifice. It was for the honour of mar- 
riage, though but begun by betrothing, that 
the crime should be punished; but it was 
for the honour of freedom that it should not 
be punished as the debauching of a free 
woman was, so great was the ditlerence then 
made between bond and free (Gal. iv. 30); 
but the gospel of Christ knows no such dis- 
tinction, Col. iii. 11. 

III. A iaw concerning fruit-trees, that for 
the first three years after they were planted, 
if they should happen to be so forward as to 
bear in that time, yet no use should be made 
of the fruit, v. 23—25. It was therefore 
the practice of the Jews to pluck off the 
fruit, as soon as they perceived it knit, from 
their young trees, as gardeners do sometimes, 
because thetr early bearing hinders their 
growing. If any did come to perfection, it 
was not to be used in the service either of 
God or man; but what they bore the fourth 
year was to be holy to the Lord, either given 
to the priests, or eaten before the Lord with 
joy, as their second tithe was, and thence- 
forward it was all their own. Now, 1. Some 
think this taught them not to follow the 
custom of the heathen, who, they say, con- 
secrated the very first products of their fruit- 
trees to their idols, saying that otherwise all 
the fruits would be blasted. 2. This law in 
the case of fruit-trees seems to be parallel 
with that in the case of animals, that no 
creature should be accepted as an offering 
till it was past eight days old, nor till that 
day were children to be circumcised ; see ch. 
xxii. 27. God would have the first-fruits of 
their trees, but, because for the first three 
years they were as inconsiderable as a lamb 
or a calf under eight days old, therefore God 
would not have them, for it is fit he should 
have every thing at its best; and yet he 
would not allow them to be used, hecause 
his first-fruits were not as yet offered: they 
must therefore be accounted as uncircum- 
cised, that is, as an animal under eight days’ 
old, not fit for any use. 3. We are hereby 
taught not to be over-hasty in catching at 
any comfort, but to be willing with patience 
to wait the time for the enjoyment of it, and 
particularly to acknowledge ourselves un- 
worthy of the increase of the earth, our right 
to the fruits of which was forfeited by our 
first parents eating forbidden fruit, and we 
are restored to it only by the word of God 
and prayer, 1 Tim. iv. 5. 

IV. A law against the superstitious usages 
of the heathen, v. 26—28. 1. Eating upon 
the blood, as the Gentiles did, who gathered 
the blood of their sacrifices into a vessel for 
their demons (as they fancied) to drink, and 
then sat about it, eating the flesh themselves, 
signifying their communion with devils by 
their feasting with them. Let not this custom 
be used, for the blood of God’s sacrifices was 
tc be sprinkled on the altar, and then poured 
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at the foot of it, and conveyed away. 2. En- 
chantment and divination, and a superstitious 
observation of the times, some days and hours 
lucky and others unlucky. Curious arts of 
this kind, it is likely, had been of late invented 
by the Egyptian priests, to amuse the people, 
and support their own credit. The Israelites 
had seen them practised, but must by no 
means imitate them. It would be unpar- 
donable in those to whom were committed the 
oracles of God to ask counsel of the devil, 
and yet worse in Christians, to whom the 
Son of God is manifested, who has destroyed 
the works of the devil. For Christians to 
have their nativities cast, and their for- 
tunes told them, to use spells and charms 
for the cure of diseases and the driving away 
of evil spirits, to be affected with the falling 
of the salt, a hare crossing the way, cross 
days, or tlre like, is an intolerable affront to 
the Lord Jesus, a support of paganism and 
idolatry, and a reproach both to themselves 
and to that worthy name by which they are 
called: and those must be grossly ignorant, 
both of the law and the gospel, that ask, 
“ What harm is there in these things?” Is 
it no harm for those that have fellowship 
with Christ to have fellowship with devils, 
or to learn the ways of those that have? 
Surely we have not so learned Christ. 3. 
There was a superstition even in trimming 
themselves used by the heathen, which must 
not be imitated by the people of God: You 
shall not round the corners of your heads. 
Those that worshipped the hosts of heaven, 
in honour of them, cut their hair so as that 
their heads might resemble the celestial 
globe; but, as the custom was foolish in 
itself, so, being done with respect to their 
false gods, it was idolatrous. 4. The rites 
and ceremonies by which they expressed 
their sorrow at their funerals must not be 
imitated, v. 28. They must not make cuts 
or prints in their flesh for the dead; for the 
heathen did so to pacify the infernal deities 
they dreamt of, and to render them pro- 
pitious to their deceased friends. Christ by 
his sufferings has altered the property of 
death, and made it a true friend to every 
true Israelite; and now, as there needs no- 
thing to make death propitious to us (for, if 
God be so, death is so of course), so we sor- 
row not as those that have no hope. ‘Those 
whom the God of Israel had set apart for 
himself must not receive the image and su- 
perscription of these dunghill deities. Lastly, 
The prostituting of their daughters to un- 
cleanness, which is here forbidden (v. 29), 
seems to have been practised by the heathen 
in their idolatrous worships, for with such 
abominations those unclean spirits which 
they worshipped were well pleased. And 
when lewdness obtained as a religious rite, 
and was committed in their temples, no 
marvel that the land became full of that 
wickedness, which, when it entered at the 
temple-doors, overspread the land like a 


B. C. 1490. 


mighty torrent, and bore down all the fences 
of virtue and modesty. The devil himself 
could not have brought such abominations 
into their lives if he had not first brought 
them into their worships. And justly were 
those given up to vile affections who forsook 
the holy God, and gave divine honours to 
impure spirits. ‘hose that dishonour God 
ave thus suffered to dishonour themselves 
and their families. 

30 Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and 
reverence my sanctuary: I am the 
Lorp. 31 Regard not them that have 
famihar spirits, neither seek after 
wizards, to be defiled by them: I am 
the Lorn your God. 32 Thou shalt 
rise up before the hoary head, and 
honour the face of the old man, and 
fear thy God: I am the Lorp. 33 
And if a stranger sojourn with thee in 
your land, ye shall not vex him. 34 
But the stranger that dwelleth with 
you shall be unto you as one born 
among you, and thou shalt love him 
as thyself; for ye were strangers in 
the land of Egypt: Iam the Lorp 
your God. 35 Ye shall do no un- 
righteousness in judgment, in mete- 
yard, ın weight, or in measure. 36 
Just balances, just weights, a just 
ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: 
I am the Lorp your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt. 
or Y ia 
37 Therefore shall ye observe all my 
statutes, and all my judgments, and 
do them: I am the Lorp. 

Here is, I. A law for the preserving of the 
honour of the time and place appropriated to 
the service of God, v.30. This would be a 
means to secure them both from the idolatries 
and superstitions of the heathen and from all 
immoralities ın conversation. 1. Sabbaths 
must be religiously observed, and not those 
times mentioned (v. 26) to which the heathen 
had a superstitious regard. 2. The sanctuary 
must be reverenced; great care must be taken 
to approach the tabernacle with that purity 
and preparation which the law required, and 
to attend there with that humility, decency, 
and closeness of application which became 
them in the immediate presence of such an 
awful majesty. ‘Though now there is no place 
holy by divine institution, as the tabernacle 
and temple then were, yet this law obliges 
us to respect the solemn assemblies of Chris- 
tians for religious worship, as being held 
under a promise of Christ’s special presence 
in them, and to carry ourselves with a due 
decorum while in those assemblies we attend 
the administration ofholy ordinances, Eccl.v.1. 

Il. A caution against all communion with 
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witches, and those that were in league with 
familiar spirits: ‘‘ Regard them not, seek not 
after them, be not in fear of any evil from 
them nor in hopes of any good from them. 
Regard not their threatenings, or promises, 
or predictions; scek not to them for dis- 
covery or advice, for, if you do, you are de- 
filed by it, and rendered abominable hoth to 
God and your own consciences.” This was 
the sin that completed Saul’s wickedness, for 
which he was rejected of God, 1 Chron. x. 13. 

III. A charge to young people to show re- 
spect to the aged: Thou shalt rise up before 
the hoary head, v.32. Age is honourable, 
and he that is the Ancient of days requires 
that honour be paid to it. The hoary head is 
a crown of glory. Those whom God has 
honoured with the common blessing of long 
life we ought to honour with the distinguish- 
ing expressions of civility; and those who 
in age are wise and good are worthy of double 
honour: more respect is owing to such old 
men than merely to rise up before them; 
their credit and comfort must be carefully 
consulted, their experience and observations 
improved, and their counsels asked and 
hearkened to, Job xxxii. 6,7. Some, by the 
old man whose face or presence is to be 
honoured, understand the elder in office, as 
by the hoary head the elder in age; both 
ought to be respected as fathers, and in the 
fear of God, who has put some of his honour 
upon both. Note, Religion teaches good 
manners, and obliges us to give honour to 
those to whom honour is due. It is an in- 
stance of great degeneracy and disorder in a 
land when the child behaves himself proudly 
against the ancient, and the base against the 
honourable, Isa. iit. 5; Job xxx.1,12. It be- 
comes the aged to receive this honour, and 
the younger to give it; for it is the ornament 
as well as duty of their youth to order them- 
selves lowly and reverently to ail their betters. 

IV. A charge to the Israelites to be very 
tender of strangers, v. 33,34. Both the law 
of God and his providence had vastly dignified 
Israel above any other people, yet they must 
not therefore think themselves authorized to 
trample upon all mankind but those of their 
own nation, and to insult them at their plea- 
sure; no, “ Thou shalt not vex a stranger, but 
love him as thyself, and as one of thy own 
people.” It is supposed that this stranger 
was not an idolater, but a worshipper of the 
God of Israel, though not circumcised, a pro- 
selyte of the gate at least, though not a pro- 
selyte of righteousness: if such a one so- 
journed among them, they must not vex him, 
nor oppress, nor over-reach him in a bargain, 
taking advantage of his ignorance of their 
laws and customs; they must reckon it as 
great a sin to cheat a stranger as to cheat an 
Israelite; “ nay” (say the Jewish doctors) 
“they must not so muchas upbraid him with 
his being a stranger, and his having heen 
formerly an idolater.” Strangers are God's 
particular care, as the widow and the father- 
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less are, because it 1s his honour to help the 
helpless, Ps. cxlvi. 9. It is therefore at our 
peril if we do them any wrong, or put any 
hardships upon them. Strangers shall be 
welcome to God’s grace, and therefore we 
should do what we can to invite them to it, 
and to recommend religion to their good 
opinion. It argues a generous disposition, 
and a pious regard to God, as a common Fa- 
ther, to be kind to strangers; for those of 
different countries, customs, and languages, 
are all made of one blood. But here is a 
reason added peculiar to the Jews: ‘ For you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt. God 
then favoured you, therefore do you now fa- 
vour the strangers, and do to them as you then 
wished to be done to. You were strangers, 
and yet are now thus highly advanced ; there- 
fore you know not what these strangers may 
come to, whom you are apt to despise.” 

V. Justice in weights and measures is here 
commanded. That there should be no cheat 
in them, v, 35. That they should be very 
exact, v.36. In weighing and measuring, 
we pretend a design to give all those their 
own whom we deal with; but, if the weights 
and measures be false, it is like a corruption 
in judgment, it cheats under colour of justice; 
and thus to deceive a man to his damage is 
worse than picking his pocket or robbing 
him on the highway. He that sells is bound 
to give the full of the commodity, and he that 
buys the full of the price agreed upon, which 
cannot be done without just balances, weights, 
and measures. Let no man go beyond or de- 
fraud his brother, for, though it be hidden 
from man, it will be found that God is the 
avenger of all such. 

VI. The chapter concludes with a general 
command (w. 37): You shall observe all my 
statutes, and do them. Note, 1. We are not 
likely to do God’s statutes, unless we observe 
them with great care and consideration. 2. 
Yet it is not enough barely to observe God’s 
precepts, but we must make conscience of 
obeying them. What will it avail us to be 
critical in our notions, if we be not conscien- 
tious in our conversations? 3. An upright 
heart has respect to all God’s commandments, 
Ps. exix. 6. ‘Though in many instances the 
hand fails in doing what should be done, yet 
the eye observes all God’s statutes. We are not 
allowed to pick and choose our duty, but must 
aimat standing complete in all the will of God. 

CHAP. XX. 


The laws which hefore were made arein this chapter repeated and 
penalties annexed to them, that those who would not te deterred 
from sin by the fear of God might be deterred from it by 
the fear of punishment. If we will not avoid such and such 
practices because the law has made them sin (and it is most 
acceptable when we go on that principle of religion), surely 
we shall avoid them when the law has made them death, from a 
principle of self-preservation. In this chapter we have, ]. Many 
particular crimes that are made capital. 1. Giviug their children 
to Moloch, ver. 1—5. 2. Consulting witches, ver. 6, 27. 3. 
Cursing parents, ver.9, 4. Adnitery, ver. 10. 5. Incest, ver. 11, 
12, 14, 17, 19--21. 6. Unnatural lusts, ver. 13, 15, 16, 18. H. 
General commands given to be holy, ver. 7, 8, 22—26. 


ND the Lorn spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Again, thou shalt say 

to the children of Jsrael. Whosoever 
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he be of the children of Israel, or of 
the strangers that sojourn in Israel, 
that giveth any of his seed unto Mo- 
lech; he shall surely be put to death : 
the people of the land shall stone him 
with stones. 3 And I will set my 
face against that man, and will cut 
him off from among his people ; be- 
cause he hath given of his seed unto 
Molech, to defile my sanctuary, and 
to profane my holy name. 4 And if 
the people of the land do any ways 
hide their eyes from the man, when 
he giveth of his seed unto Molech, 
and kill him not: 5 Then [ will set 
my face against that man, and against 
his family, and will cut him off, and 
all that go a whoring after him, to 
commit whoredom with Molech, from 
among their people. 6 And the soul 
that turneth after such as have fami- 
liar spirits, and after wizards, to go a 
whoring after them, I will even set 
my face against that soul, and will cut 
him off from among his people. 7 
Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy: for I am the Lorp your God. 
8 And ye shall keep my statutes,anddo 
them: I am the Lorp which sanctify 
you. 9 Forevery one that curseth his fa- 
ther or his mothershall besurely putto 
death: he hath cursed his father or his 
mother; his blood skall be upon hirn. 


Moses is here directed to say that again to 
the children of Israel which he had in effect 
said before, v. 2. We are sure it was no 
vain repetition, but very necessary, that they 
might give the more earnest heed to the things 
that were spoken, and might believe them to be 
of great consequence,being so often inculcated. 
God speaketh once, yea, twice, and what he 
orders to be said again we must be willing to 
hear again, because for us it is safe, Phil. i. 1. 

I. Three sins are in these verses threatened 
with death :— 

1. Parents abusing their children, by sa- 
crificing them to Moloch, v. 2, 3. There is 
the grossest absurdity that can be in all the 
rites of idolatry, and they are all a great re- 
proach to men’s reason; but none trampled 
upon all the honours of human nature as this 
did, the burning of children in the fire to the 
honour of a dunghill-god. It was a plain 
evidence that their gods were devils, who de- 
sired and delighted in the misery and ruin of 
mankind, and that the worshippers were 
worse than the beasts that perish, perfectly 
stripped, not only of reason, but of natural 
affection. Abraham’s offering Isaac could 
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not give countenance, much less could it give 
rise to this barbarous practice, since, though 
that was commanded, it was immediately 
countermanded. Yet such was the power of 
the god of this world over the children of 
disobedience that this monstrous piece of in- 
humanity was generally practised; and even 
the Israelites were in danger of being drawn 
into it, which mace it necessary that this se- 
vere law should be made against it. It was 
not enough to tell them they might spare 
their children (the fruit of their body should 
never be accepted for the sin of their soul), 
but they must be told, (1.) That the criminal 
himself should be put to death as a murderer: 
The peopie of the land shall stone him with 
stones (v. 2), which was looked upon as the 
worst of capital punishments among the Jews. 
If the children were sacrificed to the malice 
of the devil, the parents must be sacrificed to 
the justice of God. And, if either the fact 
could not be proved or the magistrates did 
not do their duty, God would take the work 
into his own hands: I will cut him off, v. 3. 
Note, Those that escape punishment from 
men, yet shall not escape the righteous judg- 
ments of God; so wretchedly do those de- 
ceive themselves that promise themselves im- 
punity in sm. How can those escape against 
whom God sets his face, that is, whom he 
frowns upon, meets as an enemy, and fights 
against? The heinousness of the crime is 
here set forth to justify the doom: it defiles 
the sanctuary, and profanes the holy name of 
God, for the honour of both which he is jea- 
lous. Observe, The malignity of the sin is 
iaid upon that in it which was peculiar to 
Israel. When the Gentiles sacrificed their 
children they were guilty of murder and 
idolatry; but, if the Israelites did it, they in- 
curred the additional guilt of defiling the 
sanctuary (which they attended upon even 
when they lay under this guilt, as if there 
might be an agreement between the temple of 
God and idols), and of profaning the holy name 
of God, by which they were called, as if he al- 
lowed his worshippers to do such things, Rom. 
ii. 23,24. (2.) That all his aiders and abetters 
should be cut off likewise by the righteous 
hand of God. If his neighbours concealed 
him, and would not come in as witnesses 
against him,—if the magistrates connived at 
him, and would not pass sentence upon him, 
rather pitying his folly than hating his im- 
piety,—God himself would reckon with them, 
v. 4,5. Misprision of idolatry is a crime cog- 
nizable in the court of heaven, and which 
shall not go unpunished: I will set my face 
against that man (that magistrate, Jer. v. 1) 
and against his family. Note, [1.] The wick- 
edness of the master of a family often brings 
ruin upon a family; and he that should be 
the house-keeper proves the house-breaker. 
[2.] If magistrates will not do justice upon 
offenders, God will do justice upon them, 
because there is danger that many will go a 
whoring after those who do but countenance 
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sin by winking at it. And, if the sins of 
leaders be leading sins, it is fit that their pu- 
nishments should be exemplary punishments. 

2. Children’s abusing their parents, by 
cursing them,v. 9. If children should speak 
ul of their parents, or wish ill to them, or 
carry it scornfully or spitefully towards them, 
it was an iniquity to be punished by the 
judges, who were employed as conservators 
both of God’s honour and of the public 
peace, which were both attacked by this un- 
natural insolence. See Prov. xxx. 17, The 
eye that mocks at his father the ravens of the 
valley shall pick out, which intimates that 
such wicked children were in a fair way to be 
not only hanged, but hanged ìn chains. This 
law of Moses Christ quotes and confirms 
(Matt. xv. 4), for it is as direct a breach of 
the fifth commandment as wilful murder is of 
the sixth. ‘The same law which requires 
parents to be tender of their children requires 
children to be respectful to their parents. 
He that despitefully uses his parents, the in- 
struments 2f his being, flies in the face of 
God himself, the author of his being, who 
will not see the paternal dignity and authority 
insulted and trampled upon. 

3. Persons abusing themselves by consult- 
ing such as have familiar spirits, v. 6. By 
this, as much as any thing, a man diminishes, 
disparages, and deceives himseif, and so 
abuses himself. What greater madness can 
there be than for a man to go to a liar for in- 
formation, and to an enemy for advice? 
Those do so who turn after those that deal 
in the black art, and know the depths of Sa- 
tan. This is spiritual adultery as much as 
idolatry is, giving that honour to the devil 
which is due to God only; and the jealous 
God will give a bill of divorce to those that 
thus go a whoring from him, and will cut them 
of, they having first cut themselves off 
from him. 

II. In the midst of these particular laws 
comes in that general charge, v. 7, 8, where 
we have, 

1. The duties required ; and they are two: 
—(1.) That in our principles, affections, and 
aims, we be holy: Sanctify yourselves and be 
you holy. We must cleanse ourselves from 
all the pollutions of sin, consecrate ourselves 
to the service and honour of God, and con- 
form ourselves in every thing to his holy will 
and image: this is to sanctify ourselves. (2.) 
That in all our actions, and in the whole 
course of our conversation, we be obedient 
to the laws of God: You shall keep my sta- 
tutes. By this only can we make it to appear 
that we have sanctified ourselves and are holy, 
even by our keeping God’s commandments ; 
the tree is known by its fruit. Nor can we 
keep God’s statutes, as we ought, unless we 
first sanctify ourselves, and be holy. Make 
the tree good, and the fruit will be good. 

2. The reasons to enforce these duties. 
(1.) “Iam the Lord your God; therefore be 
holy, that you may resemble him whose peo- 
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ple you are, and may be pleasing to him. 
Holiness becomes his house and household.” 
(2.) Lam the Lord who sanctifieth you. God 
sanctified them by peculiar privileges, laws, 
and favours, which distinguished them from 
all other nations, and dignified them as a 
people set apart for God. He gave them his 
word and ordinances to be means of their 
sanctification, and his good Spirit to instruct 
them ; therefore they must be holy, else they 
received the grace of God herein in vain. 
Note, [1.] God’s people are, and must be, 
persons of distinction. God has distin- 
guished them byhis holy covenant, and there- 
fore they ought to distinguish themselves by 
their holy conversation. [2.] God’s sancti- 
fying us is a good reason why we should 
sanctify ourselves, that we may comply with 
the designs of his grace, and not walk con- 
trary to them. If it be the Lord that sanc- 
tifies us, we may hope the work shall be done, 
though it be difficnlt: the manner of expres- 
sion is like that, 2 Cor. v. 5, He that hath 
wrought us for the self-same thing is God. 
And his grace is so far from superseding our 
care and endeavour that it most strongly en- 
gages and encourages them. Work out your 
salvation, for it is God that worketh in you. 
10 And the man that committeth 
adultery with another man’s wife, even 
he that committeth adultery with his 
neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and 
the adulteress shall surely be put to 
ceath. 11 And the man that lieth 
with his father’s wife hath uncovered 
his father’s nakedness: both of them 
shall surely be put to death; their 
blood shall be upon them. 12 And 
f a man he with his daughter in law, 
both of them shall surely be put to 
death: they have wrought confusion; 
their blood shall be upon them. 13 If 
a man also lie with mankind, as he lieth 
with a woman, both of them have 
committed anabomination : they shall 
surely be put to death; their blood 
shall be upon them. 14 And if aman 
take a wife and her mother, it ¿s wick- 
edness; they shall be burnt with fire, 
both he and they; that there be no 
wickedness among you. 15 And ifa 
man lie with a beast, he shall surely 
be put to death: and ye shall slay the 
beast. 16 And if a woman approach 
unto any beast, and lie down thereto, 
thou shalt kill the woman, and the 
beast: they shall surely be put to 
death; their blood shall be upon them. 
17 And if a man shall take his sister, 
his father’s daughter, or his mother’s 
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daughter, and see her nakedness. 
and she see his nakedness; it is a 
wicked thing; and they shall be cut 


o7 
off in the sight of their people: he 


hath uncovered his sister’s nakedness; 
he shall bear his iniquity. 18 Andifa 
man shall lie with a woman having her 
sickness, and shall uncover her naked- 
ness; he hath discovered her fountain, 
and she hath uncovered the fountain 
of her blood : and both of them shall 
be cut off from among their people. 19 
And thou shalt not uncover the naked- 
ness of thy mother’s sister, nor of thy 
father’s sister: for he uncovereth his 
near kin: they shall bear their iniquity. 
20 And if a man shall lie with his 
uncle’s wife, he hath uncovered his 
uncle’s nakedness: they shall bear 
their sin; they shall die childless. 21 
And if a man shall take his brother’s 
wife, it is an unclean thing: he hath 
uncovered his brother’s nakedness ; 
they shall be childless. 


Sins against the seventh commandment 
are here ordered to be severely punished. 
These are sins which, of all others, fools are 
most apt to make a mock at; but God would 
teach those the heinousness of the guilt by 
the extremity of the punishment that would 
not otherwise be taught it. 

I. Lying with another man’s wife was 
made a capital crime. The adulterer and the 
adulteress that had joined in the sin must fall 
alike under the sentence: they shall both be 
put to death, v.10. Long before this, even 
in Job’s time, this was reputed a heinous 
crime and an iniquity to be punished by the 
judges, Job xxxi. 11. It is a presumptuous 
contempt of an ordinance of God, anda viola- 
tion of his covenant, Prov. ii. 17. It is an 
irreparable wrong to the injured husband, 
and debauches the mind and conscience of 
both the offenders as much as any thing. It is 
asin which headstrong and unbridled lusts 
hurry men violently to, and therefore it needs 
such a powerful restraint as this. It isa sin 
which defiles a land and brings down God’s 
judgments upon it, which disquicts families, 
and tends to the ruin of all virtue and religion. 
and therefore is fit to be animadverted upon 
by the conservators of the public peace: but 
see John viii. 3—11 

II. Incestuons connections, whether by 
marriage or not. 1. Some of them were to 
be punished with death, as a man’s lying with 
his father’s wife, v.11. Reuben would have 
been put to death for his crime (Gen. xxxv. 
22) if this law had been then made. It was 
the sin of the incestuous Corinthian, for 
which he was to be delivered unto Satan, 1. 
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Cor. v. 1,5. A man’s debauching his daugh- 
ter-in-law, or his mother-in-law, or his sister, 
was likewise to be punished with death, v. 
12, 14,17. 2. Others of them God would 
punish with the curse of barrenness, as a 
man’s defiling his aunt, or his brother’s wife 
w. 19—21): They shail die childless. Those 
that keep not within the divine rules of mar- 
riage forfeit the blessings of marriage: They 
shall commit whoredom, and shall not increase, 
Hos. iv. 10. Nay it is said, They shall bear 
their iniquity, that is, though they be not im- 
mediately cut off by the hand either of God 
or man for this sin, yet the guilt of it shall 
he upon them, to be reckoned for another day, 
and not be purged with sacrifice or offering. 

II. The unnatural lusts of sodomy and 
bestiality (sins not to be mentioned without 
horror) were to be punished with death, as 
they are at this day by our law, v. 13, 15, 16. 
Even the beast that was thus abused was to 
be killed with the sinner, who was thereby 
openly put to the greater shame: and the 
villany was thus represented as in the high- 
est degree excerable and abominable, all oc- 
casions of the remembranee or mention of it 
being to be taken away. Even the unsea- 
sonable use of the marriage bed, if presump- 
tuons, and in contempt of the law, would ex- 
pose the offenders to the just judgment of 
God: they shall be cut off, v.18. For this is 
the will of God, that every man should possess 
his vessel (and the wife is called the weaker 
vessel) in sanctification and honour, as becomes 
saints. 

22 Ye shall therefore keep all my 
statutes, and all my judgments, and 
do them: that the land, whither I 
bring you to dwell therein, spue you 
not out. 23 And ye shall not walk 
in the manners of the nation, which I 
cast out before you: for they com- 
mitted all these things, and therefore 
I abhorred them. 24 But I have 
said unto you, Ye shall inherit their 
land, and I will give it unto you to 
possess it, a land that floweth with 
milk and honey: I am the Lorp your 
God, which have separated you from 
other people. 25 Ye shall therefore 
put difference between clean beasts 
and unclean, and between unclean 
fowls and clean: and ye shall not 
make your souls abominable by beast, 
or by fowl, or by any manner of living 
thing that creepeth on the ground, 
which I have separated from you as 
unclean. 26 And ye shall be holy 
unto me: for I the Lorp am holy, 
and have severed you from other peo- 
ple, that ye should be mine. 27 A 
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man also or woman that hath a fami- 
liar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall 
surely be put to death: they shall 
stone them with stones: their blood 
shall be upon them. 


The last verse is a partieular law, whick 
comes in after the general conclusion, as if 
omitted in its proper plaee: it is for the put- 
ting of those to death that dealt with familiar 
spirits, v. 27. It would be an affront to God 
and to his lively oracles, a seandal to the 
country, and a temptation to ignorant bad 
people, to consult them, if such were known 
and suffered to live among them. Those that 
are in league with the devil have in effect 
made a covenant with death and an agree- 
ment with hell, and so shall their doom be. 

The rest of these verses repeat and incul- 
cate what had been said before; for to that 
unthinking forgetful people it was requisite 
that there should be line upon line, and that 
general rules, with their reasons, should be 
frequently insisted on, for the enforcement 
of particular laws, and making them more 
effectual. ‘Three things we are here re- 
minded of:— 

I. Their dignity. 1. They had the Lord for 
their God, v.24, They were his, his care, his 
choice, his treasure, his jewels, his kingdom 
of priests (v.26): That you should be mine. 
Happy the people, and truly great, that are 
in such a case. 2. Their God was a holy 
God (v. 26), infinitely advaneed above all 
others. lis holiness is his glory, and it was 
their honour to be related to him, while their 
neighbours were the infamous worshippers 
of impure and filthy spirits. 3. The great God 
had separated them from other people (v 24), 
and again, v. 26. Other nations were the 
common; they were the enelosure, beautified 
and enriched with peeuliar privileges, and de- 
signed for peculiar honours; let them there- 
fore value themselves accordingly, preserve 
their honour, and not lay it in the dust, by 
walking in the way of the heathen. 

H. ‘Their duty ; this is inferred from their 
dignity. God had done more for them than for 
others, and therefore expected more from them 
than from others. And what isit that the Lord 
their God requires, in consideration of the 
great things done and designed? 1. You shall 
keep all my statutes (v. 22); and there was all 
the reason in the world that they should, for 
the statutes were their honour, and obedience 
to them would be their lasting comfort. 2. 
You shall not walk in the manners of the na- 
tions, v. 23. Being separated from them, 
they must not associate with them, nor learn 
their ways. The manners of the nations 
were bad enough in them, but would be much 
worse in God’s people. 3. You shall put a dif- 
Serence between clean and unclean, v. 25. This 
is holiness, to discern between things that 
differ, not to live at large, as if we might say 
and do any thing, but to speak and act with 
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caution. 4. You shall not make your souls 
abominable, v. 25. Our constant care must 
be to preserve the honour, by preserving the 
purity, of our own souls, and never to do any 
thing to make them abominable to God and 
to our own consciences. 

III. Their danger. 1. They were going 
into an infected place (v. 24): You shall in- 
herit their land, a land flowing indeed with milk 
and honey, which they would have the com- 
fort of if they kept their integrity ; but, withal, 
it was a land full of idols, idolatries, and su- 
perstitious usages, which they would be apt 
to fall in love with, having brought from 
Egypt with them a strange disposition to 
take thatinfection. 2. If they took the infec- 
tion, it would be of pernicious consequence 
to them. The Canaanites were to be expelled 
for these very sins: They committed all these 
things, therefore I abhorred them, v. 23. See 
what an evil thing sin is; it provokes God to 
abhor his own creatures, whereas otherwise 
he delights in the work of his hands. And, 
if the Israelites trod in the steps of their im- 
piety, they must expect that the land would 
spue them out (v. 22), as he had told them 
before, ch. xviii. 28. If God spared not the 
natural branches, but broke them off, neither 
would he spare those who were grafted in, if 
they degenerated. Thus the rejection of the 
Jews stands for a warning to all Christian 
churches to take heed lest the kingdom of 
God be taken from them. Those that sin 
like others must expect to smart like them; 
and their profession of relation to God will 
be no security to them. 

CHAP. XXI. 


This chapter might borrow its title from Mal. ii. 1, “And now, O 
you priests, this commandmenc is for you.” It is a law oliliging 
priests with the utmost care and jealousy to preserve the dignity 
of their priesthood. 1. The inferior priests are here charged 
hoth concerning their mourning and concerning their marriages 
and their children, ver. 1—9. 11. The high priest is restrained 
more than any of them, ver. 10—15. III. Neither the one nor 
the other must have any blemish, ver. 16, &c. 


ND the Lorp said unto Moses, 
Speak unto the priests the sons 

of Aaron, and say unto them, There 
shall none be defiled for the dead 
among his people: 2 But for his kin, 
that is near unto hin, that is, for his 
mother, and for his father, and for his 
son, and for his daughter, and for his 
brother, 3 And for his sister a virgin, 
that is nigh unto him, which hath had 
no husband; for her may he be de- 
filed. 4 But he shall not defile him- 
self, being a chief man among his 
people, to profane himself. 5 They 
shall not make baldness upon their 
head, neither shall they shave off the 
corner of their beard, nor make any 
cuttings in their flesh, 6 They shall 
be holy unto their God, and not pro- 


fane the name of their God: for the 
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offerings of the Lorp made by fire, 
and the bread of their God, they do 
ofter: therefore they shall be holy. 


m 


7 They shall not take a wife that is a 
whore, or profane; neither shall they 
take a woman put away from her hus- 
band: for he ¿s holy unto his God. 
8 Thou shalt sanctify him therefore ; 
for he offereth the bread of thy God: 
he shall be holy unto thee: for I the 
Lorp, which sanctify you, am holy. 
9 And the daughter of any priest, if 
she profane herself by playing the 
whore, she profaneth her father: she 
shall be burnt with fire. 


It was before appointed that the priests 
should teach the people the statutes God had 
given concerning the difference between clean 
and unclean, ch. x. 10,11. Now here it is 
provided that they should themselves observe 
what they were to teach the people. Note, 
Those whose office it is to instruct must do 
it by example as well as precept, 1 Tim. iv. 
12. The priests were to draw nearer to God 
than any of the people, and to be more inti- 
mately conversant with sacred things, and 
therefore it was required of them that they 
should keep at a greater distance than others 
from every thing that was defiling and might 
diminish the hononr of their priesthood. 

I. They must take care not to disparage 
themselves in their mourning for the dead. 
All that mourned for the dead were supposed 
to come near the body, if not to touch it: 
and the Jews say, “It made a man cere- 
monially unclean to come within six feet of 
a dead corpse ;” nay, it is declared (Num. 
xix. 14) that all who come into the tent 
where the dead body lies shall be unclean 
seven days. ‘Therefore all the mourners 
that attended the funeral could not but defile 
themselves, so as not to be fit to come into 
the sanctuary for seven days: for this reason 
it is ordered, 1. That the priests should 
never put themselves under this incapacity 
of coming into the sanctuary, unless it were 
for one of their nearest relations, v. 1—3. A 
priest was permitted to do it for a parent or 
a child, for a brother or an unmarried sister, 
and therefore, no doubt (though this is not 
mentioned) for the wife of his bosom; for 
Ezekiel, a priest, would have mourned for 
his wife if he had not been particularly pro- 
hibited, Ezek. xxiv.17. By this allowance 
God put an honour upon natural affection. 
and favoured it so far as to dispense with 
the attendance of his servants for seven days, 
while they indulged themselves in their sor- 
row for the death of their dear relations; 
but, beyond this period, weeping must not 
hinder sowing, nor their affection to their re- 
lations take them off from the service of the 
sanctuary. Nor was it at all allowed for the 
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death of any other, no, not of a chief man 
among the people, as some read it, v. 4. They 
must not defile themselves, no, not for the 
high priest himself, unless thus akin to them. 
Though there is a friend that ts nearer than a 
brother, yet the priests must not pay this re- 
spect to the best friend they had, except he 
were a relation, lest, if it were allowed for 
one, others should expect it, and so they 
should be frequently taken off from their 
work: and it is hereby intimated that there 
is a particular affection to be reserved for 
those that are thus near akin to us; and, 
when any such are removed by death, we 
ought to be affected with it, and lay it to 
heart, as the near approach of death to our- 
selves, and an alarm to us to prepare to fol- 
low. 2. That they must not be extravagant 
in the expressions of their mourning, no, not 
for their dearest relations, v. 5. Their 
mourning must not be either, (1.) Super- 
stitions, according to the manner of the 
heathen, who cut off their hair, and let out 
their blood, in honour of the imaginary 
deities which presided (as they thought) in 
the congregation of the dead, that they might 
engage them to be propitious to their de- 
parted friends. Even the superstitious rites 
used of old at funerals are an indication of 
the ancient belief of the immortality of the 
soul, and its existence in a separate state: 
and though the rites themselves were for- 
bidden by the divine law, because they were 
performed to false gods, yet the decent re- 
spect which nature teaches and which the 
law allows to be paid to the remains of our 
deceased friends, shows that we are not to 
look upon them as lost. Nor, (2.) Must it 
be passionate or immoderate. Note, God’s 
ministers must be examples to others of pa- 
tience under affliction, particularly that 
which touches in a very tender part, the 
death of their near relations. ‘They are sup- 
posed to know more than others of the rea- 
sons why we must not sorrow as those that 
have no hope (1 Thess. iv. 13), and therefore 
they ought to be eminently calm and com- 
posed, that they may be able to comfort 
others with the same comforts wherewith 
they are themselves comforted of God. The 
people were forbidden to mourn for the dead 
with superstitious rites (ck. xix. 27, 28), and 
what was unlawful to them was much more 
unlawful to the priest. The reason given for 
their peculiar care not to defile themselves 
we have (v. 6): Because they offered the 
bread of their God, even the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire, which were the provisions 
of God’s house and table. They are highly 
honoured, and therefore must not stain 
their honour by making themselves slaves to 
their passions; they are continually employed 
ın sacred service, and therefore must not be 
either diverted from or disfitted for the ser- 
vices they were called to. If they pollute 
themselves, they profane the name of their 
God on whom they attend: if the servants 
VOL. I. 
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are rude and of ill behaviour, it is a reflection 
upon the master, as if he kept a loose and 
disorderly house. Note, All that either offer 
or eat the bread of our God must be holy in 
all manner of conversation, or else they 
profane that name which they pretend to 
sanctify. 

II. They must take care not to degrade 
themselves in their marriage, v. 7. A priest 
must not marry a woman of ill fame, that 
either had been guilty or was suspected to 
have been guilty of uncleanness. He must 
not only not marry a harlot, though ever so 
great a penitent for her former whoredoms, 
but he must not marry one that was profane, 
that is, of a light carriage or indecent be- 
haviour. Nay, he must not marry one that 
was divorced, because there was reason to 
think it was for some fault she was divorced. 
The priests were forbidden to undervalue 
themselves by such marriages as these, which 
were allowed to others, 1. Lest it should 
bring a present reproach upon their minis- 
try, harden the profane in their profaneness, 
and grieve the hearts of serious people: the 
New ‘Testament gives laws to ministers’ 
wives (1 Tim. iii. 11), that they be grave and 
sober, that the ministry be not blamed. 2. 
Lest it should entail a reproach upon their 
families; for the work and honour of the 
priesthood were to descend as an inheritance 
to their children after them. Those do not 
consult the good of their posterity as they 
ought who do not take care to marry such 
as are of good report and character. He 
that would seek a godly seed (as the expres- 
sion is, Mal. ii. 15) must first seek a godly 
wife, and take heed of a corruption of blood. 
It is added here (v. 8), Thou shalt sanctify 
him, and he shail be holy unto thee. ‘Not 
only thou, O Moses, by taking care that 
these laws be ohserved, but thou, O Israel, 
by all endeavours possible to keep up the 
reputation of the priesthood, which the 
priests themselves must do nothing to expose 
or forfeit. He is holy to his God (v. 7), 
therefore he shall be holy unto thee.” Note, 
We must honour those whom our God puts 
honour upon. Gospel ministers by this rule 
are to be esteemed very highly in love for their 
works’ sake (1 Thess. v.13), and every Chris- 
tian must look upon himself as concerned to 
be the guardian of their honour. 

III. Their children must be afraid of 
doing any thing to disparage them (w. 9): I 
the daughter of any priest play the whore, her 
crime is great; she not only polluteth but 
profaneth herself: other women have not 
that honour to lose that she has, who, as one 
of a priest’s family, has eaten of the holy 
things, and is supposed to have been better 
educated than others. Nay, she profaneth her 
father ; he is reflected upon, and every body 
will be ready to ask, “ Why did not he teach 
her better?” And the sinners in Zion will 
insult and say, “ Here is your priest’s daugh- 
ter.’ Her punishment therefore must be 

2M 529 


Laws concerning the priests. 


terror to all priests’ daughters. Note, The 
children of ministers ought, of all others, to 
take heed of doing any thing that is scan- 
dalous, because in them it is doubly scan- 
dalous, and will be punished accordingly by 
him whose name is Jealous. 

10 And he that is the high priest 
among his brethren, upon whose head 
the anointing oil was poured, and that 
is consecrated to put on the garments, 
shall not uncover his head, nor rend 
his clothes; 11 Neither shall he go in 
to any dead body, nor defile himself 
for his father, or for his mother; 12 
Neither shall he go cut of the sanc- 
tuary, nor profane the sanctuary of 
his God; for the crown of the anoint- 
ing oil of his God zs upon him: I am 
the Lorp. 13 And he shall take a 
wife in her virginity. 14 A widow, 
or a divorced woman, or profane, or 
a harlot, these shall he not take: but 
he shall take a virgin of his own peo- 
ple to wife. 15 Neither shall he pro- 
fane his seed among his people: for 
I the Lorn do sanctify him. 

More was expected from a priest than 
from other people, but more from the high 
priest than from other priests, because upon 
his head the anointing oil was poured, and he 
was consecrated to put on the garments (v. 10), 
both which were typical of the anointing and 
adorning of the Lord Jesus, with all the 
gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, which he 
received without measure. It is called the 
crown of the anointing oil of his God (v. 12); 
for the anointing of the Spirit is, to all that 
have it, a crown of glory, and a diadem of 
beauty. ‘The high priest being thus dignified, 

I. He must not defile himself at all for the 
dead, no, not for his nearest relations, his 
father or his mother, much less his child or | 
brother, v. 11. 1. He must not use the! 
common expressions of sorrow on those oe 
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And the forbidding of hım to go to any 
house of mourning, or attend any funeral, 
would be an indication to the people of the 
greatness of that dignity to which he was 
advanced. Our Lord Jesus, the great high 
priest of our profession, touched the dead 
body of Jairus’s daughter, the bier of the 
widow’s son, and the grave of Lazarus, to 
show that he came to alter the property of 
death, and to take off the terror of it, by 
breaking the power of it. Now that it can- 
not destroy it does not defile. 3. He must 
not go out of the sanctuary (v. 12); that is, 
whenever he was attending or officiating in 
the sanctuary, where usually he tarried in 
his own apartment all day, he must not go 
out upon any occasion whatsoever, nor cut 
short his attendance on the living God, no, 
not to pay his last respects to a dying rela- 
tion. It was a profanation of the sanctuary 
to leave it, while his presence was requisite 
there, upon any such occasion ; for thereby 
he preferred some other business before the 
service of God and the business of his pro- 
fession, to which he ought to make every 
thing else give place. Thus our Lord Jesus 
would not leave off preaching to speak with 
his mother and brethren, Matt. xii. 48. 

II. He might not marry a widow (as other 
priests might), much less one divorced, or a 
harlot, v. 13, 14. The reason of this was to 
put a difference between him and other 
priests in this matter; and (as some suggest) 
that he might be a type of Christ, to whom 
the church was to be presented a chaste 
virgin, 2 Cor. xi. 2. See Ezek. xliv. 22. 
Christ must have our first love, our pure 
love, our entire love; thus the virgins love 
thee (Cant. i. 3), and such only are fit to fol- 
low the Lamb, Rev. xiv. 4. 

IJI He might not profane his seed among 
his people, v. 15. Some understand it as 
forbidding him to marry any of an inferior 
rank, which would be a disparagement to his 
family. Jehoiada indeed married out of his 
own tribe, but then it was into the royal 
family, 2 Chron. xxii. 11. This was not to 
teach him to be proud, but to teach him to 
be pure, and to do nothing unbecoming his 
office and the worthy name by which he was 


casions, such as uncovering his head, and | called. Orit may be a caution to him in 
rending his clothes (v. 10), so perfectly un- ; disposing of his children; he must not pro- 
concerned must he show himself in all the | fane his seed by marrying them unsuitably 


crosses and comforts of this life: even his | 
natural affection must be swallowed up in 
compassion to the ignorant, and a feeling of 
their infirmities, and a tender concern for 
the household of God, which he was made 
the rnler of. Thus being the holy one that 
was entrusted with the thummim and the 
urim he must not know father or mother, 
Deut. xxxiii. 8,9. 2. He must not go in to 
any dead body, v.11. If any of the inferior 
priests were under a ceremonial pollution, 
there were other priests that might supply 
their places ; but, if the high priest were de- 
filed, there would be a greater want of him 
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unequally yoked with unbelievers. 


16 And the Lord spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 17 Speak unto Aaron, 
saying, Whosoever he be of thy seed 
in their generations that hath any 
blemish, let him not approach to offer 
the bread of his God. IS For what- 
soever man he be that hath a blemish, 
he shall not approach: a blind man, 
or a lame, or he that hath a flat nose, 
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or any thing superflous. 19 Or a man 
thatisbrokenfooted,or brokenhanded, 
20 Or crookbackt, or a dwarf, or 
that hath a blemish in his eye, or be 
scurvy, or scabbed, or hath his stones 
broken; 21 No man that hath a 
blemish of the seed of Aaron the priest 
shall come nigh to offer the offerings 
of the Lorp made by fire: he hath 
a blemish; he shall not come nigh to 
offer the bread of his God. 22 He 
shall eat the bread of his God, both of 
the most holy, and of the holy. 23 
Only he shall not go in unto the veil, 
nor come nigh unto the altar, because 
he hath a blemish; that he profane 
not my sanctuaries: for I the Lorp 
do sanctify them. 24 And Moses 
told zé unto Aaron, and to his sons, 
and unto all the children of Israel. 


The priesthood being confined to one par- 
ticular family, and entailed upon all the male 
issue of that family throughout their genera- 
tions, it was very likely that some or other 
in after-ages that were born to the priesthood 
would have natural blemishes and deform- 
ities: the honour of the priesthood would 
not secure them from any of those calamities 
which are common to men. Divers blemishes 
are here specified; some that were ordinarily 
for life, as blindness; others that might be 
for a time, as a scurf or scab, and, when they 
were gone, the disability ceased. Now, 

I. The law concerning priests that had 
blemishes was, 1. That they might live upon 
the altar (v. 22): He shall eat of the sacri- 
fices with the other priests, even the most holy 
things, such as the show-bread and the sin- 
offerings, as well as the holy things, such as 
the tithes and first-fruits, and the priests’ 
share of the peace-offerings. ‘The blemishes 
were such as they could not help, and there- 
fore, though they might not work, they must 
not starve. Note, None must be abused for 
their natural infirmities. Even the deformed 
child in the family must have its child’s part. 
2. Yet they must not serve at the altar, at 
either of the altars, nor be admitted to attend 
or assist the other priests in offering sacri- 
fice or burning incense, v. 17, 21, 23. Great 
men choose to have such servants about 
them as are sightly, and it was fit that the 
great God should have such in his house 
then, when he was pleased to manifest his 
glory in external indications of it. But it 
was especially requisite that comely men 
should be chosen to minister about holy 
things, for the sake of the people, who were 
apt to judge according to outward appear- 
ance, and to think meanly of the service, 
how honourable soever it was made by the 
divine institution, if those that verformed it 
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looked despicably or went about it awk. 
wardly. ‘This provision God made for the 
preserving of the reputation of his altar, that 
it might not at any time fall under con- 
tempt. It was for the credit of the sanc- 
tuary that none should appear there who 
were any way disfigured, either by nature or 
accident. 

I. Under the gospel, 1. Those that 
labour under any such blemishes as these 
have reason to thank God that they are not 
thereby excluded from offering spiritual sa- 
crifices to God; nor, if otherwise qualified 
for it, from the office of the ministry. There 
is many a healthful beautiful soul lodged in 
a crazy deformed body. Yet, 2. We ought 
to infer hence how incapable those are to 
serve God acceptably whose minds are ble- 
mished and deformed by any reigning vice. 
Those are unworthy to be called Christians, 
and unfit to be employed as ministers, that 
are spiritually blind, and lame, and crooked, 
whose sins render them scandalous and de- 
formed, so as that the offerings of the Lord 
are abhorred for their sakes. The deformities 
of Hophni and Phinehas were worse than 
any of the blemishes here mentioned. Let 
such therefore as are openly vicious be put 
out of the priesthood as polluted persons ; 
and let all that are made to our God spiritual 
priests be before him holy and without blemish, 
and comfort themselves with this, that, 
though in this imperfect state they have spots 
that are the spots of God’s children, yet they 
shall shortly appear before the throne of God 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. 
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In this chapter we have divers laws concerning the priests and 
sacrifices, all for the preserving of the hovour of the sanctuary. 
1. That the priests should not eat of the holy things iu their 
uncleanness, ver. }—9. I]. That uo stranger who did not belong 
to some family of the priests should eat of the holy things (ver. 
10—13), and, if he did it unwittingly, he must make restitution, 
ver. 14—16. III. That the sacrifices which were offered must be 
without blemish, ver. 17—25. 1V. That they must be more 
than eight days old (ver. 26—289), aud that the sacrifices of 
thanksgiving must be eaten the same day they were offered, ver. 
29, &e. 

ND the Lor» spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto Aaron 

and to his sons, that they separate 
themselves from the holy things of 
the children of Israel, and that they 
profane not my holy name in those 
things which they hallow unto me: | 
am the Lorp. 3 Say unto them, 

Whosoever he be of all your seed 

among your generations, that goeth 

unto the holy things, which the child- 
ren of Israel hallow unto the Lorp, 
having his uncleanness upon him, that 
soul shall be cut off from my pre- 
sence: I am the Lorp. 4 What man 
soever of the seed of Aaron 7s a leper, 
or hath a running issue; he shall not 
eat of the holy things, until he be 
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clean. And whoso toucheth any thing 
that is unclean by the dead, or a man 
whose seed goeth fromhim; 5 Or who- 
soever toucheth any creeping thing, 
whereby he may be made unclean, or 
a man of whom he may take unclean- 
ness, whatsoever uncleanness he hath; 
6 The soul which hath touched any 
such shall be unclean until even, 
and shall not eat of the holy things, 
unless he wash his flesh with water. 
7 And when the sun is down, he shall 
be clean, and shall afterward cat of 
the holy things; because it is his food. 
8 That which dieth of itself, or is torn 
with beasts, he shall not eat to defile 
himself therewith: I am the Lorp. 
9 They shall therefore keep mine or- 
dinance, lest they bear sin for it, and 
die therefore, if they profane it: I the 
Lorp do sanctify them. 


Those that had a natural blemish, though 
they were forbidden to do the priests’ work, 
were yet allowed to eat of the holy things: 
and the Jewish writers say that “to keep 
them from idleness they were employed in 
the wood-room, to pick out that which was 
worm-eaten, that it might not be used in the 
fire upon the altar; they might also be em- 
ployed in the judgment of leprosy :” but, 

I. Those that were under any ceremonial 
uncleanness, which possibly they contracted 
by their own fault, might not so much as 
eat of the holy things while they continued 
in their pollution. 1. Some pollutions were 
permanent, as a leprosy or a running issue, 
v. 4. These separated the people from the 
sanctuary, and God would show that they 
were so far from being more excusable that 
really they were more abominable in a priest. 
2. Others were more transient, as the touch- 
ing of a dead body, or any thing else that 
was unclean, from which, after a certain 
time, a man was cleansed by bathing his 
flesh in water, v. 6. But whoever was thus 
defiled might not eat of the holy things, under 
pain of God’s highest displeasure, who said, 
and ratified the saying, That soul shall be cut 
of from my presence, v. 3. Our being in the 
presence of God, and attending upon him, 
will be so far from securing us that it will 
but the more expose us to God’s wrath, if 
we dare to draw nigh to him in our unclean- 
ness. ‘The destruction shall come from the 
presence of the Lord (2 Thess. i. 9), as the 
fire by which Nadab and Abihu died came 
from before the Lord. Thus those who pro- 
fane the holy word of God will be cut off by 
that word which they make so light of; it 
shall condemn them. They are again warned 
of their danger if they eat the holy thing in 
their uncleanness (v. 9), lest they bear sin, 
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and die therefore. Note, (1.) Those contract 
great guilt who profane sacred things, by 
touching them with unhallowed hands. 
Eating the holy things signified an interest 
in the atonement; but, if they ate of them 
in their uncleanness, they were so far from 
lessening their guilt that they increased it: 
They shall bear sin. (2.) Sin is a burden 
which, if infinite mercy prevent not, will cer- 
tainly sink those that bear it: They shall 
die therefore. Even priests may be ruined 
by their pollutions and presumptions. 

II. As to the design of this law we may 
observe, 1. This obliged the priests carefully 
to preserve their purity, and to dread every 
thing that would defile them. The holy 
things were their livelihood; if they might 
not eat of them, how must they subsist? 
The more we have to lose of comfort and 
honour by our defilement, the more careful 
we should be to preserve our purity. 2. 
This impressed the people with a reverence 
for the holy things, when they saw the 
priests themselves separated from them (as 
the expression is, v. 2) so long as they were 
in their uncleanness. He is doubtless a God 
of infinite purity who kept his immediate 
attendants under so strict a discipline. 3. 
This teaches us carefully to watch against all 
moral pollutions, because by them we are 
unfitted to receive the comfort of God’s 
sanctuary. Though we labour not under 
habitual deformities, yet actual defilements 
deprive us of the pleasure of communion with 
God ; and therefore he that is washed needeth 
to wash his feet (John xiii. 10), to wash his 
hands, and so to compass the altar, Ps. xxvi. 
6. Herein we have need to be jealous over 
ourselves, lest (as it is observably expressed 
here) we profane God’s holy name in those 
things which we hallow unto him, v. 2. If we 
affront God in those very performances 
wherein we pretend to honour him, and pro- 
voke him instead of pleasing him, we shall 
make up buta bad account shortly; yet thus 
we do if we profane God’s name, by doing 
that in our uncleanness which pretends to be 
hallowed to him. 


10 There shall no stranger eat of 
the holy thing: a sojourner of the 
priest, or a hired servant, shall not 
eat of the holy thing. 11 But if the 
priest buy any soul with his money, 
he shall eat of it, and he that is born 
in his house: they shall eat of his 
meat. 12 Ifthe priest’s daughter also 
be married unto a stranger, she may 
noteat of an offering of theholy things. 
13 But if the priest’s daughter be a 
widow, or divorced, and have no child, 
and is returned unto her father’s 
house, as in her youth, she shall eat 
of her father’s meat: but there shall 
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no stranger eat thereof. 14 And 
if a man eat of the holy thing un- 
wittingly, then he shall put the fifth 
part thereof unto it, and shall give z¢ 
unto the priest with the holy thing. 
15 And they shall not profane the 
holy things of the children of Israel, 
which they offer unto the Lorp; 16 
Or suffer them to bear the iniquity of 
trespass, when they eat their holy 
things: for I the Lorp do sanctify 
them. 


The holy things were to be eaten by the 
priests and their families. Now, 

I. Here is a law that no stranger should 
eat of them, that is, no person whatsoever 
but the priests only, and those that pertained 
tothem,v. 10. The priests are charged with 
this care, net to profane the holy things by 
permitting the strangers to eat of them (v. 
15) or suffer them to bear the iniquity of tres- 
pass (v. 16); that is, suffer them to bring 
guilt upon themselves, by meddling with 
that which they have no right to. Thus it is 
commonly understood. Note, We must not 
only be careful that we do not bear iniquity 
ourselves, but we must do what we can to 
prevent others bearing it. We must not 
only not suffer sin to ke upon our brother, 
but, if we can help it, we must not suffer it to 
come upon him. But perhaps there is another 
meaning of those words: the priests’ eating 
the sin-offerings is said to signify their bear- 
ing the iniquity of the congregation, to make 
an atonement for them, ch. x. 17. Let not a 
stranger therefore eat of that holy thing par- 
ticularly, and so pretend to bear the iniquity 
of trespass; for it is daring presumption 
for any to do that, but such as are appointed 
to doit. Those that set up other mediators 
besides Christ our priest, to bear the iniquity 
of trespass, sacrilegiously rob Christ of his 
honour, and invade his rights. Whenwe warn 
people not to trust to their own righteousness, 
nor dare to appear before God in it, but to 
rely on Christ’s righteousness only for peace 
and pardon, it is because we dare not suffer 
them to bear the iniquity of trespass, for we 
know it is too heavy for them. 

II. Here is an explanation of the law, 
showing who were to be looked upon as be- 
longing to the priest’s family, and who not. 
1. Sojourners and hired servants abode not 
in the house for ever; they were in the 
family, but not of it; and therefore they 
might not eat of the holy things (wv. 10): but 
the servant that was born in the house or 
bought with money, being a heirloom to the 
family, though a servant, yet might eat of the 
holy things, v. 11. Note, Those only are 
entitled to the comforts of God’s house who 
make it their rest for ever, and resolve to 
dwell in it all the days of their life As for 
those who for a time only believe, to serve a 
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present turn, they are looked upon but as 
sojourners and mercenaries, and have zo part 
nor lot in the matter. 2. As to the children 
of the family, concerning the sons there 
could be no dispute, they were themselves 
priests, but concerning the daughters there 
was a distinction. While they continued in 
their father’s house they might eat of the 
holy things; but, if they married such as 
were not priests, they lost their right (v. 12), 
for now they were cut off from the family of 
the priests. Yet ifa priest’s daughter became 
a widow, and had no children in whom she 
might preserve a distinct family, and returned 
to her father’s house again, being neither wife 
nor mother, she should again be looked upon 
as a daughter, and might eat of the holy 
things. If those whom Providence has made 
sorrowful widows, and who are dislodged 
from the rest they had in the house of a 
husband, yet find it again in a father’s 
house, they have reason to be thankful to the 
widows’ God, who does not leave them com- 
fortless. 3. Here is a demand of restitution 
to be made by him that had no right to the 
holy things, and yet should eat of them un- 
wittingly, v.14. Ifhe did it presumptuously, 
and in contempt of the divine institution, he 
was liable to be cut off by the hand of God, 
and to be beaten by the magistrate; but, if he 
did it through weakness and inconsideration, 
he was to restore the value, adding a fifth 
part to it, besides which he was to bring an 
offering to atone for the trespass; see ch. v. 
15, 16. 

III. This law might be dispensed with in 
a case of necessity, as it was when David and 
his men ate of the show-bread, 1 Sam. xxi. 6. 
And our Saviour justifies them, and gives a 
reason for it, which furnishes us with a last- 
ing rule in all such cases, that God will have 
mercy and not sacrifice, Matt. xii. 3, 4, 7 
Rituals must give way to morals. 

IV. Itisan instruction to gospel ministers, 
who are stewards of the mysteries of God, not 
to admit all, without distinction, to eat of the 
holy things, but to take out the precious from 
the vile. Those that are scandalously igno- 
rant or profane are strangers and aliens to the 
family of the Lord’s priests; and it is not 
meet to take the children’s bread and to cast 
it to such. Holy things are for holy persons, 
for those who are holy, at least, in profes- 
sion, Matt. vii. 6. 


17 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 18 Speak unto Aaron, 
and to his sons, and unto all the child- 
ren of Israel, and say unto them, 
Whatsoever he be of the house of Is- 
rael, or of the strangers in Israel, that 
will offer his oblation for all his vows, 
and for all his freewill offerings, which 
they will offer unto the Lor» for a 


burnt offering; 19 Ve shall offer at 
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your own will a male without blemish, 
of the beeves, of the sheep, or of the 
goats. 20 But whatsoever hath a 
blemish, that shall ye not offer: for 
it shall not be aceeptable for you. 21 
And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of 
peace offerings unto the Lorp to ac- 
complish his vow, or a freewill offer- 
ing in beeves or sheep, it shall be 
perfect to be accepted; there shall be 
no blemish therein. 22 Blind, or 
broken, or maimed, or having a wen, 
or scurvy, or scabbed, ye shall not 
offer these unto the Lorp, nor make 
an offering by fire of them upon the 
altar unto the Lorp. 23 Either a 
bullock or a lamb that hath any thing 
superfluous or lacking in his parts, 
that mayest thou offer for a freewill 
offering ; but for a vow it shall not be 
accepted. 24 Ye shall not offer unto 
the Lorp that which is bruised, or 
crushed, or broken, or cut; neither 
shall ye make any offering thereof in 
yourland. 25 Neitherfrom a stranger’s 
hand shall ye offer the bread of your 
God of any of these; because their 
corruption is in them, and blemishes 
beinthem: they shall not be accepted 
for you. 26 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 27 When a bul- 
lock, or a sheép, or a goat, is brought 
forth, then it shall be seven days 
under the dam; and from the eighth 
day and thenceforth it shall be ac- 
cepted for an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorp. 28 And whether it 
be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and 
her young both in one day. 29 And 
when ye will offer a sacrifice of thanks- 
giving unto the Lor», offer it at your 
own will. 30 On the same day it 
shall be eaten up; ye shall leave none 
of it until the morrow: I am the 
Lorp. 31 Therefore shall ye keep 
my commandments, and do them: I 
am the Lorp. 32 Neither shall ye 
profane my holy name; but I will be 
hallowed among the children of Israel: 
I am the Lorp which hallow you, 
33 That brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, to be your God: I am the 
Lorp. 


Here are four laws concerning sacrifices :— 
1. Whatever was offered in sacrifice to God | 
5 
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should be without blemish, otherwise it 
should not be accepted. This had often been 
mentioned in the particular institutions of 
the several sorts of offerings. Now here 
they are told what was to be accounted a 
blemish which rendered a beast unfit for 
sacrifice : if it was blind, or lame, had a wen, 
or the mange (v. 22),—if it was bruised, or 
crushed, or broken, or cut (v. 24), that is, as 
the Jewish writers understand it, if it was, in 
any of these ways, castrated, if bulls and 
rams were made into oxen and weathers, they 
might not be offered. Moreover a difference 
is made between what was brought as a 
free-will offering and what was brought 
as a vow, v. 23. And, though none that had 
any of the forementioned blemishes might be 
brought for either, yet if a beast had any 
thing superfluous or lacking (that is, as the 
Jews understand it, if there was a dispro- 
portion or inequality between those parts 
that are pairs, when one eye, or ear, or leg, 
was bigger than it should be, or less than it 
should be)—if there was no other blemish than 
this, it might be accepted for a free-will 
offering, to which a man had not before laid 
himself, nor had the divine law laid him, 
under any particular obligation; but for a 
vow it might not be accepted. Thus God 
would teach us to make conscience of per- 
forming our promises to him very exactly, 
and not afterwards to abate in quantity or 
value of what we had solemnly engaged to 
devote to him. What was, before the vow, 
in our own power, as in the case of a free-will 
offering, afterwards is not, Acts v. 4. It is 
again and again declared that no sacrifice 
should be accepted if it was thus blemished, 
v. 20, 21. According to this law great care 
was taken to search all the beasts that were 
brought to be sacrificed, that there might, 
to a certainty, be no blemish in them. A 
blemished sacrifice might not be accepted 
even from the hand of a stranger, though to 
such all possible encouragement should be 
given to do honour to the God of Israel, v. 25. 
By this it appears that strangers were ex- 
pected to come to the house ef God from a far 
country (1 Kings viii. 41, 42), and that they 
should be welcome, and their offerings ac- 
cepted, as those of Darius, Ezra vi. 9, 10; 
Isa. lvi. 6, 7. The heathen priests were 
many of them not so strict in this matter, but 
would receive sacrifices for their gods that 
were ever so scandalous; but let strangers 
know that the God of Israel would not be so 
served. Now, 1. This law was then ne- 
cessary for the preserving of the honour of 
the sanctuary, and of the God that was there 
worshipped. It was fit that every thing that 
was employed for his honour should be the 
best of the kind; for, as he is the greatest 
and brightest, so he is the best of beings; 
and he that is the best must have the best. 
See how greatly and justly displeasing the 
breach of this law was to the holy God, Mal. 
i. 8,13, 14. 2. This law made all the legal 
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sacrifices the fitter to be types of Christ, the 
great sacrifice from which all these derived 
their virtue. In allusion to this ław, he is 
said to be a Lamb without blemish and with- 
out spot, 1 Pet.i.19. As such a priest, so 
such a sacrifice, became us, who was harmless 
and undefiled. When Pilate declared, I find 
no fault iu this man, he did thereby in effect 
pronounce the sacrifice withont blemish. 
The Jews say it was the work of the sagan, 
or suffragan, high priest, to view the sacri- 
fices, and see whether they were without 
blemish or no; when Christ suffered, Annas 
was in that office; but httle did those who 
brought Christ to Annas first, by whom he 
was sent bound to Caiaphas, as a sacrifice fit 
to be offered (John xviii. 13, 24), think that 
they were answering the type of this law. 3. 
It is an instruction to us to offer to God the 
best we have in our spiritual sacrifices. If 
our devotions are ignorant, and cold, and 
trifling, and full of distractions, we offer the 
blind, and the lame, and the sick, for sacrifice ; 
but cursed be the deceiver that does so, for, 
while he thinks to put a cheat upon God, he 
puts a damning cheat upon his own soul. 

II. That no beast should be offered in 
sacrifice before it was eight days old, v. 26, 27. 
It was provided before that the firstlings of 
their cattle, which were to be dedicated to 
God, should not be brought to him till after 
the eighth day, Exod. xxii. 30. Here it is 
provided that no creature should be offered 
in sacrifice till it was eight days old complete. 
Sooner than that it was not fit to be used at 
men’s tables, and therefore not at God’s altar. 
The Jews say, “It was because the sabbath 
sanctifies all things, and nothing should be 
offered to God till at least one sabbath had 
passed over it.” It was in conformity to the 
law of circumcision, which children were to 
receive on the eighth day. Christ was sacri- 
ficed for us, not in his infancy, though then 
Herod sought to slay him, but in the prime 
of his time. 

IHI. That the dam and her young should 
not both be killed in one day, whether in 
sacrifice or for common use, v.28. ‘There is 
such a law as this concerning birds, Deut. 
xxii. 6. This was forbidden, not as evil in 
itself, but because it looked barbarous and 
cruel to the brute creatures; like the tyranny 
of the king of Babylon, that slew Zedekiah’s 
sons before his eyes, and then put out his 
eyes. It looked ill-natured towards the spe- 
cies to kill two generations at once, as if one 
designed the rnin of the kind. 

IV. That the flesh of their thank-offerings 
should be eaten on the same day that they 
were sacrificed, v. 29, 30. This is a repe- 
tition of what we had before, ch. vii.15; xix. 
6,7. The chapter concludes with such a 
general charge as we have often met with, to 
keep God’s commandments, and not to profane 
his holy name, v. 31,32. Those that profess 
God’s name, if they do not make conscience 
of keeping his commandments, do but pro- 
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fane his name. The general reasons are 
added: God’s authority over them—I am the 
Lord ; his interest in them—l am your God ; 
the title he had to them by redemption—“ I 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, on pur- 
pose that I might be your God ;” the designs 
of his grace concerning them—I am the Lord 
that hallow you; and the resolutions of his 
justice, if he had not honour from them, to 
get himself honour upon them—I will be 
hallowed among the children of Israel. God 
will be a loser in his glory by no man at last; 
but sooner or later will recover his right, 
either in the repentance of sinners or in 
their ruin. 
CHAP. XXIII. 


Hitherto the levitical law has beeu chiefly conversant about holy 
persons, holy things, and holy places; in this chapter we have 
the institution of holy times, mauy of which had been mentioned 
occasionally before, but here they are all put together, only the 
new moons are not mentioned. All the rest of the feasts of the 
Lord are, l. The weekly feast of the sabbath, ver.3. I. The 
yearly feasts, 1. The passover, and the feast of unleavened 
bread (ver. 4—8), to which was annexed the offering of the sheaf 
of firstfruits, ver. 9—14. 2. Pentecost, ver. 15—22. 3. The 
solemnities of the seventh montb, The feast of trumpets on the 
first day (ver. 23—25), the day of atonement on the tenth day 
(ver. 26—32), and the feast of tabernacles on the fifteenth, ver. 
33, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, and say unto them, 
Concerning the feasts of the Lor», 
which ye shall proclaim to be holy 
convocations, ever these ave my feasts. 
3 Six days shall work be done: but 
the seventh day is the sabbath of rest, 
a holy convocation; ye shall do no 
work therein: it is the sabbath of the 


Lor» in all your dwellings. 

Here is, I. A general account of the holy 
times which God appointed w. 2), and it is 
only his appointment that can make time 
holy; for he is the Lord of time, and as soon 
as ever he had set its wheels a-going it was 
he that sanctified and blessed one day above 
the rest, Gen. ii.3. Man may by his appoint- 
ment make a good day (Esth. ix. 19), but it 
is God’s prerogative to make a holy day; 
nor is any thing sanctified but by the stamp 
of his institution. As all inherent holiness 
comes from his special grace, so all adherent 
holiness from his special appointment. Now, 
concerning the holy times here ordained, 
observe, 1. They are called feasts. The day 
of atonement, which was one of them, was a 
fast; yet, because most of them were ap- 
pointed for joy and rejoicing, they are in the 
general called feasts. Some read it, These 
are my assemblies, but that is co-incident 
with convocations. I would rather read it, 
These are my solemnities ; so the word here 
used is translated (Isa. xxxiii. 20), where Zion 
is called the city of our solemnities: and, 
reading it so here, the day of atonement was 
as great a solemnity as any of them. 2. 
They are the feasts of the Lord (my feasts), 
observed to the honour of his name, and in 
obedience to his command. 3. ‘They were 
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proclaimed ; for they were not to be observed 
by the priests only that attended the sanc- 
tuary, but by all the people. And this pro- 
clamation was the joyful sound concerning 
which we read, Blessed are the people that 
know it, Ps. Ixxxix. 15. 4. They were to be 
sanctified and solemnized with holy convo- 
cations, that the services of these feasts 
might appear the more honourable and au- 
gust, and the people the more unanimous in 
the performance of them; it was for the 
honour of God and his institutions, whieh 
sought not corners and the purity of which 
would be best preserved by the public ad- 
ministration of them; it was also for the 
edification of the people in love that the feasts 
were to be observed as holy convocations. 

II. A repetition of the law of the sabbath 
in the first place. Though the annual feasts 
were made more remarkable by the general 
attendance at the sanctuary, yet these must 
not eclipse the brightness of the sabbath, v. 3 
They are here told, 1. That on that day they 
must withdraw themselves from all the affairs 
and business of the world. Itis a sabbath of 
rest, typifying our spiritual rest from sin, 
and in God: You shall do no work therein. 
On other holy days they were forbidden to 
do any servile work (v. 7), but on the sab- 
bath, and the day of atonement (which is 
also eailed a sabbath) they were to do no 
work at all, no, not the dressing of meat. 2. 
On that day they must employ themselves in 
the service of God. (1.) It is a holy convo- 
cation ; that is, “If it lie within your reach, 
you shall sanctify it in a religious assembly : 
let as many as ean come to the door of the 
tabernacle, and let others meet elsewhere for 
prayer, and praise, and the reading of the 
law,” as in the schools of the prophets, while 
prophecy continued, and afterwards in the 
synagogues. Christ appointed the New- 
Testament sabbath to be a holy convoeation, 
by meeting his disciples once and again (and 
perhaps oftener) on the first day of the week. 
(2.) “ Whether you have opportunity of 
sanetifying it ina holy convocation or not, yet 
let it be the sabbath of the Lord in all your 
dwellings. Put adifference between that day 
and other days in your families. It is the 
sabbath of the Lord, the day on whieh he 
rested from the work of creation, and on 
which he has appointed us to rest; let it be 
observed in all your dwellings, even now that 
you dwell in tents.” Note, God’s sabbaths 
are to be religiously observed in every private 
house, by every family apart, as well as by 
many families together in holy convocations. 
The sabbath of the Lord in our dwellings 
will be their beauty, strength, and safety; it 
will sanctify, edify, and glorify them. 

4 These are the feasts of the Lorn, 
even holy convocations, which ye shall 
proclaim in their seasons. 5 In the 
fourteenth day of the first month at 
even is the Lorn’s passover. 6 And 
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on the fifteenth day of the same month 
is the feast of unleavened bread unto 
the Lorp: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread. 7 In the first day 
ye shall have a holy convocation: ye 
shall do no servile work therein. 8 
But ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lorp seven days: in 
the seventh day is a holy convoca- 
tion: ye shall do no servile work 
therein. 9 And the Lor» spake unto 
Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto the 
children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come into the land which 
I give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a 
sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest 
unto the priest: 11 And he shall 
wave the sheaf before the Lorn, to be 
accepted for you: on the morrow after 
the sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
12 And ye shall offer that day when 
ye wave the sheaf a he lamb without 
blemish of the first year for a burnt- 
offering unto the Lorp. 13 And the 
meat offering thereof shall be two 
tenth deals of fine flour mingled with 
oil, an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp for a sweet savour: and the 
drink offering thereof shall be of wine, 
the fourth part of a hin. 14 And 
ye shall eat neither bread, nor parched 
corn, nor green ears, until the self- 
same day that ye have brought an 
offering unto your God: it shall be a 
statute for ever throughout your ge- 
nerations in all your dwellings. 


Here again the feasts are called the feasts 
of the Lord, because he appointed them. 
Jeroboam’s feast, which he devised of his own 
heart (1 Kings xii. 33), was an affront to God, 
and a reproach upon the people. ‘These 
feasts were to be proclaimed in their seasons 
(v. 4), and the seasons God chose for them 
were in March, May and September (aceord- 
ing to our present computation), not in winter, 
beeause travelling would then be uncomfort- 
able, when the days were short, and the 
ways foul; not in the middle of summer, 
beeause then in those eountries they were 
gathering in their harvest and vintage, and 
could be ill spared from their country busi- 
ness. Thus graciously does God consult our 
comfort in his appointments, obliging us 
thereby religiously to regard his glory in our 
observance of them, and not to complain of 
themasaburden. The solemnities appointed 
them were, 1. Many and returned frequently, 
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which was intended to preserve in them a 
deep sense of God and religion, and to pre- 
vent their inclining to the superstitione of 
the heathen. God kept them fully employed 
in his service, that they might not have time 
to hearken to the temptations of the idola- 
trous neighbourhood they lived in. 2. They 
were most of them times of joy and rejoicing. 
‘The weekly sabbath is so, and all their yearly 
solemnities, except the day of atonement. 
God would thus teach them that wisdom’s 
ways are pleasantness, and engage them to 
his service by encouraging them to be cheer- 
ful in it and to sing at their work. Seven 
days were days of strict restand holy convo- 
cations; the first day and the seventh of the 
feast of unleavened bread, the day of pente- 
cost, the day of the feast of trumpets, the first 
day and the eighth of the feast of tabernacles, 
and the day of atonement : here were six for 
holy joy and one only for holy mourning. 
We are commanded to rejoice evermore, but 
not to be evermore weeping. Here is, 

I. A repetition of the law of the passover, 
which was to be observed on the fourteenth 
day of the first month, in remembrance of 
their deliverance out of Egypt and the dis- 
tingnishing preservation of their first-born, 
mercies never to be forgotten. This feast 
was to begin with the killing of the paschal 
lamb, v. 5. It was to continue seven days, 
during all which time they were to eat sad 
bread, that was unleavened (wv. 6), and the 
first and last day of the seven were to be 
days of holy rest and holy convocations, v. 
7,8. They were not idle days spent in sport 
and recreation (as many that are called 
Christians spend their holy days), but offer- 
ings were made by fire unto the Lord at his 
altar ; and we have reason to think that the 
people were taught to employ their time in 
prayer, and praise, and godly meditation. 

If. An order for the offering of a sheaf of 
the first-fruits, upon the second day of the 
feast of unleavened bread; the first is called 
the sabbath, because it was observed as a 
sabbath (v. 11), and, on the morrow after, 
they had this solemnity. A sheaf or handful 
of new corn was brought to the priest, who 
was to heave it up, in token of his presenting 
it to the God of Heaven, and to wave it to 
aud fro before the Lord, as the Lord of the 
whole earth, and this should be accepted for 
them as a thankful acknowledgment of God’s 
mercy to them in clothing their fields with 
corn, and of their dependence upon God, and 
desire towards him, for the preserving of it 
to their use. For it was the expression both 
of prayer and praise, v. 11. A lamb for a 
burnt-offering was to be offered with it, v. 12. 
As the sacrifice of animals was generally 
attended with meat-offerings, so this sacrifice 
of corn was attended with a burnt-offering, 
that bread and flesh might be set together 
on God’s table. They are forbidden to eat 
of their new corn till this handful was offered 


to God; for it was fit, if God and Israel feast ! 
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together, that he should be served first. Ana 
the offering of this sheaf of first-fruits in the 
name of the whole congregation did, as ıt 
were, sanctify to them their whole harvest, 
and give them a comfortable use of all the 
rest; for then we may eat our bread with joy 
when we have, in some measure, performed 
our duty to God, and God has accepted our 
works, for thus all our enjoyments become 
clean to us. Now, 1. This law was given 
now, though there was no occasion for put- 
ting it in execution till they came to Canaan : 
in the wilderness they sowed no corn; but 
God’s feeding them there with bread from 
heaven obliged them hereafter not to grudge 
him his share of their bread out of the earth. 
We find that when they came into Canaan 
the manna ceased upon the very day that the 
sheaf of first-fruits was offered; they had 
eaten of the old corn the day before (Josh. v. 
11), and then on this day they offered the 
first-fruits, by which they became entitled to 
the new corn too (v. 12), so that there was no 
more occasion for manna. 2. ‘This sheaf of 
first-fruits was typical of our Lord Jesus, 
who has risen from the dead as the first-fruits 
of those that slept, 1 Cor. xv. 20. That 
branch of the Lord (Isa. iv. 2) was then pre- 
sented to him, in virtue of the sacrifice ot 
himself, the Lamb of God, and it was accepted 
for us. It is very observable that our Lord 
-Jesus rose from the dead on the very day 
that the first-fruits were offered, to show that 
he was the substance of this shadow. 3. 
We are taught by this law to honour the Lord 
with our substance, and with the first-fruits of 
all our increase, Prov. ili. 9. ‘They were not 
to eat of their new corn till God’s part was 
offered to him out of it (v. 14), for we must 
always begin with God, begin our hives with 
him, begin every day with him, begin every 
meal with him, begin every affair and business 
with him ; seek first the kingdom of God. 


15 And ye shall count unto you 
from the morrow after the sabbath, 
from the day that ye brought the sheat 
of the wave offering; seven sabbaths 
shall be complete: 16 Even unto the 
morrow after the seventh sabbath shall 
ye number fifty days; and ye shall 
offer a new meat offering unto the 
Lorp. 17 Ye shall bring out of your 
habitations two wave loaves of two 
tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; 
they shall be baken with leaven ; they 
are the firstfruits unto the Lorn. 18 
And ye shall offer with the bread seven 
lambs without blemish of the first 
year, and one young bullock, and two 
rams: they shall be for a burnt offer- 
ing unto the Lorp, with their meat 
ofiering,and their drink offerings, even 
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an offering made by fire, of swect sa- they were reckoned most holy offerings, 
vour unto the Lorm 19 Then ye| Whereas other peace-offerings were but holy. 

oes oil ‘3 All these offerings are here appointed, v. 18— 
shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for| 99. + 3, That one day was to be kept with a 
a sin offering, and two lambs of the | holy convocation, v. 21. It was one of the 
first year for a sacrifice of peace offer- | days on which all Israel was to meet God and 


ings. 20 And the priest shall wave | one another, at the place which the Lord 


. i : -_,|should choose. Some suggest that whereas 
them with the bread of the firstfruits| -even da i reio niake aibe eae i- 


for a wave offering before the Lorn, | jeayened bread there was only one day ap- 
with the two lambs: they shall be holy | pointed for the feast of pentecost, because 
to the Lorn for the priest. 21 And this was a busy time of the year with them, 


ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, Ee m ia AE ye 


that it may be a holy convocation | feast was instituted in remembrance of the 
unto you: ye shall do no servile work | giving of the law upon mount Sinai, the fif- 
therein: it shall be a statute for ever | tieth day after they came out of Egypt. ‘That 
in all your dwellings throughout your was the feast which they were told in Egypt 


Se ee must be observed to God in the wilderness, 
Sena DS ae vnen ye Yeap | as a memorial of which ever after they kept 


the harvest of YOUU land, thou shalt] this feast. But the period and perfection of 

not make clean riddance of the corners | this feast was the pouring out of the Spirit 
. : p 

of thy field when thou reapest, neither | upon the apostles on the day of this feast 


A z : „| (Acts ii. 1), in which the law of faith was 
shalt thou gather any gleaning of thy given, fifty days after Christ our passover 


harvest: thou shalt leave them unto | was sacrificed for us. And on that day (as 
the poor, and to the stranger: I am |bishop Patrick well expresses it) the apostles, 
the Lorp your God. having themselves received the first-fruits of 
Here is the institution of the feast of pen- the Spirit, begat three thousand souls, through 
tecost, or weeks, as it is called (Deut. xvi. 9), | the word of truth, and presented them, as 
because it was observed fifty days, or seven | the first-fruits of the Christian church, to 
weeks, after the passover. It is also called. God and the Lamb. 
the feast of harvest, Exod. xxiii. 16. For as|, To the institution of the feast of pentecost 
the presenting of the sheaf of first-fruits was is annexed a repetition of that law which we 
an introduction to the harvest, and gave them had before (ch. xix. 9), by which they were 
liberty to put in the sickle, so they solemnized | required to leave the gleanings of their fields, 
the finishing of their corn-harvest at this|@nd the corn that grew on the ends of the 
feast. 1. Then they offered a handful of ears butts, for the poor, v.22. Probably it comes 
of barley, now they offered two loaves of |'™ here as a thing which the priests must 
wheaten bread, v. 17. This was leavened. | take occasion to remind the people of, when 


At the passover they ate unleavened bread, they brought their first-fruits, intimating to 
because it was in remembrance of the bread ; them that to obey even in this small matter 
they ate when they came out of Egypt, which Was better than sacrifice, and that, unless 
was unleavened ; but now at pentecost it was | they were obedient, their offerings should 
leavened, because it was an acknowledgment j 29t be accepted. It also taught them that 
of God’s goodness to them in their ordinary | the joy of harvest should express itself in 
food, which was leavened. 2. With that | Charity to the poor, who must have their due 
sheaf of first-fruits they offered only one| oUt of what we have, as well as God his. 
lamb for a burnt-offering, but with these Those that are truly sensible of the mercy 
loaves of first-fruits they offered seven lambs. they receive from God will without grudging 
two rams, and one bullock, all for a burnt- | Show mercy to the poor. 


offering, so giving glory to God, as the Lord: 93 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 


of their land and the Lord of their harvest, | = z : 
by whose favour they lived and to whose ses, saying, 24 Speak unto the child- 


praise they ought to live. They offered like- | TON of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
wise a kid for a sin-offering, so taking shame | month, in the first day of the month, 
to themselves.as unworthy of tne bread they | shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of 


ate, and imploring pardon for their sins, blowing of trumpets, a holy convo- 


by which they had forfeited their harvest- . : 
mercies, and which they had been guilty of cation. 25 Ye shall do no servile 
in the receiving of them. And lastly, two work therein: but ye shall offer an 


lambs for a sacrifice of peace-offerings, to beg | offering made by fire unto the Lorp. 
a blessing upon the corn they had gathered | 26 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 


in, which would be neither sure nor sweet to : 
them without that blessing, Hag.i.9. These saying, 27 Also on the tenth day of 


were the only peace-offerings that were offered this seventh month there shall be a 


on the behalf of the whole congregation, and ' day of atonement: it shall be a holy 
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convocation unto you; and ye shall 
afflict your souls, and offer an offer- 
ing made by fire unto the Lorp. 28 
And ye shall do no work in that same 
day : for it is a day of atonement, to 
make an atonement for you before 
the Lorp your God. 29 For what- 
soever soul ié be that shall not be af- 
flicted in that same day, he shall be 
cut off fromamong his people. 30 And 
whatsoever soul i¢ be that doeth any 
work in that same day, the same soul 
will I destroy from among his people. 
31 Ye shall do no manner of work: 
it shall be a statute for ever through- 
out your generations in all your dwell- 
ings. 32 It shall be unto you a sab- 
bath of rest, and ye shall afflict your 
souls: in the ninth day of the month 
at even, from even unto even, shall ye 
celebrate your sabbath. 


Here is, I. The institution of the feast of 
trumpets, on the first day of the seventh 
month, v. 24, 25. That which was now the 
seventh month had been reckoned the first 
month, and the year of jubilee was still to begin 
with this month (ch. xxv. 8), so that this was 
their new year’s day. It was to be as their 
other yearly sabbaths, a day of holy rest— You 
shall do no servile work therein ; and a day of 
holy work—Youw shall offer an offering to the 
Lord ; concerning these particular directions 
were afterwards given, Num. xxix. 1. ‘That 
which is here made peculiar to this festival 
is that it was a memorial of blowing of trum- 
pets. They blew the trumpet every new 
moon (Ps. ixxxi. 3), but in the new moon of 
the seventh month it was to be done with 
more than ordinary solemnity; for they be- 
gan to blow at sun-rise and continued till 
sun-set. Now, 1. This is here said to bea 
memorial, perhaps of the sound of the trum- 
pet upon mount Sinai when the law was 
given, which must never be forgotten. Some 
think that it was a memorial of the creation 
of the world, which is supposed to have been 
in autumn; for which reason this was, till 
now, the first month. The mighty word by 
which God made the world is called the voice 
of his thunder (Ps. civ. 7); fitly therefore 
was it commemorated by blowing of trum- 
pets, or a memorial of shouting, as the Chaldee 
renders it; for, when the foundations of the 
earth were fastened, all the sons of God shouted 
for joy, Job xxxviii. 6, 7. 2. The Jewish 
writers suppose it to have a spiritual signifi- 
cation. Now at the beginning of the year 
they were called by this sound of trumpet to 
shake off their spiritual drowsiness, to search 
and try their ways, and to amend them: the 
day of atonement was the ninth day after 
this; and thus they were awakened to pre- 
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pare for that day, by sincere and serious 
repentance, that it might be indeed to them 
a day of atonement. And they say, “The 
devout Jews exercised themselves more in 
good works between the feast of trumpets and 
the day of expiation than at any other time of 
the year.” 3. It was typical of the preaching 
of the gospel, by which joyful sound souls 
were to be called in to serve God and keep a 
spiritual feast tohim. ‘The conversion of the 
nations to the faith of Christ is said to be by 
the blowing of a great trumpet, Isa. xxvii. 13. 

II. A repetition of the law of the day of 
atonement, that is, so much of it as concerned 
the people. 1. They must on this day rest 
from all manner of work, and not only from 
servile works as on other annual festivals ; it 
must be as strict a rest as that of the weekly 
sabbath, v. 28, 30, 31. The reason is: For 
it is a day of atonement. Note, The humbling 
of our souls for sin, and the making of our 
peace with God, is work that requires the 
whole man, and the closest application of 
mind imaginable, and all little enough. He 
that would do the work of a day of atonement 
in its day, as it should be done, had need lay 
aside the thoughts of every thing else. On 
that day God spoke peace unto his people, and 
unto his saints ; and therefore they must lay 
aside all their worldly business, that they 
might the more clearly and the more reve- 
rently hear that voice of joy and gladness. 
Fasting days should be days of rest. 2. 
They must afflict their souls, and this upon 
pain of being cut off by the hand of God, 
v. 27, 29, 32. They must mortify the body, 
and deny the appetites of it, in token of their 
sorrow for the sins they had committed, and 
the mortifying of theirindwelling corruptions. 
Every soul must be afflicted, because every 
soul was polluted, and guilty before God; 
while none have fulfilled the law of innocency 
none are exempt from the law of repentance, 
besides that every man must sigh and cry 
for the abominations of the land. 3. The 
entire day must be observed: From even to 
even you shall afflict your souls (v. 32), that is, 
“You shall begin your fast, and the expres- 
sions of your humiliation, in the ninth day of 
the month at even.’ ‘They were to leave off 
all their worldly labour, and compose them- 
selves to the work of the day approaching, 
some time before sun-set on the ninth day, 
and not to take any food (except children and 
sick people) till after sun-set on the tenth 
day. Note, The eves of solemn days ought 
to be employed in solemn preparation. When 
work for God and our souls is to be done, 
we should not straiten ourselves in time for 
the doing of it; for how can we spend our 
time better? Of this sabbath the rule here 


given is to be understood: From even unto 
even shall you celebrate your sabbath. 

33 And the Lord spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 34 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, saying, The fifteenth 
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day of this seventh month skall be 
the feast of tabernacles for seven days 
unto the Lorp. 35 On the first day 
shall be a holy convocation: ye shall 
do no servile work therein. 36 Seven 
days ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire unto the Lorn: on the eighth 
day shall be a holy convocation unto 
you; and ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the Lord: it isa 
solemn assembly; and ye shall do no 
servile work therein. 37 These are 
the feasts of the Lorn, which ye shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, to 
offer an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp, a burnt offering, and a meat 
offering, a sacrifice, and drink offer- 
ings, every thing upon his day: 38 
Beside the sabbaths of the Lorp, and 
beside your gifts, and beside all your 
vows, and beside all your freewill of- 
ferings, which ye give unto the Lorp. 
39 Also in the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month, when ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep 
a feast unto the Lorp seven days: 
on the first day shall be a sabbath, 
and on the eighth day shall be a sab- 
bath. 40 And ye shall take you on the 
first day the boughs of goodly trees, 
branches of palm trees, and the boughs 
of thick trees, and willows of the 
brook; and ye shall rejoice before the 
Lorp your God seven days. 41 And 
ye shall keep it a feast unto the Lorp 
seven days inthe year. It shall bea 
statute for ever in your generations: ye 
shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 
42 Ye shall dwell in booths seven days; 
all that are Israelites born, shall dwell 
in booths: 43 That your genera- 
tions may know that I made the child- 
ren of Israel to dwell in booths, when 
I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. 
44 And Moses declared unto the child- 
ren of Israel the feasts of the Lorn. 

We have here, I. The institution of the 
feast of tabernacles, which was one of the 
three great feasts at which all the males were 
bound to attend, and celebrated with more 
expressions of joy than any of them. 

1. As to the directions for regulating this 
feast, observe, (1.) It was to be observed on 
the fifteenth day of the seventh month (v. 34), 


but five days after the day of atonement. 
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We may suppose, though they were not all 
bound to attend on the day of atonement, as 
on the three great festivals, yet that many of 
the devout Jews came up so many days be- 
fore the feast of tabernacles as to enjoy the 
opportunity of attending on the day of atone- 
ment. Now, [1.] The afflicting of their souls 
on the day of atonement prepared them for 
the joy of the feast of tabernacles. The more 
we are grieved and humbled for sin, the better 
qualified we are for the comforts of the Holy 
Ghost. [2.] The joy of this feast recom- 
pensed them for the sorrow of that fast; for 
those that sow in tears shall reap in joy. (2.) 
It was to continue eight days, the first and 
last of which were to be observed as sabbaths, 
days of holy rest and holy convocations, v. 35, 
36, 39. The sacrifices to be offered on these 
eight days we have a very large appointment 
of, Num. xxix. 12, &e. (3.) During the first 
seven days of this feast all the people were to 
leave their houses, and the women and child- 
ren in them, and to dwell in booths made of 
the boughs of thick trees, particularly palm- 
trees, v. 40, 42. The Jews make the taking 
of the branches to be a distinct ceremony from 
the making of the booths. [Itis said, indeed 
(Neh. viii. 15), that they made their booths of 
the branches of trees, which they might do, 
and yet use that further expression of joy, 
the carrying of palm-branches in their hands, 
which appears to have been a token of triumph 
upon other occasions (John xii. 13), and is 
alluded to, Rev. vii.9. The eighth day some 
make a distinct feast of itself, but itis called 
(John vil. 37) that great day of the feast ; it 
was the day on which they returned from 
their booths, to settle again in their own 
houses. (4.) They were to rejoice before the 
Lord God during all the time of this feast, 
v.40. The tradition of the Jews is that they 
were to express their joy by dancing, and 
singing hymns of praise to God, with musical 
instruments: and not the common people 
only, but the wise men of Israel, and their 
elders, were to do it in the court of the sane- 
tuary: for (say they) the joy with which a 
man rejoices in doing a commandment is 
really a great service. 

2. As to the design of this feast, 

(1.) Itwas to be kept in remembrance of their 
dwelling in tents in the wilderness. ‘Thus it 
is expounded here (v. 43): That your genera- 
tions may know, not only by the written his- 
tory, but by this ocular tradition, that I made 
the children of Israel to dwell in booths. 
Thus it kept in perpetual remembrance, [1.1] 
The meanness of their beginning, and the 
low and desolate state out of which God ad- 
vanced that people. Note, Those that are 
comfortably fixed ought often to call to mind 
their former unsettled state, when they were 
but little in their own eyes. [2.] The mercy 
of God to them, that, when they dwelt in 
tabernacles, God not only set up a tabernacle 
for himself among them, but, with the ut- 
most care and tenderness imaginable, hung 
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a canopy over them, even the cloud that shel- 
tered them from the heat of the sun. God’s 
former mercies to us and our fathers ought 
to be kept1ın everlasting remembrance. ‘lhe 
eighth day was the great day of this feast, 
because then they returned to their own 
houses again, and remembered how, after 
they had long dwelt ın tents in the wilder- 
ness, at length they came to a happy settle- 
ment in the land of promise, where they dwelt 
in goodly houses. And they would the more 
sensibly value and be thankful for the com- 
forts and conveniences of their houses when 
they had been seven days dwelling in booths. 
It is good for those that have ease and plenty 
sometimes to learn what it is to endure 
hardness. 

(2.) It was a feast of in-gathering, so it is 
called, Exod. xxiii. 16. When they had ga- 
thered in the fruit of their land (v. 39), the 
vintage as well as the harvest, then they were 
to keep this feast in thankfulness to God for 
all the increase of the year; and some think 
that the eighth day of the feast had special 
reference to this ground of the institution. 
Note, The joy of harvest ought to be im- 
proved for the furtherance of our joy in God. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof, and therefore whatever we have the 
comfort of he must have the glory of, espe- 
cially when any mercy is perfected. 

(3.) It was a typical feast. It is supposed 
by many that our blessed Saviour was born 
much about the time of this feast; then he 
left his mansions of light above to tabernacle 
among us (John i. 14), and he dwelt in booths. 
And the worship of God under the New Tes- 
tament is prophesied of under the notion of 
keeping the feast of tabernacles, Zech. xiv. 16. 
For, [1.] The gospel of Christ teaches us to 
dwell in tabernacles, to sit loose to this world, 
as those that have here no continuing city, 
but by faith, and hope, and a holy contempt 
of present things, to go out to Christ without 
the camp, Heb. xiii. 13,14. [2.] It teaches 
us to rejoice before the Lord our God. ‘Those 
are the circumcision, Israelites indeed, that 
always rejoice in Christ Jesus, Phil. iii. 3. 
And the more we are taken off from this 
world the less liable we are to the interrup- 
tion of our joys. 

IJ. The summary and conclusion of these 
institutions. 

1. God appointed these feasts (v. 37, 38), 
besides the sabbaths and your free-will offer- 
ings. This teaches us, (1.) That calls to ex- 
traordinary services will not excuse us from 
our constant stated performances. Within 
the days of the feast of tabernacles there must 
fall at least one sabbath, which must be as 
strictly observed as any other. (2.) That 
God’s institutions leave room for free-will 
offerings. Not that we may invent what he 
never instituted, but we may repeat what he has 
instituted, ordinarily, the oftener the better. 
God is well pleased with a willing people. 

2. Moses declared them to the children of 
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Israel, v. 44. He let them know what God 
appointed, and neither more nor less. Thus 
Paui delivered to the churches what he had 
received from the Lord. We have reason to 
be thankful that the feasts of the Lord, de- 
clared unto us, are not so numerous, nor the 
observance of them so burdensome and costly, 
as theirs then were, but more spiritual and 
significant, and surer sweeter earnests of the 
everlasting feast, at the last in-gathering, 
which we hope to be celebrating to eternity. 
CHAP. XXIV. 


In thts chapter we have, J. A repetition of the laws concerning the 
lamps and the show-bread, ver. 1—9. I]. A violation of the law 
against blasphemy, with the imprisonment, trial, condemnation, 
and execution, of the blasphemer, ver. 10—1 $, with ver. 23. HIT. 
The law against blasphemy reinforced (ver. 15, 16), with sundry 
other laws, ver. 17, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Command the child- 

ren of Israel, that they bring unto 
thee pure oil olive beaten for the 
light, to cause the lamps to burn con- 
tinually. 3 Without the veil of the 
testimony, in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, shall Aaron order it from 
the evening unto the morning before 
the Lorp continually: ¿t shall be a 
statute for ever in your generations. 
4 He shall order the lamps upon the 
pure candlestick before the Lorn con- 
tinually. 5 And thou shalt take fine 
flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof: 


two tenth deals shall be in one cake. 


6 And thou shalt set them in two 
rows, six on a row, upon the pure 
table before the Lorp. 7 And thou 
shalt put pure frankincense upon each 
row, that it may be on the bread for 
a memorial, even an offering made by 
fire unto the Lorp. 8 Every sab- 
bath he shall set it in order before 
the Lorp continually, being taken 
from the children of Israel by an 
everlasting covenant. 9 And it shall 
be Aaron’s and his sons’; and they 
shall eat it in the holy place: for it is 
most holy unto him of the offerings 
of the Lorp made by fire by a per- 
petual statute. 

Care is here taken, and orders are given, 
for the decent furnishing of the candlestick 
and table in God’s house. 

I. The lamps must always be kept burning. 
The law for this we had before, Exod. xxvii. 
20,21. Itis here repeated, probably because 
it now began to be put in execution, when 
other things were settled. 1. The people 
were to provide oil (v. 2), and this, as every 
thing else that was to be used in God’s ser- 
vice, must be of the best, pure olive-oil, beaten, 
probably it was double-strained. This was 
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to cause the lamps to burn; all our English 
copies read it lamps, but in the original it is 
singular in v. 2—to cause the lamp to burn ; but 
plural in v. 4—he shall order the lamps. The 
seven lamps made all one lamp, in allusion 
to which the blessed Spirit of grace is repre- 
sented by seven lamps of fire before the throne 
(Rev. iv. 5), for there are diversities of gifts, 
but one Spirit, 1 Cor. xii. 4. Ministers are 
as burning and shining lights in Christ’s 
church, but it is the duty of people to pro- 
vide comfortably for them, as Israel for the 
lamps. Scandalous maintenance makes a 
acandalous ministry. 2. The priests were to 
tend the lamps; they must snuff them, clean 
the candlestick, and supply them with oil, 
morning and evening, v. 3,4. Thus itis the 
work of the ministers of the gospel to hold 
forth that word of life, not to set up new 
lights, but, by expounding and preaching the 
word, to make the light of it more clear and 
extensive. This was the ordinary way of 
keeping the lamps burning; but, when the 
church was poor and in distress, we find its 
lamps fed constantly with oil from the good 
olives immediately, without the ministry of 
priest or people (Zech. iv. 2, 3); for, though 
God has tied us to means, he has not tied 
himself to them, but will take effectual care 
that his lamp never go out in the world for 
want of oil. 

II. The table must always be kept spread. 
This was appointed before, Exod. xxv. 30. 
And here also, 1. The table was furnished 
with bread ; not dainties nor varieties to gra- 
tify a luxurious palate, but twelve loaves or 
cakes of bread, v. 5,6. Where thereis plenty 
of bread there is no famine; and where bread 
is not there is no feast. ‘There was a loaf for 
every tribe, for in our Father’s house there is 
bread enough. They were all provided for by 
the divine bounty, and were all welcome to 
the divine grace. Even after the revolt of 
the ten tribes this number of loaves was con- 
tinued (2 Chron. xiii. 11), for the sake of those 
few of each tribe that retained their affection 
to the temple and continued their attendance 
onit. 2. A handful of frankincense was put 
in a golden saucer, upon or by each row, v. 7. 
When the bread was removed, and given to 
the priests, this frankincense was burnt upon 
the golden altar (I suppose) over and above 
the daily incense: and this was for a memorial 
instead of the bread, an offering made by fire, 
as the handful of the meat-offering which 
was burnt upon the altar is called the memorial 
thereof, ch. ii. 2. Thus a little was accepted 
as a humble acknowledgment, and all the 
loaves were consigned to the priests. All 
God’s spiritual Israel, typified by the twelve 
loaves, are made through Christ a sweet sa- 
vour to him, and their prayers are said to 
come up before God for a memorial, Acts x. 4. 
Ihe word is borrowed from the ceremonial 
law. 3. Every sabbath it was renewed. When 
the loaves had stood there a week, the priests 
had them to eat with other holy things that 
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were to be eaten imn the holy place (v. 9), and 
new ones were provided at the public charge, 
and put in the room of them, v. 8. ‘The Jews 
say, “ The hands of those priests that put on 
were mixed with theirs that took off, that the 
table might be never empty, but the bread 
might be before the Lord continually.” Godis 
never unprovided for the entertainment of 
those that visit him, as men often are, Luke 
xi.5. Every one of those cakes contained two 
tenth-deals, that is, two omers of fine flour; 
just so much manna every Israelite gathered 
on the sixth day for the sabbath, Exod. xvi. 
22. Hence some infer that this show-bread, 
which was set on the table on the sabbath, 
was intended as a memorial of the manna 
wherewith they were fed in the wilderness. 
Christ’s ministers should provide new bread 
for his house every sabbath day, the produc- 
tion of their fresh studies in the scripture, 
that their proficiency may uppear to all, 
1 Tim. iv. 1, 5. 


10 And the son of an Israelitish 
woman, whose father was an Egyp- 
tian, went out among the children of 
Israel: and this son of the Israelitish 
woman and a man of Israel strove to- 
gether in the camp; 11 And the 
Israelitish woman’s son blasphemed 
the name of the LORD, and cursed. 
And they brought him unto Moses: 
(and his mother’s name was Shelo- 
mith, the daughter of Dibri, of the 
tribe of Dan:) 12 And they put him 
in ward, that the mind of the Lorp 
might be showed them. 13 And the 
Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 14 
Bring forth him that hath cursed with- 
out the camp; and let all that heard 
him lay their hands upon his head, 
and let all the congregation stone him. 
15 And thou shalt speak unto the 
children of Israel, saying, Whosoever 
curseth his God shall bear his sin. 
16 And he that blasphemeth the name 
of the Lorp, he shall surely be put 
to death, and all the congregation 
shall certainly stone him: as well the 
stranger, as he that is born in the land, 
when he blasphemeth the name of 
the LORD, shall be put to death. 17 
And he that killeth any man shall 
surely be put to death. 18 And he 
that killeth a beast shall make it good; 
beast for beast. 19 And if a man 
cause a blemish in his neighbour; as 
he hath done, so shall it be done to 
him; 20 Breach for breach, eye for 
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eye, tooth for tooth : as he hath caused 
a blemish in a man, so shall it be 
done to him again. 21 And he that 
killeth a beast, he shall restore it: 
and he that killeth a man, he shall be 
put to death. 22 Ye shali have one 
manner of law, as well for the stranger, 
as for one of your own country: for 
I am the Lorp your God. 23 And 
Moses spake to the children of Israel, 
that they should bring forth him that 
had cursed out of the camp, and stone 
him with stones. And the children 
of Israel did as the Lorn commanded 
Moses. 


Evil manners, we say, beget good Jaws. 
We have here an account of the evil man- 
ners of a certain nameless mongrel Israelite, 
and the good laws occasioned thereby. 

I. The offender was the son of an Egyp- 
tian father and an Israelitish mother (v. 10) ; 
his mother was of the tribe of Dan, v. 11. 
Neither he nor his father is named, but his 
mother only, who was an Israelite. This 
notice is taken of his parentage either, 1. To 
intimate what occasioned the quarrel he was 
engaged in. The Jews say, “ He offered to 
set up his tent among the Danites in the 
right of his mother, but was justly opposed 
by some or other of that tribe, and informed 
that his father being an Egyptian he had no 
part nor lot in the matter, but must look 
upon himself as a stranger.” Or, 2. To show 
the common ill effect of such mixed mar- 
riages. When a daughter of Israel would 
marry an idolatrous malignant Egyptian, 
what could be the fruit of such a marriage 
but a blasphemer? For the children will be 
apt to take after the worse side, whichsoever 
it is, and will sooner learn of an Egyptian 
father to blaspheme than of an Israelitish 
mother to pray and praise. 

II. The occasion of the offence was con- 
tention: He strove with a man of Israel. 
‘The mixed multitude of Egyptians that came 
up with Israel (Exod. xii. 38) were in many 
ways hurtful to them, and this was one, they 
were often the authors of strife. The way 
to preserve the peace of the church is to pre- 
serve the purity of it. In this strife he broke 
out into ill language. Note, When quarrels 
begin we know not what mischief they will 
make before they end, nor how great a mat- 
ter a little fire may kindle. When men’s 
passion is up they are apt to forget both 
their reason and their religion, which is a 
good reason why we should not be apt either 
to give orto resent provocation, but leave off 
strife before it be meddled with, because the 
beginning of it is as the letting forth of water. 

III. The offence itself was blasphemy and 
cursing, v. 11. It is supposed that his cause 
came to be heard before the judges, who de- 
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termined that he had no right to the privi- 
leges of an Israelite, his father being an 
Egyptian, and that, being enraged at the 
sentence, 1. He blasphemed the name of the 
Lord. He blasphemed the name, that is, he 
blasphemed God, who is known by his name 
only, not by his nature, or any similitude. 
Not as if God were a mere name, but his is 
a name above every name. The translators 
add of the Lord, which is implied, but not 
expressed, in the original, for the greater re- 
verence of the divine Majesty: it is a shame 
that it should be found on record that the 
very name of Jehovah should be blas- 
phemed ; zell it not in Gath. It is a fond 
conceit of the superstitious Jews that his 
blasphemy was in pronouncing the name of 
Jehovah, which they call ineftable: he that 
made himself known by that name never 
forbade the calling of him by that name. It 
is probable that finding himself aggrieved by 
the divine appointment, which separated be- 
tween the Israelites and strangers, he impu- 
dently reproached both the law and the Law- 
maker, and set him at defiance. 2. He 
cursed either God himself (and then his 
cursing was the same with blaspheming) or 
the person with whom he strove. Impreca- 
tions of mischief are the hellish language of 
hasty passion, as well as of rooted malice. 
Or perhaps he cursed the judges that gave 
sentence against him; he flew in the face of 
the court, and ridiculed the processes of it; 
thus he added sin to sin. 

IV. The caution with which he was pro- 
ceeded against for this sin. The witnesses 
or inferior judges brought him and his case 
(which was somewhat extraordinary) unto 
Moses (v. 11), according to the order settled 
(Exod. xviii. 22), and Moses himself would 
not give judgment hastily, but committed 
the offender into custody, till he had con- 
sulted the oracle in this case. Note, Judges 
must deliberate; both those that give the 
verdict and those that give the sentence must 
consider diligently what they do, and do no- 
thing rashly, for the judgment is God’s (Deut. 
i. 17), and before him there will be a re- 
hearing of the cause. They waited to know 
what was the mind of the Lord, whether he 
was to be put to death by the hand of the 
magistrate or to be left to the judgment of 
God: or, rather, they wanted to know whe- 
ther he should be stoned, as those were to be 
that only cursed their parents (ch. xx. 9), or 
whether, the crime being so much greater, 
some sorer punishment should be inflicted 
on him. Note, Those that sit in judgment 
should sincerely desire, and by prayer and 
the use of all good means should endeavour 
to know the mind of the Lord, because they 
judge for him (2 Chron. xix. 6) and to him 
they are accountable. 

V. Sentence passed upon this offender by 
the righteous Judge of heaven and earth 
himself: Let all the congregation stone him, v. 
14. God could have cut him off by an im- 
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mediate stroke from heaven, but he would 
put this honour upon the institution of ma- 
gistracy to make use of it for the supporting 
and vindicating of his own glory in the 
world. Observe, 1. The place of execution 
appointed : Bring him forth without the camp. 
To signify their detestation of the crime, 
they must thus cast out the criminal as an 
abominable branch, and separate him from 
them as an unclean thing and unworthy a 
place in the camp of Israel. 2. The execu- 
tioners: Let all the congregation do it, to 
show their zeal for the honour of God’s 
name. Every man should have a stone to 
throw at him that blasphemes God, reckon- 
ing himself nearly concerned in the re- 
proaches cast on God, Ps. Ixix. 9. Thus 
also the greater terror would be cast upon 
the congregation ; those that once helped to 
stone a blasphemer would ever after dread 
every thing that bordered upon blasphemy, 
that looked like it or looked towards it. 3. 
The solemnity of the execution; before the 
congregation stoned him, the witnesses were 
to lay their hands upon his head. The Jews 
say that this was used in the execution of 
no criminals but blasphemers; and that it 
was done with words to this purport, ‘ Thy 
blood be upon thy own head, for thou thyself 
hast occasioned it. Let no blame be laid en the 
law, judges, juries, or witnesses; ¿f thou 
scornest, thou alone shalt bear it.” 

VI. A standing law made upon this occa- 
sion for the stoning of blasphemers, v. 15, 
16. Magistrates are the guardians of both 
tabies, and ought to be as jealous for the 
honour of God against those that speak con- 
temptuously of his being and government 
as for the public peace and safety against the 
disturbers of them. 1. A great stress is laid 
upon this law, as in no case to be dispensed 
with: He shall surely be put to death ; they 
shall certainly stone him. ‘Those that lightly 
esteemed God's honour might think it hard 
to make a man an offender fora word (words 
are but wind); but God would let them know 
that they must not make light of such words 
as these, which come from malice against 
God in the heart of him that speaks, and 
must occasion either great guilt or great 
grief to those that hear. 2. It is made to 
extend to the strangers that sojourned among 
them, as well as those that were born in the 
land. God never made any law to compel 
strangers to be circumcised and embrace the 
Jewish religion (proselytes made by force 
would be no honour to the God of israel), 
but he made a law to restrain strangers from 
speaking evil of the God of Israel. 3. He 
that was put to death for blasphemy is said 
to bear his sin, in the punishment of it; no 
sacrifice being appointed, on the head of 
which the sin might be transferred, he him- 
self was to bear it upon his own head, as a 
sacrifice to divine justice. So his own tongue 
fell upon him (Ps. lxiv. 8), and the tongue of 
a blasphemer will fall heavily. 
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VII. A repetition of some other laws an- 
nexed to this new law. 1. That murder 
should be punished with death (v. 17, and 
again v. 21), according to an ancient law in 
Noah’s time (Gen. ix. 6), and the very law 
of nature, Gen. iv. 10. 2. That maimers 
should in like manner be punished by the 
law of retaliation, v. 19, 20. Not that men 
might in these cases be their own avengers, 
but they might appeal to the civil magistrate, 
who should award suffering to the injurious 
and satisfaction to the injured as should be 
thought fit in proportion to the hurt done. 
This law we had before, Exod. xxii. 4, 5. 
And it was more agreeable to that dispensa- 
tion, in which were revealed the rigour of 
the law and what sin deserved, than to the 
dispensation we are under, in which are re- 
vealed the grace of the gospel and the remis- 
sion of sins: and therefore our Saviour has 
set aside this law (Matt. v. 38, 39), not to 
restrain magistrates from executing public 
justice, but to restrain us all from returning 
personal injuries and to oblige us to forgive 
as we are and hope to be forgiven. 3. That 
hurt done wilfully to a neighbour’s cattle 
should be punished by making good the 
damage, v. 18, 21. Thus the divine law 
took not only their lives, but their goods also 
under its protection. Those beasts which 
belonged to no particular person, but were, 
as our law speaks, fere nature—of a wild 
nature, it was lawful for them to kill; but 
not those which any man had a property in. 
Does God take care foroxen? Yes; for our 
sakes he does. 4. That strangers, as well as 
native Israelites, should be both entitled to 
the benefit of this law, so as not to suffer 
wrong, and liable to the penalty of this law 
in case they did wrong. And, it should 
seem, thisis it that brings in these laws here, 
to show how equitable it was that strangers 
as well as Israelites should be punished 
for blasphemy, because strangers as well as 
Israelites were punishable for other crimes. 
And there may be this further reason for the 
recognition of these laws here, God would 
hereby show what provision he had made for 
man’s safety, in punishing those that were 
injurious to him, which should be an argu- 
ment with magistrates to be jealous for his 
honour, and to punish those that blasphemed 
his name. If God took care for their com- 
fort, they ought to take care for his glory. 

VIII. The execution of the blasphemer. 
Moses did, as it were, sign the warrant for 
it: He spoke unto the children of Israel to do 
it, and they did as the Lord commanded 
Moses, v. 23. This teaches that deathis the 
wages of sin, and that blasphemy in partì- 
cular is an iniquity to be punished by the 
judges. But, if those who thus profane the 
name of God escape punishment from men, 
yet the Lord our God will not suffer them to 
escape his righteous judgments. ‘This blas- 
phemer was the first that died by the law of 
Moses. Stephen, the first that died for the 
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gospel, died by the abuse of this law; the 
martyr and the malefactor suffered the same 
death: but how vast the difference between 
them! 


CHAP. XXV. 


The law of this chapter concerns the lands and estatrs of the ls- 
raelites in Canaan, the oceupying and transferring uf which were 
to be under the divine direction, as well as the management of 
religions worship; for, as the tabernacle was a holy house, so 
Canaan was a holy land; and upon that account, as much as 
any thing, it was the glory of all lands. In token of a peculiar 
title which Gud had to this land, and a right to dispose of it, he 
appointed, 1. That every seventh year should be a year of rest 
from occupying the land, a sabbatical year, ver. 1--7. In this 
God expected from them extraordinary instances of faith and 
obedience, and they might expect from God extraordinary in- 
stances of power and goodness in providing for them, ver. 
18—22. li. That every fiftieth year should he a year of jubilee, 
that 1s, 1. A year of release uf debts and mortgages, and return 
to the possession of their alienated lands, ver, 8—17. Par-ieular 
directions are given, (1.) Concerning the sale and redemption 
of lands, ver. 23—28. (2.) Of houses in cities and villages, with 
a proviso far Levite-cities, ver. 29—34. 2. A year of release of 
servants and hond-slaves (1.) Herc is inserted a Jaw for the 
kind nsage of poor debtors, ver. 35—39. (2.) Then comes the 
Jaw for the discharge of all Israelites that were sold fur servants, 
in the year of jubilee, if they were not redeemed before. [1.] If 
they were sold to Israelites, ver. 39—46. And, [2.] If sold to 
proselytrs, ver. 47—53. All these appointments have something 
moral and of perpetual ubligation in them, though in the letter 
of them they were not only peculiar to the Jews, but to them 
ouly while they were in Canaan. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

in mount Sinai, saying, 2 Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, When ye come into the land 
which I give unto you, then shall the 
land keep a sabbath unto the Lorn. 
3 Six years thou shalt sow thy field, 
and six years thou shalt prune thy 
vineyard, and gather in the fruit there- 
of; 4 But in the seventh year shall 
be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a 
sabbath for the Lorp: thou shalt 
neither sow thy field, nor prune thy 
vineyard. 5 That which groweth of 
its own accord of thy harvest thou 
shalt not reap, neither gather the 
grapes of thy vine undressed: for it 
is a year of rest unto the land. 6 And 
the sabbath of the land shall be meat 
for you; for thee, and for thy servant, 
and for thy maid, and for thy hired 
servant, and for thy stranger that 
sojourneth with thee, 7 And for thy 
cattle, and for the beast that are in 
thy land, shall all the increase thereof 
be meat. 

The law of Moses laid a great deal of 
stress upon the sabbath, the sanctification of 
which was the earliest and most ancient of 
all divine institutions, designed for the keep- 
ing up of the knowledge and worship of the 
Creator among men; that law not only re- 
vived the observance of the weekly sabbath, 
but, for the further advancement of the 
honour of them, added the institution of a 
sabbatical year: In the seventh year shall be 
a sabbath of rest unto the land, v.4. And 
hence the Jews collect that vulgar tradition 


that after the world has stood six thousand 
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years (a thousand years being to God as one 
day) it sha!] cease, and the eternal sabbath 
shall succeed—a weak foundation on which to 
build the fixing of that day and hour which 
it is God’s prerogative to know. ‘This sab- 
batical year began in September, at the end 
of harvest, the seventh month of their eccle- 
siastical year: and the law was, 1. That at 
the seed-time, which immediately followed 
the end of their in-gathering, they should 
sow no corn in their land, and that they 
should not in the spring dress their vine- 
yards, and consequently that they should 
not expect either harvest or vintage the next 
year. 2. That what their ground did pro- 
duce of itself they should not claim any pro- 
perty or use in, otherwise than from hand to 
mouth, but leave it for the poor, servants, 
strangers, and cattle, v. 5—7. It must bea 
sabbath of rest to the land; they must nei- 
ther do any work about it, nor expect any 
fruit from it; all annual labours must be 
intermitted in the seventh year, as much as 
daily labours on the seventh day. The Jews 
say they “began not to reckon for the sab- 
batical year till they had completed the con- 
quest of Canaan, which was in the eighth 
year of Joshua; the seventh year after that 
was the first sabbatical year, and so the fif- 
tieth year was the jubilee.” ‘This year there 
was to be a general release of debts (Deut. 
xv..1, 2), and a public reading of the law 
in the feast (Deut. xxxi. 10, 11), to make it 
the more solemn. Now, (1.) God would 
hereby show them that he was their land- 
lord, and that they were tenants at will under 
him. Landlords are wont to stipulate with 
their tenants when they shall break up their 
ground, how long they shall till it, and when 
they shall let it rest: God would thus give, 
grant, and convey, that good land to them. 
under such provisos and limitations as should 
let them know that they were not proprietors, 
but dependents on their Lord. (2.) It wasa 
kindness to their land to let it rest some- 
times, and would keep it in heart (as our 
husbandmen express it) for posterity, whose 
satisfaction God would have them to consult, 
and not to use the ground as if it were de- 
signed only for one age. (3.) When the 

were thus for a whole year taken off from all 
country business, they would have the more 
leisure to attend the exercises of religion, 
and to get the knowledge of God and his 
law. (4.) They were hereby taught to be 
charitable and generous, and not to engross 
all to themselves, but to be willing that 
others should share with then in the gifts of 
God’s bounty, which the earth brought forth 
of itself. (5.) They were brought to live in 
a constant dependence upon the divine pro- 
vidence, finding that, as man lives not by 
bread alone, so he has bread, not by his own 
industry alone, but, if God pleases, by the 
word of blessing from the mouth of God, 
without any care or pains of man, Matt. iv. 
4. (6.) They were reminded of the easy life 
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man lived in paradise, when he ate of every 
good thing, not, as since, in the sweat of his 
face. Labour and toil came in with sin. 
(7 ) They were taught to consider how the 
poor lived, that did neither sow nor reap, 
even by the blessing of God upon a little. 
(8.) This year of rest typified the spiritual 
rest which all believers enter into through 
Christ, our true Noah, who giveth us com- 
fort and rest concerning our work, and the 
toil of our hands, because of the ground which 
the Lord hath cursed, Gen. v. 29. Through 
him we are eased of the burden of worldly 
care and labour, both being sanctified and 
sweetened to us, and we are enabled and en- 
couraged to live by faith. And, as the 
fruits of this sabbath of the land were en- 
joyed in common, so the salvation wrought 
out by Christ is a common salvation ; and 
this sabbatical year seems to have been re- 
vived in the Christian church, when the þe- 
lievers had all things common, Acts ii. 44. 

8 And thou shalt number seven 


sabbaths of years unto thee, seven 
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thou shalt diminish the price of it: 
for according to the number of the 
years of the fruits doth he sell unto 
thee. 17 Ye shall not therefore op- 
press one another; but thou shalt 
fear thy God: for I am the Lord your 
God. 18 Wherefore ye shall do my 
statutes, and keep my judgments, and 
do them; and ye shall dwell in the 
land in safety. 19 And the land shall 
yield her fruit, and ye shall eat your 
fill, and dwell therein in safety. 20 
And if ye shall say, What shall we eat 
the seventh year? behold, we shall 
not sow, nor gather in our increase: 
21 Then I will command my blessing 
upon you in the sixth year, and it 
shall bring forth fruit for three years. 
22 And ye shall sow the eighth year, 
and eat yeé of old fruit until the ninth 


times seven years; and the space of| year; until her fruits come in ye shall 


the seven sabbaths of years shall be 
unto thee forty and nine years. 9 


eat of the old store. 
Here is, I. The general institution of the 


Then shalt thou cause the trumpet of} jubilee, v. 8, &c. 


the jubilee to sound on the tenth day 
of the seventh month, in the day, of 
atonement shall ye make the trumpet 
sound throughout all your land. 10 
And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, 
and proclaim liberty throughout al/the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof : 
it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye 
shall return every man unto his pos- 
session, and ye shall return every man 
unto his family. 11 A jubilee shall 
that fiftieth year be unto you: ye 
shall not sow, neither reap that which 
groweth of itself in it, nor gather the 
grapes in it of thy vine undressed. 12 
For it is the jubilee; it shall be holy 
unto you: ye shall eat the increase 
thereof out of the field. 13 In the 
year of this jubilee ye shall return 
every man unto his possession. 14 
And if thou sell ought unto thy neigh- 
bour, or buyest ought of thy neigh- 
bour’s hand, ye shall not oppress one 
another: 15 According to the num- 
ber of years after the jubilee thou 
shalt buy of thy neighbour, and ac- 
cording unto the number of years of 
the fruits he shall sell unto thee: 16 
According to the multitude of years 
thou shalt increase the price thereof, 
and according to the fewness of years 
546 : 


1. When it was to be observed : after seven 
sabbaths of years (w. 8), whether the forty- 
ninth or fiftieth is a great question among 
learned men: that it should be the seventh 
sabbatical year, that is, the forty-ninth (which 
by a very common form of speech is called 
the fiftieth), seems to me most probable, and 
is, I think, made pretty clear and the objec- 
tions removed by that learned chronologer 
Calvisius; but this is not a place for arguing 
the question. Seven sabbaths of weeks were 
reckoned from the passover to the feast of 
pentecost (or fiftieth day, for so pentecost 
signifies), and so seven sabbaths of years 
from one jubilee to another, and the seventh 
is called the fiftieth; and all this honour is 
put upon the sevenths for the sake of God’s 
resting the seventh day from the work of 
creation. 

2. How it was to be proclaimed, with 
sound of trumpet in all parts of the country. 
(v. 5), both to give notice to all persons of it, 
and to express their joy and triumph in it ; 
and the word jobel, or jubilee, is supposed to 
signify some particular sound of the trumpet 
distinguishable from any other ; for the trum- 
pet that gives an uncertain sound is of little 
service, 1 Cor. xiv. 8. The trumpet was 
sounded in the close of the day of atonement ; 
thence the jubilee commenced, and very fitly ; 
when they had been humbling and afilicting 
their souls for sin, then they were made to 
hear this voice of joy and gladness, Ps. li. 8. 
When their peace was made with God, then 
liberty was proclaimed ; for the removal of 
guilt is necessary to make way for the entrance 
of all true comfort, Rom. y.1, 2. In allusion 
to this solemn proclamation of the jubilee, it 
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was foretold concerning our Lord Jesus that 
he should preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord, Isa. lxi. 2. He sent his apostles to 
proclaim it with the trumpet of the everlast- 
ing gospel, which they were to preach to 
every creature. And it stands still foretold 
that at the last day the trumpet shall sound, 
which shall release the dead out of the bond- 
age of the grave, and restore us to our pos- 
sessions. 

3. What was to be done in that year 
extraordinary ; besides the common rest of 
the land, which was observed every sabbati- 
cal year (v. 11, 12), and the release of personal 
debts (Deut. xv. 2, 3), there was to be the 
legal restoration of every Israelite to all the 
property, and all the liberty, which had been 
alienated from him since the last jubilee; so 
that never was any people so secured in their 
liberty and property (those glories of a people) 
as Israel was. Effectual care was taken that 
while they kept close to God these should not 
only not be taken from them by the violence 
of others, but not thrown away by their own 
folly. 

(1.) The property which every man had in 
his dividend of the land of Canaan could not 
be alienated any longer than till the year of 
jubilee, and then he or his should return to 
it, and have a title to it as undisputed, and 
the possession of it as undisturbed, as ever 
(v. 10, 13): “ You shall return every man to 
his possession ; so that if a man had sold or 
mortgaged his estate, or any part of it, it 
should then return to him or his heirs, free 
of all charge and encumbrance. Now this 
was no wrong to the purchaser, because the 
year of jubilee was fixed, and every man 
knew when it would come, and made his 
bargain accordingly. By our law indeed, if 
lands be granted to a man and his heirs, 
upon condition that he should never sell or 
alienate them, the grant is good, but the 
condition is void and repugnant: Iniqguum 
estingenuis hominibus (say the lawyers) non esse 
liberam rerum suarum alienationem—lIt is un- 
just to prevent free men from alienating their 
own possessions. Yet it is agreed in the 
books that if the king grant lands to a man 
in fee upon condition he shall not alienate, 
the condition is good. Now God would 
show his people Israel that their land was 
his, and they were his tenants; and therefore 
he ties them up that they shall not have 
power to sell, but only to make leases for 
any term of years, not going beyond the next 
jubilee. By this means it was provided, [1.] 
That their genealogies should be carefully 
preserved, which would be of use for clear- 
ing our Saviour’s pedigree. [2.] That the 
distinction of tribes should be kept up; for, 
though a man might purchase lands in another 
tribe, yet he could not retain them longer 
than till the year of jubilee, and then they 
would revert of course. [3.} That none 
should grow exorbitantly rich, by laying 
house to house, and field to field (Isa. v. 8), 
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but should rather apply themselves to the cui- 
tivating of what they had than the enlarging of 
their possessions. The wisdom of the Roman 
commonwealth sometimes provided that no 
man should be master of above 500 acres. [4. | 
That no family should be sunk and ruined, 
and condemned to perpetual poverty. This 
particular care God took for the support of 
the honour of that people, and the pre- 
serving, not only of that good land to the na- 
tion in general, but of every man’s share to his 
family in particular, for a perpetual inheritance, 
that it might the better typify that good part 
which shall never be taken away from those 
that have it. 

(2.) The liberty which every man was born 
to, if it were sold or forfeited, should likewise 
return at the year of jubilee: You shall return 
every man to his family, v.10. Those that 
were sold into other families thereby became 
strangers to their own; but in this year of 
redemption they were to return. ‘This was 
typical of our redemption by Christ from the 
slavery of sin and Satan, and our restoration 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God. 
Some compute that the very year in which 
Christ died was a year of jubilee, and the last 
that ever was kept. But, however that be, 
we are sure it is the Son that makes us free, 
and then we are free indeed. 

Il. A law upon thisoccasion against oppres- 
sion in buying and selling of land; neither 
the buyer nor the seller must overreach, v. 
14—17. In short, the buyer must not give 
less, nor the seller take more, than the just 
value of the thing, considered as necessarily 
returning at the year of jubilee. It must be 
settled what the clear yearly value of the land 
was, and then howmany years’ purchase it was 
worth till the year of jubilee. But they must 
reckon only the years of the fruits (v. 15), 
and therefore must discount for the sabbatical 
years. It is easy to observe that the nearer 
the jubilee was the less must the value of the 
land be. According to the fewness of the years 
thou shalt diminish the price. But we do not 
find it so easy practically to infer thence 
that the nearer the world comes to its period 
the less value we should put upon the things 
of it: because the time is short, and the fashion 
of the world passeth away, let those that buy 
be as though they possessed not. One would 
put little value on an old house, that is ready 
to drop down. All bargains ought to be 
made by this rule, You shall not oppress one 
another, nor take advantage of one another’s 
ignorance or necessity, but thou shalt fear thy 
God. Note, The fear of God reigning in the 
heart would effectually restrain us from doing 
any wrong to our neighbour in word or deed ; 
for, though man be not, God is the avenger 
of those that go beyond or defraud their 
brethren, 1 Thess. iv. 6. Perhaps Nehemiah 
refers to this very law (ch. v. 15), where he 
tells us that he did not oppress those he had 
under his power, because of the fear of God. 

III. Assurance given them that they should 
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be no losers, but great gainers, by observing 
these years of rest. It is promised, 1. That 
they should be safe: You shall dwell in the 
land in safety, v. 18, and again, v. 19. The 
word signifies both outward safety and inward 
security and confidence of spirit, that they 
should be quiet both from evil and from the 
fear of evil. 2. That they should be rich: You 
shall eat your fill. Note, If we be careful to 
do our duty, we may cheerfully trust God 
with our comfort. 3. That they should not 
want food convenient that year in which they 
did neither sow nor reap: I will command 
my blessing in the sixth year, and it shall bring 
forth fruit for three years, v. 21. ‘This was, 
(1.) A standing miracle, that, whereas at other 
times one year did but serve to bring in 
another, the productions of the sixth year 
should serve to bring in the ninth. Note, 
The blessing of God upon our provision will 
make a little go a great way, and satisfy even 
the poor with bread, Ps. exxxii. 15. (2.) A 
lasting memorial of the manna which was 
given double on the sixth day for two days. 
(3.) It was intended for an encouragement 
to all God’s people, in all ages, to trust him 
in the way of duty, and to cast their care 
upon him. ‘There is nothing lost by faith 
and self-denial in our obedience. 

23 The land shall not be sold for 
ever: for the land is mine; for ye are 
strangers and sojourners with me. 24 
And in all the Jand of your possession 
ye shall grant a redemption for the 
land. 25 If thy brother be waxen 
poor, and hath sold away some of his 
possession, and if any of his kin come 
to redeem it, then shall he redeem 
that which his brother sold. 26 And 
if the man have none to redeem it, 
and himself be able to redeem it; 27 
Then let him count the years of the 
sale thereof, and restore the overplus 
unto the man to whom he sold it; 
that he may return unto his posses- 
sion. 2S But if he be not able to re- 
store if to him, then that which is 
sold shall remain in the hand of him 
that hath bought it until the year of 
jubilee: and in the jubilee it shall go 
out, and he shall return unto his pos- 
session. 29 And if a man sella dwell- 
ing house in a walled city, then he 
may redeem it within a whole year 
after itis sold; within a full year may 
he redeem it. 30 And if it be not 
redeemed within the space of a full 
year, then the house that zs in the 
walled city shall be established for 
ever to him that bought it throughout 
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his generations: it shall not go out in 
the jubilee. 31 But the houses of the 
villages which have no wall round 
about them shall be counted as the 
fields of the country: they may be re- 
deemed, and they shall go out in the 
jubilee. 32 Notwithstanding the cities 
of the Levites, and the houses of the 
cities of their possession, may the Le- 
vites redeem at any time. 33 And if 
a man purchase of the Levites, then 
the house that was sold, and the city 
of his possession, shall go out in the 
year of jubilee: for the houses of the 
cities of the Levites are their posses- 
sion among the children of Israel. 34 
But the field of the suburbs of their 
cities may not be sold; for it is their 
perpetual possession. 35 And if thy 
brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
in decay with thee; then thou shalt 
relieve him: yea, thouyh he be a 
stranger, or a sojourner; that he may 
live with thee. 36 Take thou no usury 
of him, or increase: but fear thy God; 
that thy brother may live with thee. 
37 Thou shalt not give him thy money 
upon usury, nor lend him thy victuals 
for increase. 38 I am the Lorp your 
God, which brought you forth out of 
the land of Egypt, to give you the land 
of Canaan, and to be your God. 


Here is, I. A law concerning the real 
estates of the Israelites in the land of Canaan, 
and the transferring of them. 1. No land 
should be sold for ever from the family to 
whose lot it fell in the division of the land. 
And the reason given is, The land is mine, and 
you are strangers and sojourners with me, v. 23. 
(1.) God having a particular propriety in this 
land, he would by this restraint keep them 
sensible of it. The possessions of good people, 
who, having given up themselves to God, 
have therewith given up all they have to him, 
are in a particular manner at his disposal, 
and his disposal of them must be submitted 
to. (2.) They being strangers and sojourners 
with him in that land, and having his taber- 
nacle among them, to alienate their part of 
that land would be in effect to cut themselves 
off from their fellowship and communion with 
God, of which that was a token and symbol, 
for which reason Naboth would rather incur 
the wrath of a king than part with the inhe- 
ritance of his fathers, 1 Kings xxi. 3. 2. If 
a man was constrained through poverty to 
sell his land for the subsistence of his family, 
yet, if afterwards he was able, he might 
redeem it before the year of jubilee (v. 24, 26, 
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27), and the price must be settled according 
to tlhe number of years since the sale and 
before the jubilee. 3. If the person himself 
was not able to redeem it, his next kinsman 
might (v. 25): The redeemer thereof, he that ts 
near unto him, shall come and shall redeem, so 
‘jt might be read. The kinsman is called Goel, 
the redeemer (Num. v. 8; Ruth iti. 9), to 
whom belonged the right of redeeming the 
land. And this typified Christ, who assumed 
our nature, that he might be our kiusman, 
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh, and, 
being the only kinsman we have that is able 
to do it, to him belonged the right of redemp- 
tion. As for all our other kinsmen, their 
shoe must be plucked off (Ruth iv. 6, 7); 
they cannot redeem. But Christ can and 
hath redeemed the inheritance which we by 
sin had forfeited and alienated, and made a 
new settlement of it upon all that by faith 
become allied to him. We know that this 
Redeemer liveth, Job xix. 25. And some 
make this duty of the kinsman to signify the 
brotherly love that should be among Chris- 
tians, inclining them to recover those that 
are fallen, and to restore them with the spirit 
of meekness. 4. If the land was not redeemed 
before the year of jubilee, then it should 
return of course to him that had sold or 
mortgaged it: In the jubilee it shall yo out, 
v. 28. This was a figure of the free grace of 
God towards us in Christ, by which, and not 
by any price or merit of our own, we are 
restored to the favour of God, and become 
entitled to paradise, from which our first 
parents, and we in them, were expelled for 
disobedience. 5. A difference was made 
between houses in walled cities, and lands in 
the country, or houses in country villages. 
Houses in walled cities were more the fruits 
of their own industry than land in thecountry, 
which wasthe immediate gift of God’s bounty; 
and therefore, if a man sold a house in a city, 
he might redeem it any time within a year 
after the sale, but otherwise it was confirmed 
to the purchaser for ever, and should not 
return, no, not at the year of the jubilee, v. 29, 
30. ‘This provision was made to encourage 
strangers and proselytes to come and settle 
among them. ‘Though they could not pur- 
chase land in Canaan to them and their heirs, 
yet they might purchase houses in walled 
cities, which would be most convenient for 
those who were supposed to live by trade. 
But country houses could be disposed of no 
otherwise than as lands might. 6. A clause 
is added in favour of the Levites, by way of 
exception from these rules. (1.) Dwelling 
houses in the cities of the Levites might be 
redeemed at any tine, and, if not redeemed, 
should revert in the year of jubilee (v. 32, 33), 
because the Levites had no other possessions 
than cities and their suburbs, and God would 
show that the Levites were his peculiar care; 
and it was for the interest of the public that 
they should not be impoverished, or wormed 
out of their inheritances. (2.) The fields 
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adjoining to their citics (Num. xxxv. 4, 5) 
might not be sold at any time, for they 
belonged, not to particular Levites, but to the 
city of the Levites, as a corporation, who 
could not alienate without a wrong to their 
tribe; therefore, if any of those fields were 
sold, the bargain was void, v.34. Even the 
Egyptians took care to preserve the land of 
the priests, Gen. xlvii. 22. And there is no 
less reason for the taking of the maintenance 
of the gospel ministry under the special pro- 
tection of Christian governments. 

II. A law for the relief of the poor, and 
the tender usage of poor debtors, and these 
are of more general and perpetual obligation 
than the former. 

1. The poor must be relieved, v. 35. Here 
is, (1.) Our brother’s poverty and distress 
supposed : If thy brother be waxen poor ; not 
only thy brother by nation as a Jew, but thy 
brother by nature as a man, for it follows, 
though he be a stranger or a sojourner. All 
men are to be looked upon and treated as 
brethren, for we have all one Father, Mal. ii. 
10. ‘Though he is poor, yet still he is thy 
brother, and is to be loved and owned as a 
brother. Poverty does not destroy the rela- 
tion. Though a son of Abraham, yet he may 
wax poor and fall into decay. Note, Poverty 
and decay are great grievances, and very 
common: The poor you have always with you. 
(2.) Our duty enjoined: Thou shalt relieve 
him. By sympathy, pitying the poor; by 
service, doing for them; and by supply, 
giving to them according to their necessity 
and thy ability. 

2. Poor debtors must not be oppressed: If 
thy brother be waxeu poor, and have occasion 
to borrow money of thee for the necessary 
support of his family, take thou no usury of 
him, either for money or victuals, v. 36, 37. 
And thus far this law binds still, but could 
never be thought binding where money is 
borrowed for purchase of lands, trade, or 
other improvements; for there it is reason- 
able that the lender share with the borrower 
in the profit. The law here is plainly intended 
for the relief of the poor, to whom it is some- 
times as great a charity to lend freely as to 
give. Observe the arguments here used 
against extortion. (1.) God patronises the 
poor: “ Fear thy God, who will reckon with 
thee for all injuries done to the poor: thou 
fearest not them, but fear him.” (2.) Relieve 
the poor, that they may live with thee, and 
some way or other they may be serviceable 
to thee. ‘Ihe rich can as ill spare the hands 
of the poor as the poor can the purses of the 
rich. (3.) The same argument is used to 
enforce this precept that prefaces all the ten 
commandments: J amthe Lord your Godwhich 
brought you out of Egypt, v. 38. Note, It be- 
comes those that have received mercy to show 
mercy. If God has been gracious to us, we 
ought not to be rigorous with our brethren. 


39 And if thy brother that dwelleth 
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by thee be waxen poor, and be sold 
unto thee; thou shalt not compel him 
to serve asa bondservant: 40 But as 
a hired servant, and as a sojourner, 
he shall be with thee, and shall serve 
thee unto the year of jubilee: 41 And 
then shall he depart from thee, both 
he and his children with him, and 
shall return unto his own family, and 
unto the possession of his fathers shall 
he return. 42 For they are my ser- 
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And if there remain but few years 
unto the year of jubilee, then he shall 
count with him, and according unto 
his years shall he give him again the 
price of hisredemption. 53 Andasa 
yearly hired servant shall he be with 
him: and the other shall not rule with 
rigour over himin thy sight. 54 And 
if he be not redeemed in these years, 
then heshallgo outin the year ofjubilee, 
both he, and his children with him. 


vants, which I brought forth out of|55 For unto me the children of Israel 


the land of Egypt: they shall not be 
sold as bondmen. 43 Thou shalt not 
rule over him with rigour; but shalt 
fear thy God. 44 Both thy bondmen, 
and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt 
have, shall be of the heathen that are 
round about you; of them shall ye 
buy bondmen and bondmaids. 45 
Moreover of the children of the 
strangers that do sojourn among you, 
of them shall ye buy, and of their fa- 
milies that are with you, which they 
begat in your land: and they shall be 
your possession. 46 And ye shall take 
them as an inheritance for your child- 
ren after you, to inherit them fora 
possession; they shall be your bond- 
men for ever: but over your brethren 
the children of Israel, ye shall not 
rule one over another with rigour. 
47 And if a sojourner or stranger wax 
rich by thee, and thy brother that 
dwelleth by him wax poor, and sell 
himself unto the stranger or sojourner 
by thee, or to thestock of the stranger’s 
family: 48 After that he is sold he 
may be redeemed again; one of his 
brethren may redeem him: 49 Hither 
his uncle, or his uncle’s son, may re- 
deem him, or any that is nigh of kin 
unto him of his family may redeem 
him; or if he be able, he may redeem 
himself. 50 Andhe shall reckon with 
him that bought him from the year 
that he was sold to him unto the year 
of jubilee: and the price of his sale 
shall be according unto the number 
of years, according to the time of a 
hired servant shall it be with him. 51 
If there be yet many years behind, ac- 
cording unto them he shall give again 
the price of his redemption out of the 
money that he was bought for. 
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are servants; they are my servants 
whom I brought forth out of the land 
of Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. 

We have here the laws concerning servi- 
tude, designed to preserve the honour of the 
Jewish nation as a free people, and rescued 
by a divine power out of the house of bond- 
age, into the glorious liberty of God’s sons, 
his first-born. Now the law is, 

I. That a native Israelite should never be 
made a bondman for perpetuity. If he was 
sold for debt, or for a crime, by the house of 
Judgment, he was to serve but six years, and 
to go out the seventh; this was appointed, 
Exod. xxi.2. But if he sold himself through 
extreme poverty, having nothing at all left 
him to preserve his life, and if it was to one 
of his own nation that he sold himself, in 
such a case it is here provided, 1. That he 
should not serve as a bond-servant (v. 39), 
nor be sold with the sale of a bondman (v. 42) ; 
that is, “it must not be looked upon that his 
master that bought him had as absolute a 
property in him as in a captive taken in war, 
that might be used, sold, and bequeathed, at 
pleasure, as much as a man’s cattle; no, he 
shall serve thee as a hired servant, whom the 
master has the use of only, but not a despotic 
power over.” And the reason is, They are 
my servants, v. 42. God does not make his 
servants slaves, and therefore their brethren 
must not. God had redeemed them out of 
Egypt, and therefore they must never be ex- 
posed to sale as bondmen. ‘The apostle 
applies this spiritually (1 Cor. vii. 23), You 
are bought with a price, be not the servants 
of men, that is, “of the lusts of men, no, nor 
of your own lusts;” for, having become the 
servants of God, we must not let sin reign in 
our mortal bodies, Rom. vi. 12, 22. 2. That 
while he did serve he should not be ruled 
with rigour, as the Israelites were in Egypt, 
v. 43. Both his work and his usage must 
be such as were fitting for a son of Abraham. 
Masters are still required to give to their ser- 
vants that which is just and equal, Col. iv. 1. 
They may be used, but must not be abused. 
Those masters that are always hectoring and 
domineering over their servants, taunting 
them and trampling upon them, that are 
unreasonable in exacting work and giving 
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forget that their Master is in heaven; and 
what will they do when he rises up? as holy 
Job reasons with himself, Job xxxi. 13, 14. 
3. That at the year of jubilee he should go 
out free, he and his children, and should return 
to his own family, v. 41. This typified our 
redemption from the service of sin and Satan 
by the grace of God in Christ, whose truth 
makes us free, John viii. 32. The Jewish 
writers say that, for ten days before the jubi- 
lee-trumpet sounded, the servants that were 
to be discharged hy it did express their great 
joy hy feasting, and wearing garlands on 
their heads: it is therefore called the joyful 
sound, Ps. lxxxix. 15. And we are thus to 
rejoice in the liberty we have by Christ. 

II. That they might purchase bondmen of the 
heathen nations that were round about them, 
or of those strangers that sojourned among 
them (except of those seven nations that were 
to be destroyed); and might claim a dominion 
over them, and entail them upon their families 
as an inheritance, for the year of jubilee 
should give no discharge to them, v. 44, 46. 
Thus in our English plantations the negroes 
only are used as slaves; how much to the 
credit of Christianity I shall not say. Now, 
1. This authority which they had over the 
bondmen whom they purchased from the 
neighbouring nations was in pursuance of the 
blessing of Jacob, Gen. xxvii. 29, Let people 
serve thee. 2. It prefigured the bringing in 
of the Gentiles to the service of Christ and his 
church. Ask of me, and I will give thee the 
heathen for thy inheritance, Ps. ii. 8. And it 
is promised (Isa. lxi. 5), Strangers shall stand 
and feed your flocks, and the sons of the alien 
shall be your vine-dressers ; see Rev. ii. 26, 27. 
The upright shall have the dominion in the 
morning, Ps. xlix. 14. 3. It intimates that 
none shall have the benefit of the gospel 
jubilee but those only that are Israelites 
indeed, and the children of Abraham by 
faith: as for those that continue heathenish, 
they continue bondmen. See this turned 
upon the unbelieving Jews themselves, Gal. iv. 
25, where Jerusalem, when she had rejected 
Christ, is said to be in bondage with her child- 
ren. Let me only add here that, though 
they are not forbidden to rule their bondmen 
with rigour, yet the Jewish doctors say, “ It 
is the property of mercy, and way of wisdom, 
that a man should be compassionate, and 
not make his yoke heavy upon any servant 
that he has.” 

III. That if an Israelite sold himself for a 
servant toa wealthy proselyte that sojourned 
among them care should be taken that he 
should have the same advantages as if he had 
sold himself to an Israelite, and in some 
respects greater. 1. That he should not 
serve as a bondman, but as a.hired servant, 
and not to be ruled with rigour (v. 53), in thy 
sight, which intimated that the Jewish magis- 
trates should particularly have an eye to 
him, and, if he were abused, should take 
cognizance of it, and redress his grievances, 
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though the injured servant did not himself 
complain. Also he was to go free at the 
year of jubilee, v. 54. Though the sons of 
strangers might serve them for ever, yet 
the sons of Israel might not serve strangers 
for ever; yet the servant here, having made 
himself a slave by his own act and deed, 
should not go out in the seventh year of 
release, but in the jubilee only. 2. That he 
should have this further advantage that he 
might be redeemed again before the year of 
jubilee, v. 48, 49. He that had sold himself 
to an Israelite might, if ever he was able, 
redeem himself, but his relations had no right 
to redeem him. ‘‘ But if a man sold himself 
to a stranger,” the Jews say, “his relations 
were urged to redeem him; if they did not, 
it was fit that he should be redeemed at the 
public charge,” which we find done, Neh. v. 
8. The price of his ransom was to be com- 
puted according to the prospect of the year 
of jubilee (v. 50—52), as in the redemption 
of land, v. 15,16. The learned bishop Patrick 
quotes one of the Jewish rabbin for an evan- 
gelical exposition of that appointment (v. 48), 
One of his brethren shall redeem him. “ This 
Redeemer,” says the rabbi, “is the Messiah, 
the Son of David.” They expected this Mes- 
siah to be their Redeemer out of their captivity, 
and to restore them to their own land again; 
but we welcome him as the Redeemer who 
shall come to Zion, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob, for he shall save his 
people from their sins ; and under this notion 
there were those that looked for redemption 
in Jerusalem. 
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This chapter is a solemn conclusion of the main body of the leviti- 
cal law. The precepts that follaw in this and the following book 
either relate to same particular matters or are repetitions and 
explications of the foregoing institutions. Now this chapter 
ecntains a general enforcement of all those laws by promises of 
teward in case of obedience on the one hand, and threatenings 
of punishment far disobedience on the other haud, the former 
to work upon hope, the latter on fear, thase two handles of the 
soul, by which it is taken hold of and managed. Ilere 1s, 1. A 
repetition of two or theee of the principal of the commandments, 
ver. 1, 2. il. An inviting promise of all good things, if they 
would but keep God’s commandments, ver. 3—13. III. A terrible 
threatening of ruining judgments which would he brought upon 
them if they were refractory and disobedient, ver. 14—39. IV. 
A gracious pramise of the return of mercy to those of them that 
Soule repent and reform, ver. 40, &c. Deut. xxviii. is paralle 
to this. 


YE shall make you no idols nor 
graven image, neither rear you 
up a standing image, neither shall ye 
set up any image of stone in. your 
land, to bow down unto it: for I am 
the Lorp your God. 2 Ye shall 
keep my sabbaths, and reverence my 
sanctuary: I am the Lorp. 3 If ye 
walk in my statutes, and keep my 
commandments, and do them; 4 Then 
I will give you rain in due season, and 
the land shall yield her increase, and 
the trees of the field shall yield their 
fruit. 5 And your threshing shal) 
reach unto the vintage, and the vin- 
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tage shall reach unto the sowing time: 
and ye shall eat your bread to the full, 
and dwell in your land safely. 6 And 
I will give peace in the land, and ye 
shall lie down, and none shall make 
you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts 
out of the land, neither shall the sword 
gothrough your land. 7 And ye shall 
chase your enemies, and they shall 
fall before you by the sword. 8 And 
five of you shall chase a hundred, and 
a hundred of you shall put ten thou- 
sand to flight: and your enemies 
shall fall before you by the sword. 9 
For I will have respect unto you, and 
make you fruitful, and multiply you, 
and establish my covenant with you. 
10 And ye shall eat old store, and 
bring forth the old because of the 
new. li And I will set my taber- 
nacle among you: and my soul shall 
not abhor you. 12 And I will walk 
among you, and will be your God, and 
ye shall be my people. 13 I am the 
Lorp your God, which brought you 
forth out of the land of Egypt, that 
ye should not be their bondmen; and 
I have broken the bands of your yoke, 
and made you go upright. 


Hereis, I. The inculcating of those precepts 
of the law which were of the greatest conse- 
quence, andby which especially their obedience 
would betried,v.1,2. ‘They are theabstract of 
the second and fourth commandments, which, 
as they are by much the largest in the deca- 
logue, so they are most frequently insisted on 
in other parts of the law. As, when a master 
has given many things in charge to his ser- 
vant, he concludes with the repetition of 
those things which were of the greatest im- 
portance, and which the servant was most in 
danger of neglecting, bidding him, whatever 
he did, be sure to remember those, so here 
God by Moses, after many precepts, closes all 
with a special charge to observe these two 
great commandments. 1. “Be sure you 
never worship images, nor ever make any 
sort of images or pictures for a religious 
use,” v.1. Nosin was more provoking to God 
than this, and yet there was none that they 
were more addicted to, and which afterwards 
proved of more pernicious consequence to 
them. Next to Gad’s being, unity, and uni- 
versal influence, it is necessary that we know 
and believe that he is an infinite Spirit; and 
therefore to represent him by an image in the 
making of it, to confine him to an image in 
the consecrating of it, and to worship him by 
an image in bowing down to it, changes his 
truth into a lie and his glory into shame, as 
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much as any thing. 2. “ Be sure you keep 
up a great veneration for sabbaths and re- 
ligious assemblies,” v. 2. As nothing tends 
more to corrupt religion than the use of 
images in devotion, so nothing contributes 
more to the support of it than keeping the sab- 
baths and revcrencing the sanctuary. These 
make up very much of the instrumental part 
of religion, by which the essentials of it are 
kept up. Therefore we find in the prophets 
that, next to the sin of idolatry, there is no 
sin for which the Jews are more frequently 
reproved and threatened than the profanation 
of the sabbath day. 

II. Great encouragements given them to 
live in constant obedience to all God’s com- 
mandiments, largely and strongly assuring 
them that if they did so they should be a 
happy people, and should be blessed with all 
the good things they could desire. Human 
governments enforce their laws with penalties 
to be inflicted for the breach of them; but 
God will be known as the rewarder of those 
that seck and serve him. Let us take a view 
of these great and precious promises, which, 
though they relate chiefly to the life which 
now is, and to the public national concerns 
of that people, were typical of the spiritual 
blessings entailed by the covenant of grace 
upon all believers through Christ. 1. Plenty 
and abundance of the fruits of the earth. 
They should have seasonable rain, neither too 
little nor too much, but what was requisite 
for their land, which was watered with the 
dew of heaven (Deut. xi. 10, 11), that it might 
yield its increase, v.4. The dependence which 
the fruitfulness of the earth beneath has upon 
the influences of heaven above is a sensible 
intimation to us that every good and perfect 
gift must he expected from above, from the 
Father of lights. Itis promised that the earth 
should produce its fruits in such great abund- 
ance that they would be kept in full employ- 
ment, during both the harvest and the vin- 
tage, to gather it in, v. 5. Before they had 
reaped their corn and threshed it, the vintage 
would be ready ; and, before they had finished 
their vintage, it would be high time to begin 
their sowing. Long harvests are often with 
us the consequences of bad weather, but 
with them they should be the effects of a. 
great increase. ‘This signified the abund- 
ance of grace which should be poured out in 
gospel times, when the ploughman should 
overtake the reaper (Amos ix. 13), and a great 
harvest of souls should be gathered in to 
Christ. The plenty should be so great that 
they should bring forth the old to be given 
away to the poor because of the new, to make 
room for it in their barns, which yet they 
would not pull down to build greater, as that 
rich fool (Luke xii. 18), for God gave them 
this abundance to be laid out, not be hoarded 
up from one year to another. He that with- 
holdeth corn, the people shall curse him, Prov. 
xi. 26. That promise (Mal iii. 10), I will pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
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enough to receive it, explains this, v. 10. And 
that which crowns this blessing of plenty is (v. 
5), You shall eat your bread to the full, which 
intimates that they should have, not only 
abundance, but content and satisfaction in it. 
They should have enough, and should know 
when they had enough. Thus the meek shall 
eat and be satisfied, Ps. xxii. 26. 2. Peace 
under the divine protection: ‘ You shall dwell 
in your land safely (v. 5); both really safe, and 
safe in your own apprehensions; you shall 
lie down to rest in the power and promise of 
God, and not only none shall hurt you, but 
none shall so much as make you afraid,” v. 6. 
See Ps. iv. 8. They should not be infested 
with wild beasts, these should be rid out of 
the land, or, as it is promised (Job v. 23), 
should be at peace with them. Nor should 
they be terrified with the alarms of war: 
Neither shall the sword go through your land. 
This holy security is promised to all the faith- 
ful, Ps. xci. 1, &c. Those must needs dwell 
in safety that dwell in God, Job ix. 18, 19. 
3. Victory and success in their wars abroad, 
while they had peace and tranquillity at home, 
v. 7,8. They are assured that the hand of 
God should so signally appear with them in 
their conquests that no disproportion of nuin- 
bers should make against them: Five of you 
shall have courage to attack, and strength to 
chase and defeat, « hundred, as Jonathan did 
(1 Sam. xiv. 12), experiencing the truth of his 
own maxim (v. 6), that it is all one with the 
Lord to save by many or by few. 4. The in- 
crease of their people: I will make you fruit- 
ful and multiply you, v. 9. ‘Thus the promise 
made to Abraham must be fulfilled, that his 
seed should be as the dust of the earth ; and 
much more numerous they would have been 
if they had not by their sin cut themselves 
short. It is promised to the gospel church 
that it shall be fruitful, John xv. 16. 5. The 
favour of God, which is the fountain of all 
good: I will have respect unto you, v. 9. If 
the eye of our faith be unto God, the eye of 
his favour will be unto us. More is implied 
than is expressed in that promise, My soul 
shall not abhor you (v. 11), as there is in that 
threatening, My soul shall have no pleasure 
in him, Heb. x. 38. Though there was that 
among them which might justly have alienated 
him from them, yet, if they would closely ad- 
here to his institutions, he would not abhor 
them. 6. Tokens of his presence in and by 
his ordinances: I will set my tabernacle among 
you,v. 11. It was their honour and advan- 
tage that God’s tabernacle was lately erected 
among then; but here he lets them know 
that the continuance and establishment of it 
depended upon their good behaviour. The 
tabernacle that was now set should be settled 
if they would be obedient, else not. Note, 
The way to have Ged’s ordinances fixed 
among us, as a nail in a sure place, is to 
cleave closely to the institution of them. Ít 
is added (v. 12), “ I will walk among you, with 
delight and satisfaction, as a man in his gar- 
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den ; I will keep up communion with you ag 
aman walking with hisfriend.” This seems to 
be alluded to, Rev. ii. 1, where Christ is said to 
walk inthe midst of the golden candlesticks. 7. 
The grace of the covenant, as the fountain and 
foundation, the sweetness and security, of all 
these blessings: I will establish my covenant 
with you, v. 9. Let them perform their part 
of the covenant, and God would not fail to 
perform his. All covenant-blessings are sum- 


med up in the covenant-relation (v. 12): I will 
be your God, and you shall be my people ; and 
they are all grounded upon their redemption : 
Iam your God, because [brought you forth out 
of the land of Egypt, v. 13. Having purchased 
them, he would own them, and never cast 
them off till they cast him off. He broke 
their yoke, and made them go upright, that is, 
their deliverance out of Egypt put them in a 
state both of ease and honour, that, being de- 
livered out of the hands of their enemies, 
they might serve God without fear, each 
walking in his uprightness. When Israel] re- 
jected Christ, and was therefore rejected by 
him, their back is said to be bowed down al- 
ways under the burden of their guilt, which 
was heavier than that of their bondage in 
Egypt, Rom, xi. 10. 
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14 But if ye will not hearken unto 
me, and will not do all these com- 
mandments; 15 And if ye shall 
despise my statutes, or if your soul 
abhor my judgments, so that ye will 
not do all my commandments, but 
that ye break my covenant: 16 I 
also will do this unto you; I will even 
appoint over you terror, consumption, 
and the burning ague, that shall con- 
sume the eyes, and cause sorrow of 
heart: and ye shall sow your seed in 
vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 
17 And I will set my face against 
you, and ye shall be slain before your 
enemies: they that hate you shall 
reign over you; and ye shall flee 
when none pursueth you. 18 And 
if ye will not yet for all this hearken 
unto me, then I will punish you seven 
times more for your sins. 19 And I 
will break the pride of your power; 
and I will make your heaven as iron, 
and your earth as brass: 20 And 
your strength shall be spent in vain: 
for your land shall not yield her in- 
crease, neither shall the trees of the 
land yield their fruits. 21 And if ye 
walk contrary unto me, and will not 
hearken unto me; I will bring seven 
times more plagues upon you accord- 
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ing to your sins. 22 I will also send 
wild beasts among you, which shall 
rob you of your children, and destroy 
your cattle, and make you few in num- 
ber; and your high ways shall be 
desolate. 23 And if ye will not be 
reformed by me by these things, but 
will walk contrary unto me; 24 Then 
will I also walk contrary unto you, 
and will punish you yet seven times 
forsins. 25 And I will bring a sword 
upon you, that shall avengethe quarrel 
of my covenant: and when ye are ga- 
thered together within your cities, I 
will send the pestilence among you; 
and ye shall be delivered into the 
hand of the enemy. 26 And when I 
have broken the staff of your bread, 
ten women shall bake your bread in 
one oven, and they shall deliver you 
your bread again by weight: and ye 
shall eat, and not be satisfied. 27 
And if ye will not for all this hearken 
unto me, but walk contrary unto me ; 
28 Then I will walk contrary unto 
you also in fury; and I, even I, will 
chastise you seven times for your 
sins. 29 And ye shall eat the flesh 
of your sons, and the flesh of your 
daughters shall ye eat. 30 And I will 
destroy your high places, and cutdown 
your images, and cast your carcases 
upon the careases of your idols, and 
my soul shall abhor you. 31 And I 
will make your cities waste, and bring 
your sanctuaries unto desolation, and 
I will not smell the savour of your 
sweet odours. 32 And I will bring 
the land into desolation: and your 
enemies which dwell therein shall be 
astonished atit. 33 And I will seat- 
ter you among the heathen, and will 
draw out a sword after you: and your 
land shall be desolate, and your cities 
waste. 34 Then shall the land enjoy 
her sabbaths, as long as it licth deso- 
late, and ye be in your enemies’ land ; 
even then shall the land rest, and enjoy 
her sabbaths. 35 As long as it lieth 
desolate it shall rest; because it did 
not rest in your sabbaths, when ye 
dwelt upon it. 36 And upon them 
that are left alive of you I will send a 
faintness into their hearts in the lands 
of their enemies; and the sound of a 
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shaken leaf shall chase them; and 
they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; 
and they shall fall when none pur- 
sueth. 37 And they shall fall one upon 
another, as it were before a sword, 
when none pursueth: and ye shall 
have no power to stand before your 
enemies. 38 And ye shall perish 
among the heathen, and the land of 
your enemies shall eat you up. 39 
And they that are left of you shall pine 
awayin their iniquity in your enemies’ 
lands; and also im the iniquities of 
their families shall they pine away 
with them. 

After God had set the blessing before them 
(the life and good which would make them a 
happy people if they would be obedient), he 
here sets the curse before them, the death 
and evil which would make them as miserable 
if they were disobedient. Let them not think 
themselves so deeply rooted as that God’s 
power could not ruin them, nor so highly 
favoured as that his justice would not ruin 
them if they revolted from him and rebelled 
against him; no, You only have I known, 
therefore I will punish you soonest and sorest. 
Amos iii. 2. Observe, : 

I. How their sin is described, which would 
bring all this misery upon them. Not sins 
of ignorance and infirmity; God had pro- 
vided sacrifices for those. Not the sins they 
repented of and forsook; but the sins that 
were presumptuously committed, and obsti- 
nately persisted in. Two things would cer- 
tainly bring this ruin upon them :— 

1. A contempt of God’s commandments 
(w. 14): “If you will not hearken to me 
speaking to you by the law, nor do all these 
commandments, that is, desire and endeavour 
to do them, and, wherein you miss it, make 
use of the prescribed remedies.” ‘Thus their 
sin is supposed to begin in mere carelessness, 
and neglect, and omission. ‘These are bad 
enough, but they make way for worse; for 
the people are brought in (v. 15) as, (1.) De- 
spising God’s statutes, both the duties enjoined 
and the authority enjoining them, thinking 
meanly of the law and the Law-maker. 
Note, Those are hastening apace to their 
own ruin who begin to think it below them 
to bereligious. (2.) Abhorring his judgments, 
theirvery soulsabhorringthem. Note, Those 
that begin to despise religion will come by de- 
grees to loathe it; and mean thoughts of it will 
ripen into ill thoughts of it; those that turn 
from it will turnagainst it, and their hearts will 
rise atit. (3.) Breaking his covenant. Though 
every breach of the commandment does not 
amount to a breach of the covenant (we were 
undone if it did), yet, when men have come 
to such a pitch of impiety as to despise and 
abhor the commandment, the next step will 
be to disown God, and all relation to him. 
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Those that reject the precept will come at 
last to renounce the covenant. Observe, It 
is God’s covenant which they break: he 
made it, but they break it. Note, Ifa co- 
venant be made and kept between God and 
man, God must have all the honour ; but, if 
ever it be broken, man must bear all the 
blame: on him shall this breach be. 

2. A contempt of his corrections. Even 
their disobedience would not have been their 
destruction if they had not been obstinate 
and impenitent in it, notwithstanding the 
methods God took to reclaim them. ‘Their 
contempt of God’s word would not have 
brought them to ruin, if they had not added 
to that a contempt of his rod, which should 
have brought them to repentance. ‘Three 
ways this is expressed:—(1.) “ Ifyou will not 
for all this hearken to me, v. 18, 21, 27. If 
you will not learn obedience by the things 
which you suffer, but be as deaf to the loud 
alarms of God’s judgments as you have been 
to the close reasonings of his word and the 
secret whispers of your own consciences, you 
are obstinate indeed.” (2.) If you walk con- 
trary to me, v. 21, 23, 27. All sinners walk 
contrary to God, to his truths, laws, and 
counsels ; but those especially that are in- 
corrigible under his judgments. ‘I'he design 
of the rod is to humble them, and soften 
them, and bring them to repentance; but, 
instead of this, their hearts are more hard- 
ened and exasperated against God, and in 
their distress they trespass yet more against 
him, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22. This is walking 
contrary to God. Some read it, “If you 
walk at all adventures with me, carelessly and 
presumptuously, as if you heeded not either 
what you do, whether it be right or wrong, 
or what God does with you, whether it be 
for you or against you, blundering on in 
wilful ignorance.” (3.) If you will not be 
reformed by these things. God’s design in 
punishing is to reform, by giving men sensi- 
ble convictions of the evil of sin, and obliging 
them to seek unto him for relief: this is the 
primary intention; but those that will not be 
reformed by the judgments of God must 
expect to be ruined by them. Those have a 
great deal to answer for that have been long 
and often under God’s correcting hand, and 
yet go on frowardly ina sinful way; sick and 
in pain, and yet not reformed ; crossed and 
impoverished, and yet not reformed ; broken 
with breach upon breach, yet not returning 
to the Lord, Amos iv. 6, &c. 

II. How the misery is deseribed which 
their sin would bring upon them, under two 
heads :— 

1, God himself would be against them; 
and this is the root and cause of all their 
misery. U.) I will set my face against you 
(w. 17), that is, “I will set myself against 
you, set myself to ruin you.” ‘These proud 
sinners God will resist, and face those down 
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highly dispieased at you.” (2) I will walk 
contrary to you (v. 24, 28); with the froward 
he will wrestle, Ps. xxviii. 26 [margin]. 
When God in his providence thwarts the 
designs of a people, which they thought well 
laid, crosses their purposes, breaks their 
measures, blasts their endeavours, and dis- 
appoints their expectations, then he walks 
contrary to them. Note, There is nothing 
got by striving with God Almighty, for he 
will break either the heart or the neck of 
those that contend with him, will bring them 
either to repentance or ruin. “I will walk 
at all adventures with you,” so some read; 
“all covenant loving-kindness shall be for- 
gotten, and I will leave yon to common 
providence.” Note, ‘Those that cast off God 
deserve that he should cast them off. (3.) 
As they continued obstinate, the judgments 
should increase yet more upon them. Ifthe 
first sensible tokens of God’s displeasure do 
not attain their end, to humble and reform 
them, then (v. 18), I will punish you seven 
times more, and again (v. 21), I will bring 
seven times more plagues, and (v. 24), I will 
punish you yet seven times, and (v. 28), I, even 
I, will chastise you seven times for your sins. 
Note, If less judgments do not do their work, 
God will send greater; for, when he judges, 
he will overcome. If true repentance do not 
stay process, it will go on till execution be 
taken out. Those that are obstinate ana 
incorrigible, when they have weathered one 
storm must expect another more violent; 
and, how severely soever they are punished, 
till they are in hell they must still say, 
“There is worse behind,” unless they repent. 
If the founder have hitherto melted in vain 
(Jer. vi. 29), the furnace will be heated seven 
times hotter (a proverbial expression, used 
Dan. iii. 19), and again and again seven times 
hotter; and who among us can dwell with 
such devouring fire? God does not begin 
with the sorest judgments, to show that he 
is patient, and delights not in the death of 
sinners; but, if they repent not, he will pro- 
ceed to the sorest, to show that he is righ- 
teous, and that he will not be mocked or set 
at defiance. (4.) Their misery is completed 
in that threatening : My soul shall abhor you, 
v. 30. ‘That man is as miserable as he can 
be whom God abhors; for his resentments 
are just and effective. Thus if any man draw 
back, as these are supposed to do, God’s soul 
shall have no pleasure in him (Heb. x. 38), 
and he will spue them out of his mouth, Rev. 
iii. 16. .lt is spoken of as strange, and yet 
too true, Hath thy soul loathed Zion? Jer. 
xiv. 19 

2. The whole creation would be at war 
with them All God’s sore judgments would 
be sent against them; for he hath many 
arrows in his quiver. The threatenings here 
are very particular, because really they were 
prophecies, and he that foresaw all their 


that confront his authority. Or the face is| rebellions knew they would prove so; see 


put for the anger: “I will show myself! Deut. xxxi. 16, 29. 


This long roll of threat- 
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ening shows that evil pursues sinners. 
have here, 

(1.) Temporal judgments threatened. [1.] 
Diseases of body, which should be epidemi- 
cal: I wall appoint over you, as task-masters, to 
rule you with rigour, terror, consumption, and 
the burning ague, v.16. What we translate 
terror, some think, signifies a particular 
disease, probably (says the learned bishop 
Patrick) the falling sickness, which is terror 
indeed : all chronical diseases are included in 
the consumption, and all acute diseases in 
the burning ague or fever. ‘These consume 
the eyes, and cause sorrow both to those that 
are visited with them and to their friends 
and relations. Note, All diseases are God’s 
servants; they do what he appoints them, 
and are often used as scourges wherewith he 
chastises a provoking people. The pestilence 
is threatened (v. 25) to meet them, when they 
are gathered together in their cities for fear 
of the sword. ‘The greater the concourse of 
people is, the greater desolation does the 
pestilence make; and, when it gets among 
the soldiers that should defend a place, it is 
of most fatal consequence. [2.] Famine and 
scarcity of bread, which should be brought 
upon them several ways; as, First, By plun- 
der (v. 16): Your enemies shall eat it up, and 
carry it off as the Midianites did, Judg. vi. 
5, 6. Secondly, By unseasonable weather, 
especially the want of rain (v. 19): I will 
make your heaven as iron, letting fall no rain, 
but reflecting heat, and then the earth would 
of course be as dry and hard as brass, and 
their labour in ploughing and sowing would 
be in vain (v. 20); for the increase of the 
earth depends upon God’s good providence 
more than upon man’s good husbandry. 
This should be the breaking of the staf of 
bread (v. 26), which life leans upon, and is 
supported by, on which perhaps they had 
leaned more than upon God's blessing. 
There should be so great a dearth of corn 
that, whereas every family used to fill an oven 
of their own with household bread, now ten 
families should have to fill but one oven, 
which would bring themselves and their 
children and servants to short allowance, so 
that they should eat and not be satisfied. The 
less they had the more craving should their 
appetites be. Thirdly, By the besieging of 
their cities, which would reduce them to such 
an extremity that they should eat the flesh of 
their sons and daughters, v.29. [3.] War, 
and the prevailing of their enemies over them: 
“ You shall be slain before your enemies, v. 17. 
Your choice men shall die in battle, and those 
that hate you shail reign over you, and justly, 
since you are not willing that the God that 
loved you should reign over you;” 2 Chron. 
xl. 8. Miserable is that people whose ene- 
mies are their rulers and have got dominion 
over them, or whose rulers have become their 
enemies and under-hand seek the ruin of 
their interests. Thus God would break the 
pride pares power, v. 19. God had given 
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them power over the nations ; but when they, 
instead of being thankful for that power, and 
improving it for the service of God’s kingdom, 
grew proud of it, and perverted the intentions 
of it, it was just with God to break it. Thus 
God would bring a sword upon them to avenge 
the quarrel of his covenant, v. 25. Note, God 
has a just quarrel with those that break 
covenant with him, for he will not be mocked 
by the treachery of perfidious men ; and one 
way or other he will avenge this quarrel upon 
those that play at fast and loose with him. 
[4.] Wild beasts, lions, bears, and wolves, 
which should increase upon them, and tear 
in pieces all that came in their way (v. 22), 
as we read of two bears that in an instant 
killed forty-two children, 2 Kings ii. 24. 
This is one of the four sore judgments 


‘threatened Ezek xiv. 21, which plainly refers 


to this chapter. Man was made to have do- 
minion over the creatures, and, though many 
of them are stronger than he, yet none of 
them could have hurt him, nay, all of then 
would have served him, if he had not first 
shaken off God’s dominion, and so lost his 
own; and now the creatures are in rebellion 
against him that is in rebellion against 
his Maker, and, when the Lord of those 
hosts pleases, they are the executioners of 
his wrath and the ministers of his justice. 
[5.] Captivity, or dispersion: I will scatter 
you among the heathen (v. 33), in your enemies’ 
land, v. 34. Never were any people so in- 
corporated and united among themselves as 
they were; but for thei sin God would 
scatter them, so that they should be lost 
among the heathen, from whom God had 
graciously distinguished them, but with whom 
they had wickedly mingled themselves. Yet, 
when they were scattered, divine justice had 
not done with them, but would draw out a 
sword after them, which would find them 
out, and follow them wherever they were. 
God's judgments, as they cannot be outfaced, 
so they cannot be outrun. ([6.] The utter 
ruin and desolation of their land, which 
should be so remarkable that their very ene- 
mies themselves, who had helped it forward, 
should in the review be astonished at it, v. 
32. First, Their cities should be waste, 
forsaken, uninhabited, and all the buildings 
destroyed; those that escaped the desolations 
of war should fall to decay of themselves. 
Secondly, Their sanctuaries should be a de- 
solation, that is, their synagogues where 
they met for religious worship every sabbath, 
as well as their tabernacle where they met 
thrice a year. Thirdly, ‘The country itself 
should be desolate, not tilled or husbanded 
(w. 34, 35); then the land should enjoy its 
sabbaths, because they had not religiously 
observed the sabbatical years which God 
appointed them. ‘They tilled their ground 
when God would have them let it rest; 
justly therefore were they driven ont of ìt; 
and the expression intimates that the ground 
itself was pleased and easy when it was nd 
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of the burden of such sinners, under which 
1t had groaned, Rom. viii. 20, &e. ‘The cap- 
tivity in Babylon lasted seventy years, and 
so long the land enjoyed her sabbaths, as is 
said (2 Chron. xxxvi. 21) with reference to 
this. [7.] The destruction of their idols, 
though rather a mercy than a judgment, yet, 
being a necessary piece of justice, is here 
mentioned, to show what would be the sin 
that would bringall these miseries upon them: 
I will destroy your high places, v. 30. ‘Those 
that will not be parted from their sins by the 
commands of God shall be parted from them 
by his judgments; since they would not de- 
stroy their high places, God would. And, to 
upbraid them with the unreasonable fondness 
they had shown for their idols, it is foretold 
that their carcases should be cast upon the 
carcases of their idols. Those that are wed- 
ded to their lusts will sooner or later have 
enough of them. Their idols would not be 
able to help either themselves or their wor- 
shippers; but, those that made them being 
like them, they should both perish alike, and 
fall together as blind into the ditch. 

(2.) Spiritual judgments are here threat- 
ened. ‘These should seize the mind; for he 
that made the mind can, when he pleases, 
make his sword approach to it. It is here 
threatened, [1.] That they should find no 
acceptance with God: J will not smell the 
savour of your sweet odours, v. 31. Though 
the judgments of God upon them did not 
separate them and their sins, yet they ex- 
torted incense from them ; but in vain—even 
their incense was an abomination, Isa. i. 13. 
[2.] That they should have no courage in 
their wars, but should be quite dispirited 
and disheartened. They should not only 
fear and flee (w. 17), but fear and fall, when 
none pursued, v. 36. A guilty conscience 
would be their continual terror, so that not 
only the sound of a trumpet, but the very 
sound of a leaf, should chase them. Note, 
Those that cast off the fear of God expose 
themselves to the fear of every thing else, 
Prov. xxviii. 1. Their very fears should 
dash them one against another, v. 37, 38. 
And those that had increased one another’s 
guilt would now increase one another’s fears. 
[3.] That they should have no hope of the 


forgiveness of their sins (v. 39): They shall 


pine away in their iniquity,and how should they 
then live? Ezek. xxxiii. 10. Note, It is a 
righteous thing with God to leave those to 
despair of pardon that have presumed to sin ; 
and it is owing to free grace if we are not 
abandoned to pine away in the iniquity we 
were born in and have lived in. 


40 If they shall confess their in- 
iquity, and the iniquities of their fa- 
thers, with their trespass which they 
trespassed against me, and that also 
they have walked contrary unto me; 
4) And that I also have walked con- 
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trary unto them, and have brought 
them into the land of their enemies ; 
if then their uncircumcised hearts be 
humbled, and they then accept of the 
punishment of their iniquity; 42 Then 
will I remember my covenant with 
Jacob,and alsomycovenantwith Isaac, 
and also my covenant with Abraham 
will I remember; and J will remem- 
ber the land. 43 The land also shall 
be left of them, and shall enjoy her 
sabbaths, while she lieth desolate with- 
out them: and they shall accept of 
the punishment of their iniquity : be- 
cause, even because they despised my 
judgments, and because their soul ab- 
horred my statutes. 44 And yet for 
all that, when they be in the land of 
their enemies, I will not cast them 
away, neither will I abhor them, to 
destroy them utterly, and to break 
my covenant with them: for I am the 
Lorp their God. 45 But I will for 
their sakes remember the covenant ot 
their ancestors, whom I brought forth 
out of the land of Egypt in the sight 
of the heathen, that I might be their 
God: I am the Lorp. 46 These are 
the statutes and judgments and laws, 
which the Lorp made between him 
and the children of Israel in mount 
Sinai by the hand of Moses. 

Here the chapter concludes with gracious 
promises of the return of God’s favour. to 
them upon their repentance, that they might 
not (unless it were their own fault) pine away 
in their iniquity. Behold, with wonder, the 
riches of God’s mercy to a people that had 
obstinately stood it out against the judgments 
of God, and would never think of surrender- 
ing till they were reduced to the last ex- 
tremity. Yet turn to the strong-hold, you 
prisoners of hope, Zech. ix. 12. As bad as 
things are, they may be mended. Yet there 
is hope in Israel. Observe, 

I. How the repentance which would qualify 
them for this mercy is described, v. 40, 41. 
The instances of it are three :—1. Confessior., 
by which they must give glory to God, and 
take shame to themselves. ‘There must be a 
confession of sin, their own and their fathers’, 
which they must lament the guilt of becanse 
they feel the smart of it; that thus they may 
cut off the entail of wrath. They must in 
their confession put sin under its worst 
character, as walking contrary to God; this is 
the sinfulness of sin, the worst thing in it, 
and which in our repentance we should espe- 
cially bewail. There must also be a con- 
fession of wrath; they must overlook the in- 
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struments of their trouble and the second 
causes, and confess that God has walked con- 
trary to them, and so dealt with them accord- 
ing to their sins. Such a confession as this 
we find made by Daniel just before the dawn- 
ing of the day of their deliverance (ch. ix.), 
and the like, Ezra ix. and Neh. ix. 2. Re- 
morse and godly sorrow for sin: If their un- 
circumcised heart be humbled. An impenitent, 
unbelieving, unhumbled heart, is called an 
uncircumcised heart, the heart of a Gentile 
that is a stranger to God, rather than the 
heart of an Israelite in covenant with him. 
‘True circumcision is of the heart (Rom. ii. 29), 
without which the circumcision of the flesh 
avails nothing, Jer. ix. 26. Now in re- 
pentance this uncircumcised heart was hum- 
bled, that is, it was truly broken and contrite 
for sin. Note, A humble heart under hum- 
bling providences prepares for deliverance 
and true comfort. 3. Submission to the jus- 
tice of God in all his dealings; if they then 
accept of the punishment of their iniquity 
(v. 41 and again v. 43), that is, if they justify 
God and condemn themselves, patiently bear 
the punishment as that which they have well 
deserved, and carefully answer the ends of it 
as that which God has well designed, accept 
it as a kindness, take it as physic, and im- 
prove it, then they are penitents indeed. 

II. How the mercy which they should ob- 
tain upon their repentance is described. 1. 
They should not be abandoned: Though they 
have despised my judgments, yet, for all that, 
I will not cast them away, v. 43,44. He 
speaks as a tender Father that cannot find in 
his heart to disinherit a son that has been 
very provoking. How shall Ido it? Hos. xi. 
8, 9. ‘Till he had laid the foundations of a 
church for himself in the Gentile world, the 
Jewish church was not quite forsaken, nor 
cast away. 2. They should be remembered : 
I will remember the land with favour, which 
is grounded upon the promise before, I will 
remember my covenant (v. 42), which is re- 
peated, v. 45. God is said to remember the 
covenant when he performs the promises of 
it, purely for his faithfulness’ sake; not be- 
cause there is any thing in us to recommend 
us to his favour, but because he will be as 
good as hisword. ‘This is the church’s plea. 
Ps. lxxiv. 20, Have respect unto the covenant. 
He will remember the constitution of the 
covenant, which is such as leaves room for 
repentance, and promises pardon upon re- 
pentance; and the Mediator of the covenant, 
who was promised to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and was sent, when the fulness of time 
came, in remembrance of that holy covenant. 
The word covenant is thrice repeated, to in- 
timate that God is ever mindful of it and 
would have us to be so. ‘The persons also 
with whom the covenant was made are men- 
tioned in an unusual manner, per modum 
ascensus—in the ascending line, beginning 
with Jacob, to lead them gradually to the 
most ancient promise, which was made to the 
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father of the faithful: thus (Mic. vii. 20) he 
is said to perform the éruth to Jacob, and the 
mercy to dbraham. He will for their sakes 
(w. 45), not their merit’s sake, but their bene- 
fits sake, remember the covenant of their 
ancestors, and upon that score show kindness 
to them, though most unworthy; they are 
therefore said to be, as touching the election, 
beloved for the fathers’ sake, Rom. xi. 28. 
Note, When those that have walked contrary 
to God in a way of sin return to him by sin- 
cere repentance, though he has walked con- 
trary to them in a way of judgment he will 
return to them in a way of special mercy, 
pursuant to the covenant of redemption and 
grace. None are so ready to repent as God 
is to forgive upon repentance, through Christ, 
who is given for a covenant. 

Lustly, These are said to be the laws which 
the Lord mude between him and the children 
of Israel, v. 46. His communion with his 
church is kept up by his law. He manifests 
not only his dominion over them, but his fa- 
vour to them, by giving them his law; and 
they manifest not only their holy fear, but 
their holy love, by the observance of it; and 
thus it is made between them, rather as a 
covenant than a law; for he draws with the 


cords of a man. 
CHAP. XXVII. 


The last verse of the foregning chapter seemed to close up the sta- 
tute-book ; yet this chapter is added as an appendix. Having 
given laws concerning instituted services, here he diyects con- 
cerning vows aod volantary services, the free-will offerings of 
their mouth. Perhaps some devout serious people among them 
might be so affected with what Moses had delivered ta them in 
the foregoing chapter as in a pang of zeal to consecrate theme 
selves, or their children, or estates to him: this, because 
honestly meant, God would accept; but, because men are apt 
to repent uf such vows, he ledves ruom for the redemption of 
what had heen so consecrated, at a certain rate. Here is, I. 
The law concerning what was sanctified to Gad, persons (ver. 
2—8), cattle, clean or unclean (ver. 9—13), houses and lands 
(ver. 14—25), with an exception of firstlings, ver, 26, 27. 11. 
Concerning what was devoted, ver. 28, 29. Nl. Cuncerning 
tithes, ver. 30, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 

ren of Israel, and say unto them, When 
a man shall make a singular vow, the 
persons shall be for the Lorn by thy 
estimation. 3 And thy estimation 
shall be of the male from twenty years 
old even unto sixty years old, even 
thy estimation shall be fifty shekels of 
silver, after the shekels of the sanc- 
tuary. 4 And if it be a female, then 
thy estimation shall be thirty shekels. 
5 And if ié be from five years old even 
unto twenty years old, then thy esti- 
mation shall be of the male twenty 
shekels, and forthe female ten shekels. 
6 And if z¢ be froma month old even 
unto five years old, then thy estima- 
tion shall be of the male five shekeis 
of silver, and for the female thy esti- 
mation shall be three shekels of silver. 
7 And if it be from sixty years old 
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and above; if if be a male, then thy 
estimation shall be fifteen shekels, and 
for the female ten shekels. 8 But if 
he be poorer than thy estimation, then 
he shall present himself before the 
priest, and the priest shall value him ; 
according to his ability that vowed 
shall the priest value him. 9 And if 
it be a beast, whereof men bring an 
offering unto the Lorp, all that any 
man giveth of such unto the Lorp 
shall be holy. 10 He shall not alter 
it, nor change it, a good for a bad, or 
a bad for a good: and if he shall at 
all change beast for beast, then it and 
the exchange thereof shall be holy. 
Il And if dé be any unclean beast, of 
which they do not offer a sacrifice unto 
the Lorp, then he shall present the 
beast before the priest: 12 And the 
priest shall value it, whether it be 
good or bad: as thou valuest it, who 
art the priest, so shall it be. 13 But 
if he will at all redeem it, then he 
shall add a fifth part thereof unto thy 
estimation. 


This is part of the law concerning singular 
vows, extraordinary ones, which though God 
did not expressly insist on, yet, if they were 
consistent with and conformable to the gene- 
ral precepts, he would be well pleased with. 
Note, We should not only ask, What must 
we do, but, What may we do, for the glory 
and honour of God? As the liberal devises 
liberal things (Isa. xxxii. 8), so the pious de- 
vises pious things, and the enlarged heart 
would willingly do something extraordinary 
in the service of so good a Master as God is. 
When we receive or expect some singular 
mercy it is good to honour God with some 
singular vow. 

I. The case is here put of persons vowed 
to God by a singular vow, v. 2. If a man 
consecrated himself, or a child, to the service 
of the tabernacle, to be employed there in 
some inferior office, as sweeping the floor, 
carrying out ashes, running of errands, or 
the like, the person so consecrated shail be 
for the Lord, that is, “God will graciously 
accept the good-will.” Thou didst well that 
it was in thy heart, 2 Chron. vi. 8. But 
forasmuch as he had no occasion to use their 
service about the tabernacle, a whole tribe 
being appropriated to the use of it, those that 
were thus vowed were to be redeemed, and 
the money paid for their redemption was em- 
ployed for the repair of the sanctuary, or 
other uses of it, as appears by 2 Kings xii. 14, 
where it is called, in the margin, the money 
of the souls of his estimation. A book of rates 
is accoraingly provided, by which the priests 
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were to go in their estimation. Here is, 1, 
The rate of the middle-aged, between twenty 
and threescore, these were valued highest, 
because most serviceable; a male fifty shekels, 
and a female thirty, v. 3, 4. The females 
were then less esteemed, but not so in Christ; 
for in Christ Jesus there is neither male nor 
female, Gal. iii. 28. Note, Those that are in 
the prime of their time must look upon them- 
selves as obliged to do more in the service of 
God and their generation than can be ex- 
pected either from minors, that have not yet 
arrived to their usefulness, or from the aged, 
that have survived it. 2. The rate of the 
youth between five years old and twenty was 
less, because they were then less capable of 
doing service, v. 5. 3. Infants under five 
years old were capable of being vowed to 
God by their parents, even before they were 
born, as Samuel was, but not to be presented 
and redeemed till a month old, that, as one 
sabbath passed over them before they were 
circumcised, so one new moon might pass 
over them before they were estimated; and 
their valuation was but small, v. 6. Samuel, 
who was thus vowed to God, was not re- 
deemed, because he was a Levite, and a par- 
ticular favourite, and therefore was employed 
in his childhood in the service of the taber- 
nacle. 4.'The aged are valued less than youth, 
but more than children, v. 7. And the He- 
brews observe that the rate of an aged woman 
is two parts of three to that of an aged man, 
so that in that age the female came nearest to 
the value of the male, which occasioned (as 
bishop Patrick quotes it here) this saying 
among them, That an old woman in a house 
is a treasure in a house. Paul sets a great 
value upon the aged women, when he makes 
them teachers of good things, Tit. ii. 3. 5. 
The poor shall be valued according to their 
ability, v.8. Something they must pay, that 
they might learn not to be rash in vowing to 
God, for he hath no pleasure in fools, Kecl. 
v.4. Yet not more than their ability, but 
secundum tenementum—according to their pos- 
sessions, that they might not ruin themselves 
and their families by thcir zeal. Note, God 
expects and requires from men according to 
what they have, and not according to what 
they have not, Luke xxi. 4. 

II. The case is put of beasts vowed to God, 
1. If it was a clean beast, such as was offered 
in sacrifice, it must not be redeemed, nor any 
equivalent given for it: It shall be holy, 
v. 9, 10. After it was vowed, it was not to 
be put to any common use, nor changed 
upon second thoughts; but it must be either 
offered upon the altar, or, if through any 
blemish it was not meet to be offered, he that 
vowed it should not take advantage of that, 
but the priests should have it for their own 
use (for they were God’s receivers), or it 
should be sold for the service of the sanc- 
tuary. This teaches caution in making vows 
and constancy in keeping them when they 
are made; for téis a snare to a man to devour 
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that which is holy, and after vows to make 
enquiry, Prov. xx.25. And to this that rule 
cf charity seems to allude (2 Cor. ix. 7), Every 
man, according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give. 2. If it was an unclean beast, 
it should go to the use of the priest at such 
a value; but he that vowed it, upon paying 
that value in money, and adding a fifth part 
more to it, might redeem it if he pleased, 
v. 11—13. It was fit that men should smart 
for their inconstancy. God has let us know 
his mind concerning his service, and he is 
not pleased if we do not know our own. 
God expects that those that deal with him 
should be at a point, and say what they will 
stand to. 


14 And when a man shall sanctify 
his house to be holy unto the Lorp, 
then the priest shall estimate it, whe- 
ther it be good or bad: as the priest 
shall estimate it, so shall it stand. 15 
And if he that sanctified it will re- 
deem his house, then he shall add the 
fifth paré of the money of thy esti- 
mation unto it, and it shall be his. 
16 And if a man shall sanctify unto 
the Lorp some part of a field of his 
possession, then thy estimation shall 
be according to the seed thereof: a 
homer of barley seed shall be valued 
at fifty shekels of silver. 17 If he 
sanctify his field from the year of ju- 
bilee, according to thy estimation it 
shall stand. 18 But if he sanctify 
his field after the jubilee, then the 
priest shall reckon unto him the money 
according to the years that remain, 
even unto the year of the jubilee, and 
it shall be abated from thy estimation. 
19 And if he that sanctified the field 
will in any wise redeem it, then he 
shall add the fifth part of the money 
of thy estimation unto it, and it shall 
be assured to him. 20 And if he will 
not redeem the field, or if he have 
sold the field to another man, it shall 
not be redeemed any more. 21 But 
the field, when it goeth out in the ju- 
bilee, shall be holy unto the Lor», as 
a field devoted; the possession thereof 
shall be the priest’s. 22 And if a 
man sanctify unto the Lorp a field 
which he hath bought, which zs not of 
the fields of his possession ; 26 Then 
the priest shall reckon unto him the 
worth of thy estimation, even unto the 
year of the jubilee: and he shall give 
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thine estimation in that day, asa holy 
thing unto the Lorn. 24 In the 
year of the jubilee the field shall re- 
turn unto him of whom it was bought, 
even to him to whom the possession 
of the land did belong. 25 And all 
thy estimations shall be according to 
the shekel of the sanctuary : twenty 
gerahs shall he the shekel. 


Here is the law concerning real estates 
dedicated to the service of God by a singular 
vow. 

I. Suppose a man, in his zeal for the honour 
of God, should sanctify his house to God (v. 
14), the house must be valued by the priest, 
and the money got by the sale of it was to 
be converted to the use of the sanctuary, 
which by degrees came to be greatly enriched 
with dedicated things, 1 Kings xv.15 But, 
if the owner be inclined to redeem it himself, 
he must not have it so cheap as another, but . 
must add a fifth part to the price, for he 
should have considered before he had vowed 
it, v. 15. To him that was necessitous God 
would abate the estimation (v. 8); but to 
him that was fickle and humoursome, and 
whose second thoughts inclined more to the 
world and his secular interest than his first, 
God would rise in the price. Blessed be God, 
there is a way of sanctifying our houses 
to be holy unto the Lord, without either 
selling them or buying them. If we and our 
houses serve the Lord, if religion rule in 
them, and we put away iniquity far from 
them, and have a church in our house, holi- 
ness to the Lord is written upon it, it is his, 
and he will dwell with us in it. 

If. Suppose a man should sanctify some 
part of his land to the Lord, giving it to pions 
uses, then a difference must be made between 
land that came to the donor by descent and 
that which came by purchase, and accordingly 
the case altered. 

1. If it was the inheritance of his fathers, 
here called the field of his possession, which 
pertained to his family from the first division 
of Canaan, he might not give it all, no, not 
to the sanctuary; God would not admit such 
a degree of zeal as ruined a man’s family, 
But he might sanctify or dedicate only some 
part of it, v. 16. And in that case, (1.) The 
land was to be valued (as our countrymen 
commonly compute land) by so many mea- 
sures’ sowing of barley. So much land as 
would take a homer, or chomer, of barley, 
which contained ten ephahs, Ezek. xlv. 11 
(not, as some have here mistaken it, an omer, 
which was but a tenth part of an ephah, 
Exod. xvi. 36), was valued at fifty shekels, a 
moderate price (v. 16), and that if it were 
sanctified immediately from the year of jubilee, 
v. 17. But, if some years after, there was to 
be a discount accordingly, even of that price, 
v. 18. And, (2.) When the value was fixed, 
the donor might, if he pleased, redeem ıt for 
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sixty shekels the homer’s sowing, which was 
with the addition of a fifth part : the money 
then went to the sanctuary, and the land 
reverted to him that had sanctified it, v. 19. 
But if he would not redeem it, and the priest 
sold it to another, then at the year of jubilee, 
beyond which the sale could not go, the land 
came to the priests, and was theirs for ever, 
v. 20,21. Note, What is given to the Lord 
ought not to be given with a power of revo- 
cation; what is devoted to the Lord must be 
his for ever, by a perpetual covenant. 

2. If the land was his own purchase, and 
came not to him from his ancestors, then not 
the land itself, but the value of it was to be 
given to the priests for pious uses, v. 22, 24. 
It was supposed that those who, by the bless- 
ing of God, had grown so rich as to become 
purchasers would think themselves obliged 
in gratitude to sanctify some part of their 
purchase, at least (and here they are not 
limited, but they might, if they pleased, sanc- 
tify the whole), to the service of God. For 
we ought to give as God prospers us, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 2. Purchasers are in a special manner 
bound to be charitable. Now, forasmuch as 
purchased lands were by a former law to 
return at the year of jubilee to the family from 
which they were purchased, God would not 
have that law and the intentions of it defeated 
by making the lands corban, a gift, Mark vii. 
11. But it was to be computed how much 
the land was worth for so many years as were 
from the vow to the jubilee; for only so long 
it was his own, and God hates robbery for 
burnt-offerings. We can never acceptably 
serve God with that of which we have wronged 
our neighbour. And so much money he was 
to give for the present, and keep the land in 
his own hands till the year of jubilee, when 
it was to return free of all encumbrances, 
even that of its being dedicated to him of 
whom it was bought. The value of the shekel 
by which all these estimations were to be 
made is here ascertained (v. 25); it shall be 
twenty gerahs, and every gerah was sixteen 
barley-corns. ‘This was fixed before (Exod. 
xxx. 13); and, whereas there had been some 
alterations, it is again fixed in the laws of 
Ezekiel’s visionary temple (Ezek. xlv. 12), to 
denote that the gospel should reduce things 
to their ancient standard. 


26 Only the firstling of the beasts, 
which should be the Lorn’s firstling, 
no man shall sanctify it; whether ¿t 
be ox, or sheep: it zs the Lorn’s. 27 
And if it be of an unclean beast, then 
he shall redeem i¢ according to thine 
estimation, and shall add a fifth part 
of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, 
then it shall be sold according to thy 
estimation. 28 Notwithstanding no 
devoted thing, that a man shall devote 
unto the Lorp of all that he hath, 
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both of man and beast, and of the field 
of his possession, shall be sold or re- 
deemed: every devoted thing is most 
holy unto the Lorp. 29 None de- 
voted, which shall be devoted of men, 
shall be redeemed; bué shall surely 
be put to death. 30 And all the 
tithe of the land, whether of the seed 
of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, 
is the Lorp’s: it is holy unto the 
Lorp. 31 And ifa man will at all 
redeem aught of his tithes, he shall 
add thereto the fifth part thereof. 32 
And concerning the tithe of the herd, 
or of the flock, even of whatsoever 
passeth under the rod, the tenth shall 
be holy unto the Lorp. 33 He shall 
not search whether it be good or bad, 
neither shall he change it: and if he 
change it at all, then both it and the 
change thereof shall be holy; it shall 
not be redeemed. 34 These are the 
commandments, which the Lorp com- 
manded Moses for the children of Is- 
rael in mount Sinai. 


Here is, I. A caution given that no man 
should make such a jest of sanctifying things 
to the Lord as to sanctify any firstling to 
him, for that was his already by the law, 
v. 26. ‘Though the matter of a general vow 
be that which we were before obliged to, as 
of our sacramental covenant, yet a singular 
vow should be of that which we were not, in 
such circumstances and proportions, antece- 
dently bound to. The law concerning the 
firstlings of unclean beasts (v. 27) is the same 
with that before, v. 11, 12. 

IJ. Things or persons devoted are here 
distinguished from things or persons that 
were only sanctified. 1. Devoted things 
were most holy to the Lord, and could neither 
revert nor be alienated, v. 28. They were of 
the same nature with those sacrifices which 
were called most holy, which none might 
touch but only the priests themselves. ‘The 
difference between these and other sanctified 
things arose from the different expression of 
the vow. If aman dedicated any thing to 
God, binding himself with a solemn curse 
never to alienate it to any other purpose, 
then it was a thing devoted. 2. Devoted 
persons were to be put to death, v. 29. Not 
that it was in the power of any parent or 
master thus to devote a child or a servant to 
death; but it must be meant of the pubhe 
enemies of Israel, who, either by the appoint- 
ment of God or by the sentence of the con- 
gregation, were devoted, as the seven nations 
with which they must make no league. The 
city of Jericho in particular was thus devoted, 
Josh. vi. 17. The inhabitants of Jabesh- 
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Gilead were put to death for violating the; Lord commanded Moses, for the children of 


curse pronounced upon those who came not 
up to Mizpeh, Judg. xxi. 9, 10. Some think 
it was for want of being rightly informed of 
the true intent and meaning of this law that 
Jephthasacrificed his daughteras one devoted, 
who might not be redeemed. 

IIE. A law concerning tithes, which were 
paid for the service of God before the law, as 
appears by Abraham’s payment of them 
(Gen. xiv. 20), and Jacob’s promise of them, 
Gen. xxviii. 22. It is here appointed, 1. 
That they should pay tithe of all their increase, 
their corn, trees, and cattle, v. 30, 32. What- 
soever productions they had the benefit of 
God must be honoured with the tithe of, if it 
were titheable. Thus they acknowledgedGod 
to be the owner of their land, the giver of its 
fruits, and themselves to be his tenants, and 
dependents upon him. Thus they gave him 
thanks for the plenty they enjoyed, and sup- 
plicated his favour in the continuance of it. 
And we are taught in general to honour the 
Lord with our substance (Prov. ili. 9), and in 
particular to support and maintain his minis- 
ters, and to be ready to communicate to them, 
Gal. vi. 6; 1 Cor. ix. 11. And how this 
may be done in a fitter and more equal pro- 
portion than that of the tenth, which God 
himself appointed of old, I cannot see. 2. 
That which was once marked for tithe should 
not be altered, no, not for a better (v. 33), for 
Providence directed the rod that marked it. 
God would accept it though it were not the 
best, and they must not grudge it though 
it were, for it was what passed under the 
rod. 3. That it should not be redeemed, 
unless the owner would give a fifth part 
more for its ransom, v. 31. If men had the 
curiosity to prefer what was marked for tithe 
before any other part of their increase, it was 
fit that they should pay for their curiosity. 

IV. The last verse seems to have reference 
to this whole book, of which it is the conclu- 


sion: These are the commandments which the 


Israel. Many of these commandments are 
moral, and of perpetual obligation; others 
of them, which were ceremonial and peculiar 
to the Jewish economy, have notwithstanding 
a spiritual significancy, and are instructive 
ito us who are furnished with a key to let us 
into the mysteries contained in them; for 
unto us, by those institutions, is the gospel 
preached as well as unto them, Heb. iv. 2. 
Upon the whole matter, we may see cause to 
bless God that we have not come to mount 
Sinai, Heb. xii. 18. 1. That we are not 
under the dark shadows of the law, but enjoy 
the clear light of the gospel, which shows us 
Christ the eud of the law for righteousness, 
Rom. x.4. The doctrine of our reconciliation 
to God by a Mediator is not clouded with the 
smoke of burning sacrifices, but cleared by 
the knowledge of Christ and him crucified. 
2. That we are not under the heavy yoke of 
the law, and the carnal ordinances of it (as 
the apostle calls them, Heb. ix. 10), imposed 
till the time of reformation, a yoke which 
neither they nor their fathers were able to bear 
(Acts xv. 10), but under the sweet and easy 
institutions of the gospel, which pronounces 
those the true worshippers that worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, by Christ only, 
and in his name, who is our priest, temple, 
altar, sacrifice, purification, and all. Let us 
not therefore think that because we are not 
tied to the ceremonial cleansings, feasts, and 
oblations, a little care, time, and expense, 
will serve to honour God with. No, but 
rather have our hearts more enlarged with 
free-will offerings to his praise, more inflamed 
with holy love and joy, and more engaged in 
seriousness of thought and sincerity of inten- 
tion. Having boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, let us draw near with a 
true heart, aud in full assurance of faith, 
worshipping God with so much the more 
cheerfulness and humble confidence, stil] 
saying, Blessed be God for Jesus Christ ! 


AN 


EXPOSITION, 
WITH PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS, 


OF THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


NUMBERS. 


THE titles of the five books of Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek 
translation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament that we know of. 
But the title of this book only we turn into English ; in all the rest we retain the Greek word 


itself, for which difference I 
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know no reason but that the Latin translators have generally 
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done the same. Otherwise this book might as well have been called 47i/hmoi, the Greek title, 
es the first Genesis, and the second Hxodus: or these might as well have been translated, and 
called, the first the Generation, or Original, the second the Out-let, or Escape, as this Numbers.— 
This book was thus entitled because of the numbers of the children of Israel, so often men- 
tioned in this book, and so well worthy to give a title to it, because it was the remarkable 
accomplishment of God’s promise to Abraham that his seed should be as the stars of heaven 
for multitude. It also relates to two numberings of them, one at mount Sinai (ch. i.), the 
other in the plains of Moab, thirty-nine years after, ch. xxvi. And not three men the same in 
the last account that were in the first. The book is almost equally divided between histories 
and laws, intermixed. 

We have here, I. The histories of the numbering and marshalling of the tribes (ch. i—iv.), the 
dedication of the altar and Levites (ch. vii. viii.), their march (cA. ix. x.), their murmuring and 
unbelief, for which they were sentenced to wander forty years in the wilderness (ch. xi—xiv.), 
the rebellion of Korah (ch. xvi. xvii.), the history of the last year of the forty (ch. xx—xxvi.), 
the conquest of Midian, and the settlement of the two tribes (ch. xxxi. xxxii.), with an account 
of their journeys, ch. xxxiii. II. Divers laws about the Nazarites, &c. (ch. v. vi.) ; and again 
about the priests’ charge, &c. (ch. xviii. xix.), feasts (ch. xxviii. xxix.), and vows (ch. xxx.), and 
relating to their settlement in Canaan, cA. xxvii. xxxiv. xxxv. xxxvi, An abstract of much of 
this book we have in a few words in Ps. xcv. 10, Forty years long wus I grieved with this gene- 
ration ; and an application of it to ourselves in Heb. iv. 1, Let us fear lest we seem to come 
short. Many considerable nations there were now in being, that dwelt in cities and fortified 
towns, of which no notice is taken, no account kept, by the sacred history: but very exact 
records are kept of the affairs of a handful of people, that dwelt in tents, and wandered strangely 


in a wilderness, because they were the children of the covenant. 


people, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 


For the Lord's portion is his 


CHAP. I. 


Israel was now to he formed into a commanwealth, or rather a 
kingdom ; for ‘the Lord was their King” (1 Sam. xii. 12), their 
government a theocracy, and Moses under him was king in 
Jeshurun, Deut. xxxiii. 5. Now, for the right settlement of this 
holy state, next to the institution of good laws was necessary the 
institution of good order; an account therefore must be taken of 
the subjects of this kingdom, which is done ir this chapter, 
where we have, I. Orders given to Moses to number the people, 
ver. 1—4. ll. Persons nominated to assist him herem, ver. 
5—16. Il. The particular number of each tribe, as it was given 
in to Mases, ver. 17—43. IV. The sum total of all cogether, 
ver. 44-46. V. An exception of the Levites, ver. 47, &c. 

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, on the 
first day of the second month, in the 
second year after they were come out 
of the land of Egypt, saying, 2 Take 
ye the sum of all the congregation of 
the children of Israel, after their fa- 
milies, by the house of their fathers, 
with the number of their names, every 
male by their polls; 3 From twenty 
years old and upward, all that are 
able to go forth to war in Israel: thou 
and Aaron shall number them by 
their armies. 4 And with you there 
shall be a man of every tribe; every 
one head of the house of his fathers. 

5 And these are the names of the 

men that shall stand with you: of the 

tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of 

Shedeur. 6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel 

the son of Zurishaddai. 7 Of Judah; 

Nahshonthe sonof Amminadab. 8 Of 

Issachar ; Nethaneel the son of Zuar. 

9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of He- 


ion. 10 Of the children of Joseph: 


of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Am- 
mihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the 
son of Pedahzur. 11 Of Benjamin ; 
Abidan the son of Gideoni. 12 Of 
Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 
13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran, 
14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 
15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of 
Enan. 16 These were the renowned 
of the congregation, princes of the 
tribes of their fathers, heads of thou- 
sands in Israel. 


I. We have here a commission issued out 
for the numbering of the people of Israel; and 
David, long after, paid dearly for doing it 
without a commission. Here is, 

1. The date of thiscommission, v. 1. (1.) The 
place : it is given at God’s court in the wilder- 
ness of Sinai, from his royal palace, the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. (2.) The time: Jn 
the second year after they came up out of 
Egypt; we may call it the second year of that 
reign. The laws in Leviticus were given in 
the first month of that year; these orders were 
given in the beginning of the second month. 

2. The directions given for the execution 
of it,v.2,3. (1.) None were to be numbered 
but the males, and those only such as were 
fit for war. None under twenty years old; 
for, though some such might have bulk and 
strength enough for military service, yet, in 
compassion to their tender years, God would 
not have them put upon it to bear arms. (2.) 
Nor were any to be numbered who through 
age, or bodily infirmity, blindness, lameness 
or chronical diseases, were unfit for war. ‘The 
church being militant, those only are reputed 
the true members of it that have enlisted 
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themselves soldiers of Jesus Christ; for our 
life, our Christian life, is a warfare. (3.) The 
account was to be taken according to their 
families, that it might not only be known how 
many they were,and what were their names,but 
of what tribe and family, or clan, nay, of what 
particular house every person was; or, reck- 
oning it the muster of an ariny, to what regi- 
ment every man belonged, that he might 
know his place himself and the government 
might know where to find him. ‘They were 
numbered a little before this, when their poll- 
money was paid for the service of the taber- 
nacle, Exod. xxxvii. 25, 26. But it should 
seem they were not then registered by the 
house of their fathers, as now they were. 
Their number was the same then that it was 
now: 603,550 men; for as many as had died 
since then, and were lost in the account, so 
many had arrived to be twenty years old, and 
were added to the account. Note, As one 
generation passeth away another generation 
cometh. As vacancies are daily made, so re- 
cruits are daily raised to fill up the vacancies, 
and Providence takes care that, one time or 
other, in one place or other, the births shall 
balance the burials, that the race of mankind 
and the holy seed may not be cut off and 
become extinct. 

3. Commissioners are named for the doing 
of this work. Moses and Aaron were to 
preside (v. 3), and one man of every tribe, 
that was renowned in his tribe, and was pre- 
sumed to know it well, was to assist in it— 
the princes of the tribes, v. 16. Note, Those 
that are honourable should study to be ser- 
viceable; he that is great, let him be your 
minister, and show, by his knowing the public, 
that he deserves to be publicly known. The 
charge of this muster was committed to him 
who was the lord-lieutenant of thattribe. Now, 

lI. Why was this account ordered to be 
taken and kept? For several reasons. 1. To 
prove the accomplishment of the promise 
made to Abraham, that God would mudtiply 
his seed exceedingly, which promise was 
renewed to Jacob (Gen. xxviii. 14), that his 
seed should be as the dust of the earth. Now 
it appears that there did not fail one tittle of 
that good promise, which was an encourage. 
ment to them to hope that the other promise 
of the land of Canaan for an inheritance 
should also be fulfilled ın its season. When 
the number of a body of men is only guessed 
at, upon the view, it is easy for one that is 
disposed to cavil to surmise that the conjec- 
ture is mistaken, and that, if they were to be 
counted, they would not be found half so 
many; therefore God would have Israel num- 
bered, that it might be upon record how 
vastly they were increased in a little time, 
that the power of God’s providence and the 
truth of his promise may be seen and acknow- 
ledged by all. It could not have been ex- 
pected, in any ordinary course of nature, that 


seventy-five souls (which was the number of | 
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Egypt) should ın 215 years (and it was nc 
longer) multiply into so many hundred thou- 
sands. It is therefore to be attributed to an 
extraordinary virtue in the divine promise and 
blessing. 2. It was to intimate the par- 
ticular care which God himself would take of 
his Israel, and which Moses and the inferior 
rulers were expected to take of them. God 
is called the Shepherd of Israel, Ps. lxxx. 
1. Now the shepherds always kept count 
of their flocks, and delivered them by num- 
ber to their under-shepherds, that they might 
know if any were missing; in like manner 
God numbers his flock, that of all which he 
took into his fold he might lose none but 
upona valuable consideration, even those that 
were sacrificed to his justice. 3. It was to 
put a difference between the true. born Israel- 
ites and the mixed multitude that were among 
them; none were numbered but Israelites: 
all the world is but lumber in comparison 
with those jewels. Little account is made of 
others, but the saints God has a particular 
property inand concern for. The Lord knows 
those that are his (2 Tim. ii. 19), knows them 
by name, Phil. iv. 3. The hairs of their head 
are numbered; but he will say to others, “I 
never knew you, never made any account of 
you.” 4. It was in order to their being mar- 
shalled into several districts, for the more 
easy administration of justice, and their more 
regular march through the wilderness. It is 
a rout and a rabble, not an army, that is not 
mustered and put in order. 

17 And Moses and Aaron took these 
men which are expressed by their 
names: 18 And they assembled all 
the congregation together on the first 
day of the second month, and they 
declared their pedigrees after their fa- 
mihes, by the house of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, by 
their polls. 19 As the Lorp com- 
manded Moses, so he numbered them 
in the wilderness of Sinai. 20 And 
the children of Reuben, Israel’s eldest 
son, by their generations, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, 
according tu the number of the names, 
by their polls, every male from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were 


able to go forth to war; 21 Those 
that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Reuben, were forty and 
six thousand and five hundred. 22 
Of the children of Simeon, by their 
generations, after their families. by 
the house of their fathers, those that 


were numbered of them, according to 


Jacob’s family when he went down into, the number of the names, by their 
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polls, every male from twenty years 
old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; 23 Those that were 
numbered of them, even of the tribe 
of Simeon, were fifty and nine thou- 
sand and three hundred. 24 Of the 
children of Gad, by their generations, 
after their families, by the house of 
their fathers, acvording to the number 
of the names, from twenty years old 
and upward, all that were able to go 
forth to war; 25 Those that were 
numbered of them, even of the tribe 
of Gad, were forty and five thousand 
six hundred and fifty. 26 Of the 
children of Judah, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the house 
of their fathers, according to the num- 
ber of the names, from twenty years 
old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; 27 Those that were 
numbered of them, even of the tribe of 
Judah, were threescore and fourteen 
thousand and six hundred. 28 Of 
the children of Issachar, by their gene- 
rations, after their families, by the 
house of their fathers, according to the 
number of the names, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were 
able to go forth to war; 29 Those 
that were numbered of them, even ot 
the tribe of Issachar, were fifty and 
four thousand and four hundred. 30 
Of the children of Zebulun, by their 
generations, after their families, by 
the house of their fathers, according 
to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that 
were able to go forth to war; 31 
Those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Zebulun, were 
fifty and seven thousand and four 
hundred. 32 Of the children of Jo- 
seph, namely, of the children of 
Ephraim, by their generations, after 
their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; 33 Those that were num- 


bered of them, even of the tribe of| 


Ephraim, were forty thousand and five 
hundred. 34 Of the children of Ma- 
nasseh, by their generations, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, 
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according to the numberof the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war; 35 
Those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Manassch, were 
thirty and two thousand and two hun- 
dred. 36 Of the children of Benjamin, 
by their generations, after their fa- 
milies, by the house of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war; 37 
Those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Benjamin, were 
thirty and five thousand and four 
hundred. 38 Of the children of Dan, 
by their generations, after their fa- 
milies, by the house of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, all 
that were able to go forth to war; 
39 Those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Dan, were three- 
score and two thousand and seven 
hundred. 40 Of the children of Asher, 
by their generations, after their fa- 
milies, by the house of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, 
from twenty years old and upward, 
all that were able to go forth to war; 
41 Those that were numbered of them, 
even of the tribe of Asher, were forty 
and one thousand and five hundred. 
42 Of the children of Naphtali, 
throughout their generations, after 
their families, by the house of their 
fathers, according to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; 43 Those that were num- 
bered of them, even of the tribe of 
Naphtali, were fifty and three thou- 
sand and four hundred. 


We have here the speedy execution of the 
orders given for the numbering of the people. 
It was begun the same day that the orders were 
given, The first day of the second month ; com- 
pare v. 18 withv.1. Note, When any work is 
to be done for God it is good to set about it 
quickly, while the sense of duty is strong and 
pressing. And, for aught that appears, it 
was but one day’s work, for many other 
things were done between this and the twen- 
tieth day of this month, when they removed 
their camp, ch. x. 11. Joab was almost ten 
months numbering the people in David's 
time (2 Sam. xxiv. 8); but then they were dis- 
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persed, now they lived closely together; 
then Satan proposed the doing of it, now 
God commanded it. It was the sooner and 
more easily done now because it had been 
done but a little while ago, and they needed 
but review the old books, with the alterations 
since made, which probably they had kept 
an account of as they occurred. 

In the particulars here left upon record, 
we may observe, 1. That the numbers are 
registered in words at length (as I may say), 
and not in figures ; to every one of the twelve 
tribes it is repeated, for the greater ceremony 
and solemnity of the account, that they were 
numbered by their generations, after their 
Samilies, by the house of their fathers, accord- 
ing to the number of the names, to show 
that every tribe took and gave in the account 
by the same rule and in the same method, 
though so many hands were employed in it, 
setting down the genealogy first, to show 
that their family descended from Israel, then 
the familhes themselves in their order, then 
dividing each family into the houses, or 
subordinate families, that branched from it, 
and under these the names of the particular 
persons, according to the rules of heraldry. 
Thus every man might know who were his 
relations or next of kin, on which some laws 
we have already met with did depend: be- 
sides that the nearer any are to us in relation 
the more ready we should be to do them good. 
2. That they all end with hundreds, only 
Gad with fifty (v. 25), but none of the num- 
bers descend to units or tens. Some think 
it was a special providence that ordered all 
the tribes just at this time to be even num- 
bers, and no odd or broken numbers among 
them, to show them that there was something 
more than ordinary designed in their increase, 
there being this uncommon in the circum- 
stanceofit. Itis rather probable that Moses 
having some time before appointed rulers of 
hundreds, and rulers of fifties (Exod. xviii. 25), 
they numbered the people by their respective 
rulers, which would bring the numbers to 
even hundreds or fifties. 3. That Judah. is 
the most numerous of them all, more than 
double to Benjamin and Manasseh, and 
almost 12,000 more than any other tribe, v. 
27. It was Judah whom his brethren must 
praise because from him Messiah the Prince 
was to descend; but, because that was a 
thing at a distance, God did in many ways 
honour that tribe in the mean time, particu- 
larly by the great increase of it, for his sake 
who was to spring out of Judah (Heb. vii. 14) 
in the fulness of time. Judah was to lead 
the van through the wilderness, and there- 
fore was furnished accordingly with greater 
strength than any other tribe. 4. Ephraim 


and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph, are num- 

bered as distinct tribes, and both together 

made up almost as many as Judah; this was 

in pursuance of Jacob’s adoption of them, by 

which they were equalled with their uncles 

Reuben and Simeon, Gen. xlviii. 5. 
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also the effect of the blessing of Joseph, who 
was to be a fruitful bough, Gen. xhx 22. 
And Ephraim the younger is put first, and 1s 
more numerous than Manasseh. for Jacob had 
crossed hands, and foreseen ten thousands 
of Ephraim and thousands of Manasseh 

‘Lhe fulfilling of this confirms our faith in the 
spirit of prophecy with which the patriarchs 
were endued. 5. When they came down 
into Egypt Dan had but one son (Gen. xlvi. 
23), and so his tribe was but one family, ch. 
xxvi. 42. Benjamin had then ten sons (Gen. 
xlvi. 21), yet now the tribe of Dan is almost 
double in number to that of Benjamin. 
Note, The increasing and diminishing of fa- 
milies do not always go by probabilities. 
Some are multiplied greatly, and again are 
diminished, while others that were poor have 
families made them like a flock, Ps. evii. 38, 
39, 41; and see Job xii. 23. 6. It 1s said of 
each of the tribes that those were num- 
bered who were able to go forth to war, to re- 
mind them that they had wars before them, 
though now they were in peace and met with 
no opposition. Let not him that girdeth on 
the harness boast as though he had put it off. 

44 These are those that were num- 
bered, which Moses and Aaron num- 
bered, and the princes of Israel, being 
twelve men: each one was for the 
house of his fathers. 45 So were all 
those that were numbered of the child- 
ren of Israel, by the house of their 
fathers, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, all that were able to go forth to 
war in Israel; 46 Even all they that 
were numbered were six hundred 
thousand and three thousand and five 
hundred and fifty. 

We have here the sum total at the foot of 
the account; they were in all 600,000 fight- 
ing men, and 3550 over. Some think that 
when this was their number some months 
before (Exod. xxxviii. 26) the Levites were 
reckoned with them, but now that tribe was 
separated for the service of God, yet so 
many more had by this time attained to the 
age of twenty years as that still they were 
the same number, to show that whatever we 
part with for the honour and service of God 
it shall certainly be made up to us one way 
or other. Now we see what a vast body of 
men they were. Let us consider, 1. How 
much went to maintain all these (besides twice 
as many more, no question, of women and 
children, sick and aged, and the mixed mul- 
titude) for forty years together in the wilder- 
ness; and they were all at God’s finding 
every day, having their food from the dew of 
heaven, and not from the fatness of the earth. 
O what a great and good housekeeper is our 
God, that has such numbers depending on 
him and receiving from him every day! 2. 
What work sin makes with a people; within 
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forty years most of them would indeed have 
died of course for the common sin of man- 
kind; for, when sin entered into the world, 
death came with it, and how great are the 
desolations which it makes in the earth! 
But, for the particular sin of unbelief and 
murmuring, all those that were now num- 
bered, except two, laid their bones under 
their iniquity, and perished in the wilderness. 
3. What a great multitude God’s spiritual 
Israel will amount to at last; though at one 
time, and in one place, they seem to be buta 
little flock, yet when they come all together 
they shall be a great multitude, innumerable, 
Rev. vii. 9. And, though the church’s be- 
ginning be small, its latter end shall greatly in- 
crease. A little one shall become a thousand. 

47 But the Levites after the tribe 
of their fathers were not numbered 
among them. 48 For the Lorp had 
spoken unto Moses, saying, 49 Only 
thoushaltnotnumber the tribeof Levi, 
neither take the sum of them among 
the children of Israel: 50 But thou 
shalt appoint the Levites over the 
tabernacle of testimony, and over all 
the vessels thereof, and over all things 
that belong to it: they shall bear the 
tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; 
and they shall minister unto it, and 
shall encamp round about the taber- 
nacle. 51 And when the tabernacle 
setteth forward, the Levites shall take 
it down: and when the tabernacle is 
to be pitched, the Levites shall set it 
up: and the stranger that cometh 
nigh shall be put to death. 52 And 
the children of Israel shall pitch their 
tents, every man by his own camp, 
and every man by his own standard, 
throughout their hosts. 53 But the 
Levites shall pitch round about the 
tabernacle of testimony, that there be 
no wrath upon the congregation of 
the children of Israel: and the Levites 
shall keep the charge of the taberna- 
cle of testimony. 54 And the children 
of Israel did according to all that the 
Lorpcommanded Moses, sodid they. 


Care is here taken to distinguish from the |’ 


rest of the tribes the tribe of Levi, which, in 
the matter of the golden calf, had distin- 
guished itself, Exod. xxxii. 26. Note, Singu- 
lar services shall be recompensed with singu- 
lar honours. Now, 

1. It was the honour of the Levites that 
they were made guardians of the spiritualities ; 
to them was committed the care of the taber- 
nacle and the treasures thereof, both in their 
camps and in their marches. 1. When they 
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moved the Levites were to take down the ta- 
bernacle, to carry it and all that belonged to 
it, and then to set it up again in the place 
appointed, v. 50, 51. It was for the honour 
of the holy things that none should be per- 
mitted to see them, or touch them, but those 
only who were called of God to the service. 
Thus we all are unfit and unworthy to have 
fellowship with God till we are first called by 
his grace into the fellowship of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, and so, being the spiritual 
seed of that great high priest, are made priests 
to our God; and it is promised that God 
would take Levites to himself, even from the 
Gentiles, Isa. lxvi. 21. 2. When they rested 
the Levites were to encamp round about the 
tabernacle (v. 50, 53), that they might be near 
their work, and resident upon their charge, 
always ready to attend, and that they might 
be a guard upon the tabernacle, to preserve it 
from being either plundered or profaned. 
They must pitch round about the tabernacle, 
that there be no wrath upon the congregation, as 
there would he if the tabernacle and the charge 
of it were neglected, or those crowded upon it 
that were not allowed to come near. Note, Great 
care must be taken to prevent sin, because the 
preventing of sin is the preventing of wrath. 

IT. It was their further honour that as Is- 
rael, being a holy people, was not reckoned 
among the nations, so they, being a holy tribe, 
were not reckoned among other Israelites, 
but numbered afterwards by themselves, v. 49. 
The service which the Levites were to do 
about the sanctuary is called (as we render it 
in the margin) a warfare, ch. iv. 23. And, 
being engaged in that warfare, they were dis- 
charged from military services, and therefore 
not numbered with tl.ose that were to go out 
to war. Note, Those that minister about 
holy things should neither entangle them- 
selves, nor be entangled, in secular affairs. 
The ministry is itself work enough for a whole 
man, and all little enough to be employed in 
it. It is an admonition to ministers to dis- 
tinguish themselves by their exemplary con- 
versation from common Israelites, not affect- 
ing to seem greater, but aiming to be really 
better, every way better than others. 
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The thousands of Israel, having been mustered in the former 
chapter, in this are marshalled, and a regular disposition is 
made of their camp, bv a divine appointment. Here is, 1. A 
general order concerning it, ver. 1,2. If. Particular directicns 
for the pusting of each of the tribes, in four distinct squadrons, 
three tribes in each squadron. 1. In the van-guard on the east 
were posted Judah, Ussachar, and Zelulun, ver. 3—9. 2. In the 
right wing, southward, Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, ver. 10—16. 
3. In the rear, westward, Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin, 
ver. 18—24. 4. In the left wing, northward, Dan, Asher, and 
Naphtali, ver. 25- 31. 5. The tabernacle in the centre, ver. 17. 
1H. The conclusion of this appointment, ver. 32, &c. 


ND the Lorn spake unto Moses 
and unto Aaron, saying, 2 Every 
man of the children of Israel shall pitch 
by his own standard, with the ensign 
of their father’s house: far off about 
the tabernacle of the congregation 


shall they pitch. 
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Here is the general appointment given 
both for their orderly encampment where 
they rested and their orderly march when 
they moved. Some order, it is probable, 
they had observed hitherto; they came out 
of Egypt in rank and file (Exod. xiii. 18), but 
now they were put into a better model. 1. 
They all dwelt in tents,and when they marched 
carried all their tents along with them, for 
they found no city to dwell in, Ps. cvii. 4. 
This represents to us our state in this world. 
It is a movable state (we are here to-day and 
gone to-morrow); and it is a military state: 
is not our life a warfare? We do but pitch 
our tents in this world, and have in it no 
continuing city. Let us, therefore, while we 
are pitching in this world, be pressing through 
it. 2. Those of a tribe were to pitch together, 
every man by his own standard. Note, It is 
the will of God that mutual love and affection, 
converse and communion, should be kept up 
among relations. ‘Those that are of kin to 
each other should, as much as they can, be 
acquainted with each other; and the bonds 
of nature should be improved for the strength- 
ening of the bonds of Christian communion. 
3. Every one must know his place and keep 
init; they were not allowed to fix where they 
pleased, nor to remove when they pleased, 
but God quarters them, with a charge to abide 
in their quarters. Note, It is God that ap- 

oinis us the bounds of our habitation, and to 

im we must refer ourselves. He shall choose 
our inheritance for us (Ps. xlvii. 4), and in his 
choice we must acquiesce, and not love to 
flit, nor be as the bird that wanders from her 
nesi. 4. Every tribe had its standard, flag, 
or ensign, and it should seem every family 
had some particular ensign of their father’s 
house, which was carried as with us the 
colours of each troop or company in a regi- 
ment are. ‘These were of use for the distinc- 
tion of tribes and families, and the gathering 
and keeping of them together, in allusion to 
which the preaching of the gospel is said to 
lift up an ensign, to which the Gentiles shall 
seek, and by which they shall pitch, Isa. xi. 
10, 12. Note, God is the God of order, and 
not of confusion. These standards made this 
mighty army seem more beautiful to its 
friends and more formidable to its enemies. 
The church of Christ is said to be as terrible 
as an army with banners, Cant. vi. 10. Itis 
uncertain how these standards were distin- 
guished: some conjecture that the standard 
of each tribe was of the same colour with the 
precious stone in which the name of that tribe 
was written in the high priest’s ephod, and 
that this was all the difference. Many of the 
modern Jews think there was some coat of 
arms painted in each standard, which had re- 
ference to the blessing of that tribe by Jacob. 
Judah bore a lion, Dan a serpent, Naphtalia 
hind, Benjamin a wolf, &c. Some of them 


say the four principal standards were, Judah 

a lion, Reuben a man, Joseph an ox, and Dan 

an eagle, making the appearances in Ezekiel’s 
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vision to allude to it. Others say the name 
of each tribe was written in its standard. 
Whatever it was, no doubt it gave a certain 
direction. 5. They were to pitch about the 
tabernacle, which was to be in tke midst of 
them, as the tent or pavilion of a general in 
the centre of an army. They must encamp 
round the tabernacle, (1.) That it might be 
equally a comfort and joy to them all, as it 
was a token of God’s gracious presence with 
them. Ps. xlvi.5, God is in the midst of her, 
she shall not be moved. Their camp had 
reason to be hearty, when thus they had God 
in the heart of them. ‘To have bread from 
heaven every day round about their camp, 
and fire from heaven, with other tokens of 
God’s favour, in the midst of their camp, was 
abundantly sufficient to answer that question, 
Is the Lord amony us, or is he not? Happy 
art thou, O Israel! It is probable that the 
doors of all their tents were made to look to- 
wards the tabernacle from all sides, for every 
Israelite should have his eyes always towards 
the Lord; therefore they worshipped at the 
tent-door. The tabernacle was in the midst 
of the camp, that it might be near to them; 
for it is a very desirable thing to have the 
solemn administrations of holy ordinances 
near us and within our reach. The kingdom 
of God is among you. (2.) That they might 
be a guard and defence upon the tabernacle 
and the Levites on every side. No invader 
could come near God’s tabernacle without first 
penetrating the thickest of their squadrons. 
Note, If God undertake the protection of our 
comforts, we ought in our places to under- 
take the protection of his institutions, and 
stand up in defence of his honour, and interest, 
and ministers. 6. Yet they were to pitch 
afar off, in reverence to the sanctuary, that it 
might not seem crowded and thrust up among 
them, and that the common business of the 
camp might be no annoyance to it. They 
were also taught to keep their distance, lest 
too much familiarity should breed contempt. 
It is supposed (from Joshua iii. 4) that the 
distance between the nearest part of the camp 
and the tabernacle (or perhaps between them 
and the camp of the Levites, who pitched 
near the tabernacle) was 2000 cubits, that is, 
1000 yards, little more than half a measured 
mile with us; but the outer parts of the camp 
must needs be much further off. Some com- 
pute that the extent of their camp could be 
no less than twelve miles square; for it was 
like a movable city, with streets and lanes, in 
which perhaps the manna fell, as well as on 
the outside of the camp, that they might have 
it at their doors. Im the Christian church 
we read of a throne (as in the tabernacle there 
was a mercy-seat) which is called a glorious 
high throne from the beginning (Jer. xvii. 12), 
and that throne surrounded by spiritual Is- 
raelites, twenty-four elders, double to the 
number of the tribes, clothed in white raiment 
(Rev. iv. 4), and the banner over them is 
Love ; but we are not ordered, as they were, 
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to pitch afar off; no, we are invited to draw 
near, and come boldly. ‘The saints of the 
Most High are said to be round about him, 
Ps. lxxvi. 11. God by his grace keep us 
close to kim ! 

3 And on the east side toward the 
rising of the sun shall they of the 
standard of the camp of Judah pitch 
throughouttheirarmies: and Nahshon 
the son of Amminadab shall be cap- 
tain of the children of Judah. 4 And 
his host, and those that were num- 
bered of them, were threescore and 
fourteen thousand and six hundred. 
5 And those that do pitch next unto 
him shall be the tribe of Issachar: and 
Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be 
captain of the children of Issachar. 6 
And his host, and those that were 
numbered thereof, were fifty and four 
thousand and four hundred. 7 Then 
the tribe of Zebulun: and Eliab the 
son of Helon shall be captain of the 
children of Zebulun. 8 And his host, 
and those that were numbered thereof, 
were fifty and seven thousand and four 
hundred. 9 Ali that were numbered 
in the camp cf Judah were a hun- 
dred thousand and fourscore thousand 
and six thousand and four hundred, 
throughout their armies. These shall 
first set forth. 10 On the south side 
shall be the standard of the camp of 
Reuben according to their armies: 
and the captain of the children of 
Reuben shall be Elizur the son of She- 
deur. 11 And his host, and those that 
were numbered thereof, were forty 
and six thousand and five hundred. 
12 And those which pitch by him 
shall be the tribe of Simeon: and the 
captain of the children of Simeon shall 
be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 
13 And his host, and those that were 
numbered of them, were fifty and nine 
thousand and three hundred. 14 Then 
the tribe of Gad: and the captain of 
the sons of Gad shall be Khiasaph the 
son of Reuel. 15 And his host, and 
those that were numbered of them, 
were forty and five thousand and six 
hundred and fifty. 16 All that were 
numbered in the camp of Reuben 
were a hundred thousand and fifty 
and one thousand and four hundred 
and fifty, throughout their armies. 
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And they shall set forth in the second 
rank. 17 Then the tabernacle of the 
congregation shall set forward with 
the camp of the Levites in the midst 
of the camp: as they encamp, so shall 
they set forward, every man in his 
place by their standards. 18 On the 
west side shall be the standard of the 
camp of Ephraim according to their 
armies : and the captain of the sons of 
Ephraim shall be Elishama the son 
of Ammihud. 19 And his host, and 
those that were numbered of them, 
were forty thousand and five hundred. 
20 And by him shall be the tribe of 
Manasseh: and the captain of the 
children of Manasseh shall be Gama- 
hel the son of Pedahzur. 21 And his 
host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were thirty and two thousand 
and two hundred. 22 Then the tnbe 
of Benjamin: and the captain of the 
sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. 23 And his host, 
and those that werenumbered of them, 
were thirty and five thousand and four 
hundred. 24 All that were numbered 
of the camp of Ephraim were a hun- 
dred thousand and eight thousand and 
a hundred, throughout their armies. 
And they shall go forward in the third 
rauk. 25 The standard of the camp 
of Dan shall be on the north side by 
their armies: and the captain of the 
children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the 
son of Ammishaddai. 26 And his 
host, and those that were numbered 
of them, were threescore and two thou- 
sand and seven hundred. 27 And 
those that encamp by him shall be the 
tribe of Asher: and the captain of 
the children of Asher shall be Pagie- 
the son of Ocran. 28 And his host, 
and those that were numbered of 
them, were forty and one thousand 
and five hundred. 29 Then the tribe 
of Naphtali: and the captain of the 
children of Naphtali shall be Ahira 
the son of Enan. 30 And his host, 
and those that were numbered of 
them, were fifty and three thousand 
and four hundred. 31 All they that 
were numbered in the camp of Dan 
were a hundred thousand and fifty 
and seven thousand and six hundred. 
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They shall go hindmost with their 
standards. 32 These are those which 
were numbered of the children of Is- 
rael hy the house of their fathers : all 
those that were numbered of the 
camps throughout their hosts were 
six hundred thousand and three thou- 
sand and five hundred and fifty. 33 
But the Levites were not numbered 
among the children of Israel; as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 34 And 


the children of Israel did according 


to all that the Lorp commanded Mo- 
ses: so they pitched by their stand- 
ards, and so they set forward, every 
one after their families, according to 
the house of their fathers. 


We have here the particular distribution 
of the twelve tribes into four squadrons, 
three tribes in a squadron, one of which 
was to lead the other two. Observe, 1. 
God himself appointed them their place, 
to prevent strife and envy among them. 
Had they been left to determine prece- 
dency among themselves, they would have 
been in danger of quarrelling with one 
another (as the disciples who strove which 
should be greatest) ; each would have had a 
sretence to be first, or at least not to be last. 
Hes it been left to Moses to determine, they 
would have quarrelled with him, and charged 
him with partiality; therefore God does it, 
who is himself the fountain and judge of 
honour, and in his appeintment all must ac- 
quiesce. If God in his providence advance 
others above us, and abase us, we ought to 
be as well satisfied in his doing it in that 
way as if he did it, as this was done here, by 
a voice cut of the tabernacle; and this con- 
sideration, that it appears to be the will of 
God it should be so, should effectually silence 
all envies and discontents. And as far as 
our place comes to be our choice our Saviour 
has given us a rule in Luke xiv. 8, Sit not 
down in the highest room; and another in 
Matt. xx. 27, He that will be chief, let him be 
your servant. Those that are most humble 
and most serviceable are really most honour- 
able. 2. Every tribe had a captain, a prince, 
or commander-in-chief, whom God himself 
nominated, the same that had been appointed 
to number them, ch. i. 5. Our being all the 
children of one Adam is so far from justifying 
the levellers, and taking away the distinction 
of place and honour, that even among the 
children of the same Abraham, the same 
Jacob, the same Judah, God himself appointed 
that one should be captain of all the rest. 
There are powers ordained of God, and those 
to whom honour and fear are due and must 
be paid. Some observe the significancy of 
the names of these princes, at least, in 
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of those that gave them their names, for 
most of them have Fl, God, at one end or 
other of their names. Nethaneel, the gift of 


God; Eliab, my God a Father ; Elizur, my 
God a rock ; Shelumiel, God my peace; El- 


asaph, God has added; Elishama, my God 
has heard: Gamaliel, God my reward ; Pagiel, 
God has met me. By this it appears that the 
Israelites in Egypt did not quite forget the 
name of their God, but, when they wanted 
other memorials, preserved the remembrance 
of it in the names of their children, and 
therewith comforted themselves in their afflic- 
tion. 3. Those tribes were placed together 
under the same standard that were nearest of 
kin to each other; Judah, Issachar, and 
Zebulun, were the three younger sons of 
Leah, and they were pnt together; and Issa- 
char and Zebulun would not grudge to be 
under Judah, since they were his younger 
brethren. Reuben and Simeon would not 
have been content in their place. ‘Therefore 
Reuben, Jacob’s eldest son, is made chief of 
the next squadron; Simeon, no doubt, is 
willing to be under him, and Gad, the son of 
Zitpah, Leah’s handmaid, is fitly added to 
them in Levi’s room: Ephraim, Manasseh, 
and Benjamin, are all the posterity of 
Rachel. Dan, the eldest son of Bilhah, 1 

made a leading tribe, though the son of a 
concubine, that more abundant honour might 
be bestowed on that which lacked; and it 
was said, Dan should judge his people, and to 
him were added the two younger sons of the 
handmaids. ‘Thus unexceptionable was the 
order in which they were placed. 4. The 
tribe of Judah was in the first post of honour, 
encamped towards the rising sun, and in 
their marches led the van, not only because 
it was the most numerous tribe, but chiefly 
because from that tribe Christ was to come, 
who is the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and 
was to descend from the loins of him who 
was now nominated chief captain of that tribe. 
Nahshon is reckoned among the ancestors of 
Christ, Matt. i. 4. So that, when he went 
before them, Christ himself went before them 
in effect, as their leader. Judah was the first 
of the twelve sons of Jacob that was blessed. 
Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, were censured by 
their dying father; he therefore being first in 
blessing, though not in birth, is put first, to 
teach children how to value the smiles of 
their godly parents and dread their frowns. 
5. The tribe of Levi pitched closely about 
the tabernacle, within the rest of their tribes, 
v. 17. ‘They must defend the sanctuary, 
and then the rest of the tribes must defend 
them. Thus, in the vision which John saw 
of the glory of heaven, between the elders 
and the throne were four liviny creatures full 
of eyes, Rev. iv. 6, 8. Civil powers should 
protect the religious interests of a nation, 
and be a defence upon that glory. 6. The 
camp of Dan (and so that tribe is called long 
after their settlement in Canaan (Judg. xii 


general, how much God was in the thoughts 25), because celebrated for their military’ prow 
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ess), though posted in the left wing when 
they encamped, was ordered in their march 
to bring up the rear, v. 31. ‘They were the 
most numerous, next to Judah, and therefore 
were ordered into a post which, next to the 
front, required the most strength, for as 
the strength is so shall the day be. Lastly, 
The children of Israel observed the orders 
given them, and did as the Lord commanded 
Moses, v. 34. They put themselves in the 
posts assigned them, without murmuring or 
disputing, and, as it was their safety, so it 
was their beauty; Balaam was charmed with 
the sight of it: How goodly are thy tents, O 
Jecob ! ch. xxiv.5. Thus the gospel church, 
called the camp of saints, ought to be com- 
pact according to the scripture model, every 
one knowing and keeping his place, and 
then all that wish well to the church rejoice, 
beholding their order, Col. ii. 5. 


CHAP IH 


This chapter and the next are concerring the tribe of Levi, which 
was to be mustered and marshalled by itself, and not in common 
with the other tribes, intimatiug the particular honour put upon 
them and the parucular duty and service required from them. 


The Levites are ın this chapter considered, I. As attendants on,. 


and assistants ta, the pricsts in the temple-service. And so we 
have an account, 1. Of the priests themselves (ver. 1—4) and 
their work, ver. 10. 2. Of the gift of the Levites to them (ver. 
5—-9), in order to which they are mustered (ver. 14--16), and 
the sum of them taken, ver. 39. Each particular family of them 
18 mustered, has its place assigned and its charge, the Gershon- 
ites (ver. 17—26), the Kohathites (ver. 27—32), the Merarites, 
ver, 33—39. IL. As equivalents for the first-born, ver. 11—13. 
1. The first-born are numbered, and the Levites taken instead 
of them, as far as the number uf the Levites went, ver. 40—45. 
2. What first-born there were more than the Levites were 
redeemed, ver. 44, &c. 


HESE also are the generations 

of Aaron and Moses in the day 
that the Lorp spake with Moses in 
mount Sinai. 2 And these are the 
names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab 
the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and 
Ithamar. 3 These are the names of 
the sons of Aaron, the priests which 
were anointed, whom he consecrated 
to minister in the priest’s office. 4 
And Nadab and Abihu died before 
the Lorn, when they offered strange 
fire before the Lorn, in the wilderness 
of Sinai, and they had no children: 
and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered 
in the priest’s office in the sight of 
Aaron their father. 5 And the Lorp 
spake unto Moses, saying, 6 Bring 
the tribe of Levi near, and present 
them before Aaron the priest, that 
they may minister untohim. 7 And 
they shall keep his charge, and the 
charge of the whole congregation be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congregation, 
to do the service of the tabernacle. 8 
And they shall keepall theinstruments 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, 


and the charge of the children of Is- 
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racl, to do the service of the taber- 
nacle. 9 And thou shalt give the 
Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: 
they are wholly given unto him out 
of the children ot Israel. 10 And 
thou shalt appoint Aaron and his 
sons, and they shall wait on their 
priest’s office: and the stranger that 
cometh nigh shall be put to death. 
11 And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 12 And I, behold, I have 
taken the Levites from among the 
children of Israel instead of all the 
firstborn that openeth the matrix 
among the children of Israel: there- 
fore the Levites shall be mine; 13 
Because all the firstborn are mine; 
for on the day that I smote all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt I hal- 
lowed unto me all the firstborn in 
Israel, both man and beast: mine 
shall they be: I am the Lorn. 


Here, I. The family of Aaron is confirmed 
in the priests’ office, v. 10. They had been 
called to it before, and consecrated; here 
they are appointed to wait on their priests’ 
office: the apostle uses this phrase (Rom. 
xli. 7), Let us wait on our ministry. The 
office of the ministry requires a constant at- 
tendance and great diligence; so frequent 
are the returns of its work, and yet so tran- 
sient its favourable opportunities, that it 
must be waited on. Here is repeated what 
was said before (ch. i. 51): The stranger thai 
cometh nigh shall be put to death, which for- 
bids the invading of the priest’s office by any 
other person whatsoever; none must come 
nigh to minister but Aaron and his sons 
only, all others are strangers. It also laysa 
charge on the priests, as door-keepers in 
God’s house, to take care that none should 
come near who were forbidden by the law; 
they must keep oF all intruders, whose ap- 
proach would be to the profanation of the 
holy things, telling them that if they came 
near it was at their peril, they would die by 
the hand of God, as Uzza did. ‘The Jews 
say that afterwards there was hung over 
the door of the temple a golden sword (per- 
haps alluding to that flaming sword at the 
entrance of the garden of Eden), on which 
was engraven, The stranger that cometh nigh 
shall be put to death. 

IJ. A particular account is given of this 
family of Aaron; what we have met with 
before concerning them is here repeated. 1, 
The consecration of the sons of Aaron, v. 3. 
They were all anointed to minister before the 
Lord, though it appeared afterwards, and 
God knew it, that two of them were wise and 
two were foolish. 2. The fall of the two 
elder (v. 4): they offered strange fire, and 

571 


The separation of the Levites. 


died for so doing, before the Lord. This is 
mentioned here in the preamble to the law 
concerning the priesthood, for a warning to 
all succeeding priests; let them know, by 
this example, that God is a jealous God, and 
will not be mocked; the holy anointing oil 
was an honour to the obedient, but not a 
shelter to the disobedient. It is here said, 
They had no children, Providence so ordering 
it, for their greater punishment, that none of 
their descendants should remain to be priests, 
and so bear up their name who had profaned 
God’s name. 3. The continuance of the 
two younger: Eleazar and Ithamar minis- 
tered in the sight of Aaron. It intimates, 
(1.) The care they took about their ministra- 
tion not to make any blunders; they kept 
under their father’s eye, and took instruction 
from him in all they did, because, probably, 
Nadab and Abihn got ont of their father’s 
sight when they offered strange fire. Note, 
It is good for young people to act under the 
direction and inspection of those that are 
aged and experienced. (2.) The comfort 
Aaron took in it; it pleased him to see his 
younger sons behave themselves prudently 
and gravely, when his two elder had mis- 
carried. Note, It is a great satisfaction to 
parents to see their children walk in the truth, 
3 John 4. 

III. A grant is made of the Levites to be 
assistants to the priests in their work: Give 
the levites to Aaron, v.9. Aaron was to 
have a greater propriety in, and power over, 
the tribe of Levi than any other of the 
princes had in and over their respective 
tribes. There was a great deal of work be- 
longing to the priests’ office, and there were 
now only three pairs of hands to do it all, 
Aaron’s and his two sons’; for it does not 
appear that they had either of them any 
children at this time, at least not any that 
were of age to minister, therefore God ap- 
points the Levites to attend upon them. 
Note, Those whom God finds work for he 
will find help for. Here is, 1. The service 
for which the Levites were designed: they 
were to minister to the priests in their minis- 
tration to the Lord (v. 6), and to keep Aaron’s 
charge (v. 7), as the deacons to the bishops in 
the evangelical constitution, serving at tables, 
while the bishops waited on their ministry. 
The Levites killed the sacrifices, and then 
the priests needed only to sprinkle the blood 
and burn the fat: the Levites prepared the 
incense, the priests burnt it. ‘They were to 
keep, not only Aaron’s charge, but the charge 
of the whole congregation. Note, It is a great 
trust that is reposed in ministers, not only 
for the glory of Christ, but for the good of 
his church; so that they must not only keep 
the charge of the great high priest, but must 
also be faithful to the souls of men, in trust 
for whom a dispensation is committed to 
them. 2. The consideration upon which the 
Levites were demanded; they were taken in- 
stead of the first-born. The preservation of 
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the first-born of Israel, when all the first- 
born of the Egyptians (with whom they were 
many of them mingled) were destroyed, was 
looked upon by him who never makes any 
unreasonable demands as cause sufficient for 
the appropriating of all the first-born thence- 
forward to himself (v. 13): All the first-born 
are mine. That was sufficient to make them 
his, though he had given no reason for it, 
for he is the sole fountain and Lord of all 
beings and powers; but because all obedience 
must flow from love, and acts of duty must 
he acts of gratitude, before they were chal- 
lenged into peculiar services they were 
crowned with peculiar favours. Note, 
When he that made us saves us we are 
thereby laid under further obligations to 
serve him and live to him. God’s right 
to us by redemption corroborates the right 
he has to us by creation. Now because the 
first-born of a family are generally the fa- 
vourites, and some would think it a dispa- 
ragement to have their eldest sons servants to 
the priests, and attending before the door of 
the tabernacle, God took the tribe of Levi 
entire for his own, in lien of the first-born, 
v. 12. Note, God’s institutions put no hard- 
ships upon men in any of their just interests 
or reasonable affections. It was presumed 
that the Israelites would rather part with the 
Levites than with the first-born, and there- 
fore God graciously ordered the exchange ; 
yet for us he spared not his own Son. 


14 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 
15 Number the children of Levi after 
the house of their fathers, by their 
families: every male from a month 
old and upward shalt thou number 
them. 16 And Moses numbered them 
according to the word of the Lorp, 
as he was commanded. 17 And these 
were the sons of Levi by their names ; 
Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari. 
18 And these are the names of the 
sons of Gershon by their families ; 
Libni and Shimei. 19 And the sons 
of Kohath by their families ; Amram, 
and Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel. 20 
And the sons of Merari by their 
families; Mahli, and Mushi. These 
are the families of the Levites ac- 
cording to the house of their fathers. 
21 Of Gershon was the family of the 
Libnites, and the family of the Shi- 
mites: these are the families of the 
Gershonites. 22 Those that were 
numbered of them, according to the 
number of all the males, from a 
month old and upward, even those 
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that were numbered of them were, shall be the boards of the tabernacle, 


seven thousand and five hundred. 23 
The families of the Gershonites shall 
pitch behind the tabernacle westward. 
24 And the chief of the house of the 
father of the Gershonites shall be 
Eliasaph the son of Lael. 25 And the 
charge of the sons of Gershon in the 
tabernacle of the congregation shall 
be the tabernacle, and the tent, the 
covering thereof, and the hanging for 
the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, 26 And the hangings of 
the court, and the curtain for the door 
of the court, which is by the taber- 
nacle, and by the altar round about, 
and the cords of it for all the service 
thereof. 27 And of Kohath was the 
family of the Amramites, and the fa- 
mily of the Izeharites, and the family 
of the Hebronites, and the family of 
the Uzzielites: these are the families 
of the Kohathites. 28 In the number 
of all the males, from a month old 
and upward, were eight thousand and 
six hundred, keeping the charge of 
the sanctuary. 29 The families of 
the sons of Kohath shall pitch on the 
side of the tabernacle southward. 30 
And the chief of the house of the fa- 
ther of the families of the Kohathites 
shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 
31 And their charge shall be the ark, 
and the table, and the candlestick, 
and the altars, and the vessels of the 
sanctuary wherewith they minister, 
and the hanging, and all the service 
thereof. 

Aaron the priest shall be chief over 
the chief of the Levites, and have the 
oversight of them that keep the charge 
of the sanctuary. 33 Of Merari was 
the family of the Mahlites, and the 
family of the Mushites: these are the 
families of Merari. 34 And those 
that were numbered of them, accord- 
ing to the number of all the males, 
from a month old and upward, were 
six thousand and two hundred. 35 
And the chief of the house of the fa- 
ther of the famihes of Merari was 
Zuriei the son of Abihail: these shall 
pitch on the side of the tabernacle 
northward. 36 And under the cus- 


and the bars thereof, and the pillars 
thereof, and the sockets thereof, and 
all the vessels thereof, and all that 
serveth thereto, 37 And the pillars 
of the court round about, and their 
sockets, and their pins, and their 
cords. 38 But those that encamp be- 
fore the tabernacle toward the east, 
even before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation eastward, shall be Moses, 
and Aaron and his sons, keeping the 
charge of the sanctuary for the charge 
of the children of Israel; and the 
stranger that cometh nigh shall be put 
to death. 39 All that were numbered 
of the Levites, which Moses and Aa- 
ron numbered at the commandment of 
the Lorn, throughout their families, 
all the males from a month old and up- 
ward, were twenty and two thousand. 


The Levites being granted to Aaron to 
minister to him, they are here delivered to 
him by tale, that he might know what he 
had, and employ them accordingly. Ob- 
serve, 

I. By what rule they were numbered : 
Every inale from a month old and upward, v. 
15. The rest of the tribes were numbered 
only from twenty years old and upwards, 
and of them those only that were able to yo 
forth to war ; but into the number of the 
Levites they must take in both infants and 
infirm ; being exempted from the war, it was 
not insisted upon that they should be of age 
and strength for the wars. ‘Though it ap- 
pears afterwards that little more than a 
third part of the Levites were fit to be em- 
ployed in the service of the tabernacle (about 
8000 out of 22,000, ch. iv. 47, 48), yet God 


32 And Eleazar the son of| would have them all numbered as retainers 


to his family; that none may think them- 
selves disowned and rejected of God because 
they are not in a capacity of doing him that 
service which they see others do him. The 
Levites of a month old could not honour 
God and serve the tabernacle, as those that 
had grown up; yet out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings the Levites’ praise was 
perfected. Let not little children be hin- 
dered from being enrolled among the disciples 
of Christ, for such was the tribe of Levi, of 
such is the kingdom of heaven, that king- 
dom of priests. ‘lhe redemption of the 
first-born was reckoned from a month old 
(ch. xviii. 15, 16), therefore from that age 
the Levites were numbered. They were 
numbered after the house of their fathers, 
not their mothers, for, if the daughter of a 
Levite married one of another tribe, her son 
was not a Levite; but we read of a spiritual 


tody and charge of the sons of Merari | priest to our God who inherited the un- 
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feigned faith which dwelt in his mother and | the family of Moses were Levites only that in 


grandmother, 2 Tim. i. 5. 

Il. How they were distributed into three 
classes, according to the number of the sons of 
Levi, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari, and these 
subdivided into several families, v. 17—20. 

1. Concerning each of these three classes 
we have an account, (1.) Of their number. 
The Gershonites were 7500. The Kohathites 
were 8600. The Merarites were 6200. ‘The 
rest of the tribes had not their subordinate 
families numbered by themselves as those of 
Levi; this honour God put upon his own 
tribe. (2.) Of their post abont the taber- 
nacle on which they were to attend. The 
Gershonites pitched behind the tabernacle, 
westward, v. 23. The Kohathites on the 
right hand, southward, v. 29. The Merarites 
on the left hand, northward, v. 35. And, to 
complete the square, Moses and Aaron, with 
the priests, encamped in the front, eastward, 
v. 38. Thus was the tabernacle surrounded 
with its guards; and thus does the angel of 
the Lord encamp round about those that fear 
him, those living temples, Ps. xxxiv.. 7. 
Every one knew his place, and must therein 
abide with God. (3.) Of their chief or head. 
As each class had its own place, so each had 
its own prince. The commander of the 
Gershonites was Eliasaph (w. 24); of the 
Kohathites Elizaphan (w. 30), of whom we 
read (Lev. x. 4) that he was one of the bearers 
at the funeral of Nadab and Abihu; of the 
Merarites Zuriel, v.35. (4.) Of their charge, 
when the camp moved. Each class knew 
their own business; it was requisite they 
should, for that which is every body’s work 
often proves nobody’s work. The Ger- 
shonites were charged with the custody and 
carriage of all the curtains and hangings 
and coverings of the tabernacle and court 
(v. 25, 26), the Kohathites of all the furni- 
ture of the tabernacle—the ark, altar, table, 
&c. (w. 31, 32), the Merarites of the heavy 
carriage, boards, bars, pillars, &c., v. 36, 37. 

2. Here we may observe, (1.) That the 
Kohathites, though they were the second 
house, yet were preferred before the elder 
family of the Gershonites. Besides that 
Aaron and the priests were of that family, 
they were more numerous, and their post 
and charge more honourable, which probably 
was ordered to put an honour upon Moses, 
who ‘was of that family. Yet, (2.) The pos- 
terity of Moses were not at all dignified or 
privileged, but stood upon the level with 
other Levites, that it mght appear he did 
not seek the advancement of his own family, 
nor to entail any honours upon it either in 
church or state ; he that had honour enough 
himself coveted not to have his name shine 
by that borrowed light, but rather to have 
the Levites borrow honour from his name. 
Let none think contemptibly of the Levites, 
though inferior to the priests, for Moses him- 
self thought it preferment enough for his 
gons to be Levites. Probably it was because 

Bye 


the title of this chapter, which is concerning 
that tribe (wv. 1), Aaron is put before Moses. 

HI. The sum total of the numbers of this 
tribe. They are computed in all 22,000, v. 
39. The sum of the particular families 
amounts to 300 more; if this had been 
added to the sum total, the Levites, instead 
of being 273 fewer than the first-born, as 
they were (v. 43), would have been twenty- 
seven more, and so the balance would have 
fallen the other way; but it is supposed that 
the 300 which were struck off from the ac- 
count when the exchange was to be made 
were the first-born of the Levites themselves, 
born since their coming out of Egypt, which 
could not be put into the exchange, because 
they were already sanctified to God. But 
that which is especially observable here is 
that the tribe of Levi was by much the least 
of all the tribes. Note, God’s part in the 
world is too often the smallest part. His 
chosen are comparatively a little flock. 

40 And the Lorp said unto Moses, 


Number all the firstborn of the males 
of the children of Israel from a month 
old and upward, and take the num- 
ber of their names. 41 And thou shalt 
take the Levites for me (I am the 
Lorp) instead of all the firstborn 
among the children of Israel; and the 
cattle of the Levites instead of all the 
firstlings among the cattle of the child- 
ren of Israel. 42 And Moses num- 
bered, as the Lorp commanded him, 
all the firstborn among the children 
of Israel. 43 And all the firstborn 
males by the number of names, from 
a month old and upward, of those 
that were numbered of them, were 
twenty and two thousand two hun- 
dred and threescore and thirteen. 44 
And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 45 Take the Levites instead 
of all the firstborn among the child- 
ren cf Israel, and the cattle of the 
Levites instead of their cattle; and 
the Levites shall be mine: I am the 
Lorp. 46 And for those that are to 
be redeemed of the two hundred and 
threescore and thirteen of thefirstborn 
of the children of Israel, which are 
more than the Levites ; 47 Thou shalt 
even take five shekels apiece by the 
poll, after the shekel of the sanctuary 
shalt thou take them: (the shekel zs 
twenty gerahs:) 48 And thou shalt 
give the money, wherewith the odd 
number of them is to be redeemed, 
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unto Aaron and to his sons. 49 And 
Moses took the redemption money of 
them that were over and above them 
that were redeemed by the Levites: 
50 Of the firstborn of the children of 
Israel took he the money ; a thousand 
three hundred and threescore and five 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary: 5l And Moses gave the money 
ot them that were redeemed unto 
Aaron and to his sons, according to 
the word of the Lorp, as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 


Here is the exchange made of the Levites 
for the first-born. 1. The first-born werenum- 
bered from a month old, v. 42, 43. Those 
certainly were not reckoned who, though 
first-born, had become heads of families 
themselves, but those only that were under 
age; and the learned bishop Patrick is de- 
cidedly of opinion that none were numbered 
but those only that were born since their 
coming out of Egypt, when the first-born 
were sanctified, Exod. xiii. 2. If there were 
22,000 first-born males, we may suppose as 
many females, and all these brought forth in 
the first year after they came out of Egypt, 
we must hence infer that in the last year of 
their servitude, even when it was in the 
greatest extremity, there were abundance of 
marriages made among the Israelites; they 
were not discouraged by the present distress, 
but married in faith, expecting that God would 
shortly visit them with mercy, and that their 
children, though born in bondage, should 
live in liberty and honour. And it was a 
token of good to them, an evidence that 
they were blessed of the Lord, that they 
were not only kept alive, but greatly in- 
creased, in a barren wilderness. 2. The 
number of the first-born, and that of the 
Levites, by a special providence, came pretty 
near to each other; thus, when he divided 
the nations, he set the bounds of the people ac- 
cording to the number of the children of Israel, 
Deut. xxxii. 3. Known unto God are all his 
works beforehand, and there is an exact pro- 
portion between them, and so it will appear 
when they come to be compared. The Le- 
vites’ cattle are said to be taken instead of 
the firstlings of the cattle of the children of 
Israel, that is, the Levites, with all their pos- 
sessions, were devoted to God instead of the 
first-born and all theirs; for, when we give 
ourselves to God, all we have passes as ap- 
purtenances with the premises. 3. The 
small number of first-born which exceeded 
the number of the Levites (273 in all) were 
to be redeemed, at five shekels apiece, and 
the redemption-money given to Aaron; for 
it would not do well to have them added to 
the Levites. It is probable that in the ex- 
change they began with the eldest of the 
first-born, and so downward, so that those 
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were to be redeemed with money who were 
the 273 youngest of the first-born; more 
likely so than either that it was determined 
by lot or that the money was paid out of the 
public stock. The church is called the 
church of the first-born, which is redeemed, 
not as these were, with silver and gold, but, 
being devoted by sin to the justice of God, 
is ransomed with the precious blood of the 
Son of God. 


CHAP. IV. 


ln the former chapter an account was taken of the whole tribe o 
Levi, in this we have an account of those of that tribe who were 
in the prime of their time for service, betwixt thirty and fifty 
years old. 1. The serviceable men of the Kohathites are ordered 
to be numbered, and their charges are given them, ver. 2—20, 
Il. Of the Gershonites, ver. 24—23. 111. Of the Merarites, ver. 
29—33. IV. The numhers of each, aad the sum total at last, 
are recorded, ver. 34, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

and unto Aaron, saying, 2 Take 
the sum of the sons of Kohath from 
among the sons of Levi, after their 
families, by the house of their fathers, 
3 From thirty years old and upward 
even until fifty years old, all that en- 
ter into the host, to do the work in 
the tabernacle of the congregation. 4 
This shall be the service of the sons 
of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, about the most holy 
things: 5 And when the camp setteth 
forward, Aaron shall come, and his 
sons, and they shall take down the 
covering veil, and cover the ark of 
testimony with it: 6 And shall put 
thereon the covering of badgers’ skins, 
and shall spread over iż a cloth wholly 
of blue, and shall put in the staves 
thereof. 7 And upon the table of 
showbread they shall spread a cloth 
of blue, and put thereon the dishes, 
and the spoons, and the bowls, and 
covers to cover withal: and the con- 
tinual bread shall be thereon: 8 And 
they shall spread upon them a cloth 
of scarlet, and cover the same with a 
covering of badgers’ skins, and shall 
put in the staves thereof. 9 And they 
shall take a cloth of blue, and cover 
the candlestick of the light, and his 
lamps, and his tongs, and his snuff- 
dishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, 
wherewith they minister unto it: 10 
And they shall put it and all the 
vessels thereof within a covering of 
badgers’ skins, and shall put 7é upon 
abar. 11 And upon the golden altar 
they shall spread a cloth of blue, and 


cover it with a covering of badgers’ 
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skins, and shall put to the staves 
thereof: 12 And they shall take all 
the instruments of ministry, where- 
with they minister in the sanctuary, 
and put fhem in a cloth of blue, 
and cover them with a covering of 
badgers’ skins, and shall put them on 
abar: 13 And they shall take away 
the ashes from the altar, and spread a 
purple cloth thereon: 14 And they 
shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, 
wherewith they minister about it, even 
the censers, the fleshhooks, and the 
shovels, and the basins, all the ves- 
sels of the altar; and they shall spread 
upon it a covering of badgers’ skins, 
and put to the staves of it. 15 And 
when Aaron and his sons have made 
an end of covering the sanctuary, and 
all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the 
camp is to set forward; after that, 
the sons of Kohath shall come to 
bear it: but they shall not touch any 
holy thing, lest they die. These things 
are the burden of the sons of Kohath 
in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
16 And to the office of Eleazar the 
son of Aaron the priest pertaineth 
the oil for the light, and the sweet 
incense, and the daily meat offering, 
and the anointing oil, and the over- 
sight of all the tabernacle, and of all 
that therein zs, in the sanctuary, and 
in the vessels thereof. 17 And the 
Lorp spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, 18 Cut ye not off the 
tribe of the tamilies of the Kohathites 
from among the Levites: 19 But thus 
do unto them, that they may live, and 
not die, when they approach unto the 
most holy things: Aaron and his sons 
shall go in, and appoint them every 
one to his service andto his burden: 20 
Buttheyshall not go in tosee whenthe 
holy things are covered, lest they die. 


We have here a second muster of the tribe 
of Levi. As that tribe was taken out of all 
Israel to be God’s peculiar, so the middle- 
aged men of that tribe were taken from among 
the rest to be actually employed in the ser- 
vice of the tabernacle. Now observe, 

I. Who were to be taken into this numher. 
All the males from thirty years old to fifty. 
Of the other tribes, those that were numbered 
to go forth to war were from twenty years old 
and upward, but of the Levites only from 
thirty to fifty; for the service of God requires 
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the best of our strength, and the prime of our 
time, which cannot be better spent than to 
the honour of him who is the first and best. 
And a man may make a good soldier much 
sooner than a good minister. Now, 

1. They were not to be employed till they 
were thirty years old, because till then they 
were in danger of retaining something child- 
ish and youthful and had not gravity enough 
to do the service, and wear the honour, of a 
Levite. ‘They were entered as probationers at 
twenty-five years old (ch. viii. 24), and in 
David’s time, when there was more work tc 
be done, at twenty (1 Chron. xxiii. 24, and so 
Ezra iii. 8); but they must be five years learn- 
ing and waiting, and so fitting themselves for 
service; nay, in David’s time they were ten 
years in preparation, from twenty to thirty. 
John Baptist began his public ministry, and 
Christ his, at thirty years old. This is not in 
the letter of it obligatory on gospel ministers 
now, as if they must either not begin their 
work till thirty years old or must leave off at 
fifty; but it gives us two good rules:—(1.) That 
ministers must not be novices, 1 Tim. iii. 6. 
Itis a work that requires ripeness of judgment 
and great steadiness, and therefore those are 
very unfit for it who are but babesin knowledge 
and have not put away childish things. (2.) 
That they must learn before they teach, serve 
before they rule, and must first be proved, 1 
Tim. iii. 10. 

2. They were discharged at fifty years old 
from the toilsome part of the service, particu- 
larly that of carrying the tabernacle ; for that 
is the special service to which they are here 
ordained, and which there was most occasion 
for while they were in the wilderness. When 
they began to enter upon cld age, they were 
dismissed, (1.) In favour to them, that they 
might not be over-toiled when their strength 
began to decay. ‘Twenty years’ good service 
was thought pretty wellfor one man. (2.) In 
honour to the work, that it might not be 
done by those who, through the infirmities 
of age, were slow and heavy. ‘The service of 
God should be done when we are in the most 
lively active frame. Those do not consider 
this who put off their repentance to old age, 
and so leave the best work to be done in the 
worst time. 

II. How their work is described. They are 
said to enter into the host, or warfare, to do 
the work in the tabernacle. The ministry is 
a good work (1 Tim. iii. 1): ministers are not 
ordained to the honour only, but to the labour, 
not only to have thewages, but to do the work. 
Itis also a good warfare, 1 Tim. i. 18. Those 
that enter into the ministry must look upon 
themselves as entered into the host, and ap- 
prove themselves good soldiers, 2 Tim. ii. 3. 
Now, as to the sons of Kohath in particular, 
here is, 

1. Their service appointed them, in the re- 
moves of the tabernacle. Afterwards, when 
the tabernacle was fixed, they had other work 
assigned them ; but this was the work of the 
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day, which was to be done in its day. Ob- 
serve, Wherever the camp of Israel went, the 
tabernacle of the Lord went with them, and 
care must be taken for the carriage of it. 
Note, Wnerever we go, we must see to it that 
we take our religion along with us, and not 
forget that or any part of it. Now the Ko- 
hathites were to carry all the holy things of 
the tabernacle. They were charged with those 
things before (ch. 111. 31), but here they have 
more particular instructions given them. (1.) 
Aaron, and his sons the priests, must pack up 
the things which the Kohathites were to 
carry, as here directed, v. 5, &c. God had 
before appointed that none should come into 
the most holy place, but only Aaron once a 
year with a cloud of incense (Lev. xvi. 2); and 
yet, the necessity of their unsettled state re- 
quiring it, that law is here dispensed with ; 
for every time they removed Aaron and 
his sons went in to take down the ark, and 
make it up for carriage; for (as the learned 
bishop Patrick suggests) the shechinah, or 
display of the divine majesty, which was over 
the mercy-seat, removed for the present 
in the pillar of cloud, which was taken up, 
and then the ark was not dangerous to be ap- 
proached. (2.) All the holy things must be 
covered, the ark and table with three cover- 
ings, all the rest with two. Even the ashes 
of the altar, in which the holy fire was care- 
fully preserved and raked up, must have a 
purple cloth spread over them, v. 13. Even 
the brazen aitar, though in the court of the 
sanctuary it stood open to the view of all, 
yet was covered in the carriage of it. All 
these coverings were designed, [1.] For safety, 
that these holy things might not be ruffled 
with the wind, sullied with the rain, nor tar- 
nished with the sun, but that they might be 
preserved in their beauty ; for on all the glory 
shall be a defence. ‘The coverings of badgers’ 
skins, being thick and strong, would keep 
out wet; and, while we are in our passage 
through the wilderness of this world, it con- 
cerns us to be fenced for all weathers, Isa. iv. 
5,6. [2.] For decency and ornament. Most 
of these things had a cloth of blue, or purple, 
or scarlet, spread outmost ; and the ark was 
covered with a cloth wholly of blue (v. 6), an 
emblem (say some) of the azure skies, which 
are spread like a curtain between us and the 
Majesty on high, Job xxvi. 9. Those that 
are faithful to God should endeavour likewise 
to appear beautiful before men, that they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. [3.] 
For concealment. It signified the darkness of 
that dispensation. That which is now brought 
to light by the gospel, and revealed to babes, 
was then hidden from the wise and prudent. 
They saw only the coverings, not the holy 
things themselves (Heb. x. 1); but now 
Christ has destroyed the face of the covering, 
Isa. xxv. 7. _ (3.) When all the holy things 
were covered, then the Kohathites were to 
carry them on their shoulders. Those things 
that had staves were carried by their staves 
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(w. 6, 8,11, 14); those that had not were car- 
ried upon a bar, or bier, or bearing barrow, 
v. 10,12. See how the tokens of God’s pre- 
sence in this world are movable things ; but 
we look for a kingdom that cannot be moved 

2. Eleazar, now the eldest son of Aaron, is 
appointed overseer of the Kohathites in this 
service (v. 16) ; he must take care that nothing 
was forgotten, left behind, or displaced. As 
a priest he had more honour than the Levites, 
hut then he had more care; and that care was 
a heavier burden, no doubt, upon his heart 
than all the burdens that were laid upon their 
shoulders. Ft is much easier to do the work 
of the tabernacle than to discharge the trusts 
of it, to obey than to rule. 

3. Great care must be taken to preserve the 
lives of these Levites, by preventing their 
unseasonable irreverent approach to the most 
holy things: Cut you not off the Kohathites, v. 
18. Note, Those who do not what they can 
to keep others from sin do what they can to 
cut them off [1.] The Kohathites must not 
see the holy things till the priests had covered 
them, v. 20. Even those that bore the ves- 
sels of the Lord saw not what they bore, so 
much were even those in the dark concerning 
the gospel whose office it was to expound the 
law. And, [2.] When the holy things were 
covered, they might not touch them, at least 
not the ark, called here the holy thing, upon 
pain of death, v. 15. Uzza was struck dead 
for the breach of this law. ‘Thus were the 
Lord’s ministers themselves then kept in fear, 
and that was a dispensation of terror, as well 
as darkness; but now, through Christ, the 
case is altered; we have seen with our eves, 
and our hands have handled, the word of life 
(1 John i. 1), and we are encouraged to come 
boldly to the throne of grace. 


21 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 22 Take also the sum 
of the sons of Gershon, throughout 
the houses of their fathers, by their 
families; 23 From thirty years old 
and upward until fifty years old shalt 
thou number them ; all that enter in 
to perform the service, to do the work 
in the tabernacle of the congregation. 
24 This zs the service of the families 
of the Gershonites, to serve, and for 
burdens: 25 And they shall bear 
the curtains of the tabernacle, and 
the tabernacle of the congregation, 
his covering, and the covering of the 
badgers’ skins that is above upon it, 
and the hanging for the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, 26 
And the hangings of the court, and 
the hanging for the door of the gate 
of the court, which is by the taber- 
nacle and by the altar round about, 
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and their cords, and all the instru- 
ments of their service, and all that is 
made for them: so shall they serve. 
27 At the appointment of Aaron and 
his sons shall be all the service of the 
sons of the Gershonites, in all their 
burdens, and in all their service : and 
ye shall appoint unto them in charge 
all their burdens. 28 This zs the 
service of the families of the sons of 
Gershon in the tabernacle of the con- 
eregation: and their charge shall be 
under the hand of Ithamar the son of 
Aaron the priest. 29 As for the sons 
of Merari, thou shalt number them 
after their families, by the house of 
their fathers; 30 From thirty years 
old and upward even unto fifty years 
old shalt thou number them, every 
one that entereth into the service, to 
do the work of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 31 And this zs the 
charge of their burden, according to 
all their service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation; the boards of the 
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and 
the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof, 
32 And the pillars of the court round 
about, and their sockets, and their 
pins, and their cords, with all their 
instruments, and with all their ser- 
vice: and by name ye shall reckon 
the instruments of the charge of their 
burden. 33 This zs the service of the 
families of the sons of Merari, accord- 
ing to all their service, in the tabernacle 
of the congregation, under the hand of 
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 
We have here the charge of the other two 
families of the Levites, which, though not so 
honourable as the first, yet was necessary, 
and was to be done regularly. 1. The 
Gershonites were charged with all the dra- 
pery of the tabernacle, the curtains, and hang- 
ings, and the coverings of badgers’ skins, 
v. 22—26. These they were to take down 
when the cloud removed, and the ark and the 
rest of the holy things were carried away, to 
pack up and bring with them, and then to set 
up again, where the cloud rested. Aaron and 
his sons allotted to them their respective 
charge: “ You shall take care of sucha cur- 
tain, and you of such a hanging, that every 
one may know his work, and there may be 
no confusion,” v. 27. Ithamar particularly 
was to take the oversight of them, v. 28. 2. 
The Merarites were charged with the heavy 


carriage, the boards and bars, the pillars and 
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sockets, the pis and cords, and these were 
delivered to them by name, v. 31,32. An 
inventory was given them of every particular, 
that it might be forthcoming, and nothing to 
scek, when the tabernacle was to be set up 
again. ‘Though these seemed of less import- 
ance than the other things pertaining to the 
sanctuary, yet there was this care taken of 
them, to teach us with the greatest exactness 
to preserve pure and entire all divine institu- 
tions, and to take care that nothing be lost. 
It also intimates the care God takes of his 
church, and every member of it; the good 
Shepherd calls his own sheep by name, John 
x.3. Here were thousands of men employed 
about these services, though a much less 
number would have served for the bearing of 
those burdens; but it was requisite that the 
tabernacle should be taken down, and set up, 
with great expedition, and many hands would 
make quick work, especially when every one 
knew his work. They had tents of their own 
to take care of, and to take along with them, 
but the young men under thirty, and the old 
men above fifty, might serve for them; nor 
is there any mention of them, for God’s house 
must always be preferred before our own. 
Their care was preposterous who built and 
ceiled their own houses while God’s house lay 
waste, Hag. i. 4,9. The death of the saints 
is represented as the taking down of the taber- 
nacle (2 Cor. v. 1), and the putting of it off, 
2 Pet. 1.14. The immortal soul, like the 
most holy things, is first covered and taken 
away, carried by angels, unseen, under the 
inspection of the Lord Jesus, our Eleazar. 
Care isalso taken of the body—the skin and 
flesh, which are as the curtains, the bones 
and sinews which are as the bars and pillars ; 
none of these shall be lost; commandment is 
given concerning the bones, a covenant made 
with the dust ; these are in safe custody, and 
shall all be produced in the great day, when 
this, tabernacle shall be set up again, and 
these vile bodies made like the glorious body 
of Jesus Christ. 


34 And Moses and Aaron and the 
chief of the congregation numbered 
the sons of the Kohathites after their 
families, and after the house of their 
fathers, 35 From thirty years old 
and upward even unto fifty years 
old, every one that entereth mto the 
service, for the work in the tabernacle 
of the congregation: 36 And those 
that were numbered of them by their 
families were two thousand seven 
hundred and fifty. 37 These were 
they that were numbered of the fa- 
milies of the Kohathites, all that 
might do service in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, which Moses and 
Aaron did number according to the 
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hand of Moses. 38 And those that 
were numbered of the sons of Ger- 
shon, throughout their families, and 
by the house of their fathers, 39 
From thirty years old and upward 
even unto fifty years old, every one 
that entereth into the service, for the 
work in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, 40 Even those that were 
numbered of them, throughout their 
families, by the house of their fathers, 
were two thousand and six hundred 
and thirty. 41 These are they that 
were numbered of the families of the 
sons of Gershon, of all that might do 
service in the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, whom Moses and Aaron 
did number according to the com- 
mandment of the Lorp. 42 And 
those that were numbered of the fa- 
milies of the sons of Merari, through- 
out their families, by the house of 
their fathers, 43 From thirty years 
old and upward even unto fifty years 
old, every one that entereth into the 
service, for the work in the tabernacle 
of the congregation, 44 Even those 
that were numbered of them after 
their families, were three thousand 
and two hundred. 45 These be those 
that were numbered cf the families 
of the sons of Merari, whom Moses 
and Aaron numbered according to 
the word of the Lorp by the hand 
of Moses. 46 All those that were 
numbered of the Levites, whom Mo- 
ses and Aaron and the chief of Israel 
numbered, after their families, and 
after the house of their fathers, 47 
From thirty years old and upward 
even unto fifty years old, every one 
that came to do the service of the 
ministry, and the service of the bur- 
den in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, 48 Even those that were 
numbered of them, were eight thou- 
sand and five hundred and fourscore. 
49 According to the commandment 
of the Lorp they were numbered by 
the hand of Moses, every one accord- 
ing to his service, and according to 
his burden: thus were they numbered 
of him: as the Lorp commanded 
Moses. 
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We have here a particular account of the 
numbers of the three families of the Levites 
respectively, that is, of the effective men, be- 
tween thirty years old and fifty. Observe, 1. 
The Kohathites were, in all, 8600 from a 
month old and upwards; but of these there 
were but 2750 serviceable men, not a third 
part. The Gershonites, in all, 7500, and of 
them but 2630 serviceable men, little more 
than a third part. Note, Of the many that 
add to the numbers of the church, there are 
comparatively but few that contribute to the 
service of it. So it has been, and so it is; 
many have a place in the tabernacle that de 
but little of the work of the tabernacle, Phil. 
ii. 20, 21. 2. That the Merarites were but 
6200 in all, and yet of these there were 3200 
serviceable men, that is, more than half. The 
greatest burden lay upon that family, the 
boards, and pillars, and sockets; and God so 
ordered it that, though they were the fewest 
in number, yet they should have the most 
able men among them; for whatever service 
God calls men to he will furnish them for it, 
and give strength in proportion to the work, 
grace sufficient. 3. The whole number of 
the able men of the tribe of Levi who entered 
into God’s host to war his warfare was but 
8580, whereas the able men of the other tribes 
that entered into the host of Israel to war 
their warfare were many more. The least of 
the tribes had almost four times as many 
able men as the Levites, and some of them 
more than eight times as many; for those 
that are engaged in the service of this world, 
and war after the flesh, are many more than 
those that are devoted to the service of God, 
and fight the good fight of faith. 


CHAP. V. 
In this chapter we have, I. An order, pursuant to the laws already 
made, for the removing of the unclean out of the camp, ver, 1—4. 
ll. A repetition of the laws concerning restitution, in case of 
wrong done to a neighbour (ver. 5—S), and concerning the 
appropriating of the hallowed things to the priests, ver. 9, 10. 
II. A new law made concerning the trial uf a wife suspected uf 
adultery, by the waters of jealuusy, ver. 11], &e. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Command the child- 
ren of Israel, that they put out of the 
camp every leper, and every one that 
hath an issue, and whosoever is 
defiled by the dead: 3 Both male 
and female shall ye put out, without 
the camp shall ye put them; that 
they defile not their camps, in the 
midst whereof I dwell. 4 And the 
children of Israel did so, and put 
them out without the camp: as the 
Lorp spake unto Moses, so did the 
children of Isracl. 5 And the Lorp 
spake unto Moses, saying, 6 Speak 
unto the children of Israel, When a 
man or woman shall commit any sin 
that men commit, to do a trespass 
against the Lorp, and that person 
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be guilty ; 7 Then they shall confess 
theirsin which they have done: and he 
shall recompense his trespass with the 
principal thereof, and add unto it the 
fifth part thereof, and give ¿t unto him 
against whom he hath trespassed. 8 
But if the man have no kinsman to 
recompense the trespass unto, let the 
trespass be recompensed unto the 
Lorn, even to the priest; beside the 
ram of the atonement, whereby an 
atonement shall be made for him. 9 
And every offering of all the holy 
things of the children of Israel, which 
they bring unto the priest, shall be 
his. 10 And every man’s hallowed 
things shall be his: whatsoever any 
man giveth the priest, it shall be his. 

Here is, I. A command for the purifying 
of the camp, by turning out from within its 
lines all those that were ceremonially un- 
clean, by issues, leprosies, or the touch of 
dead bodies, until they were cleansed accord- 
ing to the law, v. 2, 3. 

1. These orders are executed immediately, 
v.4. (1.) The camp was now newly-modelled 
and put in order, and therefore, to complete 
the reformation of it, it is next to be cleansed. 
Note, The purity of the church must be 
as carefully consulted and preserved as the 
peace and order of it. It is requisite, not 
only that every Israelite be confined to his 
own standard, but that every polluted Is- 
raelite be separated from it. The wisdom 
from above is first pure, then peaceable. (2.) 
God’s tabernacle was now fixed in the midst 
of their camp, and therefore they must be 
careful to keep it clean. Note, The greater 
profession of religion any house or family 
make the more they are obliged to put uway 
iniquity far from their tabernacle, Job xxii. 
23. The person, the place, in the midst of 
which God dwells, must not be defiled; for, 
if it be, he will be affronted, offended, and 
provoked to withdraw, 1 Cor. ili. 16, 17. 

2. This expulsion of the unclean out of 
the camp was to signify, (1.) What the go- 
vernors of the church ought to do: they must 
separate between the precious and the vile, and 
purge out scandalous persons, as old leaven 
(1 Cor. v. 8, 13), lest others should be in- 
fected and defiled, Heb. xii. 15. It is for the 
glory of Christ and the edification of his 
church that those who are openly and incor- 
rigibly profane and vicious should be put out 
and kept from Christian communion till they 
repent. (2.) What God himself will do in 
the great day: he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and gather out of his kingdom all things 
that offend. As here the unclean were shut 
cut of the camp, so into the new Jerusalem 
no unclean thing shall enter, Rev. xxi. 27. 

If. A law concerning restitution, in case 

580 


NUMBERS. 


B. C. 1490. 


of wrong done to a neighbour. It 1s called 
a sin that men commit (v. 6), because it is 
common among men; @ sin of man, that is, 
a sin against man, so it is thought it should 
be translated and understood. If aman over- 
reach or defraud his brother in any matter, it 
is to be looked upon as a trespass against 
the Lord, who is the protector of right, the 
punisher of wrong, and who strictly charges 
and commands us to do justly. Now what 
is to be done when a man’s awakened con- 
science charges him with guilt of this kind, 
and brings it to his remembrance though 
done long ago? 1. He must confess his sin, 
confess it to God, confess it to his neighbour, 
and so take shame to himself. If he have 
denied it before, though it go against the 
grain to own himself in a lie, yet he must do 
it; because his heart was hardened he denied 
it, therefore he has no other way of making 
it appear that his heart is now softened but 
by confessing it. 2. He must bring a sacri- 
fice, a ram of atonement, v. 8. Satisfaction 
must be made for the offence done to God, 
whose law is broken, as well as for the loss 
sustained by our neighbour; restitution in 
this case is not sufficient without faith and 
repentance. 3. Yet the sacrifices would not 
be accepted till full amends were made to the 
party wronged, not only the principal, but a 
fifth part added to it,v.7. It is certain that 
while that which is got by injustice is know- 
ingly retained in the hands the guilt of the 
injustice remains upon the conscience, and is 
not purged by sacrifice nor offering, prayers 
nor tears, for it is one and the same con- 
tinued act of sin persisted in. This law we 
had before (Lev. vi. 4), and it is here added 
that if the party wronged was dead, and he 
had no near kinsman who was entitled to the 
debt, or if it was any way uncertain to whom 
the restitution should be made, this should 
not serve for an excuse to detain what was 
unjustly gotten ; to whomsoever it pertained, 
it was certainly none of his that got it by sin, 
and therefore it must be given to the priest, 
v.3. If there were any that could make out 
a title to it, it must not be given to the priest 
(God hates robbery for burnt-offerings) ; but, 
if there were not, then it lapsed to the great 
Lord (0b defectum sanguinis—for want of is 

sue), and the priests were his receivers 

Note, Some work of piety or charity is a piece 
of necessary justice to be done by those who 
are conscious to themselves that they have 
done wrong, but know not how otherwise to 
make restitution; what is not our property 
will never be our profit. 

III. A general rule concermng hallowed 
things given upon this occasion, that, what- 
ever was given to the priest, his it shall be, 
v.9,10. 1. He that gave it was not to re- 
ceive his gift again upon any pretence what- 
soever. This law ratifies and confirms all 
grants for pious uses, that people might not 
give things to the priests in a fit of zeal, and 
then recal them in a fit of vexation. 2. The 
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other priests should not come im sharers with 
that priest who then officiated, and to whom 
the hallowed thing, whatever ıt was, was 
given. Let him that was most ready and 
diligent in attending fare the better for it. 1f 
he do the work, let him have the pay, and 
much good may it do him. 


11 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 12 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, and say unto them, If 
any man’s wife go aside, and commit 
a trespass against him, 13 And a 
man lie with her carnally, and it be 
hid from the eyes of her husband, 
and be kept close, and she be defiled, 
and there be no witness against her, 
neither she be taken with the manner ; 
.4 And the spirit of jealousy come 
upon him, and he be jeaious of his 
wife, and she be defiled: or if the 
spirit of jealousy come upon him, 
and he be jealous of his wife, and she 
be not defiled: 15 Then shall the 
man bring his wife unto the prest, 
and he shall bring her offering for 
her, the tenth part of an ephah of 
barley meal; he shall pour no oil 
upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; 
for it ¿s an offering of jealousy, an 
offering of memorial, bringing iniquity 
to remembrance. 16 And the priest 
shall bring her near, and set her be- 
fore the Lorp: 17 And the priest 
shall take holy water in an earthen 
vessel; and of the dust that is in the 
floor of the tabernacle the priest shall 
take, and put 7é into the water: 18 
And the priest shall set the woman 
before the Lorp, and uncover the 
woman’s head, and put the offering 
of memorial in her hands, which ts 
the jealousy offering: and the priest 
shall have in his hand the bitter water 
that causeth the curse: 19 And the 
priest shal. charge her by an oath, 
and say unto the woman, If no man 
have lain with thee, and if thou hast 
not gone aside to uncleanness with 
another instead of thy husband, be 
thou free from this bitter water that 
causcth the curse: 20 But if thou 
hast gone aside ło another instead of 
thy husband, and if thou be defiled, 
and some man have lain with thee 
beside thine husband: 21 Then the 
priest shall charge the woman with 
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an oath of cursing, and the priest 
shall say unto the woman, The Lord 
make thee a curse and an oath among 
thy people, when the Lorpdoth make 
thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell; 
22 And this water that causeth the 
curse shall go into thy bowels, to 
make thy belly to swell, and thy 
thigh to rot: And the woman shall 
say, Amen,amen. 23 And the priest 
shall write these curses in a book, 
and he shall blot them out with 
the bitter water: 24 And he shall 
cause the woman to drink the bitter 
water that causeth the curse: and 
the water that causeth the curse shall 
enter into her, and become bitter. 25 
Then the priest shall take the jealousy 
offering out of the woman’s hand, and 
shall wave the offering before the 
Lorp, and offer it upon the altar: 
26 And the priest shall take a hand- 
ful of the offering, even the memorial 
thereof, and burn 7é upon the altar, 
and afterward shall cause the woman 
to drink the water. 27 And when 
he hath made her to drink the water, 
then it shall come to pass, that, if 
she be defiled, and have done tres- 
pass against her husband, that the 
water that causeth the curse shall 
enter into her, and become bitter, and 
her belly shall swell, and her thigh 
shall rot: and the woman shall be a 
curse among her people. 28 And if 
the woman be not defiled, but be 
clean ; then she shall be free, and shall 
conceive seed. 29 This ts the law of 
jealousies, when a wife goeth aside to 
another instead of her husband, and 
is defiled; 30 Or when the spirit of 
jealousy cometh upon him, and he be 
jealous over his wife, and shall set the 
woman before the Lorp, and the 
priest shall execute upon her all this 
law. 31 Then shall the man be guilt- 
less from iniquity, and this woman 
shall bear her iniquity. 

We have here the law concerning the so- 
lemn trial of a wife whose husband was jealous 
of her. Observe, 

I. What was the case supposed: That a 
man had some reason to suspect his wife to 
have committed adultery, v. 12—14. Here, 
1. The sin of adultery is justly represented as 
an exceedingly sinful sin; it is going aside 
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from God, and virtue, and the good way, 
Prov. ii. 17. It is committing a trespass 
against the husband, robbing him of his ho- 
nour, alienating his right, introducing a spu- 
rious breed into his family to share with his 
children in his estate, and violating her co- 
venant with him. It is being defiled; for 
nothing poliutes the mind and conscience 
more than this sin does. 2. It is supposed 
to be a sin which great care is taken by the 
sinners to conceal, which there is no witness 
of. The eye of the adulterer waits for the 
twilight, Job xxiv. 15. And the adulteress 
takes her opportunity when the good man is 
not at home, Prov. vii. 19. It would not 
covet to be secret if it were not shameful; 
and the devil who draws sinners to this sin 
teaches them how to cover it. 3. The spirit 
of jealousy is supposed to come upon the 
husband, of which Solomon says, It is the 
rage of a man (Prov. vi. 34), and that it is 


cruel as the grave, Cant. vill. 6. 4. “Yet”. 


(say the Jewish writers) “he must make it 
appear thet he has some just cause for the 
suspicion.” The rule they give is, “ If the 
husband have said unto his wife before wit- 
nesses, ‘Be not thou in secret with such a 
man; and, notwithstanding that admonition, 
it is afterwards proved that she was in secret 
with that man, though her father or her bro- 
ther, then he may compel her to drink the 
bitter water.” But the law here does not tie 
him to that particular method of proving the 
just cause of his suspicion ; it might be other- 
wise proved. In case it could be proved that 
she had committed adultery, she was to be 
put to death (Lev. xx. 10); but, if it was un- 
certain, then this law took place. Hence, 
(1.) Let all wives be admonished not to give 
any the least occasion for the suspicion of 
their chastity; itis not enough that they ab- 
stain from the evil of uncleanness, but they 
must abstain from all appearance of it, from 
every thing that looks like it, or leads to it, 
or may give the least umbrage to jealousy; 
for how great a matter may a little fire kindle ! 
(2.) Let all husbands be admonished not to 
entertain any causeless or unjust suspicions 
of their wives. If charity in general, much 
more conjugal affection, teaches to think no 
evil, 1 Cor. xiii. 5. It is the happiness of the 
virtuous woman that the heart of her husband 
does sufely trust in her, Prov. xxxi. 11. 

II. What was the course prescribed in this 
case, that, if the suspected wife was innocent, 
she might not continue under the reproach 
and uneasiness of her husband’s jealousy, 
and, if guilty, her sin might find her out, and 
others might hear, and fear, and take warning. 

1. The process of the trial must be thus :— 
(1.) Her husband must bring her to the 
priest, with the witnesses that could prove 
the ground of his suspicion, and desire that 
she might be put upon her trial. The Jews 
say that the priest was first to endeavour to 
persuade her to confess the truth, saying to 
thie purport, “ Dear daughter, perhaps thou 

582 


NUMBERS. 


B. C. 1490. 


wast overtaken by drinking wine, or wast 
carried away by the heat of youth or the 
examples of bad neighbours; come, confess 
the truth, for the sake of his great name 
which is described in the most sacred cere- 
mony, and do not let it be blotted out with 
the bitter water.” If she confessed, saying, 
“I am defiled,” she was not put to death, 
but was divorced and lost her dowry; if she 
said, “I am pure,” then they proceeded. 
(2.) He must bring a coarse offering of bar- 
ley-meal, without oil or frankincense, agree- 
ably to the present afflicted state of his family; 
for a great affliction it was either to have 
cause to be jealous or to be jealous without 
cause. It is an offering of memorial, to sig- 
nify that what was to be done was intended 
as a religious appeal to the omniscience and 
justice of God. (3.) The priest was to pre- 
pare the water of jealousy, the holy water 
out of the laver at which the priests were to 
wash when they ministered; this must be 
rought in an earthen vessel, containing (they 
say) about a pint; and it must be an earthen 
vessel, because the coarser and plainer every 
thing was the more agreeable it was to the 
occasion. Dust must be put into the water, 
to signify the reproach she lay under, and 
the shame she ought to take to herself, putting 
her mouth in the dust; but dust from the 
floor of the tabernacle, to put an honour upon 
every thing that pertained to the place God 
had chosen to put his name there, and to 
keep up in the people a reverence for it; see 
John viii. 6. (4.) The woman was to be set 
before the Lord, at the east gate of the temple- 
court (say the Jews), and her head was to be 
uncovered, in token of her sorrowful condi- 
tion; and there she stood for a spectacle to 
the world, that other women might learn not 
to do after her lewdness, Ezek. xxiii. 48. 
Only the Jews say, “ Her own servants were 
not to be present, that she might not seem 
vile in their sight, who were to give honour 
to her; her husband also must be dismissed.” 
(5.) The priest was to adjure her to tell the 
truth, and to denounce the curse of God 
against her if she were guilty, and to declare 
what would be the effect of her drinking 
the water of jealousy, v. 19—22. He must 
assure her that, if she were innocent, the 
water would do her no harm, v. 19. None 
need fear the curse of the law if they have 
not broken the commands of the law. But, 
if she were guilty, this water would be poison 
to her, it would make her belly to swell and 
her thigh to rot, and she should be a curse 
or abomination among her people, v. 21, 22. 
To this she must say, Amen, as Israe. 
must do to the curses pronounced on mount 
Ebal, Deut. xxvii. 15—26. Some think 
the Amen, being doubled, respects both 
parts of the adjuration, both that which 
freed her if innocent and that which con- 
demned her if guilty. No woman, if she were 
guilty, could say Amen to this adjuration, 
and drink the water upon it, unless she dis 
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believed the truth of God or defied his justice, 
and hadeometosueh a pitch of impudence and 
hard-heartedness in sin as to challenge God 
Almighty to do his worst, and choose rather 
to venture upon his curse than to give him 
glory by making confession; thus has whore- 
dom taken away the heart. (6.) The priest 
was to write this curse im a scrip or scroll of 
parchment, verbatim—word for word, as he 
had expressed it, and then to wipe or scrape 
out what he had written into the water (v. 23), 
to signify that it was that curse which impreg- 
nated the water, and gave it its strength to 
effect what was intended. It signified that, 
if she were innocent, the curse should be 
blotted out and never appear against her, as 
it is written, Isa. xliii. 25, I am he that dlot- 
teth out thy transgression, and Ps. li. 9, Blot 
out my inigquities ; but that, if she were guilty, 
the curse, as it was written, being infused 
into the water, would enter into her bowels 
with the water, even /ike oil into her bones 
(Ps. cix. 18), as we read of a curse entering 
into a house, Zech. v. 4. (7.) The woman 
must then drink the water (w. 24); it is called 
the bitter water, some think because they put 
wormwood in it to make it bitter, or rather 
because it caused the curse. Thus sin is 
called an evil thing and a bitter for the same 
reason, because it causeth the curse, Jer. ii. 
19. If she had been guilty (and otherwise it 
did not eause the eurse), she was made to 
know that though her stolen waters had been 
sweet, and her bread eaten in secret pleasant, 
yet the end was bitter as wormwood, Prov. ix. 
17, and ch. v. 4. Let all that meddle with 
forbidden pleasures know that they will be 
bitterness in the latter end. The Jews say 
that if, upon denouncing the curse, the 
woman was so terrified that she durst not 
drink the water, but confessed she was defiled, 
the priest flung down the water, and cast her 
offering among the ashes, and she was divorced 
without dowry: if she confessed not, and 
yet would not drink, they forced her to it; 
and, if she was ready to throw it up again, 
they hastened her away, that she might not 
pollute the holy place. (8.) Before she drank 
the water, the jealousy-offering was waved 
and offered upon the altar (v. 25, 26); a 
handful of it was burnt for a memorial, 
and the remainder of it eaten by the priest, 
unless the husband was a priest, and then 
it was seattered among the ashes. This 
offering in the midst of the transaction sig- 
nified that the whole was an appeal to God, 
as a God that knows all things, and from 
whom no secret is hid. (9.) All things being 
thus performed according to the law, they 
were to wait the issue. The water, witha 
little dust put into it, and the scrapings ofa 
written parchment, had no natural tendency 
at all to do either good or hurt; but if God 
was thus appealed to in the way of an insti- 
tuted ordinance, though otherwise the inno- 
cent might have continued under suspicion 
and the guilty undiscovered, yet God would 
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so far own his own institution as that in a 
little time, by the miraculous operation of 
Providence, the innocency of the innocent 
should be eleared, and the sin of the guilty 
should find them out. [1.] If the suspected 
woman was really guilty, the water she drank 
would be poison to her (v. 37), her belly 
would swell and her thigh rot by a vile disease 
for vile deserts, and she would mourn at the 
last when her fiesh and body were consumed, 
Prov. v. 11. Bishop Patrick says, from 
some of the Jewish writers, that the effect of 
these waters appeared immediately, she grew 
pale, and her eyes ready to start out of her 
head. Dr. Lightfoot says that sometimes it 
appeared not for two or three years, but she 
bore no children, was sickly, languished, and 
rotted at last; it is probable that some indi- 
cations appeared immediately. The rabbin 
say that the adulterer also died in the same 
day and hour that the adulteress did, and in 
the same manner too, that his belly swelled, 
and his secret parts rotted: a disease perhaps 
not much unlike that which in these latter 
ages the avenging hand of a righteous God 
has made the scourge of uneleanness, and 
with whieh whores and whoremongers infect, 
and plague, and ruin one another, since they 
escape punishment from men. ‘The Jewish 
doctors add that the waters had this effect 
upon the adulteress only in case the husband 
had never offended in the same kind; but 
that, if he had at any time defiled the mar- 
riage-bed, God did not thns right him against 
his injurious wife; and that therefore in the 
latter and degenerate ages of the Jewish 
church, when uncleanness did abound, this 
way of trial was generally disused and laid 
aside; men, knowing their own erimes, were 
content not to know their wives’ crimes. 
And to this perhaps may refer the threatening 
(Hos. iv. 14), I will not punish your spouses 
when they commit adultery, for you yourselves 
are separated with whores. [2.] If she were 
innocent, the water she drank would be physic 
to her: She shall be free, and shall conceive 
seed, v.28. The Jewish writers magnify the 
good effects of this water to the innocent 
woman, that, to recompense her for the wrong 
done to her by the suspicion, she should, after 
the drinking of these waters, be stronger and 
look better than ever; if she was sickly, she 
should become healthful, should bear a man- 
child, and have easy labour. 

2. From the whole we may learn, (1.) ‘That 
secret sins are known to God, and sometimes 
are strangely brought to light in this life; 
however, there is a day coming when God 
will, by Jesus Christ, as here by the priest, 
judge the secrets of men according to the gos- 
pel, Rom. ii. 16. (2.) That, in particular, 
Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. 
The violation of conjugal faith and chastity 
is highly provoking to the God of heaven, 
and sooner or later it will be reckoned for. 
‘Though we have not now the waters of 
jealousy to be a sensible terror to the uv- 
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clean, yet we have a word from God which 
ought to be as great a terror, that if any man 
defile the temple of God, him shall God de- 
stroy, 1 Cor. iii. 17. (3.) That God will find 
out some way or other to clear the innocency 
of the inocent, and to bring forth their 
righteousness as the light. (4.) That to the 
pure ull things are pure, but to the defiled no- 
thing is so, ‘lit. i. 15. The same word is to 
some a savour of life unto life, to others a 
savour of death unto death, like those waters 
of jealousy, according as they receive it; the 
same providence is for good to some and for 
hurt to others, Jer. xxiv. 5,8,9. And, what- 
soeveritisintended for, it shall not return void. 


CHAP. VI. 


In thischaprer we have, I. The law concerming Nazarites, 1, What 
it was to which the vow of a Nazarite obliged him, ver. l—8. 2. 
A remedial tawin case a Nazarite happened to be polluted by 
the touch of a dead body, ver. 9—12. 3. The solemnity of his 
d'scharge when his time was up, ver. 13—21. 11. Instructions 
given to the priests how they should bless the people, ver. 22, &c 


Awe the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, and say unto them, 
When either man or woman shall se- 
parate themselves to vow a vow of a 
Nazarite, to separate themselves unto 
the Lorp: 3 He shall separate Aim- 
self from wine and strong drink, and 
shall drink no vinegar of wine, or 
vinegar of strong drink, neither shall 
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor cat 
moist grapes, or dried. 4 All the 
days of his separation shall he eat 
nothing that is made of the vine tree, 
from the kernels even to the husk. 5 
All the days of the vow of his separa- 
tion, there shall no razor come upon 
his head: until the days be fulfilled, 
in the which he separateth himself 
unto the Lor», he shall be holy, and 
shall let the locks of the hair of his 
head grow. 6 AH the days that he 
separateth himself unto the Lord he 
shall come at no dead body. 7 He 
shall not make himself unclean for 
his father, or for his mother, for his 
brother, or for his sister, when they 
die: because the consecration of his 
God is upon his head. 5 All the 
days of his separation he is holy unto 
the Lorp. 9 And if any man die 
very suddenly by him, and he hath 
defiled the head of his consecration ; 
then he shall shave his head in the 
day of his cleansing, on the seventh 
day shall he shave it. 10 Andon the 
cighth day he shall bring two turtles, 
or two young pigeons, to the priest, 
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to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: 11 And the priest shall 
offer the one for a sin offering, and 
the other for a burnt offering, and 
make an atonement for him, for that 
he sinned by the dead, and shall hal- 
low his head that same day. 12 And 
he shall consecrate unto the Lorp 
the days of his separation, and shall 
bring a lamb of the first year for a 
trespass offering: but the days that 
were before shall be lost, because his 
separation was defiled. 13 And this 
is the law of the Nazarite, when the 
days of his separation are fulfilled : 
he shall be brought unto the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation : 
14 And he shall offer his offering unto 
the Lorp, one he lamb of the first 
year without blemish for a burnt of- 
fering, and one ewe lamb of the first 
year without blemish for a sin offer- 
ing, and one ram without blemish for 
peace offerings, 15 And a basket of 
unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour 
mingled with oil, and wafers of un- 
leavened bread anointed with oil, and 
their meat offering, and their drink 
offerings. 16 And the priest shall 
bring them before the Lorp, and shall 
offer his sin offering, and his burnt 
offering: 17 And he shall offer the 
ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings 
unto the Lorp, with the basket of 
unleavened bread: the priest shall 
offer also his meat offering, and his 
drink offering. 18 And the Nazarite 
shall shave the head of his separation 
at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, and shall take the hair 
of the head of his separation, and put 
it in the fire which is under the sa- 
erifice of the peace offerings. 19 And 
the priest shall take the sodden shoul- 
der of the ram, and one unleavened 
cake out of the basket, and one un- 
leavened wafer, and shall put them 
upon the hands of the Nazarite, after 
the hair of his separation is shaven : 
20 And the priest shall wave them 
for a wave offering before the Lorn: 
this is holy for the priest, with the 
wave breast and heave shoulder: and 
after that the Nazarite may drink 
wine. 21 This is the law of the Na- 
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zarite who hath vowed, and of his 
offering unto the Lorp for his sepa- 
ration, beside that that his hand shall 
get: according to the vow which he 
vowed, so he must do after the law of 
his separation. 


After the law for the discovery and shame 
of those that by sin had made themselves vile, 
fitly follows this for the direction and encou- 
ragement of those who by their eminent 
piety and devotion had made themselves 
honourable, and distinguished themselves 
from their neighbours. It is very probable 
that there were those before the making of 
this law who went under the character of 
Nazarites, and were celebrated by that title 
as persons professing greater strictness and 
zeal in religion than other people; for the 
vow of a Nazarite is spoken of here as a thing 
already well known, but the obligation of it 
is reduced to a greater certainty than hitherto 
it had been. Joseph is called a Nazarite 
among his brethren (Gen. xlix. 26), not 
only because separate from them, but because 
eminent among them. Observe, 

I. The general character of a Nazarite : it 
is a person separated unto the Lord, v. 2. 
Some were Nazarites for life, either by divine 
designation, as Samson (Judg. xiii. 5), and 
John Baptist (Luke i. 15), or by their parents’ 
vow concerning them, as Samuel, 1 Sam. i. 
11. Of these this law speaks not. Others 
were so for a certain time, and by their own 
voluntary engagement, and concerning them 
rules are given by this law. A woman might 
bind herself with the vow of a Nasarite, 
under the limitations we find, ch. xxx. 3, 
where the vow which the woman is supposed 
to vow unto the Lord seems to be meant es- 
pecially of this vow. The Nazarites were, 1. 
Devoted to the Lord during the time of their 
Nazariteship, and, it is probable, spent much 
of their time in the study of the law, in acts 
of devotion, and instructing others. An air 
of piety was thereby put upon them, and 
upon their whole conversation. 2. They 
were separated from common persons and 
common things. Those that are consecrated 
to God must not be conformed to this world. 
They distinguished themselves, not only 
from others, but from what they themselves 
were before and after. 3. They separated 
themselves by vowing a vow. Every Israel- 
ite was bound by the divine law to love God 
with all his heart, but the Nazarites by their 
own act and deed bound themselves to some 
religious observances, as fruits and expressions 
of that love, which other Israelites were not 
boundto. Some such there were, whose spirits 
Godstirred up tobe in their day the ornaments 
of the church, the standard-bearers of religion, 
and patterns of piety. It is spoken of as a 
great favour to their nation that God raised up 
of their young men for Nazarites, Amos ii. 11. 


The Nazarites were known in the streets | 
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and respected as purer than snow, whiter than 
milk, Lam. iv. 7. Christ was called in re- 
proach a Nazarene, so were his followers: 
but he was no Nazarite according to this law; 
he drank wine, and touched dead bodies, yet 
in him this type had its accomplishment, for 
in him all purity and perfection met; and 
every true Christian is a spiritual Nazarite, 
separated by vow unto the Lord. We find 
St. Paul, by the persuasion of his friends, in 
complaisance to the Jews, submitting to this 
law of the Nazarites ; but at the same time it 
is declared that the Gentiles should observe 
no such thing, Acts xxi. 24,25. lt was looked 
upon as a great honour to a man to be a Na- 
zarite, and therefore if a man speak of it asa 
punishment, saying for instance, “ I will be 
a Nazarite rather than do so or so,” he is 
(say the Jews) a wicked man; but he that 
vows unto the Lord in the way of holiness 
to be a Nazarite, lo, the crown of his God is 
upon his head. 

II. The particular obligations that the 
Nazarites lay under. That the fancies of 
superstitious men might not multiply their 
restraints endlessly, God himself lays down 
the law for them, and gives them the rule of 
their profession. 

1. They must have nothing to do with the 
Sruit of the vine, v. 3, 4. They must drink 
no wine nor strong drink, nor eat grapes, no, 
not the kernel nor the husk; they might not 
so much as eat a raisin. The learned Dr. 
Lightfoot has a conjecture (Hor. Heb. in Luc. 
i. 15), that, as the ceremonial pollutions by 
leprosy and otherwise represented the sinful 
state of fallen man, so the institution of the 
order of Nazarites was designed to represent 
the pure and perfect state of man in inno- 
cency, and that the tree of knowledge, for- 
bidden to Adam, was the vine, and for that 
reason it was forbidden to the Nazarites, and 
all the produce of it. Those who gave the 
Nazarites wine to drink did the tempter’s 
work (Amos ii. 12), persuading them to that 
forbidden fruit. ‘That it was reckoned a per- 
fection and praise not to drink wine appears 
from the instance of the Rechabites, Jer. 
xxxv. 6. They were to drink no wine, (1.) 
That they might be examples of temperance 
and mortification. Those that separate them- 
selves to God and to his honour must not 
gratify the desires of the body, but keep it 
under and bring it into subjection. Drinking 
a little wine for the stomach’s sake is allowed, 
to help that, 1 Tim. v. 23. But drinking 
much wine for the palate’s sake, to please 
that, does by no means become those who 
profess to walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit. (2.) That they might be qualified 
to employ themselves in the service of God. 
They must not drink, lest they should forget 
the law (Prov. xxxi. 5), lest they should err 
through wine, Isa. xxvii. 7. Let all Christians 
oblige themselves to be very moderate in the 
use of wine and strong drink; for, if the love 
of these once gets the mastery of a man, he 
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becomes a very easy prey to Satan. It is 
observable that because they were to drink 
no wine (which was the thing mainly in- 
tended) they were to eat nothing that came 
of the vine, to teach us with the utmost care 
and caution to avoid sin and every thing that 
borders upon it and leads to it, or may be a 
temptation to us. Abstain from all appear- 
ance of evil, 1 Thess. v. 22. 

2. They must not cut their hair, v. 5. 
They must neither poll their heads nor shave 
their beards ; this was that mark of Samson’s 
Nazariteship which we often read of in his 
story. Now, (1.) This signified a noble neg- 
lect of the body and the ease and ornament 
of it, which became those who, being sepa- 
rated to God, ought to be wholly taken up 
with their souls, to secure their peace and 
beauty. It signified that they had, for the 
present, renounced all sorts of sensual plea- 
sures and delights, and resolved to live a life of 
self-denial and mortification. Mephibosheth 
in sorrow trimmed not his beard, 2 Sam. xix. 
24. (2.) Some observe that long hair is 
spoken of as a badge of subjection (1 Cor. xi. 
5, &c.); so that the long hair of the Na- 
zarites denoted their subjection to God, and 
their putting themselves under his dominion. 
(3.) By this they were known to all that met 
them to be Nazarites, and so it commanded 
respect. It made them look great without 
art; it was nature’s crown to the head, and 
a testimony for them that they had preserved 
their purity. For,ifthey had been defiled, their 
hair must have been cut, v.9. See Jer. vii. 29. 

3. They must not come near any dead 
body, v. 6, 7. Others might touch dead 
bodies, and contracted only a ceremonial 
pollution by it for some time; some must do 
it, else the dead must be unburied; but the 
Nazarites must not do it, upon pain of for- 
feiting all the honour of their Nazariteship. 
They must not attend the funeral of any re- 
lation, no, not father nor mother, any more 
than the high priest himself, because the con- 
secration of his God is upon his head. ‘Those 
that separate themselves to God must learn, 
(1.) To distinguish themselves, and do more 
than others. (2.) To keep their consciences 
pure from dead works, and not to touch the 
unclean thing. The greater profession of 
religion we make, and the more eminent we 
appear, the greater care we must take to 
avoid all sin, for we have so much the more 
honour to lose by it. (3.) To moderate their 
affections even to their near relations, so as 
not to let their sorrow for the loss of them 
break in upon their joy in God and submis- 
sion to his will. See Matt. vill. 21, 22. 

4. All the days of their separation they 
must be holy to the Lord, v.8. This was 
the meaning of those external observances, 
and without this they were of no account. 
The Nazarites must be devoted to God, em- 
ployed for him, and their minds intent upon 
him; they must keep themselves pure in 
teart and life, and be in every thing con- 
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formable to the divine image and will; this 
is to be holy, this is to be a Nazarite indeed. 

III. The provision that was made for the 
cleansing of a Nazarite, if he happened un- 
avoidably to contract a ceremonial pollution 
by the touch of a dead body. No penalty 
is ordered by this law for the wilful breach of 
the foregoing laws; for it was not supposed 
that a man who had so much religion as to 
make that vow could have so little as to break 
it presumptuously: nor could it be supposed 
that he should drink wine, or have his hair 
cut, but by his own fault ; but purely by the 
providence of God, without any fault of his 
own, he might be near a dead body, and that 
is the case put (v. 9): If a man die very sud- 
denly by him, he has defiled the head of his 
consecration. Note, Death sometimes takes 
men away very suddenly, and without any 
previous warning. A man might be well 
and dead in so little a time that the most 
careful Nazarite could not avoid being pol- 
luted by the dead body; so short a step is it 
sometimes, and so soon taken, from time to 
eternity God prepare us for sudden death! 
In this case, 1. He must be purified from 
the ceremonial pollution he had contracted, 
as others must, upon the seventh day, v. 9. 
Nay, more was required for the purifying of 
the Nazarite than of any other person that had 
touched a dead body; he must bring a sin- 
offering and a burnt-offering, and an atone- 
ment must be made for him, v. 10,11. This 
teaches us that sins of infirmity, and the 
faults we are overtaken in by surprise, must 
be seriously repented of, and that an appli- 
cation must be made of the virtue of Christ’s 
sacrifice to our souls for the forgiveness of 
them every day, 1 John ii. 1, 2. It teaches 
us also that, if those who make an eminent 
profession of religion do any thing to sully 
the reputation of their profession, more is 
expected from them than others, for the re- 
trieving both of their peace and of their credit 
2. He must begin the days of his separation 
again; for all that were past before his 
pollution, though coming ever so near the 
period of his time set, were lost, and not 
reckoned to him, v. 12. This obliged them 
to be very careful not to defile themselves by 
the dead, for that was the only thing that 
made them lose their time, and it teaches us 
that if a righteous man turn away from his 
righteousness, and defile himself with dead 
works, all his righteousness that he has done 
shall be lost to him, Ezek. xxxiii. 13. It 1s 
all lost, all in vain, if he do not persevere, 
Gal. iii. 4. He must begin again, and do his 
first works. 

IV. The law for the solemn discharge of a 
Nazarite from his vow, when he had com- 
pleted the time he fixed to himself. Before 
the expiration of that term he could not be 
discharged ; before he vowed, it was in his 
own power, but it was too late after the vow 
to make enquiry. The Jews say that the 
time of a Nazarite’s vow could not be less 
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than thirty days; and ifa man said, “ Į will | And, to grace the solemnity, it was common 
be a Nazarite but for two days,” yet he was | upon this occasion to have their friends to be 


bound for thirty ; but it should seem Paul’s|at charges with them, Acts xxi. 24. 


vow was for only seven days (Acts xxi. 27), 
or, rather, then he observed the ceremony of 
finishing that vow of Nazariteship from 
which, being at a distance from the temple, 
he had discharged himself some years before 
at Cenchrea only by the ceremony of cutting 
his hair, Acts xviii. 18. When the time of 
the vowed separation was out, he was to be 
made free, 1. Publicly, at the door of the 
tabernacle (v. 13), that all might take notice 
of the finishing of his vow, and none might 
be offended if they saw him now drink wine, 
who had so lately refused. 2. It was to be 
done with sacrifices, v. 14. Lest he should 
think that by this eminent picce of devotion 
he had made God a debtor to him, he is 
appointed, even when he had finished his 
vow, to bring an offering to God; for, when 
we have done our utmost in duty to God, still 
we must own ourselves benind-hand with him. 
He must bring one of each sort of theinstituted 
offerings. (1.) A burnt-offering, asan acknow- 
ledgment of God’s sovereign dominion over 
him and all he had still, notwithstanding his 
discharge from this particular vow. (2.) A 
sin-offering. This, though mentioned second 
(w. 14), yet seems to have been offered first 
(w. 16), for atonement must be made for our 
sins before any of our sacrifices can be 
accepted. And it is very observable that 
even the Nazarite, who in the eye of men was 
purer than snow and whiter than milk, yet 
durst not appear before the holy God without 
a sin-offering. Though he had fulfilled the 
vow of his separation without any pollution, 
yet he must bring a sacrifice for sin; for 
there is guilt insensibly contracted by the best 
of men, even in their best works—some good 
omitted, some ill admitted, which, if we were 
dealt with in strict justice, would be our ruin, 
and in consequence of which it is necessary 
for us to receive the atonement, and plead it 
as our righteousness before God. (3.) A 
peace-offering, in thankfulness to God who 
had enabled him to fulfil his vow, and in 
supplication to God for grace to preserve him 
from ever doing any thing unbecoming one 
that kad been once a Nazarite, remembering 
that, though he was now freed from the 
bonds of his own vow, he still remained 
under the bonds of the divine law. (4.) To 
these were added the meat-offerings and 
drink-offerings, according to the manner (v. 
15, 17), for these always accompanied the 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings: and, 
besides these, a baskct of unleavened cakes, 
and wafers. (5.) Part of the peace-offering, 
with a cake and wafer, was to be waved fora 
wave-offering (v. 19, 20); and this was a 
gratuity to the priest, who had it for his pains, 
after it had been first presented to God. (6.) 
Besides all this, he might bring his free-will 
offerings, such as his hand shall get, v. 21. 
More than this he might bring, but not less. 


Lastly, 
One ceremony more was appointed, which 
was like the cancelling of the bond when the 
condition is performed, and that was the 
cutting off of his hair, which had been suffered 
to grow all tlie time of his being a Nazarite, 
and burning it in the fire over which the 
peace-offerings were boiling, v. 18. This 
intimated that his full performance of his 
vow was acceptable to God in Christ the 
great sacrifice, and not otherwise. Learn 
hence to vow and pay to the Lord our God, 
for he has no pleasure in fools. 

22 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 23 Speak unto Aaron 
and unto his sons, saying, On this 
wise ye shall bless the children of Is- 
rael, saying unto them, 24 The Lorp 
bless thee, and keep thee: 25 The 
Lorp make his face shine upon thee, 
and be gracious unto thee: 26 The 
Lor lift up his countenance upon 
thee, and give thee peace. 27 And 
they shall put my name upon the 
children of Israel; and I will bless 


them. 

Here, I. The priests, among other good 
offices which they were to do, are appointed 
solemnly to bless the people in the name of 
the Lord, v. 23. It was part of their work, 
Deut. xxi. 5. Hereby God put an honour 
upon the priests, for the less is blessed of the 
better ; and hereby he gave great comfort 
and satisfaction to the people, who looked 
upon the priest as God’s mouth to them. 
Though the priest of himself could do no 
more than beg a blessing, yet being an inter- 
cessor by office, and doing that in his name 
who commands the blessing, the prayer 
carried with it a promise, and he pronounced 
it as one having authority with his hands 
lifted up and his face towards the people. 
Now, 1. This was a type of Christ’s errand 
into the world, which was to bless us (Acts 
ili. 26), as the high priest of our profession. 
The last thing he did on earth was with up- 
lifted hands to bless his disciples, Luke xxiv. 
50, 51. The learned bishop Pearson observes 
it as a tradition of the Jews that the priests 
blessed the people only at the close of the 
morning sacrifice, not of the evening sacri- 
fice, to show (says he) that in the last days, 
the days of the Messiah, which are (as it 
were) the evening of the world, the benedic- 
tion of the law should cease, and the blessing 
vf Christ should take place. 2. It was a 
pattern to gospel ministers, the masters ot 
assemblies, who are in like manner to dismiss 
their solemn assemblies with a blessing. The 
same that are God’s mouth to his people, tu 
teach and command them, are his mouth 
likewise to bless them; and those that receive 
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the law shall receive the blessing. The He- 
brew doctors warn the people that they say 
not, ‘‘ What availeth the blessing of this 
poor simple priest? For,” say they, “ the 
recciving of the blessing depends, not on the 
priest, but on the holy blessed God.” 

II A form of blessing is here prescribed 
them. In their other devotions no form was 
prescribed, but this being God’s command 
concerning benediction, that it might not 
look like any thing of their own, he puts 
the very words in their mouths, v. 24—26. 
Here observe, 1. That the blessing is 
commanded upon each particular person: 
The Lord bless thee. ‘They must each of 
them prepare tiemselves to receive the bless- 
ing, and then they should find enough in it 
to make them every man happy. Blessed 
shalt thou be, Deut. xxviii. 3. If we take 
the law to ourselves, we may take the blessing 
to ourselves, as if our names were inserted. 
2. That the name Jehovah is three times 
repeated in it, and (as the critics observe) each 
with a different accent in the original; the 
Jews themselves think there is some mystery 
in this, and we know what it is, the New 
Testament having explained it, which directs 
us to expect the blessing from the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Father, 
aud the communion of the Holy Ghost, each of 
which persons is Jehovah, and yet they are 
“not three Lords, but one Lord,” 2 Cor. 
xiii. 14. 3. That the favour of God is all 
in all ın this blessing, for that is the fountain 
of all good. (1.) The Lord bless thee! Our 
blessing God is only our speaking well of 
him; his blessing us is doing well for us; 
those whom he blesses are blessed indeed. 
(2.) The Lord make his face shine upon thee, 
alluding to the shining of the sun upon the 
earth, to enlighten and comfort it, and to 
renew the face of it. “The Lord love thee 
and cause thee to know that he loves thee.” 
We cannot but be happy if we have God’s 
love ; and we cannot but be easy if we know 
that we have it. (3.) The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee. This is to the same 
purport with the former, and it seems to 
allude to the smiles of a father upon his 
child, or of a man upon his friend whom he 
takes pleasure in. If God give us the as- 
surances of his special favour and his accept- 
ance of us, this will put gladness into the 
heart, Ps. iv. 7, 8. 4. That the fruits of 
this favour conveyed by this blessing are 
protection, pardon, and peace. (1.) Pro- 
tection from evil, v. 24. The Lord keep thee, 
for it is he that keeps Israel, and neither 
slumbers nor sleeps (Ps. cxxi. 4), and all 
believers are kept by the power of God. (2.) 
Pardon of sin, v. 25. ‘The Lord be gracious, 
or merciful, unto thee. (3.) Peace (v. 26), 
including all that good which goes to make 
up a complete happiness. 

IlI. God here promises to ratify and con- 
firm the blessing: They shall put my nameupon 
the children of Israel, v.27. God gives them 
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leave to make use of his name in blessing the 
people, and to bless them as his peoje, 
called by his name. This included all the 
blessings they could pronounce upon them, 
to mark them for God’s peculiar, the people 
of his choice and love. God’s name upon 
them was their honour, their comfort, their 
safety, their plea. We are called by thy name, 
leave us not. It is added, and I will bless 
them. Note, A divine blessing goes along 
with divine institutions, and puts virtue and 
efficacy into them. What Carist says of the 
peace is true of the biessing; when God’s 
ministers pronounce the blessing, “Peace to 
this congregation,” if the sons of peace and 
heirs of blessing be there, the peace, the 
blessing, shall rest upon them, Luke x. 5, 6. 
For in every place where God records his 
name he will meet his people and bless them. 
CHAP. VII. 


God having set up house (as it were) in the midst of the camp ol 
Israel, the princes of Israel here come a visiting with their pre- 
sents, as tenants to their landlord, in the name of their respective 
tribes. 1. They brought presents, 1. Upon the dedication of the 
tabernacle, for the service of that, ver. 1—9. 2. Upon the 
dedication of the altar, for the use of that, ver. 10—83. And, ll. 
God graciously signified his acceptance of them, ver. 89. The 
two foregoing chapters were the records of additional laws which 
God gave to Israel, this is the histery of the additional services 
which Israel performed to God. 


ND it came to pass on the day 
that Moses had fully set up the 
tabernacle, and had anointed it, and 
sanctified it, and all the instruments 
thereof, both the altar and all the 
vessels thereof, and had anointed 
them, and sanctified them; 2 That 
the princes of Israel, heads of the 
house of their fathers, who were the 
princes of the tribes, and were over 
them that were numbered, offered: 3 
And they brought their offering before 


ithe Lorp, six covered waggons, and 


twelve oxen; a waggon for two of the 
princes, and for each one an ox : and 
they brought them before the taber- 
nacle. 4 And the Lorp spake unto 
Moses, saying, 5 Take ¿t of them, 
that they may be to do the service of 
the tabernacle of the congregation ; 


‘and thou shalt give them unto the 


Levites, to every man according to 
his service. 6 And Moses took the 
waggons and the oxen, and gave them 
unto the Levites. 7 Two waggons 
and four oxen he gave unto the sons 
of Gershon, according totheir service: 
8 And four waggons and eight oxen he 
gave unto the sons of Merari, accord- 
ing unto their service, under the hand 
of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 
9 But unto the sons of Kohath he 


igave none: because the service of the 
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sanctuary belonging unto them was | 
that they should bear upon their 
shoulders. 


Here is the offering of the princes to the 
service of the tabernacle. Observe, 

I. When it was; not till it was fully set up, 
v. 1. When all things were done both about 
the tabernacle itself, and the camp of Israel 
which surrounded it, according to the direc- 
tions given, then they began their presents, 
probably about the eighth day of the second 
month. Note, Necessary observances must 
always take place of free-will offerings : first 
those, and then these. 

II. Who it was that offered: The princes 
of Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, 
v.2. Note, Those that are above others in 
power and dignity ought to go before others, 
and endeavour to go beyond them, in every 
thing that is good. The more any are ad- 
vanced the more is expected from them, on 
account of the greater opportunity they have 
of serving God and their generation. What 
are wealth and authority good for, but as 
they enable a man to do so much the more 
good in the world ? 

III. What was offered: six waggons, with 
each of them a yoke of oxen to draw them, 
v. 3. Doubtless these waggons were agree- 
able to the rest of the furniture of the taber- 
nacle and its appurtenances, the best of the 
kind, like the carriages which great princes 
use when they goin procession. Some think 
that God, by Moses, intimated to them what 
they should bring, or their own consideration 
perhaps suggested to them to make this pre- 
sent. Though God’s wisdom had ordained 
all the essentials of the tabernacle, yet it 
seems these accidental conveniences were 
jeft to be provided by their own discretion, 
which was to set in order that which was 
wanting (Tit. i. 5), and these waggons were 
not refused, though no pattern of them was 
shown to Moses in the mount. Note, It 
must not be expected that the divine insti- 
tution of ordinances should descend to all 
those circumstances which are determinable, 
and are fit to be left alterable, by human 
prudence, that wisdom which is profitable to 
direct. Observe, No sooner is the tabernacle 
fully set up than this provision 1s made for 
the removal of it. Note, Even when we are 
but just settled in the world, and think we 
are beginning to take root, we must be pre- 
paring for changes and removes, especially 
for the great change. While we are here in 
this world, every thing must be accommo- 
dated to a militant and movable state. When 
the tabernacle was framing, the princes were 
very generous in their offerings, for then 
they brought precious stones, and stones to be 
set (Exod. xxxv. 27), yet now they bring 
more presents. Note, Those that have done 
good should study to abound therein yet 
more and more, and not be weary of well- 
doing. 
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IV. How the offering was disposed of, and 
what use was made of it: the waggons and 
oxen were given to the Levites, to be used in 
carrying the tabernacle, both for their ease 
(for God would not have any of his servants 
overburdened with work), and for the more 
safe and right conveyance of the several 
parts of the tabernacle, which would be best 
kept togetuer, and sheltered from the weather, 
in waggons. 1. The Gershonites, that had 
the light carriage, the curtains and hangings, 
had but two waggons, and two yoke of oxen 
(w. 7); when they had loaded these, they 
must carry the rest, if any remained, upon 
their shoulders. 2. The Merarites, that 
had the heavy carriage, and that which was 
most unwieldy, the boards, pillars, sockets,&c., 
had four waggons, and four yoke of oxen 
allotted them (v. 8); and vet, if they had not 
more waggons of their own, they would be 
obliged to carry a great deal upon their 
backs too, for the silver sockets alone weighed 
100 talents, which was above four tons, and 
that was enough to load four waggons that 
were drawn but by one yoke of oxen a-piece. 
But each socket being a talent weight, which 
is about a man’s burden (as appears, 2 Kings 
v 23) probably they carried those on their 
backs, and put the boards and pillars into the 
waggons. Observe here, How God wisely 
and graciously ordered the most strength to 
those that had the most work. Each had 
waggons according to their service. What- 
ever burden God in his providence lays upon 
us, he will by his sufficient grace proportion 
the strength to it, 1 Cor. x. 13. 3. The 
Kohathites, that had the most sacred carriage, 
had no waggons at all, because they were to 
carry their charge upon their shoulders (v. 9), 
with a particular care and veneration. When 
in David’s time they carried the ark in a cart, 
God made thein to know to their terror, by 
the death of Uzza, that they did not seek him 
in the due order. See 1 Chron. xv. 13. 


10 And the princes offered for de- 
dicating of the altar in the day that it 
was anointed, even the princes offered 
their offering before the altar. 11 
And the Lorp said unto Moses, They 
shall offer their offering, each prince 
on his day, for the dedicating of the 
altar. 12 And he that offered his of- 
fering the first day was Nahshon the 
son of Amminadab, of the tribe of 
Judah: 13 And his offering was one 
silver charger, the weight thereof was 
a hundred and thirty shekels, one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, after 
the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them were full of fine flour mingled 
with oil for a meat offering: 14 One 
spoon of ten shekeds of gold, full of 
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incense: 15 One young bullock, one 
ram, one lamb of the first year, for a 
burnt offering: 16 One kid of the 
goats for a sin offering: 17 And for 
asacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of 
the first year: this was the offering of 
Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 18 
On the second day Nethaneel the 
son of Zuar, prince of Issachar, did 
offer: 19 He offered for his offering 
one silver charger, the weight whereof 
was a hundred and thirty shekels, one 
silver bowl of seventy shekels, after 
the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 20 One spoon 
of gold of ten shekels, full of incense : 
21 One young bullock, one ram, one 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt of- 
fering: 22 One kid of the goats for a 
sin offering: 23 And for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year: this was the offering of Ne- 
thaneel the son of Zuar. 24 On the 
third day Ehab the son of Helon, 
prince of the children of Zebulun, «did 
offer: 25 His offering was one sil- 
ver charger, the weight whereof was a 
hundred and thirty shekels, one silver 
bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary ; both of them 
full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
ameat offering: 26 One golden spoon 
of ten shekels, full of incense: 27 
One young bullock, one ram, one lamb 
of the first year, for a burnt offering : 
28 One kid of the goats for a sin of- 
fering: 29 And for a sacrifice of 
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year: this was the offering of Eliab 
the son of Helon. 30 On the fourth 
day Elizur the son of Shedeur, prince 
of the children of Reuben, did offer : 
31 His offering was one silver charger 
of the weight of a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: 
32 One golden spoon of ten shekels, 
full of incense: 33 One young bul- 


lock, one ram. one lamb of the first 
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year, for a burnt offering: 34 One 
kid ofthe goats for a sin offering: 35 
And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Ilizur the son of She- 
deur. 36 On the fifth day Shelumiel 
the son of Zurishaddai, prince of the 
children of Simeon, did offer: 37 His 
offering was one silver charger, the 
weight whereof was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of se- 
venty shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary; both of them full of fine 
flour mingled with oil for a meat of- 
fermg: 38 One golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of ncense: 39 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering: 40 One 
kid of the goats for a sin offering: 41 
And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Shelumiel the son of 
Zurishaddai. 42 On the sixth day 
Eliasaph the son of Deuel, prince of 
the children of Gad, offered: 43 His 
offering was one silver charger of the 
weight ofa hundred and thirty shekels, 
a silver bowl of seventy shekels, after 
the shekel of the sanctuary; both of 
them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 44 One golden 
spoon of ten shekels, full of incense : 
45 One young bullock, one ram, one 
lamb of the first year, for a burnt of- 
fering: 46 One kid of the goats for 
a sin offering: 47 And for a sacrifice 
of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, 
five he goats, five lambs of the first 
year: this was the offering of Eliasaph 
the son of Deuel. 48 On the seventh 
day Elishama the son of Ammihud, 
prince of the children of Ephraim, 
offered: 49 His offering was one sil- 
ver charger, the weight whereof was 
a hundred and thirty shekels, one sìl- 
ver bowl of seventy shekels, after the 
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them 
full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
a meat offering: 50 One golden spoon 
of ten shekels full of incense: 51 One 
young bullock, one ram, one lamb of 
the first year, for a burnt offering: 52 
One kid of the goats for a sin offer- 
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ing: 53 And fora sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year: 
this was the offering of Elishama the 
son of Ammihud. 54 On the eighth 
day offered Gamaliel the son of Pe- 
dahzur, prince of the children of Ma- 
nasseh: 55 His offering was one sil- 
ver charger of the weight of a hundred 
and thirty skekels, one silver bowl of 
seventy shekels, after the shekel of 
the sanctuary; both of them full of 
fine flour mingled with oil for a meat 
offering : 56 Gne golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full ofincense : 57 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering: 58 
One kid of the goats for a sin offer- 
ing: 59 And for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year : this 
was the offering of Gamaliel the son 
of Pedahzur. 60 On the ninth day 
Abidan the son of Gideoni, prince of 
the children of Benjamin, offered: 61 
His offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of se- 
venty shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary; both of them full of fine 
flour mingled with oil for a meat of- 
fering: 62 One golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense: 63 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
first year, for a burnt offering: 64 
One kid of the goats for a sin offer- 
ing: 65 And for a sacrifice of peace 
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he 
goats, five lambs of the first year: 
this was the offering of Abidan the 
son of Gideoni. 66 On the tenth day 
Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, 
prince of the children of Dan, offered: 
67 His offering was one silver charger, 
the weight whereof was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of se- 
venty shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary; both of them full of fine 
flour mingled with oil for a meat of- 
fering: 68 One golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense: 69 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first 
year, fora burnt offering: 70 T 
kid of the goats for a sin offering: 
And for a sacrifice of peace OHS 
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VI 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Ahiezer the son of 
i 72 On the eleventh 
day Pagiel the son of Ocran, prince of 
the children of Asher, offered: 73 His 
offering was one silver charger, the 
weight whereof was a hundred and 
thirty shekels, one silver bowl of se- 
venty shekels, after the shekel of the 
sanctuary; both of them full of fine 
flour mingled with oil for a meat of- 
fering: 74 One golden spoon of ten 
shekels, full of incense: 75 One young 
bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first 
year, for a burnt offering: 76 One kid 
of the goats for a sin offering: 77 
And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran. 
78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son 
of Enan, prince of the children of 
Naphtali, offered: 79 His offering 
was one silver charger, the weight 
whereof was a hundred and thirty 
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy 
shekels, after the shekel of the sanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: 
80 One golden spoon of ten shekeds, 
full of incense: 81 One young bul- 
lock, one ram, one lamb of the first 
year, for a burnt offering: 82 One 
kid of the goats for a sin offering: 83 
And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, 
two oxen, five rams, five he goats, 
five lambs of the first year: this was 
the offering of Ahira the son of 
Enan. 84 This was the dedication of 
the altar, in the day when it was 
anointed, by the princes of Israel: 
twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver 
bowls, twelve spoons of gold: 85 
Each charger of silver weighing a 
hundred and thirty shekels, each bowl 
seventy: all the silver vessels weighed 
twothousandand four hundred shekels, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary: 86 
The golden spoons were twelve, full of 
incense, weighing ten shekels apiece, 
after the shekel of the sanctuary : all 
the gold of the spoons was a hundred 
į and ‘twenty shekels. 87 All the oxen 


for the burnt offering were twelve 
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bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs 
of the first year twelve, with their 
meat offering: and the kids of the 
goats for sin offering twelve. 88 And 
all the oxen for the sacrifice of the 
peace offerings were twenty and four 
bullocks, the rams sixty, the he goats 
sixty, the lambs of the first year sixty. 
This was the dedication of the altar, 
after that it was anointed. 89 And 
when Moses was gone into the taber- 
nacle of the eongregation to speak 


with him, then he heard the voiee of 


one speaking unto him from off the 


merey seat that was upon the ark of 


testimony, from between the two 
cherubims: and he spake unto him. 


We have here an account of the great so- 
lemnity of dedicating the altars, both that of 
burnt-offerings and that of incense; they 
had been sanctified before, when they were 
anointed (Ley. viii. 10, 11), but now they 
were handselled, as it were, by the princes, 
with their free-will offerings. They began 
tue nse of them with rich presents, great ex- 
pressions of joy and gladness, and extraor- 
dinary respect to those tokens of God’s pre- 
sence with them. Now observe here, 

I. That the princes and great men were 
first and forwardest in the service of God. 
Those that are entitled to precedency should 
go before in good works, and that is true 
honour. Here is an example to the nobility 
and gentry, those that are in authority and 
of the first rank in their country; they ought 
to improve their honour and power, their 
estate and interest, for the promoting of re- 
ligion, and the service of God, in the places 
where they live. It is justly expected that 
those who have more than others should do 
more good than others with what they have, 
else they are unfaithful stewards, and will 
not make up their account with joy. Nay, 
great men must not only with their wealth 
and power assist and protect those that serve 
God, but they must make conscience of be- 
ing devout and religious themselves, and 
employing themselves in the exercises of 
piety, which will greatly redound to the ho- 
nour of God (Ps. exxxviii. 4, 5), and have a 
good influence upon others, who will be the 
more easily persuaced to acts of devotion 
when they sce them thus brought into repu- 
tation. It is certain that the greatest of men 
is less than the least of the ordinances of 
God; nor are the meanest services of reli- 
gion any disparagement to those that make 
the greatest figure in the world. 

Il. The offerings they brought were very 
rich and valuable, so rich that some think 
there was not so great a difference in estate 
between them and others as that they were 


able to bear the expense of them themselves, 
oon 
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but that the heads of each tribe contributed 
to the offering which their prince brought. 

1. They brought some things to remain 
for standing service, twelve large silver 
dishes, each about sixty ounces weight, as 
many large silver cups, or bowls, of about 
thirty-five ounces—the former to be used for 
the meat-offerings, the latter for the drink- 
offerings—the former for the flesh of the 
sacrifices, the latter for the blood. The 
latter was God’s table (as it were), and it was 
fit that so great a King should be served in 
plate. The golden spoons being filled with 
incense were intended, it is probable, for the 
service of the golden altar, for both the 
altars were anointed at the same time. Note, 
In works of piety and charity we ought to be 
generous according as our ability is. He 
that is the best should be served with the 
best we have. The Israelites indeed might 
well afford to part with their gold and silver 
in abundance to the service of the sanctuary, 
for they needed it not to buy meat and 
victual their camp, being daily fed with 
bread from heaven; nor did they need it to 
buy land, or pay their army, for they were 
shortly to be put in possession of Canaan. 

2. They brought some things to be used 
immediately, offerings of each sort, burnt- 
offerings, sin-offerings, and a great many 
peace-offerings (on part of which they were 
to feast with their friends), and the meat- 
offerings that were to be annexed to them. 
Hereby they signified their thankful accept- 
ance of, and cheerful submission to, all those 
laws concerning the sacrifices which God 
had lately by Moses delivered to them. And, 
though it was a time of joy and rejoicing, 
yet it is observable that still in the midst of 
their sacrifices we find a sin-offering. Since 
in our best services we are conscious to our- 
selves that there is a mixture of sin, itis fit 
that there should be even in our most joyful 
services a mixture of repentance. In all our 
approaches to God, we must by faith have an 
eye to Christ as the great sin-offering, and 
make mention of him. 

3. They brought their offerings each on a 
separate day, in the order that they had been 
lately put into, so that the solemnity lasted 
twelve days. So God appointed (w. 11): 
They shall bring their offering, each prince on 
his day, and so they did. One sabbath must 
needs fall within the twelve days, if not two, 
but it should seem they did not intermit on 
the sabbath, for it was holy work, proper 
enough for a holy day. God appointed that 
it should thus be done on several days, (1.) 
That the solemnity might be prolonged, and 
so might be universally taken notice of by 
all Israel, and the remembrance of 1t more 
effectually preserved. (2.) That an equal 
honour might thereby be put upon each 
tribe respectively; in Aaron’s breast-plate 
each had his precious stone, so in this offer- 
ing each had his day. (3.) Thus it would 
be dere more decently and in order; God 
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wor should not be done confusedly, and in 
a hurry; take time, and we shall have done 
the sooner, or at least we shall have done the 
better. (4.) God hereby signified how much 
pleased he is, and how much pleased we 
should be, with the exercises of piety and 
devotion. The repetition of them should be 
a continual pleasure to us, and we must not 
be weary of well doing. If extraordinary 
service be required to be done for twelve days 
together, we must not shrink from it, nor call 
it a task anda burden. (5.) The priests and 
Levites, having this occasion to offer the 
same sacrifices, and those some of every sort, 
every day, for so many days together, would 
have their hands well set in, and would be 
well versed in the laws concerning them. 
(6.) The peace-offerings were all to be eaten 
the same day they were offered, and two 
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five lambs, 
were enough for one day’s festival; had 
there been more, especially if all had been 
brought on one day, there might have been 
danger of excess. The virtue of temperance 
must not be left, under pretence of the reli- 
gion of feasting. 

4. All their offerings were exactly the 
same, without any variation, though it is 
probable that neither the princes nor the 
tribes were all alike rich; but thus it was in- 
timated that all the tribes of Israel had an 
equal share in the altar, and an equal interest 
in the sacrifices that were offered upon it. 
Though one tribe was posted more honour- 
ably in the camp than another, yet they and 
their services were all alike acceptable to 
God. Nor must we have the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ with respect to persons, 
Jam. ii. 1. 

5. Nahshon, the prince of the tribe of 
Judah, offered first, because God had given 
that tribe the first post of honour in the 
camp; and the rest of the tribes acquiesced, 
and offered in the same order in which God 
had appointed them to encamp. Judah, of 
which tribe Christ came, first, and then the 
rest; thus, in the dedication of souls to God, 
every man is presented in his own order, 
Christ the first-fruits, 1 Cor. xv. 23. Some 
observe that Nahshon is the only one that is 
not expressly called a prince (v. 12), which 
the Jews give this account of: he is not 
called a prince, that he might not be puffed 
up because he offered first; and all the 
others are called princes because they (though 
soine of them of the elder house) submitted, 
and offered after him. Or, because the title 
of prince of Judah did more properly belong 
to Christ, for unto him shall the gathering of 
the people be. 

6. Though the offerings were all the same, 
yet the account of them is repeated at large 
for each tribe, in the same words. We are 
sure there are no vain repetitions in scrip- 
ture; what then shall we make of these re- 
petitions? Might it not have served to say 
of this noble jury that the same offering 
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which their foreman brought each on his day 
bronght likewise? No, God would have it 
specified for each tribe: and why so? (1.) 
It was for the encouragement of these 
princes, and of their respective tribes, that 
each of their offerings being recorded at 
large no slight might seem to be put upon 
them; for rich and poor meet together be- 
fore God. (2.) It was for the encourage- 
ment of all generous acts of piety and charity, 
by letting us know that what is so given is 
lent to the Lord, and he carefully records it, 
with every one’s name prefixed to his gift, 
because what is so given he will pay again, 
and even a cup of cold water shall have its 
reward. He is not unrighteous, to forget 
either the cost or the labour of love, Heb. 
vi. 10. We find Christ taking particular 
notice of what was cast into the treasury, 
Mark xii. 41. Though what is offered be but 
little, though it be a contribution to the 
charity of others, yet if it be according to 
our ability it shall be recorded, that it may 
be recompensed in the resurrection of the 
just. 

7. The sum total is added at the foot of 
the account (v. 84—88), to show how much 
God was pleased with the mention of his 
freewill-offerings, and what a great deal 
they amounted to in the whole, when every 
prince brought in his quota! How greatly 
would the sanctuary of God be enriched and 
beautified if all would in their places do 
their part towards it, by exemplary purity 
and devotion, extensive charity, and uni- 
versal usefulness ! 

8. God signified his gracious acceptance 
of these presents that were brought him, by 
speaking familiarly to Moses, as a man 
speaks to his friend, from off the mercy-seat 
(v. 89, ch. xii. 8); and in speaking to him he 
did in effect speak to all Israel, showing 
them this token for good, Ps. ciii. 7. Note. 
By this we may know that God hears and 
accepts our prayers if he gives us grace to 
hear and receive his word, for thus our com- 
munion with him is maintained and kept up. 
I know not why we may not suppose that 
upon each of the days on which these offer- 
ings were brought (probably while the priests 
and offerers were feasting upon the peace- 
offerings) Moses was in the tabernacle, re- 
ceiving some of those laws and orders which 
we have already met with m this and the 
foregoing book. And here the excellent 
bishop Patrick observes that God’s speaking 
to Moses thus by an audible articulate voice, 
as if he had been clothed with a body, might 
be looked upon as an earnest of the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God in the fulness of 
time, when the Word should be made flesh, 
and speak in the language of the sons of 
men. For, however God at sundry times and 
in divers manners spoke unto the fathers, he 
has in these last days spoken unto us by his 
Son. And that he who now spoke to Moses, 
as the shechinuh or divine Majesty, from be- 
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tween the cherubim, was the eternal Word, 
the second person in the Trinity, was the 
pious conjecture of many of the ancients; 
tor all God’s communion with man is by his 
Son, by whom he made the world, and rules 
the church, and who is the same yesterday, 
to-dey, and for ever. 
CHAP. VIII. 


This chapter is concerning the lamps or lights of the sanctuary. I, 
The burning faimps in the candlesuck, which the priests were 
charged to tend, ver. 1—4, Jl. The hving lamps (if 1 may so 
call them), the Levites, who as ministers were burning and 
shining lights. The ordination of the priests we had an account 
of, Lev. vuis, Here we have an aceount of the ordination of the 
Levites, the inferiorclergy. 1. How they were purified, ver. 5—8. 
2. Ilow they were parted with hy the people, ver. 9,10. 3. How 
they were presented to God in lien of the firstborn, ver. 11—18. 
4. llow they were cunsigned to Aaron and his sons, to be minis- 
ters to them, ver. 19. 5. llow all these orders were duly exe- 
cuted, ver. 20—92. And, lastly, The age appointed for their 
ministration, ver. 23, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 

saying, 2 Speak unto Aaron, and 
say unto him, When thou lightest the 
lamps, the seven lamps shall give light 
over against the candlestick. 3 And 
Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps 
thereof over against the candlestick, 
as the Lorp commanded Moses. 4 
And this work of the candlestick was 
of beaten gold, unto the shaft thereof, 
unto the flowers thereof, was beaten 
work: according unto the pattern 
which the Lorp had showed Moses, 
so he made the candlestick. 


Directions were given long before this for 
the making of the golden candlestick (Exod. 
xxv. 31), and it was made according to the 
pattern shown to Moses in the mount, Exod. 
xxxvi. 17. But now it was that the lamps 
were first ordered to be lighted, when other 
things began to be used. Observe, 1. Who 
must light the lamps; Aaron himself, he 
lighted the lamps, v. 3. As the people’s 
representative to God, he thus did the office 
of a servant in God’s house, lighting his 
Master’s candle; as the representative of 
God to the people, he thus gave them the 
intimations of God’s will and favour, thus 
expressed (Ps. xviii. 28), Thou wilt light my 
candie ; and thus Aaron himself was now 
lately directed to bless the people, The Lord 
make his face to shine upon thee, ch. vi. 25. 
The commandment is a lamp, Prov. vi. 23 
The scripture is a light shining in a dark 
place, 2 Pet. 1.19. And a dark place indeed 
even the church would be without it, as the 
tabernacle (which had no window in it) with- 
out the lamps. Now the work of ministers 
is to L.ght these lamps, by expounding and 
applyir:g the word of God. The priest lighted 
the middie lanp from the fire of the altar, 
and the rest of the lamps he lighted one from 
another, which (says Mr. Ainsworth) signifies 
that the fountain of all light and knowledge 
is in Christ, who has the seven spirits of God 
figured by the seven lamps of fire (Rev. iv. 5), 
but that in the expounding of scripture one 
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passage must borrow light from another. He 
also supposes that, seven being a number ot 
perfection, by the seven branches of the can- 
dlestick is shown the full perfection of the 
scriptures, which are able to make us wise to 
salvation. 2. To what end the lamps were 
lighted, that they might give light over 
against the candlestick, that is, to that part of 
the tabernacle where the table stood, with 
the show-bread upon it, over against the can- 
dlestick. ‘They were not lighted like tapers 
in an urn, to burn to themselves, but to give 
light to the other side of the tabernacle, for 
therefore candles are lighted, Matt. v. 15. 
Note, The lights of the world, the lights of 
the church, must shine as lights. Therefore 
we have light, that we may give light. 


5 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 6 Take the Levites from 
among the children of Israel, and 
cleanse them. 7 And thus shalt 
thou do unto them, to cleanse them: 
Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, 
and let them shave all their flesh, and 
let them wash their clothes, and so 
make themselves clean. 8 Then let 
them take a young bullock with his 
meat offering, even fine flour mingled 
with oil, and another young bullock 
shalt thou take for a sin offering. 9 
And thou shalt bring the Levites be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion: and thou shalt gather the whole 
assembly of the children of Israel to- 
gether: 10 And thou shalt bring the 
Levites before the Lorp: and the 
children of Israel shall put their hands 
upon the Levites: 11 And Aaron 
shall offer the Levites before the 
Lorp for an offering of the children 
of Israel, that they may execute the 
service of the Lorp. 12 And the 
Levites shall lay their hands upon 
the heads of the bullocks: and thou 
shalt offer the one for a sin offering, 
and the other for a burnt offering, 
unto the Lorp, to make an atone- 
ment for the Levites. 13 And thou 
shalt set the Levites before Aaron, 
and before his sons, and offer them 
for an offering unto the Lorp. 14 
Thus shalt thou separate the Levites 
from among the children of Israel: 
and the Levites shall be mine. 15 
And after that shall the Levites go in 
to do the service of the tabernacle of 
the congregation: and thou shalt 
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cleanse them, and offer them for an 
offering. 16 For they are wholly given 
unto me from among the children of 
Israel; instead of such as open every 
womb, even instead of the firstborn 
of all the children of Israel, have I 
taken them unto me. 17 Forall the 
firstborn of the children of Israel are 
mine, both man and beast: on the 
day that I smote every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt I sanctified them for 
myself. 18 And I have taken the 
Levites for all the firstborn of the 
children of Israel. 19 And I have 
given the Levites as a gift to Aaron 
and to his sons from among the child- 
ren of Israel, to do the service of the 
children of Israel in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and to make an 
atonement for the children of Israel: 
that there be no plague among the 
children of Israel, when the children 
of [Ísrael come nigh unto the sanc- 
tuary. 20 And Moses, and Aaron, 
and ali the congregation of the child- 
ren of Israel, did to the Levites ac- 
cording unto all that the Lorp com- 
manded Moses concerning the Le- 
vites, so did the children of Israel 
untothem. 21 And the Levites were 
purified, and they washed their clothes; 
and Aaron offered them as an offer- 
ing before the Lorp; and Aaron made 
an atonement for them to cleanse 
them. 22 And after that went the 
Levites in to do their service in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before 
Aaron, and before his sons: as the 
Lorp had commanded Moses con- 
cerning the Levites, so did they unto 
them. 23 And the Lorp spake unto 
Moses, saying, 24 This is zt that be- 
longeth unto the Levites: from twenty 
aud five years old and upward they 
shall go in to wait upon the service 
of the tabernacle of the congregation : 
25 And from the age of fifty years 
they shall cease waiting upon the ser- 
vice thereof, and shall serve no more: 
26 But shall minister with their bre- 
thren in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, to keep the charge, and shall 
do no service. Thus shalt thou do 
unto the Levites touching their charge. | 

We read before of the separating of the 
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Levites from among the children of Israel 
when they were numbered, and the number- 
ing of them by themselves (ck. iii. 6, 15), that 
they might be employed in the service of the 
tabernacle. Now here we have directions 
given for ‘their solemn ordination (v. 6), and 
the performance of it, v. 20. All Israel must 
know that they took not this honour to them- 
selves, but were called of God to it; nor was 
it enough that they were distinguished from 
their neighbours, but they must be solemnly 
devoted to God. Note, All that are em- 
ployed for God must be dedicated to him, 
according as the degree of the employment is. 
Christians must be baptized, ministers must 
be ordained; we must first give ourselves 
unto the Lord, and then our services. Ob- 
serve in what method this was done: 

I. The Levites must be cleansed, and were 
so. The rites and ceremonies of their 
cleansing were to be performed, 1. By them- 
selves. They must wash their clothes, and 
not only bathe, but shave all their flesh, as 
the leper was to do when he was cleansed, 
Lev. xiv. 8. They must cause a razor to 
pass over all their flesh, to clear themselves 
from that defilement which would not wash 
off. Jacob, whom God loved, was a smooth 
man ; it was Esau that was hairy. ‘The great 
pains they were to take with themselves to 
make themselves clean teaches all Christians, 
and ministers particularly, by repentance and 
mortification, to cleanse themselves from all 
filthiness of flesh and spirit, that they may 
perfect holiness. ‘Those must be clean that 
bear the vessels of the Lord. 2. By Moses. 
He must sprivkle the water of purifying vpou 
them, which was prepared by divine direction. 
This signified the application of the blood of 
Christ to our souls by faith, to purify us 
from an evil conscience, that we may be fit to 
serve the living God. It is our duty to 
cleanse ourselves, and God’s promise that he 
will cleanse us. 

II. The Levites, being thus prepared, must 
be brought before the Lord in a solemn as- 
sembly of all Israel, and the children of Israel 
must put their hands upon them (v. 10), so 
transferring their interest in them and in 
their service (to which, as a part, the whole 
body of the people was entitled) to God and 
to his sanctuary. They presented them to 
God as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable, 
to perform a reasonable service; and there- 
fore, as the offerers in all other cases did, 
they laid their hands upon them, desiring 
that their service might be accepted in lieu 
of the attendance of the whole congrega- 
tion, particularly the first-born, which they 
acknowledge God might have insisted on. 
This will not serve to prove a power in the 
people to ordain ministers; for this imposi- 
tion of hands by the children of Israel upon 
the Levites did not make them ministers of 
the sanctuary, but only signified the people’s 
parting with that tribe out of their militia, 
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being made ministers by Aaron, who was to 
offer them before the Lord. All the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel could not 
lay hands on them, but it is probable that 
the rulers and elders did it as the repre- 
sentative body of the people. Some think 
that the first-born did it because in their 
stead the Levites were consecrated to God. 
Whatever God calls for from us to serve his 
own glory by, we must cheerfully resign it, 
lay our hands upon it, not to detain it but 
to surrender it, and let it go to him that is 
entitled to it. 

III. Sacrifices were to be offered for them, 
a sin-offering first (v. 12), and then a burnt- 
offering, to make an atonement for the Le- 
vites, who, as the parties concerned, were to 
lay their hands upon the head of the sacri- 
fices. See here, 1. That we are all utterly 
unworthy and unfit to be admitted into and 
employed in the service of God, till atone- 
ment be made for sin, and thereby our peace 
made with God. ‘That interposing cloud 
must be scattered before there can be any 
comfortable communion settled between God 
and our souls. 2. That it is by sacrifice, by 
Christ the great sacrifice, that we are recon- 
ciled to God, and made fit to be offered to 
him. It is by him that Christians are sanc- 
tified to the work of their Christianity, and 
ministers to the work of their ministry. The 
learned bishop Patrick’s notion of the sacri- 
fice offered by the Levites is that the Levites 
were themselves considered as an expiatory 
sacrifice, for they were given to make atone- 
ment for the children of Israel (v. 19), and 
yet not being devoted to death, any more 
than the first-born were, these two sacrifices 
were substituted in their stead upon which 
therefore they were to lay their hands, that 
the sin which the children of israel laid upon 
them (w. 10) might be transferred to these 
beasts. 

IV. The Levites themselves were offered 
before the Lord for an offering of the children 
of Israel, v. 11. Aaron gave them up to 
God, as being first given up by themselves, 
and by the children of Israel. The original 
word signifies a wave-offering, not that they 
were actually waved, but they were presented 
to God as the God of heaven, and the Lord 
of the whole earth, as the wave-offerings 
were. And in calling them wave-offerings 
it was intimated to them that they must con- 
tinually lift up themselves towards God in 
his service, lift up their eyes, lift up their 
hearts, and must move to and fro with readi- 
ness in the business of their prefession. They 
were not ordained to be idle, but to be active 
and stirring. 

V. God kere declares his acceptance of 
them: The Levites shall be mine, v. 14. God 
took them instead of the first-born (w. 16—18), 
of which before, ch. iii. 41. Note, What is 
in sincerity offered to God shall be graciously 
owned and accepted by him. And his mi- 
nisters who have obtained mercy of him to 

596 


NUMBERS. 


B. C. 1490. 


be faithful have particular marks of favour 
and honour put upon them: they shall be 
mine, and then (v. 15) they shall go in to do 
the service of the tabernacle. God takes 
them for his own, that they may serve him. 
All that expect to share in the privileges of 
the tabernacle must resolve to do the service 
of the tabernacle. As, on the one hand, 
none of God’s creatures are his necessary 
servants (he needs not the service of any of 
them), so, on the other hand, none are taken 
merely as honorary servants, to do nothing. 
All whom God owns he employs; angels 
themselves have their services. 

VI. They are then given asa gift to Aaron 
and his sons (v. 19), yet so as that the benefit 
accrued to the children of Israel. 1. The 
Levites must act under the priests as attend- 
ants on them, and assistants to them, in the 
service of the sanctuary. Aaron offers them 
to God (w. 11), and then God gives them 
back to Aaron, v. 19. Note, Whatever we 
give up to God, he will give back to us un- 
speakably to our advantage. Our hearts, 
our children, our estates, are never more 
ours, more truly, more comfortably ours, 
than when we have offered them up to God. 
2. They must act for the people. They were 
taken to do the service of the children of 
Israel, that is, not only to do the service 
which they should do, but to serve their in- 
terests, and do that which would really re- 
dound to the honour, safety, and prosperity 
of the whole nation. Note, Those that faith- 
fully perform the service of God do onc of the 
best services that can be done to the public ; 
God’s ministers, while they keep within the 
sphere of their office and conscientiously dis- 
charge the duty of it, must be looked upon 
as some of the most useful servants of thcir 
country. The children of Israel can as ill 
spare the tribe of Levi as any of their tribes. 
But what is the service they do the children 
of Israel ? It follows, it is to make an atone- 
ment for them, that there be no plague among 
them. It was the priests’ work to make 
atonement by sacrifice, but the Levites made 
atonement by attendance, and preserved the 
peace with heaven which was made by sacri- 
fice. If the service of the priests in the 
tabernacle had been left to all the first-born 
of Israel promiscuously, it would have been 
either neglected or done unskilfully and ir- 
reverently, being done by those that were 
not so closely tied to it, nor so diligently 
trained to it, nor so constantly used to it, as 
the Levites were; and this would bring a 
plague among the children of Israel—meaning, 
perhaps, the death cf the first-born them- 
selves, which was the last and greatest of 
the plagues of Egypt. ‘To prevent this, and 
to preserve the atonement, the Levites were 
appointed to do this service, who should 
be bred up to it under their parents from 
their infancy, and therefore would be well 
versed in it; and so the children of Israel, 
that is, the first-born, should not need to 


B.C 1490. 


come nigh to the sanctuary; or, when any 
Israelites had occasion, the Levites would 
be ready to instruct them, and introduce 
them, and so prevent any fatal miscarriage 
or mistake. Note, It is a very great kind- 
ness to the church that ministers are ap- 
pointed to go before the people in the things 
of God, as guides, overseers, and rulers, in 
religious worship, and to make that their 
business. When Christ ascended on high, 
he gave these gifts, Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12. 

VII. The time of their ministration is fixed. 
1. They were to enter upon the service at 
twenty-five years old, v. 24. They were not 
charged with the carrying of the tabernacle 
and the utensils of it till they were thirty 
years old, ch. iv. 3. But they were entered 
to be otherwise serviceable at twenty-five 
years old, a very good age for ministers to 
begin their public work at. The work then 
required that strength of body and the work 
now requires that maturity of judgment and 
steadiness of behaviour which inen rarely 
arrive at till about that age; and novices are 
in danger of being lifted up with pride. 2. 
They were to have a writ of ease at fifty years 
old; then they were to return from the war- 
fare, as the phrase is (w. 25), not cashiered 
with disgrace, but preferred rather to the rest 
which their age required, to be loaded with 
the honours of their office, as hitherto they 
had been with the burdens of it They shall 
minister with their brethren in the tabernacle, 
to direct the junior Levites, and set them in; 
and they shall keep the charge, as guards 
upon the avenues of the tabernacle, to see 
that no stranger intruded, nor any person in 
his uncleanness, but they shall not be put 
upon any service which may be a fatigue to 
them. If God’s grace provide that men shall 
have ability according to their work, man’s 
prudence should take care that men have 
work only according to their ability. The 
aged are most fit for trusts, and to keep the 
charge; the younger are most fit for work, 
and to do the service. ‘Those that have used 
the office of a servant well purchase to them- 
selves a good degree, 1 Tim. iii. 13. Yet in- 
deed gifts are not tied to ages (Job xxxii. 9), 
but all these worketh that one and the self- 
same Spirit. Thus was the affair of the Le- 
vites settled. 

CHAP. IX. 


This chapter is, I. Concerning the great ordinance of the passover ; 
1. Orders given for the observance of it, atthe return of the year, 
ver. 1—5. 2. Provisos added iu regard to such as should be ce- 
remonially unclean, or otherwise disabled, at the time when the 
passover was to be kept, ver. 6—14. 1l. Concerming the great 
favour of the pillar of cloud, which was a guide to Israel through 
the wilderness, ver. 15, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
first month of the second year after 
they were come out of the land of 
Egypt, saying, 2 Let the children of 
Israel also keep the passover at his 
appointed season. 3 In the fourteenth 
day of this month, at even, ye shall 
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keep it in his appointed season: ac- 
cording to all the rites of it, and ac- 
cording to all the ceremonies thereof, 
shall ye keep it. 4 And Moses spake 
unto the children of Israel, that they 
should keep the passover. 5 And they 
kept the passover on the fourteenth 
day of the first month at even in the 
wilderness of Sinai: according to all 
that the Lorp commanded Moses, so 
did the children of Israel. 6 And 
there were certain men, who were de- 
filed by the dead body of a man, that 
they could not keep the passover on 
that day: and they came before Mo- 
ses and before Aaron on that day: 7 
And those men said unto him, We 
are defiled by the dead body of a 
man: wherefore are we kept back, 
that we may not offer an offering of 
the Lorp in his appointed season 
among the children of Israel? 8 
And Moses said unto them, Stand 
still, and I will hear what the Lorp 
will command concerning you. 9 And 
the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 
10 Speak unto the children of Israel, 
saying, If any man of you or of your 
posterity shall be unclean by reason 
of a dead body, or bein a journey 
afar off, yet he shall keep the pass- 
over unto the Lorp. 11 The four- 
teenth day of the second month at 
even they shall keep it, and eat it 
with unleavened breadand bitter herbs. 
12 They shall leave none of it unto 
the morning, nor break any bone of 
it: according to all the ordinances of 
the passover they shall keep it. 13 
But the man that is clean, and is not 
in a journey, and forbeareth to keep 
the passover, even the same soul shall 
be cut off from among his people: 
because he brought not the offering of 
the Lorp in his appointed season, 
that man shall bear his sin. 14 And 
if a stranger shall sojourn among you, 
and will keep the passover unto the 
Lorn; according to the ordinance of 
the passover, and according to the 
manner thereof, so shall he do: ye 
shall have one ordinance, both for the 
stranger, and for him that was born in 
the land. 


Here we have, 
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I. An order given for the solemnization of 
the passover, the day twelvemonth after they 
rame out of Egypt, on the fourteenth day of 
the first month of the second year, some days 
before they were numbered, for that was done 
in the beginning of the second month. Ob- 
serve, 1. God gave particnlar orders for the 
keeping of this passover, otherwise (it shonld 
seem) they would not have kept it, for, in 
the first institution of this ordinance, it was 
appointed to be kept when they should come 
into the land of promise, Exod. xii. 25. And, 
for aught that appears, after this they kept 
no passover till they came to Canaan, Josh. 
v.10. This was an early indication of the 
abolishing of the ceremonial institutions at 
last, that, so soon after they were first ap- 
pointed, some of them were suffered to lie 
asleep for so many years. The ordinance of 
the Lord’s supper (which came in the room 
of the passover) was not thus intermitted or 
set aside in the first days of the Christian 
church, though those were days of greater 
difficulty and distress than Israel knew in the 
wilderness ; nay, in the times of persecution, 
the Lord’s supper was celebrated more fre- 
quently than afterwards. The Israelites in 
the wilderness could not forget their deli- 
verance out of Egypt, their present state was 
a constant memorandum of it to them. All 
the danger was when they came to Canaan ; 
there therefore they had need to be reminded 
of the rock out of which they were hewn. 
However, because the first passover was cele- 
brated in a hurry, and was rather the sub- 
stance itself than the sign, it was the will of 
God that at the return of the year, when they 
were more composed, and better acquainted 
with the divine law, they should observe it 
again, that their children might more dis- 
tinctly understand the solemnity and the 
better remember it hereafter. Calvin sup- 
poses that they were obliged to keep it now, 
and notes it as an instance of their careless- 
ness that they had need to be reminded of 
an institution which they so lately received. 
2. Moses faithfully transmitted to the people 
the orders given him, v. 4. Thus Paul de- 
livered to the churches what he received of 
the Lord concerning the gospel passover, 1 
Cor. xi. 23. Note, Magistrates must be moni- 
tors, and ministers must stir up men’s minds 
by way of remembrance to that which is good. 
3. The people observed the orders given 
them, v. 5. Though they had lately kept the 
feast of dedication (ch. vii.), yet they did not 
desire to excuse themseives with that from 
keeping this feast. Note, Extraordinary per- 
formances must not supersede or jostle out 
our stated services. ‘They kept the passover 
even in the wilderness : though our condition 
be solitary and unsettled, yet we must keep 
ap our attendanee on God by holy ordinances 
as we have opportunity, for in them we may 
find the best conversation and the best repose. 
Thus is God’s Israel provided for in a desert. 


II. Instruetions given concerning those 
598 


NUMBERS. 


n.c. 1490. 


that were ceremonially unclean when they 
were to eat the passover. The law of the 
passover required every Israelite to eat of it. 
Some subsequent laws had forbidden those 
that had contracted any ceremonial pollution 
to eat of the holy things; those whose minds 
and consciences are defiled by sin are utterly 
unfit for communion with God, and cannot 
partake, with any true comfort, of the gospel 
passover, till they are cleansed by truc repent- 
ance and faith: and a sad dilemma they are 
in ; if they come not to holy ordinances, they 
are guilty of a contempt of them ; if they do 
come in their pollution, they are guilty of a 
profanation of them. They must therefore 
wash, and then compass God’s altar. Now, 

1. Here is the case that happened in Israel 
when this passover was to be kept: Certain 
men were defiled by the dead body of a man 
(v. 6), and they lay under that defilement 
seven days (ch. xix. 11), and in that time might 
not eat of the holy things, Lev. vii. 20. This 
was not their iniquity, but their infelicity : 
some persons must touch dead bodies, to 
bury them out of sight, and therefore they 
could, with the better grace, bring their com- 
plaint to Moses. 

2. The application made to Moses by the 
persons concerned, v.7. Note, It is people’s 
wisdom, in difficult cases concerning sin and 
duty, to consult with their ministers whom 
God has set over them, and to ask the law at 
their mouth, Mal. ii. 7. These means we 
must use in pursuance of our prayers to God 
to lead us in a plain path. Observe with 
what trouble and concern these men com- 
plained that they were kept back from offer- 
ing to the Lord. They did not complain of 
the law as unjust, but lamented their unhap- 
piness that they fell under the restraint of it 
at this time, and desired some expedient 
might be found out for their relief. Note, It 
is a blessed thing to see people hungering 
and thirsting after God’s ordinances, and to 
hear them complaining of that which prevents 
their enjoyment of them. It should be a 
trouble to us when by any occasion we are 
kept back from bringing our offering in the 
solemnities of a sabbath or a sacrament, as it 
was to David when he was banished from 
the altar, Ps. xlii. 1, 2. 

3. The deliberation of Moses in resolving 
this case. Here seemed to be law against 
law; and, though it is a rule that the latter 
law must explain the former, yet he pitied 
these Israelites that were thus deprived of the 
privilege of the passover, and therefore took 
time to consult the oracles, and to know what 
was the mind of God in this case: I will hear 
what the Lord will command concerning you, 
v. 8. Ministers must take example hence in 
resolving cases of conscience. (1.) They must 
not determine rashly, but take time to con- 
sider, that every circumstance may be daly 
weighed, the ease viewed in a true light, and 
gpiritual things compared with spiritual. (2.) 
They must ask counsel at God’s mouth, and not 
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determine according to the bias of their own 
fancy or affection, but impartially, according 
to the mind of God, to the best of their know- 
ledge. We have no such oracle to consult as 
Moses had, but we must have recourse to the 
law and the testimony, and speak according to 
that rule; and if, in difficult cases, we take time 
to spread the matter in particular before God 
by humble believing prayer, we have reason to 
hope that the Spirit who is promised to lead 
us into all truth will enable us to direct others 
in the good and right way. 

4, The directions which God gave in this 
case, and in other similar cases, explanatory 
of the law of the passover. ‘This disagreeable 
accident produced good laws. (1.) Those 
that happened to be ceremonially unclean at 
the time when the passover should be eaten 
were allowed to eat it that day month, when 
they were clean; so were those that happened 
to be in a journey afar off, v. 10,11. See 
here, [1.] That when we are to attend upon 
God in soleran ordinances it is very neces- 
sary both that we be clean and that we 
be composed. [2.] That that may excuse 
the deferring of a duty for a time which yet 
will ‘not justify us in the total neglect and 
omission of it. He that is at variance with 
his brother may leave his gift before the altar, 
while he goes to be reconciled to his brother ; 
but when he has done his part towards it, 
whether it be effected or no, he must come 
again and offer his gift, Matt. v. 23, 24. 
This secondary passover was to be kept on 
the same day of the month with the first, be- 
cause the ordinance was a memorial of their 
deliverance on that day of the month. Once 
we find the whole congregation keeping the 
passover on this fourteenth day of the second 
month, in Hezekiah’s time (2 Chron. xxx. 
15), which perhaps may help to account for 
the admission of some that were not clean to 
the eating of it. Had the general passover 
been kept in the first month, the unclean 
might have been put off till the second; but, 
that being kept in the second month, they 
had no warrant to eat it in the third month, 
and therefore, rather than not eat of it at all, 
they were admitted, though not cleansed ac- 
cording to the purification of the sanctuary, v. 
19, 20. (2.) Whenever the passover was kept 
in the second month, all the rites and cere- 
monies of it must be strictly observed, v.12. 
They must not think that, because the time 
was dispensed with, any part of the solemnity 
of it might be abated ; when we cannot do as 
we would we must do the utmost we can in 
the service of God. (3.) This allowance in a 
case of necessity would by no means coun- 
tenance or indulge any in their neglect to 
keep the passover at the time appointed, when 
they were not under the necessity, v. 13. 
When a person is under no incapacity to eat 
the passover in the appointed time, if he neg- 
lects it then, upon the presumption of the 
liberty granted by this law, he puts an affront 
upon God, impiously abuses his kindness, and 
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he shall certainly bear his sin, and be cut off 
from his people. Note, As those who against 
their minds are forced to absent themselves 
from God’s ordinances may comfortably ex- 
pect the favours of God’s grace under their 
affliction, so those who of choice absent them- 
selves may justly expect the tokens of God’s 
wrath for their sin. Be uot deceived, God is 
not mocked. (4.) Here is a clause added in 
favour of strangers, v.14. Though it was 
requisite that the stranger who would join 
with them in eating the passover should be 
circumcised as a proselyte to their religion 
(Exod. xii. 48, 49), yet this kind admission 
of those that were not native Israelites to eat 
the passover was an intimation of the favour 
designed for the poor Gentiles by Christ. As 
then there was one law, so in the days of the 
Messiah there should be one gospel, for the 
stranger and for him that was born in the 
land; for in every nation he that fears God 
and works righteousness is accepted of him, 
and this was a truth before Peter perceived 
it, Acts x. 34, 35. 

15 And on the day that the taber- 
nacle was reared up the cloud covered 
the tabernacle, namely, the tent of 
the testimony; and at even there was 
upon the tabernacle as it were the 
appearance of fire, until the morning. 
16 So it was alway: the cloud covered 
it by day, and the appearance of fire 
by night. 17 And when the cloud 
was taken up from the tabernacle, 
then after that the children of.Israel 
journeyed: and in the place where 
the cloud abode, there the children 
of Israel pitched their tents. 18 At 
the commandment of the Lorp the 
children of Israel journeyed, and at 
the commandment of the Lorp they 
pitched: as long as the cloud abode 
upon the tabernacle they rested in 
their tents. 19 And when, the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many 
days, then the children of Israel kept 
the charge of the Lorp,and journeyed 
not. 20 And so it was, when the 
cloud was a few days upon the taber- 
nacle; according to the command- 
ment of the Lor» they abode in their 
tents, and according to the command- 
ment of the Lorp they journeyed. 
21 And so it was, when the cloud 
abode from even unto the morning, 
and that the cloud was taken up in 
the morning, then they journeyed: 
whether if was by day or by night 
that the cloud was taken up, they 
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journeyed. 22 Or whether it were 
two days, or a month, or a year, that 
the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, 
remaining thereon, the children of Is- 
rael abode in their tents, and jour- 
neyed not: but when it was taken 
up, they journeyed. 23 At the com- 
mandment of the Lorp they rested 
in the tents, and at the command- 
ment of the Lorp they journeyed: 
they kept the charge of the Lorp, at 
the commandment of the Lorp by 
the hand of Moses. 


We have here the history of the cloud ; not 
a natural history: who knows the balancings 
of the clouds ? but a divine history of a cloud 
that was appointed to be the visible sign 
and symbol of God’s presence with Israel. 

I. When the tabernacle was finished this 
cloud, which before had hung on high over 
their camp, settled upon the tabernacle, and 
covered it, to show that God manifests his 
presence with his people in and by his ordi- 
nances ; there he makes himself known, and 
to them we must look if we would see the 
beauty of the Lord, Ps. xxvii. 4; Ezek. xxxvii. 
26, 27. Thus God glorified his own appoint- 
ments, and signified his acceptance of his 
people’s love and obedience. 

II. That which appeared as a cloud by day 
appeared as a fire all night. Had it been a 
cloud only, it would not have been visible by 
night; and, had it been a fire only, it would 
have been scarcely discernible by day; but 
God would give them sensible demonstrations 
of the constancy of his presence with them, 
and his care of them, and that he kept them 
night and day, Isa. xxvii. 3; Ps. exxi.6. And 
thus we are taught to set God always before 
us, and to see him near us both night and 
day. Something of the nature of that divine 
revelation which the Old-Testament church 
was governed by might also be signified by 
these visible signs of God’s presence, the cloud 
denoting the darkness and the fire the terror 
of that dispensation, in comparison with the 
more clear and comfortable discoveries God has 
made of his glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

III. This pillar of cloud and fire di- 
rected and determined all the motions, 
marches, and encampments, of Israel in the 
wilderness. 1. As long as the cloud rested 
upon the tabernacle, so long they continued 
in the same place, and never stirred ; though 
no doubt they were very desirous to be press- 
ing forward in their journey towards Canaan, 
where they longed to be and hoped to be 
quickly, yet as long as the cloud rested, if it 
was a month or a year, so long they rested, 
v. 22. Note, He that believeth doth not 
make haste. There 1s no time lost while we 
are waiting God’s time. It is as acceptable a 
piece of submission to the will of God to sit 
still contentedly when our lot requires it as 
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to work for him when we are called to it. 2. 
When the cloud was taken up, they removed, 
how comfortably soever they were encamped, 
v. 17. Whether it moved by day or night, 
they delayed not to attend its motions (v. 21), 
and probably there were some appointed to 
stand sentinel day and night within sight of 
it, to give timely notice to the camp of its 
beginning to stir, and this is called keeping 
the charge of the Lord. The people, being 
thus kept at a constant uncertainty, and 
having no time fixed for stopping or re- 
moving, were obliged to hold themselves in 
constant readiness to march upon very short 
warning. And for the same reason we are 
kept at uncertainty concerning the time of 
our putting off the earthly house of this ta- 
bernacle, that we may be always ready to 
remave at the commandment of the Lord. 3. 
As long and as far as the cloud moved, so 
long and so far they marched, and just where 
it abode they pitched their tents about it, 
and God’s tent under it, v. 17. Note, It is 
uncomfortable staying when God has depart- 
ed, but very safe and pleasant going when 
we see God go before us and resting where 
he appoints us to rest. This is repeated 
again and again in these verses, because it 
was a constant miracle, and often repeated, 
and what never failed in all their travels, and 
because it is a matter which we should take 
particular notice of as very significant and 
instructive. It is mentioned long after by 
David (Ps. cv. 39), and by the people of God 
after their captivity, Neh. ix. 19. And the 
guidance of this cloud is spoken of as signi- 
fying the guidance of the blessed Spirit. 
Isa. lxii. 14, The Spirit of the Lord caused 
him to rest, and so didst thou lead thy peaple. 
This teaches us, (1.) The particular care God 
takes of his people. Nothing could be more 
expressive and significant of God’s tender- 
ness of Israel than the guidance of this cloud 
was ; it led them by the right way (Ps. cvii. 
7), went on their pace: God did by it, as it 
were, cover them with his feathers. We are 
not now to expect such sensible tokens of 
the divine presence and guidance as this was, 
but the promise is sure to all God’s spiritual 
Israel that he will guide them by his counsel 
(Ps. lxxiii. 24), even unto death (Ps. xlviii. 14), 
that all the children of God shali be led by 
the Spirit of God (Rom. vii. 14}, that he 
will direct the paths of those who in all their 
ways acknowledge him, Prov. iii. 6. ‘There is 
a particular providence conversant about all 
their affairs, to direct and overrule them for 
the best. The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, Ps. xxxvii. 23. (2.) The par- 
ticular regard we ought to have to God in 
all our ways. In our affections and actions 
we must follow the direction of his word and 
Spirit ; all the motions of our souls must be 
guided by the divine will; at the command- 
ment of the Lord our hearts should always 
move and rest; ın all our affairs we must 
follow Providence, reconciling ourselves to 
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all its disposals, and bringing our mind to 
our condition, whatever it is. ‘The people of 
Israel, having the cloud for their guide, were 
eased of the trouble of holding councils of 
war, to consider when and whither they 
should march, which might have occasioned 
strifes and debates among them: nor needed 
they to send spies before to inform them of 
the posture of the country, or pioneers to 
clear the way, or officers to mark out their 
camp; the pillar of cloud did all this for 
them: and those that by faith commit their 
works to-the Lord, though they are bound to 
the prudent use of means, yet may in like 
manner be easy in the expectation of the 
event. “Father, thy will be done; dispose 
of me and mine as thou pleasest ; here I am, 
desirous to be found waiting on my God con- 
tinually, to journey and rest at the command- 
ment of the Lord. What thou wilt, and 
where thou wilt, only let me be thine, and 
always in the way of my duty.” 


CHAP. X. 


In this chapter we have, l. Orders given about the making and 
using of silver trumpets, which seems to have been the Jast of all 
the commandments God gave upon mount Sinai, and one of the 
least, yet not without its siguificancy, ver. 1—10. H. The his- 
tory of the removal of Israel's camp from mount Sinai, and their 
orderly march into the wilderness of Paran, ver. 11—23. III. 
Moses’s treaty with Hobah, his hrother-in-law, ver. 29—32. 1V. 
Moses’s prayer at the removing and resting of the ark, ver. 
33, &e. 

ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Make thee two trum- 

pets of silver; of a whole piece shalt 
thou make them: that thou mayest 
use them for the calling of the assem- 
bly, and for the journeying of the 
camps. 3 And when they shall blow 
with them, all the assembly shall as- 
semble themselves to thee at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

4 And if they blow but with one 

trumpet, ther. the princes, which are 

heads of the thousands of Israel, 

shall gather themselves unto thee. 5 

When ye blow an alarm, then the 

camps that lie on the east parts shall 

go forward. 6 When ye blow an 
alarm the second time, then the camps 
that lie on the south side shall take 
their journey: they shall blow an 
alarm for their journeys. 7 But when 
the congregation is to be gathered to- 
gether, ye shall blow, but ye shall not 
sound an alarm. 8 And the sons of 
Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the 
trumpets; and they shall be to you 
for an ordinance for ever throughout 
your generations. 9 And if ye go to 
war in your land against the enemy 
that oppresseth you, then ye shall 
blow an alarm with the trumpets; 
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and ye shall be remembered before 
the Lorp your God, and ye shall be 
saved from your enemies. 10 Also in 
the day of your gladness, and in your 
solemn days, and in the beginnings of 
your months, ye shall blow with the 
trumpets over your burnt offerings. 
and over the sacrifices of your peace 
offerings; that they may be to you for 
a memorial before your God: I am 
the Lorn your God. 


We have here directions concerning the 
public notices that were to be given to the 
people upon several occasions by sound of 
trumpet. In a thing of this nature, one 
would think, Moses needed not to have been 
taught of God: his own reason might teach 
him the conveniency of trumpéts; but the 
constitution of Israel was to be in every thing 
divine, and therefore even in this matter, small 
asitseems. Moses is here directed, 1. About 
the making of them. They must be made of 
silver; not cast but of beaten work (as some 
read it), the matter and shape, no doubt, very 
fit for the purpose. He was now ordered to 
make but two, because there were but two 
priests to use them. But in Solomon’s time 
we read of 120 priests sounding with trumpets, 
2 Chron.v. 12. The form of these trumpets is 
supposed to have been much like ours at this 
day. 2. Who were to make use of them ; not 
any inferior person, but the priests themselves, 
the sons of Aaron, v. 8. As great as they 
were, they must not think it a disparagement 
to them to be trumpeters in the house of 
God; the meanest office there was honour- 
able. ‘This signified that the Lord’s ministers 
should lift up their voice like a trumpet, to 
show people their sins (Isa. lviii. 1), to call 
them to Christ, Isa. xxvii. 13. 3. Upon 
what occasions the trumpets were to be 
sounded. (1.) For the calling of assem- 
blies, v. 2. Thus they are told to blow the 
trumpet in Zion for the calling of a solemn 
assembly together, to sanctify a fast, Joel 
ii. 15. Public notice ought to be given of 
the time and place of religious assemblies ; 
for the invitation to the benefit of ordinances 
is general: whoever will, let him come. Wis- 
dom cries in the chief places of concourse. 
But, that the trumpet might not give an un- 
certain sound, they are directed, if only the 
princes and elders were to meet, to blow but 
one of the trumpets; less should serve to 
call them together, who ought to be examples 
of forwardness in any thing that is good: 
but, if the body of the people were to be 
called together, both the trumpets must be 
sounded, that they might be heard at the 
greater distance. In allusion to this, they 
are said to be blessed that hear the joyful 
sound (Ps. Ixxxix. 15), that is, that are invited 
and called upon to wait upon God in public 
ordinances, Ps. cxxii. 1. And the general 
601 


| 
| 
| 
i 


The removai of the camp. 


NUMBERS. 


B Cc. 1490. 


assembly at the great day will be summoned | religious exercises when we take pleasure in 
by the sound of the archangel’s trumpet, Matt. | them. Holy work should be done with holy joy. 


xxiv. 31. (2.) For the journeying of the 
camps, to give notice when each squadron 
must move; for no man’s voice could reach 
to give the word of command : soidiers with 
us that are well disciplined may be exercised 
by beat of drums. When the trumpets were 
blown for this purpose, they must sound an 
alarm (v. 5), a broken, quavering, interrupted 
sound, which was proper to excite and en- 
courage the minds of people in their marches 
against their enemies; whereas a continued 
equal sound was more proper for the calling 
of the assembly together (w. 7): yet when 
the people were called together to deprecate 
God’s judgments we find an alarm sounded, 
Joel ii. 1. At the first sounding, Judah’s 
squadron marched, at the second Reuben’s, 
at the third Ephraim’s, at the fourth Dan’s, 
v. 5, 6. And’ some think that this was ın- 
tended to sanctify ther marches, for thus 
were proclaimed by the priests, who were 
God’s mouth to the people, not only the 
divine orders given them to move, but the 
divine blessing upon them ın all their mo- 
tions. He that hath ears, let him hear that 
God is with them of a truth. King Abiiah 
valued himself and his army very much upon 
this (2 Chron. xii. 12°, God himseif is with 
us for our captain, and his priests with 
sounding trumpets  (3.) For the animating 
and encouraging of their armies, when they 
went out in battle (v 9). “If you go to war, 
Siow with the trumpets, signifying thereby 
your appeal to heaven for the decision of the 
controversy, and your prayer to God to give 
you victory ; and God will own this his own 
institution, and you shall be remembered before 
the Lord your God.” God will take notice 
of this sound of the trumpet, and be engaged 
to fight their battles, and let all the people 
take notice of it, and be encouraged to fight 
his, as David, when he heard a sound of a 
going upon the tops of the mulberry trees. 
Not that God needed to be awaked by sound 
of trumpet any more than Christ needed to 
be awaked, by his disciples in the storm, 
Matt. vill. 25. But where he intends mercy 
it is his will that we should solicit it; minis- 
ters must stir up the good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ to fight mantuliy against sin, the 
world, and the devil, by assuring them that 
Christ is the captain of their salvation, and 
will tread Satan under their feet. (4.) For 
the solemnizing of their sacred feasts. v. 10. 
One of their feasts was called a memorial of the 
blowing of trumpets, Lev. xxiii. 23, &c. And 
it should seem they were thus to grace the 
solemnity of all their feasts (Ps. lxxxi. 3), and 
their sacrifices (2 Chron. xxix. 27), to inti- 
mate with what joy and delight they per- 
formed their duty to God, and to raise the 
minds of those that attended the services to 
a holy triumph in the God they worshipped. 
And then their performances were for a me- 
mea before God ; for he takes pleasure in our 
02 


11 And it came to pass on the 
twentieth day of the second month, 
in the second year, that the cloud was 
taken up from off the tabernacle of 
the testimony. 12 And the children 
of Israel took their journeys out of 
the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud 
rested in the wilderness of Paran. 13 
And they first took their journey ac- 
cording to the commandment of the 
Loxp by the hand of Moses. 14 In 
the first place went the standard of 
the camp of the children of Judah ac- 
cording to their armies: and over his 
host was Nahshon the son of Ammi- 
nadab. 15 And over the host of the 
tribe of the children of Issachar was 
Nethaneel the son of Zuar. 16 And 
over the host of the tribe of the child- 
ren of Zebulun was Eliab the son of 
Helon. (7 And the tabernacle was 
taken down; and the sons of Ger- 
shon and the sons of Merari set for- 
ward, bearing the tabernacle. 18 And 
the standard of the camp of Reuben 
set forward according to their armies: 
and over his host was Elizur the son 
of Shedeur. 19 And over the host 
of the tribe of the children of Simeon 
was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 
20 And over the host of the tribe of 
the children of Gad was Ehasaph the 
son of Deuel. 21 And the Kohathites 
set forward, bearing the sanctuary: 
and the other did set up the taber- 
nacle against they came. 22 And the 
standard of the camp of the children 
of Ephraim set forward according to 
their armies: and over his host was 
Elishama the son of Ammihud. 23 
And over the host of the tribe of the 
children of Manasseh was Gamaliel 
the son of Pedahzur. 24 And over 
the host of the tribe of the children 
of Benjamin was Abidan the son of 
Gideoni. 25 And the standard of the 
camp of the children of Dan set for- 
ward, which was the rereward of all 
the camps throughout their hosts: 
and over his host was Ahiezer the 
son of Ammishaddai. 26 And over 
the host of the tribe of the children 
of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ocran. 
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27 And over the host of the tribe of | their march, according to the late model. 1. 


the children of Naphtali was Ahira 
the son of Enan. 28 Thus were the 
journeyings of the children of Israel 
according to their armies, when they 
set forward. 


Here is, I. A general account of the re- 
moval of the camp of Israel from mount 
Sinai, before which mountain it had lain now 
about a year, in which time and place a great 
deal of memorable business was done. Of 
this removal, it should seem, God gave them 
notice some time before (Deut. i. 6, 7): You 
have dwelt long enough in this mountain, turn 
you and take your journey towards the land of 
promise. The apostle tells us that mount 
Sinai genders to bondage (Gal. iv. 24), and 
signifies the law there given, which is of use 
mdeed as a schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, yet we must not rest in it, but ad- 
vance towards the joys and liberties of the 
children of God, for our happiness is con- 
ferred not by the law, but by promise. Ob- 
serve, 1. The signal given (v.11): The cloud 
was taken up, and we may suppose it stood 
for some time, till they were ready to march; 
and a great deal of work it was to take down 
all those tents, and pack up all those goods 
that they had there; but every family being 
employed about its own, and all at the same 
time, many hands made quick work of it. 
2. The march began: They took their journey 
according to the commandment of the Lord, 
and just as the cloud led them, v.13. Some 
think that mention is thus frequently made 
ın this and the foregoing chapter of the com- 
mandment of the Lord, guiding and governing 
them in all their travels, to obviate the ca- 
lumny and reproach which were afterwards 
thrown upon Israel, that they tarried so long 
m the wilderness, because they had lost 
thernselves there, and could not find the way 
out. No, the matter was not so; in every 
stage, in every step, they were under divine 
direction; and, if they knew not where they 
were, yet he that led them knew. Note, 
Those that have given up themselves to the 
direction of God’s word and Spirit steer a 
steady course, even when they seem to be 
bewildered. While they are sure they cannot 
lose their God and guide, they need not fear 
losing their way. 3. The place they rested 
in, after three days’ march: They went out 
of the wilderness of Sinai, and rested in the 
wilderness of Paran. Note, All our removals 
in this world are but from one wilderness to 
another. The changes which we think will 
be for the better do not always prove so; 
while we carry about with us, wherever we 
go, the common infirmities of human nature, 
we must expect, wherever we go, to meet 
with its common calamities; we shall never 
be at rest, never at home, till we come to 
heaven, and all will he well there. 

II. A particular draught of the order of 


Judah’s squadron marched first, v. 14—16. 
The leading standard, now lodged with that 
tribe, was an earnest of the sceptre which in 
David’s time shguld be committed to it, and 
looked further to the captain of our saivation, 
of whom it was likewise foretold that unto 
him should the gathering of the people be. 2. 
Then came those two families of the Levites 
which were entrusted to carry the tabernacle. 
As soon as ever the cloud was taken np, the 
tabernacle was taken down, and packed up 
for removing, v.17. And here the six wag- 
gons came laden with the more bulky part of 
the tabernacle. This frequent removing of 
the tabernacle in all their journeys signified 
the movableness of that ceremonial dispensa- 
tion. That which was so often shifted would 
at length vanish away, Heb. viii. 13. 3. 
Reuben’s squadron marched forward next, 
taking place after Judah, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, v. 18—20. 4. 
Then the Kohathites followed with their 
charge, the sacred furniture of the tabernacle, 
in the midst of the camp, the safest and most 
honourable place, v.21. And they (that is, 
says the margin, the Gershonites and Me- 
rarites) did set up the tabernacle against they 
came ; and perhaps it is expressed thus ge- 
nerally because, if there was occasion, not 
those Levites only, but the other Israelites 
that were in the first squadron, lent a hand 
to the tabernacle to hasten the rearing of it 
up, even before they set up their own tents. 
5. Ephraim’s squadron followed next after 
the ark (v. 22—24), to which some think the 
psalmist alludes when he prays (Ps. lxxx. 2), 
Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
the three tribes that composed this squadron, 
stir up thy strength (and the ark is called his 
strength, Ps. lxxviii. 61), aud come and save 
us. 6. Dan’s squadron followed last, v. 
25—27. Itis called the rearward, or gather- 
ing host, of all the camps, because it gathered 
up all that were left behind; not the women 
and children (these we may suppose were 
taken care of by the heads of their families 
in their respective tribes), but all the unclean, 
the mixed multitude, and all that were weak 
and feeble, and cast behind in their march. 
Note, He that leadeth Joseph like a flock 
has a tender regard to the hindmost (Ezek 

xxxiv. 16), that cannot keep pace with the 
rest, and of all that are yiven him he will lose 
none, John xvii. 11. 


29 And Moses said unto Hobab, 
the son of Raguel the Midianite, 
Moses’ father in law, We are jour- 
neying unto the place of which the 
Lorp said, I will give it you: come 
thou with us, and we will do thee 
good : for the Lor» hath spoken good 
concerning Israel. 30 And he said 


unto him, I will not go; but I will 
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depart to mine own land, and to my 
kindred. 32 And he said, Leave us 
not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou 
knowest how we are to encamp in the 
wilderness, and thou mayest be to us 
instead of eyes. 32 And it shall be, 
if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, 
that what goodness the Lorp shall 
do unto us, the same will we do unto 
thee. 33 And they departed from 
the mount of the Lorp three days’ 
journey: and the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorn went before them in the 
three days’ journey, to search out a 
resting place for them. 34 And the 
cloud of the Lorp was upon them 
by day, when they went out of the 
eamp. 35 Andit came to pass, when 
the ark set forward, that Moses said, 
Rise up, Lorp, and let thine enemies 
be seattered; and let them that hate 
thee flee before thee. 36 And when 
it rested, he said, Return, O Lorp, 
unto the many thousands of Israel. 


Here is, I. An account of what passed be- 
tween Moses and Hobah, now upon this ad- 
vance which the camp of Israel made towards 
Canaan. Some think that Hobab was the 
same with Jethro, Moses’s father-in-law, and 
that the story, Exod. xviii., should come in 
here; it seems more probable that Hobab 
was the son of Jethro, alias Reuel, or Raguel 
(Exod. ii. 18), and that when the father, be- 
ing aged, went to his own land (Exod. 
xviii. 27), he left his son Hobab with Moses, 
as Barzillai left Chimham with David; and 
the same word signifies both a father-in-law 
and a brother-in-law. Now this Hobab staid 
contentedly with Israel while they encamped 
at mount Sinai, near his own country; but, 
now that they were removing, he was for 
going back to his own country and kindred, 
and his father’s house. Hereis, 1. The kind 
invitation Moses gives him to go forward 
with them to Canaan, v.29. He tempts him 
with a promise that they would certainly be 
kind to him, and puts God’s word in for se- 
curitv: The Lord hath spoken good concerning 
Israel. As if he had said, “ Come, cast in 
thy lot among us, and thou shalt fare as we 
fare; and we have the promise of God that 
we shall fare well.” Note, Those that are 
bound for the heavenly Canaan should invite 
and encourage all their friends to go along 
with them, for we shall have never the less 
of the treasures of the covenant, and the joys 
of heaven, for others coming in to share with 
us. And what argnment can be more power- 
ful with us to take God’s people for our 
people than this, that God hath spoken good 
concerning them? It is good having fellow- 
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ship with those that bave fellowship with 
God (1 Jobn i. 3), and going with those with 
whom God is, Zech. viii. 23. 2. Hobab’s 
inclination, and present resolution, to go back 
to his own country, v. 30. One would have 
thought that he who had seen so much of 
the special presence of God with Israel, and 
such surprising tokens of his favour to them, 
would not have needed much invitation to 
embark with them. But his refusal must be 
imputed to the affection he had for his native 
air and soil, which was not overpowered, as 
it ought to have been, by a believing regard 
to the promise of God and a value for covenant 
blessings. He was indeed a son of Abraham’s 
loins (for the Mlidianites descended from 
Abraham by Keturah), but not an heir of 
Abraham’s faith (Heb. xi. 8), else he would 
not have given Moses this answer. Note, 
The things of this world, which are seen, 
draw strongly from the pursuit of the things 
of the other world, which are not seen. ‘The 
magnetic virtue of this earth prevails with 
most people above the attractives of heaven 
itself. 3. The great importunity Moses used 
with him to alter his resolution, v. 31, 32. 
He urges, (1.) That he might be serviceable 
to them: “ We are to encamp in the wilder- 
ness” (a country well known to Hobab), “ avd 
thou mayest be to us instead of eyes, not to 
show us where we must encamp, nor what 
way we must march” (which the cloud was 
to direct), ‘ but to show us the conveniences 
and inconveniences of the place we march 
through and encamp in, that we may make 
the best use we can of the conveniences, and 
the best fence we can against the incon- 
veniences.” Note, It will very well consist 
with our trust in God’s providence to make 
use of the help of our friends in those things 
wherein they are capable of being serviceable 
to us. Even those that were led by miracle 
must not slight the ordinary means of direc- 
tion. Some think that Moses suggests this 
to Hobab, not because he expected much 
benefit from his information, but to please 
him with the thought of being some way 
useful to so great a body, and so to draw him 
on with them, by inspiring him with an am- 
bition to obtain that honour. Calvin gives 
quite another sense of this place, very agree- 
ably with the original, which yet I do not 
find taken notice of by any since. “Leave 
us not, I pray thee, but come along, to share 
with us in the promised land, for therefore 
hast thou known our encampment in the wil- 
derness, and hast been to us instead of eyes ; 
and we cannot make thee amends for sharing 
with us in our hardships, and doing us so 
many good offices, unless thou go with us to 
Canaan. Surely for this reason thou didst 
set out with us that thou mightest go on with 
us.” Note, Those that have begun well should 
use that as a reason for their persevering, be- 
cause otherwise they lose the benefit and re- 
compence of all they have done and suffered. 
(2.) That they would be kind to him: What 
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goodness the Lord shall do to us, the same we 
will do to thee, v.32. Note, [1.] We can 
give only what we receive. We can do no 
more service and kindness to our friends than 
God is pleased to put it into the power of 
our hand to do. This is all we dare promise, 
to do good as God shall enable us. [2.] 
These that share with God’s Israel in their 
labours and hardships shall share with them 
in their comforts and honours. Those that 
are willing to take their lot with them in the 
wilderness shall have their lot with them 
in Canaan; if we suffer with them we shall 
reign with them, 2 Tim. ii. 12; Luke xxii. 
28, 29. 

We do not find any reply that Hobab here 
made to Moses, and therefore we hope that 
his silence gave consent, and he did not leave 
them, but that, when he perceived he might 
be useful, he preferred that before the grati- 
fying of his own inclination ; in this case he 
left us a good example. And we find (Judg. 
i. 16; 1 Sam. xv. 6) that his family was no 
loser by it. 

IT. An account of the communion between 
God and Israel in this removal. They left 
the mount of the Lord (v. 33), that Mount 
Sinai where they had seen his glory and heard 
his voice, and had been taken into covenant 
with him (they must not expect that such 
appearances of God to them as they had there 
been blessed with should be constant); they 
departed from that celebrated mountain, 
which we never read of in scripture any 
more, unless with reference to these past 
stories; now farewell, Sinai; Zion is the 
mountain of which God has said, This is my 
rest for ever (Ps. cxxxii. 14), and of which we 
must say so. But when they left the mount 
of the Lord they took with them the ark 
of the covenant of the Lord, by which their 
stated communion with God was to be kept 
up. Eor, i 

1. By it God did direct their paths. The 
ark of the covenant went before them, some 
think in place, et least in this removal; others 
think only in influence ; though it was carried 
in the midst of the camp, yet the cloud that 
hovered over it directed all their motions. 
The ark (that is, the God of the ark) is said 
to search out a resting place for them; not 
that God’s infinite wisdom and knowledge 
need to make searches, but every place they 
were directed to was as convenient for them 
as if the wisest man they had among them 
had been employed to go before them, and 
mark out their camp to the best advantage. 
Thus Canaan is said to be a land which God 
spied out, Ezek. xx. 6. 

2. By it they did in all their ways acknow- 
ledge God, looking upon it as a token of God’s 
presence; when that moved, or rested, they 
had their eye up unto God. Moses, as the 
mouth of the congregation, lifted up a prayer, 
both at the removing and at the resting of the 
ark; thus their going out and coming in were 
sanctified by prayer, and it is an example to 
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us to begin and end every day’s journey, and 
every day’s work, with prayer. 

(1.) Here 1s his prayer when the ark set 
forward: Rise up, Lord, and let thy enemies 
be scattered, v. 35. They were now in a de- 
solate country, but they were marching to- 
wards an enemy’s country, and their de- 
pendence was upon God for success and vic- 
tory in their wars, as well as for direction and 
supply in the wilderness. David used this 
prayer long after (Ps. Ixviii. 1), for he also 
fought the Lord’s battles. Note, [1.] There 
are those in the world that are enemies to 
God, and haters of him: secret and open 
enemies; enemies to his truths, his laws, his 
ordinances, his people. [2.] The scattering 
and defeating of God’s enemies is a thing to 
be earnestly desired, and believingly expected, 
by all the Lord’s people. This prayer is a 
prophecy. ‘Those that persist in rebellion 
against God are hasting towards their own 
ruin. {[3.] For the scattering and defeating 
of God’s enemies, there needs no more but 
God’s arising. When God arose to judgment, 
the work was soon done, Ps. Ixxvi. 8, 9. 
“ Rise, Lord, as the sun riseth to scatter the 
shadows of the night.” Christ’s rising from 
the dead scattered his enemies, Ps. lxviii. 18. 

(2.) His prayer when the ark rested, v. 36. 
{1.] That God would cause his people to rest. 
So some read it, “ Return, O Lord, the many 
thousands of Israel, return them to their rest 
again after this fatigue.” Thus it is said 
(Isa. Ixiii. 14), The Spirit of the Lord caused 
him to rest. Thus he prays that God would 
give Israel success and victory abroad, and 
peace and tranquillity at home. [2.] That 
God himself would take up his rest among 
them. Sowe read it: Return to the thousands 
of Israel, the ten thousand thousand, so the 
word is. Note, First, The church of God is 
a great body; there are many thousands be- 
longing to God’s Israel. Secondly, We ought 
in our prayers to concern ourselves for this 
body. Thirdly, 'The welfare and happiness 
of the Israel of God consist in the continual 
presence of God among them. ‘Their safety 
consists not in their numbers, though they 
are thousands, many thousands, but in the 
favour of God, and his gracious return to 
them and residence with them. These thou- 
sands are cyphers; he is the figure: and 
upon this account, Happy art thou, O Israel! 
who is like unto thee, O people! 


CHAP. NI. 


Hitherto things had gane pretty well in Israel; little imterruption 
had been given to the methods of God’s favour to them since the 
matter of the golden calf; the people seemed teachable in mar- 
shalling and purifying the camp, the princes devout and generons 
in dedicating the altar, and there was good hope that they would 
bein Canaan presently. But at this chapter hegins a melancholy 
scene; the measures are all broken, God has turned to be their 
enemy, and fights against them—and it is sin that makes all 
this mischief. 1. Their murmurings kindled a fire among them, 
which yet was soon quenched by the prayer nf Moses, ver. 1—3 
ll. No sooner was the fire of judgment quenched than the fire of 
sin breaks ont again, and God takes occasion from it to magnify 
both his mercy and his justice. 1. The people fret for want of 
flesh, ver. 4—9. 2. Moses frets for want of help, ver. 10—15. Now, 
(L) God promises to gratify them both, to appoint help for 
Mases (ver. 16, 17), and to give the people flesh, ver. 18—-23. 
And, (2.) Ife presently makes good both these promises. For, 
[1.] The Spirit of God qualifies the seventy elders for the go- 
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vernment, ver. 24—30. [2.] The power of God brings quails to 
feast ‘:zpeople,ver. 3t, 32. Yet, (3.) The justice of God plagued 
them for thar murmurings, ver. 33, &c. 


ND when the people complained, 
it displeased the Lorn: and the 
Lorp heard it; and his anger was 
kindled; and the fire of the Lorp 
burnt among them, and consumed 
them that were in the uttermost parts 
of the camp. 2 And the people cried 
unto Moses; and when Moses prayed 
unto the Lor», the fire was quenched. 
3 And he called the name of the place 
Taberah: because the fire of the 
Lorp burnt among them. 


Here is, I. The people’s sin. They com- 
plained, v. 1. They were, as it were, com- 
plainers. So it is in the margin. There 
were some secret grudgings and discontents 
among them, which as yet did not break out 
inan open mutiny. But how great a matter 
did this little fire kindle! They had received 
from God excellent laws and ordinances, 
and yet no sooner had they departed from 
the mount of the Lord than they began to 
quarrel with God himself. See in this, 1. 
The sinfulness of sin, which takes occasion 
from the commandment to be the more pro- 
voking. 2. The weakness of the law through 
the flesh, Rom. viii. 3. The law discovered 
sin, but could not destroy it; checked it, but 
could not conquer it. They complained. In- 
terpreters enquire what they complained of ; 
and truly, when they were furnished with so 
much matter for thanksgiving, one may 
justly wonder where they found any matter 
for complaint ; it is probable that those who 
complained did not all agree in the cause. 
Some perhaps complained that they were 
removed from Mount Sinai, where they had 
been at rest so long, others that they did 
not remove sooner: some complained of the 
weather, others of the ways: some perhaps 
thought three days’ journey was too long 
a march, others thought it not long enough, 
because it did not bring them into Canaan. 
When we consider how their camp was 
guided, guarded, graced, what good victuals 
they had and good company, and what care 
was taken of them in their marches that 
their feet should not swell nor their clothes 
wear (Deut. vill. 4), we may ask, “ What 
could have been done more for a people to 
make them easy?” And yet they complained. 
Note, ‘Those that are of a fretful discontented 
spirit will always find something or other to 
quarrel with, though the circumstances of 
their outward condition be ever so favourable. 

„II. God’s just resentment of the affront 
given to him by this sin: The Lord heard it, 
though it does nst appear that Moses did. 
Note, God is acquainted with the secret fret- 
tings and murmurings of the heart, though 
they are industriously conceaied from men. 
b = took notice of he was much dis- 
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pleased with, and his anger was kindied. 
Note, Though God graciously gives us leave 
to complain to him when there is cause (Ps. 
cxlii. 2), yet he is justly provoked, and takes 
it very ill, if we complain of him when there 
is no cause: such conduct in our inferiors 
provokes us. 

III. The judgment wherewith God chas- 
tised them for this sin: The fire of the Lord 
burnt among them, such flashes of fire from 
the cloud as had consumed Nadab and Abihu. 
The fire of their wrath against God burned 
in their minds (Ps. xxxix. 3), and justly does 
the fire of God’s wrath fasten upon their 
bodies. We read of their murmurings se- 
veral times, when they came first out of 
Egypt, Exod. xv., and xvi., and xvii. But 
we do not read of any plagues inflicted on 
them for their murmurings, as there wcre 
now ; for now they had had great experience 
of God’s care of them, and therefore now to 
distrust him was so much the more inex- 
cusable. Now a fire was kindled against 
Jacob (Ps. lxxvii. 21), but, to show how un- 
willing God was to contend with them, it 
fastened on those only that were in the utter- 
most parts of the camp. Thus God’s judg- 
ments came upon them gradually, that they 
might take warning 

IV. Their cry to Moses, who was their 
tried intercessor, v. 2. When he slew them, 
then they sought him, and made their applica- 
tion to Moses to stand their friend. Note, 
1. When we complain without cause, it is 


just with God to give us cause to complain. 


2. Those that slight God’s friends when they 
are in prosperity would be glad to make them 
their friends when they are in distress. Father 
Abraham, send Lazarus. 

V. The prevalency of Moses’s intercession 
for them: When Moses prayed unto the Lord 
(he was always ready to stand in the gap to 
turn away the wrath of God) God had respect 
to him and his offering, and the fire was 
quenched. By this it appears that God de- 
lights not in punishing, for, when he has 
begun his controversy, he is soon prevailed 
with to let it fall. Moses was one of those 
worthies who by faith quenched the violence 
of fire. 

VI. A new name given herenpon to the 
place, to perpetuate the shame of a murmur- 
ing people and the honour of a righteous 
God; the place was called Taberah, a burning 
(v. 3), that others might hear, and fear, and 
take warning not to sin as they did, lest they 
should smart as they did, 1 Cor. x. 10. 


4 And the mixt multitude that was 
among them fell a lusting: and the 
children of Israel also wept again, and 
said, Whe shall give us flesh to eat: 
5 We remember the fish, which we 
did eat in Egypt freely; the cucum- 
bers, and the melons, and the leeks, 
and the onions, and the garlick: 4 
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But now our sou. zs dried away : there! A few factious, discontented, ill-natured 


is nothing at all, beside this manna, 
before our eyes. 7 And the manna 
was as coriander seed, and the co- 
lour thereof as the colour of bdel- 
lium. 8 And the people went about, 
and gathered zt, and ground ¿é in 
mills, or beat 2é in a mortar, and 
baked ¢é in pans, and made cakes of 
it: and the taste of it was as the taste 
of fresh oil. 9 And when the dew fel! 
upon the camp in the night, the manna 
fell upon it. 10 Then Moses heard 
the people weep throughout their fa- 
milies, every man in the door of his 
tent: and the anger of the Lorp was 
kindled greatly; Moses also was dis- 
pleased. 11 And Moses said unto 
the Lorp, Wherefore hast thou af- 
flicted thy servant? and wherefore 
have I not found favour in thy sight, 
that thou layest the burden of all this 
people upon me? 12 Have I con- 
ecived all this people? have I begotten 
them, that thou shouldest say unto 
me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a 
nursing father beareth the sucking 
child, unto the land which thou swarest 
unto their fathers ? 13 Whence should 
T have flesh to give unto all this peo- 
ple? for they weep unto me, saying, 
Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14 
l am not able to bear all this people 
alone, because zt ¿s too heavy for me, 
15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill 
me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have 
found favour in thy sight; and let me 
not see my wretchedness. 

These verses represent things sadly un- 
hinged and out of order in Israel, both the 
people and the prince uneasy. 

I. Here is the people fretting, and speak- 
ing against God himself (as it is interpreted, 
Ps. Ixxviil. 19), notwithstanding his glorious 
appearances both to them and for them. 
Observe, 

1. Who were the criminals. (1.) The 
mixed multitude began, they fell a lusting, 
v. 4. The rabble that came with them out 
of Egypt, expecting only the land of promise, 
but not a state of probation in the way to it. 
‘They were hangers on, who took hold of the 
skirts of the Jews, and would go with them 
only because they knew not how to live at 
home, and were disposed to seek their for- 
tunes (as we say) abread. ‘These were the 
scabbed sheep that infected tne flock, the 
leaven that leavened the whole lump. Note, 


people, may do a great deal of mischief in 
the best societies, if great care be not taken 
to discountenance them. Such as these are 
an untoward generation, from which it is our 
wisdom to save ourselves, Acts ii. 40. (2. 
Even the children of Israel took the infection, 
as we are informed, v. 4. The holy seed 
joined themselves to the people of these 
abominations. The.mixed multitude here 
spoken of were not numbered with the child- 
ren of Israel, but were set aside as a people 
God made no account of ; and yet the children 
of Israel, forgetting their own character and 
distinction, herded themselves with them and 
learned their way, as if the scum and out- 
casts of the camp were to be the privy-coun- 
sellors of it. The children of Israel, a people 
near to God and highly privileged, yet drawn 
into rebellion against him! O how little 
honour has God in the world, when even the 
people which he formed for himself, to show 
forth his praise, were so much a dishonour 
to him! ‘Therefore let none think that their 
external professions and privileges will be 
their security either against Satan’s tempta- 
tions to sin or God’s judgments for sin. See 
1 Cor. x. 1, 2, 12. 

2. What was the crime: they lusted 
and murmured. Though they had been 
lately corrected for this sin, and many of 
them overthrown for it, as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah. and the smell of 
the fire was still in their nostrils, yet they 
returned to it. See Prov. xxvil. 22. (1.) 
They magnified the plenty and dainties 
they had had in Egypt (v. 5), as if God had 
done then a great deal of wrong in taking 
them thence. While they were in Egypt 
they sighed by reason of their burdens, for 
their lives were made bitter to them with 
hard bondage; and yet now they talk of 
Egypt as if they had all lived like princes 
there, when this serves as a colour for their 
present discontent. But with what face can 
they talk of eating fish in Egypt freely, or 
for nought, as if it cost them nothing, when 
they paid so dearly for it with their hard 
service? They remember the cucumbers, and 
the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and 
the garlick (precious stuff indeed to be fond 
of 1), but they do not remember the brick- 
kilns and the task-masters, the voice of the 
oppressor and the smart of the whip. No, 
these are forgotten by these ungrateful people. 
(2.) They were sick of the good provision 
God had made for them, v. 6. It was bread 
from heaven, angels’ food. To show how 
unreasonable their complaint was, it is here 
described, v. 7—9. It was good for food, 
and pleasant to the eye, every grain like an 
orient pearl; it was wholesome food and 
nourishing ; it was not to be called dry bread, 
for it tasted like fresh oil; it was agreeable 
(the Jews say, Wisd. xvi. 20) to every man’s 
palate, and tasted as he would have it; and, 
though it was still the same, yet, by the 
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different ways of dressing it, it yielded them 
a grateful variety ; it cost them no money, 
nor care, for it fell in the night, while they 
slept; and the labour of gathering it was not 
worth speaking of; they lived upon free 
quarter, and yet could talk of Egypt’s cheap- 
ness and the fish they ate there freely. Nay, 
which was much more valuable than all this, 
the manna came from the immediate power 
and bounty of God, not from common pro- 
vidence, but froin special favour. It was, as 
God’s compassion, new every morning, always 
fresh, not as their food who live on ship- 
board.. While they lived on manna, they 
seemed to be exempted from the curse which 
sin has brought on man, that in the sweat of 
his face should he eat bread. And yet they 
speak of the manna with such scorn, as if it 
were not good enough to be meat for swine: 
Our soul is dried away. They speak as if 
God dealt hardly with them in allowing them 
no better food. At first they admired it (Exod. 
xvi. 15): What is this? “ What a curious 
precious thing is this!’ But now they de- 
spised it. Note, Peevish discontented minds 
will find fault with that which has no fault in 
it but that itis too good for them. It is very 
provoking to God to undervalue his favours, 
and to put a but upon our common mercies. 
Nothing but manna! ‘Those that might be 
very happy often make themselves very mi- 
serable by their discontents. (3.) They could 
not be satisfied unless they had flesh to eat. 
They brought flocks and herds with them in 
great abundance out of Egypt; but either 
they were covetous, and could not find in 
their hearts to kill them, lest they should 
lessen their flocks (they must have flesh as 
cheap as they had bread, or they would not 
be pleased), or else they were curious, beef 
and mutton would not please them; they 
must have something more nice and delicate, 
like the fish they did eat in Egypt. Food 
would not serve; they must be feasted. 
They had feasted with God upon the peace- 
offermgs which they had their share of ; but 
it seems God did not keep a table good 
enough for them, they must have daintier 
bits than any that came to his altar. Note, 
It is an evidence of the dominion of the carnal 
mind when we are solicitous to have all the 
delights and satisfactions of sense wound up 
to the height of pleasurableness. Be not de- 
sirous of dainties, Prov. xxiii. 1—3. If God 
give us food convenient, we ought to be 
thankful, though we do not eat the fat and 
drink the sweet. (4.) They distrusted the 
power and goodness of God as insufficient 
for their supply: Who will give ys flesh to 
eat ? taking it for granted that God could 
not. ‘Thus this question is commented upon, 
Ps. lxxviii. 19, 20, Can he provide flesh also ? 
though he had given them flesh with their 
bread once, when he saw fit (Exod. xvi. 13), 
and they might have expected that he would 
do it again, and in mercy, if, instead of mur- 
mie they had prayed. Note, It is an 
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offence to God to let our desires go beyond 
our faith. (5.) They were eager and im- 
portunate in their desires; they lusted a lust, 
so the word is, lusted greatly and greedily, 
till they wept again for vexation. So childish 
were the children of Israel, and so humour- 
some, that they cried because they had not 
what they would have and when they would 
have it. They did not offer up this desire to 
God, but would rather be beholden to any 
one else than to him. We should not in- 
dulge ourselves in any desire which we can- 
not in faith turn into prayer, as we cannot 
when we ask meat for our lust, Ps. lxxviii. 18. 
For this sin the anger of the Lord was kindled 
greatly against them, which is written for our 
admonition, that we should not lust after evil 
things as they lusted, 1 Cor. x. 6. (6.) Flesh 
is good food, and may lawfully be eaten ; yet 
they are said to lust after evil things. What 
is lawful of itself becomes evil to us when it 
is what God does not allot to us and yet we 
eagerly desire it. 

II. Moses himself, though so meek and 
good a man, is uneasy upon this occasion: 
Moses also was displeased. Now, 1. It must 
be confessed that the provocation was very 
great. ‘These murmurings of theirs re- 
flected great dishonour upon God, and Moses 
laid to heart the reproaches cast on him. 
They also created great vexation to himself ; 
they knew that he did his utmost for their 
good, and that he neither did nor could do 
any thing without a divine appointment ; and 
yet to be thus continually teased and cla- 
moured against by an unreasonable ungrate- 
ful people would break in upon the temper 
even of Moses himself. God considered this, 
and therefore we do not find that he chided 
him for his uneasiness. 2. Yet Moses ex- 
pressed himself otherwise than became him 
upon this provocation, and came short of his 
duty both to God and Israel in these expos- 
tulations. (1.) He undervalues the honour 
God had put upon him, in making him the 
illustrious minister of his power and grace, 
in the deliverance and guidance of that pecu- 
liar people, which might have been sufficient 
to balance the burden. (2.) He complains 
too much of a sensible grievance, and lays 
too near his heart a little noise and fatigue. 
If he could not bear the toil of government, 
which was but running with the footman, 
how would he bear the terrors of war, which 
was contending with horses? He might 
easily have furnished himself with considera- 
tions enough to enable him to slight their 
clamours, and make nothing of them. (3.) 
He magnifies his own performances, that 
all the burden of the people lay upon him; 
whereas God himself did in effect ease him 
of all the burden. Moses needed not to be 
in care to provide quarters for them, or 
victuals; God did all. And, if any difficult 
case happened, he needed not to be in any 
perplexity, while he had the oracle to con- 
sult, and in it the divine wisdom to direct 
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him, the divine authority to back him and 
bear hin: ont, and almighty power itself to 
dispense rewards and punishments. (4.) He 
is not so sensible as he ought to be of the 
obligation he lay under, by virtue of the 
divine commission and command, to do the 
utmost he could for his people, when he 
suggests that because they were not the 
children of his body therefore he was not 
concerned to take a fatherly care of them, 
though God himself, who might employ him 
as he pleased, had appointed him to be a 
father to them. (5.) He takes too much to 
himself when he asks, Whence should I have 
flesh to give them (v. 13), as if he were the 
housekeeper, and not God. Moses gave 
them not the bread, John vi. 32. Nor was 
it expected that he should give them the 
flesh, but as an instrument in God’s hand; 

and if he meant, ‘‘ Whence should God liave 
it for them?” he too much limited the power 
of the Holy One of Israel. (6.) He speaks 
distrustfully of the divine grace when he de- 
spairs of being able to bear all this people, v 
14. Had the work been much less, he could 
not have gone through it in his own strength; 
but, had it been much greater, through God 
strengthening him, he might have done it. 

(7.) It was worst of all passionately to wish 
for death, and desire to be killed out of hand, 

because just at this time his life was made a 
little uneasy to him, v. 15. Is this Moses? 
Is this the meekest of all the men on the 
earth? The best have their infirmities, and 
fail sometimes in the exercise of that grace 
for which they are most eminent. But God 
graciously overlooked Moses’s passion at 
this time, and therefore we must not be se- 
vere in our animadversions upon it, but pray, 
Lord, lead us not into temptation. 

16 And the Lorp said unto Moses, 
Gather unto me seventy men of the 
elders of Israel, whom thou knowest 
to be the elders of the people, and 
officers over them; and bring them 
unto the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, that they may stand there with 
thee. 17 And I will come down and 
talk with thee there: and I will take 
of the spirit which ts upon thee, and 
will put 2¢ upon them ; and they shall 
bear the burden of the people with 
thee, that thou bear 7¢ not thyself 
alone. 18 And say thou unto the 
people, Sanctify yourselves against to 
morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for 
ye have wept in the ears of the Lorn, 
saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat ? 
for it was well with us in Egypt: 
therefore the Lorp will give you flesh, 
and ye shall eat. 19 Ye shall not eat 


one day, nor two days, nor five days, 
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neither ten days, nor twenty days ; 
20 But even a whole month, until it 
come out at your nostrils, and it be 
loathsome unto you: because that ye 
have despised the Lorp which is 
among you, and have wept before 
him, saying, Why came we forth out 
of Egypt? 21 And Moses said, The 
people, among whom I am, are six 
hundred thousand footmen ; and thou 
hast said, I will give them ‘flesh, that 
they may eat a whole month. 22 
Shall the flocks and the herds be slain 
for them, to suffice them? or shall all 
the fish of the sea be gathered toge- 
ther for them, to suftite them? 23 
And the Lorp said unto Moses, Is 
the Lorp’s hand waxed short? thou 
shalt see now whether my word shall 


;|come to pass unto thee or not. 


We have here God’s gracious answer to 
both the foregoing complaints, wherein his 
goodness takes occasion from man’s badness 
to appear so much the more illustrious. 

I. Provision is made for the redress of the 
grievances Moses complains of. If he find 
the weight of government lie too heavy upon 
him, though he was a little too passionate in 
his remonstrance, yet he shall be eased, not 
by being discarded from the government 
himself, as he justly might have been if God 
had been extreme to mark what he said 
amiss, but by having assistants appointed 
him, who should be, as the apostle speaks 
(1 Cor. xii. 28), helps, governments (that is, 
helps in government), not at all to lessen or 
eclipse his honour, but to make the work 
more easy to him, and to bear the burden of 
the people with him. And that this provision 
might be both agreeable and really serviceable, 

1. Moses is directed to nominate the per- 
sons, v. 16. The people were too hot and 
heady and tumultuous to be entrusted with 
the election; Moses must please himself in 
the choice, thak he may not afterwards com- 
plain. The number he is to choose is seventy 
inen, according to the number of the souls 
that went down into Egypt. He must 
choose such as he knew to be elders, that is, 
wise and experienced men. Those that had 
acquitted themselves best, as rulers of thou- 
sands and hundreds (Exod. xviii. 25), pur- 
chase to themselves now this good degree. 
“ Choose such as thou knowest to be elders 
indeed, and not in name only, officers that 
execute their office.” We read of the same 


number of elders (Exod. xxiv. 1) that went 
up with Moses to Mount Sinai, but they 
were distinguished only for that occasion, 
these for a perpetuity; and, according to 
this constitution, the Sanhedrim, or great 
council of the Jews, which in after ages sat 
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at Jerusalem, and was the highest court of 
judgment among them, consisted of seventy 
men. Our Saviour seems to have had an 
eye to it in the choice of seventy disciples, 
who were to be assistants to the apostles, 
Luke x. 

2. God promises to qualify them. If they 
were not found fit for the employ, they 
should be made fit, else they might prove 
more a hindrance than a help to Moses, v. 
17. Though Moses had talked too boldly 
with God, yet God does not therefore break 
off communion with him; he bears a great 
deal with us, and we must with one another: 
Iwill come down (said God) and talk with 
thee, when thou art more calm and com- 
posed; and I will take of the same spirit of 
wisdom, and piety, and courage, that is upon 
thee, and put it upon them. Not that Moses 
had the less of the Spirit for their sharing, 
nor that they were hereby made equal with 
him; Moses was still unequalled (Deut. 
xxxiv. 10), but they were clothed with a 
spirit of government proportionable to their 
place, and with a spirit of prophecy to prove 
their divine call to it, the government being 
a Theocracy. Note, (1.) ‘Those whom God 
employs in any service he qualifies for it, 
and those that are not in some measure qua- 
lified cannot think themselves duly called. 
(2.) All good qualifications are from God; 
every perfect gift is from the Father of lights. 

Il. Even the humour of the discontented 
people shall be gratified too, that every 
mouth may be stopped. They are ordered 
to sanctify themselves (v. 18), that is, to put 
themselves into a posture to receive such a 
proof of God’s power as should be a token 
both of mercy and judgment. Prepare to 
meet thy God, O Israel, Amos iv. 12. 

1. God promises (shall I say?)—he threatens 
rather, that they shall have their fill of flesh, 
that for a month together they shall not 
only be fed, but feasted, with ficsh, besides 
their daily manna; and, if they have not a 
better government of their appetites than 
now it appears they have, they shall be sur- 
feited with it (v.19, 20): You shall eat till it 
come out at your nostrils, and become loath- 
some to you. See here, (1.) The vanity of 
all the delights of sense; they will cloy, but 
not satisfy: spiritual pleasures are the con- 
trary. As the world passes away, so do the 
lusts of it, 1 John ii. 17. What was greedily 
coveted in a little time comes to be nauseated. 
(2.) What brutish sins (and worse than 
brutish) gluttony and drunkenness are ; they 
put a force upon nature, and make that the 
sickness of the body which should be its 
health; they are sins that are their own 
punishments, and yet not the worst that at- 
tend them. (3.) What a righteous thing it 
is with God to make that loathsome to men 
which they have inordinately lusted after. 
God could make them despise flesh as much 
as they had despised manna. 

a objects the improbability of 
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making good this word, v. 21, 22. It is an 
objection like that which the disciples made, 
Mark viii. 4, Whence can a man satisfy these 
men? Some excuse Moses here, and con- 
strue what he says as only a modest enquiry 
which way the supply must be expected ; but 
it savours too much of diffidence and distrust 
of God to be justified. He objects the num- 
ber of the people, as if he that provided 
bread for them all could not, by the same 
unlimited power, provide flesh too. He 
reckons it must be the flesh either of beasts 
or fishes, because they are the most bulky 
animals, little thinking that the flesh of birds, 
little birds, should serve the purpose. God 
sees not as man sees, but his thoughts are 
above ours. He objects the greediness of 
the people’s desires in that word, to suffice 
them. Note, Even true and great believers 
sometimes find it hard to trust God under 
the discouragements of second causes, and 
against hope to believe in hope. Moses him- 
self could scarcely forbear saying, Cun God 
furnish a table in the wilderness ? when this 
had become the commoncry. No doubt this 
was his infirmity. 

3. God gives a short but sufficient answer 
to the objection in that question, Has the 
Lord’s hand waxed short ? v. 23. If Moses 
had remembered the years of the right hand 
of the Most High, he would not have started 
all these difficulties; therefore God reminds 
him of them, intimating that this objection 
reflected upon the divine power, of which he 
himself had been so often, not only the wit- 
ness, but the instrument. Had he forgotten 
what wonders the divine power had wrought 
for that people, when it inflicted the plagues 
of Egypt, divided the sea, broached the 
rock, and rained bread from heaven? Had 
that power ahated? Was God weaker than 
he used to be? Or was he tired with what 
he had done? Whatever our unbelieving 
hearts may suggest to the contrary, it is cer- 
tain, (1.) That God’s hand is not short; his 
power cannot be restrained in the exerting of 
itself by any thing but his own will; with 
him nothing is impossible. ‘That hand is 
not short which measures the waters, metes 
out the heavens (Isa. xl. 12), and grasps the 
winds, Prov. xxx. 4. (2.) That it has not 
waxed short. He is as strong as ever he 
was, fainteth not, neither is weary. And this 
is sufficient to silence all our distrusts when 
means fail us, Is any thing too hurd for the 
Lord? God here brings Moses to this first 
principle, sets him back in his lesson, to 
learn the ancient name of God, The Lord 
God Almighty, and puts the proof upon the 
issue: Thou shalt see whether my word shall 
come to pass or not. ‘This magnifies God’s 
word above all his name, that his works 
never come short of it. If he speaks, it is 
done. 


24 And Moses went out, and told 
the people the words of the Loxp, 
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and gathered the seventy men of the 
elders of the people, and set them 
round about the tabernacle. 25 And 
the Lorp came down in acloud, and 
spake unto him, and took of the 
spirit that was upon him, and gave ¿i 
unto the seventy elders: and it came 
to pass, that, when the spirit rested 
upon them, ‘they prophesied, and did 
not cease. 26 But there remained 
two of the men in the camp, the name 
of the one was Eldad, and the name 
of the other Medad: and the spirit 
rested upon them; and they were of 
them that were written, but went not 
out unto the tabernacle: and they 
prophesied in the camp. 27 And there 
ran a young man, and told Moses, 
and said, Eldad and Medad do pro- 
phesy in the camp. 28 And Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, 
one of his young men, answered and 
said, My lord Moses, forbid them. 
29 And Moses said unto him, Enviest 
thou for my sake? would God that 
all the Lorp’s people were prophets, 
and that the Lorp would put his 
spirit upon them! 30 And Moses 
gat him into the camp, he and the 
elders of Israel. 


We have here the performance of God’s 
word to Moses, that he should have help in 
the government of Israel. 

I. Here is the case of the seventy privy- 
counsellors in general. Moses, though a 
little disturbed by the tumult of the people, 
yet was thoroughly composed by the com- 
munion he had with God, and soon came to 
himself again. And according as the matter 
was concerted, 1. He did his part; he pre- 
sented the seventy elders before the Lord, 
round the tabernacle (v. 24), that they might 
there stand ready to receive the grace of 
God, ın the place where he manifested him- 
self, and that the people also might be wit- 
nesses of their solemn call. Note, Those 
that expect favour from God must humbly 
offer themselves and their service to him. 
2. God was not wanting to do his part. He 
gave of his Spirit to the seventy elders (v. 25), 
which enabled those whose capacities and 
education set them but on a level with their 
neighbours of a sudden to say and do that 
which was extraordinary, and which proved 
them to be actuated by divine inspiration: 
they prophesied, and did not cease all that 
day, and (some think) only that day. They 
discoursed to the people of the things of God, 
and perhaps commented upon the law they 
nad lately received with admirable clearness, 
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and fulness, and readiness, and aptness of 
expression, so that all who heard them might 
see and say that God was with them of a truth; 
see 1 Cor. xiv. 24,25. ‘Thus, longafterwards, 
Saul was marked for the government by the 
gift of prophecy, which came upon him for a 
day and a night, 1 Sam. x. 6, 11. When 
Moses was to fetch Israel out of Egypt, Aa- 
ron was appointed to be his prophet, Exod. 
vii. 1. But, now that God had called Aaron 
to other work, in hisroom Moses has seventy 
prophets to attend him. Note, Those are 
fittest to rule in God’s Israel that are well 
acquainted with divine things and are apt to 
teach to edification. 

II. Here is the particular case of two of 
them, Eldad and Medad, probably two 
brothers. 

1. They were nominated by Moses to be 
assistants in the government, but they went 
not out unto the tabernacle as the rest did, v. 
26. Calvin conjectures that the summons 
was sent them, but that it did not find them, 
they being somewhere out of the way; so that, 
though they were written, yet they were not 
called. Most think that they declined coming 
to the tabernacle out of an excess of modesty 
and humility; being sensible of their own 
weakness and unworthiness, they desired to 
be excused from coming into the government. 
Their principle was their praise, but their 
practice in not obeying orders was their fault. 

2. The Spirit of God found them out in 
the camp, where they were hidden among the 
stuff, and there they prophesied, that is, they 
exercised their gift of praying, preaching, 
and praising God, in some private tent. 
Note, The Spirit of God is not tied to the 
tabernacle, but, like the wind, blows where he 
listeth, John iii. 8. Whither can we go from 
that Spirit ? There was a special providence 
in it that these two should be absent, for thus 
it appeared that it was indeed a divine Spirit 
which the elders were actuated by, and that 
Moses gave them not that Spirit, but God 
himself. ‘They modestly declined prefer- 
ment, but God forced it upon them; nay, they 
have the honour of being named, which the 
rest have not: for those that humble them- 
selves shall be exalted, and those are most 
fit for government who are least ambitious 
of it. 

3. Information of this was given to Moses 
(w. 27): “ Eldad and Medad do prophesy in 
the camp; there is a conventicle in such a 
tent, and Eldad and Medad are holding forth 
there, from under the inspection and presi- 
dency of Moses, and out of the communion 
of the rest of the elders.” Whoever the per- 
son was that brought the tidings, he seems 
to have looked upon it as an irregularity. 

4. Joshua moved to have them silenced: 
My lord Moses, forbid them, v. 28. It is pro- 
bable that Joshua himself was one of the 
seventy, which made him the more jealous 
for the honour of their order. He takes it for 
granted that they were not under any neces- 
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sitating impulse, for the spirit of the prophets 
is subject to the prophets, and therefore he 
would have them either not to prophesy at 
all or to come to the tabernacle and prophesy 
in concert with the rest. He does not destre 
that they should be punished for what they 
had done, but only restrained for the future. 
This motion he made from a good prin- 
ciple, not out of any personal dislike to Eldad 
and Medad, but out of an honest zeal for 
that which he apprehended to be the unity of 
the church, and concern for the honour of 
God and Moses. 

5. Moses rejected the motion, and reproved 
him that made it (v. 29): “ Enviest thou for 
my sake? ‘Thou knowest not what manner of 
spirit thou art of.’ ‘Though Joshua was 
Moses’s particular friend and confidant, 
though he said tnis out of a respect to Moses, 
whose honour he was very loth to see lessened 
by the call of those elders, yet Moses re- 
proves him, and in him all that show such 
a spirit. (1.) We must not secretly grieve at 
the gifts, graces, and usefulness of others. It 
was the fault of John’s disciples that they en- 
vied Christ’s honour because it shaded their 
master’s, John ili. 26, &c. (2.) We must not 
be transported into heats against the weak- 
nesses and infirmities of others. Granting that 
Eldad and Medad were guilty of an irregu- 
larity, yet Joshua was too quick and too 
warm upon them. Our zeal must always be 
tempered with the meekness of wisdom: the 
righteousness of God needs not the wrath of 
man, Jam.i.20. (3.) We must not make even 
the best and most useful men heads of a 
party. Paul would not have his name made 
use of to patronise a faction, 1 Cor. i. 12, 13. 
(4.) We must not be forward to condemn 
and silence those that differ from us, as if 
they did not follow Christ because they do 
not follow him with us, Mark ix. 38. Shall 
we reject those whom Christ has owned, 
or restrain any from doing good because they 
are not in every thing of our mind? Moses 
was of another spirit; so far from silencing 
these two, and quenching the Spirit in them, 
he wishes all the Lord’s people were prophets, 
that is, that he would put his Spirit upon 
them. Not that he would have any set up 
for prophets that were not duly qualified, or 
that he expected that the Spirit of prophecy 
should be made thus common; but thus he 
expresses the love and esteem he had for all 
the Lord’s people, the complacency he took in 
the gifts of others, and how far he was from 
being displeased at Eldad and Medad’s pro- 
phesying from under his eye. Such an ex- 
cellent spirit as this blessed Paul was of, re- 
joicing that Christ was preached, though it 
was by those who therein intended to add 
affliction to his bonds, Phil. i. 16. We ought 


to he pleased that God is served and glori- 
fied, and good done, though to the lessening 
of our credit and the credit of our way. 
6. The elders, now newly ordained, imme- 
diately entered upon their administration (v. 
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30); when their call was sufficiently attested 
by their prophesying, they went with Moses 
to the camp, and applied themselves tu 
business. Having received the gift, they mi- 
nistered the same as good stewards. And now 
Moses was pleased that he had so many to 
share with him in his work and honour. 
And, (1.) Let the testimony of Moses be 
credited by those who desire to be in power, 
that government isa burden. . It is a burden 
of care and trouble to those who make con- 
science of the duty of it; and to those who 
do not it will prove a heavier burden in the 
day of account, when they fall under the 
doom of the unprofitable servant that buried 
his talent. (2.) Let the example of Moses be 
imitated by those that arein power ; let them 
not despise the advice and assistance of 
others, but desire it, and be thankful for it, 
not coveting to monopolize wisdom and 
power. In the multitude of counsellors there 
is safety. 


31 And there went forth a wind 
from the Lorp, and brought quails 
from the sea, and let them fall by the 
camp, as it were a day’s journey on 
this side, and as it were a day’s journey 
on the other side, round about the 
camp, and as it were two cubus high 
upon the face of the earth. 32 And 
the people stood up all that day, and 
all that night, and all the next day, 
and they gathered the quails: he that, 
gathered least gathered ten homers: 
and they spread them all abroad for 
themselves round about the camp. 
33 And while the flesh was yet be- 
tween their teeth, ere it was chewed, 
the wrath of the Lorp was kindled 
against the people, and the Lorp 
smote the people with a very great 
plague. 34 And he called the name 
of that place Kibroth-hattaavah : be- 
cause there they buried the people 
that lusted. 35 And the people jour- 
neyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto 
Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth. 


God, having performed his promise to 
Moses by giving him assessors in the govern- 
ment, thereby proving the power he has over 
the spirits of men by his Spirit, he here per- 
forms his promise to the people by giving 
them flesh, proving thereby his power over 
the inferior creatures and his dominion in the 
kingdom of nature. Observe, 1. How the 
people were gratified with flesh in abundance: 
A wind (a south-east wind, as appears, Ps. 
lxxviii. 26) brought quails, v. 31. Itis un- 
certain what sort of animals they were; the 
psalmist calls them feathered fowl, or fowl of 
wing. The learned bishop Patrick inclines 
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to agree with some modern writers, who think 
they were locusts, a delicious sort of food well 
known in those parts, the rather because they 
were brought with a wind, lay in heaps, and 
were dried in the sun for use. Whatever 
they were, they answered the intention, they 
served for a month’s feast for Israel, such an 
indulgent Father was God to his froward 
family. Locusts, that had been a plague to 
fruitful Egypt, feeding upon the fruits, were 
a blessing to a barren wilderness, being them- 
selves fed upon. 2. How greedy they were 
of this flesh that God sent them. They flew 
upon the spoil with an unsatiable appetite, not 
regarding what Moses had told them from 
God, that they would surfeit upon it, v. 32. 
Two days and a night they were at it, gather- 
ing flesh, till every master of a family had 
bronght home ten homers (that is, ten ass- 
loads) at least. David longed for the water 
of the well of Bethlehem, but would not 
drink it when he had it, because it was ob- 
tained by venturing ; much more reason these 
Israelites had to refuse this tlesh, which was 
obtained by murmuring, and which, they 
might easily perceive, by what Moses said, 
was given them in anger ; but those that are 
under the power of a carnal mind will have 
their Insts fulfilled, though it be to the cer- 
tain damage and ruin of their precious souls. 
3. How dearly they paid for their feasts, 
when it came into the reckoning: The Lord 
smote them with a very great plague (v. 33), 
some bodily disease, which probably was the 
effect of their surfeit, and was the death of 
many of them, and those, it is likely, the ring- 
leaders in the mutiny. Note, God often 
grants the desires of sinners in wrath, while 
he denies the desires of his own people in 
love. He gave them their request, but sent 
leanness into their soul, Ps. cevi. 15. By all 
that was said to them they were not estranged 
from their lusts, and therefore, while the meat 
was in their mouths, the wrath of God came 
upon them, Ps. lxxviii. 30,31. What we in- 
ordinately desire, if we obtain it (we have 
reason to fear), will be some way or other a 
grief and cross to us. God satiated them 
first, and then plagued them, (1.) To save the 
reputation of his own power, that it might 
not be said, “ He would not have cut them 
off had he been able to supply them.” And, 
(2.) To show us the meaning of the pros- 
perity of sinners; it is their preparation for 
ruin, they are fed as an ox for the slaughter. 
Lastly, The remembrance of this is preserved 
in the name given to the place, v.34. Moses 
called it Kibroth-hattaavah, the yraves of 
lusters or of lust. And well it had been if 
these graves of Israel’s lusters had proved the 
graves of Israel’s Inst: the warning was de- 
signed to be so, but it had not its due effect, 
for it follows (Ps. lxxviii. 32), For all this, 
they sinned still, 
CHAP. XII. 


ln the foregoing chapter we had the vexation which the people gave 
to Moses ; in this we have his patience tried by his own relations. 
l. Minam aod Aaron, his own brother and sister, alfrouted him, 
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ver. 1—3. Il. God called them to an account for it, ver. 4—9. 
NI. Miriam was smitten with a leprosy for at, ver. 10. IV, Aaron 
submits, and Moses meekly intercedes for Miriam, ver. 11—13. 
V. She is healed, but put to shame for seven days, ver. 14—16, 
And this is recorded to show that the best persons and families 
have both their follies and their crosses, 


ND Miriam and Aaron spake 
against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he had mar- 
ried; for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman. 2 And they said, Hath the 
Lorp indeed spoken only by Moses? 
hath he not spoken also by us? And 
the Lorp heard it. 3 (Now the man 
Moses was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the 
earth.) 


Here is, I. The unbecoming passion of 
Aaron and Miriam: they spoke against 
Moses, v. 1. If Moses, that received so 
much honour from God, yet received so 
many slights and affronts from men, shall 
any of us think such trials either strange or 
hard, and be either provoked or discouraged 
by them? But who would have thought 
that disturbance should be created to Moses, 
1. From those that were themselves serious 
and good; nay, that were eminent in reli- 
gion, Miriam a prophetess, Aaron the high 
priest, both of them joint-commissioners with 
Moses for the deliverance of Israel ? Mic. vi. 
4, I sent before thee Moses, Auron, and Mi- 
riam. 2. From those that were his nearest 
relations, his own brother and sister, who 
shone so much by rays borrowed from him? 
Thus the spouse complains (Cant. i. 6), My 
mother’s children were angry wtth me; and 
quarrels among relations are in a special 
manner grievous. A brother offended is 
harder to be won than a strong city. Yet 
this helps to confirm the call of Moses, and 
shows that his advancement was purely by 
the divine favour, and not by any compact or 
collusion with his kindred, who themselves 
grudged his advancement. Neither did 
many of our Saviour’s kindred believe on 
him, John vii. 5. It should seem that Mi- 
riam began the quarrel, and Aaron, not 
having been employed or consulted in the 
choice of the seventy elders, was for the 
present somewhat disgusted, and so was the 
sooner drawn in to take his sister’s part. It 
would grieve one to see the hand of Aaron 
in so many trespasses, but it shows that the 
law made men priests who had infirmity. 
Satan prevailed first with Eve, and by her 
with Adam; see what need we have to take 
heed of being drawn into quarrels by our 
relations, for we know not how great a 
matter a little fire may kindle. Aaron ought 
to have remembered how Moses stood his 
friend when God was angry with him for 
making the golden calf (Deut. ix. 20), and 
not to have rendered him evil for good. 
Two things they quarrelled with Moses 
about:—(1.) About his marriage: some 
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think a late marriage with a Cushite or Ara- |] Lorp came down im the pillar of the 


bian; others because of Zipporah, whom on 
this occasion they called, in scorn, an Ethio- 
pian woman, and who, they insinuated, had 
too great an influence upon Moses in the 
choice of these seventy elders. Perhaps 
there was some private falling out between 
Zipporah and Miriam, which occasioned 
some hot words, and one peevish reflection 
introduced another, till Moses and Aaron 
came to be interested. (2.) About his go- 
vernment; not the mismanagement of it, but 
the monopolizing of it (v. 2): “Hath the 
Lord spoken only by Moses? Must he alone 
have the choice of the persons on whom the 
spirit of prophecy shall come? Hath he 
not spoken also by us? Might not we have 
had a hand in that affair, and preferred our 
friends, as well as Moses his?” They could 
not deny that God had spoken by Moses, 
but it was plain he had sometimes spoken 
also by them; and that which they intended 
was to make themselves equal with him, 
though God had so many ways distinguished 
him. Note, Striving to be greatest is a sin 
which easily besets disciples themselves, and 
it is exceedingly sinful. Even those that are 
well preferred are seldom pleased if others 
be better preferred. Those that excel are 
commonly envied. 

IJ. The wonderful patience of Moses under 
this provocation. The Lord heard it Ww. 2), 
but Moses himself took no notice of it, for 
(v. 3) he was very meek. He had a great 
deal of reason to resent the affront; it was 
ill-natured and ill-timed, when the people 
were disposed to mutiny, and had lately 
given him a great deal of vexation with 
their murmurings, which would be in danger 
of breaking out again when thus headed and 
countenanced by Aaron and Miriam; but he, 
as a deaf man, heard not. When God’s 
honour was concerned, as in the case of the 
golden calf, no man more zealous than 
Moses; but, when his own honour was 
touched, no man more meek: as bold as a 
lion in the cause of God, but as mild as a 
lamb in his own cause. God’s people are 
the meek of the earth (Zeph. ii. 3), but some 
are more remarkable than others for this 
grace, as Moses, who was thus fitted for the 
work he was called to, which required all the 
meekness he had and sometimes more. And 
sometimes the unkindness of our friends is 
a greater trial of our meekness than the ma- 
lice of our enemies. Christ himself records 
his own meekness (Matt. xi. 29, F am meek 
and lowly in heart), and the copy of meek- 
ness which Christ has set was without a blot, 
but that of Moses was not. 


4 And the Lorp spake suddenly 
unto Moses, and unto Aaron,and unto 
Miriam, Come out ye three unto the 
tabernacle of the congregation. And 


they three came cut. 
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cloud, and stood ¿n the door of the 
tabernacle, and called Aaron and Mi- 
riam: and they both came forth. 6 
And he said, Hear now my words: 
If there be a prophet among you, I 
the Lorp will make myself known 
unto him in a vision, and will speak 
unto him ina dream. 7 My servant 
Moses is not so, who is faithful in all 
mine house. 8 With him will I speak 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and 
not in dark speeches; and the simili- 
tude of the Lorp shall he behold: 
wherefore then were ye not afraid to 
speak against my servant Moses? 9 
And the anger of the Lorp was 
kindledagainstthem; and he departed. 

Moses did not resent the injury done him, 
nor complain of it to God, nor make any ap- 
peal to him; but God resented it. He hears 
all we say in our passion, and is a swift wit- 
ness of our hasty speeches, which is a reason 
why we should resolutely bridle our tongues, 
that we speak not ill of others, and why we 
should patiently stop our ears, and not take 
notice of it, if others speak ill of us. J heard 
not, for thou wilt hear, Ps. xxxviii. 13—15. 
The more silent we are in our own cause 
the more is God engaged to plead it. The 
accused innocent needs to say little if he 
knows the judge himself will be his advocate. 

I. The cause is called, and the parties are 
summoned forthwith to attend at the door of 
the tabernacle, v. 4, 5. Moses had often 
shown himself jealous for God’s honour, 
and now God showed himself jealous for his 
reputation; for those that honour God he will 
honour, nor will he ever be behind-hand with 
any that appear for him. Judges of old sat 
in the gate of the city to try causes, and so 
on this occasion the shechinah in the cloud 
of glory stood at the door of the tabernacle, 
and Aaron and Miriam, as delinquents, were 
called to the bar. 

II. Aaron and Miriam were made to know 
that great as they were they must not pre- 
tend to be equal to Moses, nor set up as 
rivals with him, v. 6—8. Were they pro- 
phets of the Lord? Of Moses it might be 
truly said, He more. 1. It was true that 
God put a great deal of honour upon the 
prophets. However men mocked them and 
misused them, they were the favourites and 
intimates of heaven. God made himself 
known to them, either by dreams when they 
were asleep or by visions when they were 
awake, and by them made himself known to 
others. And those are happy, those are 
great, truly great, trnly happy, to whom God 
makes himself known. Now he does it not by 
dreams and visions, as of old, but by the 


5 And the! Spirit of wisdom and revelation, who makes 
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known those things to babes whieh prophets 
and kings desired to see and might not. 
Hence in the last days, the days of the Mes- 
siah, the sons and daughters are said to pro- 
phesy (Joel ii. 28), because they shall be 
better acquainted with the mysteries of the 
kingdom of graee than even the prophets 
themselves were; see Heb. i. 1,2. 2. Yet 
the honour put upon Moses was far greater 
w. 7): My servant Moses 1s not so, he excels 
them all. To reeompense Moses for his 
meekly and patiently bearing the affronts 
which Miriam and Aaron gave him, God 
not only cleared him, but praised him; and 
took that occasion to give him an eneomium 
which remains upon record to his immortal 
honour; and thus shall those that are reviled 
and persecuted for righteousness’ sake have 
a great reward in heaven, Christ will confess 
them before his Father and the holy angels. 
a.) Moses was a man of great integrity and 
tried fidelity. He is faithful in all my house. 
This is put first in his character, because 
grace exeels gifts, love excels knowledge, and 
sincerity in the service of God puts a greater 
honour upon a man and recommends him to 
the divine favour more than learning, ab- 
struse speculations, and an ability to speak 
with tongues. ‘This is that part of Moses’s 
charaeter whieh the apostle quotes when he 
would show that Christ was greater than 
Moses, making it out that he was so in this 
chief instanee of his greatness; for Moses 
was faithful only as a servant, but Christ as 
a son, Heb. ill. 2, 5, 6. God entrusted 
Moses to deliver his mind in all things to 
Israel; Israel entrusted him to treat for 
them with God; and he was faithful to both. 
He said and did every thing in the manage- 
ment of that great affair as became an honest 
good man, that aimed at nothing else but 
the honour of God and the welfare of Israel. 
(2.) Moses was therefore honoured with 
clearer discoveries of God’s mind, and a 
more intimate communion with God, than 
any other prophet whatsoever. He shall, 
[1.] Hear more from God than any other 
prophet, more clearly and distinetly: ith 
him will I speak mouth to mouth, or face to 
face (Exod. xxx. 11), as a man speaks to his 
friend, whom he discourses with freely and 
familiarly, and without any confusion or con- 
sternation, such as sometimes other pro- 
phets were under; as Ezekiel, and John 
himself, when God spoke to them. By 
other prophets God sent to his people re- 
proofs, and predictions of good or evil, 
whieh were properly enough delivered in 
dark speeches, figures, types, and parables ; 
but by Moses he gave laws to his people, 
and the institution of holy ordinances, which 
could by no means be delivered by dark 
speeches, but must be expressed in the 
plainest and most intelligible manner. [2.] 
He shall see more of God than any other 
prophet: The similitude of the Lord shall he 
behold, as he hath seen it in Horeb, when 
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God proclaimed his name before him. Yet 
he saw only the similitude of the Lord, 
angels and glorified saints always behold the 
face of our Father. Moses had the spirit of 
propheey in a way peculiar to himself, and 
whieh set him far above all other prophets ; 
yet he that is least in the kingdom of heaven 
is greater than he, much more does our Lord 
Jesus infinitely excel him, Heb. iii. 1, &c. 

Now let Miriam and Aaron consider who 
it was that they insulted : Were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses? Against 
my servant, against Moses ? so it runs in the 
original. “ How dare you abuse any servant 
of mine, especially such a servant as Moses, 
who is a friend, a confidant, and steward of 
the house?” How durst they speak to the 
grief and reproach of one whom God had so 
much to say in commendation of? Might 
they not expeet that God would resent it, 
and take it as an affront to himself? Note, 
We have reason to be afraid of saying or do- 
ing any thing against the servants of God; 
it is at our peril if we do, for God will plead 
their cause, and reekon that what touches 
them touches the apple of his eye. It isa 
dangerous thing to offend Christ’s little ones, 
Matt. xviii. 6. Those are presumptuous in- 
deed that are not afraid to speak evil of dig- 
nities, 2 Pet. ii. 10. 

III. God, having thus shown them their 
fault and folly, next shows them his displea- 
sure (v.9): The anger of the Lord was kindled 
against them, of whieh perhaps some sensible 
indications were given in the change of the 
colour of the cloud, or some flashes of light- 
ning from it. But indeed it was indication 
enough of his displeasure that he departed, 
and would not so much as hear their ex- 
cuse, for he needed not, understanding their 
thoughts afar off ; and thus he would show 
that he was displeased. Note, The removal 
of God’s presence from us is the surest and 
saddest token of God’s displeasure against 
us. Woe unto us if he depart; and he never 
departs till we by our sin and folly drive him 
from us. 


10 And the cloud departed from off 
the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam 
became leprous, while as snow: and 
Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, be- 
hold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron 
said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I be- 
seech thee, lay not the sin upon us, 
wherein we have done foolishly, and 
wherein we have sinned. 12 Let her 
not be as one dead, of whom the flesh 
is half consumed when he cometh out 
of his mother’s womb. 13 And Mo- 
ses cried unto the Lorp, saying, Heal 
her now, O God, I beseech thee. 14 
And the Lorp said unto Moses, If her 
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she not be ashamed seven days? let 
her be shut out from the camp seven 
days, and after that let her be received 
in again. 15 And Miriam was shut 
out trom the camp seven days: and 
the people journeyed not till Miriam 
was brought in again. 16 And after- 
ward the people removed from Haze- 
roth, and pitched in the wilderness of 
Paran. 


Here is, I. God’s judgment upon Miriam 
(v. 10): The cloud depurted from off that part 
of the tabernacle, in token of God’s displeasure, 
and presently Miriam became leprous ; when 
God goes, evil comes; expect no good when 
God departs. The leprosy was a disease 
often inflicted by the immediate hand of God 
as the punishment of some particular sin, as 
on Gehazi for lying, on Uzziah for invading 
the priest’s office, and here on Miriam for 
scolding and making mischief among rela- 
tions. The plague of the leprosy, it is likely, 
appeared in her face, so that it appeared to 
all that saw her that she was struck with it, 
with the worst of it, she was leprous as snow; 
not only so white, but so soft, the solid flesh 
losing its consistency, as that which putrefies 
does. Her foul tongue (says bishop Hall) is 
justly punished with a foul face, and her 
folly in pretending to be a rival with Moses 
is made manifest to all men, for every one 
sees his face to be glorious, and hers to be 
leprous. While Moses needs a veil to hide 
his glory, Miriam needs one to hide her 
shame. Note, Those distempers which any 
way deform us ought to be construed as a 
rebuke to our pride, and improved for the 
cure of it, and under such humbling pro- 
vidences we ought to be very humble. lt is 
a sign that the heart is hard indeed if the 
flesh be mortified, and yet the lusts of the 
flesh remain unmortified. It should seem 
that this plague upon Miriam was designed 
for an exposition of the law concerning the 
leprosy (Lev. xii.), for it is referred to upon 
the rehearsal of that law, Deut. xxiv. 8, 9. 
Miriam was struck with a leprosy, but not 
Aaron, because she was first in the trans- 
gression, and God would put a difference 
between those that mislead and those that 
are misled. Aaron’s office, though it saved 
him not from God’s displeasure, yet helped 
to secure him from this token of his dis- 
pleasure, which would not only have sus- 
pended him for the present from officiating, 
when (there being no priests but himself and 
his two sons) he could ill be spared, but it 
would have rendered him and his office 
mean, and would have been a lasting blot 
upon his family. Aaron as priest was to be 
the judge of the leprosy, and his performing 
that part of his office upon this occasion, 
when he looked upon Miriam, and behold she 
wits we was a sufficient mortification to 
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him. He was struçk through her side, and 
could not pronounce her leprous without 
blushing and trembling, knowing himself to 
be equally obnoxious. This judgment upon 
Miriam is improvable by us as a warning 
to take heed of putting any affront upon our 
Lord Jesus. If she was thus chastised for 
speaking against Moses, what will become of 
those that sin against Christ ? 

II. Aaron’s submission hereupon (v. 11, 
12); he humbles himself to Moses, confesses 
his fault, and begs pardon. He that but 
just now joined with his sister in speaking 
against Moses is here forced for himself and 
his sister to make a penitent address to him, 
and in the highest degree to magnify him (as 
if he had the power of God to forgive and 
heal) whom he had so lately vilified. Note, 
Those that trample upon the saints and 
servants of God will one day be glad to make 
court to them; at furthest, in the other 
world, as the foolish virgins to the wise for a 
little oil, and the rich man to Lazarus for a 
little water; and perhaps in this world, as 
Job’s friend to him for his prayers, and here 
Aaron to Moses. Rev. iii. 9. In his submis- 
sion, 1. He confesses his own and his 
sister’s sin, v. 11. He speaks respectfully to 
Moses, of whom he had spoken slightly, calls 
him his lord, and now turns the reproach upon 
himself, speaks as one ashamed of what he 
had said: We have sinned, we have done 
foolishly. Those sin, and do foolishly, who 
revile and speak evil of any, especially of good 
people or of those in authority. Repentance 
is the unsaying of that which we have said 
amiss, and it had better be unsaid than that 
we be undone by it. 2. He begs Moses’s 
pardon: Lay not this sin upon us. Aaron 
was to bring his gift to the altar, but, knowing 
that his brother had something against him, 
he of all men was concerned to reconcile 
himself to his brother, that he might be 
qualified to offer his gift. Some think that 
this speedy submission which God saw him 
ready to make was that which prevented his 
being struck with a leprosy as his sister was. 
3. He recommends the deplorable condition 
of his sister to Moses’s compassionate con- 
sideration (v. 12): Let her not be as one dead, 
that is, “ Let her not continue so separated 
from conversation, defiling all she touches, 
and even to putrefy above ground as one 
dead.” He eloquently describes the misery 
of her case, to move his pity. 

II. The intercession made for Miriam (v 
13): He cried unto the Lord with a loud 
voice, because the cloud, the symbol of his 
presence, was removed and stood at some 
distance, and to express his fervency in this 
request, Heal her now, O Lord, I beseech 
thee. By this he made it to appear that he 
did heartily forgive her the injury she had 
done him, that he had not accused her to 
God, nor called for justice against her; so 
far from this that, when God in tenderness 
to his nonour had chastised her insolence, 
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he was the first that moved for reversing the 
judgment. By this example we are taught 
to pray for those that despitefully use us ; and 
not to take pleasure in the most righteous 
punishment inflicted either by God or man 
on those that have been injurious to us. 
Jeroboam’s withered hand was restored at 
the special instance and request of the pro- 
phet against whom it had been stretched out, 
1 Kings xiii. 6. So Miriam here was healed 
by the prayer of Moses, whom she had 
abused, and Abimelech by the prayer of 
Abraham, Gen. xx. 17. Moses might have 
stood off, and have said, “‘ She is served well 
enough, let her govern her tongue better 
next time; but, not content with being able 
to say that he had not prayed for the inflict- 
ing of the judgment, he prays earnestly for 
the removal of it. ‘This pattern of Moses, 
and that of our Saviour, Father, forgive them, 
we must study to conform to. 

IV. The accommodating of this matter so 
as that mercy and justice might meet to- 
gether. 1. Merey takes place so far as that 
Miriam shall be healed ; Moses forgives her, 
and God will. See 2 Cor. ii. 10. But, 2. Jus- 
tiee takes place so far as that Miriam shall 
be humbled (v. 14): Let her be shut out 
from the camp seven days, that she herself 
might be made more sensible of her fault 
and penitent for it, and that her punishment 
might be the more public, and all Israel 
might take notice of it and take warning by 
it not to mutiny. If Miriam the prophetess 
be put under such marks of humiliation for 
one hasty word spoken against Moses, what 
may we expect for our murmurings? Jf this 
be done in a green tree, what shall be done 
in the dry ? See how people debase and di- 
minish themselves by sin, stain their glory, 
and lay their honour in the dust. When 
Miriam praised God, we find her at the head 
of the congregation, and one of the brightest 
ornaments of it, Exod. xv. 20. Now that 
she quarrelled with God we find her expelled 
as the filth and off-scouring of it. A reason 
is given for her being put out of the eamp 
for seven days, because thus she ought to 
accept of the punishment of her iniquity. If 
her father, her earthly father, had but spit in 
her face, and so signified his displeasure 
against her, would she not be so troubled 
and coneerned at it, and so sorry that she 
had deserved it, as to shut herself up for some 
time in her room, and not come into his pre- 
sence, or show her face in the family, being 
ashamed of her own folly and unhappiness ? 
If such reverence as this be owing to the 
fathers of our flesh, when they correct us, 
much more ought we to humble ourselves 
under the mighty hand of the Father of 
spirits, Heb. xii. 9. Note, When we are 
under the tokens of God’s displeasure for sin, 
it becomes us to take shame to ourselves, 
and to lie down in that shame, owning that to 
us belongs confusion of face. If by our own 
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reproach and contempt of men, the just cen. 
sures of the ehureh, or the rebukes of the 
divine Providence,we must confess that our Fa- 
ther justly spits in our face, and be ashamed. 

V. The hindrance that this gave to the 
people’s progress: The people journeyed not 
till Miriam was brought in again, v.15. God 
did not remove the eloud, and therefore they 
did not remove their camp. This was in- 
tended, 1. As a rebuke to the people, who 
were conscious to themselves of having sin- 
ned after the similitude of Miriam’s transgres- 
sion, in speaking against Moses: thus far 
therefore they shall share in her punishment, 
that it shall retard their march forward 
towards Canaan. Many things oppose us, 
but nothing hinders us in the way to heaven 
as sin does. 2. As a mark of respect to 
Miriam. If the eamp had removed during 
the days of her suspension, her trouble and 
shame had been the greater; therefore, in 
compassion to her, they shall stay till her 
excommuunieation be taken off, and she taken 
in again, it is probable with the usual cere- 
monies of the cleansing of lepers. Note, 
Those that are under censure and rebuke for 
sin ought to be treated with a great deal of 
tenderness, and not be over-loaded, no, not 
with the shame they have deserved, not 
counted as enemies (2 ‘Thess. iii. 15), but for- 
given and comforted, 2 Cor. ii. 7. Sinners 
must be cast out with grief, and penitents 
taken in with joy. When Miriam was ab- 
solved and re-admitted, the people went for- 
ward into the wilderness of Paran, which joined 
up to the south border of Canaan, and thither 
their next remove would have been if they 
had not put a bar in their own way. 
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It is a memorable and very melancholy story which ys related in 
this and the following chapter, of the turning back of Israel from 
the borders of Canaan, whea they were just ready to set fuot in 
it, and the sentencing uf them to wander and perish in the wil- 
derness for their uobelief and murmuring. [Itas referred to Ps. 
xev. 7, &e., aud improved for warning to Christians, Heb. iii. 7, 
&e. In this chapter we have, I. The sendiog of twelve spies befure 
them into Canaan, ver. 1—16. II. The instructions given to 
these spies, ver. 17—20. III. Their executing their commission 
according to their instructions, and their return from the search, 
ver. 21—25. 1V. The report they brought back to the camp of 
Israel, ver. 26, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Send thou men, that 

they may search the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Is- 
rael: of every tribe of their fathers 
shall ye send a man, every one a ruler 
among them. 3 And Moses by the 
commandment of the Lorn sent them 
from the wildernessof Paran: all those 
men were heads of the children of ls- 
rael. 4 And these were their names: 
of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the 
son of Zaccur. 5 Of the tribe of 
Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori. G 
Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son 
7 Of the tribe of Is- 
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sachar, Igal the son of Joseph. 8 Of 
the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son 
of Nun. 9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, 
Palti the son of Raphu. 10 Of the 
tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of 
Sodi. 11 Of the tribe of Joseph, 
namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, 
Gaddi the son of Susi. 12 Of the 
tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Ge- 
malli. 13 Of thetribe of Asher, Sethur 
the son of Michael. 14 Of the tribe 
of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi. 
15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son 
of Machi. 16 These are the names of 
the men which Moses sent to spy out 
the land. And Moses called Oshea 
the son of Nun Jehoshua. 17 And 
Moses sent them to spy out the land 
of Canaan, and said unto them, Get 
you up this way southward, and go 
up into the mountain: 18 And see 
the land, what it zs; and the people 
that dwelleth therein, whether they be 
strong or weak, few or many; 19 And 
what the land is that they dwell in, 
whether it be good or bad; and what 
cities they be that they dwell in, whe- 
ther in tents, or in strong holds; 20 
And what the land is, whether it be 
fat or lean, whether there be wood 
therein, or not. And be ye of good 
courage, and bring of the fruit of the 
land. Now the time was the time of 
the firstripe grapes. 

Here we have, I. Orders given to send 
spies to search out the land of Canaan. It 
is here said, God directed Moses to send 
them (v. 1, 2), but it appears by the repeti- 
tion of the story afterwards (Deut. i. 22) that 
the motion came originally from the people; 
they came to Moses, and said, We will send 
men before us ; and it was the fruit of their 
unbelief. They would not take God’s word 
that it was a good land, and that he would, 
without fail, put them in possession of it. 
They could not trust the pillar of cloud and 
fire to show them the way to it, but had a 
better opinion of their own politics than of 
God’s wisdom. How absurd was it for them 
to send to spy out a land which God himself 
had spied out for them, to enquire the way 
into it when God himself had undertaken to 
show them the way! But thus we ruin our- 
selves by giving more credit to the reports 
and representations of sense than to divine 
revelation; we walk by sight, not by faith ; 
whereas, if we will receive the witness of men, 
without doubt the witness of God is greater. 
The people making this motion te Moses, he 
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(perhaps not aware of the unbelief at the 
bottom of it) consulted God in the case, who 
bade him gratify the people in this matter, 
and send spies before them: “ Let them walk 
in their own counsels.” Yet God was no 
way accessory to the sin that followed, for 
the sending of these spies was so far from 
being the cause of the sin that if the spies 
had done their duty, and the people theirs, 
it might have been the confirmation of their 
faith, and of good service to them. 

Il. The persons nominated that were to 
be employed in this service (w. 4, &c.), one 
of each tribe, that it might appear to be the 
act of the people in general; and rulers, per- 
sons of figure in their respective tribes, some 
of the rulers of thousands or hundreds, to 
put the greater credit upon their embassy 
This was designed for the best, but it proved 
to have this ill effect that the quality of the 
persons occasioned the evil report they 
brought up to be the more credited and the 
people to be the more influenced by it 
Some think that they are all named for the 
sake of two good ones that were among 
them, Caleb and Joshua. Notice is taken 
of the change of Joshua’s name upon this 
occasion, v. 16. He was Moses’s minister, 
but had been employed, though of the tribe 
of Ephraim, as general of the forces that 
were sent out against Amalek. The name 
by which he was generally called and known 
in his own tribe was Oshea, but Moses called 
him Joshua, in token of his affection to him 
and power over him; and now, it should 
seem, he ordered others to call him so, and 
fixed that to be his name henceforward. 
Oshea signifies a prayer for salvation, Save 
thou ; Joshua signifies a promise of salvation, 
He will save, in answer to that prayer: so 
near is the relation between prayers and pro- 
mises. Prayers prevail for promises, and 
promises direct and encourage prayers. 
Some think that Moses designed, by taking 
the first syllable of the name Jehovah and 
prefixing it to his name, which turned Ho- 
shea into Jehoshna, to put an honour upon 
him, and to encourage him in this and all 
his future services with the assurances of 
God’s presence. Yet after this he is called 
Hoshea, Deut. xxxii. 44. Jesus is the same 
name with Joshua, and it is the name of our 
Lord Christ, of whom Joshua was a type as 
successor to Moses, Israel’s captain, and con- 
queror of Canaan. There was another of the 
same name, who was also a type of Christ, 
Zech. vi. 11. Joshua was the saviour of God’s 
people from the powers of Canaan, but Christ 
is their Saviour from the powers of hell. 

III. The instructions given to those spies. 
They were sent into the land of Canaan the 
nearest way, to traverse the country, and to 
take account of its present state, v.17. Two 
heads of enquiry were given them in charge, 
1. Concerning the land itself: See what that 
is (v. 18, and again, v. 19), see whether it be 
good or bad. and (v. 20) whether it be fat or 
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lezn. All parts of the earth do not share 
alike in the blessing of fruitfulness; some 
countries are blessed with a richer soil than 
others. Moses himself was well satisfied 
that Canaan was a very good land, but he 
sent these spies to bring an account of it for 
the satisfaction of the people; as John Bap- 
tist sent to Jesus, to ask whether he was the 
Christ, not to inform himself, but to inform 
those he sent. They must take notice whether 
the air was healthful or no, what the soil was, 
and what the productions ; and, for the better 
satisfaction of the people, they must bring 
with them some of the fruits. 2. Concerning 
the inhabitants—their number, few or many, 
—their size and stature, whether strong able- 
bodied men or weak,—their habitations, whe- 
ther they lived in tents or houses, whether 
in open villages or in walled towns,—-whether 
the woods were standing as in those countries 
that are uncultivated, through the unskilful- 
ness and slothfulness of the inhabitants, or 
whether the woods were cut down, and the 
country made champaign, for the conve- 
nience of tillage. ‘hese were the things 
they were to enquire about. Perhaps there 
had not been of late years such commerce 
between Egypt and Canaan as there was in 
Jacob’s time, else they might have informed 
themselves of these things without sending 
men on purpose to search. See the advan- 
tage we may derive from books and learning, 
which acquaint those that are curious and 
inquisitive with the state of foreign countries, 
at a much greater distance than Canaan was 
now from Israel, without this trouble and 
expense. 

IV. Moses dismisses the spies with this 
charge, Be of good courage, intimating, not 
only that they should be themselves en- 
couraged against the difficulties of this ex- 
pedition, but that they should bring an en- 
couraging account to the people and make 
the best of every thing. It was not only a 
great undertaking they were put upon, which 
required good management and resolution, 
but it was a great trust that was reposed in 
them, which required that they should be 
faithful. 


21 So they went up, and searched 
the land from the wilderness of Zin 
unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 
22 And they ascended by the south, 
and came unto Hebron; where Ahi- 
man, Sheshai, and Taliai, the child- 
ren of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was 
built seven years before Zoan in 
Egypt.) 23 And they came unto the 
brook of Eshcol, and cut down from 
thence a branch with one cluster of 
grapes, and they bare it between two 
upon a staff; and they brought of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. 24 


CREE NIT. 


Mission of the iwelve spies. 


The place was called the brook Fshcol, 
because of the cluster of grapes which 
the children of israel cut down from 
thence. 25 And they returned from 
searching of the land after forty days. 

We have here a short account of the survey 
which the spies made of the promised land. 
1. They went quite through it, from Zin in 
the south, to Rehob, near Hamath, in the 
north, v. 21. See ch. xxxiv.3,8. It s pro- 
bable that they did not go altogether in a 
body, lest they should be suspected and 
taken up, which there would be the more 
danger of if the Canaanites knew (and one 
would think they could not but know) how 
near the Israelites were to them; but they 
divided themselves into several companies, 
and so passed unsuspected, as way-faring men. 
2. They took particular notice of Hebron (w. 
22), probably because near there was the field 
of Machpelah, where the patriarchs were bu- 
ried (Gen. xxiii. 2), whose dead bodies did, 
as it were, keep possession of that land for 
their posterity. ‘To this sepulchre they made 
a particular visit, and found the adjoining 
city in the possession of the sons of Anak, 
who are here named. In that place where 
they expected the greatest encouragements 
they met with the greatest discouragements. 
Where the bodies of their ancestors kept 
possession for them the giants kept posses- 
sion against them. They ascended by the 
south, and came to Hebron, that is, ‘‘ Caleb,” 
say the Jews, “in particular,” for to his 
being there we find express reference, Josh. 
xiv. 9, 12, 13. But that others of the spies 
were there too appears by their description 
of the Anakim, v. 33. 3. They brought a 
bunch of grapes with them, and some other 
of the fruits of the land, as a proof of the 
extraordinary goodness of the country. Pro- 
bably they furnished themselves with these 
fruits when they were leaving the country 
and returning. The cluster of grapes was 
so large and so heavy that they hung it 
upon a bar, and carried it between two of 
them, v. 23, 24. The place whence they 
took it was, from this circumstance, called 
the valley of the cluster, that famous cluster 
which was to Israel both the earnest and the 
specimen of all the fruits of Canaan. Such are 
the present comforts which we have in com- 
munion with God, foretastes of the fulness 
of joy we expect in the heavenly Canaan. 
We may see by them what heaven is. 

26 And they went and came to 
Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the 
congregation of the children of Israel, 
unto the wilderness of Paran, to Ka- 
desh; and brought back word unto 
them, and unto all the congregation, 
and showed them the fruit of the land. 


27 And they told him, and said, We 
came unto the land whither thou 
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sentest us, and surely it floweth with 
milk and honey ; and this zs the fruit 
of it. 28 Nevertheless the people be 
strong that dwell in the land, and the 
cities are walled, and very great: and 
moreover we saw the children of Anak 
there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in 
the land of the south: and the Hit- 
tites, and the Jebusites, and the Amo- 
rites, dwell in the mountains: and 
the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and 
by the coast of Jordan. 30 And Ca- 
leb stilled the people before Moses, 
and said, Let us go up at once, and 
possess it; for we are well able to 
overcome it. 31 But the men that 
went up with him said, We be not 
able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we. 32 And 
they brought up an evil report of the 
land which they had searched unto 
the children of Israel, saying, The 
land, through which we have gone 
to search it, ís a land that eateth up 
the inhabitants thereof; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men ofa 
great stature. 33 And there we saw 
the giants, the sons of Anak, which 
come of the giants: and we were in 
our own sight as grasshoppers, and so 
we were in their sight. 


It is a wonder how the people of Israel 
had patience to stay forty days for the return 
of their spies, when they were just ready to 
enter Canaan, under all the assurances of 
success they could have from the divine 
power, and a constant series of miracles that 
had hitherto attended them; but they dis- 
trusted God’s power and promise, and were 
willing to be held in suspense by their own 
counsels, rather than be brought to a cer- 
tainty by God’s covenant. How much do 
we stand in our own light by our unbelief ! 
Well, at length the messengers return, but 
they agree not in their report. 

I. The major part discourage the people 
from going forward to Canaan; and justly 
are the Israelites left to this temptation, for 
putting so much confidence in the judgment 
of men, when they had the word of God to 
trust to. It isa righteous thing with God 
to give those up to strong delusions who 
will not receive his truth in the love of it. 

1. Observe their revort. (1.) They could 
not deny but that the Iand of Canaan was a 
very fruitful land; the bunch of grapes they 
brought with them was an ocular demonstra- 
tion of it, v. 27. God had promised them a 
land flowing with milk and honey, and the 
evil spies themselves own that it is such a 
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land. Thus even out of the mouth of ad- 
versaries will God be glorified and the truth 
of his promise attested. And yet afterwards 
they contradict themselves, when they say 
(w. 32), It isa land that eateth up the inhabit- 
ants thereof ; as if, though it had milk, and 
honey, and grapes, yet it wanted other ne- 
cessary provisions; some think that there 
was a great plague in the country at the time 
they surveyed it, which they ought to have 
imputed to the wisdom of the divine Provi- 
dence, which thus lessened the numbers of 
their enemies, to facilitate their conquests ; 
but they invidiously imputed it to the un- 
wholesomeness of the air, and thence took 
occasion to disparage the country. For this 
unreasonable fear of a plague in Canaan, they 
were justly cut off immediately by a plague in 
the wilderness, ch. xiv. 37. Eut, (2.) ‘They re- 
presented the conquest of it as altogether 
impracticable, and that it was to no purpose 
to attempt it. The people are strong (v. 28), 
men of a great stuture (v.32), stronger than we, 
v. 31. ‘The cities are represented as impreg- 
nable fortresses: they are walled and very 
great, v. 28. But nothing served their ill 
purpose more than a description of the 
giants, on whom they lay a great stress 
We saw the children of Anak there (v. 28), 
and again, we saw the giants, those men of a 
prodigious size, the sons of Anak, who 
come of the giants, v. 33. They spoke as if 
they were ready to tremble at the mention 
of them, as they had done at the sight of 
them. “O these tremendous giants! when 
we were near them, we were in our own sight 
as grasshoppers, uot only little and weak, 
but trembling and daunted.” Compare Job 
xxxix. 20, Canst thou make him afraid as a 
grasshopper? “ Nay, and so we were in their 
sight ; they looked upon us with as much 
scorn and disdain as we did upon them with 
fear and trembling.” So that upon the whole 
matter they gave it in as their judgment, We 
are not able to go up against them (v 31), and 
therefore must think of taking some other 
course. 

2. Now, even if they had been to judge 
only by human probabilities, they could not 
have been excused from the imputation of 
cowardice. Were not the hosts of Israel 
very numerous? 600,000 effective men, well 
marshalled and modelled, closely embodied, 
and entirely united in interest and affection, 
constituted as formidable an army as perhaps 
was ever brought into the field ; many a less 
has done more than perhaps the conquering 
of Canaan was, witness Alexander’s army. 
Moses, their commander-in-chief, was wise 
and brave; and if the people had put on 
resolution, and behaved themselves valiantly, 
what could have stood before them? It is 
true the Canaanites were strong, but they 
were dispersed (v. 29): Some dwell in the 
south and others in the mountains ; so that 
by reason of their distance they could not 
soon get together, and by reason of their 
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divided interests they could not long keep |engaged it to them. And now this is the 


together, to oppose Israel. 
being plentiful would subsist an army, and, 
though the cities were walled, if they could 
beat them in the field the strong-holds would 
fall of course into their hands. And, lastly, 
as for the giants, their overgrown stature 
would but make them the better mark, and 
the bulkiest men have not always the best 
mettle. 

3. But, though they deserved to be posted 
for cowards, this was not the worst, the 
scripture brands them for unbelievers. It 
was not any human probabilities they were 
required to depend upon, but, (1.) They had 
the manifest and sensible tokens of God’s 
presence with them, and the engagement of 
his power for them. ‘The Canaanites were 
stronger than Israel; suppose they were, but 
were they stronger than the God of Israel? 
We are not able to deal with them, but is not 
God Almighty able? Have we not him in 
the midst of us? Does not he go before us? 
And is any thing too hard for hin? Were 
we as grasshoppers before the giants, and 
are not they less than grasshoppers before 
God? ‘Their cities are walled against us, 
but can they be walled against heaven? 
Besides this, (2.) They had had very great 
experience of the length and strength of God’s 
arm, lifted up and made bare on their behalf. 
Were not the Egyptians as much stronger 
than they as the Canaanites were? And 
yet, without a sword drawn by Israel or a 
stroke struck, the chariots and horsemen of 
Egypt were quite routed and ruined; the 
Amalekites took them at great disadvan- 
tages, and yet they were discomfited. Mi- 
racles were at this time their daily bread; 
were there nothing else, an army so well 
victualled as theirs was, so constantly, so 
plentifully, and all on free cost, would have 
a mighty advantage against any other force. 
Nay, (3.) They had particular promises made 
them of victory and success in their wars 
against the Canaanites. God had given 
Abraham all possible assurances that he 
would put his seed into possession of that 
land, Gen. xv. 18; xvil. 8. He had ex- 
pressly promised them by Moses that he 
would drive out the Canaanites froni before 
them (Exod. xxxiii. 2), and that he would do 
it by little and little, Exod. xxiii. 30. And, 
after all this, for them to say, We are not 
able to go up against them, was in effect to 
say, “God himself is not able to make his 
words good.” It was in effect to give him 
the lie, and to tell him he had undertaken 
more than he could perform. We have a 
short account of their sin, with which they 
infected the whole congregation, Ps. cvi. 24. 
They despised the land, they believed not his 
word. ‘Though, upon search, they had found 
it as good as he had said, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, yet they would not believe 
it as sure as he had said, but despaired of 
having it, though eternal truth itself had 
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II. Caleb encouraged them to go forward, 
though he was seconded by Joshua only (v. 
30): Caleb stilled the people, whom he saw 
already put into a ferment, even before Moses 
himself, whose shining face could not daunt 
them, when they began to grow unruly. 
Caleb sigmifies all heart, and he answered 
his name, was hearty himself, and would 
have made the people so if they would have 
hearkened to him. If Joshua had begun to 
stem the tide, he would have been suspected 
vf partiality to Moses, whose minister he 
was; and therefore he prudently left it to 
Caleb’s management at first, who was of 
the tribe of Judah, the leading tribe, and 
therefore the fittest to be heard. Caleb had 
seen and observed the strength of the inha- 
bitants as much as his fellows, and upon the 
whole matter, 1. He speaks very confidently 
of success: He are well able to overcome 
them, as strong as they are. 2. He animates 
the people to go on, and, his lot lying in the 
van, he speaks as one resolved to lead them 
on with bravery: “ Let us go up at once, one 
hold step, one bold stroke more, will do our 
business; it is all our own if we have but 
courage to make it so: Let us go up and 
possess it.” rie does not say, “ Let us go 
up and conquer it ;” he looks upon that to 
be as good as done already; but, “ Let us 
go up and possess it; there is nothing to be 
done but to enter, and take the possession 
which God, our great Lord is ready to give 
us.” Note, The righteous are bold as a lion. 
Difficulties that lie in the way of salvation 
dwindle and vanish before a lively active 
faith in the power and promise of God. All 
things are possible, if they be but promised, 
to him that believes. 

CHAP. XIV. 


This chapter gives us an account of that fatal quarrel between God 
and Israel upon which, for their murmuring and unbeltef, he 
swore in his wrath that they should not enterinto his rest. liere 
is, I. The mutiny and rebellion of Israel against God, upon the 
report of the evil spres, ver. 1—4. IJ. The fruitless endeavour of 
Moses and Aaron, Caleb and Joshua, to still the tumult, ver. 
5—10. 1il. Their utter ruin justly threatened by an offended 
God, ver. Il, 12. 1V. The humble intercession of Moses for 
them, ver. 13—19. V.A mitigation of the sentence in answer to 
the prayer of Moses; they shall not all he cut off, but the decree 
goes forth ratified with an oath, published to the people, again 
and again repeated, that this whole congregation should perish 
in the wilderness, and none of them enter Canaan but Caleb 
and Joshua only, ver. 20—35. VI. The present death of the evil 
spies, ver. 36—39. VII. The rebuke given to those who attempted 
to go forward notwithstanding, ver. 40—45. And this is written 
for our admonition, that we ‘fall not afterthe same example of 
unbelief.” 


ND all the congregation lifted up 
their voice, and cried; and the 
people wept that night. 2 And all 
thechildrenof Israel murmuredagainst 
Moses and against Aaron: and the 
whole congregation said unto them, 
Would God that we had died in the 
land of Egypt! or would God we had 
died in the wilderness! 3 And where- 
fore hath the Lorp brought us unto 


this land, to fall by the sword, that 
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our wives and our children should be 
a prey? were it not hetter for us to 
return into Egypt? 4 And they said 
one to another, Let us make a captain, 
and let us return into Egypt. 

Here we see what mischief the evil spies 
made by their unfair representation. We 
may suppose that these twelve that were im- 
panelled to enquire concerning Canaan had 
talked it over among themselves before they 
brought in their report in public; and Caleb 
and Joshua, it is likely, had done their ut- 
most to bring the rest over to be of their 
mind, and if they would but have agreed that 
Caleb, according to his post, should have 
spoken for them all, as their foreman, all had 
been well; but the evil spies, it should seem, 
wilfully designed to raise this mutiny, purely 
in opposition to Moses and Aaron, though 
they could not propose any advantage to 
themselves by it, unless they hoped to be 
captains and commanders of the retreat into 
Egypt they were now meditating. But what 
came of it? Here in these verses we find 
those whom they studied to humour put into 
a vexation, and, before the end of the chapter, 
brought to ruin. Observe, 

I. How the people fretted themselves: 
They lifted up their voices and cried (v. 1); 
giving credit to the report of the spies rather 
than to the word of God, and imagining their 
condition desperate, they laid the reins on 
the neck of their passions, and could keep no 
manner of temper. Like foolish froward 
children, they fall a crying, yet know not 
what they ery for. It would have been time 
enough to cry out when the enemy had beaten 
up their quarters, and they had seen the sons 
of Anak at the gate of their camp; but those 
that cried when nothing hurt them deserved 
to have something given them to cry for. 
And, as if all had been already gone, they sat 
down and wept that night. Note, Unbelief, 
or distrust of God, is a sin that is its own 
punishment. Those that do not trust God are 
continually vexing themselves. The world’s 
mourners are more than God’s, and the sor- 
row of the world worketh death. 

II. How they flew in the face of their go- 
vernors—murmured against Moses and Aaron, 
and in them reproached the Lord, v. 2, 3. 
The congregation of elders began the discon- 
tent (v. 1), but the contagion soon spread 
through the whole camp, for the children of 
Israel murmured. Jealousies and discontents 
spread like wildfire among the unthinking 
multitude, who are easily taught to despise 
dominions, and to speak evil of dignities. 1. 
They look back with a causeless discontent. 
They wish that they had died in Egypt with 
the first-born that were slain there, or in the 
wilderness with those that lately died of the 
plague for lusting. See the prodigious mad- 
ness of unbridled passions, which make men 
prodigal even of that which nature accounts 
ea life itself. Never were so many 
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months spent sv pleasantly as these which 
they had spent since they came out of Egypt, 
loaded with honours, compassed with favours, 
and continually entertained with something 
or other that was surprising ; and yet, as if 
all these things had not made it worth their 
while to live, they wished they had died in 
Egypt. And such a light opinion they had 
of God’s tremendous judgments executed on 
their neighbours for their sin that they wished 
they had shared with them in their plagues, 
rather than run the hazard of making a de- 
scent upon Canaan. They wish rather to die 
criminals uader God’s justice than live con- 
querors in his favour. Some read it, O that 
we had died in Egypt, or in this wilderness ! 
O that we might die! ‘They wish to die, for 
fear of dying; and have not sense enough to 
reason as the poor lepers, when rather than 
die upon the spot they ventured into an 
enemy’s camp, If they kill us, we shall but die, 
2 Kings vi. 4. How base were the spirits of 
these degenerate Israelites, who, rather than 
die Gf it come to the worst) like soldiers on 
the bed of honour, with their swords in their 
hands, desire to die like rotten sheep in the 
wilderness. 2. They look forward with a 
groundless despair, taking it for granted (v. 3) 
that if they went on they must fall by the 
sword, and pretend to lay the cause of their 
fear upon the great care they had for their 
wives and children, who, they conclude, wili 
be a prey to the Canaanites. And here isa 
most wicked blasphemous reflection upon 
God himself, as if he had brought them hither 
on purpose that they might fall by the sword, 
and that their wives and children, those poor 
innocents, should be a prey. Thus do they, 
in effect, charge that God who is love itself 
with the worst of malice, and eternal Truth 
with the basest hypocrisy, suggesting that all 
the kind things he had said to them, and 
done for them, hitherto, were intended only 
to decoy them into a snare, and to cover a 
secret design carried on all along to run 
them. Daring impudence! But what will. 
not that tongue speak against heaven that is. 
set on fire of hell? ‘The devil keeps up his 
interest in the hearts of men by insinuating 
to them ill thoughts of God, as if he desired 
the death of sinners, and delighted in the 
hardships and sufferings of his own servants, 
whereas he knows his thoughts to us-ward 
(whether we know them so or no) to be 
thoughts of good, and not of evil, Jer. xxix. 11. 

III. How they came at last to this desperate 
resolve, that, instead of gomg forward to 
Canaan, they would go back again to Egypt. 
The motion is first made by way of query 
only (v. 3): Were it not better for us to re- 
turn into Eyypt? But the ferment being 
high, and the spirits of the people being dis- 
posed to entertain any thing that was per- 
verse, it soon ripened to a resolution, without 
a debate (v. 4): Let us make a captain and 
return to Egypt ; and itis lamented long after 
(Neh wx. 17) that in their rebellion they ap- 
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pointed a captain to return to their bondage ; 
for they knew Moses would not be their cap- 
tain in this retreat. Now, 1. It was the 
greatest folly in the world to wish themselves 
in Egypt, or to think that if they were there 
it would be better with them than it was. If 
they durst not go forward to Canaan, yet 
better be as they were than go baek to Egypt. 
What did they want? What had they to 
complain of? They had plenty, and peace, 
and rest, were under a good government, had 
good company, had the tokens of God’s pre- 
sence with them, and enough to make them 
easy even in the wilderness, if they had but 
hearts to be content. But whither were they 
thus eager to go to better themselves? To 
Egypt! Had they so soon forgotten the sore 
bondage they were in there? Would they 
be again under the tyranny of their task- 
masters, and at the drudgery of making brick? 
And, after all the plagues which Egypt had 
suffered for their sakes, could they expect any 
better treatment there than they had formerly, 
and not rather mueh worse? In how little 
time (not a year and a half) have they for- 
gotten all the sighs of their bondage, and all 
the songs of their deliveranee! Like brute- 
beasts, they mind only what is present, and 
their memories, with the other powers of 
reason, are sacrificed to their passions. See 
Ps. evi. 7. We find it threatened (Deut. 
xxviii. 68), as the eompleting of their misery, 
that they should be brought into Egypt again, 
and yet this is what they here wish for. Sin- 
ners are enemies to themselves; and those 
that walk not in God’s counsels consult their 
own misehief and ruin. 2. It was a most 
senseless ridiculous thing to talk of returning 
thither through the wilderness. Could they 
expect that God’s cloud would lead them or 
his manna attend them? And, if they did 
not, the thousands of Israel must unavoidably 
be lost and perish in the wilderness. Sup- 
pose the difficulties of conquering Canaan 
were as great as they imagined, those of re- 
turning to Egypt were much greater. In 
this let us see, (1.) The folly of discontent 
and impatience under the crosses of our out- 
ward condition. We are uneasy at that which 
1s, complain of our place and lot, and we 
would shift; but is there any plaee or eon- 
dition in this world that has not something 
in it to make us uneasy if we are disposed to 
be so? The way to better our condition is 
to get our spints into a better frame; and 
instead of asking, “‘ Were it not better to go 
to Egypt?” ask, ‘ Were it not better to be 
eontent, and make the best of that whieh is?” 
(2.) The folly of apostasy from the ways of 
God. Heaven is the Canaan set before us, a 
land flowing with milk and honey; those that 
bring up ever so ill a report of it cannot but 
say that it is indeed a good land, only it is 
hard to get to it. Striet and serious godli- 
ness 1s looked upon as an impracticable thing, 
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hardships of a religious life, they run them- 
selves upon the certain fatal consequences ot 
a sinful course; and so they transcribe the 
folly of Israel, who, when they were within a 
step of Canaan, would make a captain, and 
return to Egypt. 


5 Then Mosesand Aaron fellon their 
faces before allthe assembly of the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel. 6 
And Joshua the son of Nun, and Ca- 
leb the son of Jephunneh, which were 
of them that searched the land, rent 
their clothes: 7 And they spake unto 
all the company of the children of Is- 
rael, saying, The land, which we 
passed through to search it, is an ex- 
ceeding good land. 8 If the Lorp 
dehght in us, then he will bring us 
into this land, and give it us; a land 
which floweth with milk and honey. 
9 Only rebel not ye against the Lorp, 
neither fear ye the people of the land; 
for they are bread for us: their de- 
fence is departed from them, and the 
Loxp is with us: fear them not. 10 
But all the congregation bade stone 
them with stones. And the glory of 
the Lorp appeared in the tabernacle 
of the congregation before all the 
children of Israel. 


The friends of Israel here nterpose to save 
them if possible from ruining themseives, but 
in vain. The physicians of their state would 
have healed them, but they would not be 
healed; their watchmen gave them warning, 
but they would not take the warning, and so 
their blood ‘is upon their own heads. 

I. The best endeavours were used to still 
the tumult, and, if now at last they would 
have understood the things that belonged to 
their peaee, all the following mischief would 
have been prevented. 

1. Moses and Aaron did their part, v. 5. 
Though it was against them that they mur- 
mured (v. 2), yet they bravely overlooked the 
affront and injury done them, and approved 
themselves faithful friends to those who were 
outrageous enemies to them. ‘The clamour 
and noise of the people were so great that 
Moses and Aaron eould not be heard; should 
they order any of their servants to proclaim 
silence, the angry multitude would perhaps 
be the more clamorous; and therefore, to 
gain audience in the sight of all the assembly, 
they fell on their faces, thus expressing, (1.) 
Their humble prayers to God to still the noise 
of this sea, the noise of its waves, even the 
tumult of the people. (2.) The great trouble 
and coneern of their own spirits. They fell 
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their own mercies: to see those so 1ll-hu- 
moured who were so well taught. And, (3.) 
Their, great earnestness with the people to 
ccase their murmurings ; they hoped to work 
upon them by this iumble posture, and to 
prevail with them not to persist in their re- 
bellion; Moses and Aaron beseech them, as 
though by them God himself did beseech 
them, to be reconciled unto God. What they 
said to the people Moses relates in the re- 
petition of this story. Deut. i. 29, 30, Be not 
afraid; the Lord your God shall fight for you. 
Note, Those that are zealous friends to pre- 
cious souls will stoop to any thing for their 
salvation. Moses and Aaron, notwithstand- 
ing the posts of honour they are in, prostrate 
themselves to the people to beg of them not 
to ruin themselves. 

2. Caleb and Joshua did their part: they 
rent their clothes in a holy indignation at the 
sin of the people, and a holy dread of the 
wrath of God, which they saw ready to break 
out against them. It was the greater trouble 
to these good men because the tumult was 
occasioned by those spies with whom they 
had been joined in commission; and there- 
fore they thought themselves obliged to do 
what they could to still the storm which their 
fellows had raised. No reasoning could be 
more pertinent and pathetic than theirs was 
(v.7—9), and they spoke as with authority. 

(1.) They assured them of the goodness of 
the land they had surveyed, and that it was 
really worth venturing for, and not a land 
that ate up the inhabitants, as the evil spies 
had represented it. It isan exceedingly good 
land (vw. 7); itis very, very good, so the word 
is; so that they had no reason to despise 
this pleasant land. Note, If men were but 
thoroughly convinced of the desirableness of 
the gains of religion, they would not stick at 
the services of it. 

(2.) They made nothing of the ‘difficulties 
that seemed to lie in the way of their gaining 
the possession of it: ‘‘ Fear not the people of 
the land, v. 9. Whatever formidable ideas 
have been given you of them, the lion is not 
so fierceas he is painted. They are bread for 
us,” that is, “they are set before us rather to 
be fed upon than to be fought with, so easily, 
so pleasantly, and with so much advantage 
to ourselves shall we master them.” Pharaoh 
1s said to have been given them for meat 
(Ps. lxxiv. 14), and the Canaanites will be so 
too. They show that, whatever was sug- 
gested to the contrary, the advantage was 
clear on Israel’s side. For, [1.] 'Though the 
Canaanites dwell in walled cities, they are 
naked: Their defence has departed from them ; 
that common providence which preserves the 
rights of nations has abandoned them, and 
will be no shelter nor protection to them. 
The other spies took notice of their strength, 
but these of their wickedness, and thence in- 
ferred that God had forsaken them, and 
therefore their defence had departed. No 
people can be safe when they have provoked 
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God to leave them. [2.] Though Israel 
dwell in tents they are fortified: The Lord is 
with us, and his name is a strong tower; fear 
them not. Note, While we have the presence 
of God with us, we need not fear the most 
powerful force against us. 

(3.) They showed them plainly that all the 
danger they were in was from their own dis- 
contents, and that they would succeed against 
all their enemies if they did not make God 
theirenemy. On this point alone the cause 
would turn (w. 8): “If the Lord delight in 
us, as certainly he does, and will if we do not 
provoke him, he will bring us into this good 
land ; we shall without fail get itin possession 
by his favour, and the light of his counte- 
nance (Ps. xliv. 3), if we do not forfeit his 
favour and by our own follies turn away our 
own mercies.” It has come to this issue 
(v.9): Only rebel not you against the Lord 
Note, Nothing can ruin sinners but their 
own rebellion. If God leave them, it is be- 
cause they drive him from them; and they 
die because they will die. Noneare excluded 
the heavenly Canaan but those that exclude 
themselves. And, now, could the case have 
been made more plain? could it have been 
urged more closely? But what was the 
effect? 

II. It was all to no purpose; they were 
deaf to this fair reasoning; nay, they were 
exasperated by it, and grew more outrageous: 
All the congregation bade stone them with 
stones, v.10. The rulers of the congrega- 
tion, and the great men (so bishop Patrick), 
ordered the common people to fall upon 
them, and knock their brains out. Their 
case was sad indeed when their leaders thus 
caused them to err. Note, It is common for 
those whose hearts are fully set in them to do 
evil to rage at those who give them good 
counsel. Those who hate to be reformed 
hate those that would reform them, and 
count them their enemies becanse they tell 
them the truth. ‘Chus early did Israel begin 
to misuse the prophets, and stone those that 
were sent to them, and it was this that filled 
the measure of their sin, Matt. xxiii 37. 
Stone them with stones! Why, what evil 
have they done? No crime can be laid to 
their charge; but the truth 1s these two wit- 
nesses tormented those that were obstinate in 
their infidelity, Rev. xi.10. Caleb and Joshua 
had but just said, The Lord is with us ; fear 
them not (v. 9): and, if Israel will not apply 
those encouraging words to their own fears, 
those that uttered them know how to encou- 
rage themselves with them against this en- 
raged multitude that spoke of stoning them, 
as David in a like cause, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. 
Those that cannot prevail to edify others 
with their counsels and comforts should en- 
deavour at least to edify themselves. Caleb 
and Joshua knew they appeared for God and 
his glory, and therefore doubted not but 
God would appear for them and their safety. 
And they were not disappointed, for imme- 
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diately the glory of the Lord appeared, to the 
terror and confusion of those that were for 
stoning the servants of God. When they 
reflected upon God (v. 3), his glory appeared 
not to silence their blasphemies ; but, when 
they threatened Caleb and Joshua, they 
touched the apple of his eye, and his glory 
appeared immediately. Note, ‘Those who 
faithfully expose themselves for God are sure 
to be taken under his special protection, and 
shall be hidden from the rage of men, either 
under heaven or in heaven. 

Il And the Lorp said unto Moses, 
How long will this people provoke 
me? and how long will it be ere they 
believe me, for all the signs which I 
have showed among them? 12 I will 
smite them with the pestilence, and 
disinherit them, and will make of thee 
a greater nation and mightier than 
they. 13 And Moses said unto the 
Lorp, Then the Egyptians shall hear 
it, (for thou broughtest up this peo- 
ple in thy might from among them 5) 
14 And they will tell it to the inha- 
bitants of this land: for they have 
heard that thou Lorp art among this 
people, that thou Lorp art seen face 
to face, and that thy cloud standeth 
over them, and ¿hat thou goest before 
them, by day time in a pillar of a 
cloud, and in a pillar of fire by might. 
15 Now if thou shalt kill all this peo- 
ple as one man, then the nations 
which have heard the fame of thee 
will speak, saying, 16 Because the 
Lorp was not able to bring this peo- 
ple into the land which he sware unto 
them, therefore he hath slain them in 
the wilderness. 17 And now, I be- 
seech thee, let the power of my Lord 
be great, accordingas thouhast spoken, 
saying, 18 The Lorp ts longsuffer- 
ing, and of great mercy, forgiving in- 
iquity and transgression, and by no 
means clearing the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the child- 
ren unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration. 19 Pardon, I beseech thee, 
the iniquity of this people according 
unto the greatness of thy mercy, and 
as thou hast forgiven this people, 
from Egypt even until now. 

Here is, I. The righteous sentence which 
God gave against Israel for their murmuring 

and unbelief, which, though afterwards miti- 
gated, showed what was the desert of their 
sin and the demand of injured justice, and 
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what would have been done if Moses had not 
interposed. When the glory of the Lord ap- 
peared in the tabernacle we may suppose tbat 
Moses took it for a call to him immediateiy 
to come and attend there, as before the taber- 
nacle was erected he went up to the mount in 
a similar case, Exod. xxxii. 30. Thus, while 
the people were studying to disgrace him, 
God publicly put honour upon him, as the 
man of his counsel. Now here we are told 
what God said to him there. 

1. He showed him the great evil of the 
people’s sin, v. 11. What passed between 
God and Israel went through the hands of 
Moses: when they were displeased with God 
they told Moses of it (v. 2); when God was 
displeased with them he told Moses too, 
revealing his secret to his servant the prophet, 
Amos iii. 7. Two things God justly com- 
plains of to Moses :—(1.) Their sin. They 
provoke me, or (as the word signifies) they 
reject, reproach, despise me, for they will not 
believe me. ‘This was the bitter root which 
bore the gall and wormwood. It was their 
unbelief that made this a day of provocation 
in the wilderness, Heb. iii. 8. Note, Distrust 
of God, of his power and promise, is itself a 
very great provocation, and at the bottom of 
many other provocations. Unbelief is a 
great sin (1 John v. 10), and a root sin, 
Heb. iii. 12. (2.) Their continuance in it: 
How long will they do so? Note, The God 
of heaven keeps an account how long sinners 
persist in their provocations ; and the longer 
they persist ‘the more he is displeased. 
The aggravations of their sin were, [1.] 
Their relation to God: This people, a pe- 
culiar people, a professing people. The 
nearer any are to God in name and profession, 
the more he is provoked by their sins, espe- 
cially their unbelief. [2.] The experience 
they had had of God’s power and goodness, 
in all the signs which he had shown amouy 
them, by which, one would think, he had 
effectually obliged them to trust him and 
follow him. The more God has done for 
us the greater is the provocation if we dis- 
trust him, 

2. He showed him the sentence which 
jastice passed upon them forit, v.12. ‘ What 
remains now but that I should make a full 
end of them? It will soon be done. Z will 
smite them with the pestilence, not leave a 
man of them alive, but wholly blot out their 
name and race, and so disinherit them, and 
be no more troubled with them. Ah, I will 
ease me of my adversaries. They wish to 
die; and let them die, and neither root nor 
branch be left of them. Such rebellious 
children deserve to be disinherited.” And 
if it be asked, “ What will become of God’s 
covenant with Abraham then?” here is an 
answer, “ It shall be preserved in the family 
of Moses: I will make of thee a greater na- 
tion”? Thus, (1.) God would try Moses, 
whether he still continued that affection foi 
Israel which he formerly expressed upon a 
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like occasion, in preferring their interests 
before the advancement of his own family ; 
and it is proved that Moses was still of the 
saine public spirit, and could not bear the 
thought of raising his own name upon theruin 
of the name of Israel. (2.) God would teach 
us that he will not be a loser by the ruin of 
sinners. If Adam and Eve had been cut off 
and disinherited, he could have made another 
Adam and another Eve, and have glorified 
his mercy in them, as here he could have 
glorified his mercy in Moses, though Israel 
had been ruined. 

Il. The humble intercession Moses made 
forthem. Their sin had madea fatal breach 
in the wall of their defence, at which destruc- 
tion would certainly have entered if Moses 
had not seasonably stepped in and made it 
good. Here he was a type of Christ, who in- 
terceded for his persecutors, and prayed for 
those that despitefully used him, leaving us 
an example to his own rule, Matt. v. 44. 

1. The prayer of his petition is, in one 
word, Pardon, I beseech thce, the iniquity of 
this people (v. 19), that is, “Do not bring 
upon them the ruin they deserve.” This 
was Christ’s prayer for those that crucified 
him, Father, forgive then. The pardon of a 
national sin, as such, consists in the turning 
away of the national punishment; and that 
is it for which Moses is here so earnest. 

2. The pleas are many, and strongly urged. 

(1.) He insists most upon the plea that is 
taken from the glory of God, v. 13—16. 
With this he begins, and somewhat abruptly, 
taking occasion from that dreadful word, I 
will disinherit them. Lord (says he), then 
the Egyptians shall hear it. God’s honour 
lay nearer to his heart than any interests of 
his own. Observe how he orders this cause 
before God. He pleads, [1.] That the eyes 
both of Egypt and Canaan were upon them, 
and great expectations were raised concern- 
ing them. They could not but have heard 
that thou, Lord, art among this people, v. 14. 
The neighbouring countries rang of it, how 
much this people were the particular care of 
heaven, so as never any people under the sun 
were. {2.] That if they should be cut off 
great notice would be taken of it. ‘The 
Egyptians will hear it (v. 13), for they have 
their spies among us, and they will tell it to 
the inhabitants of the land” (v. 14); for there 
was great correspondence between Egypt and 
Canaan, although not by the way of this wil- 
derness. ‘‘If this people that have made so 
great a noise be all consumed, if their mighty 
pretensions come to nothing, and their light 
go out in a snuff, it will be told with pleasure 
in Gath, and published in the streets of 
Askelon; and what construction will the 
heathen put upon it? It will be impossible 
to make them understand it as an act of God’s 
justice, and as such redounding to God’s ho- 
nour; brutish men know not this (Ps. xcii. 6): 
but they will impute it to the failing of God’s 
power, and so turn it to his reproach, v 16. 
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They will say, He slew them in the wilder- 
ness because he was not able to bring them 
to Canaan, his arm being shortened, and 
his stock of miracles being spent. Now, 
Lord, let not one attrıbute be glorified at the 
expense of another; rather let mercy rejoice 
against judgment than that almighty power 
should be impeached.” Note, The best pleas 
in prayer are those that are taken from God’s 
honour ; for they agree with the first petition 
of the Lord’s Prayer, Hallowed be thy name. 
Do not disgrace the throne of thy glory. God 
pleads it with himself (Deut. xxxii. 27), I 
Jeared the wrath of the enemy ; and we should 
use it as an argument with ourselves to walk 
so in every thing as to give no occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 1 Tim. vi. 1. 

(2.) He pleads God’s proclamation of his 
name at Horeb (v. 17, 18): Let the power of 
the Lord be great. Power is here put for 
pardoning mercy; it is his power over his 
own anger. If he should destroy them, 
God’s power would be questioned; if he 
should continue and complete their salvation, 
notwithstanding the difficulties that arose, 
not only from the strength of their enemies, 
but from their own provocations, this would 
greatly magnify the divine power: what can- 
not he do who could make so weak a people 
conquerors and such an unworthy people 
favourites? The more danger there is of 
others reproaching God’s power the more 
desirous we should be to see it glorified 
To enforce this petition, he refers to the 
word which God had spoken: The Lord is 
long-suffering and of, great mercy. God’s 
goodness had there been spoken of as his 
glory; God gloried in it, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
Now here he prays that upon this occasion 
he would glorify it. Note, We must take 
our encouragement in prayer from the word 
of God, upon which he has caused us to hope, 
Ps. cxix. 49. “Lord, be and do according as 
thou hast spoken; for hast thou spoken, and 
wilt thou not make it good?” ‘Three things 
God had solemnly made a declaration of, 
which Moses here fastens upon, and improves 
for the enforcing of his petition :—[1.] The 
goodness of God’s nature in general, that he 
is long-suffering, or slow to anger, and of 
great mercy; not soon provoked, but tender 
and compassionate towards offenders. [2.] 
His readiness in particular to pardon sin: 
Forgiving iniquity and transgression, sins of 
all sorts. [3.] His unwillingness to proceed 
to extremity, even when he does punish. 
For in this sense the following words may 
be read: That will by no means make quite 
desolate, in visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children. God had indeed said in 
the second commandment that he would thus 
visit, but here he promises not to make a 
full end of families, churches, and nations, 
at once; and so it is very applicable to this 
occasion, for Moses cannot beg that God 
would not at all punish this sin (it would be 
too great an encouragement to rebellion it 
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he should set no mark of his displeasure 
upon it), but that he would not kill all this 
people as one man, v.15. He does not ask 
that they may not be corrected, but that they 
may not be disinherited. And this proclama- 
tion of God’s name was the more apposite to 
his purpose because it was made upon occa- 
sion of the pardoning of their sin in making 
the golden calf. This sin which they had 
now fallen into was bad enough, but it was 
not idolatry. 

(3.) He pleads past experience: As thou 
hast forgiven this people from Egypt, v. 19. 
This seemed to make against him. Why 
should those be forgiven any more who, 
after they had been so often forgiven, revolted 
yet more and more, and seemed hardened 
and encouraged in their rebellion by the 
lenity and patience of their God, and the fre- 
quent pardons they had obtained? Among 
inen it would have been thought impolitic to 
take notice of such a circumstance in a re- 
guest of this nature, as it might operate to 
the prejudice of the petitioner: but, as in 
other things so in pardoning sin, God’s 
thoughts and ways are infinitely above ours, 
Isa. lv. 9. Moses looks upon it as a good 
plea, Lord, forgive, as thou hast forgiven. 
It will be no more a reproach to thy justice, 
nor any less the praise of thy mercy, to for- 
give now, than it has been formerly. There- 
fore the sons of Jacob are not consumed, be- 
cause they have to do with a God that changes 
not, Mal. iii. 6. 

20 And the Lor said, I have par- 
doned according to thy word: 21 But 
as truly as I live, all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lorn. 
22 Because all those men which have 
seen my glory, and my miracles, which 
I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, 
have tempted me now these ten times, 
andhavenothearkened to my voice; 23 
Surely they shail not seethe land which 
I sware untotheir fathers, neither shall 
any of them that provoked me see it: 
24 But my servant Caleb, because he 
had another spirit with him, and hath 
followed me fully, him will I bring 
into the land whereinto he went ; and 
his seed shall possess it. 25 (Now 
the Amalekites and the Canaanites 
dwelt in the valley.) To morrow turn 
you, and get you into the wilderness 
by the way of the Red sea. 26 And 
the Lorp spake unto Moses and unto 
Aaron, saying, 27 How long shall I 
bear with this evil congregation, which 
murmur against me? I have heard 
the murmurings of the children of 
Israel, which they murmur against 


CHAP. XIV. 


God’s answer to Moses 


me. 28 Say unto them, As truly as 
I live, saith the Lorp, as ye have 
spoken in mine ears, so will I do to 
you: 29 Your carcases shall fall in 
this wilderness; and all that were 
numbered of you, according to your 
whole number, from twenty years old 
and upward, which have murmured 
against me, 30 Doubtless ye shall 
not come into the land, concerning 
which I sware to make you dwell 
therein, save Caleb the son of Je- 
phunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun. 
31 But your little ones, which ye said 
should be a prey, them will | bring 
in, and they shall know the land which 
ye have despised. 32 But as for you, 
your carcases, they shall fall in this 
wilderness. 33 And your children 
shall wander in the wilderness forty 
years, and bear your whoredoms, 
until your carcases be wasted in the 
wilderness. 34 After the number of 
the days in which ye searched the 
land, even forty days, each day for a 
year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years, and ye shall know my 
breach of promise. 35 I the Lorp 
have said, 1 will surely do it unto all 
this evil congregation, thatare gathered 
together against me: in this wilder- 
ness they shall be consumed, and 
there they shall die. 


We have here God’s answer to the prayer 
of Moses, which sings both of mercy and 
judgment. It is given privately to Moses 
(w. 20—25), and then directed to be made 
public to the people, v. 26—35. The fre- 
quent repetitions of the same things in it 
speak these resolves to be unalterable. Let 
us see the particulars. 

I. The extremity of the sentence is re- 
ceded from (v. 20): “I have pardoned, so as 
not to cut them all off at once, and disinherit 
them.” ‘See the power of prayer, and the 
delight God takes in putting an honour upon 
it. He designed a pardon, but Moses shall 
have the praise of obtaining it by prayer: it 
shall be done according to thy word; thus, 
as a prince, he has power with God, and pre- 
vails. See what countenance and encourage- 
ment God gives to our intercessions for 
others, that we may be public-spirited in 
prayer. Hereis a whole nation rescued from 
ruin by the effectual fervent prayer of one 
righteous man. See how ready God is to 
forgive sin, and how easy to be entreated : 
Pardon, says Moses (w. 19); I have pardoned, 
says God, v. 20. David found him thus 
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swift to show mercy, Ps. xxxii. 5. He deals 
not with us after our sins, Ps. ciii. 10. 

II. The glorifying of God’s name is, in the 
general, resolved upon, v. 21. It is said, it 
is sworn, All the earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord. Moses in his prayer had 
shown a great concern for the glory of God. 
“Let me alone,” says God, “to secure that 
effectually, and to advance it, by this dispen- 
sation.” All the world shall see how God 
hates sin even in lis own people, and will 
reckon for it, and yet how gracious and mer- 
ciful he is, and how slow to anger. ‘Thus 
when our Saviour prayed, Father, glorify 
thy name, he was immediately answered, I 
have glorified it, and will glorify it yet again, 
John xii. 28. Note, Those that sincerely 
seek God's glory may be sure of what they 
seek. God having turned this prayer for the 
glorifying of himself into a promise, we may 
turn it into praise, in concert with the angels, 
Isa. vi. 3, The earth is full of his glory. 

II. The sin of this people which provoked 
God to proceed against them is here aggra- 
vated, v. 22, 27. It is not made worse than 
really it was, but is shown to be exceedingly 
sinful. It was an evil congregation, each 
bad, but altogether in congregation very bad. 
1. They tempted God—-tempted his power, 
whether he could help them in their straits— 
his goodness, whether he would—and his 
faithfulness, whether his promise would be 
performed. They tempted his justice, whe- 
ther he would resent their provocations and 
punish them or no. ‘They dared him, and in 
effect challenged him, as God does the idols 
{Isa. xli. 23), to do good, or do evil. 2. ‘They 
murmured against him. This is much in- 
sisted on, v. 27. As they questioned what 
he would do, so they quarrelled with him for 
every thing he did or had done, continually 
fretting and finding fault. It does not appear 
that they murmured at any of the laws or 
ordinances that God gave them (though they 
proved a heavy yoke), but they murmured at 
the conduct they were under, and the pro- 
vision made for them. Note, ,It is much 
easier to bring ourselves to the external 
services of religion, and observe all the for- 
malities of devotion, than to live a life of 
dependence upon, and submission to, the 
divine Providence in the course of our con- 
versation. 3. They did this after they had 
seen God’s miracles in Egypt and in the 
wilderness, v. 2. They would not believe 
their own eyes, which were witnesses for 
God that he was in the midst of them of a 
truth. 4. They had repeated the provoca- 
tions ten times, that is, very often: the 
Jewish writers reckon this exactly the tenth 
time that the body of the congregation had 
provoked God. First, at the Red Sea, Exod. 
xiv. 11. In Marah, Exod. xv. 23, 24. In 
the wilderness of Sin, Exod. xvi. 2. ‘Twice 
about manna, Exod. xvi. 20, 27. At Rephi- 
dim, Exod. xvii. 1, 2. The golden calf, 
Exod. xxxii. Then at Taberah. ‘Then at 
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Kibroth-Hattaavah, ch. xi. And so this was 
the tenth. Note, God keeps an account 
how often we repeat our provocations, and 
will sooner or later set them in order before 
us. 5. They had not hearkened to his 
voice, though he had again and again ad- 
monished them of their sin. 

IV. The sentence passed upon them for 
this sin. 1. That they should not see the 
promised land (v. 23), nor come into it, v. 30. 
He swore in his wrath that they should not 
enter into his rest, Ps. xev. 11. Note, 
Disbelief of the promise is a forfeiture of 
the benefit of it. Those that despise the 
pleasant land shall be shut out of it. The 
promise of God should be fulfilled to their 
posterity, but not to them. 2. That they 
should immediately turn back into the wil- 
derness, v. 25. Their next remove should 
be a retreat. They must face about, and 
instead of going forward to Canaan, on the 
very borders of which they now were, they 
must withdraw towards the Red Sea again. 
To-morrow turn you; that is, “ Very shortly 
you shall be brought back to that vast how- 
ling wilderness which you are so weary of. 
And itis time to shift for your own safety, 
for the Amalekites lie in wait in the valley, 
ready to attack you if you march forward.” Of 
them they had been distrustfully afraid (ch. xiii. 
29), and now with them God justly frightened 
them. The fear of the wicked shall come upon 
him. 3. That all those who had now grown 
up to men’s estate should die in the wilder- 
ness, not all at once, but by degrees. ‘They 
wished that they might die in the wilderness, 
and God said Amen to their passionate wish, 
and made their sin their ruin, snared them in 
the words of their mouth, and caused their own 
tongue to fall upon them, took them at their 
word, and determined“ that their carcases 
should fall in the wilderness, v. 28, 29, and 
again, v. 32, 35. See with what contempt 
they are spoken of, now that they had by 
their sin made themselves vile; the mighty 
men of valour were but carcases, when the 
Spirit of the Lord had departed from thei. 
They were all as dead men. ‘Their fathers 
had such a value for Canaan that they desired 
to have their dead bodies carried thither to 
be buried, in token of their dependence 
upon God’s promise that they should have 
that land for a possession: but these, having 
despised that good land and disbelieved the 
promise of it, shall not have the honour to 
be buried in it, but shall have their graves 
in the wilderness. 4. That in pursuance 
of this sentence they should wander to and 
fro in the wilderness, like travellers that have 
lost themselves, for forty years; that is, so 
long as to make it full forty years from their 
coming out of Egypt to their entrance into 
Canaan, v. 33, 34. Thus long they were 
kept wandering, (1.) To answer the number 
of the days in which the spies were searching 
the land. ‘They were content to wait forty 
days for the testimony of men, because they 
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justly are they kept forty years waiting for 
the performance of God’s promise. (2.) That 
hereby they might be brought to repentance, 
and find mercy with God in the other world, 
whatever became of themin this. Now they 
had time to bethink themselves, and to con- 
sider their ways; and the inconveniences of 
the wilderness would help to humble them 
and prove them, and show them what was in 
their heart, Deut. viii. 2. Thus long they 
bore their iniquities, feeling the weight of 
God’s wrath in the punishment. They were 
made to groan under the burden of their own 
sin that brought it upon them, which was foo 
heavy for them to bear. (3.) That they might 
sensibly feel what a dangerous thing it is for 
God’s covenant-people to break with him: 
“ You shall know my breach of promise, both 
the causes of it, that it is procured by your 
sin” (for God never leaves any till they first 
leave him), “and the consequences of it, 
that it will produce your ruin; you are quite 
undone when you are thrown out of cove- 
nant.” (4.) That a new generation might in 
this time be raised up, which could not be 
done all of a sudden. And the children, 
being brought up under the tokens of God’s 
displeasure against their fathers, and so bear- 
ing their whoredoms (that is, the punishment 
of their sins, especially their idolatry about 
the golden calf, which God now remembered 
against them), might take warning not to 
tread in the steps of their fathers’ disobedi- 
ence. And their wandering so long in the 
wilderness would make Canaan at last the 
more welcome to them. It should seem that 
upon occasion of this sentence Moses penned 
the ninetieth Psalm, which is very apposite 
to the present state of Israel, and wherein 
they are taught to pray that since this sen- 
tence could not be reversed it might be 
sanctified, and they might learn to apply their 
hearts unto wisdom. 

V. The mercy that was mixed with this 
severe sentence. 

1. Mercy to Caleb and Joshua, that though 
they should wander with the rest in the wil- 
derness, yet they, and they only of all that 
were now above twenty years old, should 
survive the years of banishment, and live to 
enter Canaan. Caleb only is spoken of (v. 
24), and a particular mark of honour put 
upon him, both, (1.) In the character given 
of him: he had another spirit, different from 
the rest of the spies, an after-spirit, which 
furnished him with second thoughts, and he 
followed the Lord fully, kept close to his 
duty, and went through with it, though 
deserted and threatened; and, (2.) In the 
recompence promised to him: Him will I 
bring in due time into the land whereinto he 
went. Note [1.] It ought to be the great 
care and endeavour of every one of us to 
follow the Lord fully. We must, in a course 
of obedience to God’s will and of service to 
his honour, follow him universally, without 
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dividing, —uprightly, without dissembling,— 
cheerfully, without disputing,—and con- 
stantly, without declining ; and this is follow- 
ing him fully. [2.] Those that would follow 
God fully must have another spirit, another 
from the spirit of the world, and another 
from what their own spirit has been. ‘hey 
must have the spirit of Caleb. [3.] Those 
that follow God fully in times of general 
apostasy God will own and honour by 
singular preservations in times of general 
calamity. ‘The heavenly Canaan shall be 
the everlasting inheritance of those that fol- 
low the Lord fully. When Caleb is again 
mentioned (v. 30) Joshua stands with him, 
compassed with the same favours and crowned 
with the same honours, having stood with 
him in the same services. 

2. Mercy to the children even of these 
rebels. ‘They should have a seed preserved, 
and Canaan secured to that seed: Your 
little ones, now under twenty years old, which 
you, in your unbelief, said should be a prey, 
them will I bring in, v. 31. They had invi- 
diously charged God with a design to ruin 
their children, v. 3. But God will let them 
know that he can put a difference between 
the guilty and the innocent, and cut them off 
without touching their children. ‘Thus the 
promise made to Abraham, though it seemed 
to fail for a time, was kept from failing for 
evermore; and, though God chastened their 
transgressions With a rod, yet his loving kind- 
ness he would not utterly take away. 

36 And the men which Moses sent 
to search the land, who returned, and 
made all the congregation to murmur 
against him, by bringing up a slander 
upon the land, 37 Even those men 
that did bring up the evil report upon 
the land, died by the plague before 
the Lorp. 38 But Joshua the son of 
Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
which were of the men that went to 
search the land, lived still. 39 And 
Moses told these sayings unto all the 
children of Israel: and the people 
mourned greatly. 40 And they rose 
up early in the morning, and gat them 
up into the top of the mountain, say- 
ing, Lo, we be here, and will go up 
unto the place which the Lorp hath 
promised: for we have sinned. 41 
And Moses said, Wherefore now do 
ye transgress the commandment of 
the Lorn? but it shall not prosper. 
42 Go not up, for the Lorp zs not 
among you; that ye be not smitten 
before your enemies. 43 For the 
Amalekites and the Canaanites are 


there before you, and ye shall fall by 
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from the Lorn, therefore the Lorp 
will not be with you. 44 But they 
presumed to go up unto the hill top: 
nevertheless the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp, and Moses, departed 
not out of the camp. 45 Then the 
Amalekites came down, and the Ca- 
naanites which dwelt in that hill, and 
smote them, and discomfited them, 
even unto Hormah. 


Here is, I. The sudden death of the ten 
evil spies. While the sentence was passing 
upon the people, before it was published, 
they died of the plague before the Lord, v. 
36, 37. Now, 

1. God hereby showed his particular dis- 
pleasure against those who sinned and made 
Israel to sin. (1.) They sinned themselves, 
in bringing up a slander upon the land of 
promise. Note, Those greatly provoke God 
who misrepresent religion, cast reproach upon 
it, and raise prejudices in men’s minds against 
it, or give occasion to those to do so who 
seek occasion. ‘Those that represent the 
service of God as mean and despicable, 
melancholy and uncomfortable, hard and 
impracticable, needless and unprofitable, 
bring up an evil report upon the good land, 
pervert the right ways of the Lord, and in 
effect give him the lie. (2.) They made 
Israel to sin. They designedly made all the 
congregation murmur against God. Note, 
Ring-leaders in sin may expect to fall under 
particular marks of the wrath of God, who will 
severely reckon for the blood of souls, which 
is thus spilt. 

2 God hereby showed what he could have 
done with the whole congregation, and gave 
an earnest of the execution of the sentence 
now passed upon them. He that thus cut 
off one of a tribe could have cut off their 
whole tribes suddenly, and would do it gra- 
dually. Note, The remarkable deaths of 
notorious sinners are earnests of the final 
perdition of ungodly men, 2 Pet. ii. 5, 6. 
Thus the wrath of God is revealed, that 
sinners may hear and fear. 

II. The special preservation of Caleb and 
Joshua: They lived still, v. 38. It is proba- 
ble that all the twelve spies stood together, 
for the eyes of all Israel were now upon 
them ; and therefore it is taken notice of as 
very remarkable, and which could not but 
be affecting to the whole congregation, that 
when the ten evil spies fell down dead of the 
plague,a malignant infectious distemper, yet 
these two that stood among them lived, and 
were well. God hereby confirmed their tes- 
timony, and put those to confusion that 
spoke of stoning them. He likewise gave 
them an assurance of their continued preser- 
vation in the wilderness, when thousands 
should fall on their right hand and on their 
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Ps. xc. 7. Death never misses his 
mark, nor takes any by oversight that were 
designed for life, though in the midst of 
those that were to die. 

HI. The publication of the sentence to all 
the people, v. 36. He told them all what the 
decree was which had gone forth concerning 
them, and which could not be reversed, that 
they must all die in the wilderness, and Ca- 
naan must be reserved for the next genera- 
tion. It was a very great disappointment, 
we may well think, to Moses himself, who 
longed to be in Canaan, as well as to all the 
people; yet he acquiesced, but they wept 
and mourned greatly. ‘The assurance which 
Moses had of God’s being glorified by this 
sentence gave him satisfaction, while the 
consciousness of their own guilt, and their 
having procured it to themselves, gave them 
the greatest vexation. ‘They weptfor nothing 
(v. 1), and now they have cause given them 
to weep; so justly are murmurers made 
mourners. If they had mourned for the sin 
when they were faithfully reproved for it (w. 
9), the sentence would have been prevented ; 
but now that they mourned for the judgment 
only their grief came too late, and did them 
no service; they found no place for repentance, 
though they sought it carefully with tears, 
Heb. xii. 17. Such mourning as this there 
is in hell, but the tears will not quench the 
flames, no, nor cool the tongue. 

IV. The foolish fruitless attempts of some 
of the Israelites to enter Canaan, notwith- 
standing the sentence. 

1. They were now eager to go forward 
towards Canaan, v.40. ‘They were up early, 
mustered all their force, got together in a 
body, and begged of Moses to lead them on 
against the enemy, and now there is no more 
talk among them of making a captain to 
return into Egypt. ‘They confess their fault: 
We have sinned ; they profess reformation - 
Lo, we be here, and will goup. They now 
desire the land which they had despised,and 
put a confidence in the promise which they 
had distrusted. Thus when God judges he 
will overcome, and, first or last, will convince 
sinners of the evil ofall their ungodly deeds, 
and hard speeches, and force them to recal 
their own words. But, though God was 
glorified by this recantation of theirs, they 
were not benefited by it, because it came too 
late. The decree had gone forth, the con- 
sumption was determined; they did not seek 
the Lord while he might be found, and now 
he would not be found. O, if men would 
but be as earnest for heaven while their 
day of grace lasts as they will be when it is 
over, would be as solicitous to provide 
themselves with oil while the bridegroom 
tarries as they will be when the bridegroom 
comes, how well were it for them! 

2. Moses utterly disallows their motion, 
and forbids the expedition they were me- 
ditating: Go not up, v. 41—43. (1.) He 
gives them warning of the sin; it is trans 
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gressing the commandment of the Lord, who 
nad expressly ordered them, when they did 
move, to move back towards the Red Sea. 
Note, That which has been duty, in its season, 
when it comes to be mistimed may be turned 
into sin. Itis true the command he refers 
to was in the nature of a punishment, but he 
that has not obeycd the law is obliged to 
submit to the penalty, for the Lord rs our 
Judge as well as Lawgiver. (2.) He gives 
them warning of the danger: “ It shall not 
prosper, never expect it.” Note, It is folly 
to promise ourselves success in that which 
we undertake contrary to the mind of God. 
“ The Canaanites are before you to attack you, 
and the Lord is not among you to protect you 
and fight for you, and therefore look to your- 
selves that you be not smitten before your 
enemies.” Those that are out of the way of 
their duty are from under God’s protection, 
and go at their peril. Itis dangerous going 
where we cannot expect God should go along 
with us. Nay, he plainly foresees and fore- 
tels their defeat: You shall fall by the sword 
of the Amalekites and Canaanites (who were 
to have fallen by their sword); because you 
are turned away from the Lord, from follow- 
ing the guidance of his precept and promise, 
therefore the Lord will not be with you. Note, 
God will certainly leave those that leave him ; 
and those that are left of him lie exposed to 
all misery. 

3. They venture notwithstanding. Never 
was people so perverse and so desperately re- 
solved in every thing to walk contrary to 
God. God bade them go, and they would 
not; he forbade them, and they would. ‘Thus 
is the carnal mind enmity to God: They pre- 
sumed to go up unto the hill-top, v.44. Here, 
(1.) They struggled against the sentence of 
divine justice, and would press on in defiance 
of it. (2.) They slighted the tokens of God's 
presence, for they would go though they left 
Moses and the ark of the covenant behind 
them. ‘They had distrusted God’s strength, 
and now they presume upon their own with- 
out his. 

4. The expedition speeds accordingly, v. 45. 
The enemy had posted themselves upon the 
top of the hill, to make good that pass against 
the invaders, and, being informed by their 
scouts of their approach, sallied out upon 
them, and defeated them, and it is probable 
that many of the Israelites were killed. Now 
the sentence began to be executed that their 
carcases should fall in the wilderness. Note, 
That affair can never end well that begins 
with sin. The way to obtain peace with our 
friends, and success against our enemies, is 
to make God our friend, and keep ourselves 
in his love. The Jews, like these their an- 
cestors, when they had rejected Christ’s 
righteousness, attempted to establish their 
own, and it sped as this. 


CHAP. XV. 


This chapter, which is mostly concerning sacrifice and offering, 
comes ia between the story of two rebellions (on ch. xiv. the 
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XV. 
other ch. xvi,), to signify that these legal institutions were typical 
of the gifts which Christ was to receive even for the rebellious, 
Ps. Ixvni. 13. In the foregoing chapter, upon Israel’s provoca- 
tion, God had determioved to destroy them, and in token of his 
wrath had sentenced theim to perish iu the wilderness. But, 
upon Moses's intercession, he said, “I have pardoned ;” ond, 
in token of that mercy, in this chapter he repeats and exp.ains 
some of the laws concerniag offerings, to show that he was re- 
conciled to them, uotwithstanding the severe dispensation they 
were under, and would not uachurch them. Here is, 1. The 
law concerning the meat-offerings and drink-offerings (ver, 1—12) 
loth for Israelites and for strangers (ver. 13—16), and a law con- 
cerning the heave-offeriags of the first of their dough, ver. 17—21. 
Il. The law concerning sacrifices for sias of ignorance, ver. 
22--29. Ill. The punishment of presumptuous sins (ver. 30, 31), 
and an instance given in the sahhath-breaker, ver. 32—36. IV. 
A law concerning fringes, for memorandums, upon the borders 
of their garments, ver. 37, &c. 


“(ye the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, and say unto them, When 
ye be come into the land of your 
habitations, which I give unto you, 3 
And will make an offering by fire unto 
the Lorp, a burnt offering, or a sa- 
crifice in performing a vow, or ina 
freewill offering, or in your solemn 
feasts, to make a sweet savour unto 
the Lorp, of the herd, or of the flock: 
4 Then shall he that offereth his of- 
fering unto the Lorp bring a meat 
offering of a tenth deal of flour mingled 
with the fourth paré of a hin of oil. 
5 And the fourth part of a hin of 
wine for a drink offering shalt thou 
prepare with the burnt offering or sa- 
crifice, for one lamb. 6 Or for a ram, 
thou shalt prepare for a meat offering 
two tenth deals of flour mingled with 
the third part of a hin of oil. 7 
And for a drink offering thou shalt 
offer the third paré of a hin of wine, 
for a sweet savour unto the Lorp. 8 
And when thou preparest a buliock 
for a burnt offering, or for a sacrifice 
in performing a vow, or peace offer- 
ings unto the Lorp: 9 Then shall 
he bring with a bullock a meat offer- 
ing of three tenth deals of flour mingled 
with halfa hin of oil. 10 And thou 
shalt bring for a drink offering half a 
hin of wine, for an offering made by 
tire, of a sweet savour unto the Lorn. 
11 Thus shall it be done for one bul- 
lock, or for one ram, or for a lamb, or 
a kid. 12 According to the number 
that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do 
to every one according to their num- 
ber. 13 All that are born of the coun- 
try shall do these things after this 
manner, in offering an offering made 
by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 
Lor». 14 And if a stranger sojourn 
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with you, or whosoever be among fine flour, 1 Kings iv. 22. And it was fit that 


you in your generations, and will offer 
an offering made by fire, of a sweet 
savour unto the Lorp; as ye do, so he 
shall do. 15 One ordinance shall be 
both for you of the congregation, and 
also for the stranger that sojourneth 
with you, an ordinance for ever in your 
generations: as ye are, so shall the 
stranger be before the Lorp. 16 One 
law and one manner shall be for you, 
and for the stranger that sojourneth 
with you. 17 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 18 Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, When ye come into the land 
whither I bring you, 19 Then it shall 
be, that, when ye eat of the bread of 
the land, ye shall offer up a heave 
offering unto the Lorp. 20 Ye shall 
offer up a cake of the first of your 
dough for a heave offering: as ye do 
the heave offering of the threshing- 
floor, so shali ye heave it. 21 Ofthe 
first of your dough ye shall give unto 
the Lorp a heave offering in your 
generations. 

Here we have, 

I. Full instructions given concerning the 
meat-offerings and drink-offerings, which 
were appendages to all the sacrifices of ani- 
mals. The beginning of this law is very en- 
couraging: When you come into the land of 
your habitation which I give unto you, then 
you shall do so and so, v.2 This was a 
plain intimation, not only that God was re- 
conciled to them notwithstanding the sentence 
he had passed upon them, but that he would 
secure the promised land to their seed not- 
withstanding their proneness to rebel against 
him. They might think some time or other 
they should be guilty of a misdemeanour that 
would be fatal to them, and would exclude them 
for ever, as the last had done for one generation; 
but this intimates an assurance that they 
should be kept from provoking God to such 
a degree as would amount to a forfeiture; for 
this statute takes it for granted that there 
were some of them that should in due time 
come into Canaan. The meat-offerings were 
of two sorts; some were offered alone, and 
we have the law concerning those, Lev. ii. 1, 
&e. Others were added to the burnt-offerings 
and peace-offerings, and constantly attended 
them, and about these direction is here given. 
It was requisite, since the sacrifices of acknow- 
ledgment (specified in v. 3) were intended as 
the food of God’s table, that there should be 
a constant provision of bread, oil, and wine, 
whatever the flesh-meat was. The caterers 
or purveyors for Solomon’s temple provided 
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God should keep a good house, that his table 
should be furnished with bread as weii as 
flesh, and that his cup should run over. In 
my Father’s house there is bread enough. 
Now the intent of this law is to direct what 
proportion the meat-offering and drink-offer- 
ing should bear to the several sacrifices to 
which they were annexed. If the sacrifice 
was a lamb or a kid, then the meat-offering 
must be a tenth-deal of flour, that is, an omer, 
which contained about five pints; this must 
be mingled with oil, the fourth part of a hin 
(a hin contained about five quarts), and the 
drink-offering must be the same quantity of 
wine, about a quart and half a pint, v. 3—5. 
Ifit was a ram, the meat-offering was doubled, 
two tenth-deals of flour, about five quarts, 
and a third part of a hin of oil (which was to 
them as butter is to us) mingled with it; and 
the same quantity of wine for a drink-offering, 
v. 6, 7. If the sacrifice was a bullock, the 
meat-offering was to be trebled, three omers, 
with five pints of oil, and the same quantity 
of wine for a drink-offering, v. 8—10. And 
thus for each sacrifice, whether offered by a 
particular person or at the common charge. 
Note, Our religious services should be go- 
verned, as by othe: rules, so by the rule of 
proportion 

IF. Natives anc strangers are here set upon 
a level, in this as in other matters (v. 13—16): 
“ One law shall be for you and for the stranger 
that is proselyted to the Jewish religion.” 
Now, 1. This was an invitation to the Gen- 
tiles to becoine proselytes, and to embrace 
the faith and worship of the true God. In 
civil things there was a difference between 
strangers and true-born Israelites, but not in 
the things of God; as you are, so shall the 
stranger be before the Lord, for with him there 
is no respect of persons. See Isa. lvi. 3. 
2. This was an obligation upon the Jews to 
be kind to strangers, and not to oppress 
them, because they saw them owned and ac- 
cepted of God. Communion in religion is a 
great engagement to mutual affection, and 
should slay all enmities. 3. It was a morti-. 
fication to the pride of the Jews, who are apt 
to be puffed up with their birthright privi- 
leges. ‘‘ We are Abraham’s seed.” God let 
them know that the sons of the stranger were 
as welcome to him as the sons of Jacob; no 
man’s birth or parentage shall turn either to 
his advantage or his prejudice in his accept- 
ance with God. This likewise intimated that, 
as believing strangers should be accounted 
Israelites, so unbelieving Israelites should be 
accounted strangers. 4. It was a happy pre- 
sage of the calling of the Gentiles, and of 
their admission into the church. If the law 
made so little difference between Jew and 
Gentile, much less would the gospel make, 
which broke down the partition-wall, and re- 
conciled both to God in one sacrifice, without 
the observance of the legal ceremonies. 

IH. A law for the offering of the first of 
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their dough unto the Lord. This, as the 
former, goes upon the comfortable supposi- 
tion of their having come into the promised 
land, v.18. Now that they lived upon manna 
they needed not such an express acknow- 
ledgment of God’s title to their daily bread, 
and their dependence upon him for it, the 
thing spoke for itself; but in Canaan, where 
they should eat the fruit of their own industry, 
God required that he should be owned as 
their landlord and their great benefactor. 
They must not only offer him the first-fruits 
and tenths of the corn in their fields (these 
had been already reserved); but when they 
had it in their houses, in their kneading 
troughs, when it was almost ready to be sct 
upon their tables, God must have a further 
tribute of acknowledgment, part of their 
dough (the Jews say a fortieth part, at least, 
of the whole lump) must be heaved or offered 
up to God (v. 20, 21), and the priest must 
have it for the use of his family. ‘Thus they 
must own their dependence upon God for 
their daily bread, even when they had it in 
the house with them; they must then wait 
on God for the comfortable use of it; for we 
read of that which was brought home, and 
yet God did blow upon it, and it came to 
little, Hag. i. 9. Christ has taught us to 
pray not, Give us this year our yearly harvest, 
but Give us this day our daily bread. God 
by this law said to the people, as the prophet 
long afterwards said to the widow of Sarepta 
(1 Kings xvii. 13), Only make me thereof a 
little cake first. ‘This offering was expressly 
kept up by the laws of Ezekiel’s visionary 
temple, and it is a commandment with pro- 
mise of family-mercies (Ezek. xliv. 30): You 
shall give unto the priest the first of your 
dough, that he may cause the blessing to rest 
in thy house; for, when God has had his 
dues out of our estates, we may expect the 
comfort of what falls to our share. 


22 And if ye have erred, and not 
observed all these commandments, 
which the Lorp hath spoken unto 
Moses, 23 Even all that the Lorp 
hath commanded you by the hand of 
Moses, from the day that the Lorp 
commanded Moses, and henceforward 
among your generations; 24 Then it 
shall be, if aught be committed by 
ignorance without the knowledge of 
the congregation, that all the congre- 
gation shall offer one young bullock 
for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour 
unto the Lorp, with his meat offer- 
ing, and his drink offering, according 
to the manner, and one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering. 25 And the 
priest shall make an atonement for 
all the congregation of the children of 
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Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; 
for it is ignorance: and they shall 
bring their offering, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lorp, and their sin 
offering before the Lorp, for their 
ignorance: 26 And it shall be forgiven 
all the congregation of the children of 
Israel, andthe stranger thatsojourneth 
among them; seeing all the people 
were in ignorance. 27 And if any 
soul sin through ignorance, then he 
shall bring a she goat of the first year 
for a sin offering. 28 And the priest 
shall make an atonement for the soul 
that sinneth ignorantly, when he sin- 
neth by ignorance before the Lors, 
to make an atonement for him; and 
it shall be forgiven him. 29 Ye shall 
have one law for him that sinneth 
through ignorance, both for him that 
is born among the children of Israel, 
and for the stranger that sojourneth 
among them. 


We have here the laws concerning sacrifices 
for sins of ignorance; the Jews understand 
it of idolatry, or false worship, through the 
error of their teachers. The case here sup- 
posed is that they had not observed all these 
commandments, v. 22,23. If they had failed 
in the offerings of their acknowledgment, and 
had not brought them according to the law, 
then they must bring an offering of atone- 
ment, yea, though the omission had been 
through forgetfulness or mistake. If they 
failed in one part of the ceremony, they must 
make it up by the observance of another part, 
which was in the nature of a remedial law. 
1. The case is put of a national sin, com- 
mitted through ignorance, and become cus- 
tomary through a vulgar error (v. 24)—the 
congregation, that is, the body of the people, 
for so it is explained (v. 25): All the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel. The cere- 
monial observances were so numerous, and 
so various, that, it might easily be supposed, 
some of them by degrees would be forgotten 
and disused, as particularly that immediately 
before concerning the heave-offering of their 
dough : now if, in process of time, upon con- 
sulting the law, there should appear to have 
been a general neglect of that or any other 
appointment, then a sacrifice must be offered 
for the whole congregation, and the oversight 
shall he forgiven (v. 25, 26) and not punished, 
as it deserved, with some national judgment. 
The offering of the sacrifice according to the 
manner, or ordinance, plainly refers to a for- 
mer statute, of which this is the repetition ; 
and the same bullock which is there called a 
sin-offering (Lev. iv. 13, 21) is here called a 
burnt-offering (v. 24), because it was wholly 
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burnt, though not upon the altar, yet without 
the camp. And here is the addition of a hid 
nf the goats for a sin-offering. According to 
this law, we find that Hezekiah made atone- 
ment for the errors of his father’s reign, by 
seven bullocks, seven rams, seven lambs, and 
seven he-goats, which he offered as a sin-offer- 
ing for the kingdom, and for the sanctuary, 
and for Judah (2 Chron. xxix. 21), and for all 
Tsrael,v. 24. And we find the like done after 
the return out of captivity, Ezra vill. 35. 2. 
It is likewise supposed to be the case of a 
particular person: If any soul sin through 
ignorance (v. 27), neglecting any part of his 
duty, he must bring his offering, as was ap- 
pointed, Lev. iv. 27, &c. ‘Thus atonement 
shall be made for the soul that sins, when he 
sins through ignorance, v. 28. Observe, (1.) 
Sins committedignorantly need to have atone- 
ment made for them; for, though ignorance 
will in a degree excuse, it will not justify 
those that might have known their Lord’s 
will and did it not. David prayed to be 
cleansed from his secret faults, that 1s, those 
sins which he himself was not aware of, the 
errors he did not understand, Ps. xix. 12. 
(2.) Sins committed ignorantly shall be for- 
given, through Christ the great sacrifice, 
who, when he offered up himself once for all 
upon the cross, seemed to explain the inten- 
tion of his offering in that prayer, Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
And Paul seems to allude to this law con- 
cerning sins of ignorance (1 Tim. i. 13), I ob- 
tained mercy, because I did it ignorantly and 
in unbelief. And it looked favourably upon 
the Gentiles that this law of atoning for 
sins of ignorance is expressly made to ex- 
tend to those who were strangers to the 
commonwealth of Israel (w. 29), but sup- 
posed to be proselytes of righteousness. ‘Thus 
the blessing of Abraham comes upon the 
Gentiles. 


30 But the soul that doeth aught 
presumptuously, whether he be born 
in the land, or a stranger, the same 
reproacheth the Lorn; and that soul 
shali be cut off from among his peo- 
ple. 31 Because he hath despised 
the word of the Lorp, and hath 
broken his commandment, that soul 
shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity 
shall be upon him. 32 And while the 
children of Israel were in the wilder- 
ness, they found a man that gathered 
sticks upon the sabbath day. 33 And 
they that found him gathering sticks 
brought him unto Moses and Aaron, 
and unto all the congregation. 34 
And they put him in ward, because it 
was not declared what should be done 


to him. 35 Andthe Lorp said unto 
634 


NUMBERS. 


B. C. 1490, 


Moses, The man shall be surely put 
to death: all the congregation shall 
stone him with stones without the 
camp. 36 And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, 
and stoned him with stones, and 
he died; as the Lorp commanded 
Moses. 


Here is, I. The general doom passed upon 
presumptuous sinners. 1. Those are to be 
reckoned presumptuous sinners that sin witk 
a high hand, as the original phrase is (w. 30), 
that is, that avowedly confront God’s autho- 
rity, and set up their own lust in competition 
with it, that sin for sinning-sake, in contra- 
diction to the precept of the law, and in de- 
fiance of the penalty, that fight against God, 
and dare him to do his worst; see Job xv. 
25. It is not only to sin against knowledge, 
but to sin designedly against God’s will and 
glory. 2. Sins thus committed are exceed- 
ingly sinful. He that thus breaks the com- 
mandment, (1.) Reproaches the Lord (v. 30); 
he says the worst he can of him, and most 
unjustly. The language of presumptuous 
sin is, “ Eternal truth is not fit to be believed, 
the Lord of all not fit to be obeyed, and 
almighty power not fit to be either feared or 
trusted.” It imputes folly to Infinite Wis- 
dom, and iniquity to the righteous Judge of 
heaven and earth; such is the malignity of 
wilful sin. (2.) He despises the word of the 
Lord, v. 31. There are those who, in many 
instances, come short of fulfilling the word, 
and yet have a great value for it, and count 
the law honourable; but presumptuous sin- 
ners despise it, thinking themselves too 
great, too good, and too wise, to be ruled by 
it. What is the Almighty that we should 
serve him? Whatever the sin itself is, it is 
contumacy that incurs the anathema. It is 
rebellion added to the sin that is as witch- 
craft, and stubbornness as idolatry. 3. The 
sentence passed on such is dreadful. ‘There 
remains no sacrifice for those sins; the law 
provided none: That soul shall be cut off from 
among his people (v. 30), utterly cut off (v. 31); 
and that God may be for ever justified, and the 
sinner for ever confounded, his tmiquity shall 
be upon him, and there needs no more to 
sink him to the lowest hell. Thus the 
Jewish doctors understand it, that the ini- 
quity shall cleave to the soul, after it is cut 
off, and that man shall give an account of his 
sin at the great day of judgment. Perhaps 
the kind of offence might be such as did not 
expose the offender to the censure of the 
civil magistrate, but, if it was done pre- 
sumptuously, God himself would take the 
punishment of it into his own hands, and 
into them it is a fearful thing to fall. In the 
New Testament we find the like sentence cf 
exclusion from all benefit by the great sacrifice 
passed upon the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost, and a total apostasy from Christianity 
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See Matt. xii. 32, and Heb. x. 26, which re- 
fers to this 

II. A particular instance of presumption 
in the sin of sabbath-breaking. 1. The of- 
fence was the gathering of sticks on the 
sabbath day (v. 32), which, it is probable, 
were designed to make a fire of, whereas they 
were commanded to bake and seeth what 
they had occasion for the day before, Exod. 
xvi. 23. This seemed but a small offence, 
but it was a violation of the law of the sab- 
bath, and so was a tacit contempt of the 
Creator, to whose honour the sabbath was 
dedicated, and an incursion upon the whole 
law, which the sabbath was intended as a 
hedge about. And it appears by the context 
to have been done presumptuously, and in 
affront both of the law and to the Law- 
maker. 2. The offender was secured, v. 33, 
34. Those that found him gathering sticks, 
in their zeal for the honour of the sabbath, 
brought him to Moses and Aaron, and all the 
congregation, which intimates that being the 
sabbath day the congregation was at that 
time gathered to Moses and Aaron, to re- 
ceive instruction from them, and to join with 
them in religious worship. It seems, even 
common Israelites, though there was much 
amiss among them, yet would not content- 
edly see the sabbath profaned, which was a 
good sign that they had not quite forsaken 
God, nor were utterly forsaken of him. 3. 
God was consulted, because it was not de- 
clared whut should be done to him. The law 
had already made the profanation of the sab- 
bath a capital crime (Exod. xxxi. 14, ch. xxxv. 
2); but they were in doubt, either concern- 
ing the offence (whether this that he had 
done should be deemed a profanation or no) 
or concerning the punishment, what death 
he should die. God was the Judge, and be- 
fore him they brought this cause. 4. Sen- 
tence was passed ; the prisoner was adjudged 
a sabbath-breaker, according to the intent of 
that law, and as such he must be put to 
death; and to show how great the crime 
was, and how displeasing to God, and that 
others might hear and fear and not do in 
like manner presumptuously, that death is 
appointed him which was looked upon as 
most terrible: He must be stoned with stones, 
v. 35. Note, God is jealous for the honour 
of his sabbaths, and will not hold those 
guiltless, whatever men do, that profane 
them. 5. Execution was done pursuant to 
the sentence, v. 36. He was stoned to death 
by the congregation. As many as could were 
employed in the execution, that those, at 
least, might be afraid of breaking the sab- 
bath, who had thrown a stone at this sabbath- 
breaker. This intimates that the open pro- 
fanation of the sabbath is a sin which ought 
to be punished and restrained by the civil 
magistrate, who, as far as overt acts go, is 
keeper of both tables. See Neh. xiii. 17. 
One would think there could be no great 
harm in gathering a few sticks, on what day 
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soever it was, but God intended the exem. 
plary punishment of him that did so for a 
standing warning to us all, to make con. 
science of keeping holy the sabbath. 


37 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 38 Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel, and bid them that they 
make them fringes in the borders of 
their garments throughout their ge- 
nerations, and that they put upon the 
fringe of the borders a ribband of 
blue: 39 And it shall be unto you for 
a fringe, that ye may look upon it, 
and remember all the commandments 
of the Lorp, and do them; and that 
ye seek not after your own heart and 
your own eyes, after which ye use to 
goa whoring: 40 That ye may re- 
member, and do all my command- 
ments, and be holy unto your God. 
41 I am the Lorp your God, which 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
to be your God: I am the Lorn your 
God. 


Provision had been just now made by the 
law for the pardon of sins of ignorance and 
infirmity; now here is an expedient provided 
for the preventing of such sins. ‘They are 
ordered to make fringes upon the borders of 
their garments, which were to be memoran- 
dums to them of their duty, that they might 
not sin through forgetfulness. 1. The sign 
appointed is a fringe of silk, or thread, or 
worsted, or the garment itself ravelled at the 
bottom, and a blue riband bound on the 
top of it to keep it tight, v. 38. The Jews 
being a peculiar people, they were thus dis- 
tinguished from their neighbours in their 
dress, as well as in their diet, and taught by 
such little instances of singularity not to be 
conformed to the way of the heathen in 
greater things. Thus hkewise they pro- 
claimed themselves Jews wherever they were, 
as those that were not ashamed of God and 
his law. Our Saviour, being made under 
the law, wore these fringes; hence we 
read of the hem or border of his gar- 
ment, Matt.ix. 20. ‘These borders the Pha- 
risees enlarged, that they might be thought 
more holy and devout than other people. 
The phylacteries were different things ; these 
were their own invention, the fringes were a 
divine institution. ‘The Jews at this day 
wear them, saying, when they put them on, 
Blessed be he who has sanctified us unto him- 
self, and commanded us to wear fringes. 2. 
The intention of it was to remind them that 
they were a peculiar people. ‘They were not 
appointed for the trimming and adorning of 
their clothes, but fo stir up their pure minds 
by way of remembrance (2 Pet. in. 1), that 
they might look upon the fringe and remem- 
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ber the commandments. 
their ornaments to feed their pride, but they 
must look upon these ornaments to awaken 
their consciences to a sense of their duty, 
that their religion might constantly beset 
thein, and that they might carry ìt about with 
ean as they did their clothes, wherever 
they went. If they were tempted to sin, the 
fringe would be a monitor to them not to 
break God’s commandments: if a duty was 
forgotten to be done in its season, the fringe 
would remind them of it. ‘This erection 
though it is not an imposition upon us, is an 
instruction to us, always to remember the 
commandments of the Lord our God, that we 
may do them, to treasure them up in our me- 
mories, and to apply them to particular cases 
as there is occasion to use them. It was in- 
tendcd particularly to be a preservative from 
idolatry: that you seek not after your own 
heart, and yonr own eyes, in your religious 
worship. Yet it may extend also to the 
whole conversation, for nothing is more con- 
trary to God’s honour, and our own true in- 
terest, than to walk in the way of our heart 
and in the sight of our eyes ; for the imagina- 
tion of the heart is evil, and so is the lust of 
the eyes. 

After the repetition of some ceremonial 
appointments, the chapter closes with that 
great and fundamental law of religion, Be 
holy unto your God, purged from sin, and 
sincerely devoted to his service; and that 
great reason for all the commandments is 
again and again inculcated, J am the Lord 
your God. Did we more firmly believe, and 
more frequently and seriously consider, that 
God is the Lord, and our God and Redeemer, 
we should see ourselves bound in duty, in- 
terest, and gratitude, to keep all his com- 


mandments. 
CHAP. XVI. 


The date of the history contained in this chapter is altogether un- 
certam. Probably these mutinies happened after their removal 
back again from Kadesh-barnea, when they were fixed (if | may 
so speak) for their wandering in the wilderness, and began to 
took upon that as their settlement. Presently after new laws 
given follows the story of a new rebellion, as if sin took occasion 
from the commandment tp become more exceedingly sinful. Here 
is, 1]. A daring and dangerous rebellion raised against Moses and 
Aaron, by Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, ver. 1—15. 1. Korah 
and his accomplices coutend for the priesthood against Aaron, 
ver. 3. Moses reasons with them, and appeals to God for a deci- 
sion of the controversy, ver. 4—11. 2. Dathan and Abiram 
quarrel with Moses, and refuse to obey his summons, which 
greatly grieves him, ver. 12—15. JI. A solemn appearance of the 
pretenders to the priesthood before God, according to order, and 
a public appearance of the glory of the Lord, which would have 
consumed the whole congregation if Moses and Aaron had not 
interceded, ver. 16—22. ill. The deciding of the controversy, 
and the crushing of the rebellion, Ly the cutting off of ive rebels. 
l. Those in their tents were buried alive, ver. 23—34. 2. Those 
at the door of the tabernacle were consumed by fire (ser. 35), and 
their censers preserved fur a memorial, ver. 37—40. IV. A new 
insurrection of the people, ver. 41—43. 1. God stayed the in- 
surrection by a plague, ver. 45. 2. Aaron stayed the plague hy 
offering incense, ver. 46—50. The manner and method of record- 
ing this stury plainly show the ferment to have been very great. 


OW Korah, the son of Izhar, the 
son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 
and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of 
Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons 
of Reuben, took men: 2 nd they 
rose up before Moses, with certain of 


the children of Israel, two hundred 
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and fifty princes of the assembly, fa- 
mous ìn the congregation, men of re- 
nown: 3 And they gathered them- 
selves together against Moses and 
against Aaron, and said unto them, 
Ye take too much upon you, seeing 
all the congregation are holy, every 
one of them, and the Lorn is among 
them: wherefore then lift ye up your- 
selves above the congregation of the 
Lorp? 4 And when Moses heard z#, 
he fell upon his face: 5 And he spake 
unto Korah and unto all his company, 
saying, Even to morrow the Lorp 
will show who are his, and who is 
holy; and will cause him to come near 
unto him: even Aim whom he hath 
chosen will he cause to come near unto 
him. 6 This do; Take you censers, 
Korah, and all his company; 7 And 
put fire therein, and put incense in 
them before the Lorp to morrow: 
and it shall be that the man whom 
the Lorp doth choose, he shall be 
holy: ye take too much upon you, ye 
sons of Levi. 8 And Moses said 
unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye 
sons of Levi: 9 Seemeth it but a 
small thing unto you, that the God of 
Israel hath separated you from the 
congregation of Israel, to bring you 
near to himself to do the service of 
the tabernacle of the Lorp, and to 
stand before the congregation to mi- 
nister unto them? 10 And he hath 
brought thee near to Aim, and all thy 
brethren the sons of Levi with thee: 
and seek ye the priesthood also? 11 
For which cause both thou and all thy 
company are gathered together against 
the Lorp: and what zs Aaron, that 
ye murmur against him? 


Here ıs, I. An account of the rebels, who 
and what they were, not, as formerly, the 
mixed multitude and the dregs of the people, 
who are therefore never named, but men of 
distinction and quality, that made a figure. 
Korah was the ring-leader: he formed and 
headed the faction; therefore it is called the 
gainsaying of Korah, Jude 11. He was 
cousin-german to Moses, they were brothers’ 
children, yet the nearness of the relation 
could not restrain him from being insolent 
and rude to Moses. Think it not strange if 
a man’s foes be those of his own house. With 
him joined Dathan and Abiram, chief men of 
the tribe of Reuben, the eldest son of Jacob. 
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Probably Korah was disgusted both at the 
preferment of Aaron to the priesthood and 
the constituting of Elizaphan to the head of 
the Kohathites (ch. iii. 30); and perhaps the 
Reubenites were angry that the tribe of 
Judah had the first post of honour in the 
camp. On is mentioned (v. 1) as one of the 
heads of the faction, but never after in the 
whole story, either because, as some think, 
he repented and left them, or because he did 
not make himself so remarkable as Dathan 
and Abiram did. The Kohathites emcamped 
on the same side of the tabernacle that the 
Reubenites did, which perhaps gave Korah 
an opportunity of drawing them in, whence 
the Jews say, Woe to the wicked man, and 
woe to his neighbour, who is in danger of be- 
ing infected by him. And, these being thera- 
selves men of renown, they seduced into the 
conspiracy two hundred and fifty princes of 
the assembly (v. 2); probably they were first- 
born, or at least heads of families, who, be- 
fore the elevation of Aaron, had themselves 
ministered in holy things. Note, The pride, 
ambition, and emulation, of great men, have 
always been the occasion of a great deal of 
mischief both in churches and states. God 


by his grace make great men humble, and so | 


give peace in our time, O Lord! Famous 
men, and men of renown, as these are de- 
scribed to be, were the great sinners of the 
old world, Gen. vi. 4. The fame and renown 
which they had did not content them; they 
were high, but would be higher, and thus 
the famous men became infamous. 

II. The rebels’ remonstrance, v. 3. That 
which they quarrel with is the settlement of 
the priesthood upon Aaron and his family, 
which they think an honour too great for 
Moses to give and Aaron to accept, and so 
they are both charged with usurpation : You 
take too much upon you; or, “ Let it suffice 
you to be upon a level with your neighbours, 
who are all holy, all as good as you, and 
therefore ought to be as great.” Or, “ Let 
it suffice you to have domineered thus long, 
and now think of resigning your places to 
those who have as good a title to them and 
are as well able to manage them.” 1. They 
proudly boast of the holiness of the congre- 
gation, and the presence of God in it. “They 
are holy, every one of them, and as fit to be 
employed in offering sacrifice as Aaron is, 
and as masters of familhes formerly were, 
and the Lord is among them, to direct and 
own them.” Small reason they had to boast 
of the people’s purity, or of God’s favour, as 
the people had been so frequently and so 
lately polluted with sin, and were now under 
the marks of God’s displeasure, which should 
have made them thankful for priests to me- 
diate between them and God; but, instead 
of that, they envy them. 2. They unjustly 
charge Moses and Aaron with taking the 
honour they had to themselves, whereas it 
was evident, beyond contradiction, that they 
were called of God to it, Heb. v. 4. So that 
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they would either have no priests at all, nor 
any government, none to preside either in 
civil or sacred things, none over the congre- 
gation, none above it, or they would not ac- 
quiesce in that constitution of the govern- 
ment which God had appointed. See here, 
(1.) What spirit levellers are of, and those 
tnat despise dominions, and resist the powers 
that God has set over them; they are proud, 
envious, ambitious, turbulent, wicked, and 
unreasonable men. (2.) What usage even 
the best and most useful men may expect, 
even from those they have been serviceable 
to. If those be represented as usurpers that 
have the best titles, and those as tyrants that 
govern best, let them recollect that Moses 
and Aaron were thus abused. 

HI. Moses’s conduct when this remon- 
strance was published against him. How did 
he take it? 

1. He fell on his face (v. 4), as before, ch. 
xiv. 5. Thus he showed how willing he 
would have been to yield to them, and how 


‘gladly he would have resigned his govern- 


ment, if it would have consisted with his 
duty to God and his fidelity to the trust re- 
posed in him. Thus also he applied to God, 
by prayer, for direction what to say and to 
do upon this sad occasion. He would not 
speak to them till he had thus humbled and 
composed his own spirit (which could not but 
begin to be heated), and had received instruc- 
tion from God. The heart of the wisein such 
a case studies to answer, and asks counsel 
at God’s mouth. 

2. He agrees to refer the case to God, and 
leave it to him to decide t, as one well as- 
sured of the goodness of his title, and yet 
well content to resign, if God thought fit, to 
gratify this discontented people with another 
nomination. An honest cause fears not a 
trial, fears not a second trial, fears not a 
speedy trial; even to-morrow let it be 
brought on, v. 5—7. Let Korah and his 
partisans bring their censers, and offer m- 
cense before the Lord, and, if he testify his 
acceptance of them, well and good; Moses ts 
now as willing that all the Lord’s people 
should be priests, if God so pleased, as be- 
fore that they should all be prophets, ch xi, 
29. But if God, upon an appeal to him, de- 
termine (as no doubt he would) for Aaron, 
they would find ıt highly dangerous to make 
the experiment: and therefore he puts it off 
till to-morrow, to try whether, when they 
had slept upon it, they would desist, and let 
fall their pretensions 

3. He argues the case fairly with them, to 
still the mutiny with fair reasoning, if pos- 
sible, before the appeal came to God’s tri- 
bunal, for then he knew it would end in the 
confusion of the complainants 

(1.) He calls them the sons of Levi, v. 7, 
and again v. 8. ‘They were of his own tribe, 
nay, they were of God’s tribe ; it was there. 
fore the worse in them thus to mutiny both 
against God and against him. It was not 
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long since the suns of Levi had bravely ap- 
peared on God’s side, in the matter of the 
golden calf, and got immortal honour by it; 
and shall those that were then the only inno- 
cents now be the leading criminals, and lose 
all the honour they had won? Could there 
be such chaff on God’s floor? Levites, and 
yet rebels? 

(2.) He retorts their charge upon them- 
selves. They had unjustly charged Moses 
and Aaron with taking too much upon them, 
though they had done no morethan what God 
put upon them; nay, says Moses, You take too 
much upon you, you sons of Levi. Note, 
Those that take upon them to control and 
contradict God’s appointment take too much 
upon them. It is enough for us to submit; 
it is too much to prescribe. 

(3.) He shows them the privilege they 
had as Levites, which was sufficient for them, 
they needed not to aspire to the honour of 
the priesthood, v. 9, 10. He reminds them 
how great the honour was to which they 
were preferred, as Levites. [1.] They were 
separated from the congregation of Israel, 
distinguished from them, digmfied above 
them; instead of complaining that Aaron’s 
family was advanced above theirs, they ought 
to have been thankful that their tribe was ad- 
vanced above the rest of the tribes, though 
they had been in all respects upon the level 
with them. Note, It will help to keep us 
from envying those that are above us duly 
to consider how many there are below us. 
Instead of fretting that any are preferred 
before us in honour, power, estate, or in- 
terest, in gifts, graces, or usefulness, we have 
reason to bless God if we, who are less than 
the least, are not put among the very last. 
Many perhaps who deserve better are not 
preferred so well. [2.] They were separated 
to very great and valuable honours, First, 
To draw near to God, nearer than the com- 
mon Israelites, though they also were a 
people near unto him; the nearer any are to 
God the greater is their honour. Secondly, 
To do the service of the tabernacle. It 1s 
honour enough to bear the vessels of the 
sanctuary, and to be employed in any part of 
the service of the tabernacle. God’s service 
is not only perfect freedom, but high prefer- 
ment. Thirdly, To stand before the congre- 
gation to minister unto them. Note, Those 
are truly great that serve the public, and it 
is the honour of God’s ministers to be the 
church’s ministers; nay, which adds to the 
dignity put upon them, [3.] It was the 
God of Israel himself that separated them. 
It was his act and deed to put them into 
their place, and therefore they ought not 
to have been discontented: and he it was 
likewise that put Aaron into his place, 
and therefore they ought not to have en- 
vied him. 

4.) He convicts them of the sin of under- 
valuing those privileges: Seemeth it a small 


thing unto you? As if he had said, “ It ill; 
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becomes you of all men to grudge Aaron 
the priesthood, when at the same time that 
he was advanced to that honour you were 
designed for another honour dependent npon 
it, and shine with rays borrowed from him.” 
Note, [1.] The privilege of drawing near to 
the God of Israel is not a small thing in it- 
self, and therefore must not appear small to 
us. To those who neglect opportunities of 
drawing near to God, who are careless and 
formal in it, to whom it is a task and not a 
pleasure, we may properly put this question > 
“ Seemeth it a small thing to you that God 
has made you a people near unto him?” [2.] 
Those who aspire after and usurp the honours 
forbidden them put a great contempt upon 
the honours allowed them. We have each 
of us as good a share of reputation as God 
sees fit for us, and sees us fit for, and 
much better than we deserve ; and we ought 
to rest satisfied with it, and not, as these, 
exercise ourselves in things too high for us: 
Seek you the priesthood also? ‘They would 
not own that they sought it, but Moses saw 
that they had this in their eye; the law had 
provided very well for those that served at 
the altar, and therefore they would put in 
for the office. 

(5.) He interprets thar mutiny to be a re- 
bellion against God (v. 11); while they pre- 
tended to assert the holiness and liberty of 
the Israel of God, they really took up arms 
against the God of Israel: You are gathered 
together against the Lord. Note, Those that 
strive against God’s ordinances and provi- 
dences, whatever they pretend, and whether 
they are aware of it or no, do indeed strive 
with their Maker. Those resist the prince 
who resist those that are commissioned by 
him: for, alas! says Moses, What is Aaron, 
that you murmur against him? If murmurers 
and complainers would consider that the in- 
struments they quarrel with are but instru- 
ments whom God employs, and that they are 
but what he makes them, and neither more 
nor less, better nor worse, they would not be 
so bold and free in their censures and re- 
proaches as they are. Those that found the 
priesthood, as it was settled, a blessing, must 
give all the praise to God; but if any found 
it a burden they must not therefore quarrel 
with Aaron, who is but what he is made, and 
does but as he is bidden. ‘Thus he interested 
God in the cause, and so might be sure of 
speeding well in his appeal. 


12 And Moses sent to call Dathan 
and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: which 
said, We will not comeup: 13 Isita 
small thing that thou hast brought us 
up out of a land that floweth with 
milk and honey, to kill us in the wil- 
derness, except thou make thyself al- 
together a prince over us? 14 More- 
over thou hast not brought us into a 
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jand that floweth with milk and honey, 
or given us inheritance of fieids and 
vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes 
of these men? we will not come up. 
15 And Moses was very wroth, and 
said unto the Lorn, Respect not thou 
their offering: I have not taken one 
ass from them, neither have I hurt 
one of them. 16 And Moses said unto 
Korah, Be thou and all thy company 
before the Lorn, thou, and they, and 
Aaron, to morrow: 17 And take every 
man his censer, and put incense in 
them, and bring ye before tne Lorp 
every man his censer, two hundred 
and fifty censers; thou also, and 
Aaron, each of you his censer. 18 And 
they took every man his censer, and 
put fire in them, and laid incense 
thereon, and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation with: 
Moses and Aaron. 19 And Korah 
gathered all the congregation against 
them unto the.door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and the glory of 
the Lord appeared unto ali the con- 
gregation. 20 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, 
21 Separate yourselves from among 
this congregation, that I may con- 
sume them in a moment. 22 And they 
fell upon their faces, and said, O God, 
the God of the spirits of all flesh, 
shall one man sin, and wilt thou be 
wroth with all the congregation ? 
Here is, I. The insolence of Dathan and 
Abiram, and their treasonable remonstrance. 
Moses had heard what Korah had to say, and 
had answered it; now he summons Dathan 
and Abiram to bring in their complaints 
(v. 12); but they would not obey his sum- 
mons, either because they could not for 
shame say that to his face which they were 
resolved to say, and then it is an instance of 
some remains of modesty in them; or, rather, 
because they would not so far own his au- 
thority, and then it is an instance of the 
highest degree of impudence. They spoke 
the language of Pharaoh himself, who set 
Moses at defiance, but they forgot how dearly 
he paid for it. Had not their heads beer. 
wretchedly heated, and their hearts hardened, 
they might have considered that, if they re- 
garded not these messengers, Moses could 
soon in God’s name send messengers of 
death for them. But thus the God of this 
world blinds the minds of those that believe 
not. But by the same messengers they send 
their articles of impeachment against Moses ; 
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and the charge runs very high. 1. They 
charge him with having done them a great 
deal of wrong in bringing them out of Egypt, 
invidiously calling that a land flowing with 
milk and honey, v. 13. Onions, and garlick, 
and fish, they had indeed plenty of in Egypt, 
but it never pretended to milk and honey ; 
only they would thus banter the promise of 
Canaan. Ungrateful wretches, to represent 
that as an injury to them which was really 
the greatest favour that ever was bestowed 
upon any people! 2. They charge him with 
a design upon their lives, that he intended 
to kill them in the wilderness, though they 
were so well provided for. And, if they 
were sentenced to die in the wilderness, they 
must thank themselves. Moses would have 
healed them, and they would not be healed. 
3. They charge him with a design upon their 
liberties, that he meant to enslave them, by 
making himself a prince over them. A prince 
over them! Was he not a tender father to 
them? nay, tneir devoted servant for the 
Lord’s sake? Had they not their properties 
secured, their order preserved, and justice 
impartially administered? Did they not live 
in ease and honour? And yet they complain 
as if Moses’s yoke were heavier than Pha- 
raoh’s. And did Moses make himself a 
prince? Far from it. How gladly would 
he have declined the office at first! How 
gladly would he have resigned 1t many a 
time since! And yet he is thus put under 
the blackest characters of a tyrant and a 
usurper. 4 They charge him with cheating 
them, raising their expectations of a good 
land, and then defeating them (v. 14): Thou 
hast not brought us, as thou promisedst us, 
into a land that floweth with milk and honey ; 
and pray whose fault was that? He had 
brought them to the borders of it, and was 
just ready, under God, to put them in pos- 
session of it; but they thrust it away from 
them, and shut the door against themselves ; 
so that it was purely their own fault that they 
were not now in Canaan, and yet Moses must 
bear the blame. Thus when the foolishness 
of man perverteth his way his heart fretteth 
against the Lord, Prov. xix. 3. 5. They 
charge him in the general with unfair dealing, 
that he put out the eyes of these men, and then 
meant to lead them blindfold as he pleased. 
The design of all he did for them was to 
open their eyes, and yet they insinuate that 
he intended to put out their eyes, that they 
might not see themselves imposed upon. 
Note, The wisest and best cannot please every 
body, nor gain the good word of all. Those 
often fall under the heaviest censures who 
have merited the highest applause. Many 
a good work Moses had shown them from 
the Father, and for which of these do they 
reproach him? 

II. Moses’s just resentment of their in- 
solence, v. 15. Moses, though the meekest 
man, yet, finding God reproached in him, was 
very wroth ; he could not bear to see a people 
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ruining themselves for whose salvation he 
had done so much. In this discomposure, 
1. He appeals to God concerning his own 
integrity; whereas they basely reflected upon 
him as ambitious, covetous, and oppressive, 
in making himself a prince over them, God 
was his witness, (1.) That he never got 
any thing by them: I have not taken one ass 
frow them, not only not by way of bribery 
and extortion, but not by way of recompence 
or gratuity for all the good offices he had 
done them; he never took the pay of a 
general, or the salary of a judge, much less 
the tribute of a prince. He got more in his 
estate when he kept Jethro’s flock than when 
he came to be king ın Jeshurun. (2.) That 
they never lost any thing by him: Neither 
have I hurt auy one of them, no, not the least, 
no, not the worst, no, not those that had 
been most peevish and provoking to him: he 
never abused his power to the support of 
wrong. Note, Those that have never ble- 
mished themselves need not fear being slurred 
by others: when men condemn us we may 
be easy, if our own hearts condemn us not. 
2. He begs of God to plead his cause, 
and clear him, by showing his displeasure at 
the incense which Korah and his company 
were to offer, with whom Dathan and Abiram 
were in confederacy. Lord, says he, Respect 
not thou their offering. Herein he seems to 
refer to the history of Cain, lately written by 
his own hand, of whom it is said that to 
him and his offering God had not respect, 
Gen. iv. 5. hese that followed the gain- 
saying of Korah walked in the way of Cain 
(these are put together, Jude 11), and there- 
fore he prays that they might be frowned upon 
as Cain was, and put to the same confusion. 
III. Issue joined between Moses and his 
accusers. 1. Moses challenges them to ap- 
pear with Aaron next morning, at the time of 


offering up the morning incense, and refer 


the matter to God’s judgment, v. 16, 17. 
Since he could not convince them by his 
calm and affectionate reasoning, he is ready 
to enter into bonds to stand God’s award, not 
doubting but that God would appear, to de- 
cide the controversy. ‘This reference he had 
agreed to before (v. 6, 7), and here adds only 
one clause, which bespeaks his great con- 
descension to the plaintiffs, that Aaron, 
against whose advancement they excepted, 
though now advanced by the divine institu- 
tion to the honour of burning incense within 
the tabernacle, yet, upon this tral, should 
put himself into the place of a probationer, 
and stand upon the level with Korah, at the 
door of the tabernacle; nay, and Moses 
would himself stand with them, so that thie 
complainant shall have all the fair dealing he 
can desire; and thus every mouth shall be 
stopped. 2. Korah accepts the challenge, and 
makes his appearance with Moses and Aaron 
at the door of the tabernacle, to make good 
his pretensions, v. 18, 19. If he had not 


had a very great stock of impudence, he could 
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not have carried on the matter thus far. Had 

not he lately seen Nadab and Abihu, the 
consecrated priests, struck dead for daring to 
offer incense with unhallowed fire? and could 
he and his accomplices expect to fare any 
better in offering incense with unhallowed 
hands? Yet, to confront Moses and Aaron, 
in the height of his pride he thus bids defi- 
ance to Heaven, and pretends to demand the 
divine acceptance without a divine warrant ; 
thus wretchedly is the heart hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. They fook every 
man his censer. Perhaps these were some of 
the censers which these heads of families had 
made use of at their family-altars, before this 
part of religious service was confined to the 
priesthood and the altar in the tabernacle 
(and they would bring them into use and re- 
putation again); or they might be common 
chafing-dishes, which were for their ordinary 
use. Now to attend the solemn trial, and to 
be witness of the issue, one would have 
thought Moses should have yathered the 
congregation against the rebels, but it seems 
Korah gathered them against Moses (w. 19), 
*which intimates that a great part of the con- 
gregation sided with Korah, were at his 
beck, and wished him success, and that 
Korah’s hopes were very high of carrying the 
point against Aaron; for, had he suspected 
the event, he would not have coveted to make 
the tnal thus public: but little did he think 
that he was now calling the congregation to- 
gether to be the witnesses of his own con- 
fusion! Note, Proud and ambitious men, 
while they are projecting their own advance- 
ment, often prove to have been hurrying on 
their own shameful fall. 

IV. The judgment set, and the Judge 
taking the tribunal, and threatening to give 
sentence against the whole congregation. 1. 
The glory of the Lord appeared, v. 19. ‘The 
same glory that appeared to instal Aaron in 
his office at first (Lev. ix. 23) now appeared 
to confirm him in it, and to confound those 
that oppose him, and set up themselves in 
competition with him. ‘The Shechinah, or 
divine Majesty, the glory of the eternal Word, 
which ordinarily dwelt between the cherubim 
within the veil, now was publicly seen over 
the door of the tabernacle, to the terror of 
the whole congregation; for, though they 
saw no manner of similitude, yet probably 
the appearances of the light and fire were 
such as plainly showed God to be angry with 
them; as when he appeared, ch. xiv. l0. 
Nothing is more terrible to those who are 
conscious of guilt than the appearances of 
divine glory; for such a glorious Being 
must needs be a formidable enemy. 2, 
God threatened to consume them all in a 
moment, and, in order to that, bade Moses 
and Aaron stand from among them, v. 2). 
God thus showed what their sin deserved, 
and how very provoking it was to him. See 
what a dangerous thing it is to have fellow- 

| ship with sinners, and in the least to partake 
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with them. Many of the congregation, it is 
likely, came only for company, following the 
crowd, or for curiosity, to see the issue, yet 
not coming, as they ought to have done, to 
bear their testimony against the rebels, and 
openly to declare for God and Moses, they 
had like to have been all consumed in a mo- 
ment. If we follow the herd into which the 
devil has entered, it is at our peril. 

V. The humble intercession of Moses and 
Aaron for the congregation, v. 22. 1. Their 
posture was importuning : they fell on their 
faces, prostrating themselves before God, as 
supplicants in good earnest, that they might 
prevail for sparing mercy. ‘Though the 
people had treacherously deserted them, and 
struck in with those that were in arms against 
them, yet they approved themselves faithful 
to the trusts reposed in them, as shepherds 
of Israel, who were to stand in the breach 
when they saw the flock in danger. Note, 
If others fail in their duty to us, this does 
not discharge us from our duty to them, nor 
take off the obligations we lie under to seek 
their welfare. 2. Their prayer was a pleading 
prayer, and it proved a prevailing one. Now 
God would have destroyed them if Moses 
had not turned away his wrath (Ps. evi. 23); 
yet far be it from us to imagine that Moses 
was more considerate or more compassionate 
than God in such a case as this: but God 
saw fit to show his just displeasure against the 
sin of sinners by the sentence, and at the 
same time to show his gracious condescension 
to the prayers of saints, by the revocation of 
the sentence at the intercession of Moses. 
Observe in the prayer, (1.) The title they 
give to God: The God of the spirits of all 
fiesh. See what man is; he is a spirit in 
desh, a soul embodied, a creature wonder- 
fully compounded of heaven and earth. See 
what God is; he is the God of the spirits 
of all mankind. He forms the spirit, Zech. 
xii. 1. He fathers it, Heb. xii. 9. He has 
an ability to fashion it (Ps. xxxiii. 15), and 
authority to dispose of it, for he has said, 
Ali souls are mine, Ezek. xviii. 4. They 
insinuate hereby that though, as the God of 
the spirits of all flesh, he might in sovereignty 
consume this congregation in a moment, yet 
it was to be hoped that he would in mercy 
spare them, not only because they were the 
work of his own hands, and he had a pro- 
priety in them, but because, being the God 
of spirits, he knew their frame, and could 
distinguish between the leaders and the led, 
between those who sinned maliciously and 
these who were drawn in by their wiles, and 
would make a difference accordingly in his 
judgments. (2.) The argument they insist 
on; it is much the same with that which 
Abraham urged in his intercession for Sodom 
(Gen. xviii. 23): Milt thou destroy the righ- 
teous with the wicked ? Such is the plea here: 
Shall one man sin and wilt thou be wroth with 
all the congregation ? Not but that it was the 
sin of them all to join in this matter, but the 
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great transgression was his that first hatches} 
the treason. Note, Whatever God may du 
in sovereignty and strict justice, we have rea- 
son to hope that he will not destroy a con- 
gregation for the sin of one, but that, righ. 
teousness and peace having kissed each other 
in the undertaking of the Redeemer, mercy 
shall rejoice against judgment. Moses knew 
that all the congregation must perish in the 
wilderness by degrees, yet he is thus earnest 
in prayer that they might not be consumed 
at once, and would reckon it a favour to ob- 
tain a reprieve. Lord, let it alone this year. 


23 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 24 Speak unto the con- 
gregation, saying, Get you up from 
about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, 
and Abiram. 25 And Moses rose up 
and went unto Dathan and Abiram; 
and the elders of israel followed him. 
26 And he spake unto the congrega- 
tion, saying, Depart, I pray you, from 
the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing of their’s, lest ye be 
consumed in all their sins. 27 So they 
gat up from the tabernacle of Korak, 
Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: 
and Dathan and Abiram came out, 
and stood in the door of their tents, 
and their wives, and their sons, and 
their little children. 28 And Moses 
said, Hereby ye shall know that the 
Lorp hath sent me to do all these 
works; for J have not done them of 
mine own mind. 29 If these men 
die the common death of all men, or 
if they be visited after the visitation. 
of all men; then the Lorp hath not 
sent me. 30 But if the Lorp make a 
new thing, and the earth open her 
mouth, and swallow them up, with ali 
that appertain unto them, and they 
go down quick into the pit; then ye 
shall understand that these men have 
provoked the Lorp. 31 And it came 
to pass, as he had made an end of 
speaking all these words, that the 
ground clave asunder that was under 
them: 32 And the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed them up, and 
their houses, and all the men that 
appertained unto Korah, and all their 
goods. 33 They, andall that apper- 
tained to them, went down alive into 
the pit, and the earth closed upon 
them: and they perished from among 
the congregation. 34 And all Israel 
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that were round about them fied at 
the cry of them: for they said, Lest 
the carth swallow us up also. 


We have here the determining of the con- 
troversy with Dathan and Abiram, who re- 
belled against Moses, as in the next para- 
graph the determining of the controversy 
with Korah and his company, who would be 
rivals with Aaron. It should seem that Da- 
than and Abiram had set up a spacious taber- 
nacle in the midst of the tents of their fa- 
milies, where they kept court, met in council, 
and hung out their flag of defiance against 
Moses; it is here called the tabernacle of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, v.24, 27. There, 
as in the place of rendezvous, Dathan and 
Abiram staid, when Korah and his friends 
went up to the tabernacle of the Lord, wait- 
ing the issue of their trial; but here we are 
told how they had their business done, before 
that trial was over. For God will take what 
method he pleases in his judgments. 

I. Public warning is given to the congre- 
gation to withdraw immediately from the 
tents of the rebels. 1. God bids Moses 
speak to this purport, v. 24. This was in 
answer to Moses’s prayer. He had begged 
that God would not destroy the whole congre- 
gation. ‘Weil,’ says God, “I will not, 
provided they be so wise as to shift for their 
own safety, and get out of the way of danger. 
If they will quit the rebels, well and good, 
they shall not perish with them; otherwise, 
let them take what follows.” Note, We can- 
not expect to reap benefit by the prayers of 
our friends for our salvation, unless we our- 
selves be diligent and faithful in making use 
of the means of salvation; for God never 
promised to save by miracles those that 
would not save themselves by means. Moses 
that had prayed for them must preach this 
to them, and warn them to flee from this 
wrath to come. 2. Moses accordingly repairs 
to the head-quarters of the rebels, leaving 
Aaron at the door of the tabernacle, v. 25. 
Dathan and Abiram had contumaciously re- 
fused to come up to him (v. 12), yet he hum- 
bly condescends to go down to them, to try 
if he could yet convince and reclaim them. 
Ministers must thus with meekness instruct 
those that oppose themselves, and not think 
it below them to stoop to those that are most 
stubborn, for their good. Christ himself 
stretches out his hand to a rebellious and 
gainsaying people. ‘The seventy elders of 
Israel attend Moses as his guard, to secure 
him from the insolence of the rabble, and by 
their presence to put an honour upon him, 
and if possible to strike an awe upon the 
rebels. It is our duty to contribute all we 
can to the countenance and support of in- 
jured innocency and honour. 3. Proclama- 
tion is made that all manner of persons, as 
they tendered their own safety, should forth- 
with depart from the tents of these wicked men 
(v. 26), and thus should signify that they de- 
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serted their cause and interest, detested thei 
crimes and counsels, and dreaded the punish- 
ment coming upon them. Note, Those that 
would not perish with sinners must come out 
In vain 
do we pray, Guther not our souls with sinners, 
if we save not ourselves from the untoward 
generation. God’s people are called out of 
Babylon, lest they share both in her sins and 
in her plagues, Rev. xviii. 4. 

I]. The congregation takes the warning, 
but the rebels themselves continue obstinate, 
v.27. 1. God, in mercy, inclined the people 
to forsake the rebels: They got up from the 
tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
both those whose lot it was to pitch near 
them (who doubtless with themselves re- 
moved their families, and all their effects) 
and those also who had come from all parts 
of their camp to see the issue. It was 
in answer to the prayer of Moses that God 
thus stirred up the hearts of the congregation 
to shift for their own preservation. Note, 
To those whom God will save he gives re- 
pentance, that they may recover themselves 
out of the snare of the devil. Grace to sepa- 
rate from evil doers is one of the things that 
accompany salvation. 2. God, in justice, 
left the rebels to the obstinacy and hardness 
of their own hearts. ‘Though they saw them- 
selves abandoned by all their neighbours, 
and set up as a mark to the arrows of God’s 
justice, yet instead of falling down and 
humbling themselves before God and Moses, 
owning their crime and begging pardon, 
instead of fleeing and dispersing themselves 
to seek for shelter in the crowd, they impu- 
dently stood in the doors of their tents, as if 
they would out-face God himself, and dare 
him to his worst. Thus were their hearts 
hardened to their own destruction, and they 
were fearless when their case was most fear- 
ful. But what a pity was it that their little 
children, who were not capable of guilt or 
fear, should by the presumption of their 
parents be put in this audacious posture! 
Happy they who are taught betimes to bow 
before God, and not as those unhappy little 
ones to stand it out against him! 

III. Sentence is solemnly pronounced upon 
them by Moses in the name of the Lord, and 
the decision of the controversy is put upon 
the execution of that sentence by the almighty 
power of God. Moses, by divine instinct 
and direction, when the eyes of all Israel 
were fastened upon him, waiting the event, 
moved with a just and holy indignation at 
the impudence of the rebels, boldly puts the 
whole matter to a surprising issue, v. 23—30. 
1. If the rebels die a common death, he will 
be content to be called and counted an im- 
postor; not only if they die a natural death, 
hut if they die by any sort of judgmert that 
has formerly been executed on other male- 
factors. “If they die by the plague, or by 
fire from heaven, or by the sword, then say, 
God has disowned Moses ;” but, 2. “If the 
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earth open and swallow them up” (a punish- 
ment without precedent), “then let all the 
house of Israel know assuredly that I am 
God’s servant, sent by him, and employed 
for him, and that those that fight against me 
fight against him.” The judgment itself 
would have been proof enough of God’s dis- 
pleasure against the rebels, and would have 
given all men to understand that they had 
provoked the Lord; but when it was thus 
solemnly foretold and appealed to by Moses 
beforehand, when there was not the least 
previous indication of it from without, the 
convincing evidence of it was much the 
stronger, and it was put beyond dispute that 
he was not only a servant but a favourite of 
Heaven, who was so intimately acquainted 
with the divine counsels, and could obtain 
such extraordinary appearances of the divine 
power in his vindication. 

IV. Execution is immediately done. It 
appeared that God and his servant Moses 
understood one another very well; for,as soon 
as ever Moses had spoken the word, God did 
the work, the earth clave asunder (v. 31), opened 
her month, and swallowed them all up, them 
and theirs (v. 32), and then closed upon them, 
v. 33. This judgment was, 1. Unparalleled. 
God. in it, created a new thing, did what he 
never did before; for he has many arrows 
in his quiver; and there are diversities of 
operations in wrath as wellas mercy. Da- 
than and Abiram thought themselves safe 
because they were at a distance from the 
shechinah, whence the fire of the Lord had 
sometimes issued, qui procul à Jove (they 
say) procul à fulmine—he who is far from 
Jove is far from the thunderbolt. But God 
made them to know that he was not tied up 
to one way of punishing ; the earth, when he 
pleases, shall serve his justice as effectually 
as the fire. 2. It was very terrible to the 
sinners themselves to go down alive into 
their own graves, to be dead and buried in an 
instant, to go down thus to the bars of the 
pit when they were in their full strength 
wholly at ease and quiet. 3. It was severe 
upon their poor children, who, for the greater 
terror of the judgment, and fuller indication 
of the divine wrath, perished as parts of 
their parents, in whieh, though we cannot 
particularly tell how bad they might be to 
deserve it or how good God might be other- 
wise to them to compensate it, yet of this we 
are sure in the general, that Infinite Justice 
did them no wrong. Far be it from God 
that he should do iniquity. 4. It was altoge- 
ther miraculous. The cleaving of the earth 
was as wonderful, and as much above the 
power of nature, as the cleaving of the sea, 
and the closing of the earth again more so 
than the closing of the waters. God has all 
the creatures at his command, and can make 
any of them, when he pleases, instruments of 
his justice; nor will any of them be our 
friends if he be our enemy. God now con- 
firmed to Israel what Moses had lately tanght 
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them in that prayer of his, Ps. xc. 11, Who 
knows the power of thy anger? He has, 
when he pleases, strange punishments for the 
workers of iniquity, Job xxxi.3. Let us there- 
fore conclude, Who is able to stand before this 
holy Lord God? 5. It was very significant. 
They set their mouths agaiust the heavens, 
and their throat was an open sepulchre ; 
justly therefore does the earth open her mouth 
upon them and swallow them up. They 
made a rent in the congregation ; justly there- 
fore is the earth rent under them. Presump- 
tuous sinners, that hate to be reformed, are a 
burden to the earth, the whole creation groans 
under them, which here was signified by this, 
that the earth sunk under these rebels, as 
weary of bearing them and being under them. 
And, considering how the earth is still in 
like manner loaded with the weight of in- 
iquity, we have reason to wonder that this 
was the only time it ever sunk under its 
load. 6. It was typical of the eternal ruin of 
sinners who die impenitent, who, perhaps in 
allusion to this, are said to sink down into the 
pit (Ps. ix. 15) and to go down quickly into 
hell, Ps. 1v. 15. But David, even when he 
sinks in deep mire, yet prays in faith, Let not 
the pit shut her mouth upor me, as it does on 
the damned, between whom and life there is 
a gulf fixed, Ps. Ixix. 2—15. His case was 
bad, but not, like this, desperate. 

V. All Israel is alarmed at the judgment : 
They fled at the cry of them, v. 34. They 
cried for help when it was too late. Their 
doleful shrieks, instead of fetching their 
neighbours in to their relief, drove them so 
much the further off; for knowing their own 
guilt, and one another’s, they hastened one 
another, saying, Lest the earth swallow us up 
also. Note, Others’ ruins should be our 
warnings. Could we by faith hear the out- 
cries of those that have gone down to the 
bottomless pit, we should give more diligence 
than we do to escape for our lives, lest we 
also come into that condemnation. 

35 And there came out a fire from 
the Lorp, and consumed the two 
hundred and fifty men that offered 
incense. 36 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 37 Speak unto 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, 
that he take up the censers out of the 
burning, and scatter thou the fire 
yonder; for they are hallowed. 38 
The censers of these sinners against 
their own souls, let them make them 
broad plates for a covering of the 
altar: for they offered them before the 
Lorp, therefore they are hallowed: 
and they shall be a sign unto the 
children of Israel. 39 And Eleazar 
the pricst took the brazen censers, 


wherewith they that were burnt had 
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offered ; and they were made broad 
plates for a covering of the altar; 40 
To be a memorial unto the children of 
Israel, that no stranger, which is not 
of the seed of Aaron, come near to 
offer incense before the Lorn; that 
he be not as Korah, and as his com- 
pany: as the Lorp said to him by 
the hand of Moses. 

We must now look back to the door of the 
tabernacle, where we left the pretenders to the 
priesthood with their censers in their hands 
ready to offer incense; and here we find, 

I. Vengeance taken on them, v. 35. It is 
probable that when the earth opened in the 
camp to swallow up Dathan and Abiram æ 
fire went out from the Lord and consumed the 
250 men that offered incense, while Aaron that 
stood with them was preserved alive. This 
punishment was not indeed so new a thing 
as the former, for Nadab and Abihu thus 
died; but it was no less strange or dreadful, 
and in it it appeared, 1. That our God is a 
consuming fire. Is thunder a sensible indi- 
cation of the terror of his voice? Lightning 
is also of the power of his hand. We must 
see in this his fiery indignation which devours 
the adversaries, and infer from it what a fear- 
ful thing it is to fall into the hands of the 
living God, Heb. x. 27—31. 2. That it is at 
our peril if we meddle with that which does 
not belong to us. God is jealous of the 
honour of his own institutions, and will not 
have them invaded. It is most probable that 
Koran himself was consumed with those 250 
that presumed to offer incense; for the 
priesthood was the thing he aimed at, and 
therefore we have reason to think that he 
would not quit his post at the door of the 
tabernacle. But, behold, those are made sa- 
crifices to the justice of God who flattered 
themselves with the hopes of being priests. 
Had they been content with their office as 
Levites, which was sacred and honourable, 
and better than they deserved, they might 
have lived and died with joy and reputation; 
but, like the angels that sinned, leaving their 
first estate, and aiming at the honours that 
were not appointed them, they were thrust 
down to Hades, their censers struck out of 
their hands, and their breath out of their 
bodies, by a burning which typified the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. 

II. Care is taken to perpetuate the remem- 
prance of this vengeance. No mention is 
made of the taking up of their carcases: the 
scripture leaves them as dung upon the face 
of the earth; but orders are given about 
their censers, 1. That they be secured, be- 
cause they are hallowed. Eleazar is charged 
with this, v. 37. Those invaders of the 
priesthood had proceeded so far, by the di- 
vine patience and submission, as to kindle 
their incense with fire from off the altar, 


which they were suffered to use by way of 
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experiment: but, as soon as they had kindled 
their fire, God kindled another, which put a 
fatal final period to their pretensions; now 
Eleazar is ordered to scatter the fire, with 
the incense that was kindled with it, in some 
unclean place without the camp, to signify 
God’s abhorrence of their offering as a pol- 
luted thing: The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
abomination to the Lord. Buthe is to gather 
up the censers ont of the mingled burning, 
God’s fire and theirs, because they are hallow- 
ed. Having been once put toa holy use, and 
that by God’s own order (though only for 
trial), they must not return to common ser- 
vice; so some understand it: rather, they 
are devoted, they are an anathema; and there- 
fore, as all devoted things, they must be 
made some way or other serviceable to the 
glory of God. 2. That they be used in the 
service of the sanctuary, not as censers, 
which would rather have put honour upon 
the usurpers whose disgrace was intended ; 
nor was there occasion for brazen censcrs, 
the golden altar was served with golden 
ones; but they must be beaten into broad 
plates for a covering of the brazen altar, v. 
38—40. These pretenders thought to have 
ruined the altar, by laying the priesthood in 
common again; but, to show that Aaron’s 
office was so far from being shaken by their 
impotent malice that it was rather confirmed 
by it, their censers, which offered to rival his, 
were used both for the adorning and for the 
preserving of the altar at which he minis. 
tered. Yet this was not all; this covering 
of the altar must be a memorial to the children 
of Israel, throughout their generations, of this 
great event. ‘Though there was so much in 
it astonishing, and though Moses was to re- 
cord it in his history, yet there was danger 
of its being forgotten in process of time; 
impressions that seem deep are not always 
durable; therefore it was necessary to appoint 
this record of the judgment, that the Levites 
who attended this altar, and had their inferior 
services appointed them, might learn to keep 
within their bounds, and be afraid of trans- 
gressing them, lest they should be made like 
Korah and his company, who were Levites, 
and would have been priests. These censers 
were preserved in terrorem, that others might 
hear and fear, and do no more presumptu- 
ously. Thus God has provided that his 
wonderful works, both in mercy and judg- 
ment, should be had in everlasting remem- 
brance, that the end of them may be answered, 
and they may serve for instruction and ad- 
monition to those on whom the ends of the 
world are come. 


41 But on the morrow all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and against 
Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the 
people of the Lorp. 42 And it came 
to pass, when the congregation was 
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gathered against Moses and against 
Aaron, that they looked toward the 
tabernacle of the congregation: and, 
behold, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the Lorp appeared. 43 And 
Moses and Aaron came before the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 44 
And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 45 Get you up from among 
this congregation, that I may con- 
sume them as in a moment. And 
they fell upon their faces. 46 And 
Moses said unto Aaron, Take a cen- 
ser, and put fire therein from off the 
altar, and put on incense, and go 
quickly unto the congregation, and 
make an atonement for them: for 
there is wrath gone out from the 
Lorp; the plague is begun. 47 And 
Aaron took as Moses commanded, 
and ran into the midst of the congre- 
gation; and, behold, the plague was 
begun among the people: and he put 
on incense, and made an atonement 
for the people. 48 And he stood be- 
tween the dead and the livmg; and 
the plague was stayed. 49 Now they 
that died in the plague were fourteen 
thousand and seven hundred, beside 
them that died about the matter of 
Korah. 50 And Aaron returned unto 
Moses unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation: and the plague 
was stayed. 

Here is, J. A new rebellion raised the 
very next day against Moses and Aaron. Be 
astonished, O heavens, at this, and wonder, 
O earth! Was there ever snch an instance 
of the incurable corruption of sinners? On 
the morrow (v. 41) the body of the people mu- 
tinied. 1. Though they were so lately terri- 
fied by the sight of the punishment of the 
rebels. The shrieks of those sinking sin- 
ners, those sinners against their own souls, 
were yet sounding in their ears, the smell of 
the fire yet remained, and the gaping earth 
was scarcely thoroughly closed, and yet the 
same sins were re-acted and all these warn- 
ings slighted. 2. Though they were so lately 
saved from sharing in the same punishment, 
and the survivors were as brands plucked out 
of the burning, yet they fly in the face of 
Moses and Aaron, to whose intercession they 
owed their preservation. ‘Their charge runs 
very high: You have killed the people of the 
Lord. Could any thing have been said more 
unjustly and maliciously? ‘They canonize 
the rebels, calling those the people of the 
Lord who died in arms against him. They 
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stigmatize divine justice itself. It was plain 
enough that Moses and Aaron had no hand 
in their death (they did what they could to 
save them), so that in charging them with 
murder they did in effect charge God himself 
with it. The continued obstinacy of this 
people, notwithstanding the terrors of God’s 
law as it was given on Mount Sinai, and the 
terrors of his judgments as they were here 
executed on the disobedient, shows how ne- 
cessary the grace of God is to the effectual 
change of men’s hearts and lives, without 
which the most likely means will never attain 
the end. Love will do what fear ceuld not. 

II. God’s speedy appearance against the 
rebels. When they had gathered against 
Moses and Aaron, perhaps with a design to 
depose or murder them, they looked towards 
the tabernacle, as if their misgiving con- 
sciences expected some frowns thence, and, 
behold, the glory of the Lord appeared (v. 42), 
for the protection of his servants, and the 
confusion of his and their accusers and ad- 
versaries. Moses and Aaron thereupon came 
before the tabernacle, partly for their own 
safety (there they took sanctuary from the 
strife of tongues, Ps. xxvii. 5; xxxi. 20), 
and partly for advice, to know what was the 
mind of God upon this occasion, v. 43. Jus- 
tice hereupon declares that they deserve to 
be consumed in a moment, v. 45. Why 
should those live another day who hate to be 
reformed, and whose rebellions are their 
daily practices? Let just vengeance take 
place and do its work, and the trouble with 
them will soon be over; only Moses and Aa- 
ron must first be secured. 

III. The intercession which Moses and 
Aaron made for them. Though they had as 
much reason, one would think, as Elias had 
to make intercession against Israel (Rom. xi. 
2), yet they forgive and forget the indignities 
offered them, and are the best friends their 
enemies have. 1. They both fell on their 
faces, humbly to intercede with God for 
mercy, knowing how great the provocation 
was. This they had done several times be- 
fore, upon similar occasions; and, thongh 
the people had basely requited them for it, 
yet, God having graciously accepted them, 
they still have recourse to the same method. 
This is praying always. 2. Moses, per- 
ceiving that the plague had begun in the con- 
gregation of the rebels (that is, that body of 
them which was gathered together against 
Moses), sent Aaron by an act of his priestly 
office to make atonement for them, v. 46. 
And Aaron readily went and burned incense 
between the living and the dead, not to 
purify the infected air, but to pacify an of- 
fended God, and so stayed the progress of 
the judgment. By this it appeared, (1.) 
That Aaron was a very good man, and aman 
that had a true love for the children of his 
people, though they hated and envied him. 
Though God was now avenging his quarrel 
and pleading the cause of his priesthood, 
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yet he interposes to turn away God’s wrath. 
Nay, forgetting his age and gravity, he ran 
into the midst of the congregation to help 
them. He did not say, “ Let them smart 
awhile, and then, when I come, I shall be 
the more welcome;” but, as one tender of 
the life of every Israelite, he makes all pos- 
sible speed into the gap at which death was 
entering. Moses and Aaron, who had been 
charged with killing the people of the Lord, 
might justly have upbraided them now; 
could they expect those to be their saviours 
whom they had so invidiously called their 
murderers? But those good men have 
taught us here by their example not to be 
sullen towards those that are peevish with 
us, nor to take the advantage which men 
give us by their provoking language to deny 
them any real kindness which it is in the 
power of our hands to do them. We must 
render good for evil. (2.) That Aaron was 
a very bold man—bold to venture into the 
midst of an enraged rabble that were ga- 
thered together against him, and who, tor 
aught he knew, might be the more exasper- 
ated by the plague that had begun—bold to 
venture into the midst of the infection, 
where the arrows of death flew thickest, and 
hundreds, nay thousands, were falling on the 
right hand and on the left. To save their lives 
he put his own into his hand, not counting it 
dear to him, so that he might but fulfil 
his ministry. (3.) That Aaron was a man of 
God, and ordained for men, iu things pertain- 
tng to God. His call to the priesthood was 
hereby abundantly confirmed and set above 
all contradiction; God had not ouly saved 
his life when the intruders were cut off, but 
now made him an instrument for saving 
Israel. Compare the censer of Aaron here 
with the censers of those sinners against their 
own souls. Those provoked God’s anger, 
this pacified it; those destroyed men’s lives, 
this saved them ; no room therefore is left to 
doubt of Aaron’s call to the priesthood. 
Note, Those make out the best title to pub- 
lic honours that lay out themselves the most 
for the public good and obtain mercy of the 
Lord to be faithful and useful. If any man 
will be great, let him make himself the ser- 
vant of all. (4.) That Aaron was a type of 
Christ, who came into the world to make an 
atonement for sin and to turn away the 
wrath of God from us, and who, by his me- 
diation and intercession, stands between the 
living and the dead, to secure his chosen 
Israel to himself, and save them out of the 
midst of a world infected with sin and the 
curse. 

IV. The result and issue of the whole 
matter. 1. God’s justice was glorified in 
the death of some. Great execution the 
sword of the Lord did in a very little time. 
Though Aaron made all the haste he could, 
yet, before he could reach his post of service, 
there were 14,700 men laid dead upon the spot, 
v 49. There were but few comparatively 
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that died about the matter of Korab, the 
ring-leaders only were made examples; but, 
the people not being led to repentance by 
the patience and forbearance of God with 
them, justice is not now so sparing of the 
blood of Israelites. They complained of the 
death of a few hundreds as an unmerciful 
slaughter made among the people of the 
Lord, but here God silences that complaint 
by the slaughter of many thousands. Note, 
Those that quarrel with less judgments pre- 
pare greater for themselves; for when God 
judges he will overcome. 2. His mercy was 
glorified in the preservation of the rest. God 
showed them what he could do by his power, 
and what he might do in justice, but then 
showed them what he would do in his love 
and pity: he would, notwithstanding all this, 
preserve them a people to himself in and by 
a mediator. The cloud of Aaron’s incense 
coming from his hand stayed the plague. 
Note, It is much for the glory of God’s 
goodness that many a time even in wrath he 
remembers mercy. And, even when judg- 
ments have been begun, prayer puts a stop 
to them; so ready is he to forgive, and so 
little pleasure does he take in the death of 
sinners. 


CHAP. XVII. 


Eoough had been dune in the chapter before to quash all pretensivuus 
of the families uf the tribe of Levi that would set up in competi 
tion with Aaron, and to make it appear that Aaron was the heau 
of that tribe; but it seems, when that matter was settled, the 
princes of the rest of the tribes began to murmur. Ifthe bead 
of a tribe must be a priest, why not the head of sume other 
tribe than that of Levi? tle that searches the heart knew 
this thought to be in the breast of some of them, and before it 
broke out into any overt act graciously anticipated it, to prevent 
bloodshed; and it is done by miracle in this chapter, not a 
miracle of wrath, as before, but of grace. l. The matter is put 
upou trial by the bringing of twelve rads, one for each prince, 
before the Lord, ver. 1—7. 11. Upon trial, the matter is deter- 
mined by the miraculous blossoming of Aaron’s rod, ver. 8, 9 
11. The decision of the controversy is registered by the preserva- 
tion of the rod, ver. 10, 11. 1V. The people acquiesce iu it with 
some reluctance, ver. 12, 13. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Speak unto the child- 

ren of Israel, and take of every one 
of them a rod according to the house 
of their fathers, of all their princes 
according to the house of their fathers 
twelve rods: write thou every man’s 
name upon his rod. 3 And thou shalt 
write Aaron’s name upon the rod of 
Levi: for one rod shall be for the 
head of the house of their fathers. 4 
And thou shalt lay them up in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before 
the testimony, where I will meet with 
you. 5 And it shall come to pass, 
that the man’s rod, whom I shall 
choose, shall blossom: and I will make 
to cease from me the murmurings of 
the children of Israel, whereby they 
murmur against you. 6 And Moses 
spake unto the children of Israel, and 
every one of their princes gave him a 


8. c. 1490. 


rod apiece, fer each prince one, accord- 
mg to their fathers’ houses, even 
twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron 
was among their rods. 7 And Moses 
laid up the rods before the Lorn in 
the tabernacle of witness. 


Here we have, I. Orders given for the 
bringing in of a rod for every tribe (which 
was peculiarly significant, for the word here 
used for a rod sometimes signifies a tribe, as 
particularly ch. xxxiv. 13), that God by a 
miracle, wrought on purpose, might make it 
known on whom he had conferred the ho- 
nour of the priesthood. 1. It seems then the 
priesthood was a preferment worth seeking 
and striving for, even by the princes of the 
tribes. It is an honour to the greatest of 
men to be employed in the service of God. 
Yet perhaps these contended for it rather for 
the sake of the profit and power that at- 
tended the office than for the sake of that in 
it which was divine and sacred. 2. It seems 
likewise, after all that had been done to 
settle this matter, there were those who 
would be ready upon any occasion to contest 
it. They would not acquiesce in the divine 
appointment, but would make an interest in 
opposition to it. They strive with God for 
the dominion; and the question is whose 
will shall stand. God will rule, but Israel 
will not be ruled; and this is the quarrel. 
3. It is an instance of the grace of God 
that, having wrought divers miracles to 
punish sin, he would work one more on 
purpose to prevent it. God has effectually 
provided that the obstinate shall be left in- 
excusable, and every mouth shall be stopped. 
Israel were very prone to murmur both 
against God and against their governors. 
“Now,” said God, “I will make to cease 
from me the murmurings of the children of 
Israel, v. 5. If any thing will convince 
them, they shall be convinced; and, if this 
will not convince them, nothing will.” This 
was to be to them, as Christ said the sign of 
the prophet Jonas (that is, his own resurrec- 
tion) should be to the men of that genera- 
tion, the highest proof of his mission that 
should be given them. The directions are, 
(1.) That twelve rods or staves should be 
brought in. It is probable that they were 
not now fresh cut out of a tree, for then the 
miracle would not have been so great; but 
that they were the staves which the princes 
ordinarily used as ensigns of their authority 
(of which we read ch. xxi. 18), old dry staves, 
that had no sap in them, and it is probable 
that they were all made of the almond-tree. 
It should seem they were but twelve in all, 
with Aaron’s, for, when Levi comes into the 
account, Ephraim and Manasseh make but 
one, under the name of Joseph. (2.) That 
the name of each prince should be written 
upon his rod, that every man might know 
his own, and to prevent contests. Writing 
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The blossoming of Aaron’s rod. 
is often a good preservative against strife, 
for what is written may be appealed to. (3.) 
That they should be laid up in the taber- 
nacle, for one night, before the testimony, 
that is, before the ark, which, with its mercy- 
seat, was a symbol, token, or testimony, of 
God’s presence with them. (4.) They were 
to expect, being told it before, that the rod 
of the tribe, or prince, whom God chose to 
the priesthood, should bud and blossom, v. 
5. It was requisite that they should be told 
of it, that it might appear not to be casual, 
but according to the counsel and will of God 

II. The preparing of the rods accordingly. 
The princes brought them in, some of them 
perhaps fondly expecting that the choice 
would fall upon them, and all of them think- 
ing it honour enough to be competitors with 
Aaron, and to stand candidates, even for 
the priesthood (wv. 7); and Moses laid them 
up before the Lord. He did not object that 
the matter was sufficiently settled already, 
and enough done to convince those that 
were not invincibly hardened in their preju- 
dices. He did not undertake to determine 
the controversy himself, though it might 
easily have been done; nor did he suggest 
that it would be to no purpose to offer satis- 
faction to a people that were willingly blind. 
But, since God will have it so, he did his 
part, and lodged the case before the Lord, to 
whom the appeal was made by consent, and 
left it with him. 


8 And it came to pass, that on the 
morrow Moses went into the taber- 
nacle of witness; and, behold, the rod 
of Aaron for the house of Levi was 
budded, and brought forth buds, and 
bloomed blossoms, and yielded al- 
monds. 9 And Moses brought out 
all the rods from before the Lorp 
unto all the children of Israel: and 
they looked, and took every man his 
rod. 10 And the Lorp said unto 
Moses, Bring Aaron’s rod again be- 
fore the testimony, to be kept for a 
token against the rebels; and thou 
shalt quite take away their murmur- 
ings from me, that they die not. 11 
And Moses did so: as the Lorp com- 
manded him, so did he. 12 And the 
children of Israel spake unto Moses, 
saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we 
all perish. 13 Whosoever cometh 
any thing near unto the tabernacle of 
the Lor» shall die: shall we be con- 
sumed with dying? 

Here is, I. The final determination of the 
controversy concerning the priesthood by a 
miracle, v. 8,9. The rods or staves were 
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they were laid up, and publicly produced 
before the people; and, while all the rest of 
the rods remained as they were, Aaron’s rod 
only, of a dry stick, became a living branch, 
budded, and blossomed, and yielded almonds. 
In some places there were buds, in others 
blossoms, in others fruit, at the same time. 
This was miraculous, and took away all sus- 
picion of a fraud, as if in the night Moses 
had taken away Aaron’s rod, and put a living 
branch of an almond tree in the room of it; 
for no ordinary branch would have buds, blos- 
soms, and fruits upon it, all atonce. Now, 

1. This was a plain indication to the 
people that Aaron was chosen to the priest- 
hood, and not any other of the princes of the 
tribes. Thus he was distinguished from 
them and inanifested to be under the special 
blessing of heaven, which sometimes yields 
increase where there is neither planting nor 
watering by the hand of man. Bishop Hall 
here observes that fruitfulness is the best 
evidence of a divine call, and that the plants 
of God’s setting, and the boughs cut off 
from them, will flourish. See Ps. xcii. 12— 
14. The trees of the Lord, though they seem 
dry trees, are full of sap. 

2. It was a very proper sign to represent the 
priesthood itself, which was hereby confirmed 
to Aaron. (1.) That it should be fruitful and 
serviceable to the church of God. It pro- 
duced not only blossoms, but almonds; for 
the priesthood was designed, not only for an 
honour to Aaron, but for a blessing to Israel. 
ThusChrist ordained his apostles and ministers 
that they should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that their fruit should remain, John xv. 16. 
(2.) That there should be a succession of 
priests. Here were not only almonds for the 
present, but buds and blossoms promising 
more hereafter. Thus has Christ provided 
in his church that a seed should serve him 
from generation to generation. (3.) That 
yet this priesthood should not be perpetual, 
but in process of time, like the branches and 
blossoms of a tree, should fail and wither. 
The flourishing of the almond-tree is men- 
tioned as one of the signs of old age, Ecci. 
xii. 5. This character was betimes put upon 
the Mosaic priesthood, which soon became 
old and ready to vanish away, Heb. viii. 13. 

3. It was a type and figure of Christ and his 
priesthood: for he is the man, the branch, 
that is to be a priest upon his throne, as it 
follows (Zech. vi. 12); and he was to grow up 
before God, as this before the ark, like a 
tender plant, and a root out of a dry yround, 
Isa. lii. 2. 

If. The record of this determination, by 
the preserving of the rod before the testi- 
mony, in perpetuam ret memoriam—that it 
might be had in perpetual remembrance, v. 10, 
11. It is probable that the buds, and blos- 
soms, and fruit, continued fresh; the same 
divine power that produced them in a night 
preserved them for ages, at least so long as 
it was necessary for a token against the 
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rebels. So it was a standing miracle, and 
the continuance of it was an undeniable 
proof of the truth of it. Even the leaf of 
God’s trees shall not wither, Ps. i. 3. This 
rod was preserved, as the censers were, to 
take away their murmurings, that they die 
not. Note, 1. The design of God in all his 
providences, both mercies and judgments, 
and in the memorials of them, is to take 
away sin, and to prevent it. These things 
are done, these things written, that we sin 
not, 1 John ii. 1. Christ was manifested to 
take away sin. 2. What God does for the 
taking away of sin is done in real kindness to 
us, that we die not. All the bitter potions he 
gives, and all the sharp methods he uses 
with us, are for the cure of a disease which 
otherwise would certainly be fatal. Bishop 
Hall observes here that the tables of the 
law, the pot of manna, and Aaron’s rod, 
were preserved together in or about the ark 
(the apostle takes notice of them all three 
together, Heb. ix. 4), to show to after-ages 
how the ancient church was taught, and fed, 
and ruled; and he infers how precious the 
doctrine, sacraments, and government, of 
the church are to God and should be to us. 
The rod of Moses was used in working many 
miracles, yet we do not find that this was 
preserved, for the keeping of it would serve 
only to gratify men’s curiosity; but the rod 
of Aaron, which carried its miracle along 
with it, was carefully preserved, because that 
would be of standing use to convince men’s 
consciences, to silence all disputes about the 
priesthood, and to confirm the faith of God’s 
Israel in his institutions. Such is the differ- 
ence between the sacraments which Christ 
has appointed for edification and the relics 
which men have devised for superstition. 
III. The outcry of the people hereupon 
(w. 12, 13): Behold, we die, we perish, we all 
perish. Shall we be consumed with dying ? 
This may be considered as the language 
either, 1. Of a repining people quarrelling 
with the judgments of God, which, by their 
uwn pride and obstinacy, they had brought 
upon themselves. ‘They seem to speak de- 
spairingly, as if God was a hard Master, that 
sought advantage against them, and took 
all occasions to pick quarrels with them, so 
that if they trod ever so little awry, if they 
stepped ever so little beyond their bounds, 
they must die, they must perish, they must 
all perish, basely insinuating that God would 
never be satisfied with their blood and ruin, 
till he had made an end of thein all and they 
were consumed with dying. Thus they 
seem to be like a wild bull ina net, full of 
the fury of the Lord (Isa. li. 20), fretting that 
God was too hard for them and that they 
were forced to submit, which they did only 
because they could not help it. Note, It is 
a very wicked thing to fret against God 
when we are in affliction, and in our distress 
thus to trespass yet more. If we die, if we 
perish, it is owing to ourselves, and the blame 
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will lie upon our own heads. Or, 2. Of a 
repenting people. Many interpreters take it 
as expressing their submission: “ Now we 
see that it is the will of God we should keep 
our distance, and that ıt is at our peril if we 
draw nearer than is appointed. Wesubmit to 
the divine will in this appointment; we will 
not contend any more, lest we all perish :” 
and they engage Moses to intercede for 
them, that they may not be all consumed 
with dying. ‘Thus the point was gained, 
and in this matter God quite took away 
their murmurings, and henceforward they 
acquiesced. Note, When God judges he will 
overcome, and, one way or other, will oblige 
the most obstinate gainsayers to confess their 
folly sooner or later, and that wherein they 
dealt proudly he was above them. Vicisti 
Galilee—O Galilean, thou hast conquered ! 
CHAP. XVIII. 


Aaron being now fully established in the priesthood abundantly to 
his nwn satisfaction, and to the satisfaction of the people (which 
was the good that God bruught out uf the evil oppusition made 
to him), in this chapter God gives him full instructions con- 
cerning his office or rather repeats those which he had before 
given him. He tells him, 1. What must be his work and the 
care and charge committed to him, and what assistance he should 
have from the Levites in that work, ver. 1—7. IL. What should 
be his and the Levites’ wages for this work. 1. The perquisites 
or fees peculiar to the priests, ver. 8—19. 2. The settled main- 
tenance of the Levites, ver. 20—24. III The portion which 
must be paid to the priests out of the Levites’ maintenance, ver. 
25—32. Thus every one knew what he had to do, and what he 
had tu live upon. 


ND the Lorp said unto Aaron, 
Thou and thy sons and thy fa- 
ther’s house with thee shall bear the 
iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou 
and thy sons with thee shall bear the 
iniquity of your priesthood. 2 And 
thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, 
the tribe of thy father, bring thou with 
thee, that they may be joined unto 
thee, and minister unto thee: but thou 
and thy sons with thee shall minister 
before the tabernacle of witness. 3 
And they shall keep thy charge, and 
the charge of all the tabernacle: only 
they shall not come nigh the vessels 
of the sanctuary and the altar, that 
neither they, nor ye also, die. 4 And 
they shall be joined unto thee, and 
keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, for all the service 
of the tabernacle: anda stranger shall 
not come nigh unto you. 5 And ye 
shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, 
and the charge of the altar: that there 
be no wrath any more upon the child- 
ren of Israel. 6 And I, behold, I 
have taken your brethren the Levites 
from among the children of Israel: 
to you they are given as a gift for the 
Lorp, to do the service of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 7 There- 
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fore thou and thy sons with thee 
shall keep your priest’s office for every 
thing of the altar, and within the veil; 
and ye shall serve: I have given your 
priest’s office unto you as a service of 
gift; and the stranger that cometh 
nigh shall be put to death. 


The coherence of this chapter with that 
foregoing is very observable. 

I. The people, in the close of that chapter, 
had complained of the dithculty and peril 
that there were in drawing near to God, 
which put them under some dreadful appre- 
hensions that the tabernacle in the midst 
of them, which they hoped would have been 
their joy and glory, would rather be their 
terror and ruin. Now, in answer to this 
complaint, God here gives them to under- 
stand by Aaron that the priests should come 
near for them as their representatives ; so 
that, though the people were obliged to keep 
their distance, yet that should not at all re- 
dound to their disgrace or prejudice, but their 
cormfortabie communion with God should be 
kept up by the interposition of the priests. 

II. A great deal of honour Ged had now 
lately put upon Aaron; his rod had budded 
and blossomed, when the rods of the rest 
of the princes remained dry, and destitute 
both of fruit andornament. Now lest Aaron 
should be puffed up with the abundance of 
the favours that were done him, and the 
miracles that were wrought for the support 
of him in his high station, God comes to him 
to remind him of the burden that was laid 
upon him, and the duty required from him as 
a priest. He would see reason not to be 
proud of his preferment, but to receive the 
honours of his office with reverence and holy 
trembling, when he considered how great 
was the charge committed to him, and how 
hard it would be for him to give a good ac- 
count of it. Be not high-minded, but fear. 

1. God tells him of the danger that at- 
tended his dignity, v. 1. (1.) That both the 
priests and Levites (thou, and thy sons, and 
thy father’s house) should bear the iniquity of 
the sauctuary ; that is, if the sanctuary were 
profaned by the intrusion of strangers, or per- 
sons in their uncleanness, the blame should 
lie upon the Levites and priests, who ought 
to have kept them off. ‘hough the sinner 
that thrust in presumptuously should die in 
his iniquity, yet his blood should be required 
at the hands of the watchmen. Or it may 
be taken more generally: “if any of the 
duties or offices of the sanctuary be neg- 
lected, if any service be not done in its 
season or not according to the law, if any 
thing be lost or misplaced in the removal 
of the sanctuary, you shall be accountable 
for it, and answer it at your peril.” (2) 
That the priests should themselves bear the 
iniquity of the priesthood; that is, if they 
either neglected any part of their work or 
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permitted any other persons to invade their 
office, and take their work out of their hands, 
they should bear the blame of it. Note, The 
greater the trust is of work and power that 
is committed to us the greater is our danger 
of contracting guilt, by falsifying and betray- 
ing that trust. This is a good reason why 
we should neither be envious at others’ ho- 
nours nor ambitious ourselves of high places, 
because great dignity exposes us to great 
iniquity. ‘Those that are entrusted with the 
charge of the sanctuary will have a great deal 
to answer for. Who would covet the care 
of souls who considers the account that must 
be given of that care? 

2. He tells him of the duty that attended 
his dignity. (1.) ‘That he and his sons must 
minister before the tabernacle of witness (v. 2); 
that is (as bishop Patrick explains it), before 
the most holy place, in which the ark was, on 
the outside of the veil of that tabernacle, but 
within the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. They were to attend the golden 
altar, the table, and candlestick, which no 
Levite might approach to. You shall serve, 
v. 7. Not, “You shall rule” (it was never 
intended that they should lord it over God’s 
heritage), but “ You shall serve God and the 
congregation.” Note, The priesthood is a 
service. If any desire the office of a bishop 
he desires a good work. Ministers must re- 
member that they are ministers, that is, 
servants, of whom it 1s required that they be 
humble, diligent, and faithful. (2.) That 
the Levites must assist him and his sons, 
and minister to them in all the service of the 
tabernacle (v. 2—4), though they must by no 
means come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary, 
nor at the altar meddle with the great services 
of burning the fat and sprinkling the blood. 
Aaron’s family was very small, and, as it in- 
creased, the rest of the families of Israel 
would increase likewise, so that the hands of 
the priests neither were now nor were likely 
to be sufficient for all the service of the 
tabernacle; therefore (says God) the Levites 
shall be joined to thee, v. 2, and again v. 4, 
where there seems to be an allusion to the 
name of Levi, which signifies joined. Many 
of the Levites had of late set themselves 
against Aaron, but henceforward God pro- 
mises that they should be heartily joined to 
him in interest and affection, and should no 
more contest with him. It was a good sign 
to Aaron that God owned him when he in- 
clined the hearts of those concerned to own 
him too. The Levites are said to be given 
as a gift to the priests, v. 6. Note, We are 
to value it as a great gift of the divine bounty 
to have those joined to us that will be helpful 
and serviceable to us in the service of God. 
(3.) That both priests and Levites must care- 
fully watch against the vrofanation of sacred 
things. The Levites must keep the charge of 
the tabernacle, that no stranger (that is, none 
who upon any account was forbidden to 
come) might come nigh (v. 4), and that upon 
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pain of death, v. 7. And the priests must 
keep the charge of the sanctuary (v. 5), raust 
instruct the people, and admonish them con- 
cerning the due distance they were to keep, 
and not suffer them to break the bounds set 
them, as Korah’s company had done, that 
there be xo wrath any more upon the children 
of Israel. Note, The preventing of sin is the 
preventing of wrath; and the mischief sin 
has done should be a warning to us for the 
future to watch against it both in ourselves 
and others. 


8 And the Lorp spake unto Aaron, 
Behold, I also have given thee the 
charge of mine heave offerings of ail 
the hallowed things of the children of 
Israel; unto thee have I given them 
by reason of the anointing, and to thy 
sons, by an ordinance for ever. 9 
This shall be thine of the most holy 
things, reserved from the fire: every 
oblation of their’s, every meat offering 
of their’s, and every sin offering of 
their’s, and every trespass offering of 
their’s, which they shall render unto 
me, shall be most holy for thee and 
for thy sons. 10 In the most holy 
place shalt thou eat it; every male 
shall eat it: it shall be holy unto thee. 
11 And this zs thine; the heave of- 
fering of their gift, with all the wave 
offerings of the children of Israel: I 
have given them unto thee, and to 
thy sons and to thy daughters with 
thee, by a statute for ever: every one 
that is clean in thy house shall eat of 
it. 12 All the best of the oil, and all 
the best of the wine, and of the wheat, 
the firstfruits of them which they shall 
offer unto the Lorp, them have I 
given thee. 13 And whatsoever is 
first ripe in the land, which they 
shall bring unto the Lorp, shall be 
thine; every one that is clean in thine 
house shall eat of it. 14 Every thing 
devoted in Israel shall be thine. 15 
Every thing that opencth the matrix 
in all flesh, which they bring unto the 
Lorp, whether it be of men or beasts, 
shall be thine: nevertheless the first- 
born of man shalt thou surely redeem, 
and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt 
thou redeem. 16 And those that are 
to be redeemed from a month old shalt 
thou redeera, according to thine esti- 
mation, for the money of five shekels. 
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after the shekel of the sanctuary, 
which is twenty gerahs. 17 But the 
firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a 
sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou 
shalt not redeem; they are holy: 
thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon 
the altar, and shalt burn their fat for 
an offering made by fire, for a sweet 
savour unto the Lorp. 18 And the 
flesh of them shall be thine, as the 
wave breast and as the right shoulder 
are thine. 19 All the heave offerings 
of the holy things, which the children 
of Israel offer unto the Lorp, have I 
given thee, and thy sons and tliy 
daughters with thee, by a statute for 
ever: it is a covenant of salt for ever 
before the Lorn unto thee and to thy 
seed with thee. 


The priest’s service is called a warfare ; 
and who goes a warfare at his own charges? 
As they were well employed, so they were 
well provided for, and well paid. None shall 
serve God for nought. All believers are 
spiritual priests, and God has promised to 
take care of them; they shall dwell in the 
land, and verily they shall be fed, and shall 
not want any good thing. Godliness has the 
promise of the life that now is. ‘And from 
this plentiful provision here made for the 
priests the apostle infers that it is the duty of 
Christian churches to maintain their minis- 
ters; those that served at the altar lived upou 
the altar. So those that preach the gospel 
should live upon the gospel, and live comfort- 
ably, 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. Scandalous main- 
tenance makes scandalous ministers Now 
observe, 1. That much of the provision that 
was made for them arose out of the sacrifices 
which they themselves were employed to 
offer. ‘They had the skins of almost all the 
sacrifices, which they might sell, and they 
had a considerable share out of the meat- 
offerings, sin-offerings, &c. Those that had 
the charge of the offerings had the benefit, 
v. 8. Note, God’s work is its own wages, 
and his service carries its recompence along 
with it. Even in keeping God’s command- 
ments there is great reward. The present 
pleasures of religion are part of its pay. 
2. That they had not only a good table kept 
for them, but money likewise in their pockets 
for the redemption of the first-born, and those 
firstlings of cattle which might not be offered 
in sacrifice. ‘Thus their maintenance was 
such as left them altogether disentangled from 
the affairs of this life; they had no grounds 
to occupy, no land to till, no vineyards to 
dress, no cattle to tend, no visible estate to 
take care of, and yet had a more plentiful in- 
come than any other families whatsoever. 
Thus God ordered it that they might be the 
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more entirely addicted to their ministry, and 
not diverted from it, nor disturbed in it, by 
lany worldly care or business (the ministry 
requires a whole man); and that they might 
be examples of living by faith, not only in 
God’s providence, but in his ordinance. They 
lived from hand to mouth, that they might 
learn to take no thought for the morrow; 
sufficient for the day would be the provision 
(thereof: and they had no estates to leave 
, their children, that they might by faith leave 
them to the care of that God who had fed 
them all their lives long. 3. Of the provision 
that was made for their tables some is said 
to be most holy (v. 9, 10), which was to be 
eaten by the priests themselves, and in the 
court of the tabernacle only; but other per- 
quisites were less holy, of which their families 
might eat, at their own houses, provided they 
were clean, v. 11—13. See Lev. xxii. 10, &c 
4. It is commanded that the best of the oil, 
and the best of the wine and wheat, should be 
offered for the first-fruits unto the Lord, 
which the priests were to have, v.12. Note, 
We must always serve and honour God with 
the best we have, for he is the best, and best 
deserves it; heis the first, and therefore must 
have the first ripe. Those that think to save 
charges by putting God off with the refuse 
do but deceive themselves, for God is not 
mocked. 5. All this is given to the priests 
by reason of the anointing, v. 8. It was not 
for the sake of their personal merits above 
other Israelites that they had these tributes 
paid to them, be it known unto them; but 
purely for the sake of the office to which they 
were anointed. Thus all the comforts that 
are given to the Lord’s people are given them 
by reason of the anointing which they have 
received. It is said to be given them by an 
ordinance for ever (v. 8), and it is a covenan? 
of salt for ever, v.19. As long as the priest- 
hood should continue this should continne to 
be the maintenance of it, that this lamp might 
‘not go out for want of oil to keep it burning. 
Thus provision is made that a gospel ministry 
,should continue till Christ comes, by an or- 
dinance for ever. Lo, I am with you (that is 
their maintenance and support) always, eveu 
to the end of the world. ‘Thanks be to the 
Redeemer, it is the word which he has com- 
mauded to a thousand generations. 


20 And the Lorp spake unto 
Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance 
in their land, neither shalt thou have 
any part among them: I am thy part 
and thine inheritance among the child- 
ren of Israel. 21 And, behold, I have 
given the children of Levi all the tenth 
in Israel for an inheritance, for then 

| service which they serve, even the 

service of the tabernacle of the con 

gregation. 22 Neither must the child- 

ren of Isracl henceforth come nigh 
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the tabernacle of the congregation, lest 
they bear sin, and die. 23 But the 
Levites shall do the service of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and 
they shall bear their iniquity : ¿£ shall 
be a statute for ever throughout your 
generations, that among the children 
of Israel they have no inheritance. 
24 But the tithes of the children of 
Israel, which they offer as a heave 
offering unto the Lorn, I have given 
to the Levites to inherit: therefore I 
have said unto them, Among the ehild- 
ren of Israel they shall have no in- 
heritance. 25 And the Lorp spake 
unto Moses, saying, 26 Thus speak 
unto the Levites, and say unto them, 
When ye take of the children of Is- 
rael the tithes which I have given you 
from them for your inheritance, then 
ye shall offer up a heave offering of 
it for the Lorn, evenatenth part of 
the tithe. 27 And this your heave 
offering shall be reckoned unto you, 
as though zt were the corn of the 
threshingfloor, and as the fulness of 
the winepress. 28 Thus ye also shall 
offer a heave offering unto the Lorp 
of all your tithes, which ye receive of 
the children of Israel; and ye shall 
give thereof the Lorn’s heave offer- 
ing to Aaron the priest. 29 Out of 
all your gifts ye shall offer every heave 
offering of the Lorp, of all the best 
thereof, even the hallowed part thereof 
out of it. 30 Therefore thou shalt 
say unto them, When ye have heaved 
the best thereof from it, then it shall 
be counted unto the Levites as the 
inerease of the threshingtloor, and as 
the increase of the winepress. 31 
And ye shall eat it in every place, ye 
and your households: for it ¿s your 
reward for your service in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 32 And 
ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, 
when ye have heaved from it the best 
of it: neither shall ye pollute the holy 
things of the children of Israel, lest 
ye dic, 
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Thou shalt not have any purt among them, 
v. 20. Itis repeated again v. 23, and again 
v. 24, Among the children of Israel they shall 
have no inheritance, either by purchase or 
deseent. God would have them comfortably 
provided for, but would not have their fa- 
milies over-rich, lest they should think them- 
selves above that work which their wages 
supposed and obliged them constantly to at- 
tend upon. As Israel was a peculiar people, 
and not to be numbered among the nations, 
so Levi was a peculiar tribe, and not to be 
settled as the rest of the tribes, but in all re- 
spects distinguished from them. A good 
reason is given why they must have no in- 
heritance in the land, for, says God, I am thy 
part, and thy inheritance. Note, Those that 
have God for their inheritance and their por- 
tion for ever ought to look with a holy con- 
tempt and indifference upon the inheritances 
of this world, and not covet their portion in 
it. “The Lord is my portion, therefore will 
Í hope in him, and not depend upon any thing 
I have on this earth,” Lam. ili. 24. The 
Levites shall have no inheritance, and yet 
they shall live very comfortably and plenti- 
fully—to teach us that Providence has various 
ways of supporting those that live in a de- 
pendence upon it; the fowls reap not, and 
yet are fed, the lilies spin not, and yet are 
clothed, the Levites have no inheritance in 
Israel, and yct live better than any other 
tribe. The repetition of that caution, that no 
Israelite should approach the tabernacle, comes 
in suitably, though somewhat abruptly, v. 22. 
It seems set in opposition to that order con- 
cerning the priests and Levites that they 
should have xo inheritance in Israel, to show 
how God dispenses his favours variously. 
The Levites have the honour of attending the 
tabernacle, whieh is denied the Israelites; 
but then the Israelites have the honour of 
inheritanees in Canaan, which is denied the 
Leyites; thus each is kept from either envy- 
ing or despising the other, and both have 
reason to rejoice in their lot. The Israelites 
must not come nigh the tabernacle, but then 
the Levites must have zo inheritance in the 
land ; if ministers expect that people should 
keep in their sphere, and not intermeddle 
with saered offices, let them keep in theirs, 
and not entangle themselves in secular affairs 
If. But they must both have tithes of the 
land. Besides the first-fruits which were 
appropriated to the priests, whieh, the Jews 
say, were to be a fiftieth part, or at least a 
sixtieth, the tithe also was appropriated. 1. 
‘The Levites had the tithes of the people’s in- 
erease (v.21): I have given (whose the whole 
is) all the tenths in Israel, of all the produe- 
tions of the land, to the children of Levi, to 
be divided among them in just proportions, 


that was made both for the Levites and for | for their service which they serve. The Levites 


the priests, out of the country. 

I They must have no inheritance m the 
land; only cities to dwell in were afterwards 
allowed them, but no ground to oecupy: 
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care did God take of those that were devoted | sessions, so as to bear no sin by reason of 


to his service; not only that they might be 
well maintained, but that they might be ho- 
noured with a national acknowledgment of 
the good services they did to the public, and 
owned as God’s agents and receivers; for 
that which was a heave-offering, or an offer- 
ing lifted heavenward unto the Lord, was by 
him consigned to the Levites. 2. The priests 
had the tenths of the Levites’ tithes settled 
upon them. The order for this Mases is di- 
rected to give to the Levites, whom God 
would have to pay it with cheerfulness, rather 
than the priests to demand it with authority: 
Speak to the Levites that it be offered by them, 
rather than levied upon them. Now observe, 
(1.) The Levites were to give God his dues 
out of their tithes, as well as the Israelites 
out of their increase. They were God's 
tenants, and rent was expected from them, 
nor were they exempted by their office. 
Thus now, ministers must be charitable out 
of what they receive; and the more freely 
they have received the more freely they must 
give, and be examples of liberality. You shall 
offer a heave-offering to the Lord, v. 26. 'Thase 
that are employed to assist the devotions of 
others must be sure to pay their own, as a 
heave-offering to the Lord. Prayers and 
praises lifted up to God, or rather the heart 
lifted up in them, are now our heave-offerings. 
This (says God) shall be reckoned to you as 
though it were the corn of the threshing-floor ; 
that is, though it was not the fruit of their 
ground, nor of their own labour, as the tithes 
of other Israelites were, yet being of such as 
they had it should be accepted, to the sancti- 
fying of all the rest. (2.) This was to be 
given to Aaron the priest (v. 28), and to his 
successors the high priests, to be divided and 
disposed of in such proportions as they should 
think fit among the inferior priests. Most 
of the profits of the priests’ office, which were 
appointed in the former part of the chapter, 
arising from the sacrifices, those priests had 
the benefit of who constantly attended at the 
altar; but, forasmuch as there were many 
priests employed in the country to teach and 
rule, those tithes taken by the Levites, it is 
probable, were directed by the high priest 
for their maintenance. It is the probable 
conjecture of the learned bishop Patrick that 
the tenth of this last tenth was reserved for 
the high priest himself, to support his state 
and dignity; for otherwise we read not of 
any peculiar provision made for him. (3.) 
When the Levites had thus paid the tenth of 
their income, as a heave-offering to the Lord, 
they had themselves the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of the other nine parts (v. 30): “ When 
you have thus heaved the best from it (for still 
God’s part must be the best) then you shall 
eat the rest, not as a holy thing, but with the 
same freedom that the other Israelites eat 
their part with, in every place, you and your 
households,” v.31. See here what is the way 
to have the comfort of all our worldly pos- 


them, as it follows, v.32. [1.] We must be 
sure that what we have be got honestly and 
in the service of Gad. It is your reward for 
your service : that meat is the best eating that 
is firstearned; but, if any will not work, neither 
shall he eat, 2 Thess. i1.10. And that seems 
to be spoken of as having a particular com- 
fort and satisfaction init which is the reward 
of faithful service done in the tabernacle of 
the congregation. [2.] We must be sure that 
God has his dues out of it. Then we have 
the comfort of our substance when we have 
honoured the Lord with it. Then you shall 
bear no sin by reason of it, when you have 
heaved the best from it. This intimates that 
we must never feed ourselves without fear, 
lest our table become a snare, and we bear 
sin by reason of it; and that therefore we 
are concerned to give alms of such things as 
we have, that all may be clean and comfort- 
able to us. 
CHAP. XIX. 


This chapter is only concerning the preparing and using of the 
ashes which were to impregnate the water of purification. ‘The 
people had complained of the strictness of the law, which forbade 
their near approach to the tabernacle, ch. xvii. 13. In answer to 
this camplaint, they are here directed to purify themselves, so as 
that they might come as far as they had occasion without fear. 
Here is, 1. The method of preparing these ashes, by the burning 
of a red heifer, with a great deal of ceremony, ver. 1—10. Ii. 
The way of using them. 1. They were designed to purify persons 
from the pollution contracted by a dead body, ver. 11—16. 2. 
They were ta be put iuto running water (a small quantity of 
them), with which the persan to be cleansed must be purified, 
ver. 17—22. And that this ceremonial purification was a type 
and figure of the cleansing of the consciences of believers from 
the pollutions of sin appears hy the apostle’s discourse, Heb. ix. 
13, 14, where he compares the efficacy of the blood of Christ 
with the sanctifying virtue that was in ‘the ashes of a heifer 
sprinkling the unclean.” 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

and unto Aaron, saying, 2 This 
is the ordinance of the law which the 
Lorp hath commanded, saying, Speak 
unto the children of Israel, that they 
bring thee a red heifer without spot, 
wherein zs no blemish, andupon which 
never came yoke: 3 And ye shall 
give her unto Eleazar the priest, that 
he may bring her forth without the 
camp, and one shall slay her before 
his face: 4 And Eleazar the priest 
shall take of her blood with his finger, 
and sprinkle of her blood directly be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion seven times: 5 And one shall 
burn the heifer in his sight ; her skin, 
and her flesh, and her blood, with her 
dung, shall he burn: 6 And the priest 
shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, 
and scarlet, and cast ¿ié into the midst 
of the burning of the heifer. 7 Then 
the priest shall wash his clothes, and 
he shall bathe his flesh in water, and 
afterward he shall come into the camp, 


and the priest shall be unclean until 
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theeven. 8 And he that burneth her 
shall wash his clothes in water, and 
bathe his flesh in water, and shall be 
unclean until the even. 9 And aman 
that is clean shall gather up the ashes 
of the heifer, and lay them up with- 
out the camp in a clean place, and it 
shall be kept for the congregation of 
the children of Israel for a water of 
separation : it zs a purification for sin. 
10 And he that gathereth the ashes of 
the heifer shall wash his clothes, and 
pe unclean until the even: and it 
shall be unto the children of Israel, 
and unto the stranger that sojourneth 
among them, for a statute for ever. 


We have here the divine appointment con- 
cerning the solemn burning of a red heifer 
to ashes, and the preserving of the ashes, 
that of them might be made, not a beautify- 
ing, but a purifying, water, for that was the 
utmost the law reached to; it offered not to 
adorn as the gospel does, but to cleanse only. 
This burning of the heifer, though it was 
not properly a sacrifice of expiation, being 
not performed at the altar, yet was typical of 
the death and sufferings of Christ, by which 
he intended, not only to satisfy God’s jus- 
tice, but to purify and pacify our consciences, 
that we may have peace with God and also 
peace in our own bosoms, to prepare for which 
Christ died, not only like the bulls and goats 
at the altar, but like the heifer without the 
camp. 

I. There was a great deal of care employed 
in the choice of the heifer that was to be 
burnt, much more than in the choice of any 
other offering, v. 2. It must not only be 
without blemish, typifying the spotless purity 
and sinless perfection of the Lord Jesus, but 
it must be a red heifer, because of the rarity 
of the colour, that it might be the more re- 
markable: the Jews say, “If but two hairs 
were black or white, it was unlawful.” 
Christ, as man, was the Son of Adam, red 
earth, and we find. him red in his apparel, 
red with his own blood, and red with the 
blood of his enemies. And it must be one 
on which never came yoke, which was not 
insisted on in other sacrifices, but thus was 
typified the voluntary offer of the Lord Jesus, 
when he said, Lo, I come. He was bound 
and held with no other cords than those of 
his own love. This heifer was to be pro- 
vided at the expense of the congregation, he- 
cause they were all to have a joint interest in 
it; and so all believers have in Christ. 

II. There was to be a great deal of cere- 
mony in the burning of it.. The care of do- 
ing it was committed to Eleazar, not to Aa- 
ron himself, because it was not fit that he 
shanld do any thing to render himself cere- 
menially unclean, no, not so much as fill the 
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evening (v. 8); yet it being an affair of great 
concern, especially in the significancy of it, 
it was to he performed by him that was next 
to Aaron in dignity. The chief priests of 
that time had the principal hand in the death 
of Christ. Now, 

1. The heifer was to be slain without the 
camp, as an impure thing, which bespeaks 
the insufficiency of the methods prescribed 
by the ceremonial law to take away sin. So 
far were they from cleansing effectually that 
they were themselves unclean; as if the pol- 
lution that was laid upon them continued to 
cleave to them. Yet, to answer this type, 
our Lord Jesus, being made sin and a curse 
for us, suffered without the gate, Heb. xiii. 12. 

2. Eleazar was to sprinkle the blood directly 
before the door of the tabernacle, and looking 
stedfastly towards it, v. 4. This made it in 
some sort an expiation; for the sprinkling of 
the blood before the Lord was the chief so- 
lemnity in all the sacrifices of atonement; 
therefore, though this was not done at the 
altar, yet, being done towards the sanctuary, 
it was intimated that the virtue and validity 
of it depended upon the sanctuary, and were 
derived from it. This signified the satisfac- 
tion that was made to God by the death of 
Christ, our great high priest, who by the 
eterual Spirit (and the Spirit is called the 
finger of God, as Ainsworth observes, Luke 
xi. 20) offered himself without spot unto God ; 
he did, as it were, sprinkle his own blood 
directly before the sanctuary, when he said, 
Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. 
It also signifies how necessary it was to the 
purifying of our hearts that satisfaction 
should be made to divine justice. This 
sprinkling of the blood put virtue into the 
ashes. 

3. The heifer was to be wholly burnt, v. 5. 
This typified the extreme sufferings of our 
Lord Jesus, both in soul and body, as a sa- 
crifice made by fire. ‘The priest was to cast 
into the fire, while it was burning, cedar. 
wood, hyssop, and scarlet, which were used 
in the cleansing of lepers (Lev. xiv. 6, 7), 
that the ashes of these might be mingled 
with the ashes of the heifer, because they 
were designed for purification. 

4. The ashes of the heifer (separated as 
well as they could from the ashes of the 
wood wherewith it was burnt) were to be 
carefully gathered up by the hand of a clean 
person, and (as the Jews say) pounded and 
sifted, and so laid up for the use ef the con- 
gregation, as there was occasion (wv. 9), not 
only for that generation, but for posterity ; 
for the ashes of this one heifer were sufti- 
cient to season as many vessels of water as 
the people of Israel would need for many 
ages. ‘he Jews say that this one served 
till the captivity, nearly 1000 years, and that 
there was never another heifer burnt till 
Ezra’s time, after their return, to which tra- 
dition of theirs, grounded (I suppose) only 
upon the silence of their old records, I see 
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no reason we have to give credit, since in 
the later times of their church, of which 
they had more full records, they find eight 
burnt between Ezra’s time and the destruc- 
tion of the second temple, which was about 
500 years. ‘These ashes are said to be laid up 
here as a purification for sin, because, though 
they were intended to purify only from cere- 
monial uncleanness, yet they were a type of 
that purification for sin which our Lord 
Jesus made by his death. Ashes mixed with 
water are, used in scouring, but these had 
their virtue purely from the divine institu- 
tion, and their accomplishment and perfec- 
tion in Christ, who is the end of this law for 
righteousness. Now observe, (1.) ‘That the 
water of purification was made so by the 
ashes of a heifer, whose blood was sprinkled 
before the sanctuary ; so that which cleanses 
our consciences is the abiding virtue of the 
death of Christ; it is his blood that cleanses 
from all sin, 1 John i. 7. (2.) That the ashes 
were sufficient for all the people. There 
needed not to be a fresh heifer slain for 
every person or family that had occasion to 
be purified, but this one was enough for all, 
even for the strangers that sojourned among 
them (v. 10); so there is virtue enough in 
the blood of Christ for all that repent and 
believe the gospel, for every Israelite, and 
not for their sins only, but for the sins of the 
whole world, 1 John ii. 2. (3.) That these 
ashes were capable of being preserved with- 
out waste to many ages. No bodily sub- 
stance is so incorruptible as ashes are, which 
{says bishop Patrick) made these a very fit 
emblem of the everlasting efficacy of the sa- 
crifice of Christ. He is able to save, and, in 
order to that, able to cleanse, to the utter- 
most, both of persons and times. (4.) 
These ashes were laid up as a stock or trea- 
sure, for the constant purification of Israel 
from their pollutions ; so the blood of Christ 
is laid up for us in the word and sacraments, 
as an inexhaustible fountain of merit, to 
which by faith we may have recourse daily 
for the purging of our consciences; see 
Zech, xii. flo 

5. All those that were employed in this 
service were made ceremonially unclean by 
it; even Eleazar himself, though he did but 
sprinkle the blood, v.7. He that burned the 
heifer was unclean (v. 8), and he that ga- 
thered up the ashes (v. 10); so all that had a 
hand in putting Christ to death contracted 
guilt by it: his betrayer, his prosecutors, his 
judge, his executioner, all did what they did 
with wicked hands, though it was by the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God 
(Acts ii. 23); yet some of them were, and 
all might have been, cleansed by the virtue 
of that same blood which they had brought 
themselves under the guilt of. Some make 
this to signify the imperfection of the legal 
services, and their insufficiency to take away 
sin, inasmuch as those who prepared for the 
purifying of others were themselves polluted 
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The ashes of purification. 
by the preparation. The Jews say, This is 
a mystery which Solomon himself did not 
understand, that the same thing should pol- 
lute those that were clean and purify those 
that were unclean. But (says bishop Pa- 
trick) it is not strange to those who consider 
that all the sacrifices which were offered for 
sin were therefore looked upon as impure, 
because the sins of men were laid upon 
them, as all our sins were upon Christ, who 
therefore is said to be made sin for us, 2 Cor. 
We lle 


11 He that toucheth the dead body 
of any man shall be unclean seven 
days. 12 He shall purify himself with 
it on the third day, and on the seventh 
day he shall be clean: but if he pu- 
rify not himself the third day, then 
the seventh day he shall not be clean. 
13 Whosoever toucheththe dead body 
of any man that is dead, and purifieth 
not himself, defileth the tabernacle of 
the Lor ; and that soul shall be cut 
off from Israel: because the water ot 
separation was not sprinkled upon 
him, he shall be unclean ; his unclean- 
ness ¿s yetupon him. 14 This és the 
law, when a man dieth in a tent: all 
that come into the tent, and all that 
is in the tent, shall be unclean seven 
days. 15 And every open vessel, 
which hath no covering bound upon 
it, ¿s unclean. 16 And whosoever 
toucheth one that is slain with a sword 
in the open fields, or a dead body, or 
a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be 
unclean seven days. 17 And for an 
unclean person they shall take of the 
ashes of the burnt heifer of purifica- 
tion for sin, and running water shall 
be put thereto in a vessel: 18 And a 
clean person shall take hyssop, and 
dip dé in the water, and sprinkle ié 
upon the tent, and upon all the ves- 
sels, and upon the persons that were 
there, and upon him that touched a 
bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a 
grave: 19 And the clean person shall 
sprinkle upon the unclean on the third 
day, and onthe seventh day: and on 
the seventh day he shall purify him- 
self, and wash his clothes, and bathe 
himself in water, and shall be clean 
at even. 20 But the man that shall 
be unclean, and shall not purify him- 
self, that soul shall be cut off from 
among the congregation, because he 
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nath defiled the sanctuary of the 
Lorp: the water of separation hath 
not been sprinkled upon him; he zs 
unclean. 21 And it shall be a perpe- 
tual statute unto them, that he that 
sprinkleth the water of separation shall 
wash his clothes; and he that toucheth 
the water of separation shall be un- 
clean until even. 22 And whatsoever 
the unclean person toucheth shall be 
unclean ; and the soul that toucheth ¿£ 
shall be unclean until even. 


Directions are here given concerning the 
use and applieation of the ashes which were 
prepared for purification. They were laid up 
to be laid out; and therefore, though now 
one place would serve to keep them in, 
while all Israel lay so closely encamped, yet 
it is probable that afterwards, when they 
came to Canaan, some of these ashes were 
kept in every town, for there would be daily 
use for them. Observe, 

I. In what cases there needed a purifiea- 
tion with these ashes. No other is men- 
tioned here than the ceremonial uncleanness 
that was contracted by the touch of a dead 
body, or of the bone or grave of a dead man, 
or being in the tent or house where a dead 
body lay, v. 11, 14—16. ‘This I look upon to 
have been one of the greatest burdens of the 
ceremonial law, and one of the most unac- 
countable. He that touched the carcase of 
an unclean beast, or any living man under 
the greatest ceremonial uncleanness, was 
made unclean by it only til} the evening, and 
needed only common water to purify himself 
with; but he that came near the dead body 
of man, woman, or child, must bear the re- 
proach of his uncleanness seven days, must 
twice be purified with the water of separa- 
tion, which he could not obtain without 
trouble and charge, and till he was purified 
must not come near the sanctuary upon pain 
of death. 

1. This was strange, considering, (1.) That 
whenever any died (and we are in deaths oft) 
several persons must unavoidably contract 
this pollution, the body must be stripped, 
washed, wound up, earried out, and buried, 
and this could not be done without many 
hands, and yet all defiled, which signifies 
that in our corrupt and fallen state there is 
none that lives and sins not; we cannot 
avoid being polluted hy the defiling world 
we pass through, and we offend daily, yet 
the impossibility of our being sinless does 
not make sin the less polluting. (2.) That 
taking care of the dead, to see them decently 
buried, is not only necessary, but a very 
good office, and an act of kindness, both to 
the honour of the dead and the comfort of 
the living, and yet uncleanness was con- 
tracted by it, whieh intimates that the polln- 
Ooa sin mix with and cleave to our best 
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services. There is not a just man upon earth 
that doeth good and sinneth not ; we are apt 
some way or other to do amiss even in our 
doing good. (3.) That this pollution was 
contracted by what was done privately in 
their own houses, which intimates (as bishop 
Patrick observes) that God sees what is done 
in secret, and nothing can be concealed from 
the divine Majesty. (4.) This pollution 
might be contracted, and yct a man might 
never know it, as by the touch of a grave 
which appeared not, of which our Saviour 
says, ‘Those that walk over it are not aware of 
it (Luke xi. 44), which intimates the defile- 
ment of the conseience by sius of ignorance, 
and the cause we have to cry out, “Who 
can understand his errors?” and to pray, 
“ Cleanse us from secret faults, faults which 
we ourselves do not see ourselves guilty of.” 

2. But why did the law make a dead 
corpse such a defiling thing? (1.) Because 
death is the wages of sin, entered into the 
world by it, and reigns by the power of it. 
Death to mankind is another thing from 
what it is to other creatures : it is a curse, it 
is the execution of the law, and therefore the 
defilement of death signifies the defilement 
of sin. (2.) Because the law could not con- 
quer death, nor abolish it and alter the pro- 
perty of it, as the gospel does by bringing 
life and immortality to light, and so intro- 
ducing a hetter hope. Since our Redeemer 
was dead and buried, death is no more de- 
stroying to the Israel of God, and therefore 
dead bodies are no more defiling ; but while 
the church was under the law, to show that 
it made not the comers thereunto perfect, the 
pollution contracted by dead bodies could 
not but form in their minds melancholy and 
uncomfortable notions concerning death, 
while believers now through Christ can 
triumph over it. O grave! where is thy vic- 
tory? Where is thy pollution? 

II. How the ashes were to be used and 
applied in these eases. 1. A small quantity 
of the ashes must be put into a cup of spring 
water, and mixed with the water, which 
thereby was made, as it is here called, a water 
of separation, because it was to be sprinkled 
on those who were separated or removed 
from the sanctuary by their uncleanness, 
As the ashes of the heifer signified the merit 
of Christ, so the running water signified the 
power and grace of the blessed Spirit, who is 
compared to rivers of living water; and it is 
by his operation that the righteousness of 
Christ is applied to us for onr cleansing. 
Hence we are said to be washed, that is, 
sanctified and justified, not only in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, but by the Spirit of our 
God, 1 Cor. vi. 11; 1 Pet. i. 2. Those that 
promise themselves benefit by the righteous- 
ness of Christ, while they submit not to the 
grace and influence of the Spirit, do but de- 
ceive themselves, for we cannot put asunder 
what God has joined, nor be purified by the 
ashes otherwise than in the running water. 
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2. This water must be applied by a bunch 
of hyssop dipped in it, with which the person 
or thing to be cleansed must be sprinkled 
(v. 18), in allusion to which David prays, 
Purge me with hyssop. Faith is the bunch 
of hyssop wherewith the conscience is 
sprinkled and the heart purified. Many 
might be sprinkled at once, and the water 
with which the ashes were mingled might 
serve for many sprinklings, till it was all 
spent ; and a very little lighting upon a man 
served to purify him, if done with that in- 
tention. In allusion to this application of 
the water of separation by sprinkling, the 
blood of Christ is said to be the blood of 
sprinkling (Heb. xii. 24), and with it we are 
said to be sprinkled from an evil conscience 
(Heb. x. 22), that is, we are freed from the 
uneasiness that arises from a sense of our 
guilt. And it is foretold that Christ, by his 
baptism, shall sprinkle many natious, Isa. lii. 
15. 3. The unclean person must be sprinkled 
with this water on the third day after his pol- 
lution, and ou the seventh day, v. 12—19. 
The days were reckoned (we may supppose) 
from the last time of his touching or coming 
near the dead body ; for he would not begin 
the days of his cleansing while he was still 
under a necessity of repeating the pollution ; 
but when the dead body was buried, so that 
there was no further occasion of meddling 
with it, then he began to reckon his days. 
Then, and then only, we may with comfort 
apply Christ’s merit to our souls, when we 
have forsaken sin, and cease all fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of death and dark- 
ness. The repetition of the sprinkling teaches 
us often to renew theactings ofrepentanceand 
faith, wash as Naaman, seven times ; we need 
to do that often which is so necessary to be 
well done. 4. Though the pollution con- 
tracted was only ceremonial, yet the neglect 
of the purification prescribed would turn into 
moral guilt: He that shall be unclean, and 
shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut 
off, v. 20. Note, It is a dangerous thing to 
contemn divine institutions, though they 
may seem minute. A slight wound, if neg- 
lected, may prove fatal; a sin we call little, 
if not repented of, will be our ruin, when 
great sinners that repent shall find mercy. 
Our uncleanness separates us from God, but 
it is our being unclean and not purifying our- 
selves that will separate us for ever from 
him: it is not the wound that is fatal, so 
much as the contempt of the remedy. 5. Even 
he that sprinkled the water of separation, or 
touched it, or touched the unclean person, 
must be unclean till the evening, that is, must 
not come near the sanctuary on that day, v. 
21, 22. Thus God would show them the 
imperfection of those services, and their in- 
sufficiency to purify the conscience, that they 
might look for the Messiah, who in the ful- 
ness of time should by the eternal Spirit 
offer himself without spot unto God, and so 
purge our consciences from dead works (that 
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is, from sin, which defiles like a dead body, 

and is therefore called a body of death), that 

we may have liberty of access to the sanc- 
tuary, to serve the living God with living 
sacrifices. 

CHAP. XX. 

At this chapter begins the history of the fortieth year (which was 
the last year) of the Israelites’ wandering in the wilderness. Aud 
since the beginning of their second year, when they were sen 
tenced to perform their quarantine in the desert, there to wear 
away the tedious revolution of forty years, there is little recordec 
concerning them till this last year, which brooght them to the 
borders of Canaan, and the history of this year is almost as large 
as the history of the first year. This chapter gives an account 
of, I, The death of Miriam, ver. 1. If. The fetching of water 
out of the rock, in which observe, 1. The distress Israel was in, 
for want of water, ver. 2. 2. Their discontent and murmuring 
in that distress, ver. 3—5. 3. God's pity and power engaged for 
their supply with water out of the rock, ver. 6—9. 4. The 
infirmity vf Moses and Aaron upon this occasion, ver. 10, 11. 
5. God's displeasure against them, ver. 12,13. U1. The negocia- 
tion with the Edomites. Israel’s request (ver. 14—17), and the 
repulse the Edomites gave them, ver. 18—21. IV. The death of 
Aaron the high priest upon Mount Hor, the instalment of Elea- 
zar in his roum, and the people’s mourning for him, ver. 22, &c. 


HEN came the children of Israel, 

even the whole congregation, into 
the desert of Zin in the first month : 
and the people abode in Kadesh ; and 
Miriam died there, and was buried 
there. 2 And there was no water for 
the congregation : and they gathered 
themselves together against Moses 
and against Aaron. 3 And the people 
chode with Moses, and spake, saying, 
Would God that we had died when our 
brethren died before the Lorp! 4 
And why have ye brought up the con- 
gregation of the Lorp into this wil- 
derness, that we and our cattle should 
die there? 5 And wherefore have ye 
made us to come up out of Egypt, to 
bring us in unto this evil place? it is 
no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, 
or of pomegranates ; neither ¿s there 
any water to drink. 6 And Moses 
and Aaron went from the presence of 
the assembly unto the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and they 
fell upon their faces: and the glory of 
the Lorp appeared unto them. 7 
And the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 8 Take the rod, and gather 
thou the assembly together, thou, and 
Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto 
the rock before their eyes; and it 
shall give forth his water, and thou 
shalt bring forth to them water out of 
the rock: so thou shalt give the con- 
gregation and their beasts drink. 9 
And Moses took the rod from before 
the Lorp, as he commanded him. 10 
And Moses and Aaron gathered the 


congregation together before the rock, 
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and he said unto them, Hear now, ye 
rebels; must we fetch you water cut 


of this rock? 11 And Moses lifted 
up his hand, and with his rod he 


smote the rock twice: and the water 


| came out abundantly, and the congre- 
gation drank, and their beasts also. 
12 And the Lorp spake unto Moses 
and Aaron, Because ye believed me 
not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel, therefore ye shall 
not bring this congregation into the 
land which I have given them. 13 
This ¿s the water of Meribah ; because 
the children of Israel strove with the 
Lorp, and he was sanctified in them. 


After thirty-eight years’ tedious marches, 
or rather tedious rests, in the wilderness, 
backward towards the Red Sea, the armies 
of Israel now at length set their faces to- 
wards Canaan again, and had come not far 
off from the place where they were when, by 
the righteous sentence of divine Justice, 
they were made to begin their wanderings. 
Hitkerto they had been led about as in a 

| maze or labyrinth, while execution was doing 
| upon the rebels that were sentenced; but 
they were now brought into the right way 
again: they abode in Kadesh (v. 1), not Ka- 
|  desh-barnea, which was near the borders of 
Canaan, but another Kadesh on the confines 
| of Edom, further off from tlie land of pro- 
' mise, yet in the way to it from the Red Sea, 
to which they had been hurried back. Now, 
| I. Here dies Miriam, the sister of Moses and 
Aaron, and as it should seem older than either 
| of them. She must have been so if she was 
that sister that was set to watch Moses when 
he was put into the ark of bulrushes, Exod. 
ii. 4. Miriam died there,v.1. She was a 
prophetess, and had been an instrument of 
much good to Israel, Mic. vi. 4. When 
Moses and Aaron with their rod went before 
| them, to work wonders for them, Miriam 
| with her timbrel went before them in praising 
| God for these wondrous works (Exod. xv. 
20), and therein did them real service; yet 
| she had once been a murmurer (ch. xii. 1), 
| and must not enter Canaan. 

II. Here there is another Meribah. One 

| place we met with before of that name, in the 
beginning of their march through the wil- 
derness, which was so called because of the 
chiding of the children of Israel, Exod. xvii. 7. 
And now we have another place, at the latter 
end of their march, which bears the same 
name for the same reason: This is the water 

of Meribah, v. 13. 

here re-acted. 

1. There was no water for the congregation, 


What was there done was 


v. 2. The water out of the rock of Rephidim 


had followed them while there was need of 


it; butit is probable that for some time they 
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had been in a country where they were sup. 
plied in an ordinary way, and when commor 
providence supplied them it was fit that the 
miracle should cease. But in this place it 
fell out that there was no water, or not suffi- 
cient for the congregation. Note, We live 
in a wanting world, and, wherever we are, 
must expect to meet with some inconve- 
nience or other. It is a great mercy to have 
plenty of water, a mercy which if we found 
the want of we should own the worth of. 

2. Hereupon they murmured, mutinied 
(w. 2), gathered themselves together, and took 
up arms against Moses and Aaron. ‘They 
chid with them (w. 3), spoke the same absurd 
and brutish language that their fathers had 
done before them. (1.) They wished they 
had died as malefactors by the hands of di- 
vine justice, rather than thus seem for a while 
neglected by the divine mercy: Would God 
that we had died when our brethren died before 
the Lord? Instead of giving God thanks, as 
they ought to have done, for sparing them, 
they not only despise the mercy of their re- 
prieve, but quarrel with it, as if God had 
done them a great deal of wrong in giving 
them their lives for a prey, and snatching 
them as brands out of the burning. But 
they need not wish that they had died with 
their brethren, they are here taking the ready 
way to die like their brethren in a little while. 
Woe unto those that desire the day of the 
Lord, Amos v.18. (2.) They were angry that 
they were brought out of Egypt, and led 
through this wilderness, v. 4,5. They quarrelled 
with Moses for that which they knew was 
the Lord’s Going; they represented that as an 
injury which was the greatest favour that ever 
was done to any people. They prefer slavery 
before liberty, the house of bondage before 
the land of promise; and though, the present 
want was of water only, yet, now that they 
are disposed to find fault, it shall be looked 
upon as an insufferable hardship put upon 
them that they have not vines and figs. It 
was an aggravation of their crime, [1.] That 
they had smarted so long for the discontents 
and distrusts of their fathers. They had 
borne their whoredoms now almost forty years 
in the wilderness (ch. xiv. 33); and yet they 
ventured in the same steps, and, as is charged 
upon Belshazzar, humbled not their hearts, 
though they knew all this, Dan. v. 22. [2.] 
That they had had such long and constant 
experience of God’s goodness to them, and 
of the tenderness and faithfulness of Moses 
and Aaron. [3.] That Miriam was now 
lately dead; and, having lost one of ther 
leaders, they ought to have been more re- 
spectful to those that were left; but, as if 
they were resolved to provoke God to leave 
them as sheep without any shepherd, they 
grow outrageous against them: instead of 
condoling with Moses and Aaron for the 
death of their sister, they add afiliction to 
their grief. 

3. Moses and Aaron made them no reply, 
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but retired to the door of the tabernacle to 
know God’s mind in this case, v. 6. There 
they fell on their faces, as formerly on the 
like occasion, to deprecate the wrath of God 
and to entreat direction from him. Here is 
no mention of any thing they said; they 
knew that God heard the murmurings of the 
people, and before him they humbly prostrate 
themselves, making intercessions with groan- 
ings that cannot be uttered. ‘There they lay 
waiting for orders. Speak, Lord, for thy ser- 
vants hear. 

4, God appeared, to determine the matter; 
not on his tribunal of justice, to sentence the 
rebels according to their deserts; no, he will 
not return to destroy Ephraim (Hosea xi. 9), 
will not always chide ; see Gen. vill. 21. But 
he appeared, (1.) On his throne of glory, to 
silence their unjust murmuring (v. 6): The 
glory of the Lord appeared, to still the tumult 
of the people, by striking an awe upon them. 
Note, A believing sight of the glory of the 
Lord would be an effectual check to our lusts 
and passions, and would keep our mouths 
as with a bridle. (2.) On his throne of 
grace, to satisfy their just desires. It was 
requisite that they should have water, and 
therefore, though the manner of their peti- 
tioning for it was irregular and disorderly, 
yet God did not take that advantage against 
them to deny it to them, but gave immediate 
orders for their supply, v. 8. Moses must a 
second time in God’s name command water 
out of a rock for them, to show that God is 
as able as ever to supply his people with 
good things, even in their greatest straits and 
in the utmost failure of second causes. Al- 
mighty power can bring water out of a rock, 
has done it, and can again, for his arm is not 
shertened. Lest it should be thought that 
there was something peculiar in the former 
rock itself, some secret spring which nature 
hid before in it, God here bids him broach 
another, and does not, as then, direct him 
which he must apply to, but lets him make 
use of which he pleased, or the first he came 
to; all alike to Omnipotence. [1.] God bids 
him take the rod, that famous rod with 
which he summoned the plagues of Egypt, 
and divided the sea, that, having that in his 
hand, both he and the people might be re- 
minded of the great things God had for- 
merly done for them, and might be en- 
couraged to trust in him now. ‘This rod, 
it seems, was kept in the tabernacle (w. 9), 
for it was the rod of God, the rod of his 
strength, as the gospel is called (Ps. cx. 2), 
perhaps in allusion toit. [2.] God bids him 
gather the assembly, not the elders only, but 
the people, to be witnesses of what was 
done, that by their own eyes they might be 
convinced and made ashamed of their unbe- 
lief. ‘There is no fallacy in God’s works of 
wonder, and therefore they shun not the 
ight, nor the inspection and enquiry of many 
witnesses. [3.] He bids him speak to the 
rock, which would do as it was bidden, to 
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shame the people who had been so often 
spoken to, and would not hear nor obey. 
Their hearts were harder than this rock, not 
so tender, not so yielding, not so obedient. 
[4.] He promises that the rock should give 
forth water (v. 8), and it did so w. 11): The 
water came out abundantly. This is an in- 
stance, not only of the power of God, that he 
could thus fetch honey out of the rock, and 
oil out of the flinty rock, but of his mercy and 
grace, that he would do it for such a pro- 
voking people. ‘This was a new generation 
(most of the old stock were by this time 
worn off), yet they were as bad as those that 
went before them; murmuring ran in the 
blood, yet the entail of the divine favour was 
not cut off, but in this instance of it the di- 
vine patience shines as btightly as the divine 
power. Heis God and not man, in sparing and 
pardoning; nay, he not only here gave them 
the drink which they drank of in common 
with their beasts (v. 8, 11), but in it he made 
them to drink spiritual drink, which typified 
spiritual blessings, for that rock was Christ. 

5. Mosesand Aaron acted improperly in the 
management of this matter, so much so that 
God in displeasure told them immediately 
that they should not have the honour of 
bringing Israel into Canaan, v. 10—12. 

(1.) This is a strange passage of story, yet 
very instructive. [1.] It is certain that God 
was greatly offended, and justly, for he is never 
angry without cause. Though they were his 
servants, and had obtained mercy to be faith- 
ful, though they were his favourites, and 
such as he had highly honoured, yet for 
something they thought, or said, or did, 
upon this occasion, he put them under the 
disgrace and mortification of dying, as other 
unbelieving Israelites did, short of Canaan. 
And no doubt the crime deserved the punish- 
ment. [2.] Yet it is uncertain what it was 
in this management that was so provoking 
to God. The fault was complicated. First, 
They did not punctually observe their orders, 
but in some things varied from their com- 
mission; God bade them speak to the rock, 
and they spoke to the people, and smote the 
rock, which at this time they were not order- 
ed to do, but they thought speaking would 
not do. When, in distrust of the power of 
the word, we have recourse to the secular 
power in matters of pure conscience, we do, 
as Moses here, smite the rock to which we 
should only speak, Secondly, They assumed 
too much of the glory of this work of won- 
der to themselves: Must we fetch water ? as 
if it were done by some power or worthiness 
of theirs. Therefore it is charged upon them 
(v. 12) that they did not sanctify God, that is, 
they did not give him that glory of this 
miracle which was due unto his name. Third- 
ly, Unbelief was the great transgression (v. 
12): You believed me not ; nay, it is called 
rebelling against God’s commandment, ch. 
xxvii. 14. Tae command was to bring water 
out of the lock, but they rebelled against 
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this command, by distrusting it, and doubt- 
ing whether it would take eftect or no. ‘They 
speak doubtfully : Must we fetch water ? 
And probably they did in some other ways 
discover an uncertainty in their own minds 
whether water would come or no for such a 
rebellious generation as this was. And per- 
haps they the rather questioned it, though 
God had promised it, because the glory of the 
Lord did not appear before them upon this 
rock, as it had done upon the rock in Re- 
phidim, Exod. xvii. 6. They would not take 
God’s word without a sign. Dr. Lightfoot’s 
notion of their unbelicf is that they doubted 
whether now at last, when the forty years 
had expired, they should enter Canaan, and 
whether they must not for the murmurings 
of the people be condemned to another period 
of toil, because a new rock was now opened 
for their supply, which they took for an in- 
dication of their longer stay. And, if so, 
justly were they kept out of Canaan them- 
selves, while the people entered at the time 
appointed. Fourthly, They said and did all 
in heat and passion; this is the account 
given of the sin (Ps. evi. 33): They provoked 
his spirit, so that he spoke unadvisedly with 
his lips. It was in his passion that he called 
them rebels. It is true they were so; God 
had called them so; and Moses afterwards, 
in the way of a just reproof (Deut. ix. 24), 
calls them so without offence; but now it 
came from a provoked spirit, and was spoken 
unadvisedly : it was too much like Raca, and 
Thou fool. His smiting the rock twice (it 
should seem, not waiting at all for the eruption 
of the water upon the first stroke) shows that 
he was in a heat. The same thing said and 
done with meekness may be justifiable which 
when said and done in anger may be highly 
culpable; see Jam. i. 20. Fifthly, That 
which aggravated all the rest, and made it the 
more provoking, was that it was public, before 
the eyes of the children of Israel, to whom 
they should have been examples of faith, and 
hope, and meekness. We find Moses guilty 
of sinful distrust, ch. xi. 22, 23. ‘That was 
private between God and him, and therefore 
was only checked. But this was public; it 
dishonoured God before Israel, as if he 
grudged them his favours, and discouraged the 
people’s hope in God, and therefore this was 
severely punished, and the more because of the 
dignity and eminency of those that offended. 

(2.) From the whole we may learn, [1.] 
That the best of men have their failings, even 
in those graces that they are most eminent 
for. ‘The man Moses was very meek, and 
yet here he sinned in passion; wherefore Jet 
him that thinks he stands take heed lest he 
fall. (2.] That God judges not as man 
judges concerning sins; we might think that 
there was not much amiss in what Moses 
said and did, yet God saw cause to animad- 
vert severely upon it. He knows the frame 
of men’s spirits, what temper they are of, and 
what temper they are in upon particular 
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oceasions, and from what thoughts and in. 
tents words and actions do proceed; and we 
are sure that therefore his judgment is accord- 
ing to truth, when it agrees not with ours. 
[3.] That God not only takes notice of, and 
is displeased with, the sins of his people, but 
that the nearer any are to him the more 
offensive are their sins, Amos ii. 2. It 
should seem, the Psalmist refers to this sin 
of Moses and Aaron (Ps. xcix. 8): Thou 
wast a God that forgavest them, though thou 
tookest vengeance on their inveutions. As 
many are spared in this life and punished in 
the other, so many are punished in this life 
and saved in the other. [4.] That, when 
our heart is hot within us, we are concerned to 
take heed that we offend not with our tongue. 
Yet, [5.] It is an evidence of the sincerity uf 
Moses, and his impartiality in writing, that 
he himself left this upon record concerning 
himself, and drew not a veil over his own in- 
firmity, by which it appeared that in what he 
wrote, as well as what he did, he sought 
God’s glory more than his own. 

Lastly, ‘The place is hereupon called Me- 
ribah, v. 13. It is called Meribah-Kadesh 
(Deut. xxxii. 51), to distinguish it from the 
other Meribah. It is the water of strife ; to 
perpetuate the remembrance of the people’s 
sin, and Moses’s, and yet of God’s mercy, 
who supplied them with water, and owned 
and honoured Moses notwithstanding. Thus 
he was sanctified in them, as the Holy One of 
Israel, so he is called when his mercy rejoices 
against judgment, Hos. xi. 9. Moses and 
Aaron did not sanctify God as they ought in 
the eyes of Israel (v. 12), but God was sanc- 
tified in them; for he will not be a loser in 
his honour by any man. If he be not glori- 
fied by us, he will be glorified upon us. 

14 And Moses sent messengers 
from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, 
Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou 
knowest all the travel that hath be- 
fallen us: 15 How our fathers went 
down into Egypt, and we have dwelt 
in Egypt along time; and the Egyp- 
tians vexed us, and our fathers: 16 
And when we cried unto the Lorp, 
he heard our voice, and sent an angel, 
and hath brought us forth out of 
Egypt: and, behold, we are in Ka- 
desh, a city in the uttermost of thy 
border: 17 Let us pass, I pray thee, 
through thy country: we will not pass 
through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of 
the water of the welis: we will go by 
the king’s high way, we will not turn 
to the right hand nor to the left, until 
we have passed thy borders. 18 And 
Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not 
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pass by me, lest [ come out against 
thee with the sword. 19 And the 
children of Israel said unto him, We 
will go by the high way: and if I and 
my cattle drink of thy water, then I 
will pay for it: I will only, without 
doing any thing else, go through on 
my feet. 20 And he said, Thou shalt 
not go through. And Edom came 
out against him with much people, 
and with a strong hand. 21 Thus 
Edom refused to give Israel passage 
through his border: wherefore Israel 


turned away from him. 

We have here the application made by 
Israel to the Edomites. The nearest way to 
Canaan from the place where Israel now lay 
encamped was through the country of Edom. 
Now, 

I. Moses sends ambassadors to treat with 
the king of Edom for leave to pass through 
luis country, and gives them instructions what 
to say, v. 14—17. 1. They are to claim 
kindred with the Edomites: Thus saith thy 
brother Israel. Both nations descended from 
Abraham and Isaac, their common ancestors ; 
Esau and Jacob, the two fathers of their 
respective nations, were twin-brothers ; and 
therefore, for relation-sake, they might rea- 
sonably expect this kindness from them ; nor 
needed the Edomites to fear that their brother 
Israel had any ill design upon them, or would 
take any advantages against them. 2. They 
are to give a short account of the history and 
present state of Israel, which, they take it for 
granted, the Edomites were no strangers to. 
And in this there was a double plea :—(1.) 
Israel had been abused by the Egyptians, and 
therefore ought to be pitied and succoured by 
their relations: “ The Egyptians vexed us and 
our fathers, but we may hope our brethren 
the Edomites will not be so vexatious.” (2.) 
Israel had been wonderfully saved by the 
Lord, and therefore ought to be countenanced 
and favoured (v. 16): “ We cried unto the 
Lord, and he sent an angel, the angel of his 
presence, the angel of the covenant, the eter- 
nal Word, who has brought us forth out of 
Egypt, and led us hither.” It was therefore 
the interest of the Edomites to ingratiate 
themselves with a people that had so great an 
interest in heaven and were,so much its 
favourites, and it was at their peril if they 
offered them any injury. It is our wisdom 
and duty to be kind to those whom God is 
pleased to own, and to take his people for our 
people. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord. 
3. They are humbly to beg a passport through 
their country. Though God himself, in the 
pillar of cloud and fire, was Israel’s guide, in 
following which they might have justified 
their passing through any man’s ground 
against all the world, yet God would have 
this respect paid to the Edomites, to show 
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that no man’s property ought to be invaded 
under colour of religion. Dominion is found- 
ed in providence, not in grace. Thus when 
Christ was to pass through a village of the 
Samaritans, to whom his coming was likely 
to be offensive, he sent messengers before his 
face to ask leave, Luke ix. 52. Those that 
would receive kindness must not disdain to 
request it. 4. They are to give security for 
the good behaviour of the Israelites in this 
march, that they would keep in the king’s 
high road, that they would commit no tres- 
pass upon any man’s property, either in 
ground or water, that they would not so 
much as make use of a well without paying 
for it, and that they would make all con- 
venient speed, as fast as they could well go 
on their feet, v. 17,19. Nothing could be 
offered more fair and neighbourly. 

II. The ambassadors returned with a de- 
nial, v. 18. Edom, that is, the king of Edom, 
as protector of his country, said, Thou shalt 
not pass by me ; and, when the ambassadors 
urged it further, he repeated the denial (v. 
20) and threatened, if they offered to enter 
his country, it should be at their peril; he 
raised his trained bands to oppose them. 
Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage. 
This was owing, 1. To their jealousy of the 
Israelites ; they feared they should receive 
damage by them, and would not trust their 
promises. And truly, had this numerous 
army been under any other discipline and 
command than that of the righteous God 
himself, who would no more suffer them to 
do wrong than to take wrong, there might 
have been cause for this jealousy ; but what 
could they fear from a nation that had sta- 
tutes and judgments so righteous? 2. It was 
owing to the old enmity which Esau bore to 
Israel. If they had no reason to fear damage 
by them, yet they were not willing to show 
so much kindness to them. Esau hated 
Jacob because of the blessing, and now the 
hatred revived, when the blessing was ready 
to be inherited. God would hereby discover 
the ill-nature of the Edomites to their shame, 
and try the good-nature of the Israelites to 
their honour: they turned away from him, 
and did not take this occasion to quarrel with 
him, Note, We must not think it strange if 
the most reasonable requests be denied by 
unreasonable men, and if those be affronted 
by men whom God favours. J as a deaf man 
heard not. After this indignity which the 
Edomites offered to Israel God gave them a 
particular caution not to abhor an Edomite 
(Deut. xxiii. 7), though the Edoinites had 
shown such an abhorrence of them, to teach 
us in such cases not to meditate revenge. 


22 And the children of Israel, even 
the whole congregation, journeyed 
from Kadesh, and came unto mount 
Hor. 23 And the Lorp spake unto 
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the coast of the land of Edom, saying, 
24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his 
people: for he shall not enter into 
the land which I have given unto the 
children of Israel, because ye rebelled 
against my word at the waters of Me- 
ribah. 25 Take Aaron and Eleazar 
his son, and bring them upunto mount 
Hor: 26 And strip Aaron of his gar- 
ments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto 
his people, and shall die there. 27 
And Moses did as the Lorp com- 
manded: and they went up into mount 
Hor in the sight of all the congrega- 
tion. 28 And Moses stripped Aaron 
of his garments, and put them upon 
Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there 
in the top of the mount: and Moses 
and Eleazar came down from the 
mount. 29 And when all the con- 
gregation saw that Aaron was dead, 
they mourned for Aaron thirty days, 
even all the house of Israel. 


The chapter began with the funeral of 
Miriam, and it ends with the funeral of her 
brother Aaron. When death comes into a 
family, it often strikes double. Israel had 
not improved the former affliction. they were 
under, by the death of the prophetess, and 
therefore, soon after, God took away their 
priest, to try if they would lay that to heart. 
‘This happened at the very next stage, when 
they removed to Mount Hor, fetching a com- 
pass round the Edomites’ country, leaving it 
on their left hand. Wherever we go, death 
attends us, and the graves are ready for us. 

I. God bids Aaron die, v. 24. God takes 
Moses and Aaron aside, and tells them, Aaron 
shall be gathered to his people. ‘These two 
dear brothers are told that they must part. 
Aaron the elder must die first, but Moses is 
not likely to be long after him ; so that it is 
but for a while, a little while, that they are 
parted. 1. There is something of displea- 
sure in these orders. Aaron must not enter 
Canaan, because he had failed in his duty at 
the waters of strife. The mention of this, no 
doubt, went to the heart of Moses, who knew 
himself, perhaps, at that time, to be the 
guiltier of the two. 2. There is much of 
mercy in them. Aaron, though he dies for 
his transgression, is not put to death as a 
miulefactor, by a plague, or fire from heaven, 
but dies with ease and in honour. He is 
not cut off from his people, as the expression 
usually is concerning those that die by the 
hand of divine justice, but he is gathered to 
his people, as one that died in the arms of 
divine grace. 3. There is much of type and 
significancy in them, Aaron must not enter 
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Canaan, to show that the Levitical priesthood 
could make nothing perfect: that must be 
done by the bringing in of a better hope. 
Those priests could not continue by reason 
of sin and death, but the priesthood of Christ, 
being undefiled, is unchangeable, and to this, 
which abides for ever, Aaron must resign all 
his honour, Heb. vii. 23—25. 

II. Aaron submits, and dies in the method 
and manner appointed, and, for aught that 
appears, with as much cheerfulness as if he 
had been going to bed. 

1 He puts on his holy garments to take 
his leave of them, and goes up with his bro- 
ther and son to the top of Mount Hor, and 
probably some of the elders of Israel with 
hin, v. 27. They went up in the sight of ull 
the congregation, who, it is likely, were told 
on what errand they went up; by this solemn 
procession Aaron lets Israel know that he is 
neither afraid nor ashamed to die, but, when 
the bridegroom comes, can trim his lamp and 
go forth to meet him. His going up the hill 
to die signified that the death of saints (and 
Aaron is called the saint of the Lord) is their 
ascension; they rather go up than go down 
to death. 

2. Moses, whose hands had first clothed 
Aaron with his priestly garments, now strips 
him of them; for, in reverence to the priest- 
hood, it was not fit that he should die in 
them. Note, Death will strip us; naked we 
came into the world, and naked we must 
go out. We shall see little reason to be 
proud of our clothes, our ornaments, or marks 
of honour, if we consider how soon death 
will strip us of our glory, divest us of all our 
offices and honours, and take the crown oft 
from our head. 

3. Moses immediately puts the priestly 
garments upon Eleazar his son, clothes him 
with his father’s robe, and strengthens him 
with his girdle, Isa. xxii. 21. Now, (1.) This 
was a great comfort to Moses, by whose hand 
the law of the priesthood was given. to see 
that it should be kept up in a succession, and 
that a lamp was ordained for the anointed, 
which should not be extinguished by death 
itself. ‘This was a happy earnest and indi- 
cation to the church of the care God would 
take that as one generation of ministers and 
Christians (spiritual priests) passes away an- 
other generation should come up instead of 
it. (2.) It was a great satisfaction to Aaron 
to see his son, who was dear to him, thus 
preferred, and his office, which was dearer, 
thus preserved and secured, and especially 
to see in this a figure of Christ’s everlasting 
priesthood, in which alone his would be per- 
petuated. Now, Lord, might Aaron say, let 
thy servant depart in peace, for my eyes have 
seen thy salvation. (3.) It was a great kind- 
ness to the people. The installing of Eleazar 
before Aaron was dead would prevent those 
who bore ill-will to Aaron’s family from at- 
tempting to set up another upon his death, 
in competition with his son. What could 
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they do when the matter was already settled? 
It would likewise encourage those among 
them that feared God, and be a token for 
good to them, that he would not leave them, 
nor suffer his faithfulness to fail. 

4. Aaron died there. Quickly after he was 
stripped of his priestly garments, he laid 
himself down and died contentedly; for a 
good man would desire, if it were the will of 
God, not to outlive his usefulness. Why 
should we covet to continue any longer in 
this world than while we may do God and our 
generation some service in it? 

5. Moses and Eleazar, with those that at- 
tended them, buried Aaron where he died, as 
appears by Deut. x. 6, and then came down 
from the mount. And now, when they came 
down, and had left Aaron behind, it might be 
proper for them to think that he had rather 
gone up to the better world and had left 
them behind. 

6. All the congregation mourned for Aaron 
thirty days, v.29. ‘Though the loss was well 
made up in Eleazar, who, being in the prime 
of life, was fitter for public service than Aaron 
would have been if he had lived, yet it wasa 
debt owing to their deceased high priest to 
mourn for him. While he lived, they were 
murmuring at him upon all occasions, but 
now that he was dead they mourned for him, 
Thus many are taught to lament the loss of 
those mercies which they would not learn to 
be thankful for the enjoyment of. Many 
good men have had more honour done to 
their memories than ever they had to their 
persons, witness those that were persecuted 
while they lived, but when they were dead 
had their sepulchres garnished. 

CHAPS XXI 


The armies of Israel now begin to emerge ont of the wilderness, 
and to come into a land inhabited, to enter upon action, and 
take possession of the frontiers of the land of promise. A glu- 
riuus campaign this chapter gives us the history af, especially in 
the latter part of st. Here is, ]. The defeat of Arad the Canaan- 
ite, ver. 1—3. 1l. The chastisement of the people with fiery 
serpents for their murmurings, and the relief granted them upon 
their submission hy a hrazen serpent, ver. 4—9. Jil. Several 
marches forward, and some occurrences by the way, ver. 10—20. 
IV. The celebrated conquest uf Sihon king of the Amorites (ver. 
21—32), and of Og king of Bashan (ver. 33—35), and possession 
taken of their land, 


ND when king Arad the Canaan- 

ite, which dwelt in the south, 
heard tell that Israel came by the way 
of the spies; then he fought against 
Israel, and took some of them prison- | 
ers. 2 And Israel vowed a vow unto 
the Lorn, and said, If thou wilt indeed 
deliver this people intomy hand, then I 
will utterly destroy their cities. 3 And 
the Lorp hearkened to the voice of 
Israel, and delivered up the Canaan- 
ites ; and they utterly destroyed them 
and their cities: and hecalled the name 


of the place Hormah. 

Here 1s, 1. The descent which Arad the 
Canaanite made upon the camp of Israel, 
hearing that they came by the way of the 
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spies ; for, though the spies which Moses had 
sent thirty-eight years before then passed and 
repassed unobserved, yet their coming, and 
their errand, it is likely, were afterwards 
known to the Canaanites, gave them an 
alarm, and induced them to keep an eye upon 
Israel and get intelligence of all their motions. 
Now, when they understood that they were 
facing about towards Canaan, this Arad, think- 
ing it policy tokeep the war at a distance, made 
an onset upon them and fought with them. 
But it proved that he meddled to his own 
hurt; had he sat still, his people might have 
been last destroyed of all the Canaanites, but 
now they were the first. ‘Thus those that are 
overmuch wicked die before their time, Eccl. 
vii. 17. 2. His success at first in this at- 
tempt. His advance-guards picked up some 
straggling Israelites, and took thein prisoners, 
v.1. This, no doubt, puffed him up, and he 
began to think that he should have the honour 
of crushing this formidable body, and saving 
his country from the ruin which it threatened. 
It was likewise a trial to the faith of the Is- 
raelites and a check to them for their dis- 
trusts and discontents. 3. Israel’s humble 
address to God upon this occasion, v. 2. It 
was a temptation to them to murmur as their 
fathers did, and to despair of getting pos- 
session of Canaan; but God, who thus tried 
them by his providence, enabled them by his 
grace to quit themselves wellin the trial, and 
to trust in him for relief against this fierce 
and powerful assailant. They, by their elders, 
in prayer for success, vowed a vow. Note, 
When we are desiring and expecting mercy 
from God we should bind our souls with a 
bond that we will faithfully do our duty to 
him, particularly that we will honour him 
with the mercy we are in the pursuit of. 
Thus Israel here promised to destroy the 
cities of these Canaanites, as devoted to God, 
and not to take the spoil of them to their 
own use. If God would give them victory, 
he should have all the praise, and they would 
not make a gain of it to themselves. When 
we are in this frame we are prepared to re- 
ceive mercy. 4. The victory which the Is- 
raelites obtained over the Canaanites, v. 3. 
A strong party was sent out, probably under 
the command of Joshua, which not only 
drove back these Canaanites, but followed 
thein to their cities, which probably lay on 
the edge of the wilderness, and utterly de- 
stroyed them, and so returned to the camp. 
Vincimur in prelio, sed non in bello— We lose 
a battle, but we finally triumph. What is said 
of the tribe of Gad is truc of all God’s Israel, 
a troop may overcome them, but they shall 
overcome at the last. The place was called 
Hormah, as a memorial of the destruction, 
for the terror of the Canaanites, and probably 
for warning to posterity not to attempt the 
rebuilding of these cities, which were de- 
stroyed as devoted to God and sacrifices to 
divine justice. And it appears from the in- 
stance of Jericho that the law concerning 
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such cities was that they should never be re- 
built. There seems to be an allusion to this 
name in the prophecy of the fall of the New- 
Testament Babylon (Rev. xvi. 16), where its 
forces are said to be gathered together toa place 
called Armageddon—the destruction of a troop. 

+ And they journeyed from mount 
Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to 
compass the land of Edom: and the 
soul of the people was much dis- 
couraged because of the way. 5 And 
the people spake against God, and 
against Moses, Wherefore have ye 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness? for there is no bread, 
neither is there any water; and our 
soul loatheth this light bread. 6 And 
the Lorp sent fiery serpents among 
the people, and they bit the people; 
and much people of Israel died. 7 
Therefore the people came to Moses, 
and said, We have sinned, for we 
have spoken against the Lorp, and 
against thee; pray unto the Lorp, 
that he may take away the serpents 
from us. And Moses prayed for the 
people. 8 And the Lorp said unto 
Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole: and it shail 
come to pass, that every one that is 
bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall 
live. 9 And Moses made a serpent 
of brass, and put it upon a pole, and 
it came to pass, that if a serpent had 
bitten any man, when he beheld the 
serpent of brass, he lived. 

Here is, I. The fatigue of Israel by a long 
march round the land of Edom, because they 
could not obtain passage through it the 
nearest way: The soul of the people was much 
discouraged because of the way, v. 4. Perhaps 
the way was rough and uneven, or foul and 
dirty; or it fretted them to go far about, and 
that they were not permitted to force their pas- 
sage through the Edomites’ country. Those 
that are of a fretful discontented spirit will 
always find something or other to make 
them uneasy. 

II. Their unbelief and murmuring upon 
this eccasion, v. 5. Though they had just 
now obtained a giorious victory over the 
Canaanites, and were going on conqucring 
ana to conquer, yet they speak very dis- 
contentedly of what God had done for them 
and distrustfully of what he would do, vexed 
that they were brought out of Egypt, that 
they had not bread and water as other people 
had by their own care and industry, but by 
miracle, they knew not how. ‘They have 


bread enough aad to spare; and yet they 
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complain there is no bread, because, though 
they eat angels’ food, yet they are weary of 
it; manna itself is loathed, and called light 
bread, fit for children, not for men and 
soldiers. What will those be pleased with 
whom manna will not please? Those that 
are disposed to quarrel will find fault where 
there is no fault to be found. ‘Thus those 
who have long enjoyed the means of grace 
are apt to surfeit even on the heavenly manna, 
and to call it light bread. But let not the 
contempt which some cast upon the word of 
God cause us to value it the less: it is the 
bread of life, substantial bread, and will 
nourish those who by faith feed upon it to 
eternal life, whoever calls it light bread. 

IHI. The righteous judgment which God 
brought upon them for their murmuring, v. 6. 
He sent fiery serpents among them, which bit 
or stung many of them to death. The wil- 
derness through which they had passed was 
all along infested with those fiery serpents, 
as appears, Deut. viii. 15. But hitherto God 
had wonderfully preserved his people from 
receiving hurt by them, till now that they 
murmured, to chastise them for which these 
animals, which hitherto had shunned their 
camp, now invade it. Justly are those made 
to feel God’s judgments that are not thankful 
for his mercies. ‘These serpents are called 
fiery, from their colour, or from their rage, 
or from the effects of their bitings, inflaming 
the body, putting it immediately into a high 
fever, scorching it with an insatiable thirst. 
They nad unjustly complained for want of 
water (v. 5), to chastise them for which God 
sends upon them this thirst, which no water 
would quench. ‘Those that cry without cause 
have justly cause given them to cry out. 
They distrustfully concluded that they must 
die in the wilderness, and God took them at 
their word, chose their delusions, and brought 
their unbelieving fears upon them; many of 
them did die. They had impudently flown 
in the face of God himself, and the poison of 
asps was under their lips, and now these fiery 
serpents (which, it should seem, were flying 
serpents, Isa. xiv. 29) flew in their faces and 
poisoned them. They in their pride had 
lifted themselves up against God and Moses, 
and now God humbled and mortified them, 
by making these despicable animals a plagne 
tothem. That artillery is now turned against 
them which had formerly been made use of 
in their defence against the Egyptians. He 
that brought quails to feast them let them 
know that he could bring serpents to bite 
them; the whole creation is at war with those 
that are in arms against God. 

IV. Their repentance and supplication to 
God under this judgment, v.7. ‘They confess 
their fault: We have sinued. They are par- 
ticular in their confession: We have spoken 
against the Lord, and against thee.. It is to 
be feared that they would not have owned 
the sin if they had not felt the smart; but 
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then they sought him. They beg the prayers 
of Moses for them, as conscious to them- 
selves of their own unworthiness to be heard, 
and convineed of the great interest which 
Moses had in heaven. How soon is their 
tone altered! Those who had just before 
quarrelled with him as their worst enemy 
now make their court to him as their best 
friend, and choose him for their advocate 
with God. Afilictions often change men’s 
sentiments concerning God’s people, and 
teach them to value those prayers which, at 
a former period, they had scorned. Moses, 
to show that he had heartily forgiven them, 
blesses those who had cursed him, and prays 
for those who had despitefully used him. 
Herein he was a type of Christ, who inter- 
ceded for his perseeutors, and a pattern to us 
to go and do likewise, and thus to show that 
we love our enemies. 

V. The wonderful provision whieh God 
made for their relief. He did not employ 
Moses in summoning the judgment, but, that 
he might recommend him to the good affee- 
tion of the people, he made him instrumental 
in their relief, v. 8,9. God ordered Moses 
to make the representation of a fiery serpent, 
which he did,in brass, and set it up on a very 
long pole, so that it might be seen from all 
parts of the eamp, and every one that was 
stung with a fiery serpent was healed by 
looking up to this serpent of brass. The 
people prayed that God would take away the 
serpents from them (v.7), but God saw fit not 
to do this: for he gives effectual relief in the 
best way, though not in our way. Thus 
those who did not die for their murmuring 
were yet made to smart for it, that they might 
the more feelingly repent and humble them- 
selves for it; they were likewise made to 
receive their cure trom God, by the hand of 
Moses, that they might be taught, if possible, 
never again to speak against God and Moses. 
This method of cure was altogether miracu- 
lous, and the more wonderful if what some 
naturalists say be true, that looking upon 
bright and burnished brass is hurtful to 
those that are stung with fiery serpents. 
God ean bring about his purposes by contrary 
means. ‘The Jews themselves say that it was 
not the sight of the brazen serpent that eured 
thei, but, in looking up to it, they looked up 
to God as the Lord that healed them. But 
there was much of gospel in this appointment. 
Our Saviour has told us so (John iii. 14, 15), 
that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness so the Son of man must be lifted up, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not 
verish. Observe then a resemblance, 

1. Between their disease and ours. ‘The 
devil is the old serpent, a fiery serpent, hence 
he appears (Rev. xil. 3) as a great red dragon. 
Sin is the biting of this fiery serpent; it is 
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so do the terrors of the Almighty, when they 
set themselves in array. At the last, sin bites 
like a serpent and stings like anadder ; andeven 
its sweets are turned into the gall of asps. 
2. Between their remedy and ours. (1.) 
It was God himself that devised and pre- 
seribed this antidote against the fiery ser- 
pents; so our salvation by Christ was the 
contrivance of Infinite Wisdom ; God himself 
has found the ransom. (2.) It was a very 
unlikely method of cure ; so our salvation by 
the death of Christ is to the Jews a stumbling- 
block end to the Greeks foolishness. It was 
Moses that lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, so the law is a schoolmaster to bring 
us to Christ, and Moses wrote of him, John 
v. 46. Christ was lifted up hy the rulers of 
the Jews, who were the successors of Moses. 
(3.) That which cured was shaped in the 
likeness of that which wounded. So Christ, 
though perfectly free from sin himself, yet 
was made in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 
viii. 3), so like that it was taken for granted 
that this man was a sinner, John ix. 24. (4.) 
The brazen serpent was lifted up; so was 
Christ. He was lifted up upon the cross 
(John xii. 33, 34), for he was made a spee- 
tacle to the world. He was lifted up by the 
preaching of the gospel. ‘The word here 
used for a pole signifies a banner, or ensign, 
for Christ erucified stands for an ensign of 
the people, Isa. xi. 10. Some make the lift- 
ing up of the serpent to be a figure of Christ’s 
triumphing over Satan, the old serpent, whose 
head he bruised, when in his cross he made an 
open show of the principalities and powers 
which he had spoiled and destroyed, Col. ii. 15. 
3. Between the application of their remedy 
and ours. They looked and lived, and we, 
if we believe, shall not perish ; it is by faith 
that we look unto Jesus, Heb. xii. 2. Look 
unto me, and be you saved, Isa. xlv. 22. 
We must be sensible of our wound and of 
our danger by it, receive the record which 
God has given concerning his Son, and rely 
upon the assurance he has given us that we 
shall be healed and saved by him if we resign 
ourselves to his direetion. ‘The brazen ser- 
pent’s being lifted up would not cure if it 
was not looked upon. If any pored on their 
wound, and would not look up to the brazen 
serpent, they inevitably died. If they slighted 
this method of cure, and had recourse to 
natural medicines, and trusted to them, they 
justly perished; so if sinners either despise 
Christ’s righteousness or despair of benefit 
by it their wound will, without doubt, be 
fatal. But whoever looked up to this healing 
sign, though from the outmost part of the 
camp, though with a weak and weeping eye, 
was certainly healed; so whosoever believes 
in Christ, though as yet but weak in faith, 
shall not perish. ‘There are weak brethren 


painful to the startled conscience, and poi-|for whom Christ died. Perhaps for some time 


sonous to the seared conscience. Satan’s 
temptations are called his fiery darts, Eph. 
vi. 16. Lust and passion inflame the soul, 


after the serpent was set up the camp of 

Israel was molested by the fiery serpents ; 

and it is the probable conjecture of some 
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that they carried this brazen serpent along 
with them through the rest of their journey, 
and set it up wherever they encamped, and, 
when they settled in Canaan, fixed it some- 
where within the borders of the land; for it 
is not likely that the children of Israel went 
so far off as this was into the wilderness to 
burr incense to it, as we find they did, 2 Kings 
xviii. 4. Even those that are delivered from 
the eternal death which is the wages of sin 
must expect to feel the pain and smart of it 
as long as they are here in this world; but, 
if it be not our own fault, we may have the 
brazen serpent to accompany us, to be still 
looked up to upon all occasions, by bearing 
about with us continually the dying of the 


Lord Jesus. 

10 And the children of Israel set 
forward, and pitched in Oboth. 11 
And they journeyed from Oboth, and 
pitched at Ije-abarim,in the wilderness 
which zs before Moab, toward the sun- 
rising. 12 From thence they removed, 
and pitched in the valley of Zared. 
13 From thence they removed, and 
pitched on the other side of Ar- 
uon, which ¿s in the wilderness that 
cometh out of the coasts of the Amo- 
rites: for Arnon is the border of 
Moab, between Moab and the Amo- 
rites. 14 Wherefore it is said in the 
book of the wars of the Lorn, What 
he did in the Red Sea, and in the 
brooks of Arnon. 15 And at the 
stream of the brooks that goeth down 
to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon 
the border of Moab. 16 And from 
thence they went to Beer: that is the 
well whereof the Lorp spake unto 
Moses, Gather the people together, 
and I will give them water. 17 Then 
Israel sang this song, Spring up, O 
well; sing ye unto it: 18 The princes 
digged the well, the nobles of the peo- 
ple digged it, by the direction of the 
lawgiver, with their staves. And from 
the wilderness they went to Mat- 
tanah: 19 And from Mattanah to 
Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Ba- 
moth: 20 And from Bamoth in the 
valley, that ¿s in the country of Moab, 
to the top of Pisgah, which looketh 
toward Jeshimon. 

We have here an account of the several 
stages and removals of the children of Israel, 
till they came into the plains of Moab, out 
of which they at length passed over Jordan 


into Canaan, as we read in the beginning of 
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Joshua. Natural motions are quicker the 
nearer they are to their centre. The Israelites 
were now drawing near to the promised rest, 
and now they set forward, as the expression is, 
v. 10. It were well if we would do thus in 
our way to heaven, rid ground in the latter 
end of our journey, and the nearer we come 
to heaven be so much the more active and 
abundant in the work of the Lord. Two 
things especially are observable in the brief 
account here given of these removals :— 

1. The wonderful success which God blessed 
his people with, near the brooks of Arnon, 
v. 13—15. They had now compassed the 
land of Edom (which they were not to invade, 
nor so muchas to disturb, Deut. ii. 4, 5), and 
had come to the border of Moab. It is well 
that there are more ways than one to Canaan. 
The enemies of God’s people may retard 
their passage, but cannot prevent their en- 
trance into the promised rest. Care is taken 
to let us know that the Israelites in their 
march religiously observed the orders which 
God gave them to nse no hostility against 
the Moabites (Deut. ii. 9), because they were 
the posterity of righteous Lot; therefore 
they pitched on the other side of Arnon 
(w. 13), that side which was now in the pos- 
session of the Amorites, one of the devoted 
nations, though formerly it had belonged to 
Moab, as appears here, v. 26,27. This care 
of theirs not to offer violence to the Moabites 
is pleaded by Jephtha long afterwards, in 
his remonstrance against the Ammonites 
(Judg. xi. 15, &c.), and turned to them for 
a testimony. What their achievements were, 
now that they pitched on the banks of the 
river Arnon, we are not particularly told, but 
are referred to the book of the wars of the Lord, 
perhaps that book which was begun with the 
history of the war with the Amalekites, Exod. 
xvii. 14. Write it (said God) for a memorial 
in a book, to which were added all the other 
battles which Israel fought, in order, and, 
among the rest, their actions on the river 
Arnon, at Vaheb in Suphah (as our margin 
reads it) and other places on that river. Or, 
it shall be said (as some read it) in the re- 
hearsal, or commemoration, of the wars of 
the Lord, what he did in the Red Sea, when 
he brought Israel out of Egypt, and what he 
did in the brooks of Arnon, just before he 
brought them into Canaan. Note, In cele- 
brating the memorials of God’s favours to 
us, it is good to observe the series of them, 
and how divine goodness and mercy have 
constantly followed us, even from the Red 
Sea to the brooks of Arnon. In every stage 
of our lives, nay, in every step, we should 
take notice of what God has wrought for us; 
what he did at such a time, and what in such 
a place, onght to be distinctly remembered. 

2. The wonderful supply which God blessed 
his people with at Beer (v. 16), which signifies 
the well or fountain. It is said (v. 10) they 
pitched in Oboth, which signifies bottles, so 
called perhaps because there they filled their 
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bottles with water, which should last them 
for some time ; but by this time, we may sup- 
pose, it was with them as it was with Hagar 
(Gen. xxi. 15), The water was spent in the 
bottle ; yet we do not find that they mur- 
mured, and therefore God, in compassion to 
them, brought them to a well of water, to 
encourage them to wait on him in humble 
silence and expectation and to believe that 
he would graciously take cognizance of their 
wants, though they did not complain of 
them. In this world, we do at the best but 
pitch in Oboth, where our comforts lie in 
close and scanty vessels; when we come to 
heaven we shall remove to Beer, the well of 
life, the fountain of living waters. Hitherto 
we have found, when they were supplied 
with water, they asked it in unjust discon- 
tent, and God gave it in just displeasure ; but 
here we find, (1.) That God gave it in love 
(w. 16): Gather the people together, to be wit- 
nesses of the wonder, and joint-sharers in the 
favour, and I will give them water. Before 
they prayed, God granted, and anticipated 
them with the blessings of his goodness. 
(2.) That they received it with joy and thank- 
fulness, which made the mercy doubly sweet 
to them, v. 17. Then they sang this song, 
to the glory of God and the encouragement 
of one another, Spring up, O well! ‘Thus 
they pray that it may spring up, for promised 
mercies must be fetched in by prayer; they 
triumph that it does spring up, and meet it 
with their joyful acclamations. With joy 
must we draw water out of the wells of salva- 
tion, Isa xi. 3. As the brazen serpent was 
a figure of Christ, who is lifted up for our 
cure, so is this well a figure of the Spirit, 
who is poured forth for our comfort, and from 
whom flow to us rivers of living waters, 
John vii. 38. Does this well spring up in 
our souls? We should sing to it; take the 
comfort to ourselves, and give the glory to 
God; stir up this gift, sing to it, Spring up, 
O well! thou fountain of gardens, to water 
my soul (Cant. iv. 15), plead the promise, 
which perhaps alludes to this story (Isa. xli. 
17, 18), I will make the wilderness wells of 
water. (3.) That whereas before the remem- 
brance of the miracle was perpetuated in the 
names given to the places, which signified 
the people’s strife and murmuring, now it 
was perpetuated in a song of praise, which 
preserved on record the manner in which 
it was done (v. 18): The princes digged the 
well, the seventy elders, it is probable, by di- 
rection of the lawgiver (that is, Moses, under 
God) with their staves; that is, with their 
staves they made holes in the soft and sandy 
ground, and God caused the water miracu- 
lously to spring up in the holes which they 
made. Thus the pious Israelites long after- 
wards, passing through the valley of Baca, a 
dry and thirsty place, made wells, and God 
by rain from heaven filled the pools, Ps. 
Ixxxiv. 6. Observe, [1.] God promised to 
give them water, but they must open the 
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ground to receive it, and give it yent. God’s 
favours must be expected in the use of such 
means as lie within our power, but still the 
excellency of the power is of God. [2.] The 
nobles of Israel were forward to set their 
hands to this work, and used their staves, 
probably those that were the ensigns of their 
honour and power, for the public service, and 
it is upon record to their honour. And we 
may suppose that it was a great confirmation 
to them in their offices, and a great comfort 
to the people, that they were made use of by 
the divine power as instruments to this mi- 
raculous supply. By this it appeared that 
the spirit of Moses, who must shortly die, 
rested in some measure upon the nobles of 
Israel. Moses did not strike the ground 
himself, as formerly the rock, but gave them 
direction to do it, that their staves might 
share in the honour of his rod, and they 
might comfortably hope that when he should 
leave them yet God would not, but that they 
also in their generation should be public 
blessings, and might expect the divine pre. 
sence with them as long as they acted by the 
direction of the lawgivcr. For comfort must 
be looked for only in the way of duty; and, 
if we would share in divine joys, we must 
carefully follow the divine direction. 

21 And Israel sent messengers unto 
Sihon king of the Amorites, saying, 
22 Let me pass through thy land: we 
will not turn into the fields, or into 
the vineyards; we will not drink of 
the waters of the well: bué we will 
go along by the king’s high way, until 
we be past thy borders. 23 And 
Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass 
through his border: but Sihon gathered 
all his people together, and went out 
against Israel into the wilderness: and 
he came to Jahaz, and fought against 
Israel. 24 And Israel smote him with 
the edge of the sword, and possessed 
his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, 
even unto the children of Ammon: 
for the border of the children of Am- 
mon was strong. 25 And Israel took 
all these cities: and Israel dweit in 
all the cities of the Amorites, in Hesh- 
bon, and in all the villages thereof. 
26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon 
the king of the Amorites, who had 
fought against the former king of 
Moab, and taken all his land out of 
his hand, even unto Arnon. 27 Where- 
fore they that speak in proverbs say, 
Come into Heshbon, let the city of 
Sihon be built and prepared: 28 For 
there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, 
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a flame from the city of Sihon : it hath 
consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords 
of the high places of Arnon. 29 Woe 
to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O 
people of Chemosh: he hath given his 
sons that escaped, and his daughters, 
into captivity unto Sihon king of the 
Amorites. 30 We have shot at them; 
Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, 
and we have laid them waste even 
unto Nophah, which reacheth unto 
Medeba. 31 Thus Israel dwelt in the 
land of the Amorites. 32 And Moses 
sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took 
the villages thereof, and drove out 
the Aimorites that were there. 33 And 
they turned and went up by the way 
of Bashan: and Og the king of Ba- 
shan went out against them, he, and 
all his people, to the battle at Edrei. 
34 And the Lorp said unto Moses, 
Fear him not: for I have delivered 
him into thy hand, and all his people 
and his land; and thou shalt do to 
him as thou didst unto Sihon king of 
the Amorites, which dwelt at Hesh- 
bon. 35 So they smote him, and his 
sons, and all his people, until there 
was none left him alive: and they 
possessed his land. 


We have here an account of the victories 
obtained by Israel over Sihon and Og, which 
must be distinctly considered, not only be- 
cause they are here distinctly related, but 
because long afterwards the memorial of them 
is distinctly celebrated, and they are severally 
assigned as instances of everlasting mercy. 
He slew Sihon king of the Amorites, for his 
mercy endureth for ever, and Og the king of 
Bashan, for his mercy endureth for ever, Ps. 
cxxxvi. 19, 20. 

I. Israel sent a peaceable message to Sikon 
king of the Amorites (v. 21), but received an 
unpeaceable return, worse than that of the 
Edomites to the like message, ch. xx. 18, 20. 
For the Edomites only refused them a passage, 
and stood upon their own defence to keep 
them out ; but Sihon went out with his forces 
against Israel in the wilderness, out of his own 
borders, without any provocation given him 
(v. 23), and so ran himself upon his own ruin. 
Jcphtha intimates that he was prompted by 
his politics to do this (Judg. xi. 20), Sihou 
trusted not Israel to pass through his coast ; 
but his politics deceived him, for Moses says, 
God hardened his spirit and made his heart 
obstinate, that he might deliver him into the 
hand of Israel, Deut. ii. 30. The enemies of 
God’s church are often infatuated in those 
very counsels which they think most wisely 
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taken. Sihon’s army was routed, and not 
only so, but all his country came into the 
possession of Israel, v. 24, 25. ‘This seizure 
is justified, 1. Against the Amorites them- 
selves, for they were the aggressors, and 
provoked the Israelites to battle; and yet, 
perhaps, that would not have been sufficient 
to entitle Israel to their land, but that God 
himself, the King of nations, the Lord of the 
whole earth, had given them a grant of it. 
The Amorites formed one of the devoted 
nations whose land God had promised to 
Abraham and his seed, which promise should 
be performed when the iniquity of the Amo- 
rites should be full, Gen. xv. 16. Jephtha 
insists upon this grant as their title, Judg. 
xi. 23, 24. The victory which God gave them 
over the Amorites put them in possession, 
and then, the promise made to their fathers 
having given them a right, by virtue of that 
they kept possession. 2. Against the Moab- 
ites, who had formerly been the lords-pro- 
prietors of this country. If they should ever 
lay claim to it, and should plead that God 
himself had provided that none of their land 
should be givento Israel for a possession (Deut. 
ii. 9), Moses here furnishes posterity with a 
replication to their plea, and Jephtha makes 
use of it against the Amorites 260 years 
afterwards, when Israel’s title to this country 
was questioned. (1.) The justification itself 
is that though it was true this country had 
belonged to the Moabites, yet the Amorites 
had taken it from them some time before, 
and were now in full and quiet possession of 
it, v. 26. The Israelites did not take it out 
of the hands of the Moabites, they had before 
lost it to the Amorites, and were constrained 
to give up their pretensions to it; and, when 
Israel had taken it from the Amorites, they 
were under no obligation to restore it to the 
Moabites, whose title to it was long since 
extinguished. See here the uncertainty of 
worldly possessions, how often they change 
their owners, and how soon we may be de- 
prived of them, even when we think our- 
selves most sure of them; they make them- 
selves wings. It is our wisdom therefore to 
secure the good part which cannot be taken 
away from us. See also the wisdom of the 
divine Providence and its perfect foresight, 
by which preparation is made long before 
for the accomplishment of all God’s purposes 
in their season. ‘This country being designed 
in due time for Israel, it is beforehand put 
into the hand of the Amorites, who little 
think that they have it but as trustees till 
Israel come of age, and then must surrender 
it. We understand not the vast reaches of 
Providence, but known unto God are all his 
works, as appears in this instance, that he 
set the bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel, Deut. xxxi. 
8. All that land which he intended for his 
chosen people he put into the possession of 
the devoted nations, that were to be driven 
out. (2.) For proof of the allegation, he refers 
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to the authentic records of the country, for 
so their proverbs or songs were, one of which 
he quotes some passages out of (v. 27—30), 
which sufficiently proves what is vouched 
for, namely, [1.1] That such and such places 
that are here named, though they had been 
in the possession of the Moabites, had by 
right of war become the dominion of Sihon 
king of the Amorites. Heshbon had become 
his city, and he obtained such a quiet pos- 
session of it that it was built and prepared 
for him (w. 27), and the country to Dibon 
and Nophah was likewise subdued, and an- 
nexed to the kingdom of the Amorites, v. 30. 
[2.] That the Moabites were utterly disabled 
ever to regain the possession. Even Ar of 
Moab, though not taken or attempted by 
Sihon, but still remaining the metropolis of 
Moab, yet was so wasted by this loss that it 
would never be able to make head, v. 28. 
The Moabites were undone, and even Che- 
mosh their god had given them up, as unable 
to rescue them out of the hands of Sihon, v. 
29. Byall this it appears that the Moabites’ 
claim to this country was barred for ever. 
There may be a further reason for inserting 
this Amorite poem, namely, to show that the 
triumphing of the wicked is short. Those 
that had conquered the Moabites, and in- 
sulted over them, were now themselves con- 
quered and insulted over by the Israel of God. 
It is very probable that the same Sihon, king 
of the Amorites, that had got this country 
from the Moabites, now lost it to the Israel- 
ites; for, though it is said to be taken from 
a former king of Moab ( 26), yet not by a 
former king of the Amorites; and then it 
shows how sometimes justice makes men to 
see the loss of that which they got by vio- 
lence, and were puffed up with the gain of. 
They are exalted but for a little while, Job 
xxiv. 24. 

II. Og king of Bashan, instead of being 
warned by the fate of his neighbours to make 
peace with Israel, is instigated by it to make 
war with them, which proves in like manner 
to be his destruction. Og was also an Amo- 
rite, and therefore perhaps thought himself 
better able to deal with Israel than bis neigh- 
bours were, and more likely to prevail, because 
of his own gigantic strength and stature, which 
Moses takes notice of, Deut. iii. 11, where he 
gives a more full account of this story. Here 
observe, 1. That the Amorite begins the war 
(w. 33): He went out to battle against Israel. 
His country was very rich and pleasant. Ba- 
shan was famous for the best timber (witness 
the oaks of Bashan), and the best breed of 
cattle, witness the bulls and kine of Bashan, 
and the lambs and rams of that country, which 
are celebrated, Deut. xxxii. 14. Wicked men 
do their utmost to secure themselves and 
their possessions against the judgments of 
God, but all in vain, when their day comes, 
on which they must fall. 2. That God in- 
terests himself in the cause, bids Israel not 
to fear this threatening force, and promises 


CHAP. 


XXII. Balak sends for Balaam. 


a complete victory: “I have delivered him 
into thy hand (v. 34); the thing is as good 
as done already, it is all thy own, enter and 
take possession.” Giants are but worms 
before God’s power. 3. That Israel is more 
than a conqueror, not only routs the enemies’ 
army, but gains the enemies’ country, which 
afterwards was part of the inheritance of the 
two tribes and a half that were first seated 
on the other side Jordan. God gave Israel 
these successes, while Moses was yet with 
them, both for his comfort (that he might see 
the beginning of that glorious work, which 
he must not live to see the finishing of) and 
for the encouragement of the people in the 
war of Canaan under Joshua. Though this 
was to them in comparison but as the day of 
sinall things, yet it was an earnest of great 
things. 
CHAP. AXE 


At this chapter begins the famous story of Balak and Balaam, their 
attempt to curse Israel, and the hafiling of that attempt; God's 
people are long afterwards told to remember what Balak the 
king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor 
answered him, that they might know the righteousness of the 
Lord, Mic. vi. 5. In this chapter we have, 1. Balak’s fear of 
Israel, and the plot he had to get them cursed, ver. 1—4. II. 
The embassy he sent to Balaam, a conjurer, to fetch him for 
that purpose, and the disappointment he met with in the first 
embassy, ver. S5—l4. III. Balaam’s coming to him upon his 
second message, ver. 15—21. 1V. The opposition Balaam met 
with by the way, ver. 22—35. V. The interview at length between 
Balak and Balaam, ver. 34, &c. 


ND the children of Israel set for- 
ward, and pitched in the plains 
of Moab on this side Jordan by Je- 
richo. 2 And Balak the son of Zippor 
saw all that Israel had done to the 
Amorites. 3 And Moab was sore 
afraid of the people, because they 
were many : and Moab was distressed 
because of the children of Israel. 4 
And Moab said unto:the elders or 
Midian, Now shall this company lick 
up all that are round about us, as the 
ox licketh up the grass of the field. 
And Balak the son of Zippor was king 
of the Moabites at that time. 5 He 
sent messengers therefore unto Ba- 
laam the son of Beor to Pethor, which 
is by the river of the land of the child- 
ren of his people, to call him, saying, 
Behold, there is a people come out 
from Egypt: behold, they cover the 
face of the earth, and they abide over 
against me: 6 Come now therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people; for 
they are too mighty for me: perad 
venture I shall prevail, that we may 
smite them, and that I may drive 
them out of the land: for I wot that 
he whom thou blessest zs blessed, aud 
he whom thou cursest is cursed. 7 


And the elders of Moab and the elders 
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of Midian departed with the rewards | were many ; and hence infer how easily they 


of divination 1n their hand; and they 
came unto Balaam, and spake unto 
him the words of Balak. 8 And he 
said unto them, Lodge here this night, 
and I will bring you word again, as 
the Lorp shall speak unto me: and 
the princes of Moab abode with Ba- 
laam. 9 And God came unto Balaam, 
and said, What men are these with 
thee? 10 And Balaam said unto God, 
Balak, the son of Zippor, king of 
Moab, hath sent unto me, saying, II 
Behold, there i$ a people come out of 
Egypt, which covereth the face of the 
earth: come now, curse me them; 
peradventure I shall be able to over- 
come them, and drive them out. 12 
And God said unto Balaam, Thou 
shalt not go with them; thou shalt 
not curse the people: for they are 
blessed. 13 And Balaam rose up in 
the morning, and said unto the princes 
of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the Lorp refuseth to give me leave 
to go with you. 14 And the princes 
of Moab rose up, and they went unto 
Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to 
come with us. 


The children of Israel have at length 
finished their wanderings in the wilderness, 
out of which they went up (ch. xxi. 18), and 
are now encamped in the plains of Moab 
near Jordan, where they continued till they 
passed through Jordan under Joshua, after 
the death of Moses. Now we have here, 

I. The fright which the Moabites were in 
upon the approach of Israel, v. 2—4. They 
needed not to fear any harm from them if 
they knew (and it is probable that Moses let 
them know) the orders God had given to 
Israel not to contend with the Moabites, 
nor to use any hostility against them, Deut. 
ii. 9. But, if they had any notice of this, 
they were jealous that it was but a sham, to 
make them secure, that they might be the 
more easily conquered. Notwithstanding 
the old friendship between Abraham and 
Lot, the Moabites resolved to ruin Israel if 
they could, and therefore they will take it 
for granted, without any ground for the sus- 
picion, that Israel resolves to ruin them. 
‘Thus it is common for those that design 
mischief to pretend that mischief is designed 
against them; and their groundless jealousies 
must be the colour of their causeless malice. 
They hear of their triumphs over the Amo- 
rites (v. 2), and think that their own house is 
in danger when their neighbour’s is on fire. 
They observe their multitudes (v. 3): They 
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would conquer their country, and all about 
them, if some speedy and effectual course 
were not taken to stop the progress of their 
victorious arms: ‘‘'They shall dick up or de- 
vour us, and all that are round about us, as 
speedily and irresistibly as the ox eats up the 
grass” (v.4), owning themselves to be an un- 
equal match for so formidable an enemy. 
Therefore they were sorely afraid and dis- 
tressed themselves; thus were the wicked in 
great fear where no fear was, Ps. liii. 5. These 
fears they communicated to their neighbours, 
the elders of Midian, that some measures 
might be concerted between them for their 
common safety; for, if the kingdom of 
Moab fall, the republic of Midian cannot 
stand long. The Moabites, if they had 
pleased, might have made a good use of the 
advances of Israel, and their successes against 
the Amorites. They had reason to rejoice, 
and give God and Israel thanks for freeing 
them from the threatening power of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, who had taken from 
them part of their country, and was likely 
to overrun the rest. ‘They had reason 
likewise to court Israel’s friendship, and 
to come in to their assistance; but having 
forsaken the religion of their father Lot, 
and being sunk into idolatry, they hated 
the people of the God of Abraham, and were 
justly infatuated in their counsels and given 
up to distress. 

I]. The project which the king of Moab 
formed to get the people of Israel cursed, 
that is, to set God against them, who, he 
perceived, hitherto fought for them. He 
trusted more to his arts than to his arms, 
and had a notion that if he could but get 
some prophet or other, with his powertul 
charms, to imprecate evil upon them, and to 
pronounce a blessing upon himself and his 
forces, then, though otherwise too weak, 
he should be able to deal with them. This 
notion arose, 1. Out of the remains of some 
religion; for it owns a dependence upon 
some visible sovereign powers that rule in 
the affairs of the children of men and deter- 
mine them, and an obligation upon us to 
make application to these powers. 2. Out 
of the ruins of the true religion; for if the 
Midianites and Moabites had not wretchedly 
degenerated from the faith and worship of 
their pious ancestors, Abraham and Lot, they 
could not have imagined it possible to da any 
mischief with their curses to a people who 
alone adhered to the service of the true God, 
from whose service they had themselves re- 
volted. 

Ili. The court which he made to Balaam 
the son of Beor, a famous conjurer, to en- 
gage him to curse Israel. This Balaam lived 
a great way off, in that country whence 
Abraham came, and where Laban lived; but, 
though it was probable that there were many 
nearer home that were pretenders to divina- 
tion, yet none had so great a reputation for 
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success as Balaam, and Balak will employ 
the best he can hear of, though he send a 
great way for him, so much is his heart upon 
this project. And to gain him, 1. He makes 
him his friend, complaining to him, as his 
confidant, of the danger he was in from the 
numbers and neighbourhood of the camp of 
Israel: They cover the face of the earth, and 
they abide over against me, v. 5. 2. In 
effect he makes him his god, by the great 
power he attributes to his word: He whom 
thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou 
cursest is cursed, v. 6. The learned bishop 
Patrick inclines to think, with many of the 
Jewish writers, that Balaam had been a great 
prophet, who, for the accomplishment of his 
predictions and the answers of his prayers, 
both for good and evil, had been looked upon 
justly as a man of great interest with God; 
but that, growing proud and covetous, God 
departed from him, and then, to support his 
sinking credit, he betook himself to diaboli- 
cal arts. He is called a prophet (2 Pet. ii. 
16), because he had been one, or perhaps he 
had raised his reputation from the first by 
his magical charms, as Simon Magus, who 
bewitched the people so far that he was called 
the great power of Gad, Acts viii. 10. Curses 
pronounced by God’s prophets in the name 
of the Lord have wonderful effects, as Noah’s 
(Gen ix. 25), and Elisha’s, 2 Kings ii. 24. 
But the curse causeless shall not come (Prov. 
xxvi. 2), no more than Goliath’s, when he 
cursed David by his gcds, 1 Sam. xvii. 43. 
Let us desire to have the prayers of God's 
ministers and people for us, and dread 
having them against us; for they are greatly 
regarded by him who blesseth indeed and 
curseth indecd. But Balak cannot rely 
upon these compliments as sufficient to 
prevail with Balaam, the main inducement 
is yet behind (v. 7): they took the re- 
wards of divination in their hand, the wages 
of unrighteousness, which he loved, 2 Pet. 
ii lio 

IV. The restraint God lays upon Balaam, 
forbidding him to curse Israel. It is very 
probable that Balaam, being a curious inqui- 
sitive man, was no stranger to Israel’s case 
and character, but had heard that God was 
with them of a truth, so that he onght to 
have given the messengers their answer im- 
mediately, that he would never curse a people 
whom God had blessed; but he lodges the 
messengers, and takes a night’s time to con- 
sider what he shall do, and to receive in- 
structions from God, v. 8. When we enter 
into a parley with temptations we are in 
great danger of being overcome by them 
In the night God comes to him, probably in 
a dream, and enquires what business those 
strangers had with him. He knows it, but 
he will know it from him. Balaam gives 
him an account of their errand (w. 9—11), 
and God thereupon charges him not to go 
with them, nor attempt to curse that blessed 
people, v. 12. Thus God sometimes, for the 
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preservation of his people, was pleased to 
speak to bad men, as to Abimelech (Gen. xx 
3), and to Laban, Gen. xxxi. 24. And we 
read of some that were workers of iniquity, 
and yet in Christ’s name prophesied, and did 
many wondrous works. Balaam is charged 
not only not to go to Balak, but not to offer 
to curse this people, which he might have 
attempted at a distance; and the reason is 
given: They are blessed. This was part of 
the blessing of Abraham (Gen. xii. 3), I will 
curse him thut curseth thee; so that an at- 
tempt to curse them would be not only fruit- 
less, but perilous. Israel had often provoked 
God in the wilderness, yet he will not suffer 
their enemies to curse them, for he rewards 
them not according to their iniquities. The 
blessedness of those whose sin is covered 
comes upon them, Rom. iv. 6, 7. 

V. The return of the messengers without 
Balaam. 1. Balaam is not faithful in re- 
turning God’s answer to the messengers, v. 
13. He only tells them, The Lord refuseth 
to give me leave to go with you. He did not 
tell them, as he ought to have done, that 
Israel was a blessed people, and must by no 
means be cursed ; for then the design would 
have been crusned, and the temptation would 
not have been renewed: but he, in effect, 
desired them to give his humble service to 
Balak, and let him know that he applauded 
his project, and would have been very glad 
to gratify him, but that truly he had the 
character of a prophet, and must not go 
without leave from God, which he had not 
yet obtained, and therefore for the present 
he must be excused. Note, Those are a fair 
mark for Satan’s temptation that speak 
diminishingly of divine prohibitions, as if 
they amounted to no more than the denial of 
a permission, and as if to go against God’s 
law were only to go without his leave 2. 
‘The messengers are not faithful in returning 
Balaam’s answer to Balak. All the account 
they give of it is, Balaum refuseth to come 
with us (w. 14), intimating that he only 
wanted more courtship and higher proffers ; 
but they are not willing Balak should know 
that God had signified his disallowance of 
the attempt. Thus are great men wretchedly 
abused by the flatteries of those about them, 
who do all they can to prevent their seeing 
their own faults and follies. 


15 And Balak sent yet again princes, 
more, and more honourable than they. 
16 And they came to Balaam, and 
said to him, Thus saith Balak the son 
of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, 
hinder thee from coming unto me: 
17 For I will promote thee unto very 
great honour, and I will do what- 
soever thou sayest unto me: come 
therefore, I pray thee, curse me this 
people. 18 And Balaam answered 
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and said unto the servants of Balak, 
If Balak would give me his house full 
of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the word of the Lorp my God, to do 
less or more. 19 Now therefore, I 
pray you, tarry ye also here this night, 
that I may know what the Lorp will 
say unto me more. 20 And God 
came unto Balaam at night, and said 
unto him, If the men come to call 
thee, rise up, and go with them; but 
yet the word which I shall say unto 
thee, that shalt thou do. 21 And Ba- 
laam rose up in the morning, and sad- 
dled his ass, and went with the princes 
of Moab. 


We have here a second embassy sent to 
Balaam, to fetch him over to curse Israel. 
It were well for us if we were as earnest and 
constant in prosecuting a good work, not- 
withstanding disappointments, as Balak was 
in pursuing this ill design. ‘The enemies of 
the church are restless and unwearied in 
their attempts against it; but he that sits in 
heaven laughs at them. Observe, 

I. The temptation Balak laid before Ba- 
laam. He contrived to make this assauit 
more vigorous than the former. It is very 
probable that he sent double money in the 
hands of his messengers; but, besides that, 
now he tempted him with honours, laid a 
bait not only for his covetousness, but 
for his pride and ambition. How earnestly 
should we beg of God daily to mortify in 
us these two limbs of the old man! Those 
that know how to look with a holy con- 
tempt upon worldly wealth and prefer- 
ment will find it not so hard a matter as 
most men do to keep a good conscience. 
See how artfully Balak managed the tempta- 
tion. 1. The messengers he sent were more, 
and more honourable, v. 15. He sent to 
this conjurer with as great respect and de- 
ference to his quality as if he had been a 
sovereign prince, apprehending perhaps that 
Balaam had thought himself slighted in the 
fewness and meanness of the former messen- 
gers. 2. The request was very urgent. 
This powerful prince becomes a suitor to 
him: “ Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee 
(v. 16), no, not God, nor conscience, nor any 
fear either of sin or shame.” 3. The prof- 
fers were high: “ I will promote thee to very 
great honour among the princes of Moab ;” 
nay, he gives him a blank, and he shall write 
his own terms: I will do whatsoever thou 
sayest, that is, “I will give thee whatever 
thou desirest, and observe whatever thou 
orderest ; thy word shall be a law to me,” v. 
17. Thus sinners stick at no pains, spare no 
cost, and care not how low they stoop, for 
the gratifying either of their luxury or of 
their ice; shall we then be stiff and strait- 
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virtue? God forbid. 

I]. Balaam’s seeming resistance of, but 
real yielding to, this temptation. We may 
here discern in Balaam a struggle between 
his convictions and his corruptions. 1. His 
convictions charged him to adhere to the 
command of God, and he spoke their lan- 
guage, v.18. Nor could any man have said 
better: “If Balak would give me his house 
full of silver and gold, and that is more than 
he can give or I can ask, I cannot yo beyond 
the word of the Lord my God.” See how 
honourably he speaks of God; he is Jehovah, 
my God. Note, Many call God theirs that 
are not his, not truly because not only his; 
they swear by the Lord, and by Malcham. 
See how respectfully he speaks of the word 
of God, as one resolved to stick to it, and in 
nothing to vary from it, and how slightly of 
the wealth of this world, as if gold and silver 
were nothing to him in comparison with the 
favour of God; and yet, at the same time, 
the searcher of hearts knew that he loved 
the wages of unrighteousness. Note, It is 
an easy thing for bad men to speak very 
good words, and with their mouth to make 
a show of piety. There is no judging of 
men by their words. God knows the heart. 
2. His corruptions at the same time strongly 
inclined him to go contrary to the command. 
He seemed to refuse the temptation, v. 18. 
But even then he expressed no abhorrence of 
it, as Christ did when he had the kingdoms 
of the world offered him (Get thee hence 
Satan), and as Peter did when Simon Magus 
offered him money: Thy money perish with 
thee. But it appears (w. 19) that he lad a 
strong inclination to accept the proffer ; for 
he would further attend, to know what God 
would say to him, hoping that he might alter 
his mind and give him leave to go. ‘This 
was a vile reflection upon God Almighty, as 
if he could change his mind, and now at last 
suffer those to be cursed whom he had pro- 
nounced blessed, and as if he would be 
brought to allow what he had already de- 
clared to be evil. Surely he thought God 
altogether such a one us himself. He had 
already been told what the will of God was, 
in which he ought to have acquiesced, and 
not to have desired a re-hearing of that 
cause which was already so plainly deter- 
mined. Note, It is a very great affront to 
God, and a certain evidence of the dominion 
of corruption in the heart, to beg leave to sin. 

III. The permission God gave him to go, 
v. 20. God came to him, probably by an 
angel, and told him he might, if he pleased, 
go with Balak’s messengers. So he gave 
him up to his own heart’s lust. “Since thou 
hast such a mind to go, even go, yet know 
that the journey thou undertakest shall not be 
for thy honour; for, though thou hast leave 
to go, thou shalt not, as thou hopest, have 
leave to curse, for the word which I shall say 
unto thee, that thou shalt do.” Note, God 
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has wicked men in a chain; hitherto they 
shall come by his permission, but no further 
than he does permit them. Thus he makes 
the wrath of man to praise him, yet, at the 
same time, restrains the remainder of it. It 
was In anger that God said to Balaam, “ Go 
with them,” and we have reason to think 
that Balaam himself so understood it, for we 
do not find him pleading this allowance 
when God reproved him for going. Note, 
As God sometimes denies the prayers of his 
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30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am 
not I thine ass, upon which thou hast 
ridden ever sinee J was thine unto 
this day? was I ever wont to do so 
unto thee? And he said, Nay. 3i 
Then the Lorp opened the eves of 
Balaam, and he saw the angel of the 
Lorp standing in the way, and his 
sword drawn in his hand: and he 


people in love, so sometimes he grants the | bowed down his head, and fell flat on 


desires of the wicked in wrath. 

IV. His setting out in the journey, v. 21. 
God gave him leave to go if the men called 
him, but he was so fond of the journey that 
we do not find he staid for their calling him, 
but he himself rose up in the morning, got 
every thing ready with all speed, and went 
with the princes of Moab, who were proud 
enough that they had carried their point. 
The apostle describes Balaam’s sin here to 
be that he ran greedily into an error for re- 
ward, Inde 11. The love of money is the 
root of all evil. 

22 And God’s anger was kindled 
because he went: and the angel of the 
Lorp stood in the way for an adver- 
sary against him. Now he was riding 
upon his ass, and his two servants 
were with him. 23 And the ass saw 
the angel of the Lorp standing in 
the way, and his sword drawn in his 
hand: and the ass turned aside out of 
the way, and went into the field: and 
Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into 
the way. 24 But the angel of the 
Lorp stood in a path of the vine- 
yards, a wall being on this side, and a 
wall on that side. 25 And when the ass 
saw the angel of the Lorp, she thrust 
herself unto the wall, and crushed 
Balaam’s foot against the wall: and 
he smote her again. 26 And the angel 
of the Lorp went further and stood 
in a narrow place, where was no way 
to turn either to the right hand or to 
the left. 27 And when the ass saw 
the angel of the Lorn, she fell down 
under Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he smote the ass 
with a staff. 28 And the Lorp opened 
the mouth of the ass, and she said 
unto Balaam, What have I done unto 
thee, that thou hast smitten me these 
three times? 29 And Balaam said unto 
the ass, Because thou hast mocked 
me: I would there were a sword in 
mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 
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his faee. 32 And the angel of the 
Lorp said unto him, Wherefore hast 
thou smitten thine ass these three 
times? behold, I went out to with- 
stand thee, because thy way is per- 
verse before me: 33 And the ass saw 
me, and turned from me these three 
times: unless she had turned from 
me, surely now also I had slain thee, 
and saved her alive. 34 And Balaam 
said unto the angel of the Lorn, I 
have sinned ; for I knew not that thou 
stoodest in the way against me: now 
therefore, if it displease thee, I will 
get me back again. 35 And the angel 
of the Lorp said unto Balaam, Go 
with the men: but only the word 
that I shall speak unto thee, that thou 
shalt speak. So Balaam went with 
the princes of Balak. 


We have here an account of the opposition 
God gave to Balaam in his journey towards 
Moab ; probably the princes had gone before, 
or gone some other way, and Balaam had 
pointed out where he would meet them, or 
where they should stay for him, for we read 
nothing of them in this part of our narrative, 
only that Balaam, like a person of some qua- 
lity, was attended with his two men—honour 
enough, one would think, for such a man, 
he needed not be beholden to Balak for pro- 
motion. 

I. Here is God’s displeasure against Ba- 
laam for undertaking this journey. God’s 
anger was kindled because he went, v. 22. 
Note, 1. The sin of sinners is not. to be 
thought the less provoking to God because 
he permits it. We must not think that, be- 
cause God does not by his providence ra. 
strain men from sin, therefore he approves c? 
it, or that it is therefore not hateful to him; 
he suffers sin, and yet is angry at it. 2, 
Nothing is more displeasing to God than 
malicious designs against his people; he 
that touches them touches the apple of his 
eye. 

II, The way God took to let Balaam know 
his displeasure against him: An angel stood 
in the way for an adversary. Now God ful- 
filled his promise to Israel (Exod. xxiii, 22) 
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Remonstrance of Balaam’s ass. 


I will be an enemy to thy enemies. ‘Yhe holy 
angels are adversaries to sin, and perhaps are 
employed more than we are aware of in pre- 
venting it, particularly in opposing those 
that have any ill designs against God's 
church and people, for whom Michael our 
prince stands up, Dan. xii. 1; x.21. What 
a comfort is this to all that wish well to the 
Israel of God, that he never suffers wicked 
men to form any attempt against them, with- 
out sending his holy angels forth to break 
the attempt and secure his little ones! When 
the prophet saw the four horns that scattered 
Judah, at the same time he saw four car- 
penters that were to fray those horns, Zech. 
1.18, &c. When the enemy comes in like a 
flood the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a 
standard against him. This angel was an ad- 
versary to Balaam, because Balaam counted 
him his adversary ; otherwise those are really 
our best friends, and we are so toreckon them, 
that stop our progress in a sinful way. The 
angel stood with his sword drawn (w. 23), a 
flaming sword, like that in the hands of the 
cherubim (Gen. iti. 24), turning every way. 
Note, The holy angels are at war with those 
with whom God is angry, for they are the 
ministers of his justice. Observe, 

1. Balaam had notice given him of God’s 
displeasure, by the ass, and this did not startle 
him. The ass saw the angel, v. 23. How 
vainly did Balaam boast that he was a man 
whose eyes were open, and that he saw the 
visions of the Almighty (ch. xxiv. 3, 4), when 
the ass he rode on saw more than he did, his 
eyes being blinded with covetousness and 
ambition and dazzled with the rewards of di- 
vination! Note, Many have God against them, 
and his holy angels, but are not aware of it. 
The ass knows his owner,sees his danger, but 
Balaam does not know, does noi consider, Isa. 
i.3. Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they will 
not see, Isa. xxvi. 11. Let none be puffed up 
with a conceit of visions and revelations, 
when even an ass saw an angel; yet let those 
be ashamed of their own sottishness, worse 
than that of the beasts that perish, who, 
when they are told of the sword of God’s 
wrath drawn against them, while they per- 
sist in wicked ways, yet will go on: the ass 
understood the law of self-preservation better 
than so; for, to save both herself and her 
senseless rider, (1.) She turned aside out of 
the way, v. 23. Balaam should have taken 
the hint of this, and considered whether he 
was not out of the way of his duty; but, in- 
stead of this, he beat her into the way again, 
Thus those who by wilful sin are running 
headlong into perdition are angry at those 
that would prevent théir ruin. (2.) She had 
not gone much further before she saw the 
angel again, and then, to avoid him, ran up 
to a wall, and crushed her rider’s foot, v. 24, 
25. How many ill accidents are we liable to 
in travelling upon the road, from which if 
we are preserved we must own our obli- 
gations to the divine Providence, which by 
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the ministry of angels keeps us in all our 
ways, lest we dash our foot against a stone ; 
but, if we at any time meet with a disaster, 
it should put us upon enquiring whether 
our way be right in the sight of God or 
no. ‘lhe crushing of Balaam’s foot, though 
it was the saving of his life, provoked him 
so much that he smote his ass the second 
time, so angry are we apt to be at that 
which, thongh a present uneasiness, yet is 
a real kindness. (3.) Upon the next en- 
counter with the angel, the ass fell down un- 
der Balaam, v. 26, 27. He ought to have con- 
sidered that there was certainly something 
extraordinary in this; for his ass was not 
restive, nor did she use to serve him thus: 
but it is common for those whose hearts are 
fully set in them to do evil to push on vio- 
lently, and break through all the difficulties 
which Providence lays in their way to give 
check to them and to stop them in their ca- 
reer. Balaam the third time smote his ass, 
though she had now done him the best piece 
of service that ever she did him, saving him 
from the sword of the angel, and by her 
falling down teaching him to do likewise. 
(4.) When all this would not work upon 
hin, God opened the mouth of the ass, and 
she spoke to him once and again; and yet 
neither did this move him: The Lord opened 
the mouth of the ass, v.28. This was a great 
miracle, quite above the power of nature, and 
wrought by the power of the God of nature, 
who made man’s mouth, and taught him to 
speak, for otherwise (since we learn to speak 
purely by imitation, and therefore those that 
are born deaf are consequently dumb) the first 
man would never have spoken, nor any of 
his seed. He that made man speak could, 
when he pleased, make the ass to speak with 
man’s voice, 2 Pet. ii. 16. Here Mr. Ains- 
worth observes that the devil, when he 
tempted our first parents to sin, employed a 
subtle serpent, but that God, when he would 
convince Balaam, employed a silly ass, a crea- 
ture dull and sottish to a proverb; for Satan 
corrupts men’s minds by the craftiness of 
those that lie in wait to deceive, but Christ 
has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise. By a dumb ass God re- 
bukes the madness of the prophet, for he 
will never want reprovers, but when he 
pleases can make the stones ery out as wit- 
nesses to him, Luke xix. 40; Hab. ii. 11. 
[1.] The ass complained of Balaam’s cruelty 
(v. 28): What have I done unto thee, that thou 
hast smitten me? Note, The righteous God 
will not see the meanest and weakest abused ; 
but either they shall be enabled to speak in 
their own defence or he will some way or 
other speak for them. If God would not 
suffer a beast to be wronged, much less a 
man, a Christian, a child of his own. We 
cannot open the mouth of the dumb, as God 
did here, but we may and must open our 
mouth for the dumb, Prov. xxxi. 8; Job xxxi. 
13. The ass’s complaint was just: Whud 
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kave I done? Note, When we are prompted 
to smite any with hand or tongue, we should 
consider what they have done unto us, and 
what provocation they have given us. We 
hear it not, but thus the whole creation 
groans, being burdened, Rom. viii. 22. It 
was much that Balaam was not astonished 
to hear his ass speak, and put to confusion : 
but some think that it was no new thing to 
him (being a conjurer) to be thus spoken to 
by his familiars ; others rather think that his 
brutish head-strong passion so blinded him 
that he could not observe or consider the 
strangeness of the thing. Nothing besots 
men worse than unbridled anger. Balaam in 
his fury wished he had a sword to kill his ass 
with, v. 29. See his impotency; can he 
think by his curses to do mischief to Israel 
that has it not in his power to kill his own 
ass? This he cannot do, yet he fain would ; 
and what would he get by that, but make 
himself so much the poorer (as many do), to 
gratify his passion and revenge? such was 
the madness of this false prophet. Here 
hishop Hall observes, Itis ill falling into the 
hands of those whom the brute-creatures find 
unmerciful ; for a good man regardeth the life 
of his beast. [2.] ‘The ass reasoned with 
him, v. 30. God enabled not only a dumb 
creature to speak, but a dull creature to 
speak to the purpose. ‘Three things she ar- 
gnes with him from :—First, His propriety in 
her: Am not I thy ass? Note, 1. God has 
given to man a dominion over the creatures : 
they are delivered into his hand to be used, 
and put under his feet to be rnled. 2. Even 
wicked people have a title to the possessions 
God gives to them, which they are not to be 
wronged of. 3. The dominion God has 
given us over the creatures is a good reason 
why we should not abuse them. We are 
their lords, and therefore must not be tyrants. 
Secondly, Her serviceableness to him: Ox 
which thou hast ridden. Note, It is good for 
us often to consider how useful the inferior 
creatures are, and have been, to us, that we 
may be thankful to God, and tender of them. 
Thirdly, That she was not wont to do so by 
him, and had never before crushed his foot, 
uor fallen down under him; he might there- 
fore conclude there was something more 
than ordinary that made her do so now. Note, 
1. The rare occurrence of an offence should 
moderate our displeasure against an offender. 
2. When the creatures depart from their 
wonted obedience to us, we should enquire 
the cause within ourselves, and be humbled 
for onr sin. 

2. Balaam at length had notice of God’s 
displeasure by the angel, and this did startle 
him. When God opened his eyes he saw the 
angel (v. 31), and then he himself fell flat 
upou his face, in reverence of that glorious 
messenger, and in fear of the sword he saw 
in his hand. God has many ways of break- 
ing and bringing down the hard and un- 
numbled heart. (1.) The angel reproved 
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him for his outrageousness (v. 32, 33): Where. 


fore hast thou smitten thy ass? Whether wa 


consider it or no, it is certain that God will 
call us to account for the abuses done to his 
creatures. Nay, he shows him how much 
more reason he had to smite upon his breast, 
and to condemn himself, than to fly out thus 
against his ass (“‘ Thy way is perverse before 
me, and then how canst thou expect to pros- 
per?”), and how much wiser his ass was than 
himself, and how much beholden he was to 
her that she turned aside; it was for his 
safety, and not for her own, for had she gone 
on he had been slain, and she had been saved 
alive. Note, When our eyes are opened we 
shall see what danger we are in in a sinful 
way, and how much it was for our advantage 
to be crossed in it, and what fools we were 
to quarrel with our crosses which helped to 
save our lives. (2.) Balaam then seemed to 
relent (v. 34): “I have sinued, sinned in un- 
dertaking this journey, sinned in pushing on 
so violently ;” but he excused it with this, 
that he saw not the angel; yet, now that he 
did see him, he was willing to go back again. 
That which was displeasing to God was not 
so much his going as his going with a mali- 
cious design against Israel, and a secret hope 
that notwithstanding the proviso with which 
his permission was clogged he might prevail 
to curse them, and so gratify Balak, and get 
preferment under him. It does not appear 
that he was sensible of this wickedness of his 
heart, or willing to own it, but, when he finds 
he cannot go forward, he will be content (since 
there is no remedy) to go back. Here is no 
sign that. his heart is turned, but, if his hands 
are tied, he cannot helpit. Thus many leave 
their sins only because their sins have left 
them. ‘There seems to be a reformation of 
the life, but what will this avail if there be no 
renovation of the heart? (3.) The angel 
however continued his permission: ‘‘ Go with 
the men, v. 35. Go, if thou hast a mind to 
be made a fool of, and to be shamed before 
Balak, and allthe princes of Moab. Go, only 
the word that I shall speuk uuto thee, thut thou 
shalt speak, whether thou wilt or no,” for 
this seems not to be a precept, but a predic- 
tion of the event, that he should not only not 
be able to curse Israel, but should be forced 
to bless them, which would be more for the 
glory of God and his own confusion than if 
he had turned back. Thus God gave him 
fair warning, but he would not take it; he 
went with the princes of Balak. For the in- 
iquity of Balaam’s covetousness God was 
wroth, and smote him, but he went on fro- 
wardly, Isa. lvii. 17. 


36 And when Balak heard that Ba- 
laam was come, he went vut to meet 
him unto a city of Moab, which żs in 
the border of Arnon, which zs in the 
utmost coast. 37 And Balak said 


unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly 
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send unto thee to call thee? where- 
fore camest thou not unto me? am | 
not able indeed to promote thee to 
honour? 38 And Balaam said unto 
Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: 
have I now any power at all to say 
any thing? the word that God putteth 
in my mouth, that shall I speak. 39 
And Balaam went with Balak, and 
they came unto Kirjath-huzoth. 40 
And Balak offered oxen and sheep, 
and sent to Balaam, and to the princes 
that werewithhim. 41 And it came to 
pass on the morrow, that Balak took 
Balaam, and brought him up into the 
high places of Baal, that thence he 
might see the utmost part ofthe people. 


We have here the meeting between Balak 
and Balaam, confederate enemies to God’s 
Israel; but here they seem to differ in their 
expectations of the success. 1. Balak speaks 
of it with confidence, not doubting but to 
gain his point now that Balaam had come. 
In expectation of this, he went ont to meet 
him, even to the utmost border of his country 
(w. 36), partly to gratify his own impatient 
desire to see one he had such great expecta- 
tions from, and partly to do honour to Ba- 
laam, and so to engage him with his utmost 
power to serve him. See what respect heathen 
princes paid to those that had but the name 
and face of prophets, and pretended to have 
any interest in hcaven; and how welcome 
one was that came with his mouth full of 
curses. What a shame is it then that the 
ambassadors of Christ are so little respected 
by most, so much despised by some, and that 
those are so coldly entertained who bring 
tidings of peace and a blessing! Balak has 
now nothing to complain of but that Balaam 
did not come sooner, v. 37. And he thinks 
that he should have considered the impor- 
tunity Balak had used, Did I not earnestly 
send to thee? (and the importunity of people 
inferior to kings has prevailed with many 
against their inclinations), and that he shoud 
also have considered Balak’s intentions con- 
cerning him: An not I able to promote thee 
to honour? Balak, as king, was in his own 
kingdom the fountain of honour, and Balaam 
should have his choice of all the preferments 
that were in his gift; he therefore thinks 
himself affronted by Balaam’s delays, which 
looked as if he thought the honours he pre- 
pared not worthy his acceptance. Note, 
Promotion to honour is a very tempting bait 
to many people; and it were well if we would 
be drawn into the service of God by the ho- 
nour he sets before us. Why do we delay to 
come unto him? Is not he able to promote 


us to honour? 2, Balaam speaks doubtfully 

of the issue, and bids Balak not depend too 

much upon him (v. 38): “ Have I now any 
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power at all to say any thing? I have come, 
but what the nearer am I? Gladly would 1 
curse Israel; but I must not, I cannot, God 
will not suffer me.” He seems to speak with 
vexation at the hook in his nose and the 
bridle in his jaws, such as Sennacherib was 
tied up with, Isa. xxxvii. 29. 3. They ad- 
dress themselves with all speed to the busi- 
ness. Balaam is nobly entertained over night, 
a sacrifice of thanksgiving is offered to the 
gods of Moab, for the safe arrival of this 
welcome guest, and he is treated with a feast 
upon the sacrifice, v. 40. And the next 
morning, that no time might be lost, Balak 
takes Balaam in his chariot to the high places 
of his kingdom, not only because their holi- 
ness (such as it was), he thought, might give 
some advantage to his divinations, but their 
height might give him a convenient prospect 
of the camp of Israel, which was te be the 
butt or mark at which he must shoot his en- 
venomed arrows. And now Balaam 1s really 
as solicitous to please Balak as ever he had 
pretended to be to please God. See what 
need we have to pray every day, Our Father 
in heaven, lead us not into temptation. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

In this chapter we have Balak and Balaam busy at work to do 
Israel a mischief, aud, for aaght that appears, neither Moses no 
the elders of Israel know any thing of the matter, nor are in a 
capacity to lireak the snare; hut God, who keeps Israel, and 
neither slumbers nor sleeps, baffes the attempt, without any 

Were is, I. The first 

1. The preparation made for it by 
sacrifice, ver. 1—3. 2. The contrary instruction God gave 
Balaam, ver. 4, 5. 3. The blessing Balaam was compelled to 
pronounce npon Israel, instead of a curse, ver. 7—10. 4. The 
great disappointment of Balak, ver. 11, 12. II. The second 
attempt, in the same manner made, and in the same manner 
frustrated, ver. 13—26. lll. Preparations made for a third 
attempt (ver. 27—30), the issue of which we hase in the next 
chapter. 

ND Balaam said unto Balak, 
Build me here seven altars, and 
prepare me here seven oxen and seven 
rams. 2 And Balak did as Balaam 
had spoken; and Balak and Balaam 

offered on every altar a bullock and a 

ram. 3 And Balaam said unto Balak, 

Stand by thy burnt offering, and I 

will go: peradventure the Lorp will 

come to meet me: and whatsoever he 
showeth me I will tell thee. And he 
went to a high place. 4 And God 
met Balaam: and he said unto him, 
I have prepared seven altars, and I 
have offered upon every altar a bul- 
lock and a ram. 5 And the Lorp 
put a word in Balaam’s mouth, and 
said, Return unto Balak, and thus 
thou shalt speak. 6 And he returned 
unto him, and, lo, he stood by his 
burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes 
of Moab. 7 And he took up his pa- 
rable and said, Balak the king of Moab 


hath brought me from Aram, out of 


intercession or contrivance of theirs. 
attempt to curse Israel. 
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the mountains of the east, saying, 
Come, curse me Jacob, and come, dety 
Israel. 8 How shall I curse, whom 
God hath not cursed? or how shall I 
defy, whom the Lorp hath not defied ? 
9 For from the top of the rocks I see 
him, and from the hills I behold him: 
lo, the people shall dwell alone, and 
shall not be reckoned among the na- 
tions. 10 Who can count the dust of 
Jacob, and the number of the fourth 
part of Israel? Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my last end 
be like his! 11 And Balak said unto 
Balaam, What hast thou done unto 
me? I took thee to curse mine ene- 
mies, and, behold, thou hast blessed 
them altogether. 12 And he answered 
and said, Must I not take heed to 
speak that which the Lorp hath put 
in my mouth ? 


Here is, I. Great preparation made for the 
cursing of Israel. 'That which was aimed at 
was to engage the God of Israel to forsake 
them, and either to be on Moab’s side or to 
stand neuter. O the sottishness of super- 
stition, to imagine that God will be at men’s 
beck! Balaam and Balak think to bribe him 
with altars and sacrifices, offered without any 
warrant or institution of his: as if he would 
eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats. 
Ridiculous nonsense, to think that these 
would please God, and gain his favour, when 
there could be in them no exercise either of 
faith or obedience! Yet, it should seem, 
they offered these sacrifices to the God of 
heaven, the supreme Numen— Divinity, and 
not to any of their local deities. But the 
multiplying of altars was an instance of their 
degeneracy from the religion of their ances- 
tors, and their apostasy to idolatry; for 
those that multiplied altars multiplied gods. 
Ephraim made many altars to sin, Hos. 
vil. 11. Thus they liked. not to retain God in 
their knowledge, but became vain in their ima- 
giuations ; and yet presumptuonsly expected 
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enrich himself with the wages of unrighteous- 
ness. 2. How very obsequious Balak was. 
The altars were presently built, and the sacri- 
fices prepared, the best of the sort, seven bul- 
locks aud seven rams. Balak makes no ob- 
jection to the charge, nor does he snuff at it, 
or think it either a weariness or a disparage- 
ment to stand by his burnt-offering as Balaam 
ordered him. 

* IT. The turning of the curse into a blessing, 
by the overruling power of God, in love to 
Israel, which is the account Moses gives of 
it, Deut. xxiii. 5. 

1. God puts the blessing into the mouth 
of Balaam. While the sacrifices were burn- 
ing, Balaam retired; he went solitary, into 
some dark grove on the top of the high place, 
v. 3, marg. Thus much he knew, that soli- 
tude gives a good opportunity for communion 
with God; those that would meet with him 
must retire from the world, and the business 
and conversation of it, and love to be pri- 
vate, reckoning themselves never less alone 
than when alone, because the Father is with 
them. Enter therefore into thy closet, and 
shut the door, and be assured that God will 
meet thee if thou seek him iz the due order. 
But Balaam retired with a peradventure only, 
having some thoughts that God might meet 
him ; but being conscious to himself of guilt, 
and knowing that God had lately met him in 
anger, he had reason to speak doubtfully : 
Peradventure the Lord will come to meet me, 
v. 3. But let not such a man think that he 
shall receive any favour from God. Nay, it 
should seem, though he pretended to go and 
meet with God, he really designed to use 
enchantments; see ch. xxiv. 1. But, whatever 
he intended, God designed to serve his own 
glory by him, aud therefore met Balaam, v. 4. 
What commuuion has light with darkness ? 
No friendly communion, we may be sure. 
Balaam’s way was still perverse, and God was 
still an adversary to him; but, Balak having 
chosen him for his oracle, God would con- 
strain him to utter such a confession, to the 
honour of God and Israel, as should render 
those for ever inexcusable who should appear 
in arms against them. When Balaam was 
aware that God met him, probably by an 
angel, he boasted of his performances : I have 


Balaam coustruined to bless Israel, 


hereby to gain God over to them from Israel, | prepared seven altars, and offered upon every 


who had his sanctuary among them, and his 
anointed altar. Observe here, 1. How very 
imperious Balaam was, proud to have the 
command of a king and to give law to princes. 
Such is the spirit of that wicked one who 
exalts himself above all that is called God, or 
that is worshipped. With what authority 
does Balaam give orders! Build me here (in 
the place I have pitched upon) seven altars, 
of stone or turf. ‘hus he covers his malice 
against Israel with a show of devotion, but his 
sacrifice was an abomination, being brought 
with such a wicked mind, Prov. xxi. 27. That 
which he aimed at was not to honour God 
with the sacrifices of righteousness, but to 


altar a bullock and a ram. How had he done 
it? It cost him nothing; it was done at 
Balak’s expense; yet, (1.) He boasts of it, as 
if he had done some mighty thing. The acts 
of devotion which are done in hypocrisy are 
commonly reflected upon with pride and vain 
glory. Thus the Pharisee went up to the 
temple to boast of his religion, Luke xviii. 
11,12. (2.) He insists upon it as a reason 
why God should gratify him in his desire to 
curse Israel, as if now he had made God his 
debtor, and might draw upon him for what 
he pleased. He thinks God is so much be- 
holden to him for these sacrifices that the 
least he can do in recompence for them is te 
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sacrifice his Israel to the malice of the king 
of Moab. Note, It is a common cheat that 
wicked people put upon themselves, to think 
that by the shows of piety they may prevail 
with God to countenance them, and connive 
at them, in their greatest immoralities, espe- 
cially in persecution, Isa. lxvi. 5. However, 
though the sacrifice was an abomination, God 
took the occasion of Balaam’s expectation to 
put a word into his mouth (v. 5); for the an- 
swer of the tougue is from the Lord, and thus 
he would show how much those are mistaken 
who say, With our tongue we will prevail, 
our lips are our own, Ps. xii. 4. He that 
made man’s mouth knows how to manage it, 
and to serve his own purposes by it. This 
speaks terror to daring sinners, that set their 
mouth against the heavens. God can make 
their own tongues to fall upon them, Ps. lxiv. 
8. And it speaks comfort to God’s witnesses, 
whom at any time he calls out to appear for 
him; if God put a word into the mouth of 
Balaam, who would have defied God and 
Israel, surely he will not be wanting to those 
who desire to glorify God and edify his people 
by their testimony, but it shall be given them 
in that same hour what they should speak. 

2. Balaam pronounces the blessing in the 
ears of Balak. He found him standing by his 
burnt-sacrifice (v. 6), closely attending it, and 
earnestly expecting the success. Those that 
would have an answer of peace from God must 
abide by the sacrifice, and attend on the Lora 
without distraction, not weary in well doing. 
Balaam, having fixed himself in the place 
appointed for his denouncing curses against 
Israel, which perhaps he had drawn up in 
form ready to deliver, takes up his parable, 
and it proves a blessing, v.7. He pronounces 
[srael safe and happy, and so blesses them. 

(1.) He pronounces them safe, and out of 
the reach of his envenomed darts. [1.] He 
owns that the design was to curse them, that 
Balak sent for him aut of his own country, 
and that he came, with that intent, v. 7. The 
message sent to him was, Come, curse me 
Jacoh, and come, defy Israel. Balak intended 
to make war upon them, and he would have 
Balaam to bless his arms, and to prophesy 
and pray for the ruin of Israel. [2.] He 
owns the design defeated, and his own ina- 
bility to accomplish it. He could not so 
much as give them an ill word or an ill wish: 
How shail I curse those whom God has not 
cursed ? v. 8. Not that therefore he would 
not do it, but therefore he could not do it. 
This is a fair confession, First, Of the weak- 
ness and impotency of his own magic skill, 
for which others valued him so much, and 
doubtless he valued himself no less. He 
was the most celebrated man of that profes- 
sion, and yet owns himself baffled. God had 
warned the Israelites not to use divination 
(Lev. xix. 31), and this providence gave them 
a rcason for that law, by showing them the 
weakness and folly of it. As they had seen 
the magicians of Egypt befooled, so, here, 
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the great conjurer of the east. See Isa. xlvii. 
12—14. Secondly, It is a confession of the 
sovereignty and dominion of the divine 
power. He owns that he could do no more 
than God would suffer him to do, for God 
could overrule all his purposes, and turn his 
counsels headlong. Thirdly, It is a confes- 
sion of the inviolable security of the people 
of God. Note, 1. God’s Israel are owned 
and blessed of him. He has not cursed them, 
for they are delivered from the curse of the 
law; he has not defied them, nor rejected or 
abandoned them, though mean and vile. 2. 
‘Those that have the good-will of Heaven 
have the ill-will of hell; the serpent and his 
seed have an enmity to them. .3. Though 
the enemies of God’s people may prevail far 
against them, yet they cannot curse them; 
that is, they cannot do them any real mischief, 
much less a ruining michief, for they cannot 
separatethemfrom the love of God, Rom. viii.39. 

(2.) He pronounces them happy in three 
things :— 

[1.] Happy in their peculiarity, and dis- 
tinction from the rest of the nations: From 
the top of the rock I see him, v. 9. And it 
seems to have been a great surprise to him 
that whereas, it is probable, they were repre- 
sented to him as a rude and disorderly rab- 
ble, that infested the countries round about 
in rambling parties, he saw them a regular 
incorporated camp, in which appeared all the 
marks of discipline and good order; he saw 
them a people dwelling alone, and foresaw 
they would continue so, and their singularity 
would be their unspeakable honour. Persons 
of quality we call persons of distinction ; this 
was Israel’s praise, though their enemies 
turned it to their reproach, that they differed 
from all the neighbouring nations, not only 
in their religion and sacred rites, but in their 
diet, and dress, and common usages, as a 
people called out of the world, and not to be 
conformed toit. They never lost their repu- 
tation till they mzagled among the heathen, 
Ps. evi. 35. Note, Itis the duty and honour 
of those that are dedicated to God to be se- 
parated from the world, and not to walk 
according to the course and custom of it, 
Those who make conscience of peculiar du- 
ties may take the comfort of peculiar pri- 
vileges, which it is probable Balaam has an 
eye to here. God’s Israel shall not stand 
upon a level with other nations, but be digni- 
fied above them all, as a people near to God, 
and set apart for him. 

[2.] Happy in their numbers, not so few 
and dJespicable as they were represented to 
him, but an innumerable company, which 
made them both honourable and formidable 
(w. 10): Who cau count the dust of Jacob? 
The number of the people was the thing that 
Balak was vexed at (ch. xxii. 3): Moab was 
afraid of them, because they were many ; and 
God does here by Balaam promote that fear 
and vexation, foretelling their further increase. 
Balak would have him see the utmost part of 
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the people (ch. xxii. 41), hoping the more he 
saw of them the more he would be exasper- 
ated against them, and throw about his curses 
with the more keenness and rage; but it 
proved quite contrary : instead of being angry 
at their numbers, he admired them. The 
better acquainted we are with God’s people 
the better opinion we have of them. He 
takes notice of the number, First, Of the 
dust of Jacob ; that is, the people of Jacob, 
concerning whom it was foretold that they 
should be as the dust for number, Gen. xxviii. 
14. Thus he owns the fulfilling of the pro- 
mise made to the fathers, and expects that it 
should be yet further accomplished. Perhaps 
it was part of David’s fault in numbering the 
people that he offered to count the dust of 
Jacob, which God had said should be innu- 
merable. Secondly, Of the fourth part of 
Israel, alluding to the form of their camp, 
which was cast into four squadrons, under 
four standards. Note, God’s Israel are a 
very great body, his spiritual Israel are so, 
and they will appear to be so when they shall 
all be gathered together unto him in the 
great day, Rev. vii. 9. 

[3.] Happy in their end: Let me die the 
death of the righteous Israelites, that are in 
covenant with God, and let my last end, or 
future state, be like theirs, or my recompence, 
namely, in the other world. Here, First, 1t 
is taken for granted that death is the end of 
all men; the righteous themselves must die: 
and it is good for us to think of this with 
application, as Balaam himself does here, 
speaking of his own death. Secondly, He 
goes upon the supposition of the soul’s im- 
mortality, and a different state on the other 
side death, to which this is a noble testi- 
mony, and an evidence of its being anciently 
known and believed. For how conld the 
death of the righteous be more desirable than 
the death of the wicked upon any other ac- 
count than as it involved happiness in another 
world, since in the manner and circumstances 
of dying we see all things come alike to all ? 
Thirdly, He pronounces the righteous truly 
blessed, not only while they live, but when 
they die, which makes their death not only 
more desirable than the death of others, but 
even more desirable than life itself; for in 
that sense his wish may be taken. Not 
only, ‘“‘ When I do die, let me die the death of 
the righteous ;” but, “I could even now be 
willing to die, on condition that I might die 
the death of the righteous, and reach my end 
this moment, provided it might be like his.” 
Very near the place where Balaam now was, on 
one of the mountains of Moab, not long after 
this, Moses died, and to that perhaps God, 
who put this word into his mouth, designed 
it should have a reference, that by it Moses 
might be encouraged to go up and die such 
a death as Balaam himself wished to die. 
Fourthly, He shows his opinion of religion 
-o be better than his resolution; there are 
many who desire to die the death of the 
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righteous, but do not endeavour to live 
the life of the righteous. Gladly would 
they have their end like theirs, but not their 
way. They would be saints in heaven, but 
not saints on earth. ‘This is the desire of the 
slothful, which kills him, because his hands 
refuse to labour. ‘This of Balaam’s is only a 
wish, not a prayer, and it is a vain wish, 
being only a wish for the end, without any 
care for the means. ‘Thus far this blessing 
goes, even to death, and beyond it, as far as 
the last end. Now, 

Ill. We are told, 1. How Balak fretted at 
it, v. 11. He pretended to honour the Lord 
with his sacrifices, and to wait for the answer 
God would send him ; and yet, when it did not 
prove according to his mind, he forgot God, 
and flew into a great passion against Balaam, 
as if it had been purely his doing: “ What hast 
thou done unto me! How hast thou disap- 
pointed me!” Sometimes God makes the 
enemies of his church a vexation one to an- 
other, while he that sits in heaven laughs at 
them, and the efforts of their impotent malice. 
2. How Balaam was forced to acquiesce in it. 
He submits because he cannot help it, and 
yet humours the thing with no small address, 
as if he had been peculiarly conscientious, 
answering Balak with the gravity of a pro- 
phet: Must I not take heed to speak that 
which the Lord has put in my mouth? v. 12. 
Thus a confession of God’s overruling power 
is extorted from a wicked prophet, to the fur- 
ther contusion of a wicked prince. 

13 And Balak said unto him, Come, 
I pray thee, with me unto another 
place, from whence thou mayest see 
them: thou shalt see but the utmost 
part of them, and shalt not see them 
all: and curse me them from thence. 
14 And he brought him into the field 
of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and 
built seven altars, and offered a bul- 
lock and a ram on every altar. 15 
And he said unto Balak, Stand here 
by thy burnt offering, while I meet 
the LORD yonder. 16 And the 
Lorp met Balaam, and put a word 
in his mouth, and said, Go again unto 
Balak, and say thus. 17 And when 
he eame to him, behold, he stood by 
his burnt offering, and the princes 
of Moab with him. And Balak said 
unto him, What hath the Lorp 
spoken? 18 And he took up his pa- 
rable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and 
hear; hearken unto me, thou son of 
Zippor: 19 God zs not a man, that 
he should lie; neither the son of man, 
that he should repent: hath he said, 

‘and shall he not do 7? or hath he 
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spoken, and shall he not make it good? 
20 Behold, I have received command- 
ment to bless: and he hath blessed ; 
and I cannot reverse it. 21 He hath 
not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nei- 
ther hath he seen perverseness in 
Israel: the Lorp his God is with 
him, and the shout of a king is among 
them. 22 God brought them out of 
Egypt; he hath as it were the strength 
of a unicorn. 23 Surely there ts no 
enchantment against Jacob, neither 
is there any divination against Israel : 
according to this time it shall be said 
of Jacob and of Israel, What hath 
God wrought! 24 Behold, the people 
shall rise up as a great lion, and lift 
up himself as a young hon: he shall 
not lie down until he eat of the prey, 
and drink the blood of the slain. 25 
And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither 
curse them at all, nor bless them at 
all. 26 But Balaam answered and 
said unto Balak, Told not I thee, 
saying, All that the Lorp speaketh, 
that I must do? 27 And Balak said 
unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I 
will bring thee unto another place; 
peradventure it will please God that 
thou mayest curse me them from 
thence. 28 And Balak brought Ba- 
laam unto the topof Peor, that looketh 
toward Jeshimon. 29 And Balaam 
said unto Balak, Build me here seven 
altars, and prepare me here seven 
bullocks and seven rams. 30 And Ba- 
lak did as Balaam had said, and offered 
a bullock and a ram on every altar. 
Herc is, I. Preparation made the second 
time, as before, for the cursing of Israel. 1. 
The place is changed, v. 13. Balak fancied 
that Balaam, having so full a prospect of the 
whole camp of Israel, from the top of the 
rocks (v. 9), was either so enamoured with 
the beauty of it that he would not curse 
them or so affrighted with the terror of it 
that he durst not; and therefore he would 
bring him to another place, from which he 
might see only some part of them, which 
would appear more despicable, and that part 
at least which would lie in view he hoped he 
might obtain leave to curse, and so by de- 
grees he should get ground against them, 
intending, no doubt, if he had gained this 
point, to make his attack on that part of the 
camp of Israel which Balaam now had in his 
eye, and into which he was to throw the fire- 
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unwearied the church’s enemies are in their 
malicious attempts to ruin it; they leave no 
stone unturned, no project untried, to com- 
pass it. O that we were as full of contrivance 
and resolution in prosecuting good designs 
for the glory of God! 2. The sacrifices are 
repeated, new altars are built, a bullock and 
a ram offered on every altar, and Balak 
attends his sacrifice as closely as ever, v. 14, 
15. Were we thus earnest to obtain the 
blessing as Balak was to procure a curse 
(designedly upon Israel, bnt really upon 
himself and his people), we should not 
grudge the return both of the charge and of 
the labour of religious exercises. 3. Balaam 
renews his attendance on God, and God 
meets him the second time, and puts another 
word into his mouth, not to reverse the for- 
mer, but to ratify it, v. 16,17. If God said 
not to Balaam, Seek in vain, much less will 
he say so to any of the seed of Jacob, who 
shall surely find him, not only as Balaam, 
their instructor and oracle, but their bountiful 
rewarder. When Balaam returned Balak 
was impatient to know what message he had: 
“ What hath the Lord spoken? Are there any 
better tidings yet, any hopes of speeding?” 
This should be our enquiry when we come to 
hear the word of God. See Jer. xxiii. 35. 

If. A second conversion of the curse into 
a blessing by the overruling power of God; 
and this blessing is both larger and stronger 
than the former, and quite cuts off all hopes 
of altering it. Balak having been so forward 
to ask what the Lord had spoken (v. 17), Ba- 
laan now addresses himself particularly to 
him (v.18): Riseup, Balak, and hear. It was 
a message from God that he had to deliver, 
and it is required of Balak, though a king, 
that he attend (hear and hearken, with a close 
application of mind, let not a word slip), and 
also that he attend with reverence: Hise up, 
and hear. His successor Eglon, when he 
was to receive a message from God, rose out 
of his seat, Judg. ui. 20. 

1. Two things Balaam in this discourse 
informs Balak of, sorely to his grief and 
disappointment :— 

(1.) That he had no reason to hope that 
he should ruin Israel. 

[1.] It would be to no purpose to attempt 
to ruin them, and he would deceive himself 
if he expected it, for three reasons :— 

First, Because God is unchangeable: God 
is not a man that he should lie, v.19. Men 
change their minds, and therefore break their 
words; they lie, because they repent. But 
God does neither. He never changes his 
mind, and therefore never recals his promise. 
Balaam had owned (v.8) that he could not 
alter God’s counsel, and thence he infers here 
that God himself would not alter it; such is 
the imperfection of man, and such the per- 
fection of God. It is impossible for God to 
lie, Heb. vi. 18. And, when in scripture he 
is said to repent, it is not meant of any change 
of his mind (for he is in one mind, and who 
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can turn him?) but only of the change of his 
way. ‘This is a great truth, that with God 
there is no variableness nor shadow of turning. 
Now here, 1. He appeals to Balak himself 
concerning it: “ Hath he said, and shall he 
not doit? Said it in his own purpose, and 
shall he not perform it in his providence, ac- 
cording to the counsel of his will? Hath he 
spoken in his word, in his promise, and shall 
he not make it good? Can we think other- 
wise of God than that he is unchangeably 
one with himself and true to his word? All 
his decrees are unalterable, and all his pro- 
mises inviolable.” 2. He applies this general 
truth to the case in hand (w. 20): He hath 
blessed and I cannot reverse it, that is, “1 
cannot prevail with him to reverse it.” Is- 
rael were of old a blessed people, a seed that 
the Lord had blessed; the blessing of Abra- 
ham came upon them; they were born under 
the blessing of the covenant, and born to the 
blessing of Canaan, and therefore they could 
not be cursed, unless you could suppose that 
the God of eternal truth should break his word, 
and become false to himself and his people. 
Secondiy, Because Israel are at present 
unblamable: He has not beheld iniquity in 
Jacob,v.21. Not but that there was iniquity 
in Jacob, and God saw it; but, 1. There was 
not such a degree of iniquity as might pro- 
voke God to abandon them and give them 
up to ruin. As bad as they were, they were 
not so bad as this. 2. There was no idolatry 
among them, which is in a particular manner 
called iniquity and perverseness; we have 
found nothing of that kind in Israel since the 
golden calf, and therefore, though they were 
in other instances very provoking, yet God 
would not cast them off. Balaam knew that 
nothing would separate between them and 
God but sin. While God saw no reigning 
sin among them, he would send no destroy- 
ing curse among them ; and therefore, as long 
as they kept in with God, he despaired of 
ever doing them any mischief. Note, While 
we keep from sin we keep from harm. Some 
give another sense of those words; they 
read it thus: He has not beheld wrong offered 
to Jacob, nor will he see any grievance done 
to Israel, that is, “ He has not nor will he 
permit it, or allow it; he will not see Israel in- 
jured, but he will rignt them, and avenge their 
quarrel.”” Note, God will not bear to see any 
injury done to his churchand people; for what 
is done against them he takes as done against 
himself, and will reckon for it accordingly. 
Thirdly, Because the power of both was 
irresistible. He shows Balak that there was 
no contending with them, it was to no pur- 
pose to attempt it; for, 1. They had the pre- 
sence of God with them: “ The Lord his God 
is with him, in a particular manner, and not 
provoked to withdraw from him.” 2. They 
had the joy of that presence, and were always 
made to triumph in it: The shout or alarm of 
a king is amony them. ‘Vhey shout against 
their enemies, as sure of victory and success, 
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glorying continually in God as their King 
and conqueror for them. 3. They had had 
the experience of the benefit of God’s pre- 
sence with them, and his power engaged 
for them ; for God brought them out of Egypt, 
v.22. ‘The power which had done that could 
never be restrained, never resisted ; and, having 
begun so gloriously, he would no doubt finish 
gloriously. 4. While they had God's presence 
with them they had the strength of a unicorn, 
able to make head against all that opposed 
them. See ch. xxiv. 8. Such is the strength 
which the God of Israel gives unto his people. 

[2.] From all this he infers that it was to 
no purpose for him to think of doing them a 
mischief by all the arts he could use, v. 23. 
First, He owns himself bated. Surely 
there is no enchantment against Jacob so as 
to prevail. ‘The curses of hell can never 
take place against the blessings of heaven. 
Not but that attempts of this kind would be 
made, but they would certainly be fruitless 
and ineffectual Some observe that Jacob 
denotes the church low and afflicted, Israel 
denotes it prosperous and advanced; but be 
the church high or low, be her friends few 
or many, let second causes smile or frown, it 
comes all to one: no weapon formed against 
it shall prosper. Note, God easily can, and 
certainly will, baffle and disappoint all the 
devices and designs of the powers of dark- 
ness against his church, so that they shall 
not prevail to destroy it. Secondly, He fore- 
sces that this would be remembered in time 
to come. According to this time, that is, 
with reference to this we are now about, it 
shall be said concerning Jacob and Israel, 
and said by them, What hath God wrought ! 
What great things hath God done for his 
people! It shall be said with wonder, joy, 
and thankfulness, and a challenge to the 
neighbouring nations to produce any similar 
instances of the care of their gods for them. 
Note, The defeating of the designs of the 
church’s enemies ought to be had in everlast- 
ing remembrance to the glory of God. There 
is none like unto the God of Jeshurun. What 
Balaam says here concerning the pre-emi- 
nence of the God of Israel ahove all the gods 
of the Gentiles perhaps Moses refers to when 
he says (Deut. xxxii. 31), Their rock is not 
as our rock, even our enemies themselves being 
judges, Balaam particularly. Balak therefore 
has no hopes of ruining Israel. But, 

(2.) Balaam shows him that he had more 
reason to fear being ruined by them, for they 
were likely to make bloody work among 
his neighbours; and, if he and his country 
escaped, it was not because he was too great 
for them to meddle with, but because he fell 
not within their commission, v. 24. Behold, 
and tremble ; the people that now have lain 
for some time closely encamped do but re- 
pose themselves for a while like a lion couch- 
ant, but shortly they shall rise up as a great 
lion, a lon rampant, that shall not lie down 
till he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of 
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theslain. This seems to point at the victories 
he foresaw they would obtain over the Ca- 
naanites, that they would never lay down 
their arms till they had made a complete con- 
quest of the land they had now in view ; and, 
when his neighbour’s house was on fire, he 
had reason to think his own in danger. 

2. Now what was the issue of this disap- 
pointment ? 

(1.) Balak and Balaam were both of them 
sick of the cause. [1.] Balak is now willing 
to have his conjurer silenced. Since he can- 
not say what he would have him, he wishes 
him to say nothing: “ Neither curse them at all 
nor bless them at all, v.25. Ifthou canst not 
curse them, I beseech thee not to bless them. 
If thou canst not assist and encourage my 
forces, yet do not oppose and dispirit them.” 
Note, God can make those that depart from 
him weary of the multitude of their counsels, Isa. 
xlvii. 13; lvii. 10. (2.] Balaam is still willing 
to own himself overruled, and appeals to what 
he had said in the beginning of this enter- 
prise (ch. xxii. 38): AU that the Lord speaketh, 
that I must do, v. 26. This shows, First, 
In general, that the way of man is not in 
himself; there are many devices in man’s 
heart, but God’s counsels shall stand. Se- 
condly, In particular, that, as no weapon 
formed against the church shall prosper, so 
every tongue thatrises against herinjudgment 
God will control and condemn, Isa. liv. 17. 

(2) Yet they resolve to make another at- 
tempt. They think it scorn to be baffled, 
and therefore pursue the design, though it 
be only to their further confusion. And now 
the third time, [1.] They change the place. 
Balak is at last convinced that it is not Ba- 
laam’s fault, on whom, before, he had laid the 
blame, but that really he was under a divine 
check, and therefore now he hopes to bring 
him to a place whence God might at least per- 
mit him to curse them, v. 27. Probably he 
and Balaam were the more encouraged thus 
to repeat their attempt because God had the 
second time allowed Balaam to go, though he 
had forbidden him the first time. Since by 
repeated trials they had carried that point, 
they hope in like manner to carry this. 
Thus because sinners are borne with, and 
sentence against their evil works is not exe- 
cuted speedily, their hearts are the more fully 
set in them to do evil. ‘The place to which 
Balak now took Balaam was the top of Peor, 
the most eminent high place in all his country, 
where, it is probable, Baal was worshipped, and 
it was thence called Baal-peor. Jlechose this 
place with a hope, either, First, That it being 
the residence (as he fancied) of Baal, the god 
of Moab, Jehovah the God of Israel would 
not, or could not, come hither to hinder the 
operation ; or, Secondly, That, it being a place 
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not of the valleys (1 Kings xx. 28), as if he 
were more powerful in one place than he is 
in every place. [2.] They repeat their sacri- 
fice, seven bullocks and seven rams, upon 
seven altars, v. 29, 30. Thus do they per- 
severe in their expensive oblations, though 
they had no promise on which to build their 
hopes of speeding. Let not us therefore, 
who have a promise that the vision at the 
end shall speak and not he, be discouraged 
by delays, but continue instant in prayer, 
and not faint, Luke xviii. 1. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


This chapter continues and concludes the history of the defeat of 
the counsels of Balak and Balaam against Israel, not by might, 
nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of hosts; and as 
great an instance it is of Gad’s power aver the children of men, 
and his favour towards his owu children, as any of the victories 
recorded in the buok of the wars of the Lord. What preparation 
was made the third time for the cursing of Israel we read of in 
the close af the foregcing chapter. In this chapter we are tuld, 
1. What the blessing was into which that intended curse was 
turned, ver. 1—9. JI. How Balak dismissed Balaam from his 
service therenpon, ver. JO—13. lI. Thepredictions Balaam left 
behind him converning Isracl, and some of the neighbouring na- 
tiuus, ver. 14, &e. 


ND when Balaam saw that it 

pleased the Lorp to bless Israel, 
he went not, as at other times, to seek 
for enchantments, but he set his face 
toward the wilderness. 2 And Balaam 
lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel 
abiding in his tents according to their 
tribes; and the spirit of God came 
upon him. 3 And he took up his pa- 
rable, and said, Balaam the son of 
Beor hath said, and the man whose 
eyes are open hath said: 4 He hath 
said, which heard the words of God, 
whieh saw the vision of the Almighty, 
falling intoa trance, buthaving hiseyes 
open: 5 How goodly are thy tents, 
O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Is- 
rael! G As the valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens by the river’s side, 
as the trees of lign aloes which the 
Lorp hath planted, and as cedar trees 
beside the waters. 7 He shall pour 
the water out of his buckets, and his 
seed skall be in many waters, and his 
king shall be higher than Agag, and 
his kingdom shall þe exalted. 8 God 
brought him forth out of Egypt; he 
hath as it were the strength of a 
unicorn: he shall eat up the nations 
his enemies, and shall break their 
bones, and pieree them through with 
his arrows. 9 He eouched, he lay 


acceptable to his god, it would be so to the; down as a lion, and asa great lion: 


Lord, and there he would be brought into a 

good humour. Such idleconceits have foolish 

men of God, and so vain are their imagina- 

tions concerning him. ‘Thus the Syrians 
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who shall stir him up? Blessed is 
he that blesseth thee, and cursed is 
he that eurseth thee. 
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The blessing itself which Balaam here pro- | tenis, O Jacob! Though they dwelt not in 


nounces upon Israel is much the same with 
the two we had in the foregoing chapter ; 
but the introduction to it is different. 

I. The method of proceeding here varies 
much in several instanees. 1. Balaam laid 
aside the enchantments which he had hitherto 
depended on, used no spells, or charms, or 
magic arts, finding they did him no service ; 
it was to no purpose to deal with the devil 
for a curse, when it was plain that God was 
determined immovably to bless, v. 1. Sooner 
or later God will convince men of their folly 
in seeking after lying vanities, which cannot 
profit. To what purpose should he seek 
for enchantment? He knew that God was 
out of the reach of them. 2. He did not now 
retire into a solitary place as before, but set 
his face directly towards the wilderness where 
Israel lay encamped; and, since there is no 
remedy, but they must be blessed, he will 
design nothing else, but will submit by com- 
pulsion. 3. Now the Spirit of God came 
upon him, that is, the Spirit of prophecy, as 
upon Saul to prevent him from taking David, 
1 Sam. xix. 23. He spoke not his own sense, 
but the language of the Spirit that came 
upon him. 4. He used a different preface 
now from what he had used before (w. 3, 
4), much like that of David (2 Sam. xxiii. 
1—3), yet savouring very much (as some 
think) of pride and vain-glory, taking all the 
praise of this prophecy to himself, and mag- 
nifying himself as one of the eabinet-council 
of heaven. Two things he boasts of :—(1.) 
The favour God did him in making known 
himself to him. He heard the words of God, 
and saw the vision of the Almighty. God 
himseif had met him and spoken to him (ch. 
xxiii. 16), and with this he was greatly puffed 
up. Paul speaks with humility of his visions 
and revelations (2 Cor. xii. 1), but Balaam 
speaks of his with pride. (2.) His own power 
to receive and bear those revelations. He 
fell into a trance indeed, as other prophets 
did, but he had his eyes open. ‘This he men- 
tions twice; but the words in the original 
are not the same. The mau whose eyes were 
shut, some think it may be read so (v. 3), 
but now having his eyes open, v. 4. When 
he attempted to curse Israel, he owns, he 
was in a mistake, but now he began to 
see his error, and yet still he remained 
blinded by covetousness and ambition, those 
foolish and hurtful lusts. Note, [1.] Those 
that oppose God and his people will sooner 
or later be made to see themselves wretchedly 
deceived. [2.] Many have their eyes open 
that have not their hearts open, are en- 
lightened, but not sanetified ; and that know- 
ledge whieh puffs mcn up with pride will 
but serve to light them to hell, whither many 
go with their eyes open. 

II. Yet the blessing is for substance the 
same with those before. Several things he 
admires in Israel :— 

1. Their beauty (v. 5): How goodly are thy 


stately palaces, but in coarse and homely tents, 
and these, no doubt, sadly weather-beaten, yet 
Balaam sees a beauty in those tents, because 
of their admirable order, according to their 
tribes, v. 2. Nothing recommends religion 
more to the good opinion of those that look 
upon it at a distance than the unity and har- 
mony of its professors, Ps. exxxiii. 1. The 
amiableness of this people, and the great repn- 
tation they should gain among their neigh- 
bours, are compared (v. 6) to the beauty and 
sweetness of fruitful valleys and fine gardens, 
flourishing trees and fragrant spices. Note, 
Those whose eyes are open see the saints on 
the earth to be excellent ones, and their delight 
is accordingly inthem. The righteous, doubt- 
less, is more excellent than his neighbour. 
They are trees which the Lord has planted ; 
that is their excellency. The branches of 
righteousness are the planting of the Lord. 
See Hos. xiv. 5—7. 

2. Their fruitfulness and increase. This 
may be intended by those similitudes (v. 6) of 
the valleys, gardens, and trees, as well as by 
those expressions (v. 7), He shall pour the water 
out of his buckets ; that is, God shall water them 
with his blessing like rain from heaven, and 
then his seed shall be in many waters. Com- 
pare Hos. ii. 23, I will sow her unto me in the 
earth. And waters are in scripture put for 
peoples, and multitudes, and nations. This 
has been fulfilled in the wonderful increase 
of that nation and their vast multitude even 
in their dispersion. 

3. Their honour and advancement. As the 
multitude of the people is the honour of the 
prince, so the magnificence of the prince is the 
honour of the people; Balaam therefore foretels 
that their king shall be higher than Agag. Agag, 
it is probable, was the most potent monarch in 
those parts; Balaam knew of none more con- 
siderable than he was; he rose above the 
rest of his neighbours. But Balaam foretels 
that Israel’s chief commander, who, after 
Moses, was Joshua, should be more great 
and honourable than ever Agag was, and 
make a far better figure in history. Saul, 
their first king, triumphed over Agag, though, 
it is said, he came delicately. 

4. Their power and victory, v. 8. (1.) He 
looks back upon what they had done, or rather 
what had been done for them: God brought 
them forth out of Egypt » this he had spoken of 
before, ch. xxiii. 22. The wonders that at- 
tended their deliverance out of Egypt contri- 
buted more to their honour, and the terror of 
their adversaries, than any thing else, Josh. ii. 
10. He that brought them out of iċgypt will 
not fail to bring them into Canaan, for, as for 
God, his work is perfect. (2.) He looks down 
upon their present strength. Israel hatn, as 


it were, the strength of a unicorn, of which 

ereature it is said (Job xxxix. 9,10), ill he 

be willing to serve thee, or abide by thy crib? 

Canst thou bind him with his band in the fur- 

“ No, Israel is too powerful to be 
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checked or held in by my curses or thy 
armies.” (3.) He looks forward to their 
future conquests: He shall eat up the nations 
his enemies; that is, “He shall not only 
destroy and devonr them as easily and irre- 
sistibly as a lion does his prey, but he shall 
himself be strengthened, and fattened, and 
enriched, by their spoils.” 

5. Their courage and secnrity : He lay down 
as a lion, as a great lion, v.9. Now he does so 
in the plains of Moab, and asks no leave of the 
king of Moab, nor is he in fear of him ; shortly 
will he do so in Canaan. When he has torn 
his prey, he will take his repose, quiet from the 
fear of evil, and bid defiance to all his neigh- 
bours; for who shall stir up a sleeping lion? 
It is observed of lions (as the learned bishop 
Patrick takes notice here) that they do not 
retire into places of shelter to sleep, but lie 
down any where, knowing that none dares 
meddle with them: thus secure were Israel 
in Canaan, chiefly in the days of David and 
Solomon ; and thus is the righteous bold as a 
lion (Prov. xxviii. 1), not to assault others, 
but to repose themselves, because God maketh 
them to dwell in safety, Ps. iv. 8. 

6 Their interest, and influence upon their 
neighbours. Their friends, and those in 
alliance with them, were happy: Blessed is 
he that blesseth thee ; those that do them any 
kindness will certainly fare the better for it. 
But their enemies, and those in arms against 
them, were certainly miserable: Cursed is he 
that curseth thee ; those that do them any in- 
jury do it at their peril; for God takes what 
is done to them, whether good or evil, as done 
to himself. Thus he contirms the blessing of 
Abraham (Gen. xii. 3), and speaks as if there- 
fore he did at this time bless Israel, and not 
curse them, because he desired to share in 
the blessing of Israel’s friends and dreaded 
the curse on Israel’s enemies. 


10 And Balak’s anger was kindled 
against Balaam, and he smote his 
hands together: and Balak said unto 
Balaam, I called thee to curse mine 
enemies, and, behold, thou hast alto- 
gether blessed them these three times. 
11 Therefore now flee thou to thy 
place: I thought to promote thee 
unto great honour ; but, lo, the Lorp 
hath kept thee back from honour. 12 
And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake 
I not also to thy messengers which 
thou sentest unto me, saying, 13 If 
Balak would give me his house full of 
silver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the commandment of the Lorn, to do 
either good or bad of mine own mind ; 
but what the Lorp saith, that will 1 
speak? 14 And now, behold, I go 


unto my people: come therefore and 
684 


NUMBERS. 


B.c. 1452. 


I will advertise thee what this people 
shall do to thy people in the latter days. 


We have here the conclusion of this vain 
attempt to curse Israel, and the total aban- 
donment of it. 1. Balak made the worst of 
it. He broke out into a rage against Balaam 
(v. 10), expressed both in words and gesture 
the highest degree of vexation at the disap. 
pointment; he smote his hands together, for 
indignation, to see all his measures thus 
broken, and his project baffled. He charged 
Balaam with putting upon him the basest 
affront and cheat imaginable: ‘‘ I called thee to 
curse my enemtes, and thou hast shown thy- 
self in league with them, and in their in- 
terests, for thou hast blessed them these three 
times, though, by appointing the altars to 
be built and sacrifices to be offered, thou 
madest me believe thou wouldest certainly 
curse them.” Hereupon he forbade him his 
presence, expelled him his country, up- 
braided him with the preferments he had de- 
signed to bestow upon him, but now would 
not (v. 11): ‘ The Lord hath kept thee back 
from honour. See what thou gettest by 
pleasing the Lord, instead of pleasmg me ; 
thou hast hindered thy preferment by it.” 
Thus those who are any way losers by their 
duty are commonly upbraided with it, as 
fools, for preferring it before their interest in 
the world. Whereas, if Balaam had been 
voluntary and sincere in his adherence to 
the word of the Lord, though he lost the 
honour Balak designed him by it, God would 
have made that loss up to hin abundantly to 
his advantage. 2. Balaam made the best of 
it. (1.) He endeavours to excuse the disap- 
pointment. And a very good excuse he has 
for it, that God restrained him from say- 
ing what he would have said, and constrained 
him to say what he would not; and that this 
was what Balak ought not to be displeased 
at, not only because he could not help it, but 
because he had told Balak before what he 
must depend upon, v. 12, 13. Balak could 
not say that he had cheated him, since he 
had given him fair notice of the check he 
found himself under. (2.) He endeavours 
to atone for it, v. 14. Though he cannot do 
what Balak would have him do, yet, [1.] He 
will gratify his curiosity with some predic- 
tions concerning the nations about him. It 
is natural to us to be pleased with prophecy, 
and with this he hopes to pacify the angry 
prince. [2.] He will satisfy him with an as- 
surance that, whatever this formidable peo- 
ple should do to his people, it should not be 
till the latter days; so that he, for his part, 
needed not to fear any mischief or molesta- 
tion from them; the vision was for a great 
while to come, but in his days there should 
be peace. [3.] He will put him into a 
method of doing Israel a mischief without 
the ceremonies of enchantment and execra- 
tion. This seems to be implied in that 
word: I will udvertise thee; for it properly 
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signifies, I will counsel thee. What the coun- 
sel was is not set down here, because it was 
given privately, but we are told afterwards 
what it was, ch. xxxi. 16. He counselled 
hiin to entiee the Israelites to idolatry, Rev. 
ii. 14. Since he could not have leave from 
Gad to curse them, he pnts him in a way of 
getting help from the devil to tempt them. 
Flectere si nequeo superos, Acheronta movebo 
—If I cannot move heaven, I will solicit hell. 
15 And he took up his parable, and 
said, Balaam the son of Beor hath 
said, and the man whose eves are 
open hath said: 16 He hath said, 
which heard the words of God, and 
knew the knowledge of the most High, 
which saw the vision of the Almighty, 
falling into a trance, but having his 
eyes open: 17 I shall see him, but 
notnow: I shall behold him, but not 
nigh: there shall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners of 
Moab, and destroy all the children of 
Sheth. 18 And Edom shail be a pos- 
session, Seir also shall be a posses- 
sion for his enemies; and Israel shall 
do valiantly. 19 Out of Jacob shall 
come he that shall have dominion, 
and shall destroy him that remaineth 
of the city. 20 And when he looked 
on Amalek, he took up his parable, 
and said, Amalek was the first of the 
nations; but his latter end shall be 
that he perish for ever. 21 And he 
looked on the Kenites, and took up 
his parable, and said, Strong is thy 
dwellingplace, and thou puttest thy 
nest in a rock. 22 Nevertheless the 
Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur 
shall carry thee away captive. 23 And 
he took up his parable, and said, Alas, 
who shall live when God doeth this! 
24 And ships shall come from the coast 
of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, 
and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall 
perish for ever. 25 And Balaam rose 
up, and went and returned to his 
plaee: and Balak also went his way. 


The office of prophets was both to bless 
and to prophesy in the name of the Lord. 
Balaam, as a prophet, per force had blessed 
Israel; here he foretels future events. 

I. His preface is much the same as that, 
v. 3, 4. He personates a true prophet ad- 
mirably well, God permitting and directing 
him to do so, because, whatever he was, the 
prophecy itself was a true prophecy. He 


NXNXIV. Baluam’s prophecy. 
boasts, 1. That his eyes are open (v. 15), 
for prophets were in old time called seers (1 
Sam. ix. 9), because they must speak what 
they had seen, and therefore, before they 
opened their lips, it was necessary that they 
should have their eyes open. 2. That he 
has heard the words of God, which many do 
that do not heed them, nor hear God jn 
them. 3. That he knew the knowledge of the 
Most High; this is added here. A man 
may be full of the knowledge of God and 
yet utterly destitute of the grace of God, may 
receive the truth in the light of it and yet 
be a stranger to the love of it. 4. That he 
saw the vision of the Almighty, but not so as 
to be changed into the same image. He calls 
God the Most High, and the Almighty ; no 
man could speak more honourably of him, 
nor seem to put a greater value upon his ac- 
quaintance with him, and yet he had no true 
fear of him, love to him, or faith in him, so 
far may a man go towards heaven, and yet 
come short. 

Il. Here is his propheey concerning him 
that should be the erown and glory of his 
people Israel, who is, 1. David in the type, 
who not now, not quiekly, but in process of 
time, should smite the corners of Moab 
(v. 17), and take possession of Mount Seir, 
and under whom the forees of Israel should 
do valiantly, v. 18. This was fulfilled when 
David smote Moab, and measured them with 
a line, so that the Moabites became David's 
servants, 2 Sam. viii. 2. And at the same 
time the Edomites likewise were brought 
into obedience to Israel, v. 14. But, 2. Our 
Lord Jesus, the promised Messiah, is chiefly 
pointed at in the antitype, and of him it is 
an illustrious propheey; it was the will of 
God that notice should thus be given of his 
coming, a great while before, not only to the 
people of the Jews, but to other nations, be- 
eause his gospel and kingdom were to extend 
themselves so far beyond the borders of the 
land of Israel. It is here foretold, (1.) That 
his coming should not be yet of a great 
while: “I shall see him, but not now; I do 
see him in vision, but at a very great dis- 
tance, through the interposing space of 1500 
years at least. Or understand it thus :—Ba- 
laam, a wicked man, shall see Christ, but 
shall not see him nigh, nor see him as Job, 
who saw him as his Redeemer, and saw him 
for himself, Job xix. 25, 27. When he 
comes in the elonds every eye shall see him, 
but many will see him (as the rich man in 
hell saw Abraham) afar off. (2.) That he 
shall come out of Jacob, and Israel, as a star 
and a seeptre, the former denoting his glory 
and lustre, as the bright und morning star, 
the latter his power and authority; it is he 
that shall have dominion. Perhaps this pro- 
phecy of Balaam (one of the children of the 
east) concerning a star that should arise 
out of Jacob, as the indieation of a sceptre 
arising in Israel, being preserved by a tradi- 
tion of that country, gave oceasion to the 
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wise men, who were of the east too, upon 
the sight of an unusual star over the land of 
Judea, to enquire for him that was born king 
of the Jews, Matt. 11.2. (3.) ‘That his king- 
dom shall be universal, and victorious over 
all opposition, which was typified by David’s 
victories over Moab and Edom. But the 
Messiah shall destroy, or, as some read it, 
shall rule over, all the children of Seth (v. 17), 
that is, all the children of men, who descend 
from Seth, the son of Adam, the descendants 
of the rest of Adam’s sons being cut off by 
the deluge. Christ shall be king, not only of 
Jacob and Israel, but of all the world; so 
that all the children of Seth shall be either 
governed by his golden sceptre or dashed in 
pieces by his iron rod. He shall set up a 
universal rule, authority, and power, of his 
own, and shall put down all opposing rule, 
1 Cor. xv. 24. He shall wnwall all the child- 
ren of Seth ; so some read it. He shall take 
down all their defences and carnal confi- 
dences, so that they shall either admit his 
government or lie open to his judgments. 
(4.) That his Israel shall do vahantly; the 
subjects of Christ, animated by his might, 
shall maintain a spiritual war with the powers 
of darkness, and be more than conquerors. 
The people that do know their God shall be 


strong, and do exploits, Dan. xi. 32. 


II. Here is his prophecy concerning the 
Amalekites and Kenites, part of whose coun- 
try, itis probable, he had now in view. 1. 
The Amalekites were now the chief of the na- 
tions (v. 20), therefore Agag was spoken of 
w. 7) aS an eminent prince, and they were 
the first that engaged Israel when they caine 
out of Egypt; but the time will come when 
that nation, as great as it looks now, will be 
totally ruined and rooted out: His latter end 
shall be that he perish for ever. Here Ba- 
laam confirms that doom of Amalek which 
Moses had read (Exod. xvii. 14, 16), where 
God had sworn that he would have perpetual 
war with Amalek. Note, Those whom God 
is at war with will certainly perish for 
ever; for when God judges he will over- 
come. 2. The Kenites were now the se- 
curest of the nations; their situation was 
such as that nature was their engineer, and 
had strongly fortified them: “ Thou puttest 
thy nest (like the eagle) in a rock, v. 21. 
Thou thinkest thyself safe, and yet the Ke- 
nites shall be wasted (v. 22) and gradually 
brought to decay, till they be carried away 
captive by the Assyrians,” which was done 
at the captivity of the ten tribes. Note, 
Bodies politic, like natural bodies, though of 
the strongest constitutions, will gradually 
decay, and come to ruin at last; even a nest 
in a rock will be no perpetual security. 

IV. Here is a prophecy that looks as far 
forward as the Greeks and Romans, for theirs 
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(v. 23): Alas! who shall live when God doeth 
this? Here he acknowledges all the revolu- 
tions of states and kingdoms to be the Lord’s 
doing: God doeth this; whoever are the in- 
struments, he is the supreme director. But 
he speaks mournfully concerning them, and 
has a very melancholy prospect of these 
events: Who shall live? Either, (1.) These 
events are so distant, and so far off to come, 
that itis hard to say who shall live till they 
come; but, whoever shall live to see them, 
there will be amazing turns. Or, (2.) They 
will be so dismal, and make such desolations, 
that scarcely any will escape or be left alive; 
who shall live when death rides in triumph? 
Rev. vi. 8. Those that live then will be as 
brands plucked out of the fire, and will have 
their lives given them as a prey. God fit us 
for the worst of times! 

2. The prophecy itself is observable. Both 
Greece and Italy lie much upon the sea, 
and therefore their armies were sent forth 
mostly in ships. Now he seems here to fore- 
tel, (1.) That the forces of the Grecians 
should humble and bring down the Assyrians, 
who were united with the Persians, which 
was fulfilled when the eastern country was 
overcome, or overrun rather, by Alexander. 
(2.) That theirs and the Roman forces should 
afflict the Hebrews, or Jews, who were called 
the children of Eber; this was fulfilled in 
part when the Grecian empire was oppressive 
to the Jewish nation, but chiefly when the 
Roman empire ruined it and put a period to 
it. But, (3.) That Chittim, that is, the Ro- 
man empire, in which the Grecian was at 
length swallowed up, should itself perish for 
ever, when the stone cut out of the mountain 
without hands shall consume all these king- 
doms, and particularly the feet of iron and 
clay, Dan. ii. 34. ‘Thus (says Dr.. Lightfoot) 
Balaam, instead of cursing the church, curses 
Amalek the first, and Rome the last, enemy 
of the church. And so let all thy enemies 
perish, O Lord! 

CHAP. XXV. 


Israel, having escaped the curse of Balaam, here sustains a great 
deal of damage and reproach by the counsel of Balaam, who, it 
seems, before be left Balak, put him into a mora effectual way 
than that which Balak thougbt of to separate between the ts- 
raelites and their God. *¢ The Lord will not be prevailed with by 
Balaam’s charms to ruin them ; try if tbey will not be prevailed 
with by the charms of the daughters of Moab to ruin themselves.” 
None are more fatally bewitched tban those tbat ara bewitched 
by their own lusts. Here is, l. The sin of Israel; they were 
enticed by the daughters of Moab both to whoredom and to ido- 
latry, ver. 1—3. 1l. The punishment of this sin by the hand of 
the magistrate (ver. 4,5) aud by the immediate hand of God, ver. 
9. H1. The pious zeal of Pbinehas in slaying Zimri and Cozbi, 
two impudent sinners, ver. 6, 8, 14, 15. 1V. God’s commendation 
of the zeal of Phinehas, ver. 10—13. V. Enmity put between the 
Israelites and the Midianites, their tempters, as at first between 
the woman aud the serpent, ver. 16, &c. 


ND Israel abode in Shittim, and 

the people began to commit 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab. 
2 And they called the people unto the 


i sacrifices of their gods: and the peo- 
Casio. 24. ple did et eked eye E Daa 
1. The introduction to this parable; this|g0ds- 3 And Israel joined himsei 
article of his prophecy is very observable} unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the 


is supposed to be meant by the coast of 


686 


ee lg 


B cC. 1452. 


LORD was kindled against Israel. 4 
And the Lor» said unto Moses, Take 


all the heads of the people, and hang since his death was deified, as saints in the 


them up before the Lorp against the 
sun, that the fierce anger of the Lorp 
may be turned away from Israel. 5 


And Moses said unto the judges of 


Israel, Slay ye every one his men that 
were joined unto Baal-peor. 


Here is, I. The sin of Israel, to which they 
were enticed by the daughters of Moab and 
Midian ; they were guilty both of corporal 
and spiritual whoredoms, for Israel Joined 
himself unto Baal-peor, v.3. Not all, nor the 
most, but very many, were taken in this 
snare. Now concerning this observe, 1. 
That Balak, by the advice of Balaam, cast 


this stumbling-block before the children of 


Israel, Rev. ii. 14. Note, ‘hose are our 
Worst enemies that draw us to sin, for that is 
the greatest mischief any man can do us. If 
Balak had drawn out his armed men against 
them to fight them, Israel had bravely re- 
sisted, and no doubt had been more than 
conquerors ; but now that he sends his beau- 
tiful women among them, and invites them 
to his idolatrous feasts, the Israelites basely 
yield, and are shamefully overcome: those 
are smitten with his harlots that could not 
be smitten with his sword. Note, We are 
more endangered by the charms of a smiling 
world than by the terrors of a frowning 
world. 2. That the daughters of Moab were 
their tempters and conquerors. Ever since 
Eve was first in the transgression the fairer 
sex, though the weaker, has been a snare to 
many; yea strong men have been wounded 
and slain by the lips of the strange woman 
(Prov. vil. 26), witness Solomon, whose wives 
were snares and nets to him, Eccl. vii. 26. 
3. That whoredom and idolatry went to- 
gether. They first defiled and debauched 
their consciences, by committing lewdness 
with the women, and then were easily drawn, 
in complaisance to them, and in contempt of 
the God of Israel, to bow down to their idols. 
And they were more likely to do so if, as it 
is commonly supposed, and seems probable 
by the joining of them together, the unclean- 
ness committed was a part of the worship 
and service performed to Baal-peor. Those 
that have broken the fences of modesty will 
never be held by the bonds of piety, and 
those that have dishonoured themselves by 
fleshly lusts will not scruple to dishonour 
God by idolatrous worships, and for this 
they are justly given up yet further to vile 
affections, 4. That by eating of the idola- 
trous sacrifices they joined themselves to Baal- 
peor to whom they were offered, which the 
apostle urges as a reason why Christians 
should not eat things offered to idols, because 
thereby they had fellowship with the devils 
to whom they were offered, 1 Cor. x. 20. It 
is called eating the sacrifices of the dead 
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(Ps. cvi. 28), not only because the idol itself 
was a dead thing, but because the person 
represented by it was some great hero, who 


Koman church are canonized. 5. It was a 
great aggravation of the sin that Israel ubode 
in Shittim, where they had the land of Ca- 
naan in view, and were just ready to enter 
and take possession of it. It was the highest 
degree of treachery and ingratitude to be 
false to their God, whom they had found so 
faithful to them, and to eat of idol-sacrifices 
when they were ready to be feasted so richly 
on God’s favours. 

II. God’s just displeasure against them for 
this sin. Israel’s whoredoms did that which 
all Balaami’s enchantments could not do, they 
set God against them; now he was turned to 
be their enemy, and fought against them. So 
many of the people, nay, so many of the 
princes, were guilty, that the sin became na- 
tional, and for it God was wroth with the 
whole congregation. 1. A plague imme- 
diately broke out, for we read of the staying 
of it (v. 8), and of the number that died of it 
(v. 9), but no mention of the beginning of it, 
which therefore must be implied in those 
words (v. 3), The anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel. It is said expressly 
(Ps. evi. 29), The plague broke in. Note, Epi- 
demical diseases are the fruits of God’s an- 
ger, and the just punishments of epidemical 
sins; one infection follows the other. The 
plague, no doubt, fastened on those that were 
most guilty, who were soon made to pay 
dearly for their forbidden pleasures; and 
though now God does not always plague 
such sinners, as he did here, yet that word of 
God will be fulfilled, If any man defile the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy, 1 Cor. 
iii. 17. 2. The ringleaders are ordered to be 
put to death by the hand of public justice, 
which will be the only way to stay the plague 
(w. 4): Tuke the heads of the people (that is, 
of that part of the people that went out of 
the camp of Israel into the country of Moab, 
to join in their idolatries)—take them and 
hang them up before the sun, as sacrifices to 
God’s justice, and for a terror to the rest of 
the people. The judges must first order 
them to be slain with the sword (v. 5), and 
their dead bodies must be hanged up, that 
the stupid Israelites, seeing their leaders and 
princes so severely punished for their whore- 
dom and idolatry, without any regard to their 
quality, might be possessed with a sense ot 
the evil of the sin and the terror of Gad’s 
wrath against them. Ringleaders in sin 
ought to be made examples of justice. 


6 And, behold, one of the children 
of Israel came and brought unto his 
brethren a Midianitish woman in the 
sight of Moses, and in the sight of all 
the congregation of the children of 


Israel, who were weeping ire the 
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door of the tabernacle of the congre-| from blushing for it that he rather prided 
gation. 7 And when Phinehas, the| himself in it, and gloried in his shame. AH 


SON of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the the circumstances concurred to make it ex- 
ceedingly sinful, exceedingly shameful, 1. 


priest, saw vl, he rose up from among | It was an affront to the justice of the nation, 
the congregation, and took a javelin | and bade defiance to that. ‘The judges were 
in his hand; S And he went after the | ordered to put the criminals to death, but he 


man of Israel into the tent, and thrust | thought himself too great for them to meddle 
both of them through, the man of Is- with, and, in effect, bade them touch him it 

So? they durst. He had certainly cast off all 
rael, and the woman through her] fear of God who stood in no awe of the 
belly. So the plague was stayed from | powers which he had ordained to be a terror 
the children of Israel. 9 And those | £0 evil-doers. 2. It was an affront to the re- 


: . ligion of the nation, and put a contempt 
tar ? r 5 3 
that died in the plague were twenty upon that. Moses, and the main body of the 


and four thousand. 10 And the Lorp congregation, who kept their integrity, were 
spake unto Moses, saying, 11 Phi-| weeping at the door of the tabernacle, lament- 
nehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of|ing the sin committed and deprecating the 
Aaron the priest, hath turned my | Plague begun; they were sanctifying a fast 


o in a solemn assembly, weeping between the 
wrath away from the children of Is- porch and the altar, to turn away the wrath 


rael, while he was zealous for my sake ; of God from the congregation. 'Then comes 
among them, that I consumed not the | Zimri among them, with his harlot in his 
children of Israel in my jealousy. J2] hand, to banter them, and, in effect, to tell 
Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto| of fast as they emptied ty 
him my covenant of peace: 13 And| II, Never was virtue more daring than it 
he shall have it,and his seed afterhim, | was in Phinehas. Being aware of the in- 
even the covenant of an everlasting |solence of Zimri, which, it is probable, all 


priesthood; because he was zealous)| "tc congue. aion ntonk DONE ok Inia ee 
dignation at the offenders he rises up from 


for his God, and made an atonement | pis prayers, takes his sword or half-pike, fol- 
for the children of Israel. 14 Now} lows those impudent sinners into their tent 
the name of the Israelite that was | and stabs them both, v. 7, 8. It isnot at all 
slain, even that was slain with the difficult to justify Phinehas in what he did; 


EnS ; : eae for, being now heir-apparent to the high- 
Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the priesthood, no doubt he was one of those 


son of Salu, a prince of a chief house judges of Israel whom Moses had ordered, 
among the Simeonites. 15 And the} by the divine appointment, to slay all those 
name of the Midianitish woman that} whom they knew to have joined themselves 


mas slain was Cozbi the deughterof i? Baal-peor sor tat tneee ee 
tenance at all to private persons, under pre- 


Zur; he was head Over people, and tence of zeal against sin, to put offenders to 
of a chief house in Midian. death, who ought to be prosecuted by due 

Here is a remarkable contest between | course of law. The civil magistrate is the 
wickedness and righteousness, which shall | avenger, to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
be most bold and resolute; and righteous-| evil, and no private person may take his 
ness carries the day, as no doubt it will at last. | work out of his hand. Two ways God tes- 

I. Never was vice more daring than it was | tified his acceptance of the pious zeal of Phi- 
in Zimri, a prince of a chief house in the|nehas:—1. He immediately put a stop to 
tribe of Simeon. Such a degree of impu- | the plague, v. 8. Their weeping and praying 
dence in wickedness had he arrived at that | prevailed not till this piece of necessary jus- 
he publicly appeared leading a Midianitish| tice was done. If magistrates do not take 
harlot (and a harlot of quality too like him-} care to punish sin, God will; but their 
self, a daughter of a chief house in Midian) in | justice will be the best prevention of his 
the sight of Moses, and all the good people | judgment, as in the case of Achan, Josh. vii. 
of Israel. He did not think it enough to go/13. 2. He put an honour upon Phinehas. 
out with his harlot to worship the gods of Though he did no more than it was his duty 
Moab, but, when he had done that, he brought | to do as a judge, yet because he did it with 
her with him to dishonour the God of Israel. | extraordinary zeal against sin, and for the 
He not only owned her publicly as his; honour of God and Israel, and did it when 
friend, and higher in his favour than any of | the other judges, out of respect to Zimri’s 
“he daughters of Israel, but openly went with | character as a prince, were afraid, and de- 
ner into the tent, v. 8. ‘The word signifies | clined doing it, therefore God showed him- 
such a booth or place of retirement as was {self particularly well pleased with him, and 
designed and fitted up for lewdness. Thus]|it was counted to him for righteousness, Ps. 
he ore his sin as Sodum, and was so far! evi. 31. There is nothing lost by venturing 

8S 


B.C. 1452. 


for God. If Zimri’s relations bore him a 
grudge for it, and his friends might censure 
him as indiscreet in this violent and hasty 
execution, what needed he care, while God 
accepted him? Ina good thing we should be 
zealously affected. (1.) Phinehas, upon this 
occasion, though a young man, is pronounced 
his country’s patriot and best friend, v. 11. 
He has turned away my wrath from the child- 
ren of Israel. So much does God delight in 
showing mercy that he is well pleased with 
those that are instrumental in turning away 
his wrath. This is the best service we can 
do to our people; and we may contribute 
something towards it by our prayers, and by 
our endeavours in our places to bring the 
wickedness of the wicked to an end. (2.) The 
priesthood is entailed by covenant upon his 
family. It was designed him before, but 
now it was confirmed to him, and, which 
added much to the comfort and honour of it, 
it was made the recompence of his pious 
zeal, v. 12,13. It is here called an ever- 
lasting priesthood, because it should con- 
tinue to tie period of the Old-Testament 
dispensation, and should then have its per- 
fection and perpetuity in the unchangeable 
priesthood of Christ, who is consecrated for 
evermore. By the covenant of peace given 
him, some understand in general a promise 
of long life and prosperity, and all good; it 
seems rather to be meant particularly of the 
covenant of priesthood, for that is called the 
covenant of life and peace (Mal. ii. 5), and 
was made for the preservation of peace be- 
tween God and his people. Observe how 
the reward answered the service. By exe- 
cuting justice he had made an atonement for 
the children of Israel (v. 13), and therefore he 
and his shall henceforward be employed in 
making atonement by sacrifice. He was 
zealous for his God, and therefore he shall 
have the covenant of an everlasting priest- 
hood. Note, It is requisite that ministers 
should be not only for God, but zealous for 
God. It is required of them that they do 
more than others for the support and ad- 
vancement of the interests of God’s kingdom 
among men. 


16 And the Lor» spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 17 Vex the Midianites, 
and smite them: 18 For they vex you 
with their wiles, wherewith they have 
beguiled you in the matter of Peor, 
and in the matter of Cozhi, the daugh- 
ter of a prince of Midian, their sister, 
which was slain in the day of the 
plague for Peor’s sake. 


God had punished the Israelites for their 
sin with a plague; as a Father he corrected 
his own children with a rod. But we read 
nut that any of the Midianites died of the 
plague; God took another course with them, 
and punished them with the sword of an 
enemy, not with the rod of a father. 1. Moses, 
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NNI 
though the meekest man, and far from a 
spirit of revenge, is ordered to vex the Ai- 
dianites and smite them, v. 17. Note, We 
must set ourselves against that, whatever it 
is, which is an occasion of sin to us, though 
it be a right eye or aright hand that thus of- 
fends us, Matt. v. 29, 30. ‘This is that holy 
indignation and revenge which godly sorrow 
worketh, 2 Cor. vii. 11. 2. The reason given 
for the meditating of this revenge is because 
they ver you with their wiles, v. 18. Note, 
Whatever draws us to sin should be a vexa- 
tion to us, as a thorn in the flesh. The mis- 
chief which the Midianites did to Israel by 
enticing them to whoredom must be remem- 
bered and punished with as much severity as 
that which the Amalekites did in fighting 
with them when they came out of Egypt, 
Exod. xvii. 14. God will certainly reckon 
with those that do the devil’s work in tempt- 
ing men to sin, especially those that make 
Israel to sin. See further orders given in 
this matter, ch. xxxi. 2. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


This book is called Numbers, from the numberings of the children 
of Israel, of which it gives an account. Once they were num- 


The numbering of the people. 


bered at Mount Sinai, in the first year after they came ont of 
Egypt, which we had an account of, ch. i. and ii. And now a 
second time they were numbered iu the plains of Moab, jusi 
before they entered Canaan, and of th.s we have an account in 
this chapter. We have, l. Orders given for the doing of it, ver. 
1—4. Il. A register of the familes and numbers of each tribe 
(ver. 5—50), and the sum total, ver. 51. II]. Direction given to 
divide the land among them, ver. 52—56. IV. The families and 
numbers of the Levites by themselves, ver. 57—62. V. Notice 
taken of the fulfilling of the threatening in the death of all those 
that were first numbered (ver. 63—65), and to this there seems 
to have been a special regard in the taking and keeping of this 
acconut. 


ND it came to pass after the 
plague, that the Lorp spake 
unto Moses and unto Eleazar the son 
of Aaron the priest, saying, 2 Take 
the sum of all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, from twenty years 
old and upward, throughout their fa- 
thers’ house, all that are able to go to 
war in Israel. 3 And Moses and 
Eleazar the priest spake with them in 
the plains of Moab by Jordan near 
Jericho, saying, 4 Take the sum of 
the people, from twenty years old and 
upward; as the Lorp commanded 
Mosesand thechildren of Israel, which 
went forth out of the land of Egypt. 
Observe here, 1. That Moses did not num- 
ber the people but when God commanded 
him. David in his time did it without a 
command, and paid dearly for it. God was 
Israel’s king, and he would not have this act 
of authority done but by his express orders. 
Moses, perhaps, by this time, had heard of 
the blessing with which Balaam was con. 
strained, sorely against his will, to bless Is. 
rael, and particularly the notice he took of 
their numbers ; and he was sufficiently pleased 
with that general testimony borne to this in- 


stance of their strength and honour by an 
2y 689 


The nembering of the veople. 


adversary, though he knew not their num- 
bers exactly, till God now appointed him 
to take the sum of them. 2. Bleazar was 


oined in commission with him, as Aaron 
e been before, by which God honoured 
Eleazar before the elders of his people, 
and confirmed his succession. 3. lt was 
presently after the plague that this account 
was ordered to be taken, to show that 
though God had in justice contended with 
them by that sweeping pestilence, yet he 
had not made a full end, nor would he ut- 
terly cast them off. God’s Israel shall not 
be ruined, though it be severely rebuked. 4. 
They were now to go by the same rule that 
they had gone by in the former numbering, 
counting those only that were able to go 
forth to war, for this was the service now 
before them. 

5 Reuben, the eldest son of Israel: 
the children of Reuben; Hanoch, of 
whom cometh the family of the Ha- 
nochites: of Pallu, the family of the 
Palluites: 6 Of Hezron, the family of 
the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family 
of the Carmites. 7 These are the fa- 
milies of the Reubenites: and they 
that were numbered of them were 
forty and three thousand and seven 
hundred and thirty. 8 And the sons 
of Pallu; Ehab. 9 And the sons of 
Eliab; Nemuel, and Dathan and Abi- 
ram. This is that Dathan and Abiram, 
which were famous in the congrega- 
tion, who strove against Moses and 
against Aaron in the company of Ko- 
rah, when they strove against the 
Lorp: 10 And the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed them up toge- 
ther with Korah, when that company 
died, what time the fire devoured two 
hundred and fifty men: and they be- 
came a sign. 11 Notwithstanding the 
children of Korah died not. 12 The 
sons of Simeon after their families: of 
Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites: 
of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: 
of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites : 
13 Of Zerah, the family of the Zar- 
hites: of Shaul, the family of the 
Shaulites. 14 These are the families 
of the Simeonites, twenty and two 
thousand and two hundred. 15 The 
children of Gad after their families: 
of Zephon, the family of the Zephon- 
ites: of Haggi, the family of the Hag- 


gites: of Shuni, the family of the 


Shunites : 16 Of Ozni, the family of! had no sons, but daughters 
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the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the 
Erites: 17 Of Arod, the family of the 
Arodites: of Areli, the family of the 
Arelites. 18 These are the families 
of the children of Gad according to 
those that were numbered of them, 
forty thousand and five hundred. 19 
The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: 
and Er and Onan died in the land of 
Canaan. 20 And the sons of Judah 
after their families were; of Shelah, 
the family of the Shelanites: of Pha- 
rez, the family of the Parzites: of 
Zerah, the family of the Zarhites. 21 
And the sons of Pharez were; of 
Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: 
of Hamul, the family of the Hamul- 
ites. 22 These are the families of 
Judah according to those that were 
numbered of them, threescore and 
sixteen thousand and five hundred. 
23 Of the sons of Issachar after their 
families: of Tola, the family of the’ 
Tolaites: of Pua, the family of the 
Punites: 24 Of Jashub, the family 
of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the 
family of the Shimronites. 25 These 
are the families of Issachar according 
to those that were numbered of them, 
threescore and four thousand and 
three hundred. 26 Of the sons of 
Zebulun after their families: of Sered, 
the family of the Sardites: of Elon, 
the family of the Elomites: of Jah- 
leel, the family of the Jahleelites. 
27 These are the families of the Ze- 
bulunites according to those that were 
numbered of them, threescore thou- 
sand and five hundred. 28 The sons 
of Joseph after their families were 
Manasseh and Ephraim. 29 Of the 
sons of Manassch: of Machir, the fa- 
mily of the Machirites: and Machir 
begat Gilead: of Gilead come the fa- 
mily of the Gileadites. 30 These are 
the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the 
family of the Jeezerites: of Helek, 
the family of the Helekites: 31 And 
of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites: 
and of Shechem, the family of the 
Shechemites: 32 And of Shemida, 
the family of the Shemidaites: and of 
Hepher, the family of the Hepherites. 
33 And Zelophehad the son of Hepher 
and the 
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names of the daughters of Zelophehad! milies : of Jahzeel, the family of the 


were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. 34 These are the 
families of Manasseh, and those that 
were numbered of them, fifty and 
two thousand and seven hundred. 35 
These are the sons of Ephraim after 
their families: of Shuthelah, the fa- 
mily of the Shuthelahites : of Becher, 
the family of the Bachrites : of Tahan, 
the family of the Tahanites. 36 And 
these are the sons of Shuthelah: of 
Kran, the family of the Kranites. 37 
These are the families of the sons of 
Ephraim according to those that were 
numbered of them, thirty and two 
thousand and five hundred. These 
are the sons of Joseph after their fa- 
milies. 38 The sons of Benjamin 
after their families: of Bela, the fa- 
mily of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the 
family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, 
the family of the Ahiramites: 39 Of 
Shupham, the family of the Shupham- 
ites: of Hupham, the family of the 
Huphamites. 40 And the sons of 
Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, 
the family of the Ardites : and of Naa- 
man, the family of the Naamites. 41 
These are the sons of Benjamin after 
their families: and they that were 
numbered of them were forty and five 
thousand and six hundred. 42 These 
are the sons of Dan after their fami- 
lies: of Shuham, the family of the 
Shuhamites. These are the families 
of Dan after their families. 43 All 
the families of the Shuhamites, ac- 
cording to those that were numbered 
of them, were threescore and four 
thousand and four hundred. 44 Of 
the children of Asher after their fa- 
milies: of Jimna, the family of the 
Jimnites: of Jesui, the family of the 
Jesuites: of Beriah, the family of the 
Beriites. 45 Of the sons of Beriah: 
of Heber, the families of the Heber- 
ites: of Malchiel, the family of the 
Malchielites. 46 And the name of the 
daughter of Asher was Sarah. 47 
These are the families of the sons of 
Asher according to those that were 
numbered of them; who were fifty and 
three thousand and four hundred. 48 
Of the sons of Naphtali after their fa- 


Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family of 
the Gunites: 49 Of Jezer, the family 
of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the fa- 
mily of the Shillemites. 50 These 
are the families of Naphtali according 
to their families: and they that were 
numbered of them were forty and five 
thousand and four hundred. 51 These 
were the number of the children of 
Israel, six hundred thousand and a 
thousand seven hundred and thirty. 


This is the register of the tribes as they 
were now enrolled, in the same order that 
they were numbered in ch. i. Observe, 

I. The account that is here kept of the 
families of each tribe, which must not be 
understood of such as we call families, those 
that live in a house together, but such as 
were the descendants of the several sons of 
the patriarchs, by whose names, in honour 
of them, their posterity distinguished them- 
selves and one another. The families of the 
twelve tribes are thus numbered :—Of Dan 
but one, for Dan had but one son, and yet that 
tribe was the most numerous of all except 
Judah, v. 42,43. Its beginning was small, 
but its latter end greatly increased. Zebulun 
was divided into three families, Ephraim into 
four, Issachar into four, Naphtali into four, 
and Reuben into four ; Judah, Simeon, and 
Asher, had five families apiece, Gad and 
Benjamin seven apiece, and Manasseh eight. 
Benjamin brought ten sons into Egypt (Gen. 
xlvi. 21), but three of them, it seems, either 
died childless or their families were extinct, 
for here we find seven only of those names 
preserved, and that whole tribe none of the 
most numerous ; for Providence, in the build- 
ing up of families and nations, does not tie 
itself to probabilities. The barren hath borne 
seven, and she that hath many children has 
waxed feeble, 1 Sam. ii. 5. 

II. ‘The numbers of each tribe. And here 
our best entertainment will be to compare 
these nnmbers with those when they were 
numbered at Mount Sinai. The sum total was 
nearly the same; they were now 1820 fewer 
than they were then; yet seven of the tribes 
had increased in number. Judah had in- 
creased 1900, Issachar 9900, Zebulun 3100, 
Manasseh 20,500, Benjamin 10,200, Dan 
1700, and Asher 11,900. But the other five 
had decreased more than to balance that in- 
crease. Reuben had decreased 2770, Simeon 
37,100, Gad 5150, Ephraim 8000, and Naph- 
tali 8000. In this account we may observe, 
1. That all the three tribes that were en- 
camped under the standard of Judah, who 
was the ancestor of Christ, had increased, for 
his church shall be edified and multiplied. 
2. That none of the tribes had increased so 
much as that of Manasseh, which in the 
former account was the smallest of all the 
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tribes, only 32,200, while here it is one of the 
most considerable ; and that of his brother 
Ephraim, which there was numerous, is here 
oneoftheleast. Jacob had crossed hands upon 
their heads, and had preferred Ephraim be- 
fore Manasseh, which perhaps the Ephraim- 
ites had prided themselves too much in, 
and had trampled upon their brethren the 
Manassites; but, when the Lord saw that 
Manasseh was despised, he thus multiplied 
him exceedingly, for it is his glory to help 
the weakest, and raise up those that are cast 
down. 3. That none of the tribes decreased 
so much as Simeon did; from 59,300, it 
sunk to 22,200, little more than a third part 
of what it was. One whole family of that 
tribe (namely Ohad, mentioned Exod. vi. 15) 
was extinct in the wilderness. Hence Simeon 
is not mentioned in Moses’s blessing (Deut. 
xxxii.), and the lot of that tribe in Canaan 
was inconsiderable, only a canton out of 
Judah’s lot, Josh. xix. 9. Some conjecture 
that most of those 24,000 who were cut off 
by the plague for the iniquity of Peor were of 
that tribe ; for Zimri, who was a ringleader 
in that iniquity, was a prince of that tribe, 
many of whom therefore were influenced by 
his example to follow his pernicious ways. 
III. In the account of the tribe of Reuben 
mention is made of the rebellion of Dathan 
and Abiram, who were of that tribe, in con- 
federacy with Korah a Levite, v. 9—11. 
Though the story had been largely related 
but a few chapters before, yet here it comes 
in again, as fit to be had in remembrance and 
thought of by posterity, whenever they looked 
into their pedigree and pleased themselves 
with the antiquity of their families and the 
glory of their ancestors, that they inight call 
themselves a seed of evil doers. Two things 
are here said of them :—1. That they had been 
famous in the congregation, v. 9. Probably 
they were remarkable for their ingenuity, 
activity, and fitness for business :— That Da- 
than aud Abiram that might have been 
advanced in due time under God and Moses; 
but their ambitious spirits put them upon 
striving against God and Moses, and when 
they quarrelled with the one they quarrelled 
with the other. And what was the issue? 
2. Those that might have been famous were 
made infamous: they became a sign, v. 10. 
They were made monuments of divine jus- 
tice; God, in their ruin, showed himself 
glorious in holiness, and so they were set up 
for a warning to all others, in all ages, to take 
heed of treading in the steps of their pride and 
rebellion. Notice ishere taken of the preserva- 
tion of the children of Korah (w. 11); they died 
not, as the children of Dathan and Abiram did, 
doubtless because they kept themselves pure 
from the infection, and would not join, no, 
not with their own father, in rebellion. If 
we partake not of the sins of sinners, we shall 
not partake of their plagues. These sons of 
Korah were afterwards, in their posterity, 
Sea serviceable to the church, being em- 
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ployed by David as singers in the house of 
the Lord; hence many psalms are said to be 
for the sous of Korah : and perhaps they were 
made to bear his name so long after, rather 
than the name of any other of their ancestors, 
for warning to themselves, and as an instance 
of the power of God, which brought those 
choice fruits even out of that bitter root. The 
children of families that have been stigma- 
tized should endeavour, by their eminent vir- 
tues, to roll away the reproach of their fathers. 


52 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 53 Unto these the land 
shall be divided for an inheritance ac- 
cording to the number of names. 54 
To many thou shalt give the more 
inheritance, and to few thou shalt give 
the less inheritance: to every one 
shall his inheritance be given accord- 
ing to those that were numbered of 
him. 55 Notwithstanding the land 
shall be divided by lot: according to 
the names of the tribes of their fa- 
thers they shall inherit. 56 According 
to the lot shall the possession thereof 
be divided between many and few. 


If any ask why such a particular account 
is kept of the tribes, and families, and num- 
bers, of the people of Israel, here is an answer 
for them; as they were multiplied, so they 
were portioned, not by common providence, 
but by promise; and, for the support of the 
honour of divine revelation, God will have 
the fulfilling of the promise taken notice of 
both in their increase and in their inheritance. 
When Moses had numbered the people God 
did not say, By these shall the land be con- 
quered ; but, taking that for granted, he tells 
him, Unto these shall the land be divided. 
“'These that are now registered as the sons of 
Israel shall be admitted (as it were by copy 
of court-roll) heirs of the land of Canaan.” 
Now, in the distributing, or quartering, of 
these tribes, 1. The general rule of equity is 
here prescribed to Moses, that to many he 
should give more, and to few he should give 
less (v. 54); yet, alas! he was so far froin 
giving any to others that he must not have 
any himself, but this direction given to him 
was intended for Joshua his successor. 2. 
The application of this general rule was to be 
determined by lot (v. 55); notwithstanding it 
seems thus to be left to the prudence of their 
prince, yet the matter must be finally reserved 
to the providence of their God, in which they 
must all acquiesce, how much soever it 
contradicted their policies or inclinations : 
Accordiug to the lot shall the possession be 
divided. . As the God of nations, so the God 
of Israelin particular, reserves it to himself 
to appoint the bounds of our habitation. And 
thus Christ, our Joshua, when he was urged 
to appoint one of his disciples to his right 
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hand, and another to his left in his kingdom, 
acknowledged the sovereignty of his Father 
in the disposal: Jé is uot mine to give. Joshua 
must not dispose of inheritances in Canaan 
according to his own mind. But i shall be 
given to those for whom it is prepared of my 
Father. 

57 And these are they that were 
numbered of the Levites after their 
families: of Gershon, the family of 
the Gershonites: of Kohath, the fa- 
mily of the Kohathites: of Merari, 
the family of the Meranites. 58 These 
are the families of the Levites: the 
family of the Libnites, the family of 
the Hebronites, the family of the 
Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, 
the family of the Korathites. And 
Kohath begat Amram. 59 And the 
name of Amram’s wife was Jochebed, 
the daughter of Levi, whom her mo- 
ther bare to Levi in Egypt: and she 
bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, 
and Miriam their sister. GUO And unto 
Aaron was born Nadab, and Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 61 And Nadab 
and Abihu died, when they offered 
strange fire before the Lorp. 62 And 
those that were numbered of them 
were twenty and three thousand, all 
males from a month old and upward : 
for they were not numbered among 
the children of Israel, because there 
was no inheritance given them among | 
the children of Israel. 

Levi was God’s tribe, a tribe that was to 
have no inheritance with the rest in the land 
of Canaan, and therefore was not numbered 
with the rest, but by itself; so it had been 
numbered in the beginning of this book at 
Mount Sinai, and therefore came not under 
the sentence passed upon all that were then 
numbered, that none of them should enter 
Canaan but Caleb and Joshua; for of the 
Levites that were not numbered with them, 
nor were to go forth to war, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, and perhaps others who were above 
twenty years old then (as appears, ch. iv. 16, 
28), entered Canaan ; and yet this tribe, now 
at its second numbering, had increased but 
1000, and was still one of the smallest tribes. 
Mention is made here of the death of Nadab 
and Abihu for offering strange fire, as before 
of the sin and punishment of Korah, because 
these things happened to them for ensamples. 

63 These are they that were num- 
bered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, 
who numbered the children of Israel 
in the plains of Moab by Jordan near 
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Jericho. 64 But among these there 
was not a man of them whom Moses 
and Aaron the priest numbered, when 
they numbered the children of Israel 
in the wilderness of Sinai. 65 For 
the Lorp had said of them, They 
shall surely die in the wilderness. 
And there was not left a man of them, 
save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
and Joshua the son of Nun. 

That which is observable in this conclusion 
of the account is the execution of the sentence 
passed upon the murmurers (ch. xiv. 29), 
that not one of those who were numbered from 
twenty years old and upwards (and that the 
Levites were not, but either from a month 
old or from thirty years old to fifty) should 
enter Canaan, except Caleb and Joshua. In 
the muster now made particular directions, 
no doubt, were given to those of each tribe 
that were employed in taking the account, to 
compare these rolls with the former, and to 
observe whether there were any now left of 
those that were numbered at Mount Sinai, 
and it appeared that there was not one man 
numbered now that was numbered then except 
Caleb and Joshua, v. 64,65. Hereinappeared, 
1. The righteousness of God, and his faith- 
fulness to his threatenings, when once the 
decree has gone forth. He swore in his wrath, 
and what he had sworn he performed. Better 
all those carcases, had they been ten times 
as many, should fall to the ground, than the 
word of God. ‘Though the rising generation 
was mixed with them, and many of the guilty 
and condemned criminals long survived the 
sentence, even to the last year of the forty, yet 
they were cut off by some means or other 
before this muster was made. Those whom 
God has condemned cannot escape either by 
losing themselves in a crowd or by the delay 
of execution. 2. The goodness of God to 
this people, notwithstanding their provoca- 
tions. ‘Though that murmuring race was cut 
off, yet God raised up another generation, 
which was as numerous as they, that, though 
they perished, yet the name of Israel might 
not be cut off, lest the inheritance of the 
promise should be lost for want of heirs. 
And, though the number fell a little short of 
what it was at Mount Sinai, yet those now 
numbered had this advantage, that they were 
all middle-aged men, between twenty and 
sixty, in the prime of their time for service ; 
and during the thirty-eight years of their 
wandering and wasting in the wilderness 
they had an opportunity of acquainting them- 
selves with the laws and ordinances of God, 
having no business, civil or military, to divert 
them from those sacred studies, and having 
Moses and Aaron to instruct them, and God’s 
good Spirit, Neh. ix. 20. 3. The truth of 
God, in performing his promise made to 
Caleb and Joshua. ‘They were to be pre- 
served from falling in this common ruin, and 
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they were so. ‘The arrows of death, though 
they fly in the dark, do not fly at random, 
even when they fly thickest, but are directed 
to the mark intended, and no other. All 
that are written among the living shall have 
their lives given them for a prey, in the most 
dangerous times. Thousands may fall on 
their right hand, and ten thousands on their 
left, but they shall escape. 
CHAP. XXVII. 


Here is, 1. The case of Zelophehad’s daughters determined, ver. 
1—11. IL. Notice given to Moses of his death approaching, ver. 
32—14. IL. Provision made of a successur in the government, 
1. By the prayer of Moses, ver. 15—17. 2. By the appointment 
of God, ver. 19, &e. 


YWNUEN came the daughters of Ze- 

lophehad, the son of Hepher, the 
son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the 
son of Manasseh, of the families of 
Manasseh the son of Joseph: and 
these are the names of his daughters; 
Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. 2 And they stood 
before Moses, and before Eleazar the 
priest, and before the princes and all 
the congregation, by the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, saying, 
3 Our father died in the wilderness, 
and he was not in the company of 
them that gathered themselves toge- 
ther against the Lorp in the com- 
pany of Korah; but died in his own 
sin, and had no sons. 4 Why should 
the name of our father be done away 
from among his family, because he 
hath no son? Give unto us therefore 
a possession among the brethren of 
our father. 5 And Moses brought 
their cause before the Lorp. 6 And 
the Lorp spake unto Moses, saying, 
7 The daughters of Zelophehad speak 
right: thou shalt surely give them a 
possession of an inheritance among 
their father’s brethren , and thou shalt 
cause the inheritance of their father 
to pass unto them. 8 And thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel, say- 
ing, If a man die, and have no son, 
then he shall cause his inheritance to 
pass unto his daughter. 9 And if he 
have no daughter, then ye shall give 
his inheritance unto his brethren. 10 
And if he have no brethren, then ye 
shall give his inheritance unto his fa- 
ther’s brethren. 11 And if his father 
have nobrethren, then ye shall give his 
inheritance unto his kinsman that is 
next to him of his family, and he shall 
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children of Israel a statute of judg 
ment,as the Lorn commanded Moses. 


Mention is made of the case of these 
danghters of Zelophehad in the chapter 
before, v. 33. It should seem, by the par- 
ticular notice taken of it, that it was a singular 
case, and that the like did not at this time 
occur in all Israel, that the head of a family 
had no sons, but daughters only. Their 
case is again debated (ch. xxxvi.) upon another 
article of it; and, according to the judgments 
given in their case, we find them put in pos- 
session, Josh. xvii. 3,4. One would suppose 
that their personal character was such as 
added weight to their case, and caused it to be 
so often taken notice of. 

Here is, I. Their case stated by themselves, 
and their petition upon it presented to the 
highest court of judicature, which consisted 
of Moses as king, the princes as lords, and 
the congregation, or elders of the people 
who were chosen their representatives, as the 
commons, v. 2. This august assembly sat 
near the door of the tabernacle, that in diff- 
cult cases they might consult the oracle. To 
them these young ladies made their applica- 
tion; for it is the duty of magistrates to de- 
Jend the fatherless, Ps. lxxxii. 3. We find 
not that they had any advocate to speak for 
them, but they managed their own cause in- 
geniously enough, which they could do the 
better because it was plain and honest, and 
spoke for itself. Now observe, 

1. What it is they petition for: That they 
might have a possession in the land of Ca- 
naan, among the brethren of their father, v. 4. 
What God had said to Moses (ch. xxvi. 53) 
he had faithfully made known to the people, 
that the land of Canaan was to be divided 
among those that were now numbered; these 
daughters knew that they were not numbered, 
and therefore by this rule must expect no in- 
heritance, and the family of their father must 
be looked upon as extinct, and written child- 
less, though he had all these daughters: this 
they thought hard, and therefore prayed to 
be admitted heirs to their father, and to have 
an inheritance in his right. If they had had 
a brother, they would not have applied to 
Moses (as one did to Christ, Luke xii. 13) for 
an order to inherit with him. But, having 
no brother, they beg for a possession. Herein 
they discovered, (1.) A strong faith in the 
power and promise of God concerning the 
giving of the land of Canaan to Israel. 
Though it was yet unconquered, untouched, 
and in the full possession of the natives, yet 
they petition for their share in it as if it were 
all their own already. See Ps. lx. 6,7, God 
has spoken in his holiness, and then Gilead is 
mine, Manasseh is mine. (2.) An earnest de- 
sire of a place and name in the land of pro- 
mise, which was a type of heaven; and if 
they had, as some think, an eye to that, and 
by this clann laid hold on eternal life, they 


possess it: and it shall be unto the | were five wise virgins indeed; and their ex- 
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ample should quicken us with all possible 
diligence to make sure our title to the hea- 
venly inheritance, in the disposal of which, 
by the covenant of grace, no difference is 
made between male and female, Gal. iii. 28. 
(3.) A true respect and honour for their fa- 
ther, whose name was dear and precious to 
them now that he was gone, and they were 
therefore solicitous that it should not be done 
away from among his family. There is a debt 
which children owe to the memory of their 
parents, required by the fifth commandment: 
Honour thy father and mother. 

2. What their plea is: That their father 
did not die under any attainder which might 
be thought to have corrupted his blood and 
forfeited his estate, but he died in his own sin 
(v. 3}, not engaged in any mutiny or rebellion 
against Moses, particularly not in that of 
Korah and his company, nor.in any way 
concerned in the sins of others, but charge- 
able only with the common iniquities of man- 
kind, for which to his own Master he was to 
stand or fall, but laid not himself open to any 
judicial process before Moses and the princes. 
He was never convicted of any thing that 
might be a bar to his children’s claim. Itis 
a comfort to parents, when they come to die, 
if, though they smart themselves for their 
own sin, yet they are not conscious to them- 
selves of any of those iniquities which God 
visits upon the children. 

IJ. Their case determined by the divine 
oracle. Moses did not presume to give 
judgment himself, because, though their pre- 
tensions seemed just and reasonable, yet his 
express orders were to divide the land among 
those that were numbered, who were the 


males only; he therefore brings their cause} 


before the Lord, and waits for his decision 
(v. 5), and God himself gives judgment upon 
it. He takes cognizance of the affairs, not 
only of nations, but of private families, and 
orders them in judgment, according to the 
counsel of his own will. 1. The petition is 
granted (v. 7): They speak right, give them a 
possession. Those that seek an inheritance 
in the land of promise shall have what they 
seek, and other things shall be added to them. 
These are claims which God will countenance 
and crown. 2. The point is settled for all 
future occasions. These daughters of Zelo- 
phehad consulted, not only their own com- 
fort and the credit of their family, but the 
honour and happiness of their sex likewise; 
for on this particular occasion a general law 
was made that, in case a man had no son, his 
estate should go to his daughters (v. 8); not 
to the eldest, as the eldest son, but to them 
all in copartnership, share and share alike. 
Those that in such a case deprive their 
daughters of their right, purely to keep up 
the name of their family, unless a valuable 
consideration be allowed them, may make the 
entail of their lands surer than the entail of 
a blessing with them. Further directions are 
given forthe disposal of inheritances, v. 9—11. 


CHESA VII. 


Moses warned of his death 


“Ifa man have no issue at all, his estate shall 
go to his brethren; if no brethren, then to 
his father’s brethren; and, if there be no 
such, then to his next kinsman.” With this 
the rules of our law exactly agree: and 
though the Jewish doctors here will have it 
understood that if a man have no children 
his estate shall go to his father, if living, be- 
fore his brethren, yet there is nothing of that 
in the law, and our common law has an ex- 
press rule against it, That an estate cannot 
ascend lineally ; so that if a person purchase 
lands in fee-simple, and die without issue in 
the life-time of his father, his father cannot 
be his heir. See how God makes heirs, and 
in his disposal we must acquiesce. 


12 And the Lorp said unto Moses, 
Get thee up into this mount Abarim, 
and see the land which I have given 
unto the children of Israel. 13 And 
when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt 
be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron 
thy brother was gathered. 14 Ior ye 
rebelled against my commandment in 
the desert of Zin, in the strife of the 
congregation, to sanctify me at the 
water before their eyes: that is the 
water of Meribah in Kadesh in the 


wilderness of Zin. 

Here, 1. God tells Moses of his fault, 
his speaking unadvisedly with his lips at the 
waters of strife, where he did not express, so 
carefully as he ought to have done, a regard 
to the honour both of God and Israel, v. 14. 
Though Moses was a servant of the Lord, a 
faithful servant, yet once he rebelled against 
God’s commandment, and failed in his duty ; 
and though a very honourable servant, and 
highly favoured, yet he shall hear of his mis- 
carriage, and all the world shall hear of it too, 
again and again; for God will show his dis- 
pleasure against sin, even in those that are 
nearest and dearest to him. Those that are 
in reputation for wisdom and honour have need 
to be constantly careful of their words and 
ways, lest at any time they say or do that 
which may be a diminution to their comfort, 
or to their credit, or both, a great while after. 
2. IIe tells Moses of his death. His death 
was the punishment of his sin, and yet notice 
is given him of it in such a manner as might 
best serve to sweeten and mollify the sentence, 
and reconcile him to it. (1.) Moses must 
die, but he shall first have the satisfaction of 
seeing the land of promise, v. 12. God did 
not intend with this sight of Canaan to tan- 
talize him, or upbraid him with his folly in 
doing that which cut him short of it, nor had 
it any impression of that kind upon hin, but 
God appointed it and Moses accepted it as a 
favour, his sight (we have reason to think) 
being wonderfully strengthened and enlarged 
to take such a full and distinct view of it as 
did abundantly gratify his innocent curiosity. 
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Joshua named as Moses’s successor. 
This sight of Canaan signified his believing 
prospect of the better country, that is, the 
heavenly, which is very comfortable to dying 
saints. (2.) Moses must die, but death does 
not vut him off; it only gathers him to his 
people, brings him to rest with the holy pa- 
triarchs that had gone before him. Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob, were his people, the 
people of his choice and love, and to them 
death gathered him. (3.) Moses must die, 
but only as Aaron died before him, v. 13. 
And Moses had seen how easily and cheer- 
fully Aaron had put off the priesthood first 
and then the body; let not Moses therefore 
be afraid of dying; it was but to be gathered 
to his people, as Aaron was gathered. ‘Thus 
the death of our near and dear relations should 
be improved by us, [1.] As an engagement 
to us to think often of dying. We are not 
better than our fathers or brethren; if they 
are gone, we are going; if they are gathered 
already, we must be gathered very shortly. 
[2.] As an encouragement to us to think of 
death without terror, and even to please our- 
selves with the thoughts of it. It is but to 
die as such and such died, if we live as they 
lived; and their end was peace, they finished 
their course with joy; why then should we 
fear any evil in that melancholy valley ? 

15 And Moses spake unto the 
Lorp, saying, 16 Let the Lorp, the 
God of the spirits of all flesh, set a 
man over the congregation, 17 Which 
may go out before them, and which 
may go in before them, and which 
may lead them out, and which may 
bring them in; that the congregation 
of the Lorp be not as sheep which 
have no shepherd. 18 And the Lorp 
said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua 
the son of Nun, a man in whom is the 
spirit, and lay thine hand upon him; 
19 And set him before Eleazar the 
priest, and before all the congrega- 
tion; and give him a charge in their 
sight. 20 And thou shalt put some 
of thine honour upon him, that all 
the congregation of the children of 
Israel may be obedient. 21 And he 
shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 
who shall ask counsel for him after 
the judgment of Urim before the 
Lorp: at his word shall they go out, 
and at his word they shall come in, 
both he, and all the children of Is- 
rael with him, even all the congrega- 
tion. 22 And Moses did as the Lorp 
commanded him: and he took Joshua, 
and set him before Eleazar the priest, 
and before all the congregation: 23 
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And he laid his hands upon him, and 
gave him a charge as the Lorp com- 
manded by the hand of Moses. 


Iere, I. Moses prays for a successor. 
When God had told him that he must die, 
though it appears elsewhere that he solicited 
for a reprieve for himself (Deut. iii. 24, 25), 
yet, when this could not be obtained, he 
begged earnestly that the work of God might 
be carried on, though he might not have the 
honour of finishing it. Envious spirits do 
not love their successors, but Moses was not 
one of these. We should concern ourselves, 
both in our prayers and in our endeavours, 
for the rising generation, that religion may 
flourish, and the interests of God’s kingdom 
among men may be maintained and advanced, 
when we are in our graves. In this prayer 
Moses expresses, 1. A tender concern for the 
people of Israel: That the congregation of the 
Lord be not as sheep which have no shepherd. 
Our Saviour uses this comparison in his 
compassions for the people when they wanted 
good ministers, Matt. ix. 36. Magistrates 
and ministers are the shepherds of a people; 
if these be wanting, or be not as they should 
be, people are apt to wander and be scattered 
abroad, are exposed to enemies, and in danger 
of wanting food and of hurting one another, 
as sheep having no shepherd. 2. A believing 
dependence upon God, as the God of the 
spirits of ali flesh. He is both the former 
and the searcher of spirits, and therefore can 
either find men fit or make them fit to serve 
his purposes, for the good of his church. 
Moses prays to God, not to send an angel, 
but to set a man over the congregation, that 
is, to nominate and appoint one whom he 
would qualify and own as ruler of his people 
Israel. Before God gave this blessing to Is- 
rael, he stirred up Moses to pray forit: thus 
Christ, before he sent forth his apostles, called 
to those about him żo pray the Lord of the 
harvest that he would send forth labourers into 
his harvest, Matt. ix. 38. 

II. God, in answer to his prayer, appoints 
him a successor, even Joshua, who had long 
since signalized himself by his courage in 
fighting Amalek, his humility in ministering 
to Moses, and his faith and sincerity in wit- 
nessing against the report of the evil spies; 
this is the man whom God pitches upon to 
succeed Moses: A man in whom is the Spirit, 
the Spirit of grace (he is a good man, fearing 
God and hating covetousness, and acting 
from principle), the spirit of government (he 
is fit to do the work and discharge the trusts 
of his place), a spirit of condnet and courage ; 
and he had also the spirit of prophecy, for 
the Lord often spoke unto him, Josh. iv. 1; 
vi. 2; vii. 10. Now here, 

1. God directs Moses how to secure the 
succession to Joshua. (1.) He must ordain 
him: Lay thy hand upon him, v.18. This 
was done in token of Moses’s transferring the 
government to him, as the laying of hands 
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on the sacrifice put the offering in the place 
and stead of the offerer; also in token of 
God’s conferring the blessing of the Spirit 
upon him, which Moses obtained by prayer. 
It is said (Dent. xxxiv. 9), Joshua was full of 
the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his 
hands on him. This rite of imposing hands 
we find used in the New Testament in the 
setting apart of gospel ministers, denoting a 
solemn designation of them to the office and 
an earnest desire that God would qualify them 
for it and own them in it. It is the offering 
of them to Christ and his church for living 
sacrifices. (2.) He must present him to Elea- 
zar and the people, set him before them, that 
they might know him to be designed of God 
for this great trust and consent to that de- 
signation. (3.) He must give him a charge, 
v.19. He must be charged with the people 
of Israel, who were delivered into his hand 
as sheep into the hand of a shepherd, and for 
whom he must be accountable. He must be 
strictly charged to do his duty to them; 
though they were under his command, he 
was under God’s command, and from him 
must receive charge. ‘The highest must 
know that there is a higher than they. This 
charge must be given him in their sight, that 
it might be the more affecting to Joshua, and 
that the people, seeing the work and care of 
their prince, might be the more engaged to 
assist and encourage him. (4.) He must put 
some of his honour upon him, v. 20. Joshua 
at the most had but some of the honour of 
Moses, and in many instances came short of 
him; but this seems to be meant of his taking 
him now, while he lived, into partnership 
with him in the government and admitting 
him to act with authority as his assistant. 
It is an honour to be employed for God and 
his church; some of this honour must be 
put upon Joshua, that the people, being used 
to obey him while Moses lived, might the 
more cheerfully do it afterwards. (5.) He 
must appoint Eleazar the high priest, with 
his breast-plate of judgment, to be his privy- 
council (v. 21): He shall stand before Eleazar, 
by him to consult the oracle, ready to receive 
and observe all the instructions that should 
be given him by it. This was a direction to 
Joshua. Though he was full of the Spirit, 
and had all this honour put upon him, yet 
he must do nothing without asking counsel 
of God, not leaning to his own understand- 
ing. It was also a great encouragement to 
him. ‘To govern Israel, and to conquer Ca- 
naan, were two hard tasks, but God assures 
him that in both he should be under a divine 
conduct; and in every difficult case God 
would advise him to that which should be 
for the best. Moses had recourse to the 
oracie of God himself, but Joshua and the 
succeeding judges must use the ministry of 
the high priest, and consult the judgment of 
arim, which, the Jews say, might not be en- 
quired of but by the king or the head of the 
sanhedrim, or by the agent or representative 
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of the people, for them, and in their name. 
Thus the government of Israel was now 
purely divine, for both the designation and 
direction of their princes were entirely so. 
At the word of the priest, according to the 
judgment of urim, Joshua and all Israel must 
go out and come in ; and no doubt God, who 
thus guided, would preserve both their going 
out and their coming in. Those are safe, 
and may be easy, that follow God, and in all 
their ways acknowledge him. 

2. Moses does according to these direc- 
tions, v. 22, 23. He cheerfully ordained 
Joshua, (1.) Though it was a present lessen- 
ing to himself, and amounted almost to a 
resignation of the government. He was very 
willing that the people should look off from 
him, and gaze on the rising sun. (2.) Though 
it might appear a perpetual slur upon his 
family. .It would not have been so much his 
praise if he had thus resigned his honour to 
a son of his own; but with his own hands 
first to ordain Eleazar high priest, and then 
Joshua, one of another tribe, chief ruler, 
while his own children had no preferment at 
all, but were left in the rank of common Le- 
vites, this was such an instance of self-denial 
and submission to the will of God as was 
more his glory than the highest advancement 
of his family could have been ; for it confirms 
his character as the meekest man upon earth, 
and faithful to him that appointed him in all 
his house. This (says the excellent bishop 
Patrick) shows him to have had a principle 
which raised him above all other lawgivers, 
who always took care to establish their fami- 
lies in some share of that greatness which 
they themselves possessed; but hereby it 
appeared that Moses acted not from himself, 
because he acted not for himself. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 


Now that the people were numbered, orders given for the dividing 
of the land, and a general of the forces uominated and commis- 
sioned, one would have expected that the next chapter should 
begin the history of the campaign, or at least should give 
ns an account of the ordinances of war; no, it contains the 
ordinances of worship, and provides that now, as they were 
on the point of entermg Canaan, they should he sure to take 
their religion along with them, and not forget this, in the prose- 
ention of their wars, ver. 1,2. The laws are here repeated and 
summed up concerning the sacrifices that were to be offered, 1 
Daily, ver. 3—83. II. Weekly, ver. 9, 10. III. Monthly, ver. 
1i—15. IV. Yearly. 1. At the passover, ver. 16—25. 2. At pen- 
tecost, ver. 26—31. And the next chapter 18 concerning the 
annual solemuities of the seventh month. 


ND the Lorn spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Command the child- 

ren of Israel, and say unto them, My 
offering, and my bread for my sacri- 
fices made by fire, for a sweet savour 
unto me, shall ye observe to offer 
unto me in their due season. 3 And 
thou shalt say unto them, This és the 
offering made by fire which ye shall 
offer unto the Lorn; two lambs of 
the first year without spot day by day, 
for a continual burnt offering. 4 The 
one lamb shalt thou offer in the morn- 
ing, and the other lamb apat thou 
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offer at even; 5 Anda tenth part of 
an ephah of flour for a meat offering, 
mingled with the fourth part of a 
hin of beaten oil. 6 Itis a continual 
burnt offering, which was ordained in 
mount Sinai for a sweet savour, a sa- 


= 


crifice made by fire unto the Lorn. 7 
And the drink offering thereof shall 
be the fourth part of a hin for the 
one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou 
cause the strong wine to be poured 
unto the Lorp for a drink offering. 
S And the other lamb shalt thou offer 


at even: as the meat offering of the 


morning, and as the drink offering 
thereof, thou shalt offer if, a sacrifice 
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 


the Lorp. 

Here is, I. A general order given concern- 
ing the offerings of the Lord, which were to 
be brought in their season, v. 2. These laws 
are here given afresh, not because the ob- 
servance of them was wholly disused during 
their thirty-eight years’ wandering in the 
wilderness (we cannot think that they were 
so long without any public worship, but that 
at least the daily lamb was offered morning 
and evening, and doubled on the sabbath 
day ; so bishop Patrick conjectures) ; but that 
many of the sacrifices were then omitted is 
plainly intimated, Amos v. 25, quoted by 
Stephen, Acts vii. 42. Did you offer unto me 
sacrifices and offerings in the wilderness forty 
years, O house of Israel? It is implied, 
“No, you did not.” But, whether the course 
of sacrifices had been interrupted or no, God 
saw fit now to repeat the law of sacrifices, 
1. Because this was a new generation of men, 
that were most of them unborn when the 
former laws were given; therefore, that they 
might be left without excuse, they have not 
only these laws written, to be read to them, 
but again repeated from God himself, and 
put into a less compass and a plainer method. 
2. Because they were now entering upon 
war, and might be tempted to think that 
while they were engaged in that they should 
be excused from offering sacrifices. Inter 
arma silent leges—law 1s little regarded amidst 
the clash of arms. No, says God, my bread 
for my sacrifices even now shall you observe to 
offer, and that iz the due season. ‘They were 
peculiarly concerned to keep their peace with 
God when they were at war with their ene- 
mies. In the wilderness they were solitary, 
and quite separate from all other people, and 
therefore there they needed not so much 
their distinguishing badges, nor would their 
omission of sacrifices be so scandalous as 
when they came into Canaan, when they 
mingled with other people. 3. Because pos- 
session was now to be given them of the 
land of promise, that land flowing with milk 
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and honey, where they would have plenty | 
of all good things. “Now” (says God), 
“when you are feasting yourselves, forget 
not to offer the bread of your God.” Ca- > 
naan was given to them upon this condition, 
that they should observe God’s statutes, Ps 
ev. 44, 45. 

II. The particular law of the daily sacri- 
fice, a lamb in the morning and a lamb in the 
evening, which, for the constancy of it as 
duly as the day came, is called a continual 
burnt-offering (v. 3), which intimates that 
when we are bidden to pray always, and to 
pray without ceasing, it is intended that at 
least every morning and every evening we 
offer up our solemn prayers and praises to 
God. ‘This is said to be ordained in Moum 
Sinai w. 6), when the other laws were given. 
The institution of it we have, Exod. xxix. 38. 
Nothing is here added in the repetition of 
the law, but that the wine to he poured ont 
in the drink-offering is ordered to be strong 
wine (v. 7), the richest and most generous 
and best-bodied wine they could get. Though 
it was to be poured out upon the altar, and 
not drunk (they therefore might be ready to 
think the worst would serve to be so thrown 
away), yet God requires the strongest, to 
teach us to serve God with the best we have. 
The wine must be strong (says Ainsworth) 
because it wasa figure of the blood of Christ, 
the memorial of which is still left to the 
church in wine, and of the blood of the mar- 
tyrs, which was poured out as a drink-offer- 
ing upon the sacrifice and service of our fuith, 
Pil an F7. 

9 And on the sabbath day two 
lambs of the first year without spot, 
and two tenth deals of flour for a 
meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
the drink offering thereof: 10 This is 
the burnt offering of every sabbath, 
beside the continual burnt offering, 
and his drink offering, 11 And in 
the beginnings of your months ye 
shall offer a burnt offering unto the 
Lorp; two young bullocks, and one 
ram, seven lambs of the first year 
without spot; 12 And three tenth 
deals of flour for a meat offering, 
mingled with oil, for one bullock; and 
two tenth deals of flour for a meat 
offering, mingled with oil, for one ram; 
13 And a several tenth deal of flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering 
unto one lamb; for a burnt offering 
of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by 
fire unto the Lorp. 14 And their 
drink offerings shall be half a hin of 
wine unto a bullock, and the third 
part of a hin unto a ram, and a fourth 
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part of a hin unto a lamb: this is the 
burnt offering of every month through- 
out the months of the year. 15 And 
one kid of the goats for a sin offering 
unto the Lorp shall be offered, be- 
side the continual burnt offering, and 
his drink offering. 


The new moons and the sabbaths are often 
spoken of together, as great solemnities in 
the Jewish church, very comfortable to the 
saints then, and typical of gospel grace. 
Now we have here the sacrifices appointed, 
L. For the sabbaths. Every sabbath day the 
offering must be doubled; besides the two 
lambs offered for the daily burnt-offering, 
there must be two more offered, one (it is 
probable) added to the morning sacrifice, and 
the other to the evening, v. 9, 10. This 
teaches us to double our devotions on sabbath 
days, for so the duty of the day requires. 
The sabbath rest is to be observed, in order 
to a more close application to the sabbath 
work, which ought to fill up sabbath time. 
In Ezekiel’s temple-service, which points at 
gospel times, the sabbath offerings were to 
be six lambs and a ram, with their meat- 
offerings and drink-offerings (Ezek. xlvi. 4, 
5), to intimate not only the continuance, but 
the advancement, of sabbath sanctification 
in the days of the Messiah. This is the 
burnt-offering of the sabbath in his sabbath, so 
it is in the original, v.10. We must do every 
sabbath day’s work in its day, studying to 
redeem every minute of sabbath time as 
those that believe it precious ; and not think- 
ing to put off one sabbath’s work to another, 
for sufficient to every sabbath is the service 
thereof. 2. For the new moons. Some 
suggest that, as the sabbath was kept with 
an eye to the creation of the world, so the new 
moons were sanctified with an eye to the 
divine providence, which appoints the moon 
for seasons, guiding the revolutions of time 
by its changes, and governing sublunary 
bodies (as many think) by its influences. 
Though we observe not any feast of new 
moons, yet we must not forget to give God 
the glory of all the precious things put forth 
by the moon, which he has established for 
ever, a faithful witness in heaven, Ps. lxxxix. 
37. The offerings in the new moons were 
very considerable, two bullocks, a ram, and 
seven lambs, with the meat-offerings and 
drink-offerings that were to attend them 
(w. 11, &c.), besides a sin-offering, v. 15. 
For, when we give glory to God by confess- 
ing his mercies, we must give glory to him 
likewise by confessing our own sins; and, 
when we rejoice in the gifts of common pro- 
vidence, we must make the sacrifice of Christ, 
that great gift of special grace, the fountain 
and spring-head of our joy. Some have 
questioned whether the new moons were to 
be reckoncd among their feasts; but why 
should they not, when, besides the special 
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sacrifices which were then to be offered, they 
rested from servile works (Amos viii. 5), blew 
the trumpets (ch. x. 10), and went to the pro- 
phets to hear the word? 2 Kings iv. 23. 
And the worship performed in the new 
moons is made typical of gospel solemnities, 
Isa. lxvi. 23. 


16 And in the fourteenth day of 
the first month zs the passover of the 
Lorp. 17 And in the fifteenth day 
of this month és the feast : seven days 
shall unleavened bread be eaten. 18 
In the first day shall be a holy con- 
vocation; ye shall do no manner of 
servile work therein: 19 But ye shall 
offer a sacrifice made by fire for a 
burnt offering unto the Lorp; two 
young bullocks, and one ram, and 
seven lambs of the first year: they 
shall be unto you without blemish : 
20 And their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil: three tenth 
deals shall ye offer for a bullock, and 
two tenth deals fora ram; 21 A se- 
veral tenth deal shalt thou offer for 
every lamb, throughout the seven 
lambs: 22 And one goat fora sin 
offering, to make an atonement for 
you. 23 Ye shall offer these beside 
the burnt offering in the morning, 
which zs for a continual burnt offer- 
ing. 24 After this manner ye shall 
offer daily, throughout the seven days, 
the meat of the sacrifice made by fire, 
of a sweet savour unto the Lorn: it 
shall be offered beside the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering. 
25 And on the seventh day ye shall 
have a holy convocation; ye shall 
do no servile work. 26 Also in the 
day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a 
new meat offering unto the Lorp, 
after your weeks be out, ye shall have 
a holy convocation; ye shall do no 
servile work: 27 But ye shall offer 
the burnt offering for a sweet savour 
unto the Lorn; two young bullocks, 
one ram, seven lambs of the first year; 
28 And their meat offering of flour 
mingled with oil, three tenth deals 
unto one bullock, two tenth deals 
unto one ram. 29 A several tenth 
deal unto one lamb, throughout the 
seven lambs; 30 And one kid of the 
goats, to make an atonement for you. 
31 Ye shall offer them beside the con- 
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tinual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, (they shall be unto you with- 
out blemish) and their drink offerings. 


Here is, I. The appointment of the pass- 
over sacrifices ; not that which was the chief, 
the paschal lamb (sufficient instructions had 
formerly been given concerning that), but 
those which were to be offered upon the seven 
Jays of unleavened bread, which followed it, 
r. 17—25. The first and last of those seven 
days were to be sanctified as sabbaths, by 
a holy rest and a holy convocation, and 
on each of the seven days they were to 
be liberal in their sacrifices, in token of 
their great and constant thankfulness for 
their deliverance out of Egypt: Two bullocks, 
aram, and seven lambs. A gospel conversa- 
tion, in gratitude for Christ our passover who 
was sacrificed, is called the keeping of this 


feast (1 Cor. v. 8); for it is not enongh that fi 


we purge out the leavened bread of malice 
and wickedness, but we must offer the bread 
of our God, even the sacrifice of praise, con- 
tinuully, and continue herein unto the end. 
2. The sacrifices are likewise appointed which 
were to be offered at the feast of pentecost, 
here called the day of the first-fruits, v. 26. 
In the feast of unleavened bread they offered 
a sheaf of their first-fruits of barley (which 
with them was first ripe) to the priest (Ley. 
xxiii. 10), as an introduction to the harvest : 
but now, about seven weeks after, they were 
to bring a new meat-offering to the Lord, at 
the end of harvest, in thankfulness to God, 
who had not only given, but preserved to their 
use, the kindly fruits of the earth, so as that 
in due time they did enjoy them. lt was at 
this feast that the Spirit was poured out (Acts 
ii. 1, &c.), and thousands were converted by 
the preaching of the apostles, and were pre- 
sented to Christ, to be a kind of first-fruits of 
his creatures. ‘The sacrifice that was to be 
offered with the loaves of the first-fruits was 
appointed, Lev. xxiii. 18. But over and 
above, besides that and besides the daily 
offerings, they were to offer two bullocks, one 
ram, and seven lambs, with a kid for a sin-offer- 
ing, v. 27—30. When God sows plentifully 
upon us he expects to reap accordingly from 
us. Bishop Patrick observes that no peace- 
offerings are appointed in this chapter, which 
were chiefly for the benefit of the offerers, 
and therefore in them they were left more to 
themselves; but burnt-offerings were purely 
for the honour of God, were confessions of 
his dominion, and typified evangelical piety 
and devotion, by which the soul is wholly 
offered up to God in the flames of holy love ; 
and sin-offerings were typical of Christ’s sacri- 
fice of himself, by which we and our services 
are perfected and sanctified. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


This chapter appoints the offerings that were to he made by tire 
unto the Lord in the three great solemmities af the seventh 
manth. l. In the feast af trumpets on the first day of that 
month, ver. 1—6. Il. In the day of atonement on the tenth day, 
ver. 7—11. IIL. Inthe feast of tabernacles on the fifteenth day 
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and the seven days following, ver. 13—33 And then the conclu- 
sion of these ordinances, ver. 39, 4U. 


J Pee in the seventh month, on the 
first day of the month, ye shall 
have a holy convocation; ye shall 
do no servile work: it is a day of 
blowing the trumpets unto you. 2 
And ye shall offer a burnt offering for 
a sweet savour unto the Lorp; one 
young bullock, one ram, and seven 
lambs of the firstyear without blemish : 
3 And their meat offering shall be of 
flour mingled with oil, three tenth 
deals for a bullock, and two tenth 
deals foraram, 4 And one tenth deal 
for one lamb, throughout the seven 
lambs: 5 And one kid of the goats 
or a sin offering, to make an atone- 
ment for you: 6 Beside the burnt of- 
fering of the month, and his meat of- 
fering, and the daily burnt offering, 
and his meat offering, and their drink 
offerings, according unto theirmanner, 
for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lorp. 7 And ye 
shall have on the tenth day of this 
seventh month a holy convocation ; 
and ye shall afilict your souls: ye shall 
not do any work therein: 8 But ye 
shall offer a burnt offering unto the 
Lorp for asweet savour; one young 
buliock, one ram, and seven lambs of 
the first year; they shall be unto you 
without blemish: 9 And their meat 
offering shall be of flour mingled with 
oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and 
two tenth deals to one ram, 10 A 
several tenth deal for one lamb, 
throughout the seven lambs: 11 One 
kid of the goats for a sin offering; 
beside the sin offering of atonement, 
and the continual burnt offering, and 
the meat offering of it, and their drink 
offerings. 

There were more sacred solemnities in the 
seventh month than in any other month of 
the year, not only because it had been the 
first month till the deliverance of Israel out 
of Egypt (which, falling in the month Abib, 
occasioned that to be thenceforth made the 
beginning of the months in all ecclesiastical 
computations), but because still it continued 
the first month in the civil reckonings of the 
jubilees and years of release, and also because 
it was the time of vacation between harvest 
and seedtime, when they had most leisure to 
attend the sanctuary, which intimates that, 
though God will dispense with sacrifices in 
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consideration of works of necessity and mer- 
cy, yet the more leisure we have from the 
pressing occasions of this life the more time 
we should spend in the immediate service of 
God. 1. We have here the appointment of 
the sacrifices that were to be offered on the 
first day of the month, the day of blowing the 
trumpets, which was a preparative for the two 
great solemnities of holy mourning on the 
day of atonement and of holy joy in the feast 
of tabernacles. ‘The intention of divine in- 
stitutions is well answered when one religious 
service helps to fit us for another and all for 
neaven. ‘The blowing of the trumpets was 
appointed, Lev. xxiii. 24. Here the people 
are directed what sacrifices to offer on that 
day, of which there was not then any men- 
tion made. Note, Those who would know 
the mind of God in the scripture must com- 
pare one part of the scripture with another, 
and put those parts together that have refer- 
ence to the same thing, for the latter disco- 
veries of divine light explain what was dark 
and supply what was defective in the former, 
that the man of God may be perfect. ‘The 
sacrifices then to be offered are particularly 
ordered here (v. 2—6), and care taken that 
these should not supersede the daily oblation 
and that of the new moon. It is hereby in- 
timated that we must not seek occasions to 
abate our zeal in God’s service, nor be glad 
of an excuse to omit a good duty, but rather 
rejoice in an opportunity of accumulating and 
doing more than ordinary in religion. If we 
perform family-worship, we must not think 
that this will excuse us from our secret de- 
votions; nor that on the days we go to 
church we need not worship God alone and 
with our families; but we should always 
ubound in the work of the Lord. 2. On the day 
of atonement. Besides all the services of that 
day, which we had the institution of, Lev. 
xvi, and which, one would think, required 
trouble and charge enough, here are burnt- 
offerings ordered to be offered, v. S—10. 
For in our faith and repentance, those two 
great gospel graces which were signified by 
that day’s performances, we must have an 
eye to the glory and honour of God, which 
was purely intended in the burnt-offerings ; 
there was likewise to be a kid of the goats for 
a sin-offering, besides the great sin-offering of 
atonement (v. 11), which intimates that there 
are so many defects and faults, even in the 
exercises and expressions of our repentance, 
that we have need of an interest in a sacrifice 
to expiate the guilt even of that part of our 
holy things. Though we must not repent 
that we have repented, yet we must repent 
that we have not repented better. IJt likewise 
intimated the imperfection of the legal sacri- 
fices, and their insufficiency to take away 
sin, that on the very day the sin-offering 
of atonement was offered, yet there must 
be another sin-offering. But what the law 
could not do, in that it was weak, that Christ 
has done. 
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12 And on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month ye shall have a holy 
convocation; ye shall do no servile 
work, and ye shall keep a feast unto 
the Lorp seven days: 13 And ye 
shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice 
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto 
the Lorn; thirteen young bullocks, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs of the 
first year; they shall be without 
blemish: 14 And their meat offering 
shall be of flour mingled with oil, three 
tenth deals unto every bullock of the 
thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to 
each ram of the two rams, 15 Anda 
several tenth deal to each lamb of the 
fourteen lambs: 16 And one kid of 
the goats for a sin offering; beside 
the continual burnt offering, his meat 
offering, and his drink offering. 17 
And on the second day ye shall offer 
twelve young bullocks, two rams, 
fourteen lambs of the first year with- 
out spot: 18 And their meat offering 
and their drink offerings for the bul- 
locks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
shall be according to their number, 
after the manner: 19 And one kid of 
the goats for a sin offering; beside 
the continual burnt offering, and the 
meat offering thereof, and er drink 
offerings. 20 And on the thirå day 
eleven bullocks, two rams, fourteen 
lambs of the first year without blemish; 
21 And their meat offering and their 
drink offerings for the bullocks, for 
the rams, and for the lambs, shall be 
according to their number, after the 
manner: 22 And one goat for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, and 
his drink offering. 23 And on the 
fourth day ten bullocks, two rams, and 
fourteen lambs of the first year with- 
out blemish: 24 Their meat offering 
and their drink offerings for the bul- 
locks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
shall be according to their number, 
after the manner: 25 And one kid ot 
the goats for a sin offering; beside 
the continual burnt offering, his meat 
offering, and his drink offering. 26 
And on the fifth day nine bullocks, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs of the 


first year without spot. 27 And their 
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meat offering and their drink offerings 
for the bullocks, for the rams, and for 
the lambs, shall be according to their 
number, after the manner: 28 And 
one goat for a sin offering ; beside the 
continual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, and his drink offering. 29 
And on the sixth day eight bullocks, 
two rams, and fourteen lambs of the 
first year without blemish: 30 And 
their meat offering and their drink of- 
ferings for the bullocks, for the rams, 
aud for the lambs, shall be according 
to their number, after the manner: 
31 And one goat for a sin offering; 
beside the continual burnt offering, 
his meat offering, and his drink offer- 
ing. 32 And on the seventh day seven 
bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs 
of the first year without blemish : 33 
And their meat offering, and their 
drink offerings for the bullocks, for 
the rams, and for the lambs, shall be 
according to their number, after the 
manner: 34 And one goat for a sin 
offering; beside the continual burnt 
offering, his meat offering, and his 
drink offering. 35 On the eighth day 
ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye 
shall do no servile work therein: 36 
But ye shall offer a burnt offering, a 
sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet sa- 
vour unto the Lorp: one bullock, 
one ram, seven lambs of the first year 
without blemish: 37 Their meat of- 
fering and their drink offerings for the 
bullock, for the ram, and for the 
lambs, skall be according to their num- 
ber, after the manner: 38 And one 
goat for a sin offering; beside the 
continual burnt offering, and his meat 
offering, and his drink offering. 39 
These things ye shall do unto the 
Lorp in your set feasts, beside your 
vows, and your freewill offerings, for 
your burnt offerings, and for your 
meat offerings, and for your drink of- 
ferings, and for your peace offerings. 
40 And Moses told the children of 
Israel according to all that the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 


Soon after the day of atonement, that day 
in which men were to afflict their souls, fol- 
lowed the feast of the tabernacles, in which 
they were to rejoice before the Lord; for 
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those that sow in tears shall soon reap in joy. 
‘Yo the former laws about this feast, which we 
rad, Lev. xxiii. 34, &c., here are added di- 
rections about the offerings made by fire, which 
they were to offer unto the Lord during the 
seven days of that feast, Lev. xxiii. 36. Ob- 
serve here, 1. Their days of rejoicing were 
to be days of sacrifices. A disposition to be 
cheerful does us no harm, nor is any bad 
"symptom, when it is so far from unfitting us 
for the duties of God’s immediate service 
that it encourages and enlarges our hearts in 
them. 2. All the days of their dwelling in 
booths they must offer sacrifices. While we 
are here in a tabernacle-state, it is our interest 
as well as duty constantly to keep up com- 
munion with God; nor will the unsettledness 
of our outward condition excuse us in our 
neglect of the duties of God’s worship. 3. 
The sacrifices for each of the seven days, 
though differing in nothing but the number of 
the bullocks, are severally and particularly ap- 
pointed, which yet is no vain repetition ; for 
God would thus teach them to be very exact in 
those observances, and to keep an eye of faith 
fixed upon the institution in every day’s work. 
It likewise intimates that the repetition of 
the same services, if performed with an up- 
right heart, and with a continued fire of pious 
and devout affection, is no weariness to God, 
and therefore we ought not to snuff at it, or 
to say, Behold, what a weariness it is to us! 
4. The number of the bullocks (which were 
the most costly part of the sacrifice) decreased 
every day. On the first day of the feast they 
were to offer thirteen, on the second day but 
twelve, on the third day eleven, &e. So that 
on the seventh they offered seven; and the 
last day, though it was the great day of the 
feast, and celebrated with a holy convocation, 
yet they were to offer but one bullock ; and, 
whereas on all the other days they offered two 
rams and fourteen lambs, on this they offered 
but one ram and seven Jambs. Such was 
the will of the Law-maker, and that is reason 
enough for the law. Some suggest that God 
herein considered the infirmity of the flesh, 
which is apt to grudge the charge and ex- 
pense of religion; it is therefore ordered to 
grow less and less, that they might not com- 
plain as if God had made them to serve with 
an offering, Isa. xliit.23. Or it is hereby in- 
timated to them that the legal dispensation 
should wax old, and vanish away at last; and 
the multitude of their sacrifices should end in 
one great sacrifice, infinitely more worthy 
than all of them. It was on the last day of 
the feast, after all these sacrifices had been 
offered, that onr Lord Jesus stood and cried 
to those who still thirsted after righteousness 
(being sensible of the insufficiency of these 
sacrifices to justify them) to come unto hiu 
and drink, Johnvii.37. 5. The meat-offerings 
and drink-offerings attended all the sacrifices, 
according to thew number, after the manner. 
Be there ever so much flesh, it is no feast 
without bread and drink, therefore these 


B. C. 1452. 


must never be omitted at God’s altar, which 
was his table. We must not think that doing 
much in religion will be accepted if we do 
not do it well, and after the manner that God 
has appointed. 6. Every day there must be 
a sin-offering presented, as we observed in 
the other feasts. Our burnt-offerings of praise 
cannot be accepted of God unless we have an 
interest in the great sacrifice of propitiation 
which Christ offered when for us he made 
himself a sin-offering. 7. Even when all 
these sacrifices were offered, yet the continual 
burnt-offering must not be omitted either 
morning or evening, but each day this must 
be offered first in the morning and last in the 
evening. No extraordinary services should 
jostle out our stated devotions. 8. Though 
all these sacrifices were required to be pre- 
sented by the body of the congregation, at 
the common charge, yet, besides these, par- 
ticular persons were to glorify God with their 
vows and their free-willofferings,v.39. When 
God commanded that this they must do, he 
left room for the generosity of their devotion, 
a great deal more they might do, not inventing 


-other worships, but abounding in these, as 


2 Chron. xxx. 23, 24. Large directions had 
heen given in Leviticus concerning the offer- 
ings of all sorts that should be brought by par- 
ticular persons according to the providences 
of God concerning them and the graces of 
God in them. Thongh every Israelite had 
an interest in these common sacrifices, yet he 
must not think that these will serve instead 
of his vows and his free-will offerings. Thus 
our ministers’ praying with us and for us will 
not excuse us from praying for ourselves. 
CHAP. XXX. 


In this chapter we have a law concerning vows, which had 
been mentioned in the close of the foregoing chapter. 1. Here 
is a general rule laid down that all vows must be carefully 
performed, ver. 1, 2. Il. Some particular exceptions to this 
tule. 1. That the vows of danghters should not be binding unless 
allowed by the father, ver. 3—5. Nor, 2. The vows of wives 
unless allowed by the husband, ver. 6, &c. 


ND Moses spake unto the heads 

of the tribes concerning thechild- 
ren of Israel, saying, This zs the thing 
which the Lorp hath commanded. 2 
If a man vow a vow unto the Lorn, 
or swear an oath to bind his soul with 
a bond: he shall not break his word, 
he shall do according to all that pro- 
ceedeth out of his mouth. 


This law was delivered to the heads of the 
tribes that they might instruct those who 


were under their charge, explain the law to | 


them, give them necessary cautions, and call 
them to account, if there were occasion, for 
the breach of their vows. Perhaps the heads 


of the tribes had, upon some emergency of 


this kind, consulted Moses, and desired by 
him to know the mind of God, and here they 
are told it: This is the thing which the Lord 
has commanded concerning vows, and it is a 
command still in force. 

1. The case supposed is that a person vows 


Gia. AXNX. 


Concerning vows. 


a vow unto the Lord, making God a party to 
the promise, and designing his honour and 
glory init. The matter of the vow is sup- 
posed to be something lawful: no man can 
be by his own promise bound to do that 
which he is already by the divine precept 
prohibited from doing. Yet it 1s supposed 
to be something which, in such and such 
measures and degrees, was not a necessary 
duty antecedent to the vow. A person might 
vow to bring such and such sacrifices at cer- 
tain times, to give such a sum or such a pro- 
portion in alms, to forbear such meats and 
drinks which the law allowed, to fast and af- 
flict the soul (which is specified v. 13) at other 
times besides the day of atonement. And 
many similar vows might be made in an ex- 
traordinary heat of holy zeal, in humilia- 
tion for some sin committed or for the 
prevention of sin, in the pursuit of some 
mercy desired or in gratitude for some mercy 
received. It is of great use to make such 
vows as these, provided they be made in sin- 
cerity and with due caution. Vows (say the 
Jewish doctors) are the hedge of separation, 
that is, a fence to religion. He that vows is 
here said to bind his soul with a bond. It is 
a vow to God, who is a Spirit, and to him 
the soul, with all its powers, must be bound. 
A promise to man is a bond upon the estate, 
but a promise to God is a bond upon the 
soul. Our sacramental vows, by which we 
are bound to no more than what was before 
our duty, and which neither father nor hus- 
band can disannul, are bonds upon the soul, 
and by them we must feel ourselves bound 
out from all sin and bound up to the whole 
will of God. Our occasional vows con- 
cerning that which before was in our own 
power (Acts v. 4), when they are made, are 
bonds upon the soul likewise. 2. The com- 
mand given is that these vows be conscien- 
tiously performed: He shall not break his 
word, though afterwards he may change his 
mind, but he shall do according to what he 
has said. Margin, He shall not profane his 
word. Vowing is an ordinance of God; if 
we vow in hypocrisy we profane that or- 
dinance: it is plainly determined, Better 
not vow than vow and not pay, Eccl. v. 5. 
Be not deceived, God is not mocked. His 
promises to us are yea and amen, let not ours 
to him be yea and nay. 


3 If a woman also vow a vow unto 
the Lorp, and bind herself by a bond, 
being in her father’s house in her 
youth; 4 And her father hear her 
vow, and her bond wherewith she hath 
bound her soul, and her father shall 
hold his peace at her: then all her 
vows shall stand, and every bond 
wherewith she hath bound her soul 
shall stand. 5 But if her father dis- 


allow her in the day that he heareth ; 
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not any of her vows, or of her bonds 
wherewith she hath bound her soul, 
shall stand: and the Lorp shall for- 
give her because her father disallowed 
her. 6 And if she had at all a hus- 
band, when she vowed, or uttered 
aught out of her lips, wherewith she 
bound her soul; 7 And her husband 
heard if, and held his peace at her in 
the day that he heard zé: then her 
vows shail stand, and her bonds where- 
with she bound her soul shall stand. 
S But if her husband disallowed her 
on the day that he heard zé ; then he 
shall make her vow which she vowed, 
and that which she uttered with her 
lips, wherewith she bound her soul, 
of none effeet: and the Lorp shall 
forgive her. 9 But every vow of a 
widow, and of her that is divorced, 
wherewith they have bound their souls, 
shall stand against her. 
she vowed in her husband’s house, 
or bound her soul by a bond with an 
oath; 11 And her husband heard zé, 
and held his peace at her, and disal- 
lowed her not: then all her vows shall 
stand, and every bond wherewith she 
bound her soul shall stand. 
if her husband hath utterly made 
them void on the day he heard them ; 
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persons as are suijuris—at their own disposal, 
and are likewise of sound understanding and 
memory, are bound to perform whatever they 
vow that is lawful and possible; but, if the 
person vowing be under the dominion and at 
the disposal of another, the case is different. 
Two cases much alike are here put and deter- 
mined :— 

I. The case of a daughter in her father’s 
house: and some think, probably enough, 
that it extends to a son likewise, while he is 
at home with his father, and under tutors 
and governors. Whether the exception may 
thus be stretched I cannot say. Non est dis- 
tinguendum, ubi lex non distinguit—IWVe are 
not allowed to make distinctions which the law 
does not. ‘The rule is general, If a man vow, 
he must pay. But for a daughter it is ex- 
press: her vow is nugatory or in suspense 
till her father knows it, and (it is supposed) 
knows it from her; for, when it comes to 
his knowledge, it is in his power either to 
ratify or nullify it. But in favour of the 
vow, 1. Even his silence shall suffice to ratify 
it: If he hold his peace, her vows shall stand, 

4. Qui tacet, consentire videtur—Silence 


ere 
10 And if! gives consent. Hereby he allows his daughter 


the liberty she has assumed, and, as long as 


| he says nothing against her vow, she shall 


be bound by it. But, 2. His protestation 
against it shall perfectly disannul it, be- 
cause it is possible that such vow may be 
prejudicial to the affairs of the family, break 
the father’s measures, perplex the provision 


12 But made for his table if the vow related to 


meats, or lessen the provision made for his 
children if the vow would be more expensive 
than his estate would bear; however, it was 


then whatsoever proceeded out of her | certain that it was an infringement of his au- 


lips coneerning her vows, or eon- 
cerning the bond of her soul, shall 
not stand: her husband hath made 
them void; and the Lorp shall for- 
give her. 13 Every vow, and every 
binding oath to afflict the soul, her 
husband may establish it, or her hus- 
band may make it void. 
her husband altogether hold his peace 
at her from day to day; then he es- 


tablisheth all her vows, or all heri 


bonds, which are upon her: he eon- 
firmeth them, because he held his 
peace at her in the day that he heard 
them. 15 But-if he shall any ways 
make them void after that he hath 
heard them; then he shall bear her 
iniquity. 16 These are the statutes, 
which the Lorp eommanded Moses, 
between a man and his wife, between 
the father and his daughter, being yet 
in her youth in her father’s house. 


It is here taken for granted that all such 
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thority over his child, and therefore, if he dis- 
allow it, she is discharged, and the Lord shall 
forgive her, that is, she shall not be charged 
with the guilt of violating her vow; she 
showed her good-will in making the vow, 
and, if her intentions therein were sincere, 
she shall be accepted, and to obey her father 
shall be accounted better than sacrifice. This 
shows how great a deference children owe to 


14 But if] theirparents, and how much they ought toho- 


nour them and be obedient to them. It is for 
tle interest of the public that the paternal 
authority be supported; for, when children 
are countenanced in their disobedience to 
their parents (as they were by the tradition 
of the elders, Matt. xv. 5, 6), they soon be- 
come in other things children of Belial. If 
this law be not to be extended to children’s 
marrying without their parents’ consent so 
far as to put it in parents’ power to an- 
nul the marriage and dissolve the obligation 
(as some have thought it does), yet certainly 
it proves the sinfulness of it, and obliges the 
children that have thus done foolishly to re- 
pent and humble themselves before God and 
their parents. 

II. The case of a wife is much the same. 
As for a woman that is a widow or divorced, 
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she has neither father nor husband to control } 


her, so that, whatever vows she binds her 
soul with, they shall stand against her (v. 9), 
it is at her peril if she run back; buta wife, 
who has nothing that she can strictly call her 
own, but with her husband’s allowance, can- 
not, without that, make any such vow. 1. 
The law is plain in case of a wife that con- 
tinues so long after the vow. If her husband 
allow her vow, though only by silence, it must 
stand, v. 6,7. If he disallow it, since her 
obligation to that which she had vowed arose 
purely from her own act, and not from any 
prior command of God, her obligation to her 
husband shall take place of it, for to him she 
ought to be in subjection as unto the Lord; 
and now it is so far from being her duty to 
fulfil her vow that it would be her sin to dis- 
obey her husband, whose consent perhaps 
she ought to have asked before she made 
the vow; therefore she needs forgiveness, v. 
8. 2. The law is the same in case of a wife 
that soon after becomes a widow, or is put 
away. ‘Though, if she return to her father’s 
house, she does not therefore so come again 
under his authority as that he has power to 
disannul her vows (v. 9), yet if the vow was 
made while she was in the house of her hus- 
band, and her husband disallowed it, it was 
made void and of no effect for ever, and she 
does not return under the law of her vow 
when she is loosed from the law of her hus- 
band. This seems to be the distinct mean- 
ing of v. 10—14, which otherwise would be 
but a repetition of v. 6—8. But it is added 
Ww. 15) that, if the husband make void the 
vows of his wife, he shall bear her iniquity ; 
that is, if the thing she had vowed was really 
good, for the honour of God and the pros- 
perity of her own soul, and the husband dis- 
allowed it out of covetousness, or humour, 
or to show his authority, though she be dis- 
charged from the obligation of her vow, yet 
he will havea great deal to answer for. Now 
here it is very observable how carefully the 
divine law consults the good order of families, 
and preserves the power of superior rela- 
tions, and the duty and reverence of inferiors. 
It is fit that every man should bear rule in 
his own house, and have his wife and children 
in subjection with all gravity; and rather 
than this great rule should be broken, or any 
encouragement given to inferior relations to 
break those bonds asunder, God himself 
would quit his right, and release the obliga- 
tion even of a solemn vow; so much does 
religion strengthen the ties of all relations, 
and secure the welfare of all societies, that in 
it the families of the earth are blessed. 
CHAP. XXXI. 


This chapter belongs to ‘the book of the wars of the Lord,” in 
whieh it is probable it was inserted. lt is the history of a holy 
war, a war with Midian. Here is, l. A divine command for the 
wary ver. 1,2. Il. The undertaking of the war, ver. 3—6. II, 
The glorious success of it, ver. 7—12. }V. Their triumphant 
retura from the war. 1. The respect Moses paid to the soldiers, 
ver. 12. 2. The rebuke he gave them for sparing the women, 
ver. 14—18. 3. The directions he gave them for the purifying of 
themselves and their effects, ver. 19—24. 4. The distribution of 
the spoil they had taken, one half to the soldiers, the other to 
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the congregation, and a tribute to the Lord out of eacli, ver. 
25—47. 5. The free-will offering of the officers, ver. 48, &e 


ND the Lorn spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Avenge the children 
of Israel of the Midianites: afterward 
shalt thou be gathered unto thy peo- 
ple. 3 And Moses spake unto the 
people, saying, Arm some of your- 
selves unto the war, and let them go 
against the Midianites, and avenge 
the Lorp of Midian. 4 Of every 
tribe a thousand, throughout all the 
tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the 
war. 5 So there were delivered out 
of the thousands of Israel, a thousand 
of every tribe, twelve thousand armed 
for war. 6 And Moses sent them to 
the war, a thousand of every tribe, 
them and Phinehas the son of Elea- 
zar the priest, to the war, with the 
holy instruments, and the trumpets 
to blow in his hand. 

Here, I. The Lord of hosts gives orders to 
Moses to make war upon the Midianites, 
and his commission no doubt justified this 
war, though it will not serve to justify the 
like without such commission. The Midian- 
ites were the posterity of Abraham by Ke- 
turah, Gen. xxv. 2. Some of them settled 
south of Canaan, among whom Jethro lived, 
and they retained the worship of the true 
God; but these were settled east of Canaan, 
and had fallen into idolatry, neighbours to, 
and in confederacy with, the Moabites. 
Their land was not designed to be given to 
Israel, nor would Israel have meddled with 
them if they had not made themselves ob- 
noxious to their resentment by sending their 
bad women among them to draw them to 
whoredom and idolatry. ‘This was the pro- 
vocation, this was the quarrel. For this 
(says God) avenge Israel of the Midianites, v. 
2. 1. God would have the Midianites chas- 
tised, an inroad made upon that part of their 
ccuntry which lay next the camp of Israel, 
and which was probably more concerned in 
that mischief than the Moabhites, who there- 
fore were let alone. God will have us to 
reckon those our worst enemies that draw us 
to sin, and to avoid them; and since every 
man is tempted when he is drawn aside of 
his own lusts, and these are the Midianites 
which cnsnare us with their wiles, on them 
we should avenge ourselves, not only make 
no league with them, but make war upon 
them by living a life of mortification. God 
had taken vengeance on his own people for 
yielding to the Midianites’ temptations; now 
the Midianites, that gave the temptation, 
must be reckoned with, for the deceived and 
the deceiver are his (Job xii. 16), both account- 
able to his tribunal; and, though judgment 
begin at the house of God, it shall not end 
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there, I Pet. iv. 17. ‘There is a day coming 
when vengeance will be taken on those that 
have introduced errors and corruptions into 
the church, and the devil that deceived men 
will he cast into the lake of fire. Israel’s 
quarrel with Amalek, that fought against 
them, was not avenged till long after: but 
their quarrel with Midian, that debauched 
them, was speedily avenged, for they were 
looked upon as much the more dangerous 
and malicious enemies. 2. God would have 
it done by Moses, in his life-time, that he 
who had so deeply resented that injury 
might have the satisfaction of seeing it 
avenged. ‘See this execution done upon 
the enemies of God and Israel, and after- 
wards thou shalt be gathered to thy people.” 
This was the only piece of service of this 
kind that Moses must further do, and then 
he has accomplished, as a hireling, his day, 
and shall have his quietus—enter into rest: 
hitherto his usefulness must come, and no 
further ; the wars of Canaan must be carried 
on by another hand. Note, God sometimes 
removes useful men when we think they 
can ill be spared; but this ought to satisfy 
us, that they are never removed till they 
have done the work which was appointed 
them. 

II. Moses gives orders to the people 
to prepare for this expedition, v. 3. He 
would not have the whole body of the camp 
to stir, but they must arn some of themselves 
to the war, such as were either most fit or 
most forward, and avenge the Lord of Midian. 
God said, Avenge Israel ; Moses says, Avenge 
the Lord ; for the interests of God and Israel 
are united, and the cause of both is one and 
the same. And if God, in what he does, 
shows himself jealous for the honour of Is- 
rael, surely Israel, in what they do, ought to 
show themselves jealous for the glory of God. 
Then only we can justify the avenging of 
ourselves when it is the vengeance of the 
Lord that we engage in. Nay, for this reason 
we are forbidden to avenge ourselves, because 
God has said, Vengeance is mine, I will repay. 

II. A detachment is drawn out accord- 
ingly for this service, 1000 out of every tribe, 
12,000 in all, a small number in comparison 
with what they could have sent, and it is 
probable small in comparison with the num- 
ber of the enemies they were sent against. 
But God would teach them that it is all one 
tohim to save by many or by few, 1 Sam. xiv. 6. 

IV. Phinehas the son of Eleazar is sent 
along with them. It is strange that no men- 
tion is made of Joshua in this great action. 
If he was general of these forces, why do we 
not find him leading them out? If he tarried 
at home, why do we not find him meeting 
them with Moses at their return? It is 
probable, each tribe having a captain of its 
own thousand, there was no general, but 
they proceeded in the order of their march 
through the wilderness, Judah first, and the 
rest in their posts, under the command of 
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their respective captains, spoken of v. 48. 
But, the war being a holy war, Phinehas was 
their common head, not to supply the place 
of a general, but, by the oracle of God, to de- 
termine the resolves of their councils of war, 
in which the captains of thousands would 
all acquiesce, -and according to which they 
would act inconjunction. He therefore took 
with him the holy instruments or vessels, 
probably the breast-plate of judgment, by 
which God might be consulted in any emer- 
gency. Though he was not yet the high 
priest, yet he might be delegated pro hac vice 
—for this particular occasion, to bear the 
urim and thummim, as 1 Sam xxiii.6. And 
there was a particular reason for sending 
Phinehas to preside in this expedition; he 
had already signalized himself for his zeal 
against the Midianites and their cursed arts 
to ensnare Israel when he slew Cozbi, a 
daughter of a chief house in Midian, for her 
impudence in the matter of Peor, ch. xxv. 15. 
He that had so well used the sword of jus- 
tice against a particular criminal was best 
qualified to guide the sword of war against 
the whole nation. Thou hast been faithful 
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things. 

7 And they warred against the Mi- 
dianites, as the Lorp commanded 
Moses; and they slew all the males. 
8 And they slew the kings of Midian, 
beside the rest of them that were 
slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and 
Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of 
Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor 
they slew with the sword. 9 And the 
children of Israel took all the women 
of Midian captives, and their little 
ones, and took the spoil of all their 
cattle, and all their flocks, and all their 
goods. 10 And they burnt all their 
cities wherein they dwelt, and‘all their 
goodly castles, with fire. 11 And 
they took all the spoil, and all the 
prey, both of men and of beasts. 12 
And they brought the captives, and 
the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, 
and Eleazar the priest, and unto the 
congregation of the children of Israel, 
unto the camp at the plains of Moab, 
which are by Jordan near Jericho. 

Here is, 1. The descent which this little 
army of Israelites made, under the divine 
commission, conduct, and command, upon 
the country of Midian. They warred against 
the Midianites. It is very probable that they 
first published their manifesto, showing the 
reasons of the war, and requiring them ta 


give up the ringleaders of the mischief to 
justice; for such afterwards was the law 
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(Deut. xx. 10), and such the practice, Judg. 
xx. 12,13. But the Midianites justifying 
what they had done, and standing by those 
that had done it, the Israelites attacked them 
with fire and sword, and all the pious fury 
with which their zeal for God and their peo- 
ple inspired them. 2. The execution (the 
military execution) they did in this descent. 
<1.) They slew all the males (w. 7), that is, all 
they met with as far as they went; they put 
them all to the sword, and gave no quarter. 
But that they did not slay all the males of 
the nation is certain, for we find the Midian- 
ites a powerful and formidable enemy to 
Israel in the days of Gideon; and they were 
the Midianites of this country, for they are 
reckoned with the children of the east, Judg. 
vi. 3. (2.) They slew the kings of Midian, 
the same that are called elders of Midian 
(ch. xxii. 4), and dukes of Sihon, Josh. xiii. 
21. Five of these princes are here named, 
one of whom is Zur, probably the same Zur 
whose daughter Cosbi was, ch. xxv.15. (3.) 
They slew Balaam. Many conjectures there 
are as to what brought Balaam among the 
Midianites at this time; it is probable that 
the Midianites, having intelligence of the 
march of this army of Israelites against them, 
hired Balaam to come and assist them with 
his enchantments, that if he could not pre- 
vail to act offensively in their favour, by 
cursing the armies of Israel, yet he might 
act defensively, by blessing the country of 
Midian. Whatever was the occasion of his 
being there, God’s overruling providence 
brought him thither, and there his just ven- 
geance found him. Had he himself believed 
what he said of the happy state of Israel, he 
would not have herded thus with the enemies 
of Israel; but justly does he die the death of 
the wicked (though he pretended to desire 
that of the righteous), and go down slain to 
the pit with the uncircumcised, who rebelled 
thus against the convictions of his own con- 
science. The Midianites’ wiles were Ba- 
laam’s projects, it was therefore just that he 
should perish with them, Hos. iv. 5. Now 
was his folly made manifest to all men, who 
foretold the fate of others, but foresaw not 
his own. (4.) They took all the women and 
children captives, v. 9. (5.) They burnt their 
cities and goodly castles (v. 10), not designing 
to inhabit them themselves (that country was 
out of their line), but they thus prevented 
those who had made their escape from shel- 
tering themselves in their own country and 
settling there again. Some understand it of 
their idol-temples ; it was fit that they should 
share in this vengeance. (6.) They plun- 
dered the country, and carried off all the 
cattle and valuable goods, and so returned to 
the camp of Israel laden with a very rich 
booty, v. 9, 11, 12. ‘Thus (as when they 
came out of Egypt) they were enriched with 
the spoils of their enemies, and furnished 
with stock for the good land into which God 
was bringing them. 
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13 And Moses, and Eleazar the 
priest, and all the princes of the con- 
gregation, went forth to meet them 
without the camp. 14 And Moses 
was wroth with the officers of the host, 
with the captains over thousands, and 
captains over hundreds, which came 
from the battle. 15 And Moses said 
unto them, Have ye saved all the 
women alive? 16 Behold, these caused 
the children of Israel, through the 
counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass 
against the Lorp in the matter of 
Peor, and there was a plague among 
the congregation of the Lorp. 17 
Now therefore kil] every male among 
the little ones, and kill every woman 
that hath known man by lying with 
him. 18 But all the women children, 
that have not known a man by lying 
with him, keep alive for yourselves. 
19 And do ye abide without the camp 
seven days: whosoever hath killed any 
person, and whosoever hath touched 
any slain, purify both yourselves and 
your captives on the third day, and on 
the seventh day. 20 And purify all 
your raiment, and all that is made of 
skins, and all work of goats’ hair, and 
all things made of wood. 21 And 
Eleazar the priest said unto the men 
of war which went to the battle, This 
is the ordinance of the law which the 
Lorp commanded Moses; 22 Only 
the gold, and the silver, the brass, 
the iron, the tin, and the lead, 23 
Every thing that may abide the fire, 
ye shall make iż go through the fire, 
and it shall be clean: nevertheless it 
shall be purified with the water of se- 
paration: and all that abideth not the 
fire ye shall make go through the 
water. 24 And ye shall wash your 
clothes on the seventh day, and ye 
shall be clean, and afterward ye shall 
come into the camp. 


We have here the triumphant return of 
the army of Israel from the war with Midian, 
and here, 

I. They were met with great respect, v. 13. 
Moses himself, notwithstanding his age and 
gravity, walked out of the camp to congratu- 
late them on their victory, and to grace the 
solemnity of their triumphs. Publie suc- 
cesses should be publicly acknowledged, to 
the glory of God, and the encouragement of 
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those that have jeoparded their lives in their 
country’s cause. 

Il. They were severely reproved for saving 
the women alive. It is very probable that 
Moses had commanded them to kill the 
women, at least this was implied in the 
general order to avenge Israel of the Midian- 
ites; the execution having reference to that 
crime, their drawing them in to the worship 
of Peor, it was easy to conclude that the 
women, who were the principal criminals, 
must not be spared. What! says Moses, 
have you saved the women alive? v. 15. He 
was moved with a holy indignation at the 
sight of them. These were those that caused 
the children of Israel to commit this trespass ; 
and therefore, 1. It is just that they should 
die. The law in case of whoredom was, The 
adulterer and adulteress shall surely be put to 
death. God had put to death the adulterers 
of Isracl by the plague, and now it was fit 
that the adulteresses of Midian, especially 
since they had been the tempters, should be 
put to death by the sword. 2. “It is dan- 
gerous to let them live; they will be still 
tempting the Israelites to uncleanness, and 
so your captives will be your conquerors and 
a second time your destroyers.” Severe 
orders are therefore given that all the grown 
women should be slain in cold blood, and 
only the female children spared. 

III. They were obliged to purify them- 
selves, according to the ceremony of the law, 
and to abide without the camp seven days, 
till their purification was accomplished. For, 
1. They had imbrued their hands in blood, 
by which, though they had not contracted 
any moral guilt, the war being just and law- 
ful, yet they were brought under a cere- 
monial uncleanness, which rendered them 
unfit to come near the tabernacle till they 
were purified. ‘Thus God would preserve in 
their minds a dread and detestation of mur- 
der. David must not build the temple be- 
cause he had been a man of war, and had 
shed blood, 1 Chron. xxviii. 3. 2. The 
could not but have touched dead bodies, by 
which they were polluted, and that required 
they should be purified with the water of 
separation, v. 19, 20, 24. 

IV. They must hkewise purify the spoil 
they had taken, the captives (v. 19) and all 
the goods, v. 21—23. What would bear the 
fire must pass through the fire, and what 
would not must be washed with water. 
These things had been used by Midianites, 
and, having now come into the possession of 
Israelites, it was fit that they should be sanc- 
tified to the service of that holy nation and 
the honour of their holy God. ‘To us now 
every thing is sanctified by the word and 
prayer, if we are sanctified by the Spirit, who 
is compared both to fire and water. To the 
pure all things are pure. 


25 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 


ses, saying, 26 Take the sum of the 
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prey that was taken, both of man and 
of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, 
and the chief fathers of the congrega- 
tion: 27 And divide the prey into 
two parts; between them that took 
the war upon them, who went out to 
battle, and between all the congrega- 
tion: 28 And levy a tribute unto the 
Lorp of the men of war which went 
out to battle: one soul of five hun- 
dred, both of the persons, and of the 
beeves, and of the asses, and of the 
sheep: 29 Take it of their half, and 
give 7é unto Eleazar the priest, for a 
heave offering of the Lorn. 30 And 
of the children of Israel’s half, thou 
shalt take one portion of fifty, of the 
persons, of the beeves, of the asses, 
and of the flocks, of all manner of 
beasts, and give them unto the Le- 
vites, which keep the charge of the 
tabernacle of the Lorp. 31 And Mo- 
ses and Eleazar the priest did as the 
Lorp commanded Moses. 32 And 
the booty, being the rest of the prey 
which the men of war had caught, was 
six hundred thousand and seventy 
thousand and five thousand sheep. 33 
And threescore and twelve thousand 
beeves, 34 And threescore and one 
thousand asses, 35 And thirty and 
two thousand persons in all, of women 
that had not known man by lying with 
him. 36 And the half, which was 
the portion of them that went out to 
war, was in number three hundred 
thousand and seven and thirty thou- 


Y | sand and five hundred sheep: 37 And 


the Lorp’s tribute of the sheep was 
six hundredand threescoreand fifteen, 
38 And the beeves were thirty and 
six thousand; of which the Lorp’s 
tribute was threescore and twelve. 39 
And the asses were thirty thousand 
and five hundred; of which the 
Lorp’s tribute was threescore and 
one. 40 And the persons were six- 
teen thousand; of which the Lorp’s 
tribute was thirty and two persons. 
41 And Moses gave the tribute, which 
was the Lorn’s heave offering, unto 
Eleazar the priest, as the Lorp com- 
manded Moses. 42 And of the child- 
ren of Israel’s half, which Moses di- 
vided from the men that warred, 43 
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(Now the half ¿hat pertained unto 
the congregation was three hundred 
thousand and thirty thousand and 
seven thousand and five hundred 
sheep, 44 And thirty and six thou- 
sand beeves, 45 And thirty thousand 
asses and five hundred, 46 And six- 
teen thousand persons;) 47 Even of 
the children of Israel’s half, Moses 
took one portion of fifty, both of man 
and of beast, and gave them unto the 
Levites, which kept the charge of the 
tabernacle of the Lorn; as the Lorp 
commanded Moses. 

We have here the distribution of the spoil 
which was taken in this expedition against 
Midian. God himself directed how it should 
be distributed, and Moses and Eleazar did 
according to the directions, and thus un- 
happy contests among themselves were pre- 
vented and the victory was made to turn to 
the common benefit. It was fit that he who 
gave them the prey should order the disposal 
of it. All we have is from God, and there- 
fore must be subject to his will. 

I. The prey is ordered to be divided into 
two parts, one for the 12,000 men that un- 
dertook the war, and the other for the con- 
gregation. The prey that was divided seems 
to have been only the captives and the cattle; 
as for the plate, and jewels, and other goods, 
every mali kept what he took, as is intimated, 
v. 50—53. That only was distributed which 
would be of use for the stocking of that good 
land into which they were going. Now 
observe, 1. That the one half of the prey 
was given to the whole congregation, Moses 
allotting to each tribe its share, and then 
leaving it to the heads of the tribes to divide 
their respective shares among themselves, 
according to their families. ‘The war was 
undertaken on the behalf of the whole con- 
gregation; they would all have been ready 
to go to the help of the Lord against the mighty, 
if they had been so ordered, and they did 
help, it is likely, by their prayers ; and there- 
fore God appoints that those that tarried at 
home should divide the spoil, Ps. lxvii. 12. 
David, in his time, made it a statute and an 
ordinance for Israel, that, as his part is that 
goes down to the battle, so shall his part be 
that tarrieth by the stuff, 1 Sam. xxx. 24, 25. 
Those that are employed in public trusts 
must not think to benefit themselves only by 
their toils and hazards, but must aim at the 
advantage of the community. 2. That yet 
the 12,000 that went to the battle had as 
much for their share as the whole congrega- 
tion (which were fifty times as many) had 
for theirs; so that the particular persons of 
the soldiery had a much better share than 
any of their brethren that tarried at home: 
and good reason they should. The greater 
pains we take, and the greater hazards we 
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run, in the service of God and our genera. 
tion, the greater will our recompence be at 
last; for God ts not unrighteous to forget the 
work and labour of love. 

II. God was to have a tribute out of it, as 
an acknowledgment of his sovereignty over 
them in general, and that he was their king 
to whom tribute was due, and particularly of 
his interest in this war and the gains of it, 
he having given them their success; and 
that the priests, the Lord’s receivers, might 
have something added to the provision made 
for their maintenance. Note, Whatever we 
have, God must have his dues out of it. And 
here (as before) the soldiers are favoured 
above the rest of the congregation, for out 
of the people’s share God required one in 
fifty, but out of the soldiers’ share only one 
in 500, because the people got theirs easily, 
without any peril or fatigue. ‘The less op- 
portunity we have of honouring God with 
our personal services the more it is expected 
we should honour him with our substance. 
The tribute out of the soldiers’ half was given 
to the priests (v. 29), that out of the people’s 
half was given to the Levites, v. 30. Forthe 
priests were taken from among the Levites, 
as these soldiers from among the people, for 
special and hazardous service, and their pay 
was proportioned accordingly. 


48 And the officers which were over 
thousands of the host, the captains 
of thousands, and captains of hun- 
dreds, came near unto Moses: 49 
And they said unto Moses, Thy ser- 
vants have taken the sum of the men 
of war which are under our charge, 
and there lacketh not one man of us. 
50 We have therefore brought an ob- 
lation for the Lorp, what every man 
hath gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, 
and bracelets, rings, earrings, and ta- 
blets, to make an atonement for our 
souls before the Lorp. 51 And Mo- 
ses and Eleazar the priest took the 
gold of them, even all wrought jewels. 
52 And all the gold of the offering 
that they offered up to the Lorn, of 
the captains of thousands, and of the 
captains of hundreds, was sixteer 
thousand seven hundred and fifty 
shekels. 53 (For the men of war had 
taken spoil every man for himself.) 
54 And Moses and Eleazar the priest 
took the gold of the captains of thou- 
sands and of hundreds, and brought 
it into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, for a memorial for the children 
of Israel before the Lorn. 

Here 1s a great example of piety and devo- 
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tion in the officers of the army, the colonels, 
that are called captains of thousands, and 
the inferior officers that were captains of hun- 
dreds; they came to Moses as their general 
and commander-in-chief, and, though he was 
now going off the stage, they very humbly 
and respectfully addressed themselves to him, 
calling themselves his servants ; the honours 
they had won did not puff them up, so as to 
make them forget their duty to him. Ob- 
serve in their address to them, 1. The pious 
notice they take of God’s wonderful goodness 
to them in this late expedition, in preserving 
not only their own lives, but the lives of all 
the men of war that they had under their 
charge; so that, upon the review of their 
muster-roll, it appeared there was not one 
missing, v.49. ‘This was very extraordinary, 
and perhaps cannot be paralleled in any his- 
tory. So many thousands of lives jeoparded 
in the high places of the field, and not one 
lost, either by the sword of the enemy or by 
any disease or disaster. This was the Lord’s 
doing, and cannot but be marvellous in the 
eyes of those that consider how the lives of 
all men, especially soldiers, are continually in 
their hands. It is an evidence of the tender 
feeling which these commanders had for their 
soldiers, and that their lives were very pre- 
cious to them, that they looked upon it as a 
mercy to themselves that none of those under 
their charge miscarried. Of all that were 
given them they had lost none; so precious 
also is the blood of Christ’s subjects and 
soldiers to him, Ps. lxxii. 14. 2. The pious 
acknowledgment they make for this favour: 
Therefore we have brought an oblation to 
the Lord,v.50. The oblation they brought 
was out of that which every man had gotten, 
and it was gotten honestly by a divine war- 
rant. Thus every man should lay by accord- 
ing as God has prospered him, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. 
For where God sows plentifully in the gifts 
of his bounty he expects to reap accordingly 
in the fruits of our piety and charity. The 
tabernacle first, and the temple afterwards, 
were beautified and enriched with the spoils 
taken from the enemies of Israel; as by 
David (2 Sam. viii. 11, 12), and his captains, 
1 Chron. xxvi. 26, 27. We should never 
take any thing to ourselves, in war or trade, 
which we cannot in faith consecrate a part 
of to God, who hates robbery for burnt-offer- 
ings; but, when God has remarkably pre- 
served and prospered us, he expects that we 
should make some particular return of grati- 
tude to him. As to this oblation, (1.) The 
captains offered it to make an atonement for 
their souls, v. 50. Instead of coming to 
Moses to demand a recompence for the good 
service they had done in avenging the Lord 
of Midian, or to set up trophies of their 
victory for the immortalizing of their own 
names, they bring an oblation to make atone- 
ment for their souls, being conscious to them- 
selves, as the best men must be even in their 
best a that they had been defective 
10 
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in their duty, not only in that instance for 
which they were reproved (v. 14), but in 
many others; for there is not a just man 
upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not. 
(2.) Moses accepted it, and laid it up in the 
tabernacle as a memorial for the children of 
Israel (w. 54), that is, a monument of Gad’s 
goodness to them, that they might be en- 
couraged to trust in him in their further 
wars, and a monument of their gratitude to 
God (sacrifices are said to be memorials), that 
he, being well pleased with this thankful ac- 
knowledgment of favours bestowed, might 
continue and repeat his mercies to them. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


In this chapter we have, l. The humble request of the trihes of 
Reuben and Gad for an inheritance on that side Jordan where 


Isracl now lay encamped, ver. 1—5. 11. Moses’s misinterpreta- 
tion of their request, ver. 6—15. ILI. Vheir explication of it, 
and stating it aright, ver. 16—19. LV. ‘Lhe grant of their petition 
under the provisos and limitations which they themselves pro- 


osed, ver. 20, &e. 

ATOW the children of Reuben and 
the children of Gad had a very 

great multitude of cattle: and when 
they saw the land of Jazer, and the 
land of Gilead, that, behold, the place 
was a place for cattle; 2 The child- 
ren of Gad and the children of Reu- 
ben came and spake unto Moses, and 
to Eleazar the priest, and unto the 
princes of the congregation, saying, 
3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and 
Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, 
and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon, 
4 Even the country which the Lorp 
smote before the congregation of Is- 
rael, is a land for cattle, and thy ser- 
vants have cattle: 5 Wherefore, said 
they, if we have found grace in thy 
sight, let this land be given unto thy 
servants for a possession, and bring 
us not over Jordan. 6 And Moses 
said unto the children of Gad and to 
the children of Reuben, Shall your 
brethren go to war, and shall ye sit 
here? 7 And wherefore discourage 
ye the heart of the children of Israel 
from going over into the land which 
the Lorp hath given them? 8 Thus 
did your fathers, when I sent them 
from Kadesh-barnea to see the land. 
9 For when they went up unto the 
valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, 
they discouraged the heartof the child- 
ren of Israel, that they should not go 
into the land which the Lorp had 
given them. 10 And the Lorp’s 
anger was kindled the same time, and 
he sware, saying, 11 Surely none ót 
the men that came up out of Egypt, 
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from twenty years old and upward, 
shall see the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Ja- 
cob; because they have not wholly 
followed me: 12 Save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Jo- 
shua the son of Nun: for they have 
wholly followed the Lorp. 13 And 
the Lorp’s anger was kindled against 
Israel, and he made them wander in 
the wilderness forty years, until all 
the generation, that had done evil in 
the sight of the Lorp, was consumed. 
14 And, behold, ye are risen up in 
your fathers’ stead, an increase of sin- 
ful men, to augment yet the fierce 
anger of the Lorn toward Israel. 15 
For if ye turn away from after him, 
he will yet again leave them in the 
wilderness ; and ye shall destroy all 
this people. 

Israel’s tents were now pitched in the 
plains of Moab, where they continued many 
months, looking back upon the conquests 
they had already made of the land of Sihon 
and Og, and looking forward to Canaan, 
which they hoped in a littke time to make 
themselves masters of. While they made 
this stand, and were at a pause, this great 
affair of the disposal of the conquests they 
had already made was here concerted and 
settled, not by any particular order or ap- 
pointment of God, but at the special instance 
and request of two of the tribes, to which 
Moses, after a long debate that arose upon it, 
consented. For even then, when so much 
was done by the extraordinary appearances 
of divine Providence, many things were left 
to the direction of human prudence ; for God, 
in governing both the world and the church, 
makes use of the reason of men, and serves 
his own purposes by it. 

I. Here is a motion made by the Reuben- 
ites and Gadites, that the land which they 
had lately possessed themselves of, and which 
in the right of conquest belonged to Israel in 
common, might be assigned to them in par- 
ticular for their inheritance: upon the ge- 
neral idea they had of the land of promise, 
they supposed this would be about their pro- 
portion. Reuben and Gad were encamped 
under the same standard, and so had the 
better opportunity of comparing notes, and 
settling this matter between themselves. In 
the first verse the children of Reuben are 
named first, but afterwards the children of 
Gad (w. 2, 25, 31), either hecause the Gadites 
made the first motion and were most forward 
for it, or because they were the better spokes- 
men and had more of the art of management, 
Reuben’s tribe still lying under Jacob’s sen- 
tence, he shall not excel. Two things common 
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in the world induced these tribes to make 
this choice and this motion upon it, the 
lust of the eye and the pride of life, 1 Johr: 
ii. 16. 1. The lust of the eye. This land 
which they coveted was not only beautiful 
for situation, and pleasant to the eye, but it 
was good for food, food for cattle ; and they 
had a great multitude of cattle, above the 
rest of the tribes, it is supposed because 
they brought more out of Egypt than the 
rest did; but that was forty years before, and 
stocks of cattle increase and decrease in less 
time than that; therefore I rather think they 
had been better husbands of their cattle in 
the wilderness, had tended them better, had 
taken more care of the breed, and not been 
so profuse as their neighbours in eating the 
lambs out of the flock and the calves out of the 
midst of the stall. Now they, having these 
large stocks, coveted land proportionable. 
Many scriptures speak of Bashan and Gilead 
as places famous for cattle ; they had been so 
already, and therefore these tribes hoped 
they would be so to them, and, whatever 
comes of it, here they desire to take their lot. 
The judicious Calvin thinks there was much 
amiss in the principle they went upon, and 
that they consulted their own private con- 
venience more than the public good, that 
they had not such regard to the honour and 
interest of. Israel, and the promise made to 
Abraham of the land of Canaan (strictly so 
called), as they ought to have had. And 
still it is too true that many seek their own 
things more than the things of Jesus Christ 
(Phil. iit. 21), and that many are influenced 
by their secular interest and advantage to 
take up short of the heavenly Canaan. ‘Their 
spirits agree too well with this world, and 
with the things that are seen, that are tem- 
poral ; and they say, “ It is good to be here,” 
and so lose what is hereatter for want of 
seeking it. Lot thus chose by the sight of 
the eye, and smarted for his choice. Would 
we choose our portion aright we must look 
above the things that are seen. 2. Perhaps 
there was something of the pride of life in it. 
Reuben was the first-born of Israel, but he 
had lost his birthright. Several of the tribes, 
and Judah especially, had risen above him, 
so that he could not expect the best lot in 
Canaan ; and therefore, to save the shadow 
of a birthright, when he had forfeited the 
substance, he here catches at the first lot, 
though it was out of Canaan, and far off from 
the tabernacle. ‘Thus Esau sold his birth- 
right, and yet got to be served first with an 
inheritance in Mount Seir. The tribe of Gad 
descended from the first-born of Zilpah, and 
were like pretenders with the Reubenites ; 
and Manasseh too was a first-born, but knew 
he must be eclipsed by Ephraim his younger 
brother, and therefore he also coveted to get 
precedency. 

II. Moses’s dislike of this motion, and the 
severe rebuke he gives to it, as a faithful 
prince and prophet. 


The request of the Reubenites. 


1. It must be confessed that, prima facie— 
at first sight, the thing looked ill, especially 
the closing words of their petition: Bring us 
not over Jordan, v.5. (1.) It seemed to pro- 
ceed froin a bad principle, a contempt of the 
land of promise, which Moses himself was 
so desirous of a sight of, a distrust too of 
the power of God to dispossess the Canaan- 
ites, as if a lot in a land which they knew, 
and which was already conquered, was more 
desirable than a lot in a land they knew not, 
and which was yet to be conquered: one 
bird in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
‘There seemed also to be covetousness in it ; 
for that which they insisted on was that it 
was convenient for their cattle. It argued 
likewise a neglect of their brethren, as if 
they cared not what became of Israel, while 
they themselves were well provided for. (2.) 
It might have been of bad consequence. 
The people might have taken improper hints 
from it, and have suggested that they were 
few enough, when they had their whole 
number, to deal with the Canaanites, but 
how unequal would the match be if they 
should drop two tribes and a half (above a 
fifth part of their strength) on this siae Jor- 
dan. It would likewise be a bad precedent ; 
if they must have the land thus granted them 
as soon as it was conquered, other tribes 
might make the same pretensions and claims, 
and so the regular disposition of the land by 
lot would be anticipated. 

2. Moses is therefore very warm upon 
them, which is to be imputed to his pious 
zeal against sin, and not to any peevishness, 
the effect of old age, for his meekness abated 
not, any more than his natural force. (1.) 
He shows them what he apprehended to be 
evil in this motion, that it would discourage 
the heart of their brethren, v. 6,7. <“ What!” 
(says he, with a holy indignation at their 
selfishness) “ shall your brethren go to war, 
and expose themselves to all the hardships 
and hazards of the field, and shall you sit here 
at yourease? No, do not deceive yourselves, 
you shall never be indulged by me in this 
sloth and cowardice.” It ill becomes any of 
God’s Israel to sit down unconcerned in the 
difficult and perilous concernments of their 
brethren, whether public or personal. (2.) 
He reminds them of the fatal consequences 
of the unbelief and faint-heartedness of their 
fathers, when they were just ready to enter 
Canaan, as they themselves now were. He 
recites the story very particularly (v. 8—13): 
“ Thus did your fathers, whose punishment 
should be a warning to you to take heed of 
sinning after the similitude of their trans- 
gression.” (3.) He gives them fair warning 
of the mischief that would be likely to follow 
upon this separation which they were about 
to make from the camp of Israel; they would 
be in danger of bringing wrath upon the 
whole congregation, and hurrying them all 
back again into the wilderness (v. 14, 15): 
“You have risen up in your fathers’ stead 
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to despise the pleasant land and reject it as 
they did, when we hoped you had risen up 
in their stead to possess it.” It was an en- 
couragement to Moses to see what an in- 
crease of men there was in these tribes, but a 
discouragement to see that it was withal an 
increase of sinful men, treading in the steps 
of their fathers’ impiety. It is sad to see the 
rising generation in famihes and countries 
not only no better, but worse, than that which 
went before it; and what comes of it? Why, 
it augmeuts the fierce anger of the Lord ; not 
only continues that fire, but increases it, and 
fills the measure, often till it overflows in a 
deluge of desolation. Note, If men did but 
consider, as they ought, what would be the 
end of sin, they would be afraid of the 
beginnings of it. 

16 And they came near unto him, 
and said, We will build sheepfolds 
here for our cattle, and cities for our 
little ones: 17 But we ourselves will 
go ready armed before the children of 
Israel, until we have brought them 
unto their place: and our little ones 
shall dwell in the fenced cities be- 
cause of the inhabitants of the land. 
18 Wewill not return unto our houses, 
until the children of Israel have in- 
herited every man his inheritance. 19 
For we will not inherit with them on 
yonder side Jordan, or forward; be- 
cause our inheritance is fallen to us 
on this side Jordan eastward. 20 
And Moses said unto them, If ye will 
do this thing, if ye will go armed be- 
fore the Lorp to war, 21 And will 
go all of you armed over Jordan be- 
tore the Lorp, until he hath driven 
out his enemies from before him, 22 
And the land be subdued before the 
Lorp: then afterward ye shall return, 
and be guiltless before the Lorp, and 
before Israel; and this land shall be 
your possession before the Lorp. 23 
But if ye will not do so, behold, ye 
have sinned against the Lorp: and 
be sure your sin will find you out. 24 
Build you cities for your little ones, 
and folds for your sheep ; and do that 


which hath proceeded out of your? 


mouth. 25 And the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuben spake 
unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will 
doas my Lorp commandeth. 26 Our 
little ones, our wives, our flocks, and 
all our cattle, shall be there in the 
cities of Gilead: 27 But thy servants 
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will pass over, every man armed for 
war, before the Lorp to battle, as 
my Lorp saith. 


We have here the accommodating of the 
matter between Moses and the two tribes, 
about their settlement on this side Jordan. 
Probably the petitioners withdrew, and con- 
sidered with themselves what answer they 
should return to the severe reproof Moses 
had given them; and, after some consulta- 
tion, they return with this proposal, that their 
men of war should go and assist their brethren 
in the conquest of Canaan, and they would 
leave their families and flocks behind them 
in this land : and thus they might have their 
request, and no harm would be done. Now 
it is uncertain whether they designed this at 
first when they brought their petition or no. 
If they did, it is an instance how often that 
which is honestly meant is unhappily misin- 
terpreted: yet Moses herein was excusable, 
for he had reason to suspect the worst of 
thern, and the rebuke he gave them was from 
the abundance of his care to prevent sin. 
But, if they did not, it is an instance of the 
good effect of plain dealing ; Moses, by show- 
ing them their sin, and the danger of it, 
brought them to their duty without mur- 
muring or disputing. They object not that 
their brethren were able to contend with the 
Canaanites without their help, especially since 
they were sure of God’s fighting for them ; 
but engage themselves to stand by them. 

I. Their proposal is very fair and generous, 
and such as, instead of disheartening, would 
rather encourage their brethren. 1. That 
their men of war, who were fit for service, 
would go ready armed before the children of 
Israel into the land of Canaan. So far 
would they be from deserting them that, if it 
were thought fit, they would lead them on, 
and be foremost in all dangerous enterprises. 
So far were they from either distrusting or de- 
spising the conquest of Canaan that they would 
assist in it with the utmost readiness and reso- 
lution. 2. That they would leave behind them 
their families and cattle (which would otherwise 
be but the incumbrance of their camp), and 
so they would be the more serviceable to their 
brethren, v. 16. 3. That they would not re- 
turn to their possessions till the conquest of 
Canaan was completed, v. 18. Their brethren 
should have their best help as long as they 
needed it. 4. That yet they would not ex- 
pect any share of the land that was yet to be 
conquered (v. 19): “We will not desire to 
inherit with them, nor, under colour of assist- 
ing them in the war, put in for a share with 
them in the land; no, we will be content 
with our inheritance on this side Jordan, and 
there will be so much the more on yonder side 
for them.” 

II. Moses thereupon grants their request, 
upon consideration that they would adhere 
to their proposals. 1. He insists much upon 
it that they should never lay down their arms 
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till their brethren laid down theirs. They 
promised to go armed before the children of 
Israel, v. 17.“ Nay,” says Moses, “you 
shall go armed before the Lord, v. 20,21. It 
is God’s cause more than your brethren’s, 
and to him you must have an eye, and not to 
them only.” Before the Lord, that is, before 
the ark of the Lord, the token of his pre- 
sence, which, it should seem, they carried 
about with them in the wars of Canaan, and 
immediately before which these two tribes 
were posted, as we find in the order of their 
march, ch. ii. 10, 17. 2. Upon this condi- 
tion he grants them this land for their pos- 
session, and tells them they shall be guiltless 
before the Lord and before Israel, v. 22. 
They should have the land, and neither sin 
nor blame should cleave to it, neither sin 
before God nor blame before Israel; and, 
whatever possessions we have, it is desirable 
thus to come guiltless tothem. But, 3. He 
warns them of the danger of breaking their 
word: “If you fail, you sin against the Lord 
(v. 23), and not against your brethren only, 
and be sure your sin will find you out ;” that 
is, “God will certainly reckon with you for 
it, though you may make a light matter of it.” 
Note, Sin will, without doubt, find ont the 
sinner sooner or later. It concerns us there- 
fore to find our sins out, that we may repent 
of them and forsake them, lest our sins find 
us out to our ruin and confusion. 

II. They unanimously agree to the pro- 
visos and conditions of the grant, and do, as it 
were, give bond for performance, by a solemn 
promise: Thy servants will do as my lord 
commandeth, v. 25. Their brethren had all 
contributed their assistance to the conquest 
of this country, which they desired for a pos- 
session, and therefore they owned themselves 
obliged in justice to help them in the con- 
quest of that which was to be their possession. 
Having received kindness, we ought to return 
it, though it was not so conditioned when we 
received it. We may suppose that this pro- 
mise was understood, on both sides, soas not to 
oblige all that were numbered of these tribes 
to go over armed, but those only that were 
fittest for the expedition, who would be most 
serviceable, while it was necessary that some 
should be left to till the ground and guard 
the country; and accordingly we find that 
about 40,000 of the two tribes and a half 
went over armed (Josh. iv. 13), whereas their 
whole number was about 100,000. 

28 So concerning them Moses 
commanded Eleazar the priest, and 
Joshua the son of Nun, and the 
chief fathers of the tribes of the 
children of Israel: 29 And Moses 
said unto them, If the children of Gad 
and the children of Reuben will pass 
with you over Jordan, every man 
armed to battle, before the Lorp, and 


the land shall be subdued before you; 
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then ye shall give them the land of|their brethren, and fare as they fare; they 


Gilead for a possession : 
they will not pass over with you 
armed, they shall have possessions 
among you in the land of Canaan. 31 
And the children of Gad and the child- 
ren of Reuben answered, saying, As 
the Lorp hath said unto thy servants, 
so willwe do. 32 We will pass over 
armed before the Lorp into the land 
o” Canaan, that the possession of our 
inneritance on this side Jordan may 
be our’s. 33 And Moses gave unto 
them, even to the children of Gad, 
and to the children of Reuben, and 
unto half the tribe of Manasseh the 
son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, and the king- 
dom of Og king of Bashan, the land, 
with the cities thereof in the coasts, 
even the cities of the country round 
about. 34 And the children of Gad 
built Dibon, and Ataroth, and Aroer, 
35 And Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, 
and Jogbehah, 36 And Beth-nimrah, 
and Beth-haran, fenced cities: and 
folds for sheep. 37 And the children 
of Reuben built Heshbon, and Elea- 
leh, and Kirjathaim, 38 And Nebo, 
and Baal-meon, (their names being 
changed,) and Shibmah: and gave 
other names unto the cities which they 
builded. 39 And the children of Ma- 
chir the son of Manasseh went to 
Gilead, and took it, and dispossessed 
the Amorite which was in it. 40 And 
Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the 
sonof Manasseh; andhedwelt therein. 
41 And Jair the son of Manasseh 
went and took the small towns thereof, 
and called them Havoth-jair. 42 And 
Nobah went and took Kenath, and 
the villages thereof, and called it 
Nobah, after his own name. 


Here, 1. Moses settles this matter with 
Eleazar, and with Joshua who was to be his 
successor, knowing that he himself must not 
live to see it perfected, v.28—30. He gives 
them an estate upon condition, leaving it to 
Joshua, if they fulfilled the condition, to de- 
clare the estate absolute: “ If they will not go 
over with you,” he does not say, “ you shall 
give them no inheritance at all,” but “you 
shall not give them this inheritance which 
they covet. If their militia will not come 
over with you, compel the whole tribes to 
come over, and let them take their lot with 
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not expect that the lot will favour them.” 
Hereupon they repeat their promise to adhere 
to their brethren, v. 31,32. 2. Moses settles 
them in the land they desired. He gave it 
to them for a possession, v. 33. Here is the 
first mention of the half tribe of Manasseh 
coming in with them for a share; probably 
they had not joined with them in the petition, 
hut, the land when it came to be apportioned 
proving to be too much for them, this half 
tribe had a lot among them, perhaps at their 
request, or by divine direction, or because 
they had signalized themselves in the con- 
quest of this country: for the children of 
Machir, a stout and warlike family, had 
taken Gilead and dispossessed the Amorites, 
v. 39. “Let them win it and wear it, get it 
and take it.” And, they being celebrated for 
their courage and bravery, it was for the 
common safety to put them in this frontier- 
country. Concerning the settlement of these 
tribes observe, (1.) They built the cities, 
that is, repaired them, because either they 
had been damaged by the war or the Amorites 
had suffered them to goto decay. (2.) They 
changed the names of them (v. 38), either to 
show their authority, that the change of the 
names might signify the change of their 
owners, or because their names were idola- 
trous, and carried in them a respect to the 
dunghill-deities that were there worshipped. 
Nebo and Baal were names of their gods, 
which they were forbidden to make mention 
of (Exod. xxiii. 13), and which, by changing 
the names of these cities, they endeavoured 
to bury in oblivion; and God promises to 
take away the names of Baalim out of the 
mouths of his people, Hos. ii. 17. 

Lastly, It is observable that, as these tribes 
were now first placed before the other tribes, 
so, long afterwards, they were displaced be- 
fore the other tribes. We find that they 
were carried captive into Assyria some years 
before the other tribes, 2 Kings xv. 29. Such 
a proportion does Providence sometimes ob- 
serve in balancing prosperity and adversity ; 
he sets the one over-against the other. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


In this chapter we have, I. A particular accouat af the removals and 
encampments of the children of Israel, from their escape out of 
Egypt to their entrance into Canaan, forty-two in all, with some 
remarkable events that happened at some of those piaces, ver 
1—49. ll. A strict command given them to drive oot all the 
inhabitants of the land of Canaan, which they were naw going 
to conquer and take possession of, ver. 56—56. So that the for- 
mer part of the chapter loaks back apon their march through 
the wilderness, the latter looks forward to their settlement in 
Canaan. 


HESE are the journeys of the 

children of Israel, which went 
forth out of the land of Egypt with 
their armies under the hand of Moses 
and Aaron. 2 And Moses wrote their 
goings out according to their journeys 
by the commandment of the Lorn: 
and these ave their journeys according 
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to their goings out. 3 And they de- 
parted from Rameses in the first 
month, on the fifteenth day of the first 
month ; on the morrow after the pass- 
over the children of Israel went out 
with a high hand in the sight of all 
the Egyptians. 4 For the Egyptians 
buried all their firstborn, which the 
Lorp had smitten among them: upon 
their gods also the Lorp executed 
judgments. 5 And the children of 
{srael removed from Rameses, and 
pitched in Succoth. 6 And they de- 
parted from Succoth, and pitched in 
Etham, which is in the edge of the 
wilderness. 7 And they removed from 
Etham, and turned again unto Pi- 
hahiroth, which is before Baal-zephon: 
and they pitched before Migdol. 8 
And they departed from before Pi- 
hahiroth, and passed through the 
midst of the sea into the wilderness, 
and went three days’ journey in the 
wilderness of Etham, and pitched in 
Marah. 9 And they removed from 
Marah, and came unto Elim: and in 
Elim were twelve fountains of water, 
and threescore and ten palm trees; 
and they pitched there. 10 And they 
removed from Elim, and encamped 
by the Red sea. 11 And they removed 
from the Red sea, and encamped in 
the wilderness of Sin. 12 And they 
took their journey out of the wilder- 
ness of Sin, and encamped in Doph- 
kah. 13 And they departed from 
Dophkah, and encamped in Alush. 14 
And they removed from Alush, and 
encamped at Rephidim, where was no 
water for the people to drink. 15 And 
they departed from Rephidim, and 
pitched in the wilderness of Sinai. 16 
And they removed from the desert of 
Sinai, and pitched at Kibroth-hat- 
taavah. 17 And they departed from 
Kibroth-hattaavah, and encamped at 
Hazeroth. 18 And they departed 
from Hazeroth, and pitched in Rith- 
mah. 19 And they departed from 
Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmon- 
parez. 20 And they departed from 
Rimmon-parez, and pitched in Libnah. 
21 And they removed from Libnah, 
and pitched at Rissah. 22 And they 
journeyed from Rissah, and pitched 
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in Kehelathah. 23 And they went 
from Kehelathah, and pitched in 
mount Shapher. 24 And they re- 
moved from mount Shapher, and en- 
camped in Haradah. 25 And they 
removed from Haradah, and pitched 
in Makheloth. 26 And they removed 
from Makheloth, and encamped at 
Tahath. 27 And they departed from 
Tahath, and pitched at Tarah. 28 
And they removed from Tarah, and 
pitched in Mithcah. 29 And they 
went from Mithcah, and pitched in 
Hashmonah. 30 And they departed 
from Hashmonah, and encamped at 
Moseroth. 31 And they departed 
from Moseroth, and pitched in Bene- 
jaakan. 32 And they removed from 
Bene-jaakan, and encamped at Hor- 
hagidgad. 33 And they went from 
Hor-hagidgad, and pitched in Jotba- 
thah. 34 And they removed from 
Jotbathah, and encamped at Ebronah. 
35 And they departed from Kbronah, 
and encamped at Ezion-gaber. 36 
And they removed from Ezion-gaber, 
and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, 
which ¿s Kadesh. 37 And they re- 
moved from Kadesh, and pitched in 
mount Hor, in the edge of the land 
of Edom. 38 And Aaron the priest 
went up into mount Hor at the com- 
mandment of the Lorp, and died 
there, in the fortieth year after the 
children of Israel were come out of 
the land of Egypt, in the first day of 
the fifth month. 39 And Aaron was 
a hundred and twenty and three 
years old when he died in mount 
Hor. 40 And king Arad the Ca- 
naanite, which dwelt in the scuth in 
the land of Canaan, heard of the 
coming of the children of Israel. 41 
And they departed from mount Hor, 
and pitched in Zalmonah. 42 And 
they departed from Zalmonah, and 
pitched in Punon. 43 And they de- 
parted from Punon, and pitched in 
Oboth. 44 And they departed from 
Oboth, and pitched in Ije-abarim, in 
the border of Moab. 45 And they 
departed from lim, and pitched in 
Dibon-gad. 46 And they removed 
from Dibon-gad, and encamped in 
Almon-diblathaim. 47 And they 
715 


The Canaanites doomed. 


removed from Almon-diblathaim, and 
pitched in the mountains of Abarim, 
before Nebo. 48 And they departed 
from the mountains of Abarim, and 
pitched in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho. 49 And they 
pitched by Jordan, from Beth-jesimoth 
even unto Abel-shittim in the plains 
of Moab. 


This is a review and brief rehearsal of the 
travels of the children of Israel through the 
wilderness. It was a memorable history and 
well worthy to be thus abridged, and the 
abridgment thus preserved, to the honour of 
God that led them and for the encouragement 
ofthe generations that followed. Observe here, 

I. How the account was kept: Moses wrote 
their goings out, v.2. When they began this 
tedious march, God ordered him to keep a 
journal or diary, and to insert in it all the re- 
inarkable occurrences of their way, that it 
might be a satisfaction to himself in the 
review and an instruction to others when it 
should be published. It may be of good use 
to private Christians, but especially to those 
in public stations, to preserve in writing an 
account of the providences of God concerning 
them, the constant series of mercies they 
have experienced, especially those turns and 
changes which have made some days of their 
lives more remarkable. Our memories are 
deceitful and need this help, that we may 
remember all the way which the Lord our God 
has led us in this wilderness, Deut. viii. 2. 

II. What the account itself was. It began 
with their departure out of Egypt, continued 
with their march through the wilderness, and 
ended in the plains of Moab, where they now 
lay encamped. 

1. Some things are observed here concern- 
ing their departure out of Egypt, which they 
are reminded of upon all occasions, as a work 
of wonder never to be forgotten. (1.) That 
they went forth with their armies (v. 1), rank 
and file, as an army with banners. (2.) Under 
the hand of Moses and Aaron, their guides, 
overseers, and rulers, under God. (3.) With 
a high hand, because God’s hand was high 
that wrought for them, aud in the sight of all 
the Egyptians, v.3. They did not steal away 
clandestinely (Isa. lii. 12), but in defiance of 
their enemies, to whom God had made them 
such a burdensome stone that they neither 
could, nor would, nor durst, oppose them. 
(4.) They went forth while the Egyptians 
were burying, or at least preparing to bury, 
their first-born, v. 4. ‘They had a mind good 
enough, or rather bad enough, still to have 
detained the Israelites their prisoners, but God 
found them other work to do. ‘They would 
have God’s first-born buried alive, but God 
set them a burying their own first-born. (5.) 
To all the plagues of Egypt it is added here 


that on their gods also the Lord executed 
judgments. 
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shipped, it is probable, were broken down, 
as Dagon afterwards before the ark, so that 
they could not consult them about this great 
affair. To this perhaps there is reference, 
Isa. xix. 1, The idols of Egypt shall be moved 
at his presence. 

2. Concerning their travels towards Ca- 
naan. Observe, (1.) They were continually 
upon the remove. When they had pitched a 
little while in one place they departed from 
that to another. Such is our state in this 
world ; we have here no continuing city. (2.) 
Most of their way lay through a wilderness, 
uninhabited, untracked, unfurnished even 
with the necessaries of human life, which 
magnifies the wisdom and power of God, by 
whose wonderful conduct and bounty the 
thousands of Israel not only subsisted for 
forty years in that desolate place, but came 
out at least as numerous and vigorous as 
they went in. At first they pitched in the 
edge of the wilderness (v. 6), but afterwards in 
the heart of it; by less difficulties God pre- 
pares his people for greater. We find them 
in the wilderness of Etham (w. 8), of Sin (w. 
11), of Sinai, v. 15. Our removals in this 
world are but from one wilderness to another. 
(3.) They were led to and fro, forward and 
backward, as in a maze or labyrinth, and yet 
were all the while under the direction of the 
pillar of cloud and fire. He led them about 
(Deut. xxxii. 10), and yet led them the right 
way, Ps. cvii. 7. The way which God takes 
in bringing his people to himself is always 
the best way, though it does not always seem 
to us the nearest way. (4.) Some events are 
mentioned in this journal, as their want of 
water at Rephidim (v. 14), the death of Aaron 
(v. 38, 39), the insult of Arad (v. 40}; and the 
very name of Kibroth-hattaavah—the graves 
of lusts (v. 16), has a story depending upon 
it. Thus we ought to keep in mind the pro- 
vidences of God concerning us and our fami- 
lies, us and our land, and the many instances 
of that divine care which has led us, and fed 
us, and kept us, all our days hitherto. Shit- 
tim, the place where the people sinned in the 
matter of Peor (ch. xxv. 1), is here called 
Abel-shittim. Abel signifies mourning (as 
Gen. ]. 11), and probably this place was so 
called from the mourning of the good people 
of Israel on account of that sin and of God’s 
wrath against them for it. It was so greata 
mourning that it gave a name to the place. 


50 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses in the plains of Moab by Jordan 
near Jericho, saying, 51 Speak unto 
the children of Israel, and say unto 
them, When ye are passed over Jor- 
dan into the land of Canaan ; 52 Then 
ye shall drive out all the inhabitants 
of the land from before you, and de- 
stroy all their pictures, and destroy 
all their molten images, and quite 
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pluck down all their high places: 53 
And ye shall dispossess the inha- 
bitants of the land, and dwell therein: 
for I have given you the land to pos- 
sess it. 54 And ye shall divide the 
land by lot for an inheritance among 
your families: and to the more ye 
shall give the more inheritance, and 
to the fewer ye shall give the less in- 
heritance: every man’s inheritance 
shall be in the place where his lot 
falleth ; according to the tribes of your 
fathers ye shall inherit. 55 But if ye 
will not drive out the inhabitants of 
the land from before you; then it 
shall come to pass, that those which 
ye let remain of them shall be pricks 
in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, 
and shall vex you in the land wherein 
ye dwell. 56 Moreover it shall come 
to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I 
thought to do unto them. 

While the children of Israel were in the 
wilderness their total separation from all other 
people kept them out of the way of tempta- 
tion to idolatry, and perhaps this was one 
thing intended by their long confinement in 
the wilderness, that thereby the idols of 
Egypt might be forgotten, and the people 
aired (as it were) and purified from that in- 
fection, and the gencration that entered Ca- 
naan might be such as never knew those 
depths of Satan. But now that they were to 
pass over Jordan they were entering again 
into that temptation, and therefore, 1. ‘hey 
are here strictly charged utterly to destroy 
all the remnanis of idolatry. They must not 
only drive out the inhabitants of the land, that 
they may possess their country, but they 
must deface all their idolatrous pictures and 
images, and pull down all their high places, v. 
52. They must not preserve any of them, 
no, not as monuments of antiquity to gratify 
the curious, nor as ornaments of their houses, 
nor toys for their children to play with, but 
they must destroy all, both in token of their 
abhorrence and detestation of idolatry and to 
prevent their being tempted to worship those 
images, and the false gods represented by 
them, or to worship the God of Israel by such 
images or representations. 2. They were 
assured that, if they did so, God would by 
degrees put them in full possession of the 
land of promise, v. 53, 54. If they would 
keep themselves pure from the idols of Ca- 
naan, God would enrich them with the wealth 
of Canaan. Learn not their way, and then 
fear not their power. 3. They were threat- 
ened that, if they spared either the idols or 
the idolaters, they should be beaten with 
their own rod and their sin would certainly 
be their punishment. (1.) They would fos- 
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ter snakes in their own bosoms, v. 55. ‘The 
remnant of the Canaanites, if they made any 
league with them, though it were but a ces- 
sation of arms, would be pricks in their eyes 
and thorns in their sides, that is, they would 
be upon all occasions vexatious to them, in- 
sulting them, robbing them, and, to the ut- 
most of their power, making mischief among 
them. We must expect trouble and afflic- 
tion from that, whatever it is, which we sin- 
fully indulge; that which we are willing 
should tempt us we shall find will vex us. 
(2.) The righteous God would turn that 
wheel upon the Israelites which was to have 
crushed the Canaanites: I shall do to you as 
I thought to do unto them, v. 56. It was in- 
tended that the Canaanites should be dispos- 
sessed ; but if the Israelites fell in with them, 
and learned their way, they should be dis- 
possessed, for God’s displeasure would justly 
be greater against them than against the Ca- 
naanites themselves. Let us hear this, and 
fear. If we do not drive sin ont, sin will 
drive us out; if we be not the death of our 
lusts, our lusts will be the death of our souls. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


In this chapter God directs Moses, and he is to direct Israel, I. 
Concerning the bounds and borders of the land of Canaan, ver. 
1—15. li. Concerning the division and distribution of it to the 
tribes of Israel, ver. 16, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses, 
saying, 2 Command the child- 

ren of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye come into the land of Ca- 
naan; (this zs the land that shall fall 
unto you for an inheritance, even the 
land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:) 
3 Then your south quarter shall be 
from the wilderness of Zin along by 
the coast of Edom, and your south 
border shall be the outmost coast of 
the salt sea eastward: 4 And your 
border shall turn from the south to 
the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass on 
to Zin: and the going forth thereof 
shall be from the south to Kadesh- 
barnea, and shali goon to Hazar-addar, 
and pass on to Azmon: 5 And the 
border shall fetch a compass from 
Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and 
the goings out of it shall be at the 
sea. 6 And as for the western border, 
ye shall even have the great sea for a 
border: this shall be your west border. 
7 And this shall be your north border: 
from the great sea ye shall point out 
for you mount Hor: 8 From mount 
Hor ye shall point out your border 
unto the entrance of Hamath; and 
the goings forth of the border shall be 
to Zedad: 9 And the border shall go 
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it shall be at Hazar-enan: this shall be have his people to enlarge their desire of 


your north border. 10 And ye shall 
point out your east border from Ha- 
zar-enan to Shepham: 11 And the 
coast shall go down from Shepham to 
Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and 
the border shall descend, and shall 
reach unto the side of the sea of Chin- 
nereth eastward: 12 And the border 
shall go down to Jordan, and the 
goings out of it shall be at the salt 
sea: this shall be your land with the 
coasts thereof round about. 13 And 
Moses commanded the children of 
Israel, saying, This is the land which 
ye shall inherit by lot, which the 
Lorp commanded to give unto the 
nine tribes, and tothe half tribe: 14 
For the tribe of the children of Reu- 
ben according to the house of their 
fathers, and the tribe of the children 
of Gad according to the house of their 
fathers, have received their inherit- 
ance ; and half the tribe of Manasseh 
have received their mheritance: 15 
The two tribes and the half tribe have 
received their inheritance on this side 
Jordan near Jericho eastward, toward 
the sunrising. 


We have here a particular draught of the 
line by which the land of Canaan was meted, 
and bounded, on all sides. God directs 
Moses to settle it here, not as a geographer 
in his map, merely to please the curious, 
but as a prince in his grant, that it may be 
certainly known what passes, and is conveyed, 
by the grant. There was a much larger 
possession promised them, which in due time 
they would have possessed if they had 
been obedient, reaching even to the river 
Euphrafes, Deut. xi. 24. And even so far the 
dominion of Israel did extend in David’s 
time and Solomon’s, 2 Chron. ix. 26. But 
this which is here described is Canaan 
only, which was the lot of the nine tribes 
and a half, for the other two and a half were 
already settled, v. 14,15. Now concerning 
the limits of Canaan observe, 

I. That it was limited within certain bounds: 
for God appoints the bounds of our habitation, 
Acts xvii. 26. The borders are set them, 
1. That they might know whom they were 
to dispossess, and how far the commission 
which was given them extended (ch. xxxiii. 
53), that they should drive out the inhabitants. 
Those that lay within these borders, and 
those only, they must destroy; hitherto 
their bloody sword must go, and no further. 
2, ‘That they might know what to expect the 
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worldly possessions, but to know when they 
have enough, and to rest satisfied with it 
The Israelites themselves must not be placed 
alone in the midst of the earth, but must 
leave room for their neighbours to live by 
them. God sets bounds to our lot; let us 
then set bounds to our desires, and bring 
our mind to our condition. 

II. That it lay comparatively in a very little 
compass: as it is here bounded, it is 
reckoned to be but about 160 miles in length 
and about fifty in breadth; perhaps it 
did not contain more than half as much 
ground as England, and yet this is the 
country which was promised to the father of 
the faithful and was the possession of the 
seed of Israel. This was that little spot of 
ground in which only, for many ages, God 
was known, and his name was great, Ps. lxxvi. 
1. This was the vineyard of the Lord, the 
garden enclosed; but, as it is with gardens 
and vineyards, the narrowness of the extent 
was abundantly compensated by the ex- 
traordinary fruitfulness of the soil, otherwise 
it could not have subsisted so numerous a 
nation as did inhabit it. See here then, 1. 
How small a part of the world God has for 
himself. Though the earth is his, and the 
Sulness thereof, yet few have the knowledge of 
him and serve him; but those few are happy, 
very happy, because fruitful to God. 2. 
How small a share of the world God often 
gives to his own people. Those that have 
their portion in heaven have reason to be 
content with a small pittance of this earth ; 
but, as here, what is wanting in quantity is 
made up in quality; a little that a righteous 
man has, having it from the love of God and 
with his blessing, is far better and more 
comfortable than the riches of many wicked, 
Ps. xxxvii. 16. 

TH. It is observable what the bounds and 
limits of it were. 1. Canaan was itself a 
pleasunt land (so it is called Dan. viii. 9), 
and yet it bordered upon wildernesses and 
seas, and was surrounded with divers 
melancholy prospects. Thus the vineyard 
of the church is compassed on all hands with 
the desert of this world, which serves as a 
foil to it, to make it appear the more beautiful 
for situation. 2. Many of its borders were 
its defences and natural fortifications, to 
render the access of enemies the more 
difficult, and to intimate to Israel that the 
God of nature was their protector, and with 
his favour would compass them us with a 
shield. 3. The border reached to the river 
of Egypt (v. 5), that the sight of that country 
which they could look into out of their own 
might remind them of their bondage there, 
and their wonderful deliverance thence. 4. 
Their border ıs here made to begin at tie 
Salt Sea (v. 3), and there it ends, v. 12. 
This was the remaining lasting monument of 
the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
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That pleasant fruitful vale in which these 
cities stood became a lake, which was never 
stirred by any wind, bore no vessels, was 
replenished with no fish, no living creature 
of any sort being found in it, therefore called 
the Dead Sea. ‘Uhis was part of their border, 
that it might be a constant warning to them 
to take heed of those sins which had been 
the ruin of Sodom; yet the iniquity of Sodom 
was afterwards found in Israel (Ezek. xvi. 
49), for which Canaan was made, though not 
a salt sea as Sodom, yet a barren soil, and 
continues so to this day. 5. Their western 
border was the Great Sea (v. 6), which is now 
called the Mediterranean. Some consider this 
sea itself to have beena part of their possession, 
and that, by virtue of this grant, they had 
the dominion of it, and, if they had not 
forfeited it by sin, might have rode masters 
of it. 


16 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 17 These are the names 
of the men which shall divide the land 
unto you: Eleazar the priest, and 
Joshua the son of Nun. 18 And ye 
shall take one prince of every tribe, 
to divide the land by inheritance. 19 
And the names of the men are these: 
Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh. 20 And of the tribe 
of the children of Simeon, Shemuel 
the son of Ammihud. 21 Of the tribe 
of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chis- 
lon. 22 And the prince of the tribe 
of the children of Dan, Bukki the son 
of Jogli. 23 The prince of the child- 
ren of Joseph, for the tribe of the 
children of Manassch, Hanniel the son 
of Ephod. 24 And the prince of the 
tribe of the children of Ephraim, Ke- 
muel the son of Shiphtan. 25 And 
the prince of the tribe of the children 
of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Par- 
nach. 26 And the prince of the tribe 
of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the 
son of Azzan. 27 And the prince of 
the tribe of the children of Asher, 
Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 28 And 
the prince of the tribe of the children 
of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Am- 
mihud. 29 These are they whom the 
Lorp commanded to divide the in- 
heritance unto the children of Israel 
in the land of Canaan. 


God here appoints commissioners for the 
dividing of the landto them. ‘The conquest 
of it is taken for granted, though as yet 
there was never a stroke struck towards it. 
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Here is no nomination of the geuerais and 
commanders-in-chief that should carry or 
the war; for they were to get the land in 
possession, not by their own sword or bow, 
but by the power and favour of God ; and so 
confident must they be of victory and success 
while God fought for them that the persons 
must now be named who should be en- 
trusted with the dividing of the land, that is, 
who should preside in casting the lots, and 
determine controversies that might arise, 
and see that all was done fairly. 1. The 
principal commissioners, who were of the 
quorum, were Eleazar and Joshua (v. 17), 
typifying Christ, who, as priest and king, 
divides the heavenly Canaan to the spiritual 
Israel; yet, as they were to go by the lot, so 
Christ acknowledges the disposal must be by 
the will of the Father, Matt. xx. 23. Com- 
pare, Eph. i. 11. 2. Besides these, that there 
might be no suspicion of partiality, a prince 
of each tribe was appointed to inspect this 
matter, and to see that the tribe he served 
for was in no respect injured. Public affairs 
should be so managed as not only to give 
their right to all, but, if possible, to give 
satisfaction to all that they have justice done 
them. It is a happiness to a land to have 
the princes of their people meet together, 
some out of every tribe, to concert the affairs 
that are of common concern, a constitution 
which is the abundant honour, ease, and 
safety, of the nation that is blessed with it. 
3. Some observe that the order of the tribes 
here very much differs from that in which 
they had hitherto, upon all occasions, been 
named, and agrees with the neighbourhood 
of their lots in the division of the land. 
Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, the first three 
here named, lay close together; the in- 
heritanee of Dan lay next them on one side, 
that of Ephraim and Manasseh on another 
side; Zebulun and Issachar lay abreast more 
northerly, and, lastly, Asher and Naphtali 
most northward of all, as is easy to observe 
in looking over a map of Canaan; this (says 
bishop Patrick) is an evidence that Moses 
was guided by a divine Spirit in his writings. 
Known unto God are all his works before- 
hand, and what is new and surprising to us 
he perfectly foresaw, without any confusion 
or uncertainty. 
CHAP. XXXV. 


Orders having been given before for the dividing of the land of 
Canaan among the lay-tribes (as 1 may call them), care is here 
taken for a competent provision for the clergy, the tribe of Levi, 
which ministered in holy things. 1. Forty-eight cities were to 
be assigned them, with their suburbs, some in every trihe, ver. 
1-8. Il. Six cities out of these were to be for ciues of refuge, 
for any man that killed another unawares, ver. 9-15. In the 
law concerning these observe, ]. In what case sanctuary was nor 
allowed, namely, that of wilful murder, ver. 16—21. 2. In what 
cases it was allowed, ver. 22--24. 3. What was the law concern- 
ing those that took shelter in these cities of refuge, ver. 25, &c. 


ND the Lorp spake unto Moses 

in the plains of Moab by Jordan 

near Jericho, saying, 2 Command 

the children of Israel, that they give 

unto the Levites of the inheritance 
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The cities of the Levites. 
of their possession cities to dwell in; 
and ye shall give a/so unto the Le- 
vites suburbs for the cities round 
about them. 3 And the cities shall 
they have to dwell in; and the sub- 
urbs of them shall be for their cattle, 
and for their goods, and for all their 
beasts. -++ And the suburbs of the 
cities, which ye shall give unto the 
Levites, shall reach, from the wall of 
the city and outward a thousand cu- 
bits round about. 5 And ye shall 
measure from without the city on the 
east side two thousand cubits, and on 
the south side two thousand cubits, 
and on the west side two thousand 
cubits, and on the north side two 
thousand cubits; and the city shall 
be in the midst: this shall be to them 
the suburbs of the cities. 6 And 
among the eities which ye shall give 
unto the Levites there shall be six 
cities for refuge, which ye shall ap- 
point for the manslayer, that he may 
flee thither: and to them ye shall add 
forty and two cities. 7 So all the 
cities which ye shall give to the Le- 
vites shall be forty and eight cities: 
them shall ye give with their suburbs. 
8 And the cities which ye shall give 
shall be of the possession of the child- 
ren of Israel: from them that have 
many ye shall give many; but from 
them that have few ye shall give few: 
every one shall give of his cities unto 
the Levites according to his inherit- 
ance which he inheriteth. 

The laws about the tithes and offerings 
had provided very plentifully for the main- 
tenance of the Levites; but it was not to be 
thought, nor indeed was it for the public 
good, that when they came to Canaan they 
should all live about the tabernacle, as they 
had done in the wilderness, and therefore 
care must be taken to provide habitations 
for them, in which they might live com- 
fortably and usefully. It is this which is 
here taken care of. 

I. Cities were allotted them, with their 
suburbs, v. 2. They were not to have any 
ground for tillage; they needed not to sow, 
nor reap, nor gather into barns, for their 
heavenly Father fed them with the tithe of the 
increase of other people’s labours, that they 
might the more closely attend to the study 
of the law, and might have more leisure to 
teach the people; for they were not fed thus 
easily that they might live in idleness, but 
that el might give themselves wholly to 
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the business of their profession, and not be 
entangled in the atfairs of this life. 1. Cities 
were allotted them, that they might live near 
together, and converse with one another 
about the law, to their mutual edification ; 
and that in doubtful cases they might con- 
sult one another, and in all cases strengthen 
one another’s hands. 2. These cities had 
suburbs annexed to them for their cattle (v. 
3), a thousand cubits from the wall was 
allowed them for out-houses to keep their 
cattle in, and then two thousand more for 
fields to graze their cattle in, v. 4,5. ‘Thus 
was care taken that they should not only live, 
but live plentifully, and have all desirable 
conveniences about them, that they might 
not be looked upon with contempt by their 
neighbours. 

II. These cities were to be assigned them 
out of the possessions of each tribe, v. 8. 1. 
That each tribe might thus make a grateful 
acknowledgment to God out of their real as 
well as out of their personal estates (for what 
was given to the Levites was accepted as 
given to the Lord) and thus their possessions 
were sanctified to them. 2. That each tribe 
might have the benefit of the Levites’ dwelling 
among them, to teach them the good know- 
ledge of the Lord; thus that light was 
diffused through all parts of the country, 
and none were left to sit in darkness, Deut. 
xxxiii. 10, They shall teach Jacob thy judg- 
ments. Jacob’s curse on Levi’s anger was, 
I will scatter them in Israel, Gen. xlix. 7. But 
that curse was turned into a blessing, and 
the Levites, by being thus scattered, were 
put into a capacity of doing so much the 
more good. It is a great mercy to a country 
to be replenished in all parts with faithful 
ministers. 

III. The number allotted them was forty- 
eight in all, four out of each of the twelve 
tribes, one with another. Out of the united 
tribes of Simeon and Judah nine, out of 
Naphtali three, and four apiece out of the 
rest, as appears, Josh. xxi. Thus were they 
blessed with a good ministry, and that 
ministry with a comfortable maintenance, 
not only in tithes, but in glebe-lands. And, 
though the gospel is not so particular as the 
law was in this matter, yet 1t expressly pro- 
vides that he that is taught in the word should 
communicate unto him that teaches in all good 
things, Gal. vi. 6. 


9 And the Lorp spake unto Mo- 
ses, saying, 10 Speak unto the 
children of Israel, and say unto them, 
When ye be come over Jordan into 
the land of Canaan; 11 Then ye 
shall appoint you cities to be cities 
of refuge for you; that the slayer 
may flee thither, which killeth any 
person at unawares. 12 And they 
shall be unto you cities for refuge 
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from the avenger ; that the manslayer 
die not, until he stand before the con- 
gregation in judgment. 13 And of 
these cities which ye shall give six 
cities shall ye have for refuge. 14 
Ye shall give three cities on this side 
Jordan, and three cities shall ye give 
in the land of Canaan, which shall be 
cities of refuge. 15 These six cities 
shall be a refuge, both for the children 
of Israel, and for the stranger, and for 
the sojourner among them: that every 
one that killeth any person unawares 
may flee thither. 16 And if he smite 
him with an instrument of iron, so 
that he die, he zs a murderer: the 
murderer shall surely be put to death. 
17 And if he smite him with throwing 
a stone, wherewith he may die, and 
he die, he zs a murderer: the mur- 
derer shall surely be put to death. 18 
Or if he smite him with a hand wea- 
pon of wood, wherewith he may die, 
and he die, he ¿s a murderer: the mur- 
derer shall sureiy be put to death. 19 
The revenger of blood himself shall 
slay the murderer: when he meeteth 
him, he shall slay him. 20 But if he 
thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him 
by laying of wait, that he die; 21 Or 
in enmity smite him with his hand, 
that he die: he that smote him shall 
surely be put to death; for he is a 
murderer : the revenger of blood shall 
slay the murderer, when he meeteth 
him. 22 But if he thrust him sud- 
denly without enmity, or have cast 
upon him any thing without laying of 
wait, 23 Or with any stone, where- 
with a man may die, seeing him not, 
and cast i¢ upon him, that he die, 
and was not his enemy, neither sought 
his harm: 24 Then the congregation 
shall judge between the slayer and the 
revenger of blood according to these 
judgments: 25 And the congregation 
shall deliver the slayer out of the hand 
of the revenger of blood, and the con- 
gregation shall restore him to the city 
of his refuge, whither he was fled: 
and he shall abide in it unto the death 
of the high priest, which was anointed 
with the holy oil. 26 But if the 
slayer shall at any time come without 


the border of the city of his refuge, 
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whither he was fled; 27 And the 
revenger of blood find him without 
the borders of the city of his refuge, 
and the revenger of blood kill the 
slayer; he shall not be guilty of 
blood: 28 Because he should have 
remained in the city of his refuge 
until the death of the high priest : 
but after the death of the high priest 
the slayer shall return into the land 
of his possession. 29 So these things 
shall be for a statute of judgment unto 
you throughout your generations in 
all your dwellings. 30 Whoso killeth 
any person, the murderer shall be put 
to death by the mouth of witnesses : 
butone witness shall not testify against 
any person ło cause him to die. 31 
Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction 
for the life of a murderer, which is 
guilty of death: but he shall be surely 
put to death. 32 And ye shall take 
no satisfaction for him that is fled to 
the city of his refuge, that he should 
come again to dwell in the land, until 
the death of the priest. 33 So ye 
shall not pollute the land wherein ye 
are: for blood it defileth the land: 
and the land cannot be cleansed of 
the blood that is shed therein, but 
by the blood of him that shed it. 34 
Defile not therefore the land which 
ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for 
I the Lorp dwell among the children 
of Israel. 


We have here the orders given concerning 
the cities of refuge, fitly annexed to what 
goes before, because they were all Levites’ 
cities. In this part of the constitution there 
is a great deal both of good law and pure 
gospel. 

I. Here is a great deal of good law, in 
the case of murder and manslaughter, a case 
of which the laws of all nations have taken 
particular cognizance. It is here enacted 
and provided, consonant to natural equity, 

1. That wilful murder should be punished 
with death, and in that case no sanctuary 
should be allowed, no ransom taken, nor any 
commutation of the punishment accepted: 
The murderer shall surely be put to death, v. 
16. It is supposed to be done of hatred (v. 
20), or in enmity (v. 21), upon a sudden pro- 
vocation (for our Saviour makes rash anger, 
as well as malice prepense, to be murder, 
Matt. v. 21, 22), whether the person be 
murdered with an instrument of iron (v. 16) 
or wood (v. 18), or with a stone thrown at 
him w 17, 20); nay, if he smite him with 
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his hand in enmity, and death ensue, it is 
murder (v. 21); and it was an ancient law, 
consonant to the law of nature, that whoso 
sheds man’s blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed, Gen. ix. 6. Where wrong has been 
done restitution must be made; and, since 
the murderer cannot restore the life he has 
wrongfully taken away, his own must be 
exacted from him in lieu of it, not (as some 
have fancied) to satisfy the manes or ghost 
of the person slain, but to satisfy the law and 
the justice of a nation, and to be a warning 
to all others not to do likewise. It is here 
said, and it is well worthy the consideration 
of all princes and states, that blood defiles not 
only the conscience of the murderer, who is 
thereby proved not to have eternal life abiding 
in him (1 John iii. 15), but also the land in 
which it is shed; so very offensive is it to 
God and all good men, and the worst of 
nuisances. And it is added that the land 
cannot be cleansed from the blood of the 
murdered, but by the blood of the murderer, 
v. 33. If murderers escape punishment 
from men, those that suffer them to escape 
will have a great deal to answer for, and God 
will nevertheless not suffer them to escape 
his righteous judgments. Upon the same 
principle it is provided that no satisfaction 
should be taken for the life ofa murderer (w. 
31): Jf a man would give all the substance of 
his house to the judges, to the country, or to 
the avenger of blood, to atone for his crime, 
it must utterly be contemned. The redemp- 
tion of the hfe is so precious that it cannot 
be obtained by the multitude of riches (Ps. xlix. 
6—8), which perhaps may allude to this law. 
A rule of law comes in here (which is a rule 
of our law in cases of treason only) that no 
man shall be put to death upon the testimony 
of one witness, but it was necessary there 
should be two (w. 30); this law is settled in 
all capital cases, Deut. xvii. 6; xix. 15. And, 
lastly, not only the prosecution, but the exe- 
cution, of the murderer, is committed to the 
next of kin, who, as he was to be the redeemer 
of his kinsman’s estate if it were mortgaged, 
so he was tu be the avenger of his blood if he 
were murdered (v. 19): The avenger of blood 
himself shall slay the murderer, if he be 
convicted by the xotorious evidence of the 
fact, and he needed not to have recourse by 
a judicial process to the court of judgment. 
But if it were uncertain who the murderer 
was, and the proof doubtful, we cannot think 
that his bare suspicion, or surmise, would 
empower him to do that which the judges 
themselves could not do but upon the 
testimony of two witnesses. Only if the 
fact were plain then the next heir of the 
person slain might himself, in a just indigna- 
tion, slay the murderer wherever he met 
him. Some think this must be understood 
to be after the lawful judgment of the 
magistrate, and so the Chaldee says, “He 
shall slay him, when he shall be condemned 
unto him by judgment ;”? but ıt should seem, 
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by v. 24, that the judges interposed only in 
a doubtful case, and that if the person on 
whom he took vengeance was indeed the 
murderer, and a wilful murderer, the avenger 
was innocent (v. 27), only, if it proved 
otherwise, it was at his peril. Our law 
allows an appeal to be brought against a 
murderer by the widow, or next heir, of the 
person murdered, yea, thongh the murderer 
have been acquitted upon an indictment; 
and, if the murderer be found guilty upon 
that appeal, execution shall be awarded at 
the suit of the appellant, who may properly 
be called the avenger of blood. 

2. But if the homicide was not voluntary, 
nor done designedly, if it was without enmity, 
or lying in wait (v. 22), not seeing the person 
or not seeking his harm (w. 23), which our law 
calls chance-medley, or homicide per infor- 
tunium—through misfortune, in this case there 
were cities of refuge appointed for the man- 
slayer to flee to. By our law this incurs a 
forfeiture of goods, but a pardon is granted 
of course upon the special matter found. 
Concerning the cities of refuge the law was, 
(1.) That, if a man killed another, in these 
cities he was safe, and under the protection 
of the law, till he had his trial before the con- 
gregation, that is, before the judges in open 
court. If he neglected thus to surrender 
himself, it was at his peril; if the avenger of 
blood met him elsewhere. or overtook him 
loitering in his way to the city of refuge, and 
slew him, his blood was upon his own head, 
because he did not make use of the security 
which God had provided for him. (2.) If, 
upon trial, it were found to be wilful murder, 
the city of refuge should no longer be a pro- 
tection to him; it was already determined - 
Thou shait take him from my citar, that he 
may die, Exod. xxi. 14, (3.) But if it were 
found to be by error or accident, and that 
the stroke was given without any design 
upon the life of the person slain or any other, 


then the man-slayer should continue safe in , 


the city of refuge, and the avenger of blood 
might not meddle with him, v.25. There he 
was to remain in banishment from his own 
house and patrimony tll the death of the high 
priest ; and, if at any time he went out of 
that city or the suburbs of it, he put himself 
out of the protection of this law, and the 
avenger of blood, if he met him, might 
slay him, v. 26—28. Now, [1.] By the pre- 
servation of the life of. the man-slayer God 
would teach us that men ought not to suffer 
for that which is rather their unhappiness 
than their crime, rather the act of Providence 
than their own act, for God delivered him into 
his hand, Exod. xxi. 13. [2.] By the banish- 
ment of the man-slayer from his own city, 
and his confinement to the city of refuge, 
where he was ın a manner a prisoner, God 
would teach us to conceive a dread and horror 
of the guilt of blood, and to be very careful 
of life, and always afraid lest by oversight or 
negligence we occasion the death of any. 
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[3.] By the limiting of the time of the of- 
fender’s banishment to the death of the high 
priest, an honour was put upon that sacred 
office. The high priest was to be looked 
apon as so great a blessing to his country 
that when he died their sorrow upon that 
occasion should swallow up all other resent- 
ments. ‘The cities of refuge being all of them 
Levites’ cities, and the high priest being the 
head of that tribe, and consequently having a 
peculiar dominion over these cities, those 
that were confined to them might properly 
be looked upon as his prisoners, and so his 
death must be their discharge; it was, as it 
were, at his suit that the delinquent was im- 
prisoned, and therefore at his death it fell. 
Actio moritur cum persona—The suit expires 
with the party. Ainsworth has another no- 
tion of it, That as the high priests, while they 
lived, by their service and sacrificing made 
atonement for sin, wherein they prefigured 
Christ’s satisfaction, so, at their death, those 
were released that had been exiled for casual 
murder, which typified redemption in Israel. 
[4.] By the abandoning of the prisoner to 
the avenger of blood, in case he at any time 
went out of the limits of the city of refuge, 
they were taught to adhere to the methods 
which Infinite Wisdom prescribed for their 
security. It was for the honour of a remedial 
law that it should be so strictly observed. 
How can we expect to be saved if we neglect 
the salvation, whichis indeed a great salvation! 

II. Here is a great deal of good gospel 
couched under the type and figure of the 
cities of refuge; and to them the apostle 
seems to allude when he speaks of our fleeing 
for refuge to the hope set before us (Heb. 
vi. 18), and being found in Christ, Phil. iii. 9. 
We never read in the history of the Old Tes- 
tament of any use made of these cities of re- 
fuge, any more than of other such institu- 
tions, which yet, no doubt, were made use of 
upon the occasions intended; only we read 
of those that, in dangerous cases, took hold 
of the horns of the altar (1 Kings i. 50; ii. 28); 
for the altar, wherever that stood, was, as it 
were, the capital city of refuge. But the law 
concerning these cities was designed both to 
raise and to encourage the expectations of 
those who looked for redemption in Israel, 
which should be to those who were convinced 
of sin, and in terror by reason of it, as the 
cities of refuge were to the man-slayer. Ob- 
serve, 1. There were several cities of refuge, 
and they were so appointed in several parts 
of the country that the man-slayer, wherever 
he dwelt ın the land of Israel, might in half 
a day reach one or other of them; so, though 
there is but one Christ appointed for our re- 
fuge, yet, wherever we are, he is a refuge at 
hand, a very present help, for the word is nigh 
ws and Christ in the word. 2. The man- 
slayer was safe in any of these cities; so in 
Christ believers that flee to him, and rest in 
him, are protected from the wrath of God 
and the curse of the law. There is no con- 
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demnation to those that are in Christ Jesus, 
Rom. vii. 1. Who shall condemn those that 
are thus sheltered? 3. They were all Levites’ 
cities ; it was a kindness to the poor prisoner 
that though he might not go up to the place 
where the ark was, yet he was in the midst 
of Levites, who would teach him the good 
knowledge of the Lord, and instruct him 
how to improve the providence he was now 
under. It might also be expected that the 
Levites would comfort and encourage him, 
and bid him welcome; so it is the work of 
gospel ministers to bid poor sinners welcoma 
to Christ, and to assist and counsel those 
that through grace are in him. 4. Even 
strangers and sojourners, though they were 
not native Israelites, might take the benefit 
of these cities of refuge, v.15. So in Christ 
Jesus no difference is made between Greek 
and Jew; even the sons of the stranger that 
by faith flee to Christ shall be safe in him. 
5. Even the suburbs or borders of the city 
were a sufficient security to the offender, 
v. 26, 27.. So there is virtue even in the hem 
of Christ’s garment for the healing and saving 
of poor sinners. If we cannot reach to a ful! 
assurance, we may comfort ourselves in a 
good hope through grace. 6. The protection 
which the man-slayer found in the city of re- 
fuge was not owing to the strength of its 
walls, or gates, or bars, but purely to the di- 
vine appointment; so it is the word of the 
gospel that gives souls safety in Christ, for 
him hath God the Father sealed. 7. If the 
offender was ever caught straggling out of 
the borders of his city of refuge, or stealing 
home to his own house again, he lost the 
benefit of his protection, and lay exposed to 
the avenger of blood; so those that are in 
Christ must abide in Christ, for 21t is at their 
peril if they forsake him and wander from 
him. Drawing back is to perdition. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 


We have in this chapter the determination of another question thar 
arase upon the case of the daughters of Zelaphehad. God had 
appointed that they should inherit, ch. xxvii. 7. Now here, l. 
An inconvenience is suggested, in case they should marry inta 
any other tribe, ver. !—4. FE, Tt is prevented by a divine ap- 
pointment that they should marry in their own tribe and family 
(ver. 5—7), and thts is settled for a rule in like cases (ver. 8, 9) : 
and they did marry accordingly to some of their own relations 
(ver. 10—12), and with this the baok concludes, ver. 13. 


ND the chief fathers of the fami- 

hes of the children of Gilead, the 
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, 
of the families of the sons of Joseph, 
came near, and spake before Moses, 
and before the princes, the chief fa- 
thers of the children of Israel: 2 
And they said, The Lorn commanded 
my lord to give the land for an in- 
heritance by lot to the children of 
Israel: and my lord was commanded 
by the Lor» to give the inheritance 
of Zelophehad our brother unto his 
daughters. 3 And if they be married 
to any of the sons of the other tribes 
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of the children of Israel, then shall 
their inheritance be taken from the 
inheritance of our fathers, and shall 
be put to the inheritance of the tribe 
whereunto they are received: so shall 
it be taken from the lot of our inherit- 
ance. 4 And when the jubilee of the 
children of Israel shall be, then shall 
their inheritance be put unto the in- 
heritance of the tribe whereunto they 
are received: so shall their inheritance 
be taken away from the inheritance of 


the tribe of our fathers. 

We have here the humble address which 
the heads of the tribe of Manasseh made to 
Moses and the princes, on occasion of the 
order lately made concerning the daughters 
of Zelophehad. The family they belonged to 
was part of that half of the tribe of Manasseh 
which was yet to have their lot within Jordan, 
not that half that was already settled; and 
yet they speak of the land of their possession, 
and the inheritance of their fathers, with as 
great assurance as if they had it already in 
their hands, knowing whom they had trusted. 
In their appeal observe, 1. They fairly recite 
the former order made in this case, and do 
not move to have that set aside, but are very 
willing to acquiesce in it (v. 2): The Lord 
commanded to give the inheritance of Zelophe- 
had to his daughters ; and they are very well 
pleased that it should be so, none of them 
knowing but that hereafter it might be the 
case of their own families, and then their 
daughters would have the benefit of this law. 
2. They represent the inconvenience which 
might, possibly, follow hereupon, if the 
daughters of Zelophehad should see cause to 
marry into any other tribes, v. 3. And it is 
probable that this was not a bare surmise, or 
supposition, but that they knew, at this time, 
great court was made to them by some young 
gentlemen of other tribes, because they were 
heiresses, that they might get footing in this 
tribe, and so enlarge their own inheritance. 
This truly is often aimed at more than it 
should be in making marriages, not the meet- 
ness of the person, but the convenience of 
the estate, to lay house to house, and field to 
field. Wisdom indeed is good with an inhe- 
ritance ; but what is an inheritance good for 
in that relation without wisdom? But here, 
we may presuine, the personal merit of these 
daughters recommended them as well as their 
fortunes; however, the heads of their tribe 
foresaw the mischief that would follow, and 
brought the case to Moses, that he might 
consult the oracle of God concerning it ‘The 
difficulty they start God could have obviated 
and provided against ın tne tormer oraer 
given in this case; but to teach us that we 
must, in our affairs, not only attend God’s 
providence, but make use of our own pru- 
eS God did not direct in it till they them- 
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selves that were concerned wisely foresaw 
the inconvenience, and piously applied ta 
Moses for a rule in it. For though they 
were chief fathers in their families, and might 
have assumed a power to overrule these 
daughters of Zelophehad in disposing of 
themselves, especially their father being dead 
and the common interest of their tribe being 
concerned in it, yet they chose rather to refer 
the matter to Moses, and it issued well. We 
should not covet to be judges in our own 
case, for it is difficult to be so without being 
partial. It is easier in many cases to take 
good advice than to give it, and it is a satis- 
faction to be under direction. Two things 
they aimed at in their representation :—(1.) 
To preserve the divine appointment of in- 
heritances. They urged the command (v. 2), 
that the land should be given by lot to the 
respective tribes, and urged that it would 
break in upon the divine appointment if such 
a considerable part of the lot of Manasseh 
should, by their marriage, be transferred to 
any other tribe; for the issue would be de- 
nominated from the father’s tribe, not the 
mother’s. ‘This indeed would not lessen the 
lot of the particular persons of that tribe 
(they would have their own still), but it 
would lessen the lot of the tribe in general, 
and render it less strong and considerable ; 
they therefore thought themselves concerned 
for the reputation of their tribe, and perhaps 
were the more jealous for it because it was 
already very much weakened by the sitting 
down of the one half of it on this side Jordan. 
(2.) To prevent contests and quarrels among 
posterity. If those of other tribes should 
come among them perhaps it might occasion 
some contests. ‘They would be apt to give 
and receive disturbance, and their title might, 
in process of time, come to be questioned ; 
and how great a matter would this fire kindle! 
Itis the wisdom and duty of those that have 
estates in the world to settle them, and dis- 
pose of them, so as that no strife and con- 
tention may arise about them among pos- 
terity. 

5 And Moses commanded the 
children of Israel according to the 
word of the Lorn, saying, The tribe 
of the sons of Joseph hath said well. 
6 This is the thing which the Lorp 
doth command concerning the daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them 
marry to whom they think best; only 
to tne family of the trioe of their fa- 
ther shall they marry. 7 So shall not 
tne inneritance of tne children of Is- 
rael remove from tribe to tribe: for 
every one of the children ot Israel 
shall keep himself to the inheritance 
of the tribe of his fathers. 8 And 
every daughter, that possesseth an in- 
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heritance in any tribe of the children 
of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the 
family of the tribe of her father, that 
the children of Isracl may enjoy every 
man the inheritance of his fathers. 9 
Neither shall the inheritance remove 
from ene tribe to another tribe; but 
every one oi thetribesof the children of 
Israel shall keep himself to his own in- 
heritance. 10 Even as the Lorp com- 
manded Moses, so did the daughters 
of Zelophehad: 11 For Mahlah, 
Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and 
Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, 

were married unto their father’s bro- 
thers’ sons: 12 And they were mar- 
ried into the athe of the sons of 
Manasseh the son of Joseph, and 
their inheritance remained in the tribe 
of the family of their father. 13 These 
are the commandments and the judg- 
ments, which the Lorp commanded 
by the hand of Moses unto the child- 
ren of Israel in the plains of Moab by 
Jordan near Jericho. 


Here is, I. The matter settled by express 
order from God betwcen the daughters of 
Zelophehad and the rest of the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh. ‘The petition is assented to, and care 
taken to prevent the inconvenience feared : 
The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath suid well, 
v. 5. Thus those that consult the oracles of 
God concerning the making of their heavenly 
inheritance sure shall not only be directed 
what to do, but their enquiries shall be gra- 
ciously accepted, and they shall have not only 
their well done, but their well said, good and 
faithful servant. Now the matter is thus ac- 
commodated: these heiresses must be obliged 
to marry, not only within their own tribe of 
Manasseh, but within the particular family of 
the Hepherites, to which they did belong. 
1. They are not determined to any particular 
persons; there was choice enough in the fa- 
mily of their father: Let them marry to whom 
they think best. As children must preserve 
the authority of their parents, and not marry 
against their minds, so parents must consult 
the affections of their children in disposing 
of them, and not compel them to marry such 
as they cannot love. Forced marriages are 
not likely to prove blessings. 2. Yet they 
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are confined to their own relations, that their 
inheritance may not go to another family. 
God would have them know that the land 
being to be divided by lot, the disposal 
whereof was of the Lord, they could not 
mend, and therefore should not alter, his ap- 
pointment. The inheritances must not re- 
move from tribe to tribe (v.7), lest there should 
be confusion among them, their estates en- 
tangled, and their genealogies perplexed. 
God would not have one tribe to be enriched 
by the straitening and impoverishing of an- 
other, since they were all alike the seed of 
Abraham his friend. 

H. The law, in this particular case, was 
made perpetual, and to be observed when- 
ever hereafter the like case should happen, 
v. 8. ‘Those that were not heiresses might 
marry into what tribe they pleased (though 
we may suppose that, ordinarily, they kept 
within their own abe but those that were 
must either quit their claim to the inheritance 
or marry one of their own family, that each 
of the tribes might keep toits own inheritance, 
and one tribe might not encroach upon an- 
other, but throughout their generations there 
might remain immovable the ancient land- 
marks, set, not by their fathers, but by the 
God of their fathers. 

Ili. The submission of the daughters of 
Zelophehad to this appointment. How could 
they but marry well, and to their satisfaction, 
when God himself directed them? ‘They 
married their father’s brothers’ sons, v. 10— 
12. By this it appears, 1. That the marriage 
of cousin-gerimans is not in itself unlawful, 
nor within the degrees prohibited, for then 
God would not have countenanced these mar- 
riages. But, 2. That ordinarily it is not ad- 
visable; for, if there had not been a particular 
reason for it (which cannot hold in any case 
now, inheritances being not disposed of as 
then by the special designation of Heaven), 
they would not have married such near rela- 
tions. The world is wide, and he that walks 
uprightly will endeavour to walk surely. 

IV. ‘The conclusion of this whole book, 
referring to the latter part of it: These are 
the judgments which the Lord commanded in 
the plains of Moab (v. 13), these foregoing, 
ever since ch. xxvi., most of which related to 
their settlement in Canaan, into which they 
were now entering. Whatever new condition 
God is by his providence bringing us into, 
we must beg of him to teach us the duty of 
it, and to enable us to do it, that we may do 
the work of the day in its day, of the place 
mits place. 
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OF TIIE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED 


DEUTERONOMY. 


Ts1s book is a repetition of very much both of the history and of the laws contained in the three 
foregoing books, which repetition Moses delivered to Israel (both by word of mouth, that it 
might affect, and by writing, that it might abide) a little before his death. There is no new 
history in it but that of the death of Moses in the last chapter, nor any new revelation to 
Moses, for aught that appears, and therefore the style here is not, as before, The Lord spoke 
unto Moses, saying. But the former laws are repeated and commented upon, explained 
and enlarged, and some particular precepts added to them, with copious reasonings for the 
enforcing of them: in this Moses was divinely inspired and assisted, so that this is as truly 
the word of the Lord by Moses as that which was spoken to him with an audible voice owt of 
the tabernacle of the congregation, Lev. i.l. The Greek interpreters call it Deuteronomy, 
which signifies the second law, or a second edition of the law, not with amendments, for there 
needed none, but with additions, for the further direction of the people in divers cases not 
mentioned before. Now, I. It was much for the honour of the divine law that it should be 
thus repeated ; how great were the things of that law which was thus inculcated, and how 
inexcusable would those be by whom they were counted as a strange thing ! Hos. viii. 12. II. 
There might be a particular reason for the repeating of it now; the men of that generation to 
which the law was first given were all dead, and a’new generation had sprung up, to whom 
God would have it repeated by Moses himself, that, if possible, it might make a lasting impres- 
sion upon them. Now that they were just going to take possession of the land of Canaan, Moses 
must read the articles of agreement to them, that they might know upon what terms and con- 
ditions they were to hold and enjoy that land, and might understand that they were upon their 
good behaviour in it. II. It would be of great use to the people to have those parts of the 
law thus gathered up and put together which did more immediately concern them and their 
practice; for the laws which concerned the priests and Levites, and the execution of their 
offices, are not repeated: it was enough for them that they were once delivered. But, in com- 
passion to the infirmities of the people, the laws of more common concern are delivered a 
second time. Precept must be upon precept, and line upon line, Isa. xxviii. 10. The great and 
needful truths of the gospel should be often pressed upon people by the ministers of Christ. 
To write the same things (says Paul, Phil. iii. 1) fo me indeed ts not grievous, but for you it 
is safe. What God has spoken once we have need to hear twice, to hear many times, and it is 
well if, after all, it be duly perceived and regarded. In taree ways this book of Deuteronomy 
was magnified and made honourable :—1. The king was to write a copy of it with his own hand, 
and to read therein all the days of his life, ch. xvii. xviii. xix. 2. lt was to be written upon 
great stones plastered, at their passing over Jordan, ch. xxvii. 2, 3. 3. It was to be read pub- 
licly every seventh year, at the feast of tabernacles, by the priests, in the audience of all Israel. 
ch, xxxi. 9, &c. The gospel isa kind of Deuteronomy, a second law, a remedial law, a spiritual 
law, a law of faith; by it we are under the law to Christ, and it is a law that makes the comers 
thereunto perfect. 

This book of Deuteronomy begins with a brief rehearsal of the most remarkable events that had 
befallen the Israelites since they came from Mount Sinai. In the fourth chapter we have a most 
pathetic exhortation to obedience. In the twelfth chapter, and so on to the twenty-seventh, 
are repeated many particular laws, which are enforced (ch. xxvii. and xxviii.) with promises and 
threatenings, blessings and curses, formed into a covenant, cA, xxix. and xxx. Care is taken 
to perpetuate the remembrance of these things among them (cA. xxxi.), particularly by a song 
(ch. xxxii.), and so Moses concludes with a blessing, ch. xxxiii. All this was delivered by 
Moses to Israel in the last month of his life. The whole book contains the history but of two 
months; compare cf. i. 3 with Josh. iv. 19, the latter of which was the thirty days of Israel's 
mourning for Moses; see how busy that great and good man was to do good when he knew 
that his time was short, how quick his motion when he drew near his rest. Thus we have 
more recorded of what our blessed Saviour said and did in the last week of his life than in any 
other. The last words of eminent persons make or should make deep impressions. Observe, 
for the honour of this book, that when our Saviour would answer the devil’s temptations with, 
It is written, he fetched all his quotations out of this book, Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10. 
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The first part of Moses’s farewell sermon to Israel begins with this 
chapter, and is continued to the Jatter end of the fourth chapter. 
In the first five verses of this chapter we have the date of the 
sermon, the place where it was preached (ver. l, 2, 5), and the 
time when, ver. 3, 4. The narrative in this chapter reminds 
them, l. Of the promise God made them of the land of Canaan, 
ver. 6—S. It. Of the provision made of judges for them, ver. 
9—18. ili. Of their unbelief and murmuring upon the report of 
the spies, ver. 19—33. IV. Of the sentence passed upon them 
for it, and the ratification of that sentence, ver. 34, &c. 


HESE be the words which Moses 
spake unto all Israel on this 
side Jordan in the wilderness, in the 
plain over against the Red sea, be- 
tween Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, 
and Hazeroth, and Dizahab. 2 (There 
are eleven days’ journey from Horeb 
by the way of mount Seir unto Ka- 
desh-barnea.) 3 Andit came to pass 
in the fortieth year, in the eleventh 
month, on the first day of the month, 
that Moses spake unto the children 
of Israel, according unto all that the 
Lorp had given him in command- 
ment unto them; 4 After he had 
slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, 
which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the 
king of Bashan, which dwelt at As- 
taroth in Edrei: 5 On this side Jor- 
dan, in the land of Moab, began Mo- 
ses to declare this law, saying, 6 The 
Lorp our God spake unto us in Ho- 
reb, saying, Ye have dwelt long 
enough in this mount: 7 Turn you, 
and take your journey, and go to the 
mount of the Amorites, and unto all 
the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, 
in the hills, and in the vale, and in 
the south, and by the sea side, to the 
land of the Canaanites, and unto Le- 
banon, unto the great river, the river 
Euphrates. 8 Behold, I have set the 
land before you: go in and possess 
the land which the Lorp sware unto 
your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, to give unto them and to their 
seed after them. 

We have here, I. The date of this sermon 
which Moses preached to the people of Israel. 
A great auditory, no question, he had, as 
many as could crowd within hearing, and 
particularly all the elders and officers, the 
representatives of the people; and, probably, 
if was on the sabbath day that he delivered 
this to them. 1. The place where they were 
now encamped was in the plain, in the land of 
Moab (v. 1, 5), where they were just ready to 
enter Canaan, and engage in a war with the 
Canaanites. Yet he discourses not to them 


concerning military affairs, the arts and stra- 
tagems of war, but concerning their duty to 
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God ; for, if they kept themselves in his fear 
and favour, he would secure to them the 
conquest of the land : their religion would be 
their best policy. 2. The time was near the 
end of the fortieth year since they came out of 
Egypt. So long God had borne their man- 
ners, and they had borne their owu iniquity 
(Num. xiv. 34), and now that a new and more 
pleasant scene was to be introduced, as a token 
for good, Moses repeats the law to them. 
Thus, after God’s controversy with them on 
account of the golden calf, the first and surest 
sign of God’s being reconciled to them was 
the renewing of the tables. There is no better 
evidence and earnest of God’s favour than his 
putting his law in our hearts, Ps. cxlvii. 19,20. 
If. The discourse itself. In general, Mo- 
ses spoke unto them all that the Lord had 
given him in commandment (v. 3), whtch inti- 
mates, not only that what he now delivered 
was for substance the same with what had 
formerly been commanded, but that it was 
what God now commanded him to repeat. 
He gave them this rehearsal and exhortation 
purely by divine direction ; God appointed 
him to leave this legacy to the church. He 
begins his narrative with their removal from 
Mount Sinai (v. 6), and relates here, 1. 
The orders which God gave them to decamp, 
and proceed in their march (v. 6,7): You have 
dwelt long enough in thts mount. This was 
the mount that burned with fire (Heb. xii. 18), 
and gendered to bondage, Gal. iv. 24. 'Thither 
God brought them to humble them, and by 
the terrors of the law to prepare them for the 
land of promise. There he kept them about 
a year, and then told them they had dwelt 
loug enough there, they must go forward. 
Though God brings his pcople into trouble 
and affliction, into spiritual trouble and afflic- 
tion of mind, he knows when they have 
dwelt long enough in it, and will certainly 
find a time, the fittest time, to advance them 
from the terrors of the spirit of bondage to 
the comforts of the spirit of adoption. See 
Rom. viii. 15. 2. The prospect which he 
gave them of a happy and early settlement in 
Canaan: Go to the land of the Canaauttes (w. 
7); enter and take possession, it is all your 
own. Behold I have set the land before you, 
v.8. When God commands us to go forward 
in our Christian course he sets the heavenly 
Canaan before us for our encouragement. 


9 And I spake, unto you at that 
time, saying, I am not able to bear 
you myself alone: 10 The Lorp your 
God hath multiplied you, and, behold, 
ye are this day as the stars of heaven 
for multitude. 11 (The Lorp God 
of your fathers make you a thousand 
times sO many more as ye are, and 
bless you, as he hath promised you !) 
12 How can I myself alone bear your 


eumbrance, and your burden, and your 
Dee 
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strife? 13 Take you wise men, and 
understanding, and known among 
your tribes, and I will make them 
rulers over you. t4 And ye answered 
me, and said, The thing which thou 
hast spoken zs good for us to do. 15 
So I took the chief of your tribes, 
wise men, and known, and made them 
heads over you, captains over thou- 
sands, and captains over hundreds, 
and captains over fifties, and captains 
over tens, and officers among your 
tribes. 16 And I charged your judges 
at that time, saying, Hear the causes 
between your brethren, and judge 
righteously between every man and 
his brother, and the stranger that is 
with him. 17 Ye shall not respect 
persons in judgment; but ye shall 
hear the small as well as the great; 
ye shall not be afraid of the face of 
man; for the judgment zs God’s: and 
the cause that is too hard for you, 
bring it unto me, and I will hear it. 
18 And I commanded you at that 
time all the things which ye should do. 

Moses here reminds them of the happy 
constitution of their government, which was 
such as might make them all safe and easy if 
it was not their own fault. When good laws 
were given them good men were entrusted 


with the execution of them, which, as it 
was an instance of God’s goodness to them, 
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you as he hath promised you. And why might 
he not hope that they might become a thou- 
sand times more than they were now when they 
were now ten thousand times more than they 
were when they went down into Egypt, about 
250 years ago? Observe, When they were 
under the government of Pharaoh the increase 
of their numbers was envied, and complained 
of as a grievance (Exod. i. 9); but now, un- 
der the government of Moses, it was rejoiced 
in, and prayed for as a blessing. The con- 
sideration of this might give them occasion 
to refleet with shame upon their own folly 
when they had talked of making a captain 
and returning to Egypt. 

IE. That he was not ambitious of monopo- 
lizing the honour of the government, and 
ruling them himself alone, as an absolute 
monarch, v. 9. ‘Though he was a man as 
well worthy of that honour, and as well qua- 
lified for the business, as ever any man was, 
yet he was desirous that others might be 
taken in as assistants to him in the business 
and consequently sharers with him in the 
honour : I cannot myself alone bear the burden, 
v.12. Magistracy is a burden. Moses him- 
self, though eminently gifted for it, found it 
lay heavy on his shoulders; nay, the best 
magistrates complain most of the burden, and 
are most desirous of help, and most afraid of 
undertaking more than they can perform. 

III. That he was not desirous to prefer his 
own creatures, or such as should underhand 
have a dependence upon him; for he leaves 
it to the people to choose their own judges, 
to whom he would grant commissions, not 
durante bene placito—to be turned out when he 
pleased ; but quam diu se bene gesserint—to 
continue so long as they approved themselves 


so it was of the care of Moses concerning | faithful. Take you wise men, that are known 


them ; and, it should seem, he mentions it 
here to recommend himself to them as a man 
that sincerely sought their welfare, and so to 
make way for what he was about to say to 
them, wherein he aimed at nothing but their 
good. In this part of his narrative he insinu- 
ates to them, 

I. That he greatly rejoiced in the increase 
of their numbers. He owns the aecomplish- 
ment of God’s promise to Abraham (v. 10): 
You are as the stars of heaven for multitude ; 
and prays for the further accomplishment of 
it (v. 11): God make you a thousand times 
more. This prayer comes in in a parenthesis, 
and a good prayer prudently put in cannot 
be impertinent in any discourse of divine 
things, nor will a pious ejaculation break the 
coherence, but rather strengthen and adorn 
it. But how greatly are his desires enlarged 
when he prays that they might be made a 
thousand times more than they were! We 
are not straitened in the power and goodness 
of God, why should we be straitened in our 
own faith and hope, which ought to be as 
large as the promise? larger they need not be. 

t is from the promise that Moses here takes 
the measures of his prayer: The Lord bless 
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to be so among your tribes, and I will make 
them rulers,v.13. Thus the apostles direeted 
the multitude to choose overseers of the poor, 
and then they ordained them, Acts vi. 3, 6. 
He direets them to take wise men and under- 
standing, whose personal merit would recom- 
mend them. The rise and origin of this 
nation were so late that none of them could 
pretend to antiquity of race, and nobility of 
birth, above their brethren; and, having 
all lately come out of slavery in Egypt, it is 
probable that one family was not mueh richer 
than another; so that their choice must be 
directed purely by the qualifications of wis- 
dom, experience, and integrity.. ‘“ Choose 
those,” says Moses, “ whose praise is in your 
tribes, and with all my heart J will make them 
rulers.” We must not grudge that God’s 
work be done by other hands than ours, pro- 
vided it be done by good hands. 

IV. That he was in this matter very willing 
to please the people ; and, though he did not 
in any thing aim at their applause, yet in a 
thing of this nature he would not aet without 
their approbation. And they agreed to the 
proposal: The thing which thou hast spoken 
is good, v. 14. This he mentions to aggra- 
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vate the sin of their mutinies and discontents 
after this, that the government they quarrelled. 
with was what they themselves had consented 
to; Moses would have pleased them if they 
would have been pleased. 

V. That he aimed to edify them as well as 
to gratify them ; for, 

1. He appointed men of good characters 
(v. 15), wise men and men known, men that 
would be faithful to their trust and to the 
public interest. 

2. He gave them a good charge, v. 16, 17. 
Those that are advanced to honour must 
know that they are charged with business, 
and must give account another day of their 
charge. (1.) He charges them to be diligent 
and patient: Hear the causes. Hear both 
sides, hear them fully, hear them carefully ; 
for nature has provided us with two ears, 
and he that answereth a matter before he hear- 
eth it, it is folly and shame to him. The ear 
of the learner is necessary to the tongue of 
the learned, Isa. 1.4. (2.) To be just and 
impartial: Judge righteously. Judgment must 
be given according to the merits of the cause, 
without regard to the quality of the parties. 
The natives must not be suffered to abuse 
the strangers any more than the strangers to 
insult the natives or to encroach upon them; 
the great must not be suffered to oppress the 
small, nor to crush them, any more than the 
small to rob the great, or to affront them. 
No faces must be known in judgment, but 
unbribed unbiassed equity must always 
pass sentence. (3.) To be resolute and cou- 
rageous: ‘‘ You shall not be afraid cf the face 
of man; be not overawed to do an ill thing, 
either by the clamours of the crowd or by the 
menaces of those that have power in their 
hands.” And he gave them a good reason 
to enforce this charge: “ For the judgment is 
God’s. You are God’s vicegerents, you act 
for him, and therefore must act like him; 
you are his representatives, but, if you judge 
unrighteously, you misrepresent him. The 
judgment is his, and therefore he will protect 
you in doing right, and will certainly call 
you to account if yon do wrong.” 

3. He allowed them to bring all difficult 
cases to him, and he would always he ready 
to hear and determine, and to make both 
the judges and the people easy. Happy art 
thou, O Israel! in such a prince as Moses was. 


19 And when we departed from 
Horeb, we went through all that great 
and terrible wilderness, which ye saw 
by the way of the mountain of the 
Amorites, as the Lorp our God com- 
manded us; and we came to Kadesh- 
barnea. 20 And I said unto you, Ye 
are come unto the mountain of the 
Amorites, which the Lorp our God 
doth give unto us. 21 Behold, the 
Lorn thy God hath set the land be- 
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fore thee: go up and possess it, as 
the Lorp God of thy fathers hath 
said unto thee; fear not, neither be 
discouraged. 22 And ye came near 
unto me every one of you, and said, 
We will send men before us, and they 
shall search us out the land, and bring 
us word again by what way we must 
go up, and into what cities we shall 
come. 23 And the saying pleased 
me well: and I took twelve men of 
you, one of a tribe: 24 And they 
turned and went up into the moun- 
tain, and came unto the valley of Esh- 
col, and searched it out. 25 And they 
took of the fruit of the land in their 
hands, and brought iż down unto us, 
and brought us word again, and said, 
It is a good land which the Lorp our 
God doth give us. 26 Notwithstand- 
ing ye would not go up, but rebelled 
against the commandment of the 
Lorp your God: 27 And ye mur- 
mured in your tents, and said, Be- 
cause the Lorp hated us, he hath 
brought us forth out of the land ot 
Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of 
the Amorites, to destroy us. 28 Whi- 
ther shall we go up? our brethren 
have discouraged our heart, saying, 
The people is greater and taller than 
we; the cities are great and walled 
up to heaven; and moreover we have 
seen the sons of the Anakims there. 
29 Then I said unto you, Dread not, 
neither be afraid of them. 30 The 
Lorp your God which goeth before 
you, he shall fight for you, according 
to all that he did for you in Egypt 
before your eyes; 31 And in the wil- 
derness, where thou hast seen how 
that the Lorn thy God bare thee, as 
a man doth bear his son, in all the 
way that ye went, until ye came into 
this place. 32 Yet in this thing ye 
did not believe the Lorp your God, 
33 Who went in the way before you, 
to search you out a place to pitch 
your tents in, in fire by night, to 
show you by what way ye should go, 
and in acloud by day. 34 And the 
Lorp heard the voice of your words, 
and was wroth, and sware, saying, 
35 Surely there shall not one of these 
men of this evil generation see that 
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good land, which I sware to give unto 
your fathers, 36 Save Caleb the son 
of Jephunneh ; he shall see it, and to 
him will I give the land that he hath 
trodden upon, and to his children, be- 
cause he hath wholly followed the 
Lorp. 37 Also the Lorp was angry 
with me for your sakes, saying, Thou 
also shalt not go in thither. 38 But 
Joshua the son of Nun, which stand- 
eth before thee, he shall go in thither : 
encourage him: for he shall cause 
Israel to inherit it. 39 Moreover 
your little ones, which ye said should 
be a prey, and your children, which 
in that day had no knowledge between 
good and evil, they shall go in thither, 
and unto them will I give it, and they 
shall possess it. 40 But as for you, 
turn you, and take your journey into 
the wilderness by the way of the Red 
sea. 41 Then ye answered and said 
unto me, We have sinned against the 
Lorp, we will go up and fight, ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp our God 
commanded us. And when ye had 
girded on every man his weapons of 
war, ye were ready to go up into the 
hil. 42 And the Lorp said unto 
me, Say unto them, Go not up, nei- 
ther fight; for I am not among you; 
lest ye be smitten before your ene- 
mies. 43 So I spake unto you; and 
ye would not hear, but rebelled against 
the commandment of the Lorn, and 
went presumptuously up into the hill. 
44 And the Amorites, which dwelt in 
that mountain, came out against you, 
and chased you, as bees do, and de- 
stroyed you in Seir, even unto Hor- 
mar. 45 And ye returned and wept 
before the Lorn; but the Lorp 
would not hearken. to your voice, nor 
give ear unto you. 46 So ye abode 
in Kadesh many days, according unto 
the days that ye abode there. 

Moses here makes a large rehearsal of the 
fatal turn which was given to their affairs 
by their own sins, and God’s wrath, when, 
from the very borders of Canaan, the honour 
of conquering it, and the pleasure of posses- 
sing it, the whole generation was hurried 
back into the wilderness, and their carcases 


fell there. lt was a memorable story; we 
read it Num. xiii. and xiv., but divers circum- 


stances are found here which are not related | Then I said unto you, Dread not. 


there. 
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I. He reminds them of their march from 
Horeb to Kadesh-barnea (wv. 19), through 
that great and terrible wilderness. This he 
takes notice of, 1. To make them sensible of 
the great goodness of God to them, in guiding 
them through so great a wilderness, and pro- 
tecting them from the mischiefs they were 
surrounded with in such a terrible wilderness. 
The remembrance of our dangers should 
make us thankful for our deliverances. 2. 
To aggravate the folly of those who, in their 
discontent, would have gone back to Egypt 
through the wilderness, though they had for- 
feited, and had no reason to expect, the divine 
guidance, in such a retrograde motion. 

H. He shows them how fair they stood 
for Canaan at that time, v. 20, 21. He told 
them with triumph, the land is set before you, 
go up and possess it. He lets them see how 
near they were to a happy settlement when 
they put a bar in their own door, that their 
sin might appear the more exceedingly sinful. 
It will aggravate the eternal ruin of hypocrites 
that they were not far from the kingdom of 
God and yet came short, Mark xii. 34. 

HI. He lays the blame of sending the 
spies upon them, which did not appear in 
Numbers; there it is said (ch. xiii. 1, 2) that 
the Lord directed the sending of them, but 
here we find that the people first desired it, 
and God, in permitting it, gave them up to 
their counsels: You said, We will send men 
before us, v.22. Moses had given them God’s 
word (v. 20, 21), but they could not find in 
their hearts to rely upon that : human policy 
goes further with them than divine wisdom, 
and they will needs light a candle to the sun. 
As if it were not enough that they were sure 
of a God before them, they must send men 
before them. 

IV. He repeats the report which the spies 
brought of the goodness of the land which 
they were sent to survey, v. 24, 25. The 
blessings which God has promised are truly 
valuable and desirable, even the unbelievers 
themselves being judges: never any looked 
into the holy land, but they must own it a 
good land. Yet they represented the diff- 
culties of conquering it as insuperable (v. 28); 
as if it were in vain to think of attacking 
them either by battle, “for the people are 
taller than we,” or by siege, “for the cities 
are walled up to heaven,” an hyperbole which 
they made use of to serve their ill purpose, 
which was to dishearten the people, and 
perhaps they intended to reflect on the God 
of heaven himself, as if they were able to 
defy him, like the Babel-builders, the top 
of whose tower must reach to heaven, Gen. 
xi. 4. Those places only are walled up to 
heaven that are compassed with God’s fa- 
vour as with a shield. 

V. He tells them what pains he took with 
them to encourage them, when their brethren 
had said so much to discourage them (wv. 29): 
Moses 
suggested enough to have stilled the tumuit, 
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and to have kept them with their faces 
towards Canaan. He assured them that 
God was present with them, and president 
among them, and would certainly fight for 
them, v. 30. And for proof of his power 
over their enemies he refers them to what 
they had seen done in Egypt, where their 
enemies had all possible advantages against 
them and yet were humbled and forced to 
yield, v. 30. And for proof of God’s good- 
will to them, and the real kindness which he 
intended them, he refers them to what they 
had seen in the wilderness (v. 31, 33), through 
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cause of unbelief. It was not the breach of 
any of the commands of the law that shut 
them out of Canaan, no, not the golden calf, 
but their disbelief of that promise which was 
typical of gospel grace, to signify that nc 
sin will ruin us but unbelief, which is a sin 
against the remedy. 2. Moses himself after- 
wards fell under God’s displeasure for a 
hasty word which they proveked him to 
speak: The Lord was angry with me for your 
sakes, v.37. Because all the old stock must 
go off, Moses himself must not stay behind. 
‘Their unbelief let death into the camp, and, 


which they had been guided by the eye of | having entered, even Moses falls within his 


divine wisdom in a pillar of cloud and fire 
(which guided both their motions and their 
rests), ard had been carried in the arms of di- 
vine grace with as much care and tendernessas 
were ever shown to any child borne in the 
arms of a nursing father. And was there any 
room left to distrust this God? Or were they 
not the most ungrateful people in the world, 
who, after such sensible proofs of the divine 
goodness, hardened their hearts in the day of 
temptation? Moses had compiained once 
that God had charged him to carry this 
people as a nursing father doth the sucking 
child (Num. xi. 12); but here he owns that 
it was God that so carried them, and perhaps 
this is alluded to (Acts xiii. 18), where he is 
said to bear them, or to suffer their manners, 

VI. He charges them with the sin which 
they were guilty of upon this occasion. 
Though those to whom he was now speak- 
ing were a new generation, yet he lays it 
upon them: You rebelled, and you murmured ; 
for many of these were then in being, though 
under twenty years old, and perhaps were 
engaged in the riot; and the rest inherited 
their fathers’ vices, and smarted for them. 
Observe what he lays to their charge. 1. 
Disobedience, and rebellion against God’s 
law : You would not go up, but rebelled, v. 26. 
The rejecting of God’s favours is really a re- 
belling against his authority. 2. Invidious 
reflections upon God’s goodness. They 
basely suggested : Because the Lord hated us, 
he brought us out of Egypt, v. 27. What 
could have been more absurd, more disin- 
genuous, and more reproachful to God? 3. 
An unbelieving heart at the bottom of all 
this: You did not believe the Lord your God, 
v. 32. All your disobedience to God’s laws, 
and distrust of his power and goodness, flow 
from a disbelief of his word. A sad pass it 
has come to with us when the God of eternal 
truth cannot be believed. 

VII. He repeats the sentence passed upon 
them for this sin, which now they had seen 
the execution of. 1. They were all con- 
demned to die in the wilderness, and none of 
them must be suffered to enter Canaan ex- 
cept Caleb and Joshua, v. 31—38. So long 
they must continue their wanderings in the 


‘commission. 3. Yet here is mercy mixed 
with wrath. (1.) That, though Moses might 
‘not bring them into Canaan, Joshua should 
| (v. 38): Encourage him ; for he would be dis- 
| couraged from taking up a government which 
he saw Moses himself fall under the weight 
of; but let him be assured that he shall ac- 
complish that for which he is raised up: He 
shall cause Israel to inherit it. Thus what 
the law could not do, in that it was weak, Jesus, 
our Joshua, does by bringing in the better 
hope. (2.) That, though this generation 
should not enter into Canaan, the next 
| should, v. 39. As they had been chosen for 


| their fathers’ sakes, so their children might 


justly have been rejected for their sakes. 
But mercy rejoiceth against judgment. 

VIII. He reminds them of their foolish 
and fruitless attempt to get this sentence re- 
versed when it was too late. 1. They tried 
it by their reformation in this particular ; 
whereas they had refused to go up against 
the Canaanites, now they would go up, aye, 
that they would, in all haste, and they girded 
on their weapons of war for that purpose, 
v.41. Thus, when the door is shut, and the 
day of grace is over, there will be found 
those that stand without and knock. But 
this, which looked like a reformation, proved 
but a further rebellion. God, by Moses, 
prohibited the attempt (v. 42); yet they went 
presumptuously up to the hill (v. 43), acting 
now in contempt of the threatening, as before 
in contempt ol the promise, as if they were 
governed by a spirit of contradiction ; and it 
sped accordingly (w. 44): they were chased 
and destroyed; and, by this defeat which 
they suffered when they had provoked God 
to leave them, they were taught what success 
they might have had if they had kept them- 
selves in his love. 2. They tried by their 


(prayers and tears to get the sentence re- 


versed: They returned und wept before the 
Lord, v.45. While they were fretting and 
quarrelling, it is said (Num. xiv. 1): They 
wept that night ; those were tears of rebellion 
against God, these were tears of repentance 
and humiliation before God. Note, Tears of 
discontent must be wept over again; the 
sorrow of the world worketh death, and is to 


wilderness that most of them would drop off| be repented of; it is not so with godly 


of conrse, and the youngest of them should 
be cut off. Thus they could not enter in be- 


But their weep- 
The Lord would 
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sorrow, that will end in joy. 
ing was all to no purpose 


The seed of Esau and Lot spared. 


not hearken to his; the decree had gone 
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not hearken to your voice, because you would | for destruction. 
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All this time the measure 
of their iniquity was filling up; and, though 


forth, and, like Esau, they found no place of | it might have been improved by them as a 


repentance, though they sought it carefully 
with tears 


CHAP. II. 


Moses, in this chapter, proceeds in the rehearsal of God’s pro- 
weences concerning Israel in their way ta Canaan, yet pre- 
serves not the record of any thing that happened during their 
tedious march back to the Red Sea, in which they wore out al- 
most thirty-eight years, but passes that over in silence as a dark 
time, and makes his narrative to begin again when they faced 
about towards Canaan (ver. 1—3), and drew towards the coun- 
tries that were inhabited, concerning which God here gives them 
direction, l. What nations they must not give any disturhance 
to. 1. Net to the Edomites, ver. 4—S. 2. Not to the Moahites 
(ver. 9), of the antiquities of whose country, with that of the 
Edomites, he gives some account, ver, 10—12. And here comes 
in an account of their passing the river Zered, ver. 13—16. 3. 
Nat to the Ammonites, of whose conntry here is some account 
given, ver. 17—23. ll. What nations they should attack and 
conquer. They must begin with Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
ver. 24, 25. And accordingly, 1. They had a fair occasion of 
quarrelling with him, ver. 26—32. 
victory over him, ver. 33, &c. 


HIEN we turned, and took our 
journey into the wilderness by 
the way of the Red sea, as the Lorp 


2. God gave them a complete 


spake unto me: and we compassed | 


mount Seir many days. 2 And the 
Lorp spake unto me, saying, 


space to repent in, it was abused by them to 
the hardening of their hearts. Now that the 
host of Israel was once repulsed, and after 
that was so long entangled and seemingly 
lost in the wilderness, they were secure, and 
thought the danger was over from that 
quarter, which would make the next attempt 
of Israel upon them the more dreadful. 

II. Orders given them to turn towards Ca- 
naan. Though God contend long, he will 
not contend for ever. Though Israel may 
be long kept waiting for deliverance or en- 
largement, it will come at last: The vision is 
for an appointed time, and at the end it shall 
speak, and not lie. 

III. A charge given them not to annoy 
the Edomites. 

1. They must not offer any hostility to 
them as enemies: Meddle not with them, v. 
4,5. (1.) They must not improve the ad- 
vantage they had against them, by the fright 
they would be put into upon Israel’s ap- 


3 Ye| proach: “ They shall be afraid of you, know- 


have compassed this mountain long |ing your strength and numbers, and the 


enough: turn you northward. 4 And 
command thou the people, saying, 
Ye are to pass through the coast of 
your brethren the children of Esau, 
which dwell in Seir; and they shall 
be afraid of you: take ye good heed 
unto yourselves therefore: 5 Meddle 
not with them; for I will not give 
you of their land, no, not so much as 
a foot breadth; because I have given 
mount Seir unto Esau for a posses- 
sion. 6 Ye shall buy meat of them 
for money, that ye may eat; and ye 
shall also buy water of them for 
money, that ye may drink. 7 For the 
Lorp thy God hath blessed thee in 
all the works of thy hand : he know- 
eth thy walking through this great 
wilderness: these forty years the 
Lorp thy God hath been with thee; 
thou hast lacked nothing. 

Here is, I. A short account of the long 
stay of Israel in the wilderness: [Ve com- 
passed Mount Seir many days, v.1. Nearly 
thirty-eight years they wandered in the de- 


serts of Seir; probably in some of their rests 
they staid several years, and never stirred; 


power of God engaged for you; but think 
not that, because their fears make them an 
easy prey, you may therefore prey upon them; 
no, take heed to yourselves.” There is need 
of great caution and a strict government of 
our own spirits, to keep ourselves from in- 
juring those against whom we have an ad- 
vantage. Or this caution is given to the 
princes ; they must not only not meddle with 
the Edomites themselves, but not permit any 
of the soldiers to meddle with them. (2.) 
They must not avenge upon the Edomites 
the affront they gave them in refusing them 
passage through their country, Num. xx. 21. 
Thus, before God brought Israel to destroy 
their enemies in Canaan, he taught them to 
forgive their enemies in Edom. (3.) They 
must not expect to have any part of their 
land given them for a possession; Mount 
Seir was already settled upon the Edomites, 
and they must not, under pretence of God’s 
covenant and conduct, think to seize for 
themselves all they could lay hands on. Do- 
minion is not founded in grace. God’s Israel 
shall be well placed, but must not expect to 
be placed alone in the midst of the earth, 
Isa. v. 8. 

2. They must trade with them as neigh- 
bours, buy meat and water of them, and pay 
for what they bought, v. 6. Religion must 
never be made a cloak for injustice. ‘The 
reason given (v. 7) is, “God hath blessed 


God by this not only chastised them for their | thee, and hitherto thon hast lacked nothing ; 


murmuring and unbelief, but, 1. Prepared 
them for Canaan, by humbling them for sin, 


and therefore, (1.) “ Thou needest not beg; 
scorn to be beholden to Edomites, when 


teaching them to mortify their lusts, to follow | thou hast a God all-sufficient to depend 


God, and to comfort themselves in him. 


upon. Thou hast wherewithal to pay for 


It is a work of time to make souls meet for | what thou callest for (thanks to the divine 


heaven, and it must be done by a long train 
of exercises. 2. He prepared the Canaanites 
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blessing D; use therefore what thou hast, 
use it cheerfully, and do not sponge npon 
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the Edomites.” (2.) “ Therefore thou must 
not steal. Thou hast experienced the care 


of the divine providence concerning thee, in 
confidence of which for the future, and in a 
firm belief of its sufficiency, never use any 
indirect methods for thy supply. Live by 
thy faith and not by thy sword,” 

8 And when we passed by from 
our brethren the children of Esau, 
which dwelt in Seir, through the way 
of the plain from Elath, and from 
Ezion-gaber, we turned and passed 
by the way of the wilderness of Moab. 
9 And the Lorp said unto me, Dis- 
tress not the Moabites, neither con- 
tend with them in battle: for I will 
not give thee of their land for a pos- 
session ; because I have given Ar unto 
the children of Lot for a possession. 
10 The Emims dwelt therein in times 
past, a people great, and many, and 
tall, as the Anakims; 11 Which also 
were accounted giants, as the Ana- 
kims; but the Moabites call them 
Emims. 12 The Horims also dwelt 
in Seir beforetime; but the children 
of Esau succeeded them, when they 
had destroyed them from before them, 
and dwelt in their stead ; as Israel did 
unto the land of his possession, which 
the Lorp gave unto them. 13 Now 
rise up, said I, and get you over the 
brcok Zered. And we went over the 
brook Zered. 14 And the space in 
which we came from Kadesh-barnea, 
until we were come over the brook 
Zered, was thirty and eight years; 
until all the generation of the men of 
war were wasted out from among the 
host, as the Lorp sware unto them. 
15 For indeed the hand of the Lorp 
was against them, to destroy them 
from among the host, until they were 
consumed. 16 So it came to pass, 
when all the men of war were con- 
sumed and dead from among the peo- 
ple, 17 That the Lorp spake unto 
me, saying, 18 Thou art to pass over 
through Ar, the coast of Moab, this 
day: 19 And when thou comest nigh 
over against the children of Ammon, 
distress them not, nor meddle with 
them: for I will not give thee of the 
land of the children of Ammon any 
possession: because I have given it 
unto the children of Lot for a pos- 
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session. 20 (That also was accounted 
a land of giants: giants dwelt therein 
in old time; and the Ammonites call 
them Zamzummims; 21 A people 
great, and many, and tall, as the Ana- 
kims; but the Lorp destroyed them 
before them; and they succeeded 
them, and dwelt in their stead: 22 
As he did to the children of Esau, 
which dwelt in Seir, when he de- 
stroyed the Horims from before them; 


and they succeeded them, and dwelt | 


in their stead even unto this day: 23 
And the Avims which dwelt in Haze- 
rim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, 
which came forth out of Caphtor, de- 
stroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.) 


It is observable here that Moses, speaking 
of the Edomites (v. 8), calls them “our bre- 
thren, the children of Esau.” 'Vhough they 
had been unkind to Israel, in refusing them 
a peaceable passage through their country, 
yet he calls them brethren. For, though our 
relations fail in their duty to us, we must re- 
tain a sense of the relation, and not be want- 
ing in our duty to them, as there is occasion. 
Now in these verses we have, 

I. The account which Moses gives of the 
origin of the nations of which he had here oc- 
casion to speak, the Moabites, Edomites, and 
Ammonites. We know very well, from 
other parts of his history, whose posterity 
they were; but here he tells us how they 
came to those countries in which Israel found 
them ; they were not the aborigines, or first 
planters. But, 1. The Moabites dwelt in a 
country which had beionged to a numerous 
race of giants, called Kmim (that is, terrible 
ones), as tall as the Anakim, and perhaps 
more fierce, v. 10,11. 2. The Edomites in 
like manner dispossessed the Horim from 
Mount Seir, and took their country (v. 12. 
and again v. 22), of which we read, Gen. 
xxxvi. 20. 3. The Ammonites likewise got 
possession of a country that had formerly 
been inhabited by giants, called Zamzummin, 
crafty men, or wicked men (v. 20, 21), probably 
the same that are called Zuzim, Gen. xiv. 5. 
He illustrates these remarks by an instance 
older than any of these; the Caphtorim (who 
were akin to the Philistines, Gen. x. 14) 
drove the Avim out of their country, and took 
possession of it, v. 23. The learned bishop 
Patrick supposes these Avites, being expelled 
hence, to have settled in Assyria, and to be 
the same people we read of under that name, 
2 Kings xvii. 31. Now these revolutions are 
recorded, (1.) To show how soon the world 
was peopled after the flood, so well peopled 
that, when a family grew numerous, they 
could not find a place to settle in, at least in 
that part of the world, but they must drive 
out those that were already settled. (2.) To 
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show that the race is not to the swift, nor 
the battle to the strong. Giants were ex- 
pelled by those of ordinary stature ; for pro- 
bably these giants, like those before the flood 
(Gen. vi. 4), were notorious for impiety and 
oppression, which brought the judgments of 
God upon them, against which their great 
strength would be no defence. (3.) To show 
what uncertain things worldly possessions 
are, and how often they change their owners; 
it was so of old, and ever will be so. Fa- 
milies decline, and from them estates are 
transferred to families that increase; so little 
constancy or continuance is there in these 


things. (4.) To encourage the children of Is- 


rael, who were now going to take possession 
of Canaan, against the difficulties they would 
meet with, and to show the unbelief of those 
that were afraid of the sons of Anak, to 
whom the giants, here said to be conquered, 
are compared, v. 11, 21. Ifthe providence 
of God had done this for Moabites and Am- 
monites, much more would his promise do 
it for Israel his peculiar people. 

II. The advances which Israel made to- 
wards Canaan. They passed by the way of 
the wilderness of Moab (v. 8), and then went 
over the brook or vale of Zered (wv. 13), and 
there Moses takes notice of the fulfilling of 
the word which God had spoken concerning 
them, that none of those that were numbered 
at Mount Sinai should see the land that God 
had promised, Num. xiv. 23. According to 
that sentence, now that they began to set 
their faces towards Canaan, and to have it in 
their eye, notice is taken of their being all 
destroyed and consumed, and not a man of 
them left,v. 14. Common providence, we 
may observe, in about thirty-eight years, or- 
dinarily raisesa new generation, so that in that 
time few remain of the old one; but here it 
was entirely new, and none at all remained but 
Caleb and Joshua: for indeed the hand of the 
Lord was against them,v. 15. Those cannot 
but waste, until they are consumed, who 
have the hand of God against them. Ob- 
serve, Israel is not called to engage with the 
Canaanites till all the men of war, the veteran 
regiments, that had been used to hardship, 
and had learned the art of war from the 
Egyptians, were consumed and dead from 
among the people (v. 16), that the conquest of 
Canaan, being effected by a host of new- 
raised men, trained up in a wilderness, the 
excellency of the power might the more 
plainly appear to be of God and not of men. 

III. The caution given them not to meddle 
with the Moabites or Ammonites, whom they 
must not disseize, nor so much as disturb 
in their possessions: Distress them not, nor 
contend with them, v.9. Though the Moab- 
ites aimed to ruin Israel (Num. xxii. 6), yet 
Israel must not aim to ruin them. If others 
design us a mischief, this will not justify us 
in designing them a mischief. But why 
must not the Moabites and Ammonites be 
meddled with? 1. Because they were the 
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children of Lot (w. 9, 19), righteous Lot, who 
kept his integrity in Sodom. Note, Children 
often fare the better in this world for the 
piety of their ancestors: the seed of the up- 
right, though they degenerate, yet are blessed 
with temporal good things. 2. Because the 
land they were possessed of was what God 
had given them, and he did not design it for 
Israel. Even wicked men have a right to 
their worldly possessions, and must not be 
wronged. ‘lhe tares are allowed their place 
in the field, and must not be rooted out until 
the harvest. God gives and preserves out- 
ward blessings to wicked men, to show that 
these are not the best things, but he has 
better in store for his own children. 


24 Rise ye up, take your journey, 
and pass over the river Arnon: behold, 
I have given intothine hand Sihon the 
Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his 
land: begin to possess z¢, and contend 
with him in battle. 25 This day will 
I begin to put the dread of thee and 
the fear of thee upon the nations thaé 
are under the whole heaven, who 
shall hear report of thee, and shall 
tremble, and be in anguish because of 
thee. 26 And I sent messengers out 
of the wilderness of Kedemoth unto 
Sihon king of Heshbon with words of 
peace, saying, 27 Let me pass through 
thy land: I will go along by the high 
way, I will neither turn unto the right 
hand nor to the left. 28 Thou shalt 
sell me meat for money, that I may 
eat; and give me water for money, 
that I may drink: only I will pass 
through on my feet; 29 (As the child- 
ren of Esau which dwell in Seir, and 
the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did 


unto me ;) until I shall pass over Jor- _ 


dan into the land which the Lorp our 
God giveth us. 30 But Sihon king 
of Heshbon would not let us pass by 
him: for the Lorp thy God hard- 
ened his spirit, and made his heart 
obstinate, that he might deliver hin 
into thy hand, as appeareth this day. 
31 And the Lorp said unto me, Be- 
hold, I have begun to give Sihon and 
his land before thee: begin to pos- 
sess, that thou mayest inherit his land. 
32 Then Sihon came out against us, 
he and all his people, to fight at Jahaz. 
33 And the Lorn our God delivered 
him before us; and we smote him, 
and his sons, and all his people. 34 
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And we took all his cities at that time, 
and utterly destroyed the men, and 
the women, and the little ones, of 
every city, we left none to remain: 
35 Only the cattle we took for a prey 
unto ourselves, and the spoil of the 
cities which we took. 36 From Aroer, 
which ¿s by the brink of the river of 
Arnon, and from the city that zs by 
the river, even unto Gilead, there was 
not one city too strong for us: the 
Loxp our God delivered all unto us: 
37 Only unto the land of the children 
of Ammon thou camest not, nor unto 
any place of the river Jabbok, nor 
unto the cities in the mountains, nor 
unto whatsoever the Lorp our God 
forbad us. 

God having tried the self-denial of his 
people in forbidding them to meddle with the 
Moabites and Ammonites, and they having 
quietly passed by those rich countries, and, 
though superior in number, not made any 
attack upon them, here he recompenses them 
for their obedience by giving them posses- 
sion of the country of Sihon king of the 
Amorites. If we forbear what God forbids, we 
shall receive what he promises, and.shall be 
no losers at last by our obedience, though it 
may seem for the present to be to our loss. 
Wrong not others, and God shall right thee. 

I. God gives them commission to seize 
upon the country of Sihon king of Heshbon, 
v. 24,25. This was then God’s way of dis- 
posing of kingdoms, but such particular 
grants are not now either to be expected or 
pretended. In this commission observe, 1. 
Though God assured them that the land 
should be their own, yet they must bestir 
themselves, and contend in battle with the 
enemy. What God gives we must en- 
deavour to get. 2. God promises that when 
they fight he will fight for them. Do you 
begin to possess it, and I will begin to put the 
dread of you upon them. God would dispirit 
the enemy and so destroy them, would mag- 
nify Israel and so terrify all those against whom 
they were commissioned. See Exod. xv. 14. 

II. Moses sends to Sihona message of peace, 
and only begs a passage through his land, 
with a promise to give his country no dis- 
turbance, but the advantage of trading for 
ready money with so great a body, v. 26—29. 
Moses herein did neither disobey God, who 
bade him contend with Sihon, nor dissemble 
with Sihon; but doubtless it was by divine 
direction that he did it, that Sihon might be 
left inexcusable, though God hardened his 
heart. This may illustrate the method of 
God’s dealing with those to whom he gives 
his gospel, but does not give grace to be- 
lieve it. 

III. Sihon began the war w. 32), God 
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Sihon und Og subdued. 


having made his heart obstinate, and hidden 
from his eyes the things that belonged to his 
peace (v. 30), that he might deliver him into 
the hand of Israel. ‘Those that meddle with 
the people of God meddle to their own hurt ; 
anl God sometimes ruins his enemies by 
their own resolves. See Mic. iv. 11—13; 
Rev. xvi. 14. 

IV. Israel was victorious. 1. They put 
all the Amorites to the sword, men, women, 
and children (v. 33, 34); this they did as the 
executioners of God’s wrath; now the mea- 
sure of the Amorites’ iniquity was full (Gen. 
xv. 16), and the longer it was in the filling 
the sorer was the reckoning at last. ‘This 
was one of the devoted nations. ‘They died, 
not as Israel’s enemies, but as sacrifices 
to divine justice, in the offering of which sa- 
crifices Israel was employed, as a king- 
dom of priests. The case being therefore 
extraordinary, it ought not to be drawn 
into a precedent for military executions, 
which make no distinction and give no 
quarter: those will have judgment without 
mercy that show no mercy. 2. They took 
possession of all they had; their cities (v. 
34), their goods (v. 35), and their land, v. 36. 
The wealth of the sinner is laid up for the 
just. What a new world did Israel now 
come into! Most of them were born, and nad 
lived all their days, in a vast howling wilder- 
ness, where they knew not what either fields 
or cities were, had no houses to dwell in, and 
neither sowed nor reaped; and now of a 
sudden to become masters of a country so 
well built, so well husbanded, this made 
them amends for their long waiting, and yet 
it was but the earnest of a great deal more. 
Much more joyful will the change be which 
holy souls will experience when they remove 
out of the wilderness of this world to the 
better country, that is, the heavenly, to the 
city that has foundations. 


CHAP. III. 


Moses, in this chapter, relates, I. The conquest of Og, king of 
Bashan, and the seizing of his country, ver. 1—11. 1. The diss 
tribution of these new conquests to the two tribes and a half, 
ver. 12—17. Under certain provisos and limitations, ver. 13—20. 
lll. The encouragement given to Joshua to carry on the war 
which was so gloriously begun, ver. 21,22. 1V, Moses’s request ta 
go over into Canaan (ver. 23—25), with the demal of that re- 
quest, but the grant of an equivalent, ver. 26, &c. 


FYNHEN we turned, and went up 

the way to Bashan: and Og the 
king of Bashan came out against us, 
he and all his people, to battle at 
Edrei. 2 And the Lorp said unto 
me, Fear him not: for I will deliver 
him, and all his people, and his land, 
into thy hand; and thou shalt do 
unto him as thou didst unto Sihon 
king of the Amorites, which dwelt at 
Heshbon. 
delivered into our hands Og also, the 
king of Bashan, and all his people: 
and we smote him until none was left 
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to him remaining. 4 And we took all | Note, When God pleads his people’s cause 


his cities at that time, there was not 
a city which we took not from them, 
threescore cities, all the region of Ar- 
gob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 
5 All these cities were fenced with 
high walls, gates, and bars; beside 
unwalled towns a great many. 6 And 
we utterly destroyed them, as we did 
unto Sihon king of Heshbon, utterly 
destroying the men, women, and 
children, of every city. 7 But all the 
cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we 
took for a prey to ourselves. 8 And 
we took at that time out of the hand 
of the two kings of the Amorites the 
land that was on this side Jordan, 
trom the river of Arnon unto mount 
Hermon; 9 (Which Hermon the Si- 
donians call Sirion; and the Amo- 
rites call it Shenir ;) 10 All the cities 
of the plain, and all Gilead, and all 
Bashan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities 
of the kingdom of Og in Bashan. 11 
For only Og king of Bashan remained 
of the remnant of giants; behold, his 
bedstead was a bedstead of iron; is it 
not in Rabbath of the children of Am- 
mon? nine cubits was the length 
thereof, and four cubits the breadth 
of it, after the cubit of a man. 

We have here another brave country 
delivered into the hand of Israel, that of 
Bashan; the conquest of Sihon is often 
mentioned together with that of Og, to the 
praise of God, the rather because in these 
Israel’s triumphs began, Ps. cxxxv. 11; 
CXXxvi. 19,20. See, 

I. How they got the mastery of Og, a 
very formidable prince, 1. Very strong, for 
he was of the remnant of the giants (w. 11); 
his personal strength was extraordinary, a 
monument of which was preserved by the 
Ammonites in his bedstead, which was 
shown as a rarity in their chief city. You 
might guess at his weight by the materials 
of his bedstead ; it was iron, as if a bedstead 
of wood were too weak for him to trust to: 
and you might guess at his stature by the 
dimensions of it; it was nine cubits long and 
four cubits broad, which, supposing a cubit 
to be but half a yard (and some learned men 
have made it appear to be somewhat more), 
was four yards and a half long, and two 
yards broad; and if we allow his bedstead 
to be two cubits longer than himself, and 
that is as much as we need allow, he was 
three yards and a half high, double the 
stature of an ordinszry man, and every way 


he can deal with giants as with grasshoppers. 
No man’s might can secure him against the 
Almighty. ‘The army of Og was very 
powerful, for he had the command of sixty 
fortified cities, besides unwalled towns, v. 5. 
Yet all this was nothing before God’s Israel, 
when they came with commission to destroy 
him. 2. He was very bold and daring: He 
came out against Israel to battle, v. 1. It 
was wonderful that he did not take warning 
by the ruin of Sihon, and send to desire 
conditions of peace; but he trusted to his 
own strength, and so was hardened to his 
destruction. Note, Those that are not 
awakened by the judgments of God upon 
others, but persist in their defiance of heaven, 
are ripening apace for the like judgments 
upon themselves, Jer. iii. 8. God bade Moses 
not fear him, v. 2. If Moses himself was so 
strong in faith as not to need the caution, yet 
it is probable that the people needed it, and 
for them these fresh assurances are designed - 
“T will deliver him into thy hand; not only 
deliver thee out of his hand, that he shall not 
be thy ruin, but deliver him into thy hand, 
that thou shalt be his ruin, and make him 
pay dearly for his attempt.” He adds, 
Thou shalt do to him as thou didst to Sihon, 
intimating that they ought to be encouraged 
by their former victory to trust in God for 
another victory, for he is God, and changeth 
not. 

II. How they got possession of Bashan, a 
very desirable country. They took all the 
cities (v. 4), and all the spoil of them, v. 7. 
They made them all their own, v. 10. So 
that now they had in their hands all that 
fruitful country which Jay east of Jordan, 
from the river Arnon unto Hermon, v. 8. 
Their conquering and possessing these 
countries was intended, not only for the 
encouragement of Israel in the wars of 
Canaan, but for the satisfaction of Moses 
before his death. Since he must not live to 
see the completing of their victory and settle- 
ment, God thus gives him a specimen of it. 
Thus the Spirit is given to those that beheve 
as the earnest of their inheritance, until the 
redemption of the purchased possession. 


12 And this land, which we pos- 
sessed at that time, from Aroer, which 
is by the river Arnon, and half mount 
Gilead, and the cities thereof, gave 
I unto the Reubenites and to the 
Gadites. 13 And the rest of Gilead, 
and all Bashan, being the kingdom ot 
Og, gave I unto the half tribe of Ma- 
nassch ; all the region of Argob, with 
all Bashan, which was called the land 
of giants. 14 Jair the son of Ma- 
nasseh took all the country of Argob 


proportionable, yet they smote him, v. 3.l| unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maa- 
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chathi; and called them after his own 
name, Bashan-havoth-jair, unto this 
day. 15 And I gave Gilead unto 
Machir. 16 And unto the Reubenites 
and unto the Gadites I gave from 
Gilead even unto the river Arnon half 
the valley, and the border even unto 
the river Jabbok, which is the border 
of the children of Ammon; 17 The 
plain also, and Jordan, and the coast 
thereof, from Chinnereth even unto 
the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, 
under Ashdoth-pisgah eastward. 18 
And I commanded you at that time, 
saying, The Lorp your God hath 
given you this land to possess it: ye 
shall pass over armed before your 
brethren the children of Israel, all that 
are meet for the war. 19 But your 
wives, and your little ones, and your 
cattle, (for I know that ye have much 
cattle,) shall abide in your cities which 
I have given you; 20 Until the Lorp 
have given rest unto your brethren, 
as well as unto you, and until they 
also possess the land which the Lorp 
your God hath given them beyond 
Jordan: and then shall ye return every 
man unto his possession, which I 
have given you. 

Having shown how this country which 
they were now in was conquered, in these 
verses he shows how it was settled upon the 
Reubenites, Gadites, and half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, which we had the story of before, 
Num. xxxii. Here is the rehearsal. 1. 
Moses specifies the particular parts of the 
country that were allotted to each tribe, es- 
pecially the distribution of the lot to the half 
tribe of Manasseh, the subdividing of which 
tribe is observable. Joseph was divided into 
Ephraim and Manasseh; Manasseh was 
divided into one half on the one side Jordan 
and the other half on the other side: that on 
the east side Jordan was again divided into 
two great families, which had their several 
allotments: Jair, v. 14, Machir, v. 15. And 
perhaps Jacob’s prediction of the smallness 
of that tribe was now accomplished in these 
divisions and subdivisions. Observe that 
Bashan is here called the land of the giants, 
because it had been in their possession, but 
Og was the last of them. ‘These giants, it 
seems, had lost their country, and were 
rooted out of it sooner than any of their 
neighbours ; for those who, presuming upon 
their strength and stature, had their hand 
against every man, had everv man’s hand 
against them, and went down slain to the pit, 
though they were the terror of the mighty in 
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the land of the living. 2. He repeats the 
condition of the grant which they had already 
agreed to, v. ì18—20. That they should send 
a strong detachment over Jordan to lead the 
van in the conquest of Canaan, who should 
not return to their families, at least not to 
settle (though for a time they might retire 
thither into winter quarters, at the end of a 
campaign), till they had seen their brethren 
in as full possession of their respective allot- 
ments as they themselves were now in of 
theirs. They must hereby be taught not to 
look at their own things only, but at the things 
of others, Phil. ii. 4. It ill becomes an 
Israelite to be selfish, and to prefer any pri- 
vate interest before the public welfare. When 
we are at rest we should desire to see our 
brethren at rest too, and should be ready to 
do what we can towards it; for we are not 
born for ourselves, but are members one of 
another. A good man cannot rejoice much 
in the comforts of his family unless withal he 
sees peace upon Israel, Ps. cxxviii. 6. 


21 And I commanded Joshua at 
that time, saying, Thine eyes have 
seen all that the Lorp your God hath 
done unto these two kings: so shall 
the Lorp do unto all the kingdoms 
whither thou passest. 22 Ye shall 
not fear them: for the Lorp your 
God he shall fight for you. 23 And 
I besought the Lorp at that time, 
saying, 24 O Lord Gop, thou hast 
begun to show thy servant thy great- 
ness, and thy mighty hand: for what 
God is there in heaven or in earth, 
that can doaccording to thy works, and 
according to thy might? 25 I pray 
thee, let me go over, and see the good 
land thatzs beyond Jordan, that goodly 
mountain, and Lebanon. 26 But the 
Lorp was wroth with me for your 
sakes, and would not hear me: and 
the Lorn said unto me, Let it suftice 
thee; speak no more unto me of this 
matter. 27 Get thee up into the top 
of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes west- 
ward, and northward, and southward, 
and eastward, and behold ié with thine 
eyes: for thou shalt not go over this 
Jordan. 28 But charge Joshua, and 
encourage him, and strengthen him: 
for he shall go over before this people, 
and he shall cause them to inherit 
the land which thou shalt see. 29 So 
we abode in the valley over against 
Beth-peor. 


Here is, I. The encouragement which 
Moses gave to Joshua, who was to succeed 
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him in the government, v. 21, 22. He com- 
manded him not to fear. Thus those that 
are aged and experienced in the service of 
God should do all they can to strengthen the 
hands of those that are young, and setting 
out in religion. Two things he would have 
him consider for his encouragement :—1. 
What God had done. Joshua had seen what 
a total defeat God had given by the forces of 
Israel to these two kings, and thence he 
might easily infer, so shall the Lord do to all 
the rest of the kingdoms upon which we are 
to make war. He must not only infer 
thence that thus the Lord can do with them 
all, for his arm is not shortened, but thus he 
will do, for his purpose is not changed; he 
that has begun will finish; as for God, his 
work is perfect. Joshua had seen it with his 
own eyes. And the more we have seen of 
the instances of divine wisdom, power, and 
goodness, the more inexcusable we are if we 
fear what flesh can do unto us. 2. What 
God had promised. The Lord your God he 
shall fight for you; and that cause cannot 
but be victorious which the Lord of hosts 
fights for. If God be for us, who can be 
against us so as to prevail? We reproach 
our leader if we follow him trembling. 

Il. The prayer which Moses made for 
himself, and the answer which God gave to 
that prayer. 

1. His prayer was that, if it were God’s 
will, he might go before Israel over Jordan 
into Canaan. At that time, when he had 
been encouraging Joshua to fight Israel’s 
battles, taking it for granted that he must be 
their leader, he was touched with an earnest 
desire to go over himself, which expresses 
itself not in any passionate and impatient 
complaints, or reflections upon the sentence 
he was under, but in humble prayers to God 
for a gracious reversing of it. I besought the 
Lord. Note, We should never allow any 
desires in our hearts which we cannot in faith 
offer up to God by prayer; and what desires 
are innocent, let them be presented to God. 
We have not, because we ask not. Observe, 

(1.) What he pleads here. Two things :— 
[1.] The great experience which he had had 
of God’s goodness to him in what he had 
done for Israel : “ Thou hast begun to show thy 
servant thy greatness. Lord, perfect what 
thou hast begun. Thou hast given me to 
see thy glory in the conquest of these two 
kings, and the sight has affected me with 
wonder and thankfulness. O let me see 
more of the outgoings of my God, my King! 
This great work, no doubt, will be carried on 
and completed ; let me have the satisfaction 
of seeing it.” Note, The more we see of 
God's glory in his works the more we shall 
desire to see. The works of the Lord are 
great, and therefore are sought out more and 
more of all those that have pleasure therein. 
:[2.] The good impressions that had been 
made upon his heart by what he had seen: 
For what God is there in heaven or earth that 
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can do according to thy works? The mere 
we are affected with what we have seen ot 
God, of his wisdom, power, and goodness, 


‘the better we are prepared for further dis- 


coveries. Those shall see the works of God 
that admire him in them. Moses had thus 
expressed himself concerning God and his 
works long before (Exod. xv. 11), and he 
still continues of the same mind, that there 
are no works worthy to be compared with 
God’s works, Ps. Ixxxvi. 8. 

(2.) What he begs: I pray thee let me go 
over, v. 25. God had said he should not go 
over; yet he prays that he might, not know- 
ing but that the threatening was conditional, 
for it was not ratified with an oath, as that 
concerning the people was, that they should 
not enter. ‘Thus Hezekiah prayed for his 
own life, and David for the life of his child, 
after both had been expressly threatened ; 
and the former prevailed, though the latter 
did not. Moses remembered the time when 
he had by prayer prevailed with God to 
recede from the declarations which he had 
made of his wrath against Israel, Exod. 
xxxii. 14. And why might he not hope ın 
like manner to prevail for himself? Let me 
go over and see the good land. Not, “ Let 
me go over and be a prince and a ruler 
there ;”’ he seeks not his own honour, is con- 
tent to resign the government to Joshua; 
but, “Let me go to be a spectator of tby 
kindness to Israel, to see what I believe con- 
cerning the goodness of the land of promise.” 
How pathetically does he speak of Canaan, 
that good land, that goodly mountain ! Note, 
Those may hope to obtain and enjoy God’s 
favours that know how to value them. What 
he means by thut goodly mountain we may 
learn from Ps. lxxviii. 54, where it is said of 
God’s Israel that he brought them to the 
border of his sanctuary, even to this mountain 
which his right hand had purchased, where it 
is plainly to be understood of the whole land 
of Canaan, yet with an eye to the sanctuary, 
the glory of it. 

2. God’s answer to this prayer had in it a 
mixture of mercy and judgment, that he 
might sing unto God of both. 

(1.) There was judgment in the denial of 
his request, and that in something of anger 
too: The Lord was wroth with me for your 
sakes, v. 26. God not only sees sin in his 
people, but is much displeased with it; and 
even those that are delivered from the wrath 
to come may yet lie under the tokens of 
God’s wrath in this world, and may be denied 
some particular favour which their hearts are 
much set upon. God is a gracious, tender, 
loving Father; but he is angry with his 
children when they do amiss, and denies 
them many a thing that they desire and are 
ready to cry for. But how was he wroth 
with Moses for the sake of Israel? Either, 
[1.] For that sin which they provoked him 
to; see Ps. cvi. 32, 33. “Or, [2] ilime- 
moval of Moses at that time, when he could 
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and a punishment of their sin. Or, [3.] It 
was for their sakes, that it might be a warn- 
ing to them to take heed of offending God 
by passionate and unbelieving speeches at 
any time, after the similitude of his trans- 
gression ; for, if this were done to such a 
green tree, what should be done to the dry ? 
He acknowledges that God would not hear 
him. God had often heard him for Israel, yet 
he would not hear him for himself. It was 
the prerogative of Christ, the great Inter- 
cessor, to be heard always; yet of him his 
enemies said, He saved others, himself he 
could not save, which the Jews would not 
have ubpraided him with had they considered 
that Moses, their great prophet, prevailed for 
others, but for himself he could not prevail. 
Though Moses, being one of the wrestling 
seed of Jacob, did not seek in vain, yet he 
had not the thing itself which he sought for. 
God may accept our prayers, and yet not grant 
us the very thing we pray for. 

(2.) Here is mercy mixed with this wrath 
in several things :—[1.] God quieted the 
spirit of Moses under the decree that had 
gone forth by that word (v. 26), Let it 
suffice thee. With this word, no doubt, 
a divine power went to reconcile Moses 
to the will of God, and to bring him to 
acquiesce in it. If God does not by his pro- 
vidence give us what we desire, yet, if by his 
grace he makes us content without it, it 
comes much to one. ‘“‘ Let it suffice thee to 
have God for thy Father, and heaven for thy 
portion, though thou hast not every thing 
thou wouldest have in this world. Be satis- 
fied with this, God is all-sufficient.” (2.] He 
put an honour upon his prayer in directing 
him not to insist upon this request: Speak 
no more to me of this matter. It intimates 
that what God does not think fit to grant we 
should not think fit to ask, and that God 
takes such a pleasure in the prayer of the 
upright that it is no pleasure to him, no, not 
in any particular instance, to give a denial to 
it. [3.] He promised him a sight of Canaan 
from the top of Pisgah, v. 27. Though he 
should not have the possession of it, he 
should have the prospect of it; not to tan- 
talize him, but such a sight of it as would 
yield him true satisfaction, and would en- 
able him to form a very clear and pleasing 
idea of that promised land. Probably Moses 
had not only his sight preserved for other 
purposes, but greatly enlarged for this pur- 
pose; for, if he had not had such a sight of it 
as others could not have from the same 
place, it would have been no particular fa- 
vour to Moses, nor the matter of a promise. 
Even great believers, in this present state, 
see heaven but at a distance. ie He pro- 
vided him a successor, one who should sup- 
port the honour of Moses and carry on and 
complete that glorious work which the heart 
of Moses was so much upon, the bringing of 
Israel to Canaan, and settling them there 
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(w. 28): Charge Joshua and encourage him in 
this work. Those to whom God gives a 
charge, he will be sure to give encourage- 
ment to. And it is a comfort to the church’s 
friends (when they are dying and going off) 
to see God’s work likely to be carried on by 
other hands, when they are silent in the dust. 
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In this chapter we have, I. A most earnest and pathetic exhortation 
to obedience, both in general, and in some particular instances, 
backed with a great variety of very pressing arguments, repeated 
again and again, and set before them in the most moving and af- 
fectiouate manner imaginable, ver. 1—40. Il. The appointing of 
the cities of refuge on that side Jordan, ver, 41—43. JIT. The 
particular description of the place where Moses delivered the 
following repetition of the law, ver. H, &e. 


OW therefore hearken, O Israel, 
unto the statutes and unto the 
judgments, which I teach you, for to 
do them, that ye may live, and go in 
and possess the land which the Lorp 
God of your fathers giveth you. 2 
Ye shall not add unto the word which 
I command you, neither shall ye di- 
minish aught from it, that ye may 
keep the commandments of the Lorn 
your God which I command you. 3 
Your eyes have seen what the Lorp 
did because of Baal-peor: for all the 
men that followed Baal-peor, the 
Lorp thy God hath destroyed them 
from among you. 4 But ye that did 
cleave unto the Lorp your God are 
alive every one of you this day. 5 Be- 
hold, I have taught you statutes and 
judgments, even as the Lorp my God 
commanded me, that ye should do so 
in the land whither ye go to possess 
it. 6 Keep therefore and do them ; 
for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the 
nations, which shall hear all these 
statutes, and say, Surely this great 
nation ¿s a wise and understanding 
people. 7 For what nation is there 
so great who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the Lorp our God zs in all 
things that we call upon him for? 
8 And what nation is there so great, 
that hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law, which I set 
before you this day? 9 Only take 
heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently, lest thou forget the things 
which thine eyes have seen, and lest 
they depart from thy heart all the 
days of thy life: but teach them thy 
sons, and thy sons’ sons; 10 Spe- 
cially theday that thou stoodest before 
the Lorpthy Godin Horeb, when the 
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Lorp said unto me, Gather me the 
people together, and I will make them 
hear my words, that they may learn 
to fear me all the days that they shall 
live upon the earth, and that they 
may teach their children. 11 And ye 
came near and stood under the moun- 
tain; and the mountain burned with 
fire unto the midst of heaven, with 
darkness, clouds, and thick darkness. 
12 And the Lorp spake unto you out 
of the midst of the fire: ye heard the 
voice of the words, but saw no simili- 
tude; only ye heard a voice. 13 And he 
declared unto you his covenant, which 
he commanded you to perform, even 
ten commandments; and he wrote 
them upon two tables of stone. 14 
And the Lorn commanded me at that 
time to teach you statutes and judg- 
ments, that ye might do them in the 
land whither ye go over to possess it. 
15 Take ye therefore good heed unto 
yourselves ; for ye saw no manner of 
similitude on the day that the Lorp 
spake unto you in Horeb out of the 
midst of the fire: 16 Lest ye corrupt 
yourselves, and make you a graven 
image, the similitude of any figure, 
the likeness of male or female, 17 
The likeness of any beast that zs on 
the earth, the likeness of any winged 
fowl that flieth in the air, 18 The 
likeness of any thing that creepeth on 
the ground, the likeness of any fish 
that ¿s in the waters beneath the earth: 
19 And lest thou lift up thine eyes 
unto heaven, and when thou seest the 
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even 
all the host of heaven, shouldest be 
driven to worship them, and serve 
them, which the Lorp thy God hath 
divided unto all nations under the 
whole heaven. 20 But the Lorp hath 
taken you, and brought you forth out 
of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, 
to be unto him a people of inheritance, 
as ye are this day. 21 Furthermore 
the Lorp was angry with me for your 
sakes, and sware that I should not go 
over Jordan, and that I should not go 
in unto that good land, which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee for an in- 
heritance : 22 But I must die in this 
land, I must not go over Jordan; but 
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good land. 23 Take heed unto your- 
selves, lest ve forget the covenant of 
the Lorp your God, which he made 
with you, and make you a graven 
image, or the likeness of any thing, 
which the Lorp thy God hath for- 
bidden thee. 24 For the Lorp thy 
God ¿s a consuming fire, even a jea- 
lous God. 25 When thou shalt be- 
get children, and children’s children, 
and ye shall have remained long in the 
land, and shall corrupt yourselves, 
and make a graven image, or the like- 
ness of any ¢hing, and shall do evil in 
the sight of the Lorp thy God, to 
provoke him to anger: 26 I call hea- 
ven and earth to witness against you 
this day, that ye shall soon utterly 
perish from off the land whereunto ye 
go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall 
not prolong your days upon it, but 
shall utterly be destroyed. 27 And the 
Lor» shall scatter you among the na- 
tions, and ye shall be left few in num- 
ber among the heathen, whither the 
Lorp shall lead you. 28 And there 
ye Shall serve gods, the work of men’s 
hands, wood and stone, which neither 
see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 
But if from thence thou shalt seek 
the Lorp thy God, thou shalt find 
him, if thou seek him with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul. 30 When 
thou art in tribulation, and all these 
things are come upon thee, even in 
the latter days, if thou turn to the 
Lorp thy God, and shalt be obedient 
unto his voice; 31 (for the Lorp 
thy God zs a merciful God;) he will 
not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, 
nor forget the covenant of thy fathers 
which he sware unto them. 32 For 
ask now of the days that are past, 
which were before thee, since the day 
that God created man upon the earth, 
and ask from the one side of heaven 
unto the other, whether there hath 
been any such thing as this great 
thing zs, or hath been heard like it? 
33 Did ever people hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of the 
fire, as thou hast heard, and live? 34 
Or hath God assayed to go and take 
him a nation from the midst of an- 
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other nation, by temptations, by signs, 
and by wonders, and by war, and by 
a mighty hand, and by a stretched out 
arm, and by great terrors, according 
to all that the Lorp your God did for 
you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 
Unto thee it was showed, that thou 
mightest know that the Lorp he is 
God; there is none else beside him. 
36 Out of heaven he made thee to 
hear his voice, that he might instruct 
thee: and upon earth he showed thee 
his great fire; and thou heardest his 
words out of the midst of the fire. 37 
And because he loved thy fathers, 
therefore he chose their seed after 
them, and brought thee out in his 
sight with his mighty power out of 
Egypt; 38 To drive out nations from 
before thee greater and mightier than 
thou art, to bring thee in, to give 
thee their land for an inheritance, as 
itis this day. 39 Know therefore this 
day, and consider t in thine heart, 
that the Lorp he zs God in heaven 
above, and upon the earth beneath : 
there is none else. 40 Thou shalt keep 
therefore his statutes, and his com- 
mandments, which I command thee 
this day, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee, and 
that thou mayest prolong thy days 
upon the earth, which the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee, for ever. 

This most lively and excellent discourse is 
so entire, and the particulars of it are so often 
repeated, that we must take it altogether in 
the exposition of it, and endeavour to digest 
it into proper heads, for we cannot divide it 
into paragraphs. 

I. In general, it is the use and application 
of the foregoing history; it comes in by way 
of inference from it: Now therefore hearken, 
O Israel, v.1. This use we should make of 
the review of God’s providences concerning 
us, we should by them be quickened and en- 
gaged to duty and obedience. The histories 
of the years of ancient times should in like 
manner be improved by us. 

II. The scope and drift of his discourse is 
to persuade them to keep close to God and 
to his service, and not to forsake him for any 
other god, nor in any instance to decline from 
their duty to him. Now observe what he 
says to them, with a great deal of divine 
rhetoric, both by way of exhortation and di- 
rection, and also by way of motive and argu- 
ment to enforce his exhortations. 

1. See here how he charges and commands 
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them, and shows them what is good, and what 
the Lord requires of them. 

(1.) He demands their diligent attention to 
the word of God, and to the statutes and 
judgments that were taught them: Hearken, 
O Israel. He means, not only that they 
must now give him the hearing, but that 
whenever the book of the law was read to 
them, or read by them, they should be atten- 
tive toit. ‘“ Hearken to the statutes, as con- 
taining the great commands of God and the 
great concerns of your own souls, and there- 
fore challenging your utmost attention.” At 
Horeb God had made them hear his words 
(v. 10), hear them with a witness; the atten- 
tion which was then constrained by the cir- 
cumstances of the delivery ought ever after 
to be engaged by the excellency of the things 
themselves. What God so spoke once, we 
should hear twice, hear often. 

(2.) He charges them to preserve the di- 
vine law pure and entire among them, v. 2. 
Keep it pure, and do not add to it; keep it 
entire, and do not diminish from it. Not in 
practice, so some: ‘ You shall not add by 
committing the evil which the law forbids, 
nor diminish by omitting the good which the 
law requires.” Not in opinion, so others: 
“ You shall not add your own inventions, as 
if the divine institutions were defective, nor 
introduce, much less impose, any rites of re- 
ligious worship other than what God has 
appointed; nor shall you diminish, or set 
aside, any thing that is appointed, as needless 
or superfluous.” God’s work is perfect, no- 
thing can be put to it, nor taken from it, 
without making it the worse. See Eccl. iii. 14. 
The Jews understand it as prohibiting the 
alteration of the text or letter of the law, even 
in the least jot or tittle; and to their great 
care and exactness herein we are very much 
indebted, under God, for the purity and in- 
tegrity of the Hebrew code. We find a fence 
like this made about the New Testament in 
the close of it, Rev. xxii. 18, 19. 

(3.) He charges them to keep God’s com- 
mandments (v. 2), to do them Ww. 5, 14), to keep 
and do them (v. 6), to perform the covenant, 
v. 13. Hearing must be in order to doing, 
knowledge in order to practice. God's com- 
mandments were the way they must keep in, 
the rule they must keep to; they must go- 
vern themselves by the moral precepts, per- 
form their devotion according to the divine 
ritual, and administer justice according to 
the judicial law. He concludes his discourse 
(w. 40) with this repeated charge: Thou shalt 
keep his statutes and his commandments which 
I command thee. What are laws made for 
but to be observed and obeyed? 

(4.) He charges them to be very strict and 
careful in their observance of the law (v. 9): 
Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul 
diligently ; and (v.15), Take you therefore good 
heed unto yourselves ; and again (v. 23), Take 
heed to yourselves. ‘Those that would be re- 
ligious must be very cautious, and walk cir- 
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cuinspectly. Considering how many tempta- 
tions we are compassed about with, and what 
corrupt inclinations we have in our own bo- 
soms, we have great need to look about us 
and to keep our hearts with all diligence. 
Those cannot walk aright that walk carelessly 
and at all adventures. 

(5.) He charges them particularly to take 
heed of the sin of idolatry, that sin which of | 
all others they would be most tempted to by 
the customs of the nations, which they were 
most addicted to by the corruption of their 
hearts, and which would be most provoking to 
God and of the most pernicious consequences 
to themselves: Take good heed, lest in this 
matter you corrupt yourselves, v. 15,16. Two 
sorts of idolatry he cautions them against :— 
{1.] The worship of images, however by them 
they might intend to worship the true God, 
as they had done in the golden calf, so 
changing the truth of God into a lie and his 
glory into shame. 'The second commandment 
1s expressly directed against this, and is here 
enlarged upon, v. 15—18. ‘‘‘Take heed Jest 
you corrupt yourselves,” that is, “lest you 
debauch yourselves ;” for those that think to 
make images of God form in their minds 
such notions of him as must needs be an in- 
let to all impieties; and it is intimated that 
it is a spiritual adultery. ‘And take heed 
lest you destroy yourselves. If any thing 
ruin you, this will be it. Whatever you do, 
make no similitude of God, either in a human 
shape, male or female, or in the shape of any 
beast or fowl, serpent or fish;” for the heathen 
worshipped their gods by images of all these 
kinds, being either not able to form, or not 
willing to admit, that plain demonstration 
which we find, Hos. viii. 6: The workman 
made it, therefore it is not Gud. To repre- 
sent an infinite Spirit by an image, and the 
great Creator by the image of a creature, is 
the greatest affront we can put upon God 
and the greatest cheat we can put upon our- 
selves. As an argument against their making 
images of God, he urges it very much upon 
them that when God made himself known to 
them at Horeb he did it by a voice of words 
which sounded in their ears, to teach them 
that faith comes by hearing, and God in the 
word is nigh us; but no image was presented 
to their eye, for to see God as he is is re- 
served for our happiness in the other world, 
and to see him as he is not will do us hurt 
and no good in this world. You saw no si- 
militude (v. 12), no manner of similitude, v. 15. 
Probably they expected to have seen some 
similitude, for they were ready to break 
through unto the Lord to gaze, Exod. xix. 21. 
But all they saw was Jiyht and fire, and no- 
thing that they could make an image of, God 
in infinite wisdom so ordering his manifesta- 
tion of himself because of the peril of idolatry. 
It is said indeed of Moses that he beheld the 
similitude of the Lord (Num. xii. 8), God al- 
lowing him that favour because he was above 
the temptation of idolatry; but for the people 
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who had lately come from admiring the idols 
of Egypt, they must see no resemblance of 
God, lest they should have pretended to copy 
it, and so should have received the second 
commandment in vain; “for” (says bishop 
Patrick) “ they would have thought that this 
forbade them only to make any representa- 
tion of God besides that wherein he showed 
himself to them, in which they would have 
concluded it lawful to represent him.” Let 
this be a caution to us to take heed of making 
images of God in our fancy and imagination 
when we are worshipping him, lest thereby 
we corrupt ourselves. ‘There may be idols 
in the heart, where there are none in the 
sanctuary. [2.] The worship of the sun, 
moon, and stars, is another sort of idolatry 
which they are here cautioned against, v. 19. 
This was the most ancient species of idolatry 
and the most plausible, drawing the adora- 
tion to those creatures that not only are in a 
situation above us, but are most sensibly 
glorious in themselves and most generally 
serviceable to the world. And the plausible- 
ness of it made it the more dangerous. Itis 
intimated here, First, How strong the tempta- 
tion is to sense; for the caution is, Lest thou 
shouldest be driven to worship them by the 
strong impulse of a vain imagination and the 
impetuous torrent of the customs of the na- 
tions. The heart is supposed to walk after 
the eye, which, in our corrupt and degenerate 
state, itis very apt to do. “‘ When thou seest 
the sun, moon, and stars, thou wilt so admire 
their height and brightness, their regular 
motion and powerful influence, that thou wilt 
be strongly tempted to give that glory to 
them which is due to him that made them, 
and made them what they are to us—gave 
them their beings, and made them blessings 
to the world.” It seems there was need of a 
great deal of resolution to arm them against 
this temptation, so weak was their faith in 
an invisible God and an invisible world. Se- 
condly, Yet he shows how weak the tempta- 
tion would be to those that would use their 
reason; for these pretended deities, the sun, 
moon, and stars, were only blessings,which 
the Lord their God, whom they were obliged 
to worship, had imparted to all nations. It 
is absurd to worship them, for they are man’s 
servants, were made and ordained to give 
light on earth; and shall we serve those that 
were made to serveus? ‘The sun, in Hebrew, 
is called shemesh, which signifies a servant, 
for it is the minister-general of this visible 
world, and holds the candle to all mankind ; 
let it not then be worshipped as a lord. 
Moreover, they are God’s gifts; he has im- 
parted them; whatever benefit we have by 
them, we owe it to him; itis therefore highly 
injurious to him to give that honour and 
praise to them which is due to him only. 
(6.) He charges them to teach their child- 
ren to observe the laws of God: Teach them 
to thy sons, and thy sons’ sons (v. 9), that they 
may teach their children, v. 10. [1.] Care 
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must be taken in general to preserve the en- 
tail of religion among them, and to transmit 
the knowledge and worship of God to pos- 
terity ; for the kingdom of God in Israel was 
designed to be perpetual, if they did net for- 
feit the privilege of it. [2.] Parents must, 
in order hereunto, particularly take care to 
teach their own children the fear of God, and 
to train them up in an observance of all his 
commandments. 

(7.) He charges them never to forget their 
duty: Take heed lest you forget the covenant 
of the Lord your God, v. 23. Though God 
is ever mindful of the covenant, we are apt 
to forget it; and this is at the bottom of all 
our departures from God. We have need 
therefore to watch against all those things 
which would put the covenant out of our 
minds, and to watch over our own hearts, 
lest at any time we let it shp; and so we 
must take heed lest at any time we forget 
our religion, lest we lose it or leave it off. 
Care and caution, and holy watchfulness, are 
the best helps against a bad memory. These 
are the directions and commands he gives 
them. 

2. Let us see now what are the motives or 
arguments with which he backs these ex- 
hortations. How does he order the cause 
before them, and fill his mouth with argu- 
ments! He has a great deal to say on God’s 
behalf. Some of his topics are indeed pecu- 
liar to that people, yet applicable to us. 
But, upon the whole, it is evident that reli- 
gion has reason on its side, the powerful 
charms of which all that are irreligious wil- 
fully stop their ears against. 

(1.) He urges the greatness, glory, and 
goodness, of God. Did we consider what a 
God he is with whom we have to do, we 
should surely make conscience of our duty 
to him and not dare to sinagainst him. He 
reminds them here, [1.] That the Lord Je- 
hovah is the one only living and true God. 
This they must know and consider, v. 39. 
There are many things which we know, but 
are not the better for, because we do not con- 
sider them, we do not apply them to our- 
selves, nor draw proper inferences from them. 
This is a truth so evident that it cannot but 
be known, and so influential that, if it were 
duly considered, it would effectually reform 
the world, That the Lord Jehovah he is God, 
an infinite and eternal Being, self-existent 
and self-sufficient, and the fountain of all be- 
ing, power, and motion—that he is God in 
heaven above, clothed with all the glory and 
Lord of all the hosts of the upper world, and 
that he is God upon earth beneath, which, 
though distant from the throne of his glory, 
is not out of the reach of his sight or power, 
and though despicable and mean is not be- 
low his care and cognizance. And there is 
none else, no true and living God but him- 
self. All the deities of the heathen were 
counterfeits and usurpers; nor did any of 
them so much as pretend to be universal 
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monarchs in heaven and earth, but only local 
deities. The Israelites, who worshipped no 
other than the supreme Numen—Divinity, 
were for ever inexcusable if they either 
changed their God or neglected him. [2.] 
That he is a consuming fire, a jealous God, 
v. 24. Take heed of offending him, for, 
First, He has a jealous eye to discern an af- 
front; he must have your entire affection 
and adoration, and will by no means endure 
a rival. God’s jealousy over us is a good 
reason for our godly jealousy over ourselves. 
Secondly, Ile has a heavy hand to punish an 
affront, especially in his worship, for therein 
he is in a special manner jealous. He is a 
consuming fire; his wrath against sinners is 
so: it is dreadful and destroying, it is a fiery 
indignation which will devour the adversaries, 
Heb. x. 27. Fire consumes that only which 
is fuel for it, so the wrath of God fastens 
upon those only who, by their own sin, have 
fitted themselves for destruction, 1 Cor. 
ili. 13; Isa. xxvii. 4. Even in the New Tes- 
tament we find the same argument urged 
upon us as a reason why we should serve 
God with reverence (Heb. xii. 28, 29), because 
though he is our God, and a rejoicing light 
to those that serve him faithfully, yet he is a 
consuming fire to those that trifle with him. 
Thirdly, That yet he is a merciful God, v. 31. 
It comes in here as an encouragement to re- 
pentance, but might serve as an inducement 
to obedience, and a consideration proper to 
prevent their apostasy. Shall we forsake a 
merciful God, who will never forsake us, as 
it follows here, if we be faithful unto him? 
Whither can we go to better ourselves? Shall 
we forget the covenant of our God, who will 
not forget the covenant of our fathers? Let 
us be held to our duty by the bonds of love, 
and prevailed with by the mercies of God to 
cleave to him. 

(2.) He urges their relation to this God, 
his authority over them and their obligations 
to him. “The commandments you are to 
keep and do are not mine,” says Moses, “not 
my inventions, not my injunctions, but they 
are the commandments of the Lord, framed 
by infinite wisdom, enacted by sovereign 
power. He is the Lord God of your fathers 
(w. 1), so that you are his by inheritance: 
your fathers were his, and you were born in 
his house. He is the Lord your God (w. 2), 
so that you are his by your own consent. 
He is the Lord my God (v. 5), so that I treat 
with yon as his agent and ambassador ;” 
and in his name Moses delivered unto them 
all that, and that only, which he had received 
from the Lord. 

(3.) He urges the wisdom of being reli- 
gious: For this is your wisdom in the sight of 
the nations, v. 6. In keeping God’s com- 
mandments, [1.] They would act wisely 
for themselves: This is your wisdom. It is 


not only agreeable to right reason, but highly 

conducive to our true interest; this is one of 

the first and most ancient maxims of divine 
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revelation, The fear of the Lord, that is wis- 
dom, Job xxviii. 28. [2.] They would an- 
swer the expectations of their neighbours, 
who, upon reading or hearing the precepts 
of the law that was given them, would con- 
clude that certainly the people that were 
governed by this law were a wise and under- 
standing people. Great things may justly 
be looked for from those who are guided by 
divine revelation, and unto whom are com- 
mitted the oracles of God. ‘l'hey must needs 
be wiser and better than other people; and 
so they are if they are ruled by the rules that 
are given them; and if they are not, though 
reproach may for their sakes be cast upon 
the religion they profess, yet it will in the 
end certainly return upon themselves to their 
eternal confusion. ‘Those that enjoy the be- 
nefit of divine light and laws ought to con- 
duct themselves so as to support their own 
reputation for wisdom and honour (see Eccl. 
x. 1), that God may be glorified thereby. 

(4.) He urges the singular advantages 
which they enjoyed by virtue of the happy 
establishment they were under, v. 7,8. Our 
communion with God (which is the highest 
honour and happiness we are capable of in 
this world) is kept up by the word and prayer; 
in both these Israel were happy above any 
people under heaven. [1.] Never were any 
people so privileged in speaking to God, v. 7. 
He was nigh unto them in all that they called 
upon him for, ready to answer their en- 
quiries and resolve them by his oracle, ready 
to answer their requests and to grant them 
by a particular providence. When they had 
cried unto God for bread, for water, for heal- 
ing, they had found him near them, to suc- 
cour and relieve them, a very present help, 
and in the midst of them (Ps. xlvi. 1, 5), his 
ear open to their prayers. Observe, First, 
It is the character of God’s Israel that on all 
occasions they call upon him, in every thing 
they make their requests known to God. 
They do nothing but what they consult him 
in, they desire nothing but what they come 
to him for. Secondly, Those that call upon 
God shall certainly find him within call, and 
ready to give an answer of peace to every 
prayer of faith ; see Isa. lviii. 9, “ Thou shalt 
cry, as the child for the nurse, and he shall 
say, Here I am, what does my dear child cry 
for?” Thirdly, This is a privilege which 
makes the Israel of God truly great and ho- 
nourable. What can go further than this to 
magnify a people or person? Is any name 
more illustrious than that of Israel, a prince 
with God? What nation is there so great ? 
Other nations might boast of greater num- 
bers, larger territories, and more ancient in- 
corporations ; but none could boast of such 
an interest in heaven as Israel had. They 
had their gods, but not so nigh to them as 
Israel’s God was; they could not help them 
in a time of need, as 1 Kings xviii. 27. [2.] 
Never were any people so privileged in hear- 
ing from God, by the statutes and judgments 
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which were set before them, v. 8. This also 
was the grandeur of Israel above any people. 
What nation is there so great, that hath statutes 
and judgments so righteous ? Observe, First, 
That all these statutes and judgments of the 
divine law are infinitely just and righteous, 
above the statutes and jndgments of any ot 
the nations. ‘The law of God is far more ex- 
cellent than the law of nations. No law so 
consonant to natural equity and the un- 
prejudiced dictates of right reason, so con- 
sistent with itself in all the parts of it, and so 
conducive to the welfare and interest of man- 
kind, as the scripture-law is, Ps. cxix. 128. 
Secondly, ‘The having of these statutes and 
judgments set before them is the true and 
trancendent greatness of any nation or peo- 
ple. See Ps. cxlvii.19, 20. It is an honour 
to us that we have the Bible in reputation 
and power among us. It is an evidence of a 
people’s being high in the favour of God, and 
a means of making them high among the 
nations. ‘Those that magnify the law shall 
be magnified by it. 

(5.) He urges God’s glorious appearances 
to them at Mount Sinai, when he gave them 
this law. ‘This he insists much upon. ‘Take 
heed lest thou forgei the day that thou stood- 
est before the Lord thy God in Horeb, v. 10. 
Some of them were now alive that could re- 
member it, though they were then under 
twenty years of age, and the rest of them 
might be said to stand there in the loins of 
their fathers, who recetved the law and en- 
tered into covenant there, not for themselves 
only, but for their children, to whom God 
had an eye particularly in giving the law, that 
they might teach it to their children. Two 
things they must remember, and, one would 
think, they could never forget them :—[1.] 
What they saw at Mount Sinai, v. 11. They 
saw a strange composition of fire and dark- 
ness, both dreadful and very awful; and 
they must needs be a striking foil to each 
other; the darkness made the fire in the 
midst of it look the more dreadful. Fires in 
the night are most frightful, and the fire 
made the darkness that surrounded it look 
the more awful; for it must needs be a 
strong darkness which such a fire did not 
disperse. In allusion to this appearance upon 
Mount Sinai, God is said to show himself for 
his people, and against his and their enemies, 
in fire and darkness together, Ps. xviil. 8, 9. 
He tells them again (v. 36) what they saw, 
for he would have them never to forget it: 
He showed thee his yreat fire. One flash of 
lightning, that fire from heaven, strikes an 
awe upon us; and some have observed that 
most creatures naturally turn their face to- 
wards the lightning, as ready to receive the 
impressions of it; but how dreadful then 
must a constant fire from heaven be! It gave 
an earnest of the day of judgment, in which 
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed in flaming fire. 
As he reminds them of what they saw, so hie 
tells them what they saw not; no manner of 
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similitude, from which they might form 
either an idea of God in their fancies or an 
image of God in their high places. By what 
we see of God sufficient ground is given us 
to believe him to be a Being of infinite power 
and perfection, but no occasion given us to 
suspect him to have a body such as we have. 
[2.] What they heard at Mount Sinai (v. 12): 
“ The Lord spoke unto you wìth an intelligible 
voice, in your own language, and you heard 
it.” This he enlarges upon towards the close 
of his discourse, v. 32, 33, 36. First, They 
heard the voice of God, speaking out of heaven. 
God manifests himself to all the world in the 
works of creation, without speech or lan- 
guage, and yet their voice is heard (Ps. xix. 
1—3); but to Israel he made himself known 
by speech and language, condescending to 
the weakness of the church’s infant state. 
Here was the voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness, to prepare the way of the Lord. Se- 
condly, They heard it out of the midst of the 
fire, which showed that it was God himself 
that spoke to them, for who else could dwell 
with devouring fire? God spoke to Job out 
of the whirlwind, which was terrible; but to 
Israel out of the fire, which was more terrible. 
We have reason to he thankful that he does 
not thus speak to us, but by men like our- 
selves, whose terror shall not make us afraid, 
Job xxxiii. 6, 7. Thirdly, ‘They heard it and 
yet lived, v. 33. It was a wonder of mercy 
that the fire did not devour them, or that 
they did not die for fear, when Moses him- 
self trembled. Fourthly, Never any people 
heard the like. He bids them enquire of 
former days and distant places, and they 
would find this favour of God to Israel with- 
out precedent or parallel, v. 32. This sin- 
gular honour done them called for singular 
obedience from them. It might justly be 
expected that they should do inore for God 
than other people, since God had done so 
much more for them. 

(6.) He urges God’s gracious appearances 
for them, in bringing them out of Egypt, 
from the iron furnace, where they laboured 
in the fire, forming them into a people, and 
then taking them to be his own people, a 
people of inheritance (w. 20); this he men- 
tions again, v. 34, 37, 38. Never did God 
do such a thing for any people: the rise of 
this nation was quite different from that of 
all other nations. [1.] They were thus dig- 
nified and distinguished, not for any thing in 
them that was deserving or inviting, but be- 
cause God had a kindness for their fathers : 
he chose them. See the reasons of free 
grace; we are not beloved for our own sakes, 
but for his sake who is the great trustee of 
the covenant. [2.] They were delivered out 
of Egypt by miracles and signs, in mercy to 
them and in judgment upon the Egyptians, 
against whom God stretched out his arm, 
which was signified by Moses’s stretching 
out his hand in summoning the plagues. 
f3.] They were designed for a happy settle- 
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ment in Canaan, v. 38. Nations must be 
driven out from before them, to make room 
for thein, to show how much dearer they 
were to God than any other people were. 
Egyptians and Canaanites must both be sa- 
erificed to Israel’s honour and interest. 
Those that stand in Israel's light, in Israel’s 
way, Shall find that it is at their peril. 

(7.) He urges God’s righteous appearance 
against them sometimes for their sins. He 
specifies particularly the matter of Peor, v. 
3, 4. This had happened very lately: their 
eyes had seen but the other day the sudden 
destruction of those that joined themselves 
to Baal-peor and the preservation of those 
that clave to the Lord, from which they 
might easily infer the danger of apostasy 
from God and the benefit of adherence to 
him. He also takes notice again of God’s 
displeasure against himself: The Lord was 
angry with me for your sakes, v. 21,22. He 
mentions this to try their ingenuousness, 
whether they would really be troubled for 
the great prejudice which they had occa- 
sioned to their faithful friend and leader. 
Others’ sufferings for our sakes should 
grieve us more than our own. 

(8.) He urges the certain advantage of 
obedience. ‘This argument he begins with 
(w. 1): That you may live, and go iu and pos- 
sess the land; and this he concludes with 
(v. 40): That it may go well with thee, and 
with thy children after thee. He reminds 
them that they were upon their good be- 
haviour, that their prosperity would depend 
upon their piety. If they kept God’s pre- 
cepts, he would undoubtedly fulfil his pro- 
mises. 

(9.) He urges the fatal consequences of 
their apostasy from God, that it would un- 
doubtedly be the ruin of their nation. This 
he enlarges upon, v. 25—31. Here, [1.] 
He foresees their revolt from God to idols, 
that in process of time, when they had re- 
mained long in the land and were settled 
upon their lees, they would corrupt them- 
selves, and make a graven image; this was 
the sin that would most easily beset them, v. 
25. [2.] He foretels the judgments of God 
upon them for this: You shall utterly be de- 
stroyed (v. 26), scattered among the nations, 
v. 27. And their sin should be made their 
punishment (v. 28): “ There shall you serve 
gods, the work of men’s hands, be compelled 
to serve them, whether you will or no, or, 
through your own sottishness and stupidity, 
you will find no better succours to apply 
yourselves to in your captivity.” ‘Those that 
cast off the duties of religion in their pros- 
perity cannot expect the comforts of it when 
they come to be in distress. Justly are they 
then sent to the gods whom they have served, 
Judg. x. 14. [3.] Yet he encourages them 
to hope that God would reserve mercy for 
them in the latter days, that he would by his 
judgments upon them bring them to repeut- 
ance, and take them again imto covenant 
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with himself, v. 29—31. Here observe, 
First, That whatever place we are in we may 
thence seek the Lord our God, though ever 
so remote from our own land or from his 
holy temple. There is no part of this earth 
that has a gulf fixed between it and heaven. 
Secondly, ‘Those, and those only, shall find 
God to their comfort, who seek him with all 
their heart, that is, who are entirely devoted 
to him, earnestly desirous of his favour and 
solicitous to obtain it. Thirdly, Afflictions 
are sent to engage and quicken us to see 
God, and, by the grace of God working with 
them, many are thus reduced to their right 
mind. ‘When these things shall come 
upon thee, it is to be hoped that thou wilt 
turn to the Lord thy God, for thou seest what 
comes of turning from him; see Dan. ix. 11, 
12. Fourthly, God’s faithfulness to his co- 
venant encourages us to hope that he will 
not reject us, though we be driven to him by 
affliction. If we at length remember the 
covenant, we shall find that he has not for- 
gotten it. 

Now let all these arguments be laid to- 
gether, and then say whether religion has 
not reason on its side. None cast off the 
government of their God but those that have 
first abandoned the understanding of a man. 

41 Then Moses severed three cities 
on this side Jordan toward the sun- 
rising; 42 That the slayer might flee 
thither, which should kill his neigh- 
bour unawares, and hated him not in 
times past; and that fleeing unto one 
of these cities he might live: 43 
Namely, Bezer in the wilderness, in 
the plain country, of the Reubenites ; 
and Ramoth in Gilead, of the Gadites; 
and Golan in Bashan, of the Manas- 
sites. 44 And this is the law which 
Moses set before the children of Is- 
rael: 45 These are the testimonies, 
and the statutes, and the judgments, 
which Moses spake unto the child- 
ren of Israel, after they came forth 
out of Egypt, 46 On this side Jordan, 
in the valley over against Beth-peor, 
in the land of Sihon king of the Amo- 
rites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom 
Moses and the children of Israel 
smote, after they were come forth out 
of Egypt: 47 And they possessed his 
land, and the land of Og king of Ba- 
shan, two kings of the Amorites, 
which were on this side Jordan to- 
ward the sun rising; 48 From Aroer, 
which is by the bank of the river Ar- 
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side Jordan eastward, even unto the 
sea of the plain, under the springs ot 
Pisgah. 

Here is, 1. The nomination of the cities of 
refuge on that side Jordan where Israel now 
lay encamped. Three cities were appointed 
for that purpose, one in the lot of Reuben, 
another in that of Gad, and another in that 
of the half tribe of Manasseh, v. 41—43. 
What Moses could do for that people while 
he was yet with them he did, to give ex- 
ample to the rulers who were settled that 
they might observe them the better when he 
was gone. 2. The introduction to another 
sermon that Moses preached to Israel, which 
we have in the following chapters. Probably 
it was preached the next sabbath day after, 
when the congregation attended to receive 
instruction. He had in general exhorted 
them to obedience in the former chapter; 
here he comes to repeat the law which they 
were to observe, for he demands a universal 
but not an implicit obedience. How can we 
do our duty if we do not know it? Here 
therefore he sets the law before them as the 
rule they were to work by, the way they 
were to walk in, sets it before them as the 
glass in which they were to see their naturai 
face, that, looking into this perfect law of 
liberty, they might continue therein. These 
are the testimonies, the statutes, and the judg- 
ments, the moral, ceremonial, and judicia. 
laws, which had been enacted before, when 
Israel had newly come out of Egypt, and 
were now repeated, on this side Jordan, v. 
44—46. The place where Moses gave them 
these laws in charge is here particularly de- 
scribed. (1.) It was over-against Beth-peor, 
an idol-temple of the Moabites, which per- 
haps Moses sometimes looked towards, with 
a particular caution to them against the in- 
fection of that and other such like dangerous 
places. (2.) It was upon their new con- 
quests, in the very land which they had got 
out of the hands of Sihon and Og, and were 
now actually in possession of, v. 47. Their 
present triumphs herein were a powerful ar- 
gument for- obedience. 


CHAP, V. 
la this chapter we have the second edition of the tea command- 
meots. 1. The general intent of them; they were in the nature 


of a covenant hetween God and Israel, ver. 1—3. 1l. The pa e 
ticular precepts are repeated (ver. 6—21), with the dooble ae- 
livery of them, hoth by word and writing, ver, 22. HI. Tha 
settling of the correspondence thenceforward between God and 
Israel, by the mediation and ministry of Moses. 1. lt was 
Israel’s humble petition that it might be so, ver. 23—27. 2. lz 
was God’s gracious grant that it should be so, ver. 28—31. And 
hence he infers the ubligation they were under to ohedience, 
ver. 32, 33. 


ND Moses called all Israel, and 
said unto them, Hear, O Israel, 
the statutes and judgments which I 
speak in your ears this day, that yemay 
learn them, and keep, anddo them. 2 
The Lorp our God made a covenant 


non, even unto mount Sihon, which zs} with us in Horeb. 3 The Lorp made 
Hermon, 49 And all the plain on this! not this covenant with our fathers, 
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but with us, even us, who are all of 
us here alive this day. 4 The Lorp 
talked with you face to face in the 
mount out of the midst of the fire, 
5 (I stood between the Lorn and you 
at that time, to show you the word of 
the Lorp: for ye were afraid by rea- 
son of the fire, and went not up into 
the mount ;) saying, 

Here, 1. Moses summons the assembly. 
He called all Israel; not only the elders, 
but, it is likely, as many of the people as 
could come within hearing, v.1. The greatest 
of them were not above God’s command, nor 
the meanest of them below his cognizance ; 
but they were all concerned to hear what 
they were all bound to do. 2. He demands 
attention: ‘‘ Hear, O Israel; hear and heed, 
liear and remember, hear, that you may 
learn, and keep, and do; else your hearing 
is to no purpose.” When we hear the word 
of God we must set ourselves to learn it, 
that we may have it ready to us upon all oc- 
casions, and what we have learned we must 
put in practice, for that is the end of hearing 
and learning; not to fill our heads with no- 
tions, or our mouths with talk, but to rectify 
and direct our affections and conversations. 
3. He refers them to the covenant made 
with them in Horeb, as that which they 
must govern themselves by. See the won- 
derful condescension of divine grace in turn- 
ing the command into a covenant, that we 
might be the more strongly bound to obe- 
dience by our own consent and the more 
encouraged in it by the divine promise, both 
which are supposed in the covenant. The 
promises and threatenings annexed to some 
of the precepts, as to the second, third, and 
fifth, make them amount to a covenant. Ob- 
serve, (1.) The parties to this covenant. 
God made it, not with our fathers, not with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; to them God 
gave the covenant of circumcision (Acts vii. 
8), but not that of the ten commandments. 
The light of divine revelation shone gra- 
dually, and the children were made to know 
more of God’s mind than their fathers had 
done. “The covenant was made with us, or 
our immediate parents that represented us, 
before Mount Sinai, and transacted for us.” 
(2.) The publication of this covenant. God 
himself did, as it were, read the articles to 
them (v. 4): He talked with you face to face ; 
word to word, so the Chaldee. Not in dark 
visions, as of old he spoke to the fathers 
(Job iv. 12, 13), but openly and clearly, and 
so that all the thousands of Israel might 
hear and understand. He spoke to them, 
and then received the answer they returned 
to him: thus was it transacted face to fuce. 
(3.) The mediator of the covenant: Moses 
stood between God and them, at the foot of 
the mount (v. 5), and carried messages be- 
tween them both for the settling of the pre- 
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liminaries (Exod. xix.) and for the ex- 
changing of the ratifications, Exod. xxiv. 
Herein Moses was a type of Christ, who 
stands between God and man, to show us the 
word of the Lord, a blessed days-man, that 
has laid his hand upon us both, so that we 
may both hear from God and speak to him 
without trembling. 

6 I am the Lorp thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
from the house of bondage. 7 Thou 
shalt have none other gods before me. 
8 Thou shalt not make thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing 
that is in heaven above, or that zs in 
the earth beneath, or that zs in the 
waters beneath the earth: 9 Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself unto them, 
nor serve them: for I the Lorp thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the child- 
ren unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me, 10 And 
showing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me and keep my com- 
mandments. 11 Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lorp thy God in 
vain: for the Lorp will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 
12 Keep the sabbath day to sanctify 
it, as the Lorp thy God hath com- 
manded thee. 13 Six days thou shalt 
labour, and do all thy work: 14 But 
the seventh day zs the sabbath of the 
Lorn thy God: zn it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy manservant, 
nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, 
nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates; that thy manservant and thy 
maidservant may rest as well as thou. 
15 And remember that thou wast a 
servant in the land of Egypt, and that 
the Lorn thy God brought thee out 
thence through a mighty hand and by 
a stretched out arm: therefore the 
Lorn thy God commanded thee to 
keep the sabbath day. 16 Honour 
thy father and thy mother, as the 
Lor» thy God hath commanded thee; 
that thy days may be prolonged, and 
that it may go well with thee, in the 
land which the Lorn thy God giveth 
thee. 17 Thou shalt not kill. 18 Nei- 
ther shalt thou commit adultery. 19 
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Neither shalt thou steal. 20 Neither 
shalt thou bear false witness against 
thy neighbour. 21 Neither shalt thou 
desire thy neighbour’s wife, neither 
shalt thou covet thy neighbour’s 
house, his field, or his manservant, or 
his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or 
any thing that is thy neighbour’s. 22 
These words the Lorp spake unto 
all your assembly in the mount out of 
the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and 
of the thick darkness, with a great 
voice: and he added no more. And 
he wrote them in two tables of stone, 
and delivered them unto me. 


Here is the repetition of the ten command- 
ments, in which observe, 1. Though they 
had been spoken before, and written, yet 
they are again rehearsed; for precept must 
be upon precept, and line upon line, and all 
little enough to keep the word of God in our 
minds and to preserve and renew the im- 
pressions of it. We have need to have the 
same things often inculcated upon us. See 
Phil. iti. 1. 2. There is some variation here 
from that record (Exod. xx.), as there is be- 
tween the Lord’s prayer as it is in Matt. vi. 
and as it is Luke xi. In both it is more ne- 
cessary that we tie ourselves to the things 
than to the words unalterably. 3. The most 
considerable variation is in the fourth com- 
mandment. In Exod. xx. the reason an- 
nexed is taken from the creation of the 
world; here it is taken from their deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, because that was typical 
of our redemption by Jesus Christ, in re- 
membrance of which the Christian sabbath 
was to be observed: Remember that thou 
wast a servant, and God brought thee out, v. 
15. And therefore, (1.) “It is fit that thy 
servants should be favoured by the sabbath- 
rest; for thou knowest the heart of a servant, 
and how welcome one day’s ease will be 
after six days’ labour.” (2.) “ It is fit that 
thy God shonld be honoured by the sabbath- 
work, and the religious services of the day, 
in consideration of the great things he has 
done for thee.” In the resurrection of Christ 
we were brought into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm: therefore, by the gospel- 
edition of the law, we are directed to observe 
the first day of the week, in remembrance of 
that glorious work of power and grace. 4. 
lt is added in the fifth commandment, That 
it may go well with thee, which addition the 
apostle quotes, and puts first (Eph. vi. 3), 
that it may be well with thee, and that thou 
mayest live loug. If there be instances of 
some that have been very dutiful to their 
parents, and yet have not lived long upon 
earth, we may reconcile it to the promise by 
this explication of it, Whether they live long 
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or no, it shall go well with them, either in 
this world or in a better. See Eccl. viii. 12. 
5. The last five commandments are con- 
nected or coupled together, which they are 
not in Exodus: Neither shalt thou commit 
adultery, neither shalt thou steal, &c., which 
intimates that God’s commands aie all of a 
piece: the same authority that obliges us to 
one obliges us to another; and we must not be 
partial in the law, but have respect to all 
God’s commandments, for he that offends in 
one point is guilty of all, Jam. ii. 10, 11. 
6. That these commandments were given 
with a great deal of awful solemnity, v. 22. 
(1.) They were spoken with a great voice out 
of the fire and thick darkness. That was a 
dispensation of terror, designed to make the 
gospel of grace the more welcome, and to be 
a specimen of the terrors of the judgment- 
day, Ps. 1. 3, 4. (2.) He added no more. 
What other laws he gave them were sent by 
Moses, but no more were spoken in the 
same manner that the ten commandments 
were. He added no more, therefore we must 
not add: the law of the Lord is perfect. (3.) 
He wrote them in two tables of stone, that 
they might be preserved from corruption, 
and might be transmitted pure and entire to 
posterity, for whose use they were intended, 
as well as for the present generation. These 
being the heads of the covenant, the chest in 
which the written tables were deposited was 
called the ark of the covenant. See Rev. 
xi. 19. 

23 And it came to pass, when ye 
heard the voice out of the midst of 
the darkness, (for the mountain did 
burn with fire,) that ye came near 
unto me, even all the heads of your 
tribes, and your elders; 24 And ye 
said, Behold, the Lorp our God hath 
showed us his glory and his greatness, 
and we have heard his voice out of 
the midst of the fire: we have seen 
this day that God doth talk with man, 
and he liveth. 25 Now therefore why 
should we die? for this great fire will 
consume us: if we hear the voice of 
the Lorp our God any more, then 
we shall die. 26 For who zs there of 
all flesh, that hath heard the voice of 
the living God, speaking out of the 
midst of the fire, as we have, and 
lived? 27 Go thou near, and hear all 
that the Lorp our God shall say: 
and speak thou unto us all that the 
Lorp our God shall speak unto thee; 
and we will hear z¢, and do it. 28 And 
the Lorp heard the voice of your 
words, when ye spake unto me; and 
the Lorp said unto me, I have heard 
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the voice of the words of this people, 
which they have spoken unto thee: 
they have well said all that they have 
spoken. 29 O that there were such 
a heart in them, that they would fear 
me, and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with 
them, and with their children for ever ! 
30 Go say to them, Get you into your 
tents again. 31 But as for thee, stand 
thou here by me, and I will speak 
unto thee all the commandments, and 
the statutes, and the judgmeuts, which 
thou shalt teach them, that they may 
do them in the land which I give them 
to possess it. 32 Ye shall observe to 
do therefore as the Lorp your God 
hath commanded you: ye shall not 
turn aside to the right hand or to the 
left. 33 Ye shall walk in ail the ways 
which the Lorp your God hath com- 
manded you, that ye may live, and 
that it may be well with you, and that 
ve may prolong your days in the land 
which ye shall possess. 


Here, I. Moses reminds them of the agree- 
inent of both the parties that were now treat- 
ing, in the mediation of Moses. 

1. Here is the consternation that the peo- 
ple were put into by that extreme terror with 
which the law was given. They owned that 
they could not bear it any more: “ This great 
fire will consume us ; this dreadful voice will 
be fatal to us; we shall certainly die if we 
hear it any more,” v. 25. They wondered 
that they were not already struck dead with 
it, and took it for an extraordinary instance 
of the divine power and goodness, not only 
that they were thus spoken to, but that they 
were enabled to bear it. For who ever heard 
thevoice of theliving God, as we have, and lived ? 
God’s appearances have always been terrible 
to man, ever since the fall: but Christ, having 
taken away sin, invites us to come boldly to 
the throne of grace. 

2. Their earnest request that God would 
henceforward speak to them by Moses, with 
a promise that they would hear what he said 
as from God himself, and do it, v. 27. It 
seems by this, (1.) That they expected to re- 
ceive further commands from God and were 
willing to hear more from him. (2.) That 
they thonght Moses able to bear those dis- 
coveries of the divine glory which they by 
reason of guilt were sensible of their inability 
to stand up under. ‘They believed him to 
ne a favourite of Heaven, and also one that 
would be faithful to them; yet at other times 
they murmured at him, and but a little be- 
fore this were ready to stone him, Exod. xvii. 
4. See how men’s convictions correct their 
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passions. (3.) That now they were ina good 
mind, under the strong convictions of the 
word they heard. Many have their con- 
sciences startled by the law that have ther 
not purified; fair promises are extorted from 
them, but no good principles fixed and rooted 
in them. 

3. God’s approbation of their request. (1.) 
He commends what they said, v. 28. They 
spoke it to Moses, but God took notice of it ; 
for there is not a word in our tongue but he 
knows it. He acknowledges, They have well 
said. Their owning the necessity of a me- 
diator to deal between them and God was 
well said. Their desire to receive further di- 
rections from God by Moses, and their pro- 
mise to observe what directions should be 
given them, were well said. And what is well 
said shall have its praise with God, and should 
have with us. What is good, as far as it 
goes, let it be commended. (2.) He wishes 
they were but sincere init: O that there were 
such a heart in them! v.29. [1.] Such a 
heart as they should have, a heart to fear 
God, and keep his commandments for ever. 
Note, The God of heaven is truly and ear- 
nestly desirous of the welfare and salvation 
of poor sinners. He has given abundant 
proof that he is so: he gives us time and 
space to repent, by his mercies invites us to 
repentance, and waits to be gracious ; he has 
sent his Son to redeem us, published a ge- 
neral offer of pardon and life, promised his 
Spirit to those that pray for him, and has 
said and sworn that he has no pleasure in the 
ruin of sinners. [2.] Such a heart as they 
now had, or one would think they had. 
Note, It would be well with many if there 
were always sucha heart in them as there 
seems to be sometimes, when they are under 
conviction of sin, or the rebukes of Pro- 
vidence, or when they come to look death in 
the face: How gracious will they be when these 
pangs come upouthem! O that there were al- 
ways such a heart in them! (3.) He appoints 
Moses to be his messenger to them, to receive 
the law from his mouth and to communicate it 
to them, v. 31. Here the matter was settled by 
consent of both parties that God should henee- 
forward speak to us by men like ourselves, by 
Moses and the prophets, by the apostles and 
the evangelists, and, if we believe not these, 
neither should we be persuaded though God 
should speak to us as he did to Israel at 
Mount Sinai, or send expresses from heaven 
or hell. 

II. Hence he infers a charge to them to 
observe and do all that God had commanded 
them, v. 32, 33. Seeing God had shown 
himself so tender of them, and so willing to 
consider their frame and gratify them in 
what they desired, and withal so ready to 
make the best of them,—seeing they them- 
selves had desired to have Moses for their 
teacher, who was now teaching them,—and 
seeing they had promised so solemnly, and 
under the influence of so many good causes 
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and considerations, that they would hear and 
do, he charges them to walk in all the ways 
that God had commanded them, assuring them 
that it wonld be highly for their advantage 
todoso. ‘The only way to be happy is to be 
holy. Say to the righteous, It shall be well 
with them. 


CHAP. VI. 


Moses, in this chapter, goes on with his charge to Israel, to be sure 
to keep up their religion in Canaan. Itis much the same with 
ch. iv. I. His preface is a persuasive to obedience, ver. 1—3. 
ll. Ue lays down the great principles of obedience. The first 
truth to be believed, That God is one, ver. 4. ‘The first duty to 
he done, To love him with all our heart, ver. 5. III. He pre- 
seribes the means for keeping up religion, ver. 6—9. IV. He 
cautions them against those things which would he the ruin of 
religion—abuse of plenty (ver. 10—12}, inclination » idolatry 
(ver. 14, 15), and gives them some general precepts, ver. 13, 
16—18. V. He directs them what ins‘ructions to give their 
children, ver. 20, &c. 


OW these are the command- 
ments, the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lorp your God 
commanded to teach you, that yemight 
do them in the land whither ye go to 
possess it: 2 That thou mightest fear 
the Lorp thy God, to keep all his 
statutesand hiscommandments, which 
I command thee, thou, and thy son, 
and thy son’s son, all the days of thy 
life; and that thy days may be pro- 
longed. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, 
and observe to do ié; that it may be 
well with thee, and that ye may in- 
crease mightily, as the Lorp God of 
thy fathers hath promised thee, in the 
land that floweth with milk and honey. 
Observe here, 1. That Moses taught the 
people all that, and that only, which God 
commanded him to teach them, v. 1. Thus 
Christ’s ministers are to teach his churches 
all that he has commanded, and neither more 
nor less, Matt. xxviii. 20. 2. That the end 
of their being taught was that they might do 
as they were taught (w. 1), might keep God’s 
statutes (v. 2), and observe to do them, v. 3. 
Good instructions from parents and ministers 
will but aggravate our condemnation if we 
do not live up to them. 3. That Moses 
carefully endeavoured to fix them for God 
and godliness, now that they were entering 
upon the land of Canaan, that they might be 
prepared for the comforts of that land, and 
fortified against the snares of it, and now 
that they were setting out in the world might 
set out well. 4. That the fear of God in the 
heart will be the most powerful principle of 
obedience: That thou mightest fear the Lord 
thy God, to keep all his statutes,v.2. 5. The 
entail of religion ın a family, or country, is 
the best entail: it is highly desirable that not 
we only, but our children, and our children’s 
children, may fear the Lord. 6. Religion 
and righteousness advance and secure the 
prosperity of any people. Fear God, and it 
shall be well with thee. Those that are well 
taught, if they do what they are taught, shall 
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be well fed too, as Israel in the land flowing 
with milk and honey, v. 3. 


4 Iear, O Israel: The Lorp our 
God is one Lorp: 5 And thou shalt 
love the Loxp thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy might. 6 And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall 
be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy child- 
ren, and shalt talk of them when thou 
sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. 
8 And thou shalt bind them for a 
sign upon thine hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9 
And thou shalt write them upon the 
posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 
10 And it shall be, when the Lorp 
thy God shall have brought thee into 
the land which he sware unto thy fa- 
thers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, to give thee great and goodly 
cities, which thou buildedst not, 11 
And houses full of all good things, 
which thou filledst not, and wells 
digged, which thou diggedst not, vine- 
yards and olive trees, which thou 
plantedst not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; 12 Then beware 
lest thou forget the Lorp, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 
13 Thou shalt fear the Lorp thy God, 
and serve him, and shalt swear by Ins 
name. 14 Ye shall not go after other 
gods, of the gods of the people which 
are round about you; 15 (For the 
Loro thy God is a jealous God among 
you) lest the anger of the Lorn thy 
God be kindled against thee, and de- 
stroy thee from off the face of the 
earth. 16 Ye shall not tempt the 
Lorp your God, as ye tempted him 
in Massah. 

Here is, I. A brief summary of religion, 


containing the first principles of faith and 
obedience, v. 4, 5. These two verses the 


Jews reckon one of the choicest portions 
of scripture: they write it in their phylac- 
teries, and think themselves not only obliged 
to say it at least twice every day, but very 
happy in being so obliged, having this say- 
ing among them, Blessed are we, who every 
morning and evening say, Hear, O Israel, the 
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Lord our God is one Lord. But more blessed 
are we if we duly consider and improve, 

1. What we are here taught to believe con- 
cerning God: That Jehovah our God is one 
Jehovah. (1.) That the God whom we serve 
is Jehovah, a Being infinitely and eternally 
perfect, self-existent, and self-sufficient. (2.) 
That he is the one only living and true God; 
he only is God, and he is but one. ‘The firm 
belief of this self-evident truth would effectu- 
ally arm them against all idolatry, which was 
introduced by that fundamental error, that 
there are gods many. It is past dispute that 
there is one God, and there is no other but he, 
Mark xii. 32. Let us therefore have no other, 
nor desire to have any other. Some have 
thought there is here a plain intimation of 
the trinity of persons in the unity of the God- 
head; for here is the name of God three 
times, and yet all declared to be one. Happy 
they that have this one Lord for their God ; 
for they have but one master to please, but one 
benefactor to seek to. It is better to have one 
fountain thana thousand cisterns, oneall-sufh- 
cient God than a thousand insufficient ones. 

2. What we are here taught concerning 
the duty which God requires of man. It is 
all summed up in this as its principle, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart. 
He had undertaken (v. 2) to teach them to 
fear God; and, in pursuance of his under- 
taking, he here teaches them to love him, for 
the warmer our affection to him the greater 
will be our veneration for him: the child 
that honours his parents no doubt loves 
them. Did ever any prince make a law that 
his subjects should love him? Yet such 
is the condescension of the divine grace that 
this is made the first and great command- 
ment of God’s law, that we love him, and 
that we perform all other parts of our duty to 
him from a principle of love. My son, give 
me thy heart. We must highly esteem him, 
be well pleased that there is such a Being, 
well pleased in all his attributes, and relations 
to us: our desire must be towards him, 
our delight in him, our dependence upon 
him, and to him we must be entirely devoted. 
It must be a constant pleasure to us to think 
of him, hear from him, speak to him, and 
serve him. We must love him, (1.) As the 
Lord, the best of beings, most excellent and 
amiable in himself. (2.) As our God, a God 
in covenant with us, our Father, and the 
most kind and bountiful of friends and bene- 
factors. We are also commanded to love 
God with all our heart, and soul, and might ; 
that is, we must love him, [1.] With a sin- 
cere love; not in word and tongue only, 
saying we love him when our hearts are not 
with him, but inwardly, and in truth, so- 
lacing ourselves in him. [2.] With a strong 
love; the heart must be carried out towards 
him with great ardour and fervency of affec- 
tion. Some have hence thought that we 
should avoid saying (as we commonly ex- 
press ourselves) that we will do this or that 
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with all our heart, for we must not do any 
thing with all our heart but love God; and 
that this phrase, being here used concerning 
that sacred fire, should not be unhallowed. 
He that is our all must have our all, and 
none but he. [3.] With a superlative love ; 
we must love God above any creature what- 
soever, and love nothing besides him bat 
what we love for him and in subordination to 
him. (4.] With an intelligent love; for so 
it is explained, Mark xii. 33. To love him 
with all the heart, and with all the under- 
standing, we must know him, and therefore 
love him as those that see good cause to 
love him. [5.] With an entire love; he is 
one, and theretore our hearts must be united 
in this love, and the whole stream of our 
affections must run towards him. O that 
this love of God may be shed abroad in our 
hearts ! 

II. Means are here prescribed for the 
maintaining and keeping up of religion in 
our hearts and honses, that it might not 
wither and go to decay. And they are 
these :—1. Meditation: These words which I 
command thee shall be in thy heart, v. 6. 
Though the words alone withont the things 
will do us no good, yet we are in danger of 
losing the things if we neglect the words, by 
which ordinarily divine light and power are 
conveyed to the heart. God’s words must 
be laid up in our heart, that our thoughts 
may be daily conversant with them and em- 
ployed about them, and thereby the whole 
soul may be brought to abide and act under 
the influence and impression of them. ‘This 
immediately follows upon the law of loving 
God with all your heart; for those that do 
so will lay up his word in their hearts both 
as an evidence and effect of that love and as 
a means to preserve and increase it. He 
that loves God loves his Bible. 2. The re- 
ligious education of children (v. 7): “ Thou 
shalt teach them diligently to thy children ; 
and by communicating thy knowledge thon 
wilt increase it.” ‘Those that love the Lord 
God themselves should do what they can to 
engage the affections of their children to him, 
and so to preserve the entail of religion in 
their families from being cut off. Thou shalt « 
whet them diligently upon thy children, so 
some read it; frequently repeat these things 
to them, try all ways of instilling them into 
their minds, and making them pierce into 
their hearts; as, in whetting a knife, it is 
turned first on this side, then on that. “Be 
careful and exact in teaching thy children ; 
and aim, as by whetting, to sharpen them, 
and putan edge upon them. ‘Teach them to 
thy children, not only those of thy own body” 
(say the Jews) “but all those that are any way 
under thy care and tuition.” Bishop Patrick 


well observes here that Moses thought his 

law so very plain and easy that every father 

might be able to instruct his sons in it and 

every mother her daughters. Thus that good 

thing which is committed to us we must 
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carefully transmit to those that come after us, 
that it may be perpetuated. 3. Pious dis- 
course. “Thou shalt talk of these things, 
with due reverence and seriousness, for the 
benefit not only of thy children, but of thy 
other domestics, thy friends and companions, 
as thou sittest in thy house at work, or at 
meat, or at rest, or to receive visits, and when 
thou walkest by the way for diversion, or for 
conversation, or in journeys, when at night 
thou art retiring from thy family to lie down 
for sleep, and when in the morning thou hast 
risen up and returnest to thy family again. 
Take all occasions to discourse with those 
ahout thee of divine things; not of unre- 
vealed mysteries, or matters of doubtful dis- 
putation, but of the plain truths and laws of 
God, and the things that belong to our 
peace.” So far is it from being reckoned a 
diminution to the honour of sacred things to 
make them the subject of our familiar dis- 
course that they are recommended to us to be 
talked of; fur the more conversant we are 
with them the more we shall admire them 
and be affected with them, and may thereby 
be instrumental to communicate divine light 
and heat. 4. Frequent reading of the word : 
They shall be as frontlets between thy eyes, 
and thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house, v. 8, 9. It is probable that at that 
time there were few written copies of the 
whole law, only at the feasts of tabernacles 
the people had it read to them; and there- 
fore God appointed them, at least for the 
present, to write some select sentences of the 
law, that were most weighty and compre- 
hensive, upon their walls, or in scrolls of 
parchment to be worn about their wrists ; 
and some think that hence the phylacteries 
so much used among the Jews took rise. 
Christ blames the Pharisees, not for wearing 
them, but for affecting to have them broader 
than other people’s, Matt. xxiii. 5. But 
when Bibles came to be common among 
them there was less occasion for this expe- 
dient. It was prudently and piously pro- 
vided by the first reformers of the English 
church that then, when Bibles were scarce, 
some select portions of scripture should be 
written on the wallsand pillars of thechurches, 
which the people might make familiar to 
them, in conformity to this direction, which 
seems to have been binding in the letter of it 
to the Jews as it is to us in the intent of it, 
which is that we should endeavour by all 
means possible to make the word of God fa- 
miliar to us, that we may have it ready to us 
upon all occasions, for our restraint from sin 
and our direction and excitement to our duty. 
It must be as that which is graven on the 
palms of our hands, always betore our eyes. 
See Prov. vii. 1—3. It is also intimated 
that we must never be ashamed to own our 
religion, nor to own ourselves under the 
check and government of it. Let it be 
written on our gates, and let every one that 
goes by our door read it, that we believe Je- 
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hovah to be God alone, and believe ourselveg 
bound to love him with all our hearts. 

III. A caution is here given not to forget 
God in a day of prosperity and plenty, v. 
10—12. Here, 1. He raises their expecta- 
tions of the goodness of their God, taking it 
for granted that he would bring them into 
the good land that he had promised (v. 10), 
that they should no longer dwell in tents as 
shepherds and poor travellers, but should 
settle in great and goodly cities, should no 
longer wander in a barren wilderness, but 
should enjoy houses well furnished and gar- 
dens well planted (v. 11), and all this without 
any care and expense of their own, which he 
here lays a great stress upon—Cities which 
thou buildedst not, houses which thou filledst 
not, Şc., both because it made the mercy 
really much more valuable that what they had 
came to them so cheaply, and yet, if they did 
not actually consider it, the mercy would be 
the less esteemed, for we are most sensible of 
the value of that which has cost us dear. 
When they came so easily by the gift they 
would be apt to grow secure, and unmindful 
of the giver. 2. He engages their watchful- 
ness against the badness of their own hearts: 
Then beware, when thou liest safe and soft, 
lest thou forget the Lord, v. 12. Note, (1.) 
In a day of prosperity we are in great danger 
of forgetting God, our dependence upon him, 
our need of him, and our obligations to him. 
When the world smiles we are apt to make 
our court to it, and expect our happiness in 
it, and so we forget him that is our only por- 
tion and rest. Agur prays against this tempta- 
tion (Prov. xxx. 9): Lest I be full and deny 
thee. (2.) There is therefore need of great 
care and caution at such a time, and a strict 
watch over our own hearts. ‘‘ Then beware ; 
being warned of your danger, stand upon 
your guard against it. Bind the words of 
God for a sign upon thy hand, for this end, to 
prevent thy forgetting God. When thou art 
settled in Canaan forget not thy deliverance 
out of Egypt; but look to the rock out of 
which thou wast hewn. When thy latter end 
has greatly increased, remember the smallness 
of thy beginnings.” 

IV. Some special precepts and prohibitiong 
are here given, which are of great conse- 
quence. 1. They must upon all occasions 
give honour to God (v. 13): Fear him and 
serve him (for, if he be a Master, we must 
both reverence him and do his work); and 
swear by his name, that is, they must not 
upon any occasion appeal to any other, as 
the discerner of truth and avenger of wrong. 
Swear by him only, and not by any idol, 
or any other creature. Swear by his name 
in all treaties and covenants with the neigh- 
bouring nations, and do not compliment 
them so far as to swear by their gods. 
Swearing by his name is sometimes put for 
an open profession of his name. Isa. xlv. 23, 
Every tongue shall swear, is expounded (Rom. 
xiv. 11), Every tongue shall confess to God. 
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2. They must not upon any occasion give 
that honour to other gods (v. 14): You shall 
not go after other gods, that is, “ You shall 
not serve nor worship them ;” for therein 
they went astray, they went a whoring from 
the true God, who in this, more than in any 
thing, is a jealous God (v. 15): and the 
learned bishop Patrick observes here, out of 
Maimonides, tnat we never find, either in the 
law or the prophets, anger, or fury, or jealousy, 
or indignation, attributed to God but upon 
occasion of idolatry. 3. ‘They must take heed 
of dishonouring God by tempting him (v. 16): 
You shall not tempt the Lord your God, that 
is, “ You shall not in any exigence distrust 
the power, presence, and providence of God, 
nor quarrel with him, which, if they indulged 
an evil heart of unbelief, they would take 
occasion to do in Canaan as well as in the 
wilderness. No change of condition will 
cure a disposition to murmur and fret. Our 
Saviour uses this caution as an answer to one 
of Satan’s temptations, with application to 
himself, Matt. iv. 7, Thou shalt not tempt the 
Lord thy God, either by despairing of his 
power and goodness while we keep in the 
way of our duty, or by presuming upon it 
when we turn aside out of that way. 

17 Ye shall diligently keep the com- 
mandments of the Lorp your God, 
and his testimonies, and his statutes, 
which he hath commanded thee. 18 
And thou shalt do thaé which is right 
and good in the sight of the Lorp : 
that it may be well with thee, and 
that thou mayest go in and possess 
the good land which the Lorp sware 
unto thy fathers, 19 To cast out all 
thine enemies from before thee, as 
the Lorp hath spoken. 20 And 
when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying, What mean the testi- 
monies, and the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lorp our God 
hath commanded you? 21 Then thou 
shalt say unto thy son, We were Pha- 
raoh’s bondmen in Egypt; and the 
Lorp brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand: 22 And the Lorp 
showed signs and wonders, great and 
sore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his household, before our 
eyes: 23 And he brought us out from 
thence, that he might bring us ın, to 
give us the land which he sware unto 
our fathers. 24 And the Lorp com- 
manded us to do all these statutes, to 
fear the Lorp our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us 
alive, as if is at this day. 25 And it 
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shall be our righteousness, if we ob- 
serve to do all these commandmenta 
before the Lorp our God, as he hath 
commanded us. 


Here, I. Moses charges them to keep God’s 
commandments themselves: You shall dili- 
gently keep God’s commandments, v. 17—19. 
Note, It requires a great deal of care and 
pains to keep up religion in the power of it 
in our hearts and lives. Negligence will ruin 
us ; but we cannot be saved without diligence. 
To induce them to this, he here shows them, 
1. That this would be very acceptable to 
God: it is right and good in the sight of the 
Lord; and that is right and good indeed 
that is so in God’s sight. If we have any 
regard to the favour of our Creator as our 
felicity, and the law of our creation as our 
rule, we shall be religious. 2. That it would 
be very advantageous and profitable to them- 
selves. It would secure to them the posses- 
sion of the land of Canaan, prosperity there, 
and constant victory over those that stood 
in their way. In short, ‘ Do well, and it 
shall be well with thee.” 

If. He charges them to instruct their child- 
ren in the commands of God, not only that 
they might in their tender years intelligently 
and affectionately join in religious services, 
but that afterwards they might in their day 
keep up religion, and convey it to those that 
should come after them. Now, 

1. Here is a proper question which it is 
supposed the children would ask (v. 20): 
“ What mean the testimonies und the statutes ? 
What is the meaning of the feasts we observe, 
the sacrifices we offer, and the many peculiar 
customs we keep up?” Observe, (1.) All 
divine institutions have a certain meaning, 
and there is something great designed ia 
them. (2.) It concerns us to know and un- 
derstand the meaning of them, that we may 
perform a reasonable service. and may not 
offer the blind for sacrifice. (3.) It is good 
for children betimes to enquire into the 
true intent and meaning of the religious 
observances they are trained up in. If any 
are thus inquisitive in divine things it Is a 
good sign that they are concerned about 
them, and a good means of their attaining 
to a great acquaintance with them. Then 
shall we know it thus we follow on to know. 

2. Here is a full answer put into the pa- 
rents’ mouths to be given to this good ques- 
tion. Parents and teachers must give in- 
struction to those under their charge, though 
they do not ask it, nay, though they have an 
aversion to it; much more must they be 
ready to answer questions, and to give in- 
struction when it is desired; for it may be 
hoped that those who ask it will he willine 
to receive it. Did the children ask the mean- 
ing of God’s laws? Let them be told that 
they were to be observed, (1.) In a gratefnl 
remembrance of God’s former favours tu 
them, especially their deliverance out of 
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Egypt, v. 21—23. ‘The children must be 
often told of the deplorable state their an- 
cestors were in when they were bondmen in 
Egypt, the great salvation God wrought for 
them in fetching them out thence, and that 
God, in giving them these peculiar statutes, 
ineant to perpetuate the memorial of that 
work of wonder, by which they were formed 
into a peculiar people. (2.) As the prescribed 
condition of his further favours (v. 24): The 
Lord commanded us all these statutes for our 
good. Note, God commands us nothing but 
what is really for our good. It is our in- 
terest as well as our duty to be religious. 
[1.] It will be our life: That he might pre- 
serve us alive, which is a great favour, and 
more than we could expect, considering how 
often we have forfeited life itself. Godliness 
has the promise of the continuance and com- 
fort of the life that now is as far as it is for 
God’s glory. {2.] It will be our righteous- 
ness. Could we perfectly fulfil but that one 
command of loving God with all our heart, 
soul, and might, and could we say, “ We 
have never done otherwise,” this would be 
so our righteousness as to entitle us to the 
benefits of the covenant of innocency ; had 
we continued in every thing that is written 
in the hook of the law to do it, the law would 
have justified us. But this we cannot pre- 
tend to, therefore our sincere obedience shall 
be accepted through a Mediator to deno- 
minate us, as Noah was, righieous before God, 
Gen. vii. 1; Luke i. 6; and 1 John iii. 7. 
The Chaldee reads it, There shall be a reward 
tous if we observe to do these commandments ; 
for, without doubt, in keeping God’s com- 
mandments there is great reward. 
CHAP. VII. 


Sloses in this chapter exhorts Israel, T. In general, to keep God's 
commandments, ver, 11, 12. I. In particular, and in order tv 
that, tokeep themselves pure from all commoniun with idolaters. 
1l. They must utterly destroy the seven devoted nations, and not 
spare them, or make leagues with them, ver. 1, 2, 16, 24. 2. They 
must by no means marry with the remainders of them, ver. 3, 
4. 3. They must deface and consume their altars and images, 
and not so mich as take the silver and gold of them to their own 
use, ser. 5, 25, 26, To enforce this charge, he shows that they 
were bonnd to do so, (1.) In duty. Considering [1.] Their 
election to Gor, ver. 6. 12.] The reason of that election, ver. 7, 
8. [3.] The terms they stood upon with God, ver. 9, 10. (2.) In 
interest. Itis here promised, [1.] In general, that, if they wunld 
serve God, he would bless and prosper them, ver. 12—15. [2.} 
In particular, that if they would drive out the nations, that they 
might not be a teinptation to them, God wunld drive them out, 
that they should not he any vexation tu them, ver. 17, &e. 


ATHEN the Lor» thy God shall 
bring thee into the land whither 

thou goest to possess it, and hath cast 
out many nations before thee, the| 
Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the | 
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and 
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites, seven nations greater 
and mightier than thou; 2 And when 
the Lorn thy God shall deliver them 
before thee; thou shalt smite them, 
and utterly destroy them; thou shalt 
make no covenant with them, nor 


show mercy unto them: 3 Neither 
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shalt thou make marriages with them; 
thy daughter thou shalt not give unto 
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou 
take unto thy son. 4 For they will 
turn away thy son from following me, 
that they may serve other gods: so 
will the anger of the Lor» be kindled 
against you, and destroy thee suddenly. 
5 But thus shall ye deal with them ; 
ye shall destroy their altars, and break 
down their images, and cut down their 
groves, and burn their graven images 
with fire. 6 For thou art a holy 
people unto the Lorp thy God: the 
Lorp thy God hath chosen thee to 
be a special people unto himself, above 
all people that are upon the face of 
the earth. 7 The Lorp did not set 
his love upon you, nor choose you, 
because ye were more in number than 
any people; for ye were the fewest of 
all people: 8 But because the Lorp 
loved you, and because he would keep 
the oath which he had sworn unto 
your fathers, hath the Lorp brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and re- 
deemed you out of the house of bond- 
men, from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the 
Lorp thy God, he zs God, the faith- 
ful God, which keepeth covenant and 
merey with them that love him and 
keep his commandments to a thou- 
sand generations; 10 And repayeth 
them that hate him to their face, to 
destroy them: he will not be slack to 
him that hateth him, he will repay 
him to his face. 11 Thou shalt there- 
fore keep the commandments, and the 
statutes, and the judgments, which I 
command thee this day, to do them. 


Here is, I. A very strict caution against 
all friendship and fellowship with idols and 
idolaters. ‘Those that are taken into com- 
munion with God must have no communica- 
tion with the unfruitful works of darkness. 
These things they are charged about for the 
preventing of this snare now before them. 

1. They must show them no mercy, v.1, 2. 
Bloody work is here appointed them, and 
yet it is God’s work, and good work, and in 
its time and place needful, acceptable, and 
honourable. 

(1.) God here engages to do his part. It 
is spoken of as a thing taken for granted 
that God would bring them into the land of 
promise, that he would cast out the nations 
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before them, who were the present occupants 
of that land; no room was left to doubt of 
that. His power is irresistible, and therefore 
he can do it; his promise is inviolable, and 
therefore he will do it. Now, [1.] ‘These 
devoted nations are here named and num- 
bered (v 1), seven in all, and seven to one 
are great odds. They are specified, that 
Israel might know the bounds and limits of 
their commission: hitherto their severity 
must come, but no further; nor must they, 
under colour of this commission, kill ail that 
came in their way; no, here must its waves 
be stayed. The confining of this commission 
to the nations here mentioned plainly inti- 
mates that after-ages were not to draw this 
into a precedent ; this will not serve to justify 
those barbarous laws which give no quarter. 
How agreeable soever this method might be, 
when God himself prescribed it, to that dis- 
pensation under which such multitudes of 
beasts were killed and burned in sacrifice, 
now that all sacrifices of atonement are per- 
fected in, and superseded by, the great pro- 
pitiation made by the blood of Christ, human 
blood has become perhaps more precious than 
it was, and those that have most power yet 
must not be prodigal of it. [2.] ‘They are 
here owned to be greater and mightier than 
Israel. They had been long rooted in this 
land, to which Israel came strangers; they 
were more numerous, had men much more 
bulky and more expert in war than Israel 
had ; yet all this shall not prevent their being 
cast out before Israel. The strength of Is- 
rael’s enemies magnifies the power of Israel’s 
God, who will certainly be too hard for them. 

(2.) He engages them to do their part. Thou 
shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them, v. 
2. If God cast them out, Israel must not 
take them in, no, not as tenants, nor tributa- 
ries, nor servants. No covenant of any kind 
must be made with them, no mercy must be 
shown them. ‘This severity was appointed, 
[1.] By way of punishment for the wicked- 
ness they and their fathers had been guilty 
of. ‘The iniquity of the Amorites was now 
full, and the longer it had been in the filling 
the sorer was the vengeance when it came at 
last. [2.] In order to prevent the mischiefs 
they would do to God’s Israel if they were 
lefi alive. The people of these abominations 
must not be mingled with the holy seed, lest 
they corrupt them. Better that all these 
lives should he lost from the earth than that 
religion and the true worship of God should 
he lost in Israel. ‘Thus we must deal with 
our lusts that war against our souls; God 
has delivered them into our hands by that 
promise, Sin shall not have dominion over 
you, unless it be your own faults; let not us 
then make covenants with them, nor show 
them any mercy, but mortify and crucify 
them, and utterly destroy them. 

2. They must make no marriages with 
those of them that escaped the sword, v. 3, 
4. The families of the Canaanites were an- 
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cient, and it is probable that some of them 
were called honourable, which might be a 
temptation to the Israelites, especially those 
‘of them that were of least note in their tribes, 
to court an alliance with them, to ennoble 
their blood; and the rather becanse their 
acquaintance with the country might be ser- 
viceable to them in the improvement of it: 
but religion, and the fear of God, must over- 
rule ali these considerations. To intermarry 
with them was therefore unlawful, because it 
was dangerous; this very thing had proved 
of fatal consequence to the old world (Gen. 
yi. 2), and thousands in the world that now 
is have been undone by irreligious ungodly 
marriages ; for there is more ground of fear 
in mixed marriages that the good will be 
perverted than of hope that the bad will be 
converted. ‘The event proved the reason- 
ableness of this warning: They will turn 
away thy son from following me. Solomon 
paid dearly for his folly herein. We find a 
national repentance for this sin of marrying 
strange wives, and care taken to reform (Ezra 
ix. x., and Neh. xiii), and a New-Testa- 
ment caution not to be unequally yoked with 
unbelievers, 2 Cor. vi. 14. Those that 
in choosing yokefellows keep not at least 
within the bounds of a justifiable profession 
of religion cannot promise themselves helps 
meet for them. One of the Chaldee para- 
phrases adds here, as a reason of this com- 
mand (v. 3), For he that marries with idolaters 
does in effect marry with their idols. 

3. They must destroy all the relics of their 
idolatry, v. 5. Their altars and pillars, their 
groves and graven images, all must be de- 
stroyed, both in a holy indignation against 
idolatry and to prevent infection. ‘This 
command was given before, Exod. xxiii. 24; 
xxxiv. 13. A great deal of good work of 
this kind was done by the people, in their 
pious zeal (2 Chron. xxxi. 1), and by good 
Josiah (2 Chron. xxxiv. 3, 7), and with this 
may be compared the burning of the con- 
juring books, Acts xix. 19. 

Il. Here are very good reasons to enforce 
this caution. 

1. The choice which God had made of this 
people for his own, v. 6. There was such a 
covenantand communion established between 
God and Israel as was not between him and 
any other people in the world. Shall they 
by their idolatries dishonour him who had 
thus honoured them? Shall they slight him 
who had thus testified his kindness for them ? 
Shall they put themselves upon the level with 
other people, when God had thus dignified 
and advanced them above all people? Had 
God taken them to be a special people to 
him, and no other but them, and will not 
they take God to be a special God to them, 
and no other but him ? 

2. The freeness of that grace which made 
this choice. (1.) There was nothing in them 
to recommend or entitle them to this favour. 
In the multitude of the people is the king’s 

155 


A caution against idolatry. 


honour, Prov. xiv. 28. But their number 
was inconsiderable ; they were only seventy 
souls when they went down into Egypt, and, 
though greatly increased there, yet there 
were many other nations more numerous: 
You were the fewest of all people, v. 7. The 
author of the Jerusalem Targum passes too 
great a compliment upon his nation in his 
reading this, You were humble in spirit, and 
meek above all people; quite contrary: they 
were rather stiff-necked and ill-natured above 
all people. (2.) God fetched the reason of 
it purely from himself, v. 8. [1.] He loved 
you because he would love you. Even so, 
Father, because it seemed good in thy eyes. 
All that God loves he loves freely, Hos. xiv. 
4. Those that perish perish by their own 
merits, but all that are saved are saved by 
prerogative. [2.] He has done his work 
because he would keep his word. ‘‘ He has 
brought you out of Egypt in pursuance of 
the oath sworn to your fathers.” ` Nothing 
in them, or done by them, did or could make 
God a debtor to them; but he had made 
himself a debtor to his own promise, which 
he would perform notwithstanding their un- 
worthiness. 

3. The tenour of the covenant into which 
they were taken; it was in short this, ‘That 
as they were to God so God would be to 
them. They should certainly find him, (t.) 
Kind to his friends, v. 9. “The Lord thy 
God is not like the gods of the nations, the 
creatures of fancy, subjects fit enough for 
loose poetry, but no proper objects of serious 
devotion; no, he is God, God indeed, God 
alone, the faithful God, able and ready not 
only to fulfil his own promises, but to answer 
all the just expectations of his worshippers, 
and he wiil certainly keep covenant and 
mercy,” that is, “show mercy according to 
covenant, to those that love him and keep his 
commandments”? (and in vain do we pretend 
to love him if we do not make conscience of 
his commandments); “and this” (as is here 
added for the explication of the promise in 
the second commandment) ‘ not only to 
thousands of persons, but to thousands of 
generations—so inexhaustible is the fountain, 
so constant are the streams!” (2.) Just to his 
enemies: He repays those that hate him, v. 
10. Note, [1.] Wilful sinners are haters of 
God; for the carnal mind is enmity against 
hin. Idolaters are so in a special manner, 
for they are in league with his rivals. [2.] 
Those that hate God cannot hurt him, but 
certainly ruin themselves. He will repay 
them to their face, in defiance of them and 
all their impotent malice. His arrows are 
said to be made ready against the face of 
them, Ps. xxi. 12. Or, He will bring those 
judgments upon them which shall appear to 
themselves to be the just punishment of their 
idolatry. Compare Job xxi. 19, He reward- 
eth him, and he shall know it. Though ven- 
geance seem to be slow, yet ıt is not slack. 
lhe wicked and sinner shall be recompensed 
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in the earth, Prov. xi. 31. I cannot pass the 
gloss of the Jerusalem Targum upon this 
place, because it speaks the faith of the Jew- 
ish church concerning a future state: He re. 
compenses to those that hate him the reward 
of their good works in this world, that he may 
destroy them in the world to come. 


12 Wherefore it shall come to pass, 
if ye hearken to these judgments, and 
keep, and do them, that the Lorp 
thy God shall keep unto thee the 
covenant and the mercy which he 
sware unto thy fathers: 13 And he 
will love thee, and bless thee, and 
multiply thee: he will also bless the 
fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of 
thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil, the increase of thy kine, and 
the flocks of thy sheep, in the land 
which he sware unto thy fathers to 
give thee. 14 Thou shalt be blessed 
above all people: there shall not be 
male or female barren among you, or 
among your cattle. 15 And the Lorp 
will take away from thee all sickness, 
and will put none of the evil diseases 
of Egypt, which thou knowest, upon 
thee; but will lay them upon all them 
that hate thee. 16 And thou shalt 
consume all the people which the 
Lorp thy God shall deliver thee; 
thine eye shall have no pity upon them: 
neither shalt thou serve their gods; 
for that weld be a snare unto thee. 17 
If thou shalt say in thine heart, These 
nations are more than I; how can I 
dispossess them? 1s Thou shalt not 
be afraid of them: but shalt well re- 
member what the Lorp thy God did 
unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; 19 
The great temptations which thine 
eyes saw, and the signs, and the 
wonders, and the mighty hand, and 
the stretched out arm, whereby the 
Lorp thy God brought thee out: so 
shall the Lorp thy God do unto all 
the people of whom thou art afraid. 
20 Moreover the Lorp thy God will 
send the hornet among them, until 
they that are left, and hide them- 
selves from thee, be destroyed. 21 
Thou shalt not be atfrighted at them : 
for the Lorp thy God is among you, 
a mighty God and terrible. 22 And 
the Lorp thy God will put out those 
nations before thee by little and little: 
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thou mayest not consume them at 
once, lest the beasts of the field in- 
crease upon thee. 23 But the Lorp 
thy God shall deliver them unto thee, 
and shall destroy them with a mighty 
destruction, until they be destroyed. 
24 And he shall deliver their kings 
into thine hand, and thou shalt de- 
stroy their name from under heaven: 
there shall no man be able to stand 
before thee, until thou have destroyed 
them. 25 The graven images of their 
gods shall ye burn with fire: thou 
shalt not desire the silver or gold that 
is on them, nor take i¢ unto thee, lest 
thou be snared therein: for it ¿s an 
abomination to the Lorp thy God. 
26 Neither shalt thou bring an abomi- 
nation into thine house lest thou be 
a cursed thing like it: bué thou shalt 
utterly detest it, and thou shalt ut- 
terly abhor it; for it zs a cursed thing. 

Here, 1. The caution against idolatry is re- 
peated, and against communion with idola- 
ters: “ Thou shalt consume the people, and 
not serve their gods,” v.16. Weare in danger 
of having fellowship with the works of darkness 
if we take pleasure in fellowship with those that 
dothoseworks. Here is alsoa repetition of the 
charge to destroy the images, v. 25, 26. The 
idols which the heathen had worshipped were 
an abomination to God, and therefore must 
he so to them: all that truly love God hate 
what he hates. Observe how this is urged 
upon them: Thon shalt utterly detest it, and 
thou shalt utterly abhor it; such a holy in- 
dignation as this must we conceive against 
sin, that abominable thing which the Lord 
hates. ‘They must not retain the images to 
gratify their covetousness: Thou skalt not 
desire the silver nor gold that is on them, nor 
think it a pity to have that destroyed. Achan 
paid dearly for converting that to his own 
use which was an anathema. Nor must 
they retain them to gratify their curiosity : 
“ Neither shalt thou bring it into thy house, 
to be hung up as an ornament, or preserved 
as a monument of antiquity. No, to the fire 
with it, that is the fittest place for it.” Two 
reasons are given for this caution :—1. Lest 
thou be suared therein (v. 25), that is, “ Lest 
thou be drawn, ere thou art aware, to like it 
and love it, to fancy it and pay respect to it.” 
2. Lest thou be a cursed thing like it, v. 26. 
‘hose that make images are said to be like 
them, stupid and senseless; here they are 
said to be in a worse sense like them, ac- 
cursed of God and devoted to destruction. 
Compare these two reasons together, and ob- 
serve that whatever brings us into a snare 
brings us under a curse. 

Il. The promise of God’s favour to them, 


CHAP. VII. 


A caution against idolatry 


if they would be obedient, is enlarged upon 
with a most affecting copiousness and fluency 
of expression, which intimates how much it 
is both God’s desire and our own interest 
that we be religious. Al possible assurance 
is here given them, 

1. That, if they would sincerely endeavour 
to do their part of the covenant, God would 
certainly perform his part. He shall keep 
the mercy which he swore to thy fathers, v. 12. 
Let us be constant in our duty, and we can- 
not question the constancy of God’s mercy. 

2. That if they would love God and serve 
him, and devote themsclves and theirs to 
him, he would love them, and bless them, 
and multiply them greatly, v.13, 14. What 
could they desire more to make them happy? 
Q.) * He will lave thee.” He began in love 
to us (1 John iv. 10), and, if we return his 
love im filial duty, then, and then only, we 
may expect the continuance of it, John xiv. 
21. (2.) “ He will bless thee with the tokens 
of his love above all people.” If they would 
distinguish themselves from their neighbours 
by singular services, God would dignify 
them above their neighbours by singular 
blessings. (3) “He will multiply thee.” 
Increase was the ancient blessing for the 
peopling of the world, once and again (Gen. 
1. 28; ix. 1), and here for the peopling of 
Canaan, that little world by itself. ‘The in- 
crease both of their families and of their 
stock is promised: they should neither have 
estates without hcirs nor heirs without estates, 
but should have the complete satisfaction of 
having many children and plentiful provisions 
and portions for them. 

3. That, if they would keep themselves 
pure from the idolatries of Egypt, God would 
keep them clear from the diseases of Egypt, 
v. 15. It seems to refer not only to those 
plagues of Egypt by the force of which they 
were delivered, but to some other epidemical 
country disease (as we call it), which they 
remembered the prevalency of among the 
Egyptians, and by which God had chas- 
tised them for their national sins. Diseases 
are God’s servants; they go where he sends 
them, and do what he bids them. Itis there- 
fore good for the health of our bodies to mor- 
tify the sin of our souls. 

4. That, if they would cut off the devoted 
nations, they should cut them off, and none 
should be able to stand before them. ‘Their 
duty in this matter would itself be their ad- 
vantage: Thou shalt consume all the people 
which the Lord thy God shall deliver thee— 
this is the precept (wv. 16) ; and then the Lord 
thy God shall deliver them unto thee, and shall 
destroy them—this is the promise, v. 23. 
Thus we are commanded not to let sin reign, 
not to indulge ourselves in it nor give coun- 
tenance to it, but to hate it and strive against 
it; and then God has promised that sin shall 
not have dominion over us (Rom. vi. 12, 14), 
but that we shall be more than conquerors 
over it. The difficulty and doubtfulness of 
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the conquest of Canaan having been a stone 
of stumbling to their fathers, Moses here ani- 
mates them against those things which were 
most likely to discourage them, bidding them 
not to be afraid of them, v. 18, and again v. 21. 
(1.) Let them not be disheartened by the 
number and strength of their enemies: Say 
not, They are more than I, how can I dis- 
possess them ? v.17. Weare apt to think that 
the most numerous must needs be victorious: 
but, to fortify Israel against this tempta- 
tion, Moses reminds them of the destruc- 
tion of Pharaoh and all the power of Egypt, 
v. 18,19. They had seen the great tempta- 
tions, or miracles (so the Chaldee reads it), 
the signs and wonders, wherewith God had 
brought them out of Egypt, in order to his 
bringing them into Canaan, and thence 
might easily infer that God could dispossess 
the Canaanites (who, though formidable 
enongh, had not such advantages against 
Israel as the Egyptians had; he that had 
done the greater could do the less), and that 
he would dispossess them, otherwise his bring- 
ing Israel out of Egypt had been no kind- 
ness to them. He that begun would finish. 
Thou shalt therefore well remember this, v. 18. 
The word and works of God are well remem- 
bered when they are improved as helps to 
our faith and obedience. That is well laid 
up which is ready to us when we have occa- 
sion to use it. (2.) Let them not be dis- 
heartened by the weakness and deficiency of 
their own forces; for God will send them in 
auxiliary troops of hornets, or wasps, as some 
read it (v. 20), probably larger than ordinary, 
which would so terrify and molest their 
enemies (and perhaps be the death of many 
of them) that their most numerous armies 
would become an easy prey to Israel. God 
plagued the Egyptians with flies, but the Ca- 
naanites with hornets. ‘Those who take not 
warning by less judgments on others may ex- 
pect greater on themselves. But the great 
encouragement of Israel was that they had 
God among them, a mighty God and terrible, 
v.21. And if God be for us, if God be with 
us, we need not fear the power of any crea- 
ture against us. (3.) Let them not be dis- 
heartened by the slow progress of their arms, 
nor think that the Canaanites would never 
be subdued if they were not expelled the 
first year; no, they must be put out by little 
and little, and not all at once, v.22. Note, 
We must not think that, because the de- 
liverance of the church and the destruction 
of its enemies are not effected immediately, 
therefore they will never be effected. God 
will do his own work in his own method and 
time, and we may be sure that they are 
always the best. Thus corruption is driven 
out of the hearts of believers by little and 
little. ‘The work of sanctification is carried 
on gradually; but that judgment will at 
length be brought forth into a complete 
victory. ‘The reason here given (as before, 
Exod. xxiii. 29, 30) is, Lest the beast of the 
758 


DEUTERONOMY. 


B.C. 1451. 
field increase upon thee. The earth God has 
given to the children of men; and therefore 
there shall rather be a remainder of Canaan- 
ites to keep possession till Israel become 
numerous enough to replenish it than that 
it should be a habitation of dragons, and 
a court for the wild beasts of the desert, Isa. 
xxxiv. 13, 14. Yet God could have pre- 
vented this mischief from the beasts, Lev. 
xxvi. 6. But pride and security, and other 
sins that are the common effects of a settled 
prosperity, were enemies more dangerous 
than the beasts of the field, and these would 
be apt to increase upon them. See Judges 
iii. 1, 4. 

CHAP. VIII. 


Moses had charged parents in teaching their children to whet the 
word of God upon them (ch, vi. 7) by frequent repetition of the 
same things over and over again; and here he himself takes the 
same method of instructing the Israelites as his children, fre- 
quently inculcating the same precepts and cautions, with the 
same motives or arguments to enforce them, that what they heard 
so often might abide with them. In tins cbapter Moses gives 
them, l. General exhortations to obedience, ver. 1, & Il. A 
review of the great things God had done for them in the wilder- 
ness, as a good argument for obedience, ver. 2—5, and ver. 15, 
16. lIl. A prospect vf the guod land into which God would now 
bring them, ver. 7—9. IV. A necessary caution against the 
temptations of a prosperous conditioo, ver. 1O—14, and 17, 18. 
V. A fair warning of the fatal consequences of apostasy from 
God, ver. 19, 20. 

LL the commandments which I 
command thee this day shall ye 
observe to do, that ye may live, and 
multiply, and go in and possess the 
land which the Lorp sware unto your 
fathers. 2 And thou shalt remem- 
ber all the way which the Lorp 
thy God led thee these forty years in 
the wilderness, to humble thee, and 
to prove thee, to know what was in 
thine heart, whether thou wouldest 

keep his commandments, or no. 3 

And he humbled thee, and suffered 

thee to hunger, and fed thee with 

manna, which thou knewest not, nei- 
their did thy fathers know; that he 
might make thee know that man doth 
not live by bread only, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of the Loro doth man live. 4 Thy 
raiment waxed not old upon thee, 
neither did thy foot swell, these forty 
years. 5 Thou shalt also consider in 
thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth 
his son, so the Lor» thy God chasten- 
eth thee. 6 Therefore thou shalt keep 
the commandments of the Lorn thy 

God, to walk in his ways, and to fear 

him. 7 For the Lor» thy God bring- 

eth thee into a good land, a lando 1 

brooks of water, of fountains and 

depths that spring out of valleys and 
hills; 8 A land of wheat, and barley, 


and vines, and fig trees, and pome- 
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granates; a land of oil olive, and 
honey; 9 A land wherein thou shalt 
eat bread without scarceness, thou 
shalt not lack any thing in it; a land 
whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills thou mayest dig brass. 


The charge here given them is the same as 
before, to keep and do all God’s command- 
ments. Thcir obedience must be, 1. Care- 
ful: Observe todo, 2. Universal: To do all 
the commandments, v. 1. And, 3. From a 
good principle, with a regard to God as the 
Lord, and their God, and particularly with a 
holy fear of him (v. 6), from a reverence of 
his majesty, a submission to his authority, 
and a dread of his wrath. To engage them 
to this obedience, besides the great advan- 
tages of it, which he sets before them (that 
they should live and multiply, and all should 
be well with them, v. 1), he directs them, 

I. To look back upon the wilderness 
through which God had now brought them : 
Thou shalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee these forty yeurs in the 
wilderness, v. 2. Now that they had come 
of age, and were entering upon their inherit- 
ance, they must be reminded of the disci- 
pline they had been under during their mi- 
nority and the method God had taken to train 
them up for himself. The wilderness was 
the school in which they had been for forty 
years boarded and taught, under tutors and 
governors; and this was a time to bring it 
all to remembrance. ‘The occurrences of 
these last forty years were very memorable 
and well worthy to be remembered, very 
useful and profitable to be remembered, as 
yielding a complication of arguments for 
obedience; and they were recorded on pur- 
pose that they might be remembered. As the 
feast of the passover was a memorial of their 
deliverance out of Egypt, so was the feast of 
tabernacles of their passage through the 
wilderness. Note, It is very good for us to 
remember all the ways both of God’s provi- 
dence and grace, by which he has led us 
hitherto through this wilderness, that we may 
be prevailed with cheerfully to serve him 
and trust in him. Here let us set up our 
Ebenezer. 

1. They must remember the straits they 
were sometimes brought into, (1.) For the 
mortifying of their pride; it was to humble 
them, that they might not be exalted above 
measure with the abundance of miracles that 
were wrought in their favour, and that they 
might not be secure, and confident of being 
in Canaan immediately. (2.) For the mani- 
festing of their perverseness: to prove them, 
that they and others might know (for God 
himself perfectly knew it before) all that was 
in their heart, and might see that God chose 
them not for any thing in them that might 
recommend them to his favour, for their whole 
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commandments God gave them which there 
would have been no occasion for if they had 
not been led through the wilderness, as those 
relating to the manna (Exod. xvi. 28); and 
God thereby tried them, as our first parents 
were tried by the trees of the garden, whether 
they would keep God’s commandments or 
not. Or God thcreby proved them whether 
they would trust his promises, the word 
which he commanded to a thousand genera- 
tions, and, in dependence on his promises, 
obey his precepts. 

2. They must remember tne supplies which 
were always granted them. 

(1.) God himself took particular care of 
their food, raiment, and health; and what 
would they have more? [1.] They had 
manna for food (v. 3): God suffered them to 
hunger, and then fed them with manna, that 
the extremity of their want might make the 
supply the more acceptable, and God’s good- 
ness to them therein the more remarkable. 
God often brings his people low, that he 
may have the honour of helpmg them. 
And thus the manna of heavenly comforts is 
given to those that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, Matt. v. 6. To the hungry 
soul every bitter thing is sweet. It is said 
of the manna that it was a sort of food which 
neither they nor their fathers knew. And 
again, v. 16. If they knew there was such 
a thing that fell sometimes with the dew in 
those countries, as some think they did, yet 
it was never known to fall in such vast quan- 
tities, so constantly, and at all seasons of the 
year, so long, and only about a certain place. 
‘These things were altogether miraculous, and 
without precedent; the Lord created a new 
thing for their supply. And hereby he taught 
them that man liveth not by bread alone. 
Though God has appointed bread for the 
strengthening of man’s heart, and that is or- 
dinarily made the staff of life, yet God can, 
when he pleases, command support and nou- 
rishment without it, and make something 
else, very unlikely, to answer the intention as 
well. We might live upon air if it were 
sanctified for that use by the word of God ; 
for the means God ordinarily uses he is not 
tied to, but can perform his kind purposes to 
his people without them. Our Saviour 
quotes this scripture in answer to that tempta- 
tion of Satan, Command that these stones be 
made bread. “ What need of that?” says 
Christ; “ my heavenly Father can keep me 
alive without bread,” Matt. iv. 3, 4. Let 
none of God’s children distrust their Father, 
nor take any sinful indirect course for the 
supply of their own necessities ; some way or 
other, God will provide for them in the way 
of duty and honest diligence, and verily they 
shall be fed. It may be applied spiritually ; 
the word of God, as it is the revelation of 
God’s will and grace duly received and en- 
tertained by faith, is the food of the soul, 
the life which is supported by that is the life 


carriage was untoward and provoking. Many of the man, and not only that life which is 
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supported by bread. ‘The manna typified 
Christ, the bread of life. We is the Word of 
God; by him we live. The Lord evermore 
vive us that bread which endures to eternal 
live, and let us not be put off with the meat 
ihat perisheth! [2.] The same clothes served 
them from Egypt to Canaan, at least the 
generality of them. Though they had no 
change of raiment, yet it was always new, 
and waxed not old upon them, v. 4. This 
was a standing miracle, and the greater if, 
as the Jews say, they grew with them, so as 
to be always fit for them. But it is plain 
that they brought out of Egypt bundles of 
clothes on their shoulders (Exod. xii. 34), 
which they might barter with each other as 
there was occasion; and these, with what 
they wore, sufficed till they came into a 
country where they couid furnish themselves 
with new clothes. 

(2.) By the method God took of providing 
food and raiment for them, [1.] He humbled 
them. It was a mortification to them to be 
tied for forty years together to the same 
meat, without any varieties, and to the same 
clothes, in the same fashion. ‘Thus he taught 
them that the good things he designed for 
them were figures of better things, and that 
the happiness of man consists not in being 
clothed in purple or fine linen, and in faring 
sumptuously every day, but in being taken 
into covenant and communion with God, and 
in learning his righteous judgments. God’s 
law, which was given to Israel in the wilder- 
ness, must be to them instead of food and 
raiment. [2.] He proved them, whether they 
could trust him to provide for them when 
means and second causes failed. ‘Thus he 
taught them to live in a dependence upon 
Providence, and not to perplex themselves 
with care what they should eat and drink, and 
wherewithal they should be clothed. Christ 
would have his disciples learn the same 
lesson (Matt. vi. 25), and took a like method 
to teach it to them, when he sené them out 
without purse or scrip, and yet took care that 
they lacked nothing, Luke xxii. 35. [3.] God 
took care of their health and ease. ‘Though 
they travelled on foot in a dry country, the 
way rough and untrodden, yet their feet 
swelled not. God preserved them from taking 
hurt by the inconveniences of their journey ; 
and mercies of this kind we ought to acknow- 
ledge. Note, Those that follow God’s con- 
duct are not only safe but easy. Our feet 
swell not while we keep in the way of duty; 
it is the way of transgiession that is hard, 
Prov. xiii. 13. God has promised to keep the 
Jeet of his sairis, 1 Sam. ii. 9. 

3. ‘ney must also remember ihe rebukes 
they had been under, v. 5. During these 
years of their education they had been kept 
under a strict discipline, and not without 
need. As a man chasteneth his son, for his 
good, and because he joves him, so the Lord 
thy God chasteneth thee. God is a loving 
tender Father to all his children, yet when 
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there is occasion they shall feel the smart of 
the rod. Israel did so- they were chastened 
that they might not be condemned, chastened 
with the rod of men. Not as a man wounds 
and slays his enemies whose destruction he 
aims at, but as a man chastens his son whose 
happiness and welfare he designs: so did 
their God chasten them; he chastened and 
taught them, Ps. xciv. 12. ‘This they must 
consider in their heart, that is, they must own 
it from their own experience that God had 
corrected them with a fatherly love, for which 
they must return to him a filial reverence and 
compliance. Because God has chastened 
thee as a father, therefore (v. 6) thou shalt 
keep his commandments. This use we should 
make of all our afflictions; by them let us be 
engaged and quickened to our duty. Thus 
they are directed to look back upon the wil- 
derness. 

II. He directs them to look forward to 
Canaan, into which God was now bringing 
them. Look which way we will, both ow 
reviews and our prospects will furnish us 
with arguments for obedience. Observe, 

1. The land which they were now going to 
take possession of is here described to be a 
very good land, having every thing in it that 
was desirable, v. 7—9. (1.) It was well- 
watered, like Eden, the garden of the Lord. 
It was a land of brooks of water, of fountains 
and depths, which contributed to the fruitful- 
ness of the soil. Perhaps there was a greater 
plenty of water there now than in Abraham’s 
time, the Canaanites having found and digged 
wells; so that Israel reaped the fruit of their 
industry as well as of God’s bounty. (2.) 
The ground produced great plenty of all 
good things, not only for the necessary sup- 
port, but for the convenience and comfort of 
human life. In their fathers’ land they had 
bread enough; it was corn land, a land of 
wheat and barley, where, with the common 
care and labour of the husbandman, they 
might eat bread without scarceness. It was 
a fruitful land, that was never turned into 
barrenness but for the iniquity of those that 
dwelt therein. They had not only water 
enough to quench their thirst, but vines, the 
fruit whereof was ordained to make glad the 
heart. And, if they were desirous of dainties, 
they needed not to send to far countries fer 
them, when their own was so well stocked 
with fig-trees, and pomegranates, olives of 
the best kind, and honey, or date-trees, as 
some think it should be read. (3.) Even the 
howels of its earth were very rich, though it 
should seem that silver and gold they had 
none; of these the princes of Sheba should 
bring presents (Ps. lxxii. 10, 15); yet they 
had plenty of those more serviceable metals, 
iron andbrass. Jron-stone andmines of brass 
were found in their hills. Sce Job xxviii. 2. 

2. These things are mentioned, (1.) To 
show the great difference between that wil- 
derness through which God had led ther 
and the good land into which he was bring- 
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ing them. Note, Those that bear the incon- 
veniences of an afflicted state with patience 
and submission, are humbled by them and 
prove well under them, are best prepared for 
better circumstances. (2.) To show what 
obligations they lay under to keep God’s 
commandments, both in gratitude for his 
favours to them and from a regard to their 
own interest, that the favours might be con- 
tinued. The only way to keep possession of 
this good land would be to keep in the way 
of their duty. (3.) To show what a figure it 
was of good things to come. Whatever 
others saw, it is probable that Moses in it 
saw a type of the better country: the gospel 
church is the New-Testament Canaan, wa- 
tered with the Spirit in his gifts and graces, 
planted with the trees of righteousness, bear- 
ing the fruits of righteousness. Heaven is 
the good land, in which there is nothing 
wanting, and where there is a fulness of joy. 


10 When thou hast eaten and art 
full, then thou shalt bless the Lorp 
thy God for the good land which he 
hath given thee. 11 Beware that thou 
forget not the Lorn thy God, in not 
keeping his commandments, and his 
judgments, and his statutes, which I 
command thee this day: 12 Lest when 
thou hast eaten and art full, and hast 
built goodly houses, and dwelt therein; 
13 And when thy herds and thy flocks 
multiply, and thy silver and thy gold 
is multiplied, and all that thou hast is 
multiplied; 14 Then thine heart be 
hfted up, and thou forget the Lorp 
thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the 
house of bondage; 15 Who led thee 
through that great and terrible wilder- 
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God, and walk after other gods, and 
serve them, and worship them, I tes- 
tify against you this day that ye shall 
surely perish. 20 As the nations which 
the Lorn destroyeth before your face, 
so shall ye perish; because ye would 
not be obedient unto the voice of the 
Lorp your Gad. 


Moses, having mentioned the great plenty 
they would find in the land of Canaan, finds 
it necessary to caution them against the abuse 
of that plenty, which was a sin they would be 
the more prone to now that they came into 
that vineyard of the Lord, immediately out 
of a barren desert. 

I. He directs them to the duty of a pros- 
perous condition, v. 10. They are allowed 
to eat even to fulness, not to surfeiting nor 
excess; but let them always remember their 
benefactor, the founder of their feast, and 
never fail to give thanks after meat: Then 
thou shalt bless the Lord thy God. 1. They 
must take heed of eating or drinking so 
much as to indispose themselves for this 
duty of blessing God, rather aiming to serve 
God therein with so much the more cheerful- 
ness and enlargement. 2. They must not 
have any fellowship with those that, when 
they had eaten and were full, blessed false 
gods, as the Israelites themselves had done 
in their worship of the golden calf, Exod. 
xxxil.6. 3. Whatever they had the comfort 
of God must have the glory of. As our 
Saviour has taught us to bless before we eat 
(Matt. xiv. 19, 20), so we are here taught te 
bless after meat. ‘That is our Hosanneh—God 
bless ; this is our Hallelujah— Blessed be God. 
In every thing we must give thanks. From 
this law the religious Jews took up a laudable 
usage of blessing God, not only at their so- 
lemn meals, but upon other occasions; if 
they drank a cup of wine they lifted up their 
hands and said, Blessed be he that created the 


ness, wherein were fiery serpents, and | fruit of the vine to make glad the heart. If 


scorpions, and drought, where there 
was no water; who brought thee forth 
water out of the rock of flint; 16 
Who fed thee in the wilderness with 
manna, which thy fathers knew not, 
that he might humble thee, and that 
he might prove thee, to do thee good 
at thy latter end; 17 And thou say 
in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me 
this wealth. 1S But thou shalt re- 
member the Lorn thy God : for it is 
he that giveth thee power to get wealth, 
that he may establish his covenant 
which he sware unto thy fathers, as 
it is this day. 19 And it shall be, if 
thou do at al. forget the Lorp thy 


they did but smell at a flower, they said, 
Blessed Le he that made this fiower sweet. 4. 
When they gave thanks for the fruits of the 
iand they must give thanks for the good land 
itself, which was given them by promise. 
From all our comfortable enjoyments we 
must take occasion to thank God for our 
comfortable settlements ; and I know not but 
we of this nation have as much reason as they 
had to give thanks for a good land. 

II. He arms them against the temptations 
of a prosperous condition, and charges them 
to stand upon their guard against them: 
“ When thou art settled in goodly houses of 
thy own building,” v. 12 (for though God 
gave them houses which they builded not, 
ch. vi. 10, these would not serve them, they 
must have larger and finer),—and when thou 
hast grown rich tn cattle, in silver, and iu 
gold (w. 13), as Abranam (Gen. xiii. 2),— 
when all thou hast is multiplied,” 1. “Then 
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take heed of pride. Beware lest then thy 
heart be lifted up,” v. 14. When the estate 
rises, the mind is apt to rise with it, in self- 
conceit, self-complacency, and self-confi- 
dence. Lot us therefore strive to keep the 
spirit low in a high condition ; humility is 
both the ease and the ornament of prosperity. 
Take heed of saying, so much as in thy 
heart, that proud word, My power, even the 
might of my hand, hath gotten me this wealth, 
v.17. Note, We must never take the praise 
of our prosperity to ourselves, nor attribute 
it to our ingenuity or industry; for bread is 
not always to the wise, nor riches to men of 
understanding, Eccl. ix. 11. It is spiritual 
idolatry thus to sacrifice to our own net, Hab. 
1 16. 2. “Then take heed of forgetting 
God.” This follows upon the lifting up of 
the heart ; for itis throngh the pride of the 
zountenance that the wicked seek not after 
God, Ps. x. 4. Those that admire them- 
selves despise God. (1.) “ Forget not thy 
duty to God,” v. 11. We forget God if we 
keep not his commandments; we forget his 
authority over us, and our obligations to 
him and expectations from him, if we are 
not obedient to his laws. When men grow 
rich they are tempted to think religion a 
needless thing. They are happy without it, 
think it a thing below them and too hard 
upon them. ‘Their dignity forbids them to 
stoop, and their liberty forbids them to serve. 
But we are lasely ungrateful if the better 
God is to us the worse we are to him. (2.) 
“Forget not God’s former dealings with 
thee. Thy deliverance out of Egypt, v. 14. 
The provision he made for thee in the wil- 
derness, that great and terrible wilderness.” 
They must never forget the impressions 
which the horror of that wilderness made 
upon them; see Jer. ii. 6, where it is called 
the very shadow of death. There God pre- 
served them from being destroyed by the 
fiery serpents and scorpions, thongh some- 
times he made use of them for their correc- 
tion: there he kept them from perishing for 
want of water, following them with water 
out of a rock of flint (w. 15), out of which 
(says bishop Patrick) one would rather have 
expected fire than water. There he fed them 
with manna, of which before (v. 3), taking 
care to keep them alive, that he might do 
them good at their latter end, v. 16. Note, 
God reserves the best till the last for his 
Israel. However he may seem to deal hardly 
with them by the way, he will not fail to do 
them good at their latter end. (3.) “ Forget 
not God’s hand in thy present prosperity, v. 
18 Remember it is he that giveth thee 
wealth; for he giveth thee power to get 
wealth.’ See here how God’s giving and 
our getting are reconciled, and apply it to 
spiritual wealth. It is our duty to get wis- 
dom, and above all our gettings to get under- 
standing; and yet it is God’s grace that 
gives wisdom, and when we have got :t we 
must not say, It was the might of our hand 
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that got it, but must own it was God that 
gave us power to get it, and therefore to him 
we must give the praise and consecrate the 
use of it. The blessing of the Lord on the 
hand of the diligent makes rich both for this 
world and for the other. He giveth thee 
power to get wealth, not so much to gratify 
thee, and make thee easy, as that he may 
establish his covenant. All God’s gifts are 
in pursuance of his promises. 

III. He repeats the fair warning he had 
often given them of the fatal consequences of 
their apostasy from God, v. 19, 20. Ob- 
serve, 1. How he describes the sin; it is 
forgetting God, and then worshipping other 
gods. What wickedness will not those fall 
into that keep thoughts of God out of their 
minds? And, when once the affections are 
displaced from God, they will soon be mis- 
placed upon lying vanities. 2. How he de- 
nounces wrath and ruin against them for it: 
“If you do so, you shall surely perish, and 
the power and might of your hands, which 
you are so proud of, cannot help you. Nay, 
you shall perish as the nations that are driven 
out before you. God will make no more ac- 
count of you, notwithstanding his covenant 
with you and your relation to him, than he 
does of them, if yon will not be obedient and 
faithful to him.” Those that follow others in 
sin will certainly follow them to destruction. 
If we do as sinners do, we must expect to fare 
as sinners fare. 


CHAP. VIX. 


The design of Moses 1a this chapter ıs to ccnvince the people of 
Israel of their utter unworthiuess to receive from God those preat 
favonrs that were now to be conferred upon them, wnting this, 
as it were, in capital letters at the head of their charter, ‘* Not 
foe your sake, be it known unto you,” Ezek. xxxvi. 32. 1. Ile 
assures them of victory over their enemies, ver. 1—3. Il. Ile 
cautions them nut to attribote their successes to their own merit, 
bat to God’s justice, which was engaged against their enemies, 
and bis faithfulness, which was engaged to their fathers, ver. 
4—6. III. To make it evident that they had no reason to boost 
of their own righteousness, he mentions their faults, shows Israe: 
their transgressions, and the house of Jacob their sins. In gene 
ral, they had been all along a provoking people, ver. 7—24. la 
particular, 1. Inthe matter of the golden calf, the story.of which 
he largely relates, ver. 8—24. 2. He mentions rome other in 
stances of their rebellion, ver. 22, 23. And, 3. Returns, at vei. 
25, tv speak of the intercession he had made for them at Hloreo, 
to prevent their being ruined for the golden calf. 


EAR, O Israel: Thou art to 
pass over Jordan this day, to 

go in to possess nations greater and 
mightier than thyself, cities great and 
fenced up to heaven, 2 A people great 
and tall, the children of the Anakims, 
whom thou knowest, and of whom 
thou hast heard say, Who can stand 
before the children of Anak! 3 Un- 
derstand therefore this day, that the 
Lorp thy God is he which goeth over 
before thee; as a consuming fire he 
shall destroy them, and he shall bring 
them down before thy face: so shalt 
thou drive them out, and destroy 
them quickly, as the Lorp hath said 
unto thee. 4 Speak not thou in thine 
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heart, after that the Lorn thy God 
hath cast them out from before thee, 
saying, For my righteousness the 
Lorp hath brought me in to possess 
this land: but for the wickedness of 
these nations the Lorp doth drive 
them out from before thee. 5 Not 
for thy righteousness, or for the up- 
rightness of thine heart, dost thou go 
to possess their land: but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lorp 
thy God doth drive them out from 
before thee, and that he may perform 
the word which the Lorp sware unto 
thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob. 6 Understand therefore, that 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee not 
this good land to possess it for thy 
righteousness; for thou art a stiff- 
necked people. 


The call to attention (v. 1), Hear, O Israel, 
intimates that this was a new discourse, de- 
livered at some distance of time after the 
former, probably the next sabbath day. 

I. Moses represents to the people the for- 
midable strength of the enemies which they 
were now to encounter, v. 1. The nations 
they were to dispossess were mightier than 
themselves, not a rude and undisciplined 
rout, like the natives of America, that were 
easily made a prey of. But, should they be- 
siege them, they would find their cities well 
fortified, according as the art of fortification 
then was; should they engage them in the 
field, they-would find the people great and 
tall, of whem common fame had reported 
that there was no standing before them, v. 2. 
This representation is much the same with 
that which the evil spies had made (Num. 
xiii. 28, 33), but made with a very different 
intention: that was designed to drive then 
from God and to discourage their hope in 
him; this to drive them to God and to engage 
their hope in him, since no power less than 
that which is almighty could secure and 
prosper them. 

Il. He assures them of victory, by the 
presence of God with them, notwithstanding 
the strength of the enemy, v. 3. “ Under- 
stand therefore what thou must trust to for 
success, and which way thou must look; it 
is the Lord thy God that goes before thee, 
not only as thy captain, or commander-in- 
chief, to give direction, but as a consuming 
fire, to do execution among them. Observe, 
He shall destroy them, and then thou shalt 
drive them out. Thou canst not drive them 
out, unless he destroy them and bring them 
down. But he will not destroy them and 
bring them down, unless thou set thyself in 
good earnest to drive them out.” We must 
do our endeavour in dependence upon God’s 
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grace, and we shall have that grace if we do 
our endeavour 

II. He cautions them not to entertain the 
least thought of their own righteousness, as 
if that had procured them this favour at 
God’s hand: “ Say not, For my righteousness 
(either with regard to my good character or 
in recompence for any good service) the Lord 
hath brought me in to possess this land (v. 4); 
never think it is for thy righteousness or the 
uprightness of thy heart, that it is in con- 
sideration either of thy good conversation or 
of thy good disposition,” v. 5. And again 
(v. 6) it is insisted on, because it is hard to 
bring people from a conceit of their own 
merit, and yet very necessary that it be done: 
“ Understand (know it, and believe it, and 
consider it) that the Lord thy God giveth thee 
not this land for thy righteousness. Hadst 
thou been to come to it upon that condition, 
thou wouldst have been for ever shut out of 
it, for thou art a stiff-necked people.” Note, 
Our gaining possession of the heavenly Ca- 
naan, as it must be attributed to God’s power 
and not to our own might, so it must be 
ascribed to God’s grace and not to our own 
merit: in Christ we have both righteousness 
and strength; in him therefore we must 


| glory, and not in ourselves, or any sufficiency 


of our own. 

IV. He intimates to them the true reasons 
why God would take this good land out of 
the hands of the Canaanites, and settle it 
upon Israel, and they are borrowed from his 
own honour, not from Israel’s deserts. 1. 
He will be honoured in the destruction of 
idolaters; they are justly looked upon as 
haters of him, and therefore he will visit 
their iniquity upon them. It is for the 
wickedness of these nations that God drives 
them out, v. 4, and again, v. 5. All those 
whom God rejects are rejected for their own 
wickedness: but none of those whom he 
accepts are accepted for their own righteous- 
ness. 2. He will be honoured in the per- 
formance of his promise to those that are in 
covenant with him: God swore to the pa- 
triarchs, who loved him and left all to follow 
him, that he would give this land to their 
seed ; and therefore he would keep that pro- 
mised mercy for thousands of those that loved 
him and kept his commandinents ; he would 
not suffer his promise to fail. It was for 
their fathers’ sakes that they were beloved, 
Rom. xi. 28. Thus boasting is for ever ex- 
cluded. See Eph. i. 9, 11. 


7 Remember, and forget not, how 
thou provokedst the Lorp thy God 
to wrath in the wilderness: from the 
day that thou didst depart out of the 
land of Egypt, until ye came unto this 
place, ye have been rebellious against 
the Lorp. 8 Also in Horeb ye pro- 
voked the Lorp to wrath, so that the 
Lorp was angry with you to have 
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destroyed you. 9 When I was gone 
up into the mount to receive the ta- 
bles of stone, even the tables of the 
covenant which the Lorn made with 
you, then I abode in the mount forty 
days and forty nights, I neither did 
eat bread nor drink water: 10 And 
the Lorp delivered unto me two ta- 
bles of stone written with the finger 
of God; and on them was written 
according to all the words, which the 
Lorp spake with you in the mount 
out of the midst of the fire in the day 
of the assembly. 11 And it came to 
pass at the end of forty days and forty 
nights, that the Lorp gave me the 
two tables of stone, even the tables of 
the covenant. 12 And the Lorp said 
unto me, Arise, get thee down quickly 
from hence; for thy people which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt 
have corrupted themselves ; they are 
quickly turned aside out of the way 
which I commanded them ; they have 
made them a molten image. 13 Fur- 
thermore the Lorp spake unto me, 
saying, I have seen this people, and, 
behold, it is a stifinecked people: 14 
Let me alone, that I may destroy 
them, and blot out their name from 
under heaven : and I will make of thee 
a nation mightier and greater than 
they. 15 So I turned and came down 
from themount, and the mount burned 
with fire: and the two tables of the 
covenant were in my two hands. 16 
And I looked, and, behold, ye had 
sinned against the Lorp your God, 
and had made you a molten calf: ye 
had turned aside quickly out of the 
way which the Lorn had commanded 
you. 17 And I took the two tables, 
and cast them out of my two hands, 
and brake them before your eyes. 18 
And I fell down before the Lorp, as 
at the first,forty days and forty nights: 
I did neither eat bread nor drink 
water, because of all your sins which 
ye sinned, in doing wickedly in the 
sight of the Lorp, to provoke him to 
anger. 19 For I was afraid of the 
anger and hot displeasure, wherewith 
the Lorp was wroth against you to 
destroy you. But the Lorn hearkened 


unto me at that time also. 20 And 
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the Lorn was very angry with Aaron 
to have destroyed him: and I prayed 
for Aaron also the same time. 21 
And I took your sin, the calf which 
ye had made, and burnt it with fire, 
and stamped 7f, and ground it very 
small, even until it was as small as 
dust: and I cast the dust. thereof into 
the brook that descended out of the 
mount. 22 And at ‘Taberah, and at 
Massah, and at Kibroth-hattaavah, ve 
provoked the Lorp to wrath. 23 
Likewise when the Lorp sent you 
from Kadesh-barnea, saying, Go up 
and possess the land which I have 
given you; then ye rebelled against 
the commandment of the Lorp your 
God, and ye believed him not, nor 
hearkened to his voice. 24 Ye have 
been rebellious against the Lorp from 
the day that ] knew you. 25 Thus I 
fell down before the Lorn forty days 
and forty nights, as I fell down at the 
jirst ; because the Lorp had said he 
would destroy you. 26 I prayed 
therefore unto the Lorn, and said, O 
Lord Gop, destroy not thy people 
and thine inheritance, which thou hast 
redeemed through thy greatness, which 
thou hast brought forth out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 27 Remember 
thy servants, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; look not unto the stubborn- 
ness of this people, nor to their wick- 
edness, nor to their sin: 28 Lest the 
land whence thou broughtest us out 
say, Because the Lorp was not able 
to bring them into the land which he 
promised them, and because he hated 
them, he hath brought them out to 
slay them in the wilderness. 29 Yet 
they are thy people and thine inhe- 
ritance, which thou broughtest out by 
thy mighty power and by thy stretched 
out arm. 


‘That they might have no pretence to think 
that God brought them to Canaan for their 
righteousness, Moses here shows them what 
a miracle of mercy it was that they had not 
long ere this been destroyed in the wilder- 
ness: “ Remember, and forget not, how thou 
provokedst the Lord thy God (v. 7); so far 
from purchasing his favour, thou hast many 
a time laid thyself open to his displeasure.” 
Their fathers’ provocations are here charged 
upon them; for, if God had dealt with their 
fathers according to their deserts, this gene- 
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ration would never have been, much less 
would they have entered Canaan. We are 
apt to forget our provocations, especially 
when the smart of the rod is over, and have 
need to be often put in mind of them, that 
we may never entertain any conceit of our 
own righteousness. Paul argues from the 
guilt which all mankind is under to prove 
that we cannot be justified before God by our 
own works, Rom. iii. 19, 20. If our works 
condemn us, they will not justify us. Ob- 
serve, 1. They had been a provoking people 
ever since they came out of Egypt, v. 7. 
Forty years long, from first to last, were God 
and Moses grieved with them. It is a very 
sad character Moses now at parting leaves 
of them: You have been rebellious since the 
day I knew you, v. 24. No sooner were 
they formed into a people than there was a 
faction formed among them, which upon all 
occasions made head against God and his 
government. Though the Mosaic history 
records little more than the occurrences of 
the first and last year of the forty, yet it 
seems by this general account that the rest 
of the years were not much better, but one 
continued provocation. 2. Even in Horeb 
they made a calf and worshipped it, v. 8, &c. 
That was a sin so heinous, and by several 
aggravations made so exceedingly sinful, 
that they deserved upon all occasions to be 
upbraided with it. It was done in the very 
place where the law was given by which they 
were expressly forbidden to worship God by 
images, and while the mountain was yet 
burning before their eyes, and Moses had 
gone up to fetch them the law in writing. 
They turned aside quickly, v. 16. 3. God 
was very angry with them for their sin. Let 
them not think that God ovcrlooked what 
they did amiss, and gave them Canaan for 
what was good among them. No, God had 
determined to destroy them (v. 8), could 
easily have done it, and would have been no 
loser by it; he even desired Moses to let 
hin alone that he might do it, v. 13, 14. By 
this it appeared how heinous their sin was, 
for God is never angry with any above what 
there is cause for, as men often are. Moses 
himself, though a friend and favourite, 
trembled at the revelation of God’s wrath 
from heaven against their ungodliness and 
unrighteousness (v. 19): I was afraid of the 


anger of the Lord, afraid perhaps not for! 


them only, but for himself, Ps. cxix. 120. 
4. ‘They had by their sin broken covenant 
with God, and forfeited all the privileges of 
the covenant, which Moses signified to them 
by breaking the tables, v.17. A bill of di- 
vorce was given them, and thenceforward 
they might justly have been abandoned for 
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himself fell under God’s displeasure for it, 
though he was the saint of the Lord, and wag 
only brought by surprise or terror to be confe- 
derate with them in the sin: The Lord was very 
angry with Aaron, v. 20. No man’s place or 
character can shelter him from the wrath of 
God if he have fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness. Aaron, that should have 
made atonement for them if the iniquity 
could have been purged away by sacritice 
and offering, did himself fall under the wrath 
of God: so little did they consider what they 
did when they drew him in. 6. It was with 
great difficulty and very long attendance that 
Moses himself prevailed to turn away the 
wrath of God, and prevent their utter ruin. 
He fasted and prayed full forty days and 
forty nights before he could obtain their par- 
don, v. 18. And some think twice forty days 
(v. 25), because it is said, as I fell down be- 
fore, whereas his errand in the first forty was 
notofthatnature. Others think it was but one 
forty, though twice mentioned (as also inch. 
x. 10); but this was enough to make them 
sensible how great God’s displeasure was 
against them, and what a narrow escape they 
had for their lives. And in this appears the 
greatness of God’s anger against all mankind 
that no less a person than his Son, and no 
less a price than his own blood, would serve 
to turn it away. Moses here tells them the 
substance of his intercession for them. He 
was obliged to own their stubbornness, and 
their wickedness, and their sin, v. 27. Their 
character was bad indeed when he that ap- 
peared an advocate for them could not give 
them a good word, and had nothing else to 
say in their behalf but that God had done 
great things for them, which really did but 
aggravate their crime (v. 26),—that they were 
the posterity of good ancestors (v. 27), which 
might also have been turned upon him, as 
making the matter worse and not better,— 
and that the Egyptians would reproach God, 
if he should destroy them, as unable to per- 
fect what he had wrought for them (w. 28), a 
plea which might easily enough have been 
answered: no matter what the Egyptians 
say, while the heavens declare God’s righ- 
teousness ; so that the saving of them from 
ruin at that time was owing purely to the 
mercy of God, and the importunity of Moses, 
and not to any merit of thcirs, that could be 
offered so much as in mitigation of their of- 
fence. 7. To affect them the more with the 
destruction they were then at the brink of, 
he describes very particularly the destruction 
of the calf they had made, v. 21. He calls 
it their six: perhaps not only because it had 
been the matter of their sin, but because the 
destroying of it was intended for a testimony 


ever, so that their mouth was certainly | against their sin, and an indication to them 


stopped from pleading any righteousness of 
their own. God had, in eftect, disowned 
them, when he said to Moses (w. 12), “ They 
are thy people, they are none of mine, nor 
shall they be dealt with as mine.” 


what the sinners themselves did deserve. 
Those that made it were like unto it, and 
would have had no wrong done thein if they 
had been thus stamped to dust, and con- 


5. Aaron} sumed, and scattered, and no remains of 
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them left. 
cepted the destruction of the idol instead of 
the destruction of the idolaters. 8. Even 
after this fair escape that they had, in many 
other instances they provoked the Lord 
again and again. He needed only to name 
the places, for they carried the memorials 
either of the sin or of the punishment in 
their names (v. 22): at Vaberah, burning, 
where God set fire to them for their mur- 
muring,—at Massah, the temptation, where 
they challenged almighty power to help 
them,—and at Kibroth-hattaavah, the graves 
of lusters, where the dainties they coveted 
were their poison; and, after these, their 
unbelief and distrust at Kadesh-barnea, of 
which he had already told them (ch. i.), and 
which he here mentions again (v. 23), would 
certainly have completed their ruin if they had 
been dealt with according to their own merits. 

Now let them lay all this together, and it 
will appear that whatever favour God should 
hereafter show them, in subduing their ene- 
mies and putting them in possession of the 
land of Canaan, it was not for their righteous- 
ness It is good for us often to remember 
against ourselves, with sorrow and shame, 
our former sins, and to review the records 
conscience keeps of them, that we may see 
how much we are indebted to free grace, and 
may humbly own that we never merited at 
God’s hand any thing butwrath and thecurse. 


CHAP. X. 


Moses having, in the foregoing chapter, reminded them of their own 
sin, as a reason why they should not depend upon their own 
rightenusness, in this chapter he sets hefore them God’s great 
mercy to them, notwithstanding their provneations, as a reason 
why they shonld be more obedient for the future. I. He men- 
tions divers tokens of God’s favour and reconciliation to them, 


never to be forgotten. (1.) The renewing of the tables of the 


covenant, ver. 1—5. (2.) Giving orders for their progress to- 
wards Canaan, ver. 6, 7. (3.) Choosing the tribe of Levi for 
his own, ver. 8,9. (4.) And continning the priesthood after the 
death of Aaron, ver. 6. (5.} Owning and accepting the interces- 
sion of Moses for them, ver. 10, 11. H. lence he infers what 
obligations they lay under to fear, and love, and serve God, which 
he presses upon them with many motives, ver. 12, &c. 


T that time the Lorp said unto 

me, Hew thee two tables of stone 
like unto the first, and come up unto me 
into the mount, and make thee an ark 
of wood. 2 And I will write on the 
tables the words that were in the first 
tables which thou brakedst, and thou 
shalt put them in the ark. 3 And I 
made an ark of shittim wood, and 
hewed two tables of stone like unto 
the first, and went up into the mount, 
having the two tables in mine hand. 
4 And he wrote on the tables, accord- 
ing to the first writing, the ten com- 
mandments, which the Lorp spake 


unto you in the mount outof the midst 


of the fire in the day of the assembly: 

and the Lorp gave them unto me. 5 

And I turned myself and came down 

from the mount, and put the tables 
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in the ark which I had made; and 
there they be, as the Lorp com- 
manded me. 6 And the children of 
Israel took their journey from Beeroth 
of the children of Jaakan to Mosera: 
there Aaron died, and there he was 
buried; and Eleazar his son minis- 
tered in the priest’s office in his stead. 
7 From thence they journeyed unto 
Gudgodah ; and from Gudgodah to 
Jotbath, a land of rivers of waters. §& 
At that time the Lorp separated the 
tribe of Levi, to bear the ark of the 
covenant of the Lor», to stand before 
the Lorp to minister unto him, and 
to bless in his name, unto this day. 
9 Wherefore Levi hath no part nor 
inheritance with lis brethren; the 
Lorp is his inheritance, according as 
the Lorp thy God promised him. 10 
And I stayed in the mount, according 
to the first time, forty days and forty 
nights; and the Lorp hearkened unto 
me at that time also, and the Lorp 
would not destroy thee. 11 And the 
Lorp saiduntome,Arise,take ¢Ay jour- 
ney before the people, thatthey may go 
in and possess the land, which I sware 
unto their fathers to give unto them. 


There were four things in and by which God 
showed himself reconciled to Israel and made 
them truly great and happy, and in which 
God’s goodness took occasion from their bad- 
ness to make him the more illustrious :— 

I. He gave them his law, gave it to them 
ın writing, as a standing pledge of his fa- 
vour. ‘Though the tables that were first writ- 
ten were broken, because Israel had broken 
the commandments, and God might justly 
break the covenant, yet when his anger was 
turned away the tables were renewed, v. 1, 2. 
Note, God’s putting his law in our hearts, 
and writing it in our inward parts, furnish the 
surest evidence of our reconciliation to God 
and the best earnest of our happiness in him. 
Moses is told to hew the tables; for the law 
prepares the heart by conviction and humi- 
liation for the grace of God, but it is only 
that grace that then writes the law in it. 
Moses made az ark of shittim-wood (v. 3), a 
plain chest, the same, 1 suppose, in which 
the tables were afterwards preserved: but 
Bezaleel is said to make it (Exod. xxxvii. 1), 
because he afterwards finished it up and 
overlaid it with gold. Or Moses is said to 
make it because, when he went up the second 
time into the mount, he ordered it to be 
made by Bezaleel against he came down. 
And it is observable that for this reason the 
ark was the first thing that God gave orders 
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about, Exoa. xxv. 10. And this left an 
earnest to the congregation that the tables 
should not miscarry this second time, as 
they had done the first. God will send his 
law and gospel to those whose hearts are 
prepared as arks to receive them. Christ is 
the ark in which now our salvation is kept 
safely, that it may not be lost as it was in 
the first Adam, when he had it in his own 
hand. Observe, 1. What it was that God 
wrote on the two tables, the ten command- 
ments (v. 4), or ten words, intimating in how 
little a compass they were contained : they 
were not ten volumes, but ten words: it was 
the same with the first writing, and both the 
same that he spoke in the mount. The se- 
cond edition needed no correction nor amend- 
ment, nor did what he wrote differ from 
what he spoke. The written word is as truly 
the word of God as that which he spoke to 
his servants the prophets. 2. What care 
was taken of it. These two tables, thus en- 
graven, were faithfully laid up in the ark. 
And there they be, said Moses, pointing it is 
probable towards the sanctuary, v. 5. That 
good thing which was committed to him he 
transmitted to them, and left it pure and en- 
tire in their hands; now let them look to it 
at their peril. Thus we may say to the rising 
generation, “God has entrusted us with 
Bibles, sabbaths, sacraments, &c., as tokens 
of his presence and favour, and there they be; 
we lodge them with you,” 2 Tim. i. 13, 14. 

Il. He led them forward towards Canaan, 
though they in their hearts turned back to- 
wards Egypt, and he might justly have chosen 
their delusions, v. 6,7. He brought them 
to a land of rivers of waters, out of a dry and 
barren wilderness. Sometimes God supplied 
their wants by the ordinary course of nature: 
when that failed, then by miracles; and yet 
after this, when they were brought into a 
httle distress, we find them distrusting God 
and murmuring, Num. xx. 3, 4. 

III. He appointed a standing ministry 
among them, to deal for them in holy things. 
At that time when Moses went up a second 
time to the mount, or soon after, he had or- 
ders to separate the tnbe of Levi to God, and 
to his immediate service, they having distin- 
guished themselves by their zeal against the 
worshippers of the golden calf, v. 8, 9. The 
Kohathites carried the ark; they and the 
other Levites stood before the Lord, to mi- 
nister to him in all the offices of the taber- 
nacle; and the priests, who were of that 
tribe, were to bless the people. This was a 
standing ordinance, which had now con- 
tinued almost forty years, even unto this day ; 
and provision was made for the perpetuating 
of it by the settled maintenance of that tribe, 
which was such as gave them great encou- 
cagement in their work, and no diversion 
from it. The Lordis his inheritance. Note, 
A settled ministry is a great blessing to a 
people, and a special token of God's favour. 
And, since the particular priests could not 
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continue by reason of death, God showed his 
care of the people in securing a succession, 
which Moses takes notice of here, v. 6. 
When Aaron died, the priesthood did not dia 
with him, but Eleazar his son ministered in 
his stead, and took care of the ark, in which 
the tables of stone, those precious stones, 
were deposited, that they should suffer no 
damage ; there they be, and he has the cus- 
tody of them. Under the law, a succession 
in the ministry was kept up, by an entail of 
the office on a certain tribe and family. But 
now, under the gospel, when the effusion of 
the Spirit is more plentiful and powerful, the 
succession is kept up by the Spirit’s opera- 
tion on men’s hearts, qualifying men for, and 
inclining men to, that work, some in every 
age, that the name of Israel may not be 
blotted out. 

IV. He accepted Moses as an advocate 
or intercessor for them, and therefore consti- 
tuted him their prince and leader (v. 10, 11): 
The Lord hearkened to me and said, Arise, 
go before the people. It wasa mercy to them 
that they had such a friend, so faithful both 
to him that appointed him and to those for 
whom he was appointed. It was fit that he 
who had saved them trom rnin, by his inter- 
cession with heaven, should have the con- 
duct and command of them. And herein he 
was a type of Christ, who, as he ever lives 
making intercession for us, so he has all 
power both in heaven and in earth. 

12 And now, Israel, what doth the 
Lor» thy God require of thee, but 
to fear the Lorn thy God, to walk in 
all his ways, and to love him, and to 
serve the Lorp thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, 13 To 
keep the commandments of the Lorn, 
and his statutes, which I command 
thee this day for thy good? 14 Be- 
hold, the heaven and the heaven of 
heavens is the Lorp’s thy God, the 
earth also, with all that therein zs. 15 
Only the Lorp had a delight in thy 
fathers to love them, and he chose 
their seed after them, even you above 
all people, as iż is this day. 16 Cir- 
cumcise therefore the foreskin of your 
heart, and be no more stiffnecked. i 
For the Lorp your God is God of 
gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, 
a mighty, and a terrible, which re- 
gardeth not persons, nor taketh re- 
ward: 18 He doth execute the judg- 
ment of the fatherless and widow, and 
loveth the stranger, in giving him food 
and raiment. 19 Love ye therefore 
the stranger : for ye were strangers in 
the land of Egypt. 20 Thou shalt 

797 


Exhortation to obedience. 


fear the Lorp thy God; him shalt 
thou serve, and to him shalt thou 
cleave, and swear by his name. 21 
He is thy praise, and he ts thy God, 
that hath done for thee these great 


and terrible things, which thine eyes 


have seen. 22 Thy fathers went down 
into Egypt with threescore and ten 
persons; and now the Lorp thy God 
hath made thee as the stars of heaven 
for multitude. 


Here 1s a most pathetic exhortation to 
obedience, inferred from the premises, and 
urged with very powerful arguments and a 
great deal of persuasive rhetoric. Moses 
brings it in like an orator, with an appeal to 
his auditors > And now, Israel, what doth the 
Lord thy God require of thee? v.12. Ask 
what he requires; as David (Ps. exvi. 12), 
What shall I render? When we have re- 
ceived mercy from God it becomes us to en- 
quire what returns we shall make to him. 
Consider what he requires, and you will find 
it is nothing but what is highly just and rea- 
sonable in itself and of unspeakable benefit 
and advantage to you. Let us see here what 
he does require, and what abundant reason 
there is why we should do what he requires. 

I. We are here most plainly directed in 
our duty to God, to our neighbour, and to 
ourselves. 

1. We are here taught our duty to God, 
both in the dispositions and affections of our 
souls and in the actions of our lives, our 
principles and our practices. (1.) We must 
fear the Lord our God, v. 12, and again v. 20. 
We must adore his majesty, acknowledge his 
authority, stand in awe of his power, and 
dread his wrath. This is gospel duty, Rev. 
xiy.6, 7. (2.) We must love him, be well 
pleased that he is, desire that he may be ours, 
and delight in the contemplation of him and 
in communion with him. Fear him as a 
great God, and our Lord, love him as a good 
God, and our Father and benefactor. (3.) 
We must walk in his ways, that is, the ways 
which he has appointed us to walk in. The 
whole course of our conversation must be 
conformable to his holy will. (4.) We must 
serve him (v. 20), serve him with all our heart 
and soul (v. 12), devote ourselves to his ho- 
nour, put ourselves under his government, 
and lay out ourselves to advance all the in- 
terests of his kingdom among men. And 
we must be hearty and zealous in his ser- 
vice, engage and employ our inward man in 
his work, and what we do for him we must 
do cheerfully and with a good will. (5.) We 
must keep his commandments and his statutes, 
v.13. Having given up ourselves to his ser- 
vice, ve must make his revealed will our rule 
in every thing, perform all he prescribes, for- 
bear all he forbids, firmly believing that all 
the statutes he commands us are for our 
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good. Besides the reward of obedience, 
which will be our unspeakable gain, there are 
true honour and pleasure in obedience. It 
is really for our present good tu be mcek and 
humble, chaste and sober, just and charitable, 
patient and contented; these make us easy, 
and safe, and pleasant, and truly great. (6.) 
We must give honour to God, in swearing 
hy his name (v. 20); so give him the honour 
of his omniscience, his sovereignty, his jus- 
tice, as well as of his necessary existence. 
Swear by his name, and not by the name of 
any creature, or false god, whenever an oath 
for confirmation is called for. (7.) To him 
we must cleave, v. 20. Having chosen him 
for our God, we must faithfully and con- 
stantly abide with him and never forsake him. 
Cleave to him as one we love and delight in, 
trust and confide in, and from whom we have 
great expectations. 

2. We are here taught our duty to our 
neighbour (v. 19): Love the stranger ; and, 
if the stranger, much more our brethren, 
as ourselves. If the Israelites that were such 
a peculiar people,so particularly distinguished 
from all people, must be kind to strangers, 
much more must we, that are not enclosed 
in such a pale; we must have a tender con- 
cern for all that share with us in the human 
nature, and as we have opportunity (that is, 
according to their necessities and our abili- 
ties) we must do good to ull men. Two argu- 
ments are here urged to enforce this duty :— 
(1.) God’s common providence, which ex- 
tends itself to all nations of men, they being 
all made of one blood. God loveth the stranger 
(v. 18), that is, he gives to all life, and breath, 
and all things, even to those that are Gen- 
tiles, and strangers to the commonwealth of Is- 
rael and to Israels God. He knows those 
perfectly whom we know nothing of. He 
gives food and raiment even to those to 
whom he has not shown his word and sta- 
tutes. God’s common gifts to mankind oblige 
us to honour all men. Or the expression 
denotes the particular care which Providence 
takes of strangers in distress, which we 
ought to praise him for (Ps. exlvi. 9, The 
Lord preserveth the strangers), and to imi- 
tate him, to serve him, and concur with him 
therein, being forward to make ourselves 
instruments in his hand of kindness to 
strangers. (2.) The afflicted condition which 
the Israelites theinselves had been in, when 
they were strangers in Egypt. {Those that 
have themselves been in distress, and have 
found mercey with God, should sympathize 
most feelingly with those that are in the like 
distress and be ready to show kindness to 
them. The people of the Jews, notwith- 
standing these repeated commands given them 
to be kind to strangers, conceived a rooted 
antipathy to the Gentiles, whom they looked 
upon with the utmost disdain, which made 
them envy the grace of God and the gospel 
of Christ, and this brought a final ruin upon 
themselves. 
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3. We are here taught our duty to our- 
selves (w. 16): Circumeise the foreskin of your 
hearts, that is, “ Cast away from you all cor- 
rupt affections and inclinations, which hinder 
you from fearing and loving God. Mortify 
the flesh with the lusts of it. Away with all 
filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, 
which obstruct the free course of the word of 
God to your hearts. Rest not in the cireum- 
cision of the body, which was only the sign, 
but be circumcised in heart, which is the 
thing signified.” See Rom. ii. 29. The com- 
mand of Christ goes further than this, and 
obliges us not only to cut off the foreskin of 
the heart, which may easily be spared, but to 
cut off the right hand and to pluck out the 
right eye that is an offence to us; the more 
spiritual the dispensation is the more spiritual 
we are obliged to be, and to go the closer in 
mortifying sin. And be no more stiff-necked, 
as they had been hitherto, ch. ix. 24. “Be 
not any longer obstinate against divine com- 
mands and corrections, but ready to comply 
with the will of God in both.” The circum- 
cision of the heart makes it ready to yield to 
God, and draw in his yoke. 

II. We are here most pathetically per- 
suaded to our duty. Let but reason rule us, 
and religion will. 

1. Consider the greatness and glory of 
God, and therefore fear him, and from that 
principle serve and obey him. What is it 
that is thought to make a man great, but 
great honour, power, and possessions? Think 
then how great the Lord our God is, and 
greatly to be feared. (1.) He has great ho- 
nour, a name above every name. He is God of 
gods, and Lord of lords, v.17. Angels are 
called gods, so are magistrates, and the Gen- 
tiles had gods many, and lords many, the 
creatures of their own fancy; but God is infi- 
nitely above all these nominal deities. What 
an absurdity would it be for them to worship 
other gods when the God to whom they had 
sworn allegiance was the God of gods! (2.) 
He has great power. He is a mighty God 
aud terrible (v. 17), who regardeth not per- 
sous. He has the power of a conqueror, and 
so he is terrible to those that resist him and 
rebel against him. He has the power of a 
judge, and so he is just to all those that ap- 
peal to him or appear before him. And it.s 
as much the greatness and honour of a judge 
to be impartial in his justice, without respect 
to persons or bribes, as it is to a general to 
be terrible to the enemy. Our God is both. 
(3.) He has great possessions. Heaven and 
earth are his (v. 14), and all the hosts and 
stars of both. Therefore he is able to bear 
us out in his service,and to make up the 
losses we sustain in discharging our duty to 
him. And yet therefore he has no need of 
us, nor any thing we have or can do; we are 
undone without him, but he is happy with- 
out us, which makes the condescensions of 
his grace, in accepting us and our services, 
truly admirable. Heaven and earth are his 
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possession, and yet the Lord’s portion is his 
people. 

2. Consider the goodness and grace of 
God, and therefore love him, and from that 
yrinciple serve and obey him. His goodness 
1s his glory as much as his greatness. (1.) 
He is good to all. Whomsoever he finds 
miserable, to them he will be found merci- 
ful: He executes the judgment of the father- 
less and widow, v.18. It is his honour to 
help the helpless, and to succour those that 
most need relief and that men are apt to do 
injury to, or at least to put a slight upon. 
See Ps. lxviii. 4, 5; cxlvi. 7, 9. (2.) But 
truly God is good to Israel in a special man- 
ner, and therefore they are under special ob- 
ligations to him: “ He is thy praise, and he 
is thy God, v. 21. Therefore love him and 
serve him, because of the relation wherein he 
stands to thee. He is thy God, a God in 
covenant with thee, and as such he is thy 
praise,” that is, [1.] “ He puts honour upon 
thee; he is the God in whom, all the day 
long, thou mayest boast that thou knowest 
him, and art known of him. If he is thy 
God, he is thy glory.” [2.] “ He expects 
honour from thee. He is thy praise,” that 
is, “ he is the God whom thou art bound to 
praise; if he has not praise from thee, 
whence may he expect it?” He inhabits the 
praises of Israel. Consider, First, The gra- 
cious choice he made of Israel, v. 15. “ He 
had a delight in thy fathers, and therefore 
chose their seed.” Not that there was any 
thing in them to merit his favour, or to re- 
commend them to it, but so it seemed good 
in his eyes. He would be kind to them, 
though he had no need of them. Secondly, 
The great things he had done for Israel, v. 
21, 22. He reminds them not only of what 
they had heard with their ears, and which 
their fathers had told them of, but of vhat 
they had seen with their eyes, and which 
they must tell their children of, particularly 
that within a few generations seventy souls 
(for they were no more when Jacob went 
down into Egypt) increased toa great nation, 
as the stars of heaven for multitude. And 
the more they were in number the more 
praise and service God expected from them ; 
yet it proved, as in the old world, that when 
they began to multiply they corrupted them- 
selves. 
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With this chapter Moses concludes his preface to the repetition of 
the statutes aad judgments which they must observe todo. He 
repeats the general charge (ver. 1), and, having in the close of 
the foregoing chapter begun to mention the great things God 
had done among them, in this, l. He specifies several of the great 
works God had done before their eyes, ver. 2—7. 11. He sets before 
them, for the future, life and death, the hlessing and the curse, 
according as they did, or did not, keep God’s commandments, 
that they should certainly prosper if they were obedient, should 
be blessed with plenty of all good things (ver. S—15), and with 
victory over their enemies, and the enlargement of their coast 
therehy, ver. 22—25. But their disobedience would undoubtedly 
be their ruin, ver. 16, 17. JIL. He directs them what means tu 
use that they might keep in mind the law of God, ver. 18—21. 
And, IV. Concludes all with solemnly charging them tv choose 
which they would have, the blessing or the curse, ver, 26, &c. 


HEREFORE thou shalt love the 
Lorp thy God, and keep his 
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- unto this day ; 
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charge, and his statutes, and his judg- 
ments, and hiscommandments, alway. 
2 And know ye this day: for I speak 
not with your children which have 
not known, and which have not seen 
the chastisement of the Lorp your 
God, his greatness, his mighty hand, 
and his stretched out arm, 3 And 
his miracles, and his acts, which he 
did in the midst of Egypt unto Pha- 
raoh the king of Egypt, and unto all 
his land; 4 And what he did unto 
the army of Egypt, unto their horses, 
and to their chariots; how he made 
the water of the Red sea to overflow 
them as they pursued after you, and 
how the Lorp hath destroyed them 
5 And what he did 
unto you in the wilderness, until ye 
came into this place; 6 And what 
he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the 
sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben: 
how the earth opened her mouth, and 
swallowed them up, and their house- 
holds, and their tents, and all the 
substance that was in their posses- 
sion, in the midst of all Israel; 7 
But your eyes have seen all the great 
acts of the Lorp which he did. 


Because God has made thee as the stars of 
heaven for multitude (so the preceding chapter 
concludes), therefore thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God (so this begins). ‘Those whom God 
has built up into families, whose beginning 
was small, but whose latter end greatly in- 
creases, should use that as an argument with 
themselves why they should serve God. 
Thou shalt kee» his charge, that is, the oracles 
of his word and ordinances of his worship, 
with which they were entrusted and for 
which they were accountable. It is a phrase 
often used concerning the office of the priests 
and Levites, for all Israel was a kingdom of 
priests, a holy nation. Observe the connec- 
tion of these two: Thou shalt love the Lord, | 
and keep his charge, since love will work in; 
obedience, and that only is acceptable obe- 
dience which flows from a principle of love. 
1 Jobn v. 3. 

Mention is made of the great and terrible 
works of God which their eyes had seen, v. 7. 
This part of his discourse Moses addresses 
to the seniors among the people, the elders in 
age; and probably the elders in office were 
so, and were now his immediate auditors: 
there were some among them that could re- 
member their deliverance out of Egypt, all 
above fifty, and to them he speaks this, not 
to the children, who knew it by hearsay only, 
v. 2. Note. Gad’s mercies to us when we 
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were young we should remember and retain 
the impressions of when we are old; what 
our eyes have seen, especially in our early 
days, has affected us, and should be improved 
by us long after. They had seen what ter- 
rible judgments God had executed upon the 
enemies of Israel’s peace, 1. Upon Pharaoh 
and the Egyptians that enslaved them. What 
a fine country was ruined and laid waste by 
one plague after another, to force Israel’s 
enlargement! v. 3. What a fine army was 
entirely drowned in the Red Sea, to prevent 
Israel’s being re-enslaved! v. 4. Thus did 
he give Egypt for their ransom, Isa. xliii. 3. 
Rather shall that famous kingdom be de- 
stroyed than that Israel shall not be delivered. 
2. Upon Dathan and Abiram that embroiled 
them. Remember what he did in the wilder- 
ness (v. 5), by how many necessary chastise- 
ments (as they are called, v. 2) they were kept 
from ruining themselves, particularly when 
those daring Reubenites defied the authority 
of Moses and headed a dangerous rebellion 
against God himself, which threatened the 
ruin of a whole nation, and might have ended 
in that if the divine power had not imme- 
diately crushed the rebellion by burying the 
rebels alive, them and all that was in their 
possession, v. 6. What was done against 
them, though misinterpreted by the disaf- 
fected party (Num. xvi. 41), was really done 
in mercy to Israel. To be saved from the 
mischiefs of insurrections at home is as great 
a kindness to a people, and therefore lays 
them under as strong obligations, as protec- 
tion from the invasion of enemies abroad. 


8 Therefore shall ye keep all the 
commandments which I command you 
this day, that ye may be strong, and 
go in and possess the land, whither 
ye go to possess it; 9 And that ye 
may prolong your days in the land, 
which the Lorp sware unto your fa- 
thers to give unto them and to their 
seed, a land that floweth with milk 
and honey. 10 For the land, whither 
thou goest in to possess it, is not as 
the land of Egypt, from whence ye 
came out, where thou sowedst thy 
seed, and wateredst ¿£ with thy foot, 
as a garden of herbs: 11 But the 
land, whither ye go to possess it, îs a 
land of hills and valleys, and drinketh 
water of the rain of heaven: 12 A 
land which the Lorp thy God careth 
for: the eyes of the Lorp thy.God 
are always upon it, from the begin- 
ning of the year even unto the end of 
the year. 13 And it shall come to pass, 
if ye shall hearken diligently unto miy 
commandments which I command 
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you this day, to love the Lorp your 
God, and to serve him with all your 
heart and with all your soul, 14 That 
I will give you the rain of your land 
in his due season, the first rain and 
the latter rain, that thou mayest ga- 
ther in thy corn, and thy wine, and 
thine oil. 15 And I will send grass 
in thy fields for thy cattle, that thou 
mayest eat and be full. 16 Take 
heed to yourselves, that your heart 
be not deceived, and ye turn aside, 
and serve other gods, and worship 
them; 17 And then the Lorn’s 
wrath be kindled against you, and he 
shut up the heaven, that there be no 
rain, and that the land yield not her 
fruit; and lest ye perish quickly from 
off the good land which the Lorp 
giveth you. 


Still Moses urges the same subject, as loth 
to conclude till he had gained his point. 
“ If thou wilt enter into life, if thou wilt enter 
into Canaan, a type of that life, and find it a 
good land indeed to thee, keep the command- 
ments: Keep all the commandments which I 
command you this day; love God, and serve 
him with all your heart.” 

I. Because this was the way to get and 
keep possession of the promised land. 1. It 
was the way to get possession (v. 8): That 
you may be strong for war, and so go in and 
possess it. So little did they know either of 
hardship or hazard in the wars of Canaan 
that he does not say they should go in and 
fight for it; no, they had nothing in effect to 
do but goin and possess it. He does not go 
about to teach them the art of war, how to 
draw the bow, and use the sword, and keep 
ranks, that they might be strong, and go in 
and possess the land; no, but let them keep 
God’s commandments, and their religion, 
while they are true to it, will be their 
strength, and secure their success. (2.) It 
was the way to keep possession (v. 9): That 
you may prolong your days in this land that 
your eye is upon. Sin tends to the shorten- 
ing of the days of particular persons and to 
the shortening of the days of a people’s pros- 
perity; but obedience will be a lengthening 
out of their tranquillity. 

II. Because the land of Canaan, into which 
they were going, had a more sensible de- 
pendence upon the blessing of heaven than 
the land of Egypt had, v. 10—12. Egypt 
was a country fruitful enough, but it was all 
flat, and was watered, not as other countries 
with rain (it is said of Egypt, Zech. xiv. 18, 
that it kas no rain), but by the overflowing 
of the river Nile at a certain season of the 
year, to the improving of which there was 
necessary a great deal of the art and labour 
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of the husbandman, so that in Egypt a man 
must bestow as much cost and pains upon a 
ficld as upon a garden of herbs. And this 
made them the more apt to imagine that the 
power of their own hands got them this 
wealth. But the land of Canaan was an un- 
even country, a land of hills and valleys, 
which not only gave a more pleasing prospect 
to the eye, but yielded a greater variety of 
soils for the several purposes of the husband- 
man. It was a land that had no great rivers 
in it, except Jordan, but drank water of the 
rain of heaven, and so, 1. Saved them a great 
deal of labour. While the Egyptians were 
ditching and guttering in the fields, up to the 
knees in mud, to bring water to their land, 
which otherwise would soon become like the 
heath in the wilderness, the Israelites could 
sit in their houses, warm and easy, and leave 
it to God to water their land with the former 
and the latter rain, which is called the river 
of God (Ps. lxv. 9), perhaps in allusion to, 
and contempt of, the river of Egypt, which 
Note, The 
better God has provided, by our outward 
condition, for our ease and convenience, the 
more we should abound in his service: the 
less we have to do for our bodies the more 
we should do for God and our souls. 2. So 
he directed them to look upwards to God, 
who giveth us rain from heaven and fruitful 
seasons (Acts xiv. 17), and promised to be 
himself as the dew unto Israel, Hos. xiv. 5. 
Note, (1.) Mercies bring with them the 
greatest comfort and sweetness when we see 
them coming from heaven, the immediate 
gifts of divine Providence. (2.) The closer 
dependence we have upon God the more 
cheerful we should be in our obedience to 
him. See how Moses here magnifies the 
land of Canaan above all other lands, that 
the eyes of God were always upon it, that is, 
they should be so, to see that nothing was 
wanting, while they kept close to God and 
duty; its frnitfulness should be not so much 
the happy effect of its soil as the immediate 
fruit of the divine blessing; this may be in- 
ferred from its present state, for it is said to 
be at this day, now that God has departed 
from it, as barren a spot of ground as per- 
haps any under heaven. Call it not Naomi: 
call it Marah. 

III. Because God would certainly bless 
them with an abundance of all good things 
if they would love him and serve him (. 
13—15): I will give you the rain of your land 
in due season, so that they should neither 
want it when the ground called for it nor 
have it in excess; but they should have the 
former rain, which fell at seed-time, and the 
latter rain, which fell before the harvest, 
Amosiv.7. This represented all the season- 
able blessings which God would bestow upon 
them, especially spiritual comforts, which 
should come as the latter and former rain, 
Hos. vi. 3. And the earth thus watered pro- 
duced, 1. Fruits for the service of man, corz 
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and wine, and oil, Ps. civ. 13—15. 2. Grass 
for the cattle, that they also might be ser- 
viceable to man, that he might eat of them and 
be full, v. 15. Godliness hath here the pro- 
mise of the life that now is; but the favour of 
God shall put gladness into the heart, more 
than the increase of corn, and wine, and 
oil will. 

IV. Because their revolt from God to idols 
would certainly be their ruin: Take heed that 
your hearts be not deceived, v. 16,17. All 
that forsake God to set their affection upon, 
or pay their devotion to, any creature, will 
find themselves wretchedly deceived to their 
own destruction; and this will aggravate it 
that it was purely for want of taking heed. 
A little care would have prevented their be- 
ing imposed upon by the great deceiver. ‘To 
awaken them to take heed, Moses here tells 
them plainly that if they should turn aside 
to other gods, 1. They wouid provoke the 
wrath of God against them; and who knows 
the power of that anger? 2. Good things 
would be turned away from them ; the heaven 
would withhold its rain, and then of course 
the earth would not yield its fruit. 3. Evil 
things would come upon them; they would 
perish quickly from off this good land. And 
the better the land was the more grievous it 
would be to perish from it. The goodness of 
the land would not be their security, when 
the badness of the inhabitants had made them 
ripe for ruin. 

18 Therefore shall ye lay up these 
my words in your heart and in your 
soul, and bind them for a sign upon 
your hand, that they may be as front- 
lets between your eyes. 19 And ye 
shall teach them your children, speak- 
ing of them when thou sittest in thine 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. 20 And thou shalt 
write them upon the door posts of 
thine house, and upon thy gates: 21 
That your days may be multiplied, 
and the days of your children, in the 
land which the Lorp sware unto your 
fathers to give them, as the days of 
heaven upon the earth. 22 For if 
ye shall diligently keep all these com- 
mandments which I command you, 
to do them, to love the Lorp your 
God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
cleave unto him; 23 Then will the 
Lorp drive out all these nations from 
before you, and ye shall possess greater 
nations and mightier than yourselves. 
24 Every place whereon the soles of 
your feet shall tread shall be your’s: 
from the wilderness and Lebanon, 

772 


DEUTERONOMY. 


B. C. 1451. 


from the river, the river Euphrates, 
even unto the uttermost sea shall your 
coast be. 25 There shall no man be 
able to stand before you: for the 
Lorp your God shall lay the fear of 
you and the dread of you upon all 
the land that ye shall tread upon. as 
he hath said unto you. 


Here, I. Moses repeats the directions he 
had given for the guidance and assistance of 
the people in their obedience, and for the 
keeping up of religion among them (v. 18— 
20), which is much to the same purport with 
what we had before, ch. vi. 6, &c. Let us 
all be directed by the three rules here given :— 
1. Let our hearts be filled with the word of 
God: Lay up these words in your heart and 
in your soul. ‘The heart must be the treasury 
or store-house in which the word of God 
must be laid up, to be used upon all occasions. 
We cannot expect good practices m the con- 
versation, unless there be good thoughts, 
good affections, and good principles, in the 
heart. 2. Let our eyes be fixed upon the 
word of God. “ Bind these words for a sign 
upon your hand, which is always in view (Isa. 
xlix. 16), and as frontlets between your eyes, 
which you cannot avoid the sight of; let 
them be as ready and familiar to you, and 
have your eye as constantly upon them, as if 
they were written upon your door-posts, and 
could not be overlooked either when you go 
out or when you come in.” Thus we must 
lay God’s judgments before us, having a con- 
stant regard to them, as the guide of our 
way, as the rule of our work, Ps. cxix. 30. 
3. Let our tongues be employed about the 
word of God. Let it be the subject of our 
familiar discourse, wherever we are; espe- 
cially with our children, who must be taught 
the service of God, as the one thing needful, 
much more needful than either the rules of 
decency or the calling they must live by in 
this world. Great care and pains must be 
taken to acquaint children betimes, and to 
affect them, with the word of God and the 
wondrous things of his law. Nor will any 
thing contribute more to the prosperity and 
perpetuity of religion in a nation than the 
good education of children: if the seed be 
holy, it is the substance of a land. 

II. He repeats the assurances he had before 
given them, in God’s name, of prosperity and 
success if they were obedient. 1. They should 
have a happy settlement, v 21. ‘Their days 
should be multiplied; and, when they were 
fulfilled, the days of their children likewise 
should be many, as the days of heaven, that 
is, Canaan should be sure to them and their 
heirs for ever, as long as the world stands, if 
they did not by their own sin throw them- 
selves out of it. 2. It should not be in the 
power of their enemies to give them any dis- 
turbance, nor make them upon any account 
uneasy. “If you will keep God’s command- 
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ments, and be careful to do your duty (v. 22), 
God will not only crown the labours of the 
husbandman with plenty of the fruits of the 
earth, but he will own and succeed the more 
glorious undertakings of the men of war. 
Victory shall attend your arms; which way 
soever they turn, God will drive out these 
nations, and put you in possession of their 
land,” v. 23, 24. ‘Their territories should be 
enlarged to the utmost extent of the promise, 
Gen. xv. 18. Andall their neighbours should 
stand in awe of them, v. 25. Nothing con- 
tributes more to the making of a nation con- 
siderable abroad, valuable to its friends and 
formidable to its enemies, than religion reign- 
ing in it; for who can be against those that 
have God for them? And he is certainly for 
those that are sincerely for him, Prov. xiv. 34. 


26 Behold, I set before you this 
day a blessing and a curse; 27 A 
blessing, if ye obey the command- 
ments of the Lorp your God, which 
I command you this day: 28 And a 
curse, if ye will not obey the com- 
mandments of the Lorp your God, 
but turn aside out of the way which 
I command you this day, to go after 
other gods, which ye have not known. 
29 And it shall come to pass, when 
the Lorp thy God hath brought thee 
in unto the land whither thou goest 
to possess it, that thou shalt put the 
blessing upon mount Gerizim, and 
the curse upon mount Ebal. 30 Are 
they not on the other side Jordan, 
by the way where the sun goeth down, 
in the land of the Canaanites, which 
dwell in the champaign over against 
Gilgal, beside the plains of Moreh? 
31 For ye shall pass over Jordan to 
go in to possess the land which the 
Lorp your God giveth you, and ye 
shall possess it, and dwell therein. 32 
And ye shall observe to do all the 
statutes and judgments which I set 
before you this day. 

Here Moses concludes his general exhorta- 
tion to obedience; and his management is 
very affecting, and such as, one would think, 
should have engaged them for ever to God, 
and should have left impressions upon them 
never to be worn out. 

I. He sums up all his arguments for obe- 
dience in two words, the blessing and the curse 
(v. 26), that is, the rewards and the punish- 
ments, as they stand in the promises and the 
threatenings, which are the great sanctions 


of the law, taking hold of hope and fear, those 
tvo handles of the soul, by which it is caught, 


held, and managed. ‘These two, the blessing 
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and the curse, he set before them, that is, 1. 
He explained them, that they might know 
them; he enumerated the particulars con- 
tained both in the blessing and in the curse. 
that they might see the more fully how de- 
sirable the blessing was, and how dreadful 
the curse. 2. He confirmed them, that they 
might believe them, made it evident to them, 
by the proofs he produced of his own com- 
mission, that the blessing was not a fool’s 
paradise, nor the curse a bugbear, but that 
both were real declarations of the purpose of 
God concerning them. 3. He charged them 
to choose which of these they would have, so 
fairly does he deal with them, and so far is 
he from putting out the eyes of these men, as 
he was charged, Num. xvi. 14. They and 
we are plainly told on what terms we stand 
with Almighty God. (1.) If we be obedient 
to his laws, we may be sure of a blessing, v. 
27. But, (2.) If we be disobedient, we may 
be as sure of a curse, v. 28. Say you to the 
righteous (for God has said it, and all the world 
cannot unsay it) that it shall be well with them: 
but woe to the wicked, it shall be ill with them. 

II. He appoints a public and solemn pro- 
clamation to be made of the blessing and 
curse which he had set before them, upon the 
two mountains of Gerizim and Ebal, v. 29, 
30. We have more particular directions for 
this solemnity in ch. xxvii. 11, &c., and an 
account of the performance of it, Josh. viii. 
33, &c. It was to be done, and was done, 
immediately upon their coming into Canaan, 
that when they first took possession of that 
land they might know upon what terms they 
stood. ‘The place where this was to be done 
is particularly described by Moses, though 
he never saw it, which is one circumstance 
among many that evidences his divine in- 
structions. It is said to be near the plain, 
or oaks, or meadows, of Moreh, which was 
one of the first places that Abraham came to 
in Canaan ; so that in sending them thither, 
to hear the blessing and the curse, God re- 
minded them of the promise he made to Abra- 
ham in that very place, Gen. xii. 6,7. The 
mention of this appointment here serves, 1. 
For the encouragement of their faith in the 
promise of God, that they should be masters 
of Canaan quickly. Do it (says Moses) on 
the other side Jordan (v. 30), for you may 
be confident you shall pass over Jordan, 
v. 31. The institution of this service to be 
done in Canaan was an assurance to them 
that they should be brought into possession 
of it, and a token like that which God gave 
to Moses (Exod. iii. 12): You shall serve 
God upon this mountain. And, 2. It serves 
for an engagement upon them to be obedient, 
that they might escape that curse, and ob- 
tain that blessing, which, besides what they 
had already heard, they must shortly be wit- 
nesses to the solemn publication of (v. 32): 
“ You shall observe to do the statutes and judg- 
ments, that you may not in that solemnity be 
witnesses against yourselves.” 
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Moses at this chapter comes tothe particalar statutes which he 
had to give im charge to Israel, and be begins with those which 
relate to the worship of God, and particnlarly thase which ex- 
plain the second commandment, absat which God is in a special 
manner jealous, h They must utterly destroy all relics and 
remains of idolatry, yer. 1--3. I. They must keep close to the 


tabernacle, ver. 4,5. The former precept was intended to pre- 
vent all false worship, the latter to preserve the worship God had 
instituted. By this fatter law, 1. ‘They are commanded to bring 


all their offeriugs to the altar of God, and all their boly things 
to the place which he should choose, ver. 6, 7, 11, 12, 14, 19, 
26—23. 2. They are forbidden, in general, todo as they now did 
in the wilderness (ver. $—H1), and as the Canaanites had done 
(ver. 29—32), and, in particular, to eat the hallowed things ar 
their own honses (ver. 13, 17, 18), or to forsake the instituted 
ministry, ver. 19. 3. They are permitted to eat flesh as common 
food at their own houses, provided they do not eat the blood, 
ver. 15, 16, and again, ver. 20—26, 


HESE are the statutes and judg- 

ments, which ye shall observe 
to do in the land, which the Lorp 
God of thy fathers giveth thee to 
possess it, all the days that ye live 
upon the earth. 2 Ye shall utterly 
destroy all the places, wherein the 
nations which ye shall possess served 
their gods, upon the high mountains, 
and upon the hills, and under every 
green tree: 3 And ye shall overthrow 
their altars, and break their pillars, 
and burn their groves with fire; and 
ye shall hew down the graven images 


of their gods, and destroy the names 


of them out of that place. 4 Ye shall 
not do so unto the Lorp your God. 


From those great original truths, That 
there is a God, and that there is but one 
God, arise those great fundamental laws, 
That that God is to be worshipped, and he 
only, and that therefore we are to have no 
other God before him: this is the first com- 
mandment, and the second is a guard upon 
it, or a hedge about it. To prevent a revolt 
to false gods, we are forbidden to worship the 
true God in such a way and manner as the 
false gods were worshipped in, and are com- 
manded to observe the instituted ordinances 
of worship that we may adhere to the proper 
object of worship. For this reason Moses 
is very large in his exposition of the second 
commandment. What is contained in this 
and the four following chapters mostly refers 
to that. These are statutes and judgments 
which they must observe to do (v. 1), 1. In 
the days of their rest and prosperity, when 
they should be masters of Canaan. We 
must not think that our religion is instituted 
only to be our work in the years of our servi- 
tude, our entertainment in the places of our 
solitude, and our consolation in afiliction ; 
no, when we come to possess a good land, 
still we must keep up the worship of God in 
Canaan as well as in a wilderness, when we 
have grown up as well as when we are 
children, when we are full of business as 
well as when we have nothing else to do. 
2. All the days, as long as you live upon the 
earth. While we are here in our state of trial, 
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we must continue in our obedience, even to 
the end, and never leave our duty, nor grow 
weary of well-doing. Now, 

I. They are here charged to abolish and 
extirpate all those things that the Canaanites 
had served their idol-gods with, v. 2, 3. 
Here is no mention of idol-temples, which 
countenances the opinion some have, that 
the tabernacle Moses reared in the wilder- 
ness was the first habitation that ever was 
made for religious uses, and that from it 
temples took their rise. But the places that 
had been used, and were now to be levelled, 
were enclosures for their worship on moun- 
tains and hills (as if the height of the ground 
would give advantage to the ascent of their 
devotions), and under green trees, either 
because pleasant or because awful : whatever 
makes the mind easy and reverent, contracts 
and composes it, was thought to befricnd 
devotion. The solemn shade and silence of 
a grove are still admired by those that are 
disposed to contemplation. But the advan- 
tages which these retirements gave to the 
Gentiles in the worship of their idols was 
that they concealed those works of darkness 
which could not bear the light; and there- 
fore they must all be destroyed, with the 
altars, pillars, and images, that had been 
used by the natives in the worship of their 
gods, so as that the very names of them 
might be buried in oblivion, and not only 
not be remembered with respect, but not re- 
membered at all. They must thus consult, 
1. The reputation of their land; let it never 
be said of this holy land that it had heen 
thus polluted, but let all these dunghills be 
carried away, as things they were ashamed 
of. 2. The safety of their religion ; let none 
be left remaining, lest profane unthinking 
people, especially in degenerate ages, should 
make use of them in the service of the God 
of Israel. Let these pest-houses be demo- 
lished, as things they were afraid of. He 
begins the statutes that relate to divine wor- 
ship with this, because there must first be 
an abhorrence of that which is evil before 
there can be a steady adherence to that which 
is good, Rom. xii. 9. The kingdom of God 
must be set up, both in persons and places, 
upon the ruins of the devil’s kingdom ; for 
they cannot stand together, nor can there be 
any communion between Christ and Belial. 

II. They are charged not to transfer the 
rites and usages of idolaters into the worship 
of God; no, not under colour of beautifying 
and improving it (v. 4): You shall not do so 
to the Lord your God, that is, “you must 
not think to do honour to him by offering 
sacrifices on mountains and hills, erecting 
pillars, planting groves, and setting up images; 
no, you must not indulge a luxurious fancy in 
your worship, nor think that whatever pleases 
that will please God: he is ubove all gods, and 
will not be worshipped as other gods are.” 


5 But unto the place which the 
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Lorp your God shall choose out of 
all your tribes to put his name there, 
even unto his habitation shall ye seek, 
and thither thou shalt come: 6 And 
thither ye shall bring your burnt of- 
ferings, and your sacrifices, and your 
tithes, and heave offerings of your 
hand, and your vows, and your free- 
will offerings, and the firstlings of your 
herds and of your flocks: 7 And there 
ye shall eat before the Lorp your 
God, and ye shall rejoice in all that 
ye put your hand unto, ye and your 
households, wherein the Lorp thy 
God hath blessed thee. 8 Ye shall 
not do after all the things that we do 
here this day, every man whatsoever 
is right in his own eyes. 9 For ye 
are not as yet come to the rest and 
to the inheritance, which the Lorp 
` your God giveth you. 10 But when 
ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the 
land which the Lorp your God giveth 
you to inherit, and when he giveth 
you rest from all your enemies round 
about, so that ye dwell in safety; 
11 Then there shall be a place which 
the Lorp your God shall choose to 
cause his name to dwell there; thither 
shall ye bring all that J command you; 
your burnt offerings, and your sacri- 
fices, your tithes, and the heave of- 
fering of your hand, and all your 
choice vows which ye vow unto the 
Lorp: 12 And ye shall rejoice before 
the Lorp your God, ye, and your 
sons, and your daughters, and your 
menservants, and your maidservants, 
and the Levite that is within your 
gates; forasmuch as he hath no part 
nor inheritance with you. 13 Take 
heed to thyself that thou offer not thy 
burnt offerings in every place that 
thou seest: 14 Butin the place which 
the Lorp shall choose in one of thy 
tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt 
offerings, and there thou shalt do all 
that I command thee. 15 Notwith- 
standing thou mayest kill and eat flesh 
in all thy gates, whatsoever thy soul 
lusteth after, according to the blessing 
of the Lorp thy God which he hath 
given thee: the unclean and the clean 
may eat thereof, as of the roebuck, 
and as of the hart. 16 Only ye shall 
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Where sacrifices must be offered. 
not eat the blood; ye shall pour it 
upon the earth as water. 17 Thou 
mayest not eat within thy gates the 
tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of 
thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds 
or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows 
which thou vowest, nor thy freewill 
offerings, or heave offering of thine 
hand: 18 But thou must eat them 
before the Lorp thy God in the place 
which the Lorp thy God shall choose, 
thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, 
and thy manservant, and thy maid- 
servant, and the Levite that zs within 
thy gates: and thou shalt rejoice be- 
fore the Lorp thy God in all that 
thou puttest thine hands unto. 19 
Take heed to thyself that thou forsake 
not the Levite as long as thou livest 
upon the earth. 20 When the Lorp 
thy God shall enlarge thy border, as 
he hath promised thee, and thou shalt 
say, I will eat flesh, because thy soul 
longeth to eat flesh ; thou mayest eat 
flesh, whatsoever thy soul lusteth af- 
ter. 21 If the place which the Lorp 
thy God hath chosen to put his name 
there be too far from thee, then thou 
shalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, 
which the Lorp hath given thee, as I 
have commanded thee, and thou shalt 
eat in thy gates whatsoever thy soul 
lusteth after. 22 Even as the roebuck 
and the hart is eaten, so thou shalt 
eat them: the unclean and the clean 
shall eat of them alike. 23 Only be 
sure that thou eat not the blood: for 
the blood zs the life; and thou mayest 
not eat the life with the flesh. 24 
Thou shalt not eat it; thou shalt pour 
it upon the earth as water. 25 Thou 
shalt not eat it; that it may go well 
with thee, and with thy children after 
thee, when thou shalt do that which 
is rightin the sight of the Lorp. 26 
Only thy holy things which thou hast, 
and thy vows, thou shait take, and go 
unto the place which the Lorp shall 
choose: 27 And thou shalt offer thy 
burnt offerings, the flesh and the 
blood, upon the altar of tne Lorp thy 
God: aná the blood of thy sacrifices 
shall be poured out upon the altar of 
the Lorp thy God, and thou shalt 
eat the flesh. 28 Observe and hear 
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all these words which I command 
thee, that it may go well with thee, 
and with thy children after thee for 
ever, when thou doest that which is 
good and right in the sight of the 
Lor» thy God. 29 When the Lorp 
thy God shall cut off the nations from 
before thee, whither thou goest to 
possess them, and thou succeedest 
them, and dwellest in their land; 30 
Take heed to thyself that thou be not 
snared by following them, after that 
they be destroyed from before thee ; 
and that thou enquire not after their 
gods, saying, How did these nations 
serve their gods? even so will I do 
likewise. 31 Thou shalt not do so 
unto the Lorp thy God: for every 
abomination to the Lorn, which he 
hateth, have they done unto their 
gods; for even their sons and then 
daughters they have burnt in the fire 
to their gods. 32 What thing soever 
I command you, observe to do it: 
thou shalt not add thereto, nor di- 
minish from it. 


There is not any one particular precept (as 
I remember) in all the law of Moses so 
largely pressed and inculeated as this, by 
which they are all tied to bring their sacri- 
fices to that one altar which was set up in 
the court of the tabernacle, and there to 
perform all the rituals of their religion ; for, 
as to moral services, then, no doubt, as now, 
men might pray every where, as they did in 
their synagogues. ‘The command to do this, 
and the prohibition of the contrary, are here 
repeated again and again, as we teach child- 
ren: and yet we are sure that there is in scrip- 
ture no vain repetition ; but all this stress is 
laid upon it, 1. Because of the strange prone- 
ness there was in the hearts of the people to 
idolatry and superstition, and the danger of 
their being seduced by the many tempta- 
tions which they would be surrounded with. 
2. Because of the great use which the ob- 
gervance of this appointment would be of 
to them, both to prevent the introducing of 
corrupt customs into their worship and to 
preserve among them unity and brotherly 
love, that, meeting all in one place, they 
might continue both of one way and of one 
heart. 3. Because of the significancy of 
this appointment. They must keep to one 
place, in token of their belief of those two 
great truths, which we find together (1 Tim. 
i. 5), That there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and man. It not only 
served to keep up the notion of the unity of 
the Godhead, but was an intimation to them 
(though they could not stedfastly discern it) 
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| of the one only way of approach to God and 
communion with him, in and by the Messiah. 
| Let us now reduce this long charge to its 
proper heads. 
| I. It is here promised that when they were 
settled in Canaan, when they had rest from 
their enemies, and dwelt in safety, God would 
choose a certain place, which he would ap- 
point to be the centre of their unity, to 
which they should bring all their offerings. 
v. 10,11. Observe, 1. If they must be tied 
to one place, they should not be left in doubt 
concerning it, but should certainly know 
what place it was. Had Christ intended, 
under the gospel, to make any one place 
such a seat of power as Rome pretends to 
be, we should not have been left so destitute 
of instruction as we are concerning the ap- 
| pointed place. 2. God does not leave it to 
them to choose the place, lest the tribes 
should have quarrelled about it, each striving, 
for their secular advantage, to have it among 
them; but he reserves the choice to himself, 
as he does the designation of the Redeemer 
and the institution of holy ordinances. 3. 
He does not appoint the place now, as he 
had appointed mounts Gerizim and Ebal, 
for the pronouncing of the blessings and 
curses (ch. xi. 29), but reserves the doing 
of it till hereafter, that hereby they might 
be made to expect further directions from 
heaven, and a divine conduct, after Moses 
should be removed. The place which God 
would choose is said to be the place where 
he would put his name, that is, which he 
would have to be called his, where his ho- 
nour should dwell, where he would manifest 
himself to his people, and make himself 
known, as men do by their names, and 
where he would receive addresses, by which 
his name is both praised and called upon. 
It was to be his habitation, where, as King 
of Israel, he would keep cuurt, and be found 
by all those that reverently sought him. 
The ark was the tokcn of God’s presence, 
and where that was put there God put his 
name, and that was his habitation. It con- 
tained the tables of the law; for none must 
expect to receive favours from God’s hand 
but those that are willing to receive the law 
from his mouth. The place which God first 
chose for the ark to reside in was Shiloh ; 
and, after that place had sinned away its 
honours, we find the ark at Kirjath-jearm 
and other places; but at length, in David’s 
time, it was fixed at Jerusalem, and God 
said concerning Solomon’s temple, more ex- 
pressly than ever he had said concerning any 
other place, This I have chosen for a house 
of sacrifice, 2 Chron. vii. 12. Compare 2 
Chron. vi. 5. Now, under the gospel, we 
have no temple that sanctifies the gold, no 
altar that sanctifies the gift, but Christ only; 
and, as to the places of worship, the prophets 
foretold that in every place the spiritual in- 
cense should be offered, Mal. i. 11. And our 
Saviour has declared that those are accepted 
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as true worshippers who worship God in 
sincerity and truth, without regard either to 
this mountain or Jerusalem, John iv. 23. 

II. They are commanded to bring all their 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices to this place 
that God would choose (v. 6 and again v. 11): 
Thither shall you bring all that I command 
you; and (v. 14), There thou shalt offer thy 
burat offerings; and (v. 27), The flesh and 
the blood must be offered upon ihe altar of the 
Lord thy God. And of their peace-offerings, 
here-called their sacrifices, though they were 
to eat the flesh, yet the blood was to be poured 
out upon the altar. By this they were taught 
that sacrifices and offerings God did not 
desire, nor accept, for their own sake, nor 
for any intrinsic worth in them, as natural 
expressions of homage and adoration; but 
that they received their virtue purely from 
the altar on which they were offered, as it 
typified Christ ; whereas prayers and praises, 
as much more necessary and valuable, were 
to be offered every day by the people of God 
wherever they were. A devout Israelite 
might honour God, and keep up communion 
with him, and obtain mercy from him, though 
he had not an opportunity, perhaps, for many 
months together, of bringing a sacrifice to 
his altar. But this signified the obligation 
we Christians are under to offer up all our 
spiritual sacrifices to God in the name of 
Jesus Christ, hoping for acceptance only 
upon the score of his mediation, 1 Pet. il. 5. 

III. They are commanded to feast upon 
their hallowed things before the Lord, with 
holy joy. They must not only bring to the 
altar the sacrifices which were to be offcred 
to God, but they must bring to the place of 
the altar all those things which they were ap- 
pointed by the law to eat and drink, to the 
honour of God, in token of their communion 
with him, v.6. Their tithes, and heave-offerings 
of their kand, that is, their first-fruits, their 
vows, and /free-will-offerings, and firsthngs, 
all those things which were to be religiously 
made use of cither by themsclves or by the 
priests and Levites, must be brought to the 
place which God would choose ; as all the re- 
venues of the crown, from all parts of the king- 
dom, are brought into the exchequer. And 
(v.7): There you shall eat before the Lord, and 
rejoice in all that you put your hands unto ; 
and again (v. 12), You shall rejoice before 
the Lord, you, and your sons, and your daugh- 
ters. Observe here, 1. That what we do in 
the service of God and to his glory redounds 
to our benefit, if it be not our own fault. 
Those that sacrifice to God are welcome to 
eat before him, and to feast upon their sacri- 
fices : he sups with us, and we with him, Rev. 
ili, 20. If we glorify God, we edify our- 
selves, and cultivate our own minds, through 
the grace of God, by the increase of our 
knowledge and faith, the enlivening of de- 
vout affections, and the confirming of gra- 
cious habits and resolutions: thus is the 
soul nourished. 2. That work for God 
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should be done with holy joy and cheerful- 
ness. You shall eat and rejoice, v. 7, and 
again, v. 12 and v.18. (1.) Now while they 
were before the Lord they must rejoice, v. 12. 
It is the will of God that we should serve 
him with gladness; none displeased him 
more than those that covered his altar with 
tears, Mal. il. 13. See what a good Master 
we serve, who has made it our duty to sing 
at our work. Even the children and servants 
must rejoice with them before God, that the 
services of religion might be a pleasure to 
them, and not a task or drudgery. (2.) They 
must carry away with them the grateful relish 
of that delight which they found in com- 
munion with God; they must rejoice in all 
that they put their hands unto, v. 7. Some 
of the comfort which they had had in the 
business of religion they must take with 
them into their common employments ; and, 
being thus strengthened in soul, whatever 
they did they must do it heartily and cheer- 
fully. And this holy pious joy in God and 
his goodness, with which we are to rejoice 
evermore, would be the best preservative 
against the sin and snare of vain and carnal 
mirth and a relief against the sorrows of the 
world. 

IV. They are commanded to be kind to 
the Levites. Did they feast with joy? The 
Levites must feast with them, and rejoice 
with them, v. 12, and again, v. 18; and a 
general caution (v. 19), Take heed that thox 
Jorsake not the Levite as long as thou livest. 
There were Levites that attended the altar as 
assistants to the priests, and these must not 
be forsaken, that is, the service they per- 
formed must be constantly adhered to; no 
other altar must be set up than that which 
God appointed; for that would be to forsake 
the Levites. But this seems to be spoken of 
the Levites that were dispersed in the coun- 
try to instruct the people in the law of God, 
and to assist them in their devotions; for it 
is the Levite within their gates that they are 
here commanded to make much of. It is a 
great mercy to have Levites near us, within 
our gates, that we may ask the law at their 
mouth, and at our feasts to be a check upon 
us, to restrain excesses. And it is the duty 
of people to be kind to their ministers that 
give them good instructions and set them 
good examples. As long as we live we shall 
need their assistance, till we come to that 
world where ordinances will be superseded ; 
and therefore as long as we live we must not 
forsake the Levites. The reason given (v. 12) 
is because the Levite has no part nor inherit- 
ance with you, so that he cannot grow rich 
by husbandry or trade; let him therefore 
share with you in the comfort of your riches. 
They must give the Levites their tithes and 
offerings, settled on them by the law, because 
they had no other maintenance. 

V. They are allowed to eat common flesh, 
but not the flesh of their offerings, in their 
own houses, wherever they dwelt. What 
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was any way devoted to God they must not 
eat at home, v. 13,17. But what was not so 
devoted they might kill and cat of at their 
pleasure, v.15. And this permission is again 
“peated, v. 20—22. It should seem that 
while they were in the wilderness they did 
not eat the flesh of any of those kinds of 
heasts that were used in sacrifice, but what 
was killed at the door of the tabernacle, and 
part of it presented to God as a peace- 
offering, Lev. xvii. 3, 4. But when they 
came to Canaan, where they must live at a 
great distance from the tabernacle, they might 
kill what they pleased for their own use of 
their flocks and herds, without bringing part 
to the altar. This allowance is very express, 
and repeated, lest Satan should take occa- 
sion from that law which forbade the eating 
of their sacrificcs at their own houses to sug- 
gest to them, as he did to our first parents, 
hard thoughts of God, as if he grudged them 
the enjoyment of what he had given them: 
Thou mayest eat whatsoever thy soul lusteth 
after, There is a natura] regular appetite, 
which it is lawful to gratify with temperance 
and sobriety, not taking too great a pleasure 
in the gratification, nor being uneasy if it be 
crossed. ‘The unclean, who might not eat of 
the holy things, yet might eat of the same 
sort of flesh when it was only used as com- 
mon food. The distinction between clean 
persons and unclean was sacred, and designed 
for the preserving of the honour of their holy 
feasts, and therefore must not be brought 
into their ordinary meals. This permission 
has a double restriction :—1. They must eat 
according to the blessing which God had 
given them, v. 15. Note, It is not only our 
wisdom, but our duty, to live according to 
our estates, and not to spend above what we 
have. As itis unjust on the one hand to 
hoard what should be laid out, so it is much 
more unjust to lay out more than we have; 
for what is not our own must needs be an- 
other’s, who is thereby robbed and de- 
frauded. And this, I say, is much more 
unjust, because it is easier afterwards to dis- 
tribute what has been unduly spared, and so 
to make a sort of restitution for the wrong, 
than it is to repay to wife, and children, and 
creditors, what has been unduly spent. Be- 
tween these two extremes let wisdom find 
the mean, and then let watchfulness and re- 
solution keep it. 2. They must not eat 
blood (v. 16, and again, v. 23): Only be sure 
that thou eat not the blood (v. 24), Thou shalt 
not eat it; and (v. 25), Thou shalt not eat it, 
that it may go well with thee. When they 
could not bring the blood te the altar, to 
pour it out there before the Lord, as belong- 
ing to him, they must pour it out upon the 
earth, as not belonging to them, beeause it 
was the life, and therefore, as an acknow- 
ledgment, belonged to him who gives life, 
and, as an atonement, belonged to him to 
whom life is forfeited. Bishop Patrick thinks 
one reason why they were forbidden thus 
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strictly the eating of blood was to prever:t 
the superstitions of the old idolaters about 
the biood of their sacrifices, which they 
thought their demons delighted in, and by 
eating of which they imagined that they had 
communion with them. 

VI. They are forbidden to keep up either 
their own corrupt usages in the wilderness 
or the corrupt usages of their predecessors in 
the land of Canaan. 

1. They must not keep up those improper 
customs which they had got into in the’wil- 
derness, and which were connived at in con- 
sideration of the present unsettledness of 
their condition (v. 8, 9): You shall not do 
after all the things that we do here this day. 
Never was there a better governor than Mo- 
ses, and one would think never a better op- 
portunity of keeping up good order and dis- 
cipline than now among the people of Israel, 
when they lay so closely encamped under 
the eye of their governor; and yet it seems 
there was much amiss and many irregulari- 
ties had crept in among them. We must 
never expect to see any society perfectly pure 
and right, and as it should be, till we come 
to the heavenly Canaan. They had sacrifices 
and religious worship, courts of justice and 
civil government, and, by the stoning of the 
man that gathered sticks on the sabbath day, 
it appears there was great strictness used in 
guarding the most weighty matters of the 
law; but being frequently upon the remove, 
and always at uncertainty, (1.) They could 
none of them observe the solemn feasts, and 
the rites of cleansing, with the exactness 
that the law required. And, (2.) Those 
among them that were disposed to do amiss 
had opportunity given them to do it un- 
observed by the frequent interruptions which 
their removals gave to the administration oś 
justice. But (says Moses) when you come 
to Canaan, you shall not do as we do “ere. 
Note, When the people of God are in an un- 
settled condition, that may be tolerated and 
dispensed with which would by no means be 
allowed at another time. Cases of necessity 
are to be considered while the necessity con- 
tinues; but that must not be done in Ca- 
naan which was done in the wilderness. 
While a house is in the building a great dea: 
of dirt and rubbish are suffered to lie by it, 
which must all be taken away when the 
house is built. Moses was now about to lay 
down his life and government, and ıt was a 
comfort to him to foresee that Israel would 
be better in the next reign than they had 
been in his. 

2. They must not worship the Lord by 
any of those rites or ceremonies which the 
nations of Canaan had made use of in the 
service of their gods, v. 29—32. They must 
not so much as enquire into the modes and 
forms of idolatrous worship. What good 
would it do to them to know those depths of 
Satan? Rev. ii. 24. It is best to be igno- 
rant of that which there is danger of being 
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infected by. They must not introduce the 
customs of idolaters, (1.) Because it would 
be absurd to make those their patterns whom 
God had made their slaves and captives, cut 
off, and destroyed from before them. The 
Canaanites had not flourished and prospered 
so much in the service of their gods as that 
the Israelites should be invited to take up 
their customs. Those are wretchedly be- 
sotted indeed who will walk in the way of 
sinners, after they have seen their end. (2.) 
Because some of their customs were most 
barbarous and inhuman, and such as 
trampled, not only upon the light and law of 
nature, but upon natural affection itself, as 
burning their sons and their daughters in the 
fire to their gods (w. 31), the very mention of 
which is sutiicient to make it odious, and 
possess us with a horror of it. (3.) Because 
their idolatrous customs were an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, and the translating of them 
into his worship would make even that an 
abomination and an affront to him by which 
they should give him honour, and by which 
they hoped to obtain his favour. ‘The case 
is bad indeed when the sacrifice itself has 
become an abomination, Prov. xv. 8. He 
therefore concludes (v. 32) with the same 
caution concerning the worship of God which 
he had before given concerning the word of 
God (ch. iv. 2): “ You shall not add thereto any 
inventions of your own, under pretence of 
making the ordinance either more significant 
or more magnificent, nor diminish from it, 
under pretence of making it more easy and 
practicable, or of setting aside that which 
may be spared; but observe to do all that, 
and that only, which God has commanded.” 
We may then hope in our religious worship 
to obtain the divine acceptance when we ob- 
serve the divine appointment. God will have 
his own work done in his own way. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Moses is still upon that necessary subject cuncerning the peril of 
idolatry. In the close of the foregoing chapter he had cautioned 
them against the peril that might arise from their predecessors 
the Canaanites. In this chapter he cautions them against the rise 
of idolatry from among themselves; they must take heed lest any 
should draw them to idolatry, I. By the pretence of prophecy, 
ver. ]—5. ll. By the pretence of friendship and relation, ver. 
6—1l. Il. By the pretence of numbers, ver. 12—18. But ia all 
these cases the temptation must be resolutely resisted and the 
tempters punished and cut off. 


F there arise among you a prophet, 
or a dreamer of dreams, and giv- 
eth thee a sign or a wonder, 2 And 
the sign or the wonder come to pass, 
whereof he spake unto thee, saying, 
Let us go after other gods, which thou 
hast not known, and let us serve 
them; 3 Thou shalt not hearken unto 
the words of that prophet, or that 
dreamer of dreams: for the Lorp 
your God proveth you, to know whe- 
ther ye love the Lorn your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul. 
4 Ye shall walk after the Lorp your 
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God, and fear him, and keep his com- 
mandments, and obey his voice, and 
ye shall serve him, and cleave unto 
him. 5 And that prophet, or that 
dreamer of dreams, shall be put to 
death; because he hath spoken to 
turn you away from the Lorp your 
God, which brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, and redeemed you out 
of the house of bondage, to thrust 
thee out of the way which the Lorp 
thy God commanded thee to wall in. 
So shalt thou put the evil away from 
the midst of thee. 

Here is, I. A very strange supposition, v. 
1,2. 1. It is strange that there should arise 
any among themselves, especially any pre- 
tending to vision and prophecy, who should 
instigate them to go and serve other gods. 
Was it possible that any who had so much 
knowledge of the methods of divine revelation 
as to be able to personate a prophet should 
yet have so little knowledge of the divine 
nature and will as to go himself and entice 
his neighbours after other gods ? Could an 
Israelite ever be guilty of such impiety? 
Could a man of sense ever be guilty of such 
absurdity? We see it in our own day, and 
therefore may think it the less strange; mul- 
titudes that profess both learning and religion 
yet exciting both themselves and others, not 
only to worship God by images, but to give 
divine honour to saints and angels, which is 
no better than going after other gods to serve 
them ; such is the power of strong delusions. 
2. It is yet more strange that the sign or 
wonder given for the confirmation of this 
false doctrine should come to pass. Can it 
be thought that God himself should give any 
countenance to such a vile proceeding? Did 
ever a false prophet work a true miracle? It 
is only supposed here for two reasons :—(1.) 
To strengthen the caution here given against 
hearkening to such aone. “Though it were 
possible that he should work a true miracle, 
yet you must not believe him if he tell you 
that you must scrve other gods, for the divine 
law against that is certainly perpetual and 
unalterable.” The supposition is like that 
in Gal. i. 8, If we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach uny other gospel to you—which does 
not prove it possible that an angel should 
preach another gospel, but strongly expresses 
the certainty and perpetuity of that which 
we have received. So here, (2.) It is to for- 
tify them against the danger of impostures 
and lying wonders (2 Thess. ii. 9): “ Suppose 
the credentials he produces be so artfully 
counterfeited that you cannot discern the 
cheat, nor disprove them, yet, if they are in- 
tended to draw you to the service of other 
gods, that alone is sufficient to disprove them; 
no evidence can be admitted against so clear 
a truth as that of the unity of the Godhead, 
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and so plain a law as that of worshipping the 
one only living and true God.” We cannot 
suppose that the God of truth should set his 
seal of miracles to a lie, to so gross a lie as 
is supposed in that temptation, Let us go 
after other gods. But if it be asked, Why is 
this false prophet permitted to counterfeit 
this broad seal? It is answered here (w. 3): 
‘The Lord your God proveth you. We suffers 
you to be set upon by such a temptation to 
try your constancy, that both those that are 
perfect and those that are false and corrupt 
may be made manifest. It is to prove you; 
therefore see that you acquit yourselves well 
in the trial, and stand your ground. 

II. Here is a very necessary charge given 
in this case, 

1. Not to yield to the temptation: “ Thou 
shalt not hearken to the words of that prophet, 
v. 3. Not only thou shalt not do the thing 
he tempts thee to, but thon shalt not so much 
as patiently hear the temptation, but reject it 
with the utmost disdain and detestation. 
Such a suggestion as this is not to be so 
much as parleyed with, but the ear must be 
stopped against it. Get thee behind me, Sa- 
fan.’ Some temptations are so grossly vile 
that they will not bear a debate, nor may we 
so much as give them the hearing. What 
follows (v. 4), You shall walk after the Lord, 
may be looked upon, (1.) As prescribing a 
preservative from the temptation: “ Keep 
close to your duty, and you keep out of 
harm’s way. God never leaves us till we 
leave him. Or, (2.) As furnishing us with an 
answer to the temptation; say, “It is written, 
Thon shalt walk after the Lord, and cleave 
unto him ; and therefore what have I to do 
with idols ?” 

2. Not to spare the tempter, v. 5. That 
prophet shall be put to death, both to punish 
him for the attempt he has made (the seducer 
must die, though none were seduced by him— 
a design upon the crown is treason) and to 
prevent his doing further mischief. This is 
called putting away the evil. There is no way 
of removing the guilt but by removing the 
guilty ; if such a criminal be not punished, 
those that should punish him make them- 
selves responsible. And thus the mischief 
must be put away ; the infection must be kept 
from spreading by cutting off the gangrened 
limb, and putting away the mischief-makers. 
Such dangerous diseases as these must be 
taken ın time. 

6 If thy brother, the son of thy 
mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, 
or the wife of thy bosom, or thy 
friend, which is as thine own soul, 
entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go 
and serve other gods, which thou 
hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; 
7 Namely, of the gods of the people 
which are round about you, nigh unto 
thee, or far off from thee, from the 
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one cnd of the earth even unto the 
other end of the earth; 8 Thou shalt 
not conscnt unto him, nor hearken 
unto him ; neither shall thine eye pity 
him, neither shalt thou spare, neither 
shalt thou conceal him: 9 But thou 
shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall 
be first upon him to put him to death, 
and afterwards the hand of all the 
people. 10 And thou shalt stone him 
with stones, that he die; because he 
hath sought to thrust thee away from 
the Lorp thy God, which brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, from 
the house of bondage. 11 And all Is- 
rael shall hear, and fear, and shail do 
no more any such wickedness as this 
is among you. 

Further provision is made by this branch 
of the statute against receiving the infection of 
idolatry from those that are nearand dear tous. 

I. It is the policy of the tempter to send 
his solicitations by the hand of those whom 
we love, whom we least suspect of any ill de- 
sign upon us, and whom we are desirous to 
please and apt to conform ourselves to. ‘The 
enticement here is supposed to come from a 
brother or child that are near by nature, from 
a wife or friend that are near by choice, and 
are to us as our own souls, v. 6. Satan tempted 
Adam by Eve and Christ by Peter. We 
are therefore concerned to stand upon our 
guard against a bad proposal when the per- 
son that makes it can pretend to an interest 
in us, that we may never sin against God in 
compliment to the best friend we have in the 
world. The temptation is supposed to be 
private: he will entice thee secretly, implying 
that idolatry is a work of darkness, which 
dreads the light and covets to be concealed, 
and in which the sinner promises himself, and 
the tempter promises him, secrecy and se- 
curity. Concerning the false gods proposed 
to be served, 1. The tempter suggests that 
the worshipping of these gods was the com- 
mon practice of the world ; and, if they 
limited their adorations to an invisible Deity, 
they were singular, and like nobody, for 
these gods were the gods of the people round 
about them, and indeed of all the nations of 
the earth, v.7. This suggestion draws many 
away from religion and godliness, that it is 
an unfashionable thing; and they make their 
court to the world and the flesh because 
these are the gods of the people that are round 
about them. 2. Moses suggests, in opposition 
to this, that it had not been the practice of 
their ancestors; they are gods which thou 
hast not known, thou nor thy fathers. ‘Those 
that are born of godly parents, and have been 
educated in pious exercises, when they are 
enticed to a vain, loose, careless way of living, 
should remembcr that those are ways which 


B.C. 1451. CHAP 


they have not known, they nor their fathers 
And will they thus degenerate? 

II. It is our duty to prefer God and re- 
ligion before the best friends we have in the 
world. 1. We must not, in complaisance to 
our friends, break God’s law (v. 8): “ Thou 
shalt not consent to him, nor go with him to 
his idolatrous worship, no, not for company, 
or curiosity, or to gain a better interest in his 
affections.” It is a general rule, If sinners 
entice thee, consent thou not, Prov. i. 10. 2. 
We must not, in compassion to our friends, 
obstruct the course of God’s justice. He 
that attempts such a thing must not only be 
looked upon as an enemy, or dangerous per- 
son, whom one should be afraid of, and swear 
the peace against, but as a criminal or traitor, 
whom, in zeal for our sovereign Lord, his 
crown and dignity, we are bound to inform 
against, and cannot conceal without incurring 
the guilt of a great misprision (v. 9): Thou 
shalt surely kill him. By this law the persons 
enticed were bound to prosecute the seducer, 
and to give evidence against him before the 
proper judges, that he might suffer the 
penalty of the law, and that without delay, 
which the Jews say is here intended in that 
phrase, as it is in the Hebrew, killing thou 
shalt kill kim. Neither the prosecution nor 
the execution must be deferred ; and he that 
was first in the former must be first in the 
latter, to show that he stood to his testimony : 
“ Thy hand shall be first upon him, to mark him 
out as an anathema, and then the hands of 
all the people, to put him away as an accursed 
thing.’ The death he must die was that 
which was looked upon among the Jews as 
the severest of all deaths. He must be 
stoned: and his accusation written is that he 
has sought to thrust thee away, by a kind of 
violence, from the Lord thy God, v. 10. 
Those are certainly our worst enemies that 
would thrust us from God, our best friend; 
and whatever draws us to sin, separates be- 
tween us and God, is a design upon our life, 
and to be resented accordingly. And, lastly, 
here is the good effect of this necessary exe- 
cution (v. 11): All Israel shall hear and fear. 
They ought to hear and fear ; for the punish- 
ment of crimes committed is designed in 
terrorem—to terrify, and so to prevent their 
repetition. And it is to be hoped they will 
hear and fear, and by the severity of the 
punishment, especially when it is at the pro- 
secution of a father, a brother, or a friend, 
will be made to conceive a horror of the sin, 
as exceedingly sinful, and to be afraid of 
incurring the like punishment themselves. 
Smite the scorner that sins presumptuously, 
and the simple, that is in danger of sinning 
carelessly, will beware. 

12 If thou shalt hear say in one of 
thy cities, which the Lorp thy God 
hath given thee to dwell there, saying, 
13 Certain men, the children of Be- 
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and have withdrawn the inhabitants 
of their city, saying, Let us go and 
serve other gods, which ye have not 
known; 14 Then shalt thou enquire, 
and make search, and ask diligently ; 
and, behold, ¿f it be truth, and the 
thing certain, éhat such abomina- 
tion is wrought among you; 15 Thou 
shalt surely smite the inhabitants of 
that city with the edge of the sword, 
destroying it utterly, and all that zs 
therein, and the cattle thereof, with 
the edge of the sword. 16 And thou 
shalt gather all the spoil of it into 
the midst of the street thereof, and 
shalt burn with fire the city, and all 
the spoil thereof every whit, for the 
Lorp thy God: and it shall be a 
heap for ever; it shall not be built 
again. 17 And there shall cleave 
nought of the cursed thing to thine 
hand: that the Lorp may turn from 
the fierceness of his anger, and show 
thee mercy, and have compassion 
upon thee, and multiply thee, as he 
hath sworn unto thy fathers; 18 
When thou shalt hearken to the 
voice of the Lorp thy God, to keep 
all his commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day, to do that which is 
right in the eyes of the Lor thy God. 

Here the case is put of a city revolting 
from its allegiance to the God of Israel, and 
serving other gods. 

J. The crime is supposed to be committed, 
1. By one of the cities of Israel, that lay 
within the jurisdiction of their courts. The 
church then judged those only that were within, 
1 Cor. v. 12,13. And, even when they were 
ordered to preserve their religion in the first 
principles of it by fire and sword, yet they 
were not allowed by fire and sword to pro- 
pagate it. Those that are born within the al- 
legiance of a prince, if they take up arms 
against him, are dealt with as traitors, but 
foreign invaders are not so. ‘The city that is 
here supposed to have become idolatrous is 
one that formerly worshipped the true God 
but had now withdrawn to other gods, which 
intimates how great the crime is, and how sore 
the punishment will be, of those that, after they 
have known the way of righteousness, turn 
aside from it, 2 Pet.ii.21. 2. Itis supposed 
to be committed by the generality of the 
inhabitants of the city, for we may conclude 
that, if a considerable number did retain 
their integrity, those only that were guilty 
were to be destroyed, and the city was to 
be spared for the sake of the righteous in 
it; for will not the Judge of all the earth do 
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right ? No doubt he will. 3. They are sup- 
posed to be drawn to idolatry by certain men, 
the children of Belial, men that would endure 
no yoke (so it signifies), that neither fear God 
nor regard man, but shake off all restraints 
of law and conscience, and are perfectly lost 
to all manner of virtue; these are those that 
say, “ Let us serve other gods,” that will 
not only allow, but will countenance and en- 
courage, our immoralities. Belial is put for 
the devil (2 Cor. vi. 15), and the children of 
Belial are his children. ‘These withdraw the 
inhabitants of the city; for a little of this old 
leaven, when it is entertained, soon leavens 
the whole lump. 

II. The cause is ordered to be tried with a 
great deal of care (v. 14): Thou shalt enquire 
and make search. They must not proceed 
upon common fame, or take the information 
by hearsay, but must examine the proofs, 
and not give judgment against them unless 
the evidence was clear and the charge fully 
made out. God himself, before he destroyed 
Sodom, is said to have come down to see 
whether its crimes were according to the cla- 
mour, Gen. xviii. 21. In judicial processes it 
is requisite that time, and care, and pains, be 
taken tu find out the truth, and that search 
be made without any passion, prejudice, or 
partiality. The Jewish writers say that, 
though particular persons who were idolaters 
might be judged by the inferior courts, the 
defection of a city was to be tried by the 
great Sanhedrim; and, if it appeared that they 
were thrust away to idolatry, two learned men 
were sent to them to admonish and reclaim 
them. If they repented, all would be well; if 
not, then all Israel must go up to war against 
them, to testify their indignation against 
idolatry and to stop the spreading of the 
contagion. 

II. If the crime were proved, and the 
criminals were incorrigible, the city was to 
be wholly destroyed. If there were a few 
righteous men in it, no doubt they would 
remove themselves and their families out of 
such a dangerous place, and then all the in- 
habitants, men, women, and children, must 
be put to the sword (v. 15), all the spoil of 
the city, both shop-goods and the furniture 
of houses, must be brought into the market- 
place and burned, and the city itself must be 
laid in ashes and never built again, v. 16. 
The soldiers are forbidden, upon pain of 
death, to convert any of the plunder to their 
own use, v.17. It was a devoted thing, and 
dangerous to meddle with, as we find in the 
case of Achan. Now, 1. God enjoins this 
severity to show what a jealous God he is in 
the matters of his worship, and how great a 
crime it is to serve other gods. Let men 
know that God will not give his glory to an- 
other, nor his praise to graven images. 2. 
He expects that magistrates, having their 
honour and power from him, should be con- 
cerned for his honour, and use their power 
for terror to evil doers, else they bear the 
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sword in yain. 3. ‘The faithfu) worshippers 
of the true God must take all occasions to 
show their just indignation against idolatry, 
much more against atheism, infidelity, and 
irreligion. 4. It is here intimated that the 
best expedient for the turning away of God’s 
anger from a land is to execute justice upon 
the wicked of the land (v.17), that the Lord 
may turn from the fierceness of his anger, 
which was ready to break out against the 
whole nation, for the wickedness of that one 
apostate city. It is promised that, if they 
would thus root wickedness out of their land, 
God would multiply them. They might 
think it impolitic, and against the interest of 
their nation, to ruin a whole city for a crime 
relating purely to religion, and that they 
should be more sparing of the blood of Is- 
raelites: “ Fear not that” (says Moses), “ God 
will multiply you the more; the body of your 
nation will lose nothing by the letting out ot 
this corrupt blood.” Lastly, Though we do 
not find this law put in execution in all the 
history of the Jewish church (Gibeah was 
destroyed, not for idolatry, but immorality), 
yet for the neglect of the execution of it upon 
the inferior cities that served idols God him- 
self, by the army of the Chaldeans, put it in 
execution upon Jerusalem, the head city, 
which, for its apostasy from God, was utterly 
destroyed and laid waste, and lay in ruins 
seventy years. ‘Though idolaters may escape 
punishment from men (nor is this law in the 
letter of it binding now, under the gospel), 
yet the Lord our God will not suffer them to 
escape his righteous judgments. The New 
Testament speaks of communion with idola- 
ters as a sin which, above any other, provokes 
the Lord to jealousy, and dares him as if we 
were stronger than he, 1 Cor. x. 21, 22. 
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Moses in this chapter teaches them, 1. To distinguish themselves 
from their neighbours by a singularity, 1. In their mourning, 
ver. 1,2. 2. In their meat, ver. 3—21. II. To devote themselves 
unto Ged, and, in token of that, to give him his dues out of their 
estates, the yearly tithe, and that every third year, for the main- 
ae of their religious feasts, the Levites, and the poor, ver. 

E are the children of the Lorp 
your God: ye shall not cut 
yourselves, nor make any baldness 

between your eyes for the dead. 2 

For thou art a holy people unto the 

Lorp thy God, and the Lorp hath 

chosen thee to be a peculiar people 

unto himself, above all the nations 
that are upon the earth. 3 Thou 
shalt not eat any abominable thing. 

«+ These are the beasts which ye shall 

eat: the ox, the sheep, and the goat, 

5 The hart, and the roebuck, and the 

fallow deer, and the wild goat, and the 

yygarg, and the wild ox, and the cha- 
mois. 6 And every beast that parteth 
the hoof, and cleaveth the cleft into 
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two claws,and cheweth thecud among 
the beasts, that ye shall eat. 7 Ne- 
vertheless these ye shall not eat of 
them that chew the cud, or of them 
that divide the cloven hoof; as the 
camel, and the hare, and the coney : 
for they chew the cud, but divide not 
the hoof; therefore they are unclean 
unto you. 8 And the swine, }ecause 
it divideth the hoof, yet cheweth not 
the cud, it 7s unclean unto you: ye 
shall not eat of their flesh, nor touch 
their dead carcase. 9 These ye shall 
eat of all that are in the waters: all 
that have fins and scales shall ye eat : 
10 And whatsoever hath not fins and 
scales yemay noteat; itis unclean unto 
you. 11 Of all clean birds ye shall 
eat. 12 But these are they of which 
ye shall not eat: the eagle, and the 
ossifrage, and the ospray, 13 And 
the glede, and the kite, and the vul- 
ture after his kind, 14 And every 
raven after his kind, 15 And the owl, 
and the night hawk, and the cuckow, 
and the hawk after his kind, 16 The 
little owl, and the great owl, and the 
swan, 17 And the pelican, and the 
gier eagle, and the cormorant, 18 
And the stork, and the heron after 
her kind, and the lapwing, and the 
bat. 19 And every creeping thing 
that flieth ¿s unclean unto you: they 
shall not be eaten. 20 But of all 
clean fowls ye may eat. 21 Ye shall 
not eat of any thing that dieth of 
itself: thou shalt give it unto the 
stranger that is in thy gates, that he 
may eat it; or thou mayest sell it unto 
an alien: for thou aré a holy people 
unto the Lorp thy God. Thou shalt 
not seethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 


Moses here tells the people of Israel, 

I. How God had dignified them, as a pe- 
culiar people, with three distinguishing pri- 
vileges, which were their honour, and figures 
of those spiritual blessings in heavenly things 
with which God has in Christ blessed us. 
1. Here is election: The Lord hath chosen 
thee, v. 2. Not for their own merit, nor for 
any good works foreseen, but because he 
would magnify the riches of his power and 
grace among them. He did not choose them 
because they were by their own dedication 
and subjection a peculiar people to him above 
other nations, but he chose them that they 
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lievers chosen, Eph. i. 4. 2. Here is adop- 
tion (v. 1): “ You are the children of the Lord 
your God, formed by him into a people, 
owned by him as his people, nay, his family, 
a people near unto him, nearer than any 
other.” Israel is my son, my first-born ; not 
because he needed children, but because they 
were orphans, and needed a father. Every 
Israelite is indeed a child of God, a partaker 
of his nature and favour, his love and blessing - 
Behold what manner of love the Father has 
bestowed upon us! 3. Here is sanctification 
(v. 2): ‘ Thou art a holy people, separated and 
set apart for God, devoted to his service, de- 
signed for his praise, governed by a holy law, 
graced by a holy tabernacle, and the holy or- 
dinances relating to it.” God’s people are 
under the strongest obligations to be holy, 
and, if they are holy, are indebted to the 
grace of God that makes them so. The Lord 
has set them apart for himself, and qualified 
them for his service and the enjoyment of 
him, and so has made them holy to himself. 
Il. How they ought to distinguish them- 
selves by a sober singularity from all the na- 
tions that were about them. And, God 
having thus advanced them, let not them de- 
base themselves by admitting the supersti- 
tious customs of idolaters, and, by making 
themselves like them, put themselves upon 
tne level with them. Be you the children of 
the Lord your God ; so the Seventy read it, 
as a command, that is, ‘‘ Carry yourselves as 
becomes the children of God, and do nothing 
to disgrace the honour and forfeit the privi- 
leges of the relation.” In two things par- 
ticularly they must distinguish themselves :— 
1. In their mourning: You shall not cut 
yourselves, v. l. This forbids (as some think), 
not only their cutting themselves at their 
funerals, either to express their grief or with 
their own blood to appease the infernal deities, 
but their wounding and mangling themselves 
in the worship of their gods, as Baal’s pro- 
phets did (1 Kings xviii. 28), or their mark- 
ing themselves by incisions in their flesh for 
such and such deities, which in them, above 
any, would be an inexcusable crime, who in 
the sign of circumcision bore about with 
them in their bodies the marks of the Lord 
Jehovah. So that, (1.) They are forbidden 
to deform or hurt their own bodies upon any 
account. Methinks this is like a parent’s 
charge to his little children, that are foolish, 
careless, and wilful, and are apt to play with 
knives: Children, you shall not cut yourselves. 
This is the intention of those commands 
which oblige us to deny ourselves; the true 
meaning of them, if we understood them 
aright, would appear to be, Do yourselves no 
harm. And this also is the design of those 
providences which most cross us, to remove 
from us those things by which we are in 
danger of doing ourselves harm. Knives are 
taken from us, lest we should cut ourselves. 
Those that are dedicated to God as a holy 


might be so by his grace; and thus were be- | people must do nothing to disfigure them- 
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selves; the body is for the Lord, and is to 
ne used accordingly. (2.) They are forbidden 
to disturb and affliet their own minds with 
inordinate grief for the loss of near and dear 
relations: “ You shall not express or exas- 
perate your sorrow, even upon the most 
mournful occasions, by cutting yourselves, 
and making baldness between your eyes, like 
men enraged, or resolvedly hardened in sor- 
row for the dead, as those that have no hope,” 
1 Thess. iv. 13. It is an excellent passage 
which Mr. Ainsworth here quotes from one 
of the Jewish writers, who understands this 
as a law against immoderate grief for the 
death of our relations. Jf your father (for 
instance) die, you shall not cut yourselves, that 
is, you shall not sorrow more than is meet, for 
you are not fatherless, you have a Father, who 
is great, living, and permanent, even the holy 
blessed God, whose children you are, v. 1. 
But an infidel (says he), when his father dies, 
hath no father that can help him in time of 
need; for he hath said to a stock, Thou art 
ny father, and to a stone, Thou hast brought 
me forth (Jer. ii. 27); therefore he weeps, cuts 
himself, and makes himself bald. We that 
have a God to hope in, and a heaven to hope 
for, must bear up ourselves with that hope 
under every burden of this kind. 

2. They must be singular in their meat. 
Observe, 

(1.) Many sorts of flesh which were whole- 
some enough, and which other people did 
commonly eat, they must religiously abstain 
from as unclean. This law we had before 
Lev. xi. 2, where it was largely opened. It 
seems plainly, by the connection here, to be 
intended as a mark of peculiarity; for their 
observance of it would cause them to be 
taken notice of in all mixed companies as a 
separate people, and would preserve them 
from mingling themselves with, and con- 
forming themselves to, their idolatrous neigh- 
bours [1.] Concerning beasts, here is a 
more particular enumeration of those which 
they were allowed to eat than was in Leviticus, 
to show that they had no reason to complain 
of their being restrained from eating swines’ 
flesh, and hares, and rabbits (which were all 
that were then forbidden, but are now com- 
monly used), when they were allowed so 
great a variety, not only of that which we call 
butcher’s meat (v. 4), whieh alone was offered 
in sacrifice, but of venison, which they had 
great plenty of in Canaan, the hurt, and the 
roe-buck, and the fallow deer (v. 5). which, 
though never brought to God’s altar, was 
allowed them at their own table. See ch. 
xii. 22. When of all these (as Adam of every ı 
tree of the garden) they might freely eat, those 
were inexcusable who, to gratify a perverse 
appetite, or (as should seem) in honour of 
their idols, and in participation of their 
idola‘rous sacrifices, ate swines’ flesh, and 
had broth of abominable things (made so hy 
this law) in their vessels, Isa. lxv. 4. [2.] 
Concerning fish there is only one general 
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rule given, that whatsoever had not fins and 
scales (as shell-fish and eels, besides leeches 
and other animals in the water that are not 
proper food) was unclean and forbidden, v. 9, 
10. [3.] No general rule is given concern- 
ing fowl, but those are particularly mentioned 
that were to be unclean to them, and there 
are few or none of them which are here for- 
bidden that are now commonly eaten; and 
whatsoever is not expressly forbidden is al- 
lowed, v. 11—20. Of all clean fowls you may 
eat. [4.] They are further forbidden, First, 
To eat the flesh of any creature that died of 
itself, because the blood was not separated 
from it, and, besides the ceremonial unclean- 
ness which it lay under (from Lev. xi. 39), it 
is not wholesome food, nor ordinarily used 
among us, except by the poor. Secondly, To 
seethe a kid in its mother’s milk, either to 
gratify their own luxury, supposing it a 
dainty bit, or in conformity to some super- 
stitions custom of the heathen. The Chaldee 
paraphrasts read it, Thou shalt not eat flesh- 
meats and milk-meats together; and so it 
would forbid the use of butter as sauce to 
any flesh. 

(2.) Now as to all these precepts concern- 
ing their food, [1.] It is plain in the law it- 
self that they belonged only to the Jews, and 
were not moral, nor of perpetual use, because 
not of universal obligation; for what they 
might not eat themselves they might give to 
a stranger, a proselyte of the gate, that had 
renounced idolatry, and therefore was per- 
mitted to live among them, though not cir- 
cumcised; or they might sell it to an alien, 
a mere Gentile, that came into their country 
for trade, but might not settle in it, v. 21. 
They might feed upon that which an Israelite 
might not touch, which is a plain instance of 
their peculiarity, and their being a holy people. 
[2.] It is plain in the gospel that they are 
now antiquated and repealed. For every 
creature of God is good, and nothing now to 
be refused, or calied common and unclean, 
1 Tim. iv. 4. 

22 Thou shalt truly tithe all the 
increase of thy seed, that the field 
bringeth forth year by year. 23 And 
thou shalt eat before the Lorp thy 
God, in the place which he shall 
choose to place his name there, the 
tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of 
thine oil, and the firstlings of thy 
herds and of thy flocks; that thou 
mayest learn to fear the Loro thy 
God always, 24 Andif the way be 
too long for thee, so that thou art not 
able to carry it; or if the place be 
too far from thee, which the Lorp 
thy God shall choose to set his name 
there, when the Lorp thy God hath 
blessed thee: 25 Then shalt thou 
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turn ¿é into money, and bind up the 
money in thine hand, and shalt go 
unto the place which the Lorp thy 
God shall choose: 26 And thou 
shalt bestow that money for whatso- 
ever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, 
or for sheep, or for wine, or for strong 
drink, or for whatsoever thy soul de- 
sireth : and thou shalt eat there before 
the Lorp thy God, and thou shalt 
rejoice, thou, and thy household, 27 
And the Levite that ¿s within thy 
gates; thou shalt not forsake him; 
for he hath no part nor inheritance 
with thee. 28 At the end of three 
years thou shalt bring forth all the 
tithe of thine increase the same year, 
and shalt lay iż up within thy gates : 
29 And the Levite, (because he hath 
no part nor inheritance with thee,) 
and the stranger, and the fatherless, 
and the widow, which are within thy 
gates, shall come, and shall eat and 
be satisfied; that the Lorn thy God 
may bless thee in all the work of 
thine hand which thou doest. 


We have here a part of the statute con- 
cerning tithes. ‘The productions of the 
ground were twice tithed, so that, putting 
both together, a fifth part was devoted to 
God out of their increase, and only four 
parts of five were for their own common use; 
and they could not but own they paid an 
easy rent, especially since God’s part was 
disposed of to their own benefit and advan- 
tage. The first tithe was for the mainte- 
nance of their Levites, who taught them the 
good knowledge of God, and ministered to 
them in holy things; this is supposed as an- 
ciently due, and is entailed upon the Levites 
as an inheritance, by that law, Num. xviii. 
24, &c. But it is the second tithe that is 
here spoken of, which was to be taken out 
of the remainder when the Levites had had 
theirs. 

I. They are here charged to separate it, 
and set it apart for God: Thou shalt truly 
tithe all the increase of thy seed, v. 22. The 
Levites took care of their own, but the se- 
parating of this was left to the owners them- 
selves, the law encouraging them to be ho- 
nest by reposing a confidence in them, and 
so trying their fear of God. They are com- 
manded to tithe frudy, that is, to be sure to 
do it, and to do it faithfully and carefully, 
that God’s part might not be diminished 
either with design or by oversight. Note, 
We must be sure to give God his full dues 
out of our estates; for, being but stewards 
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II. They are here directed how to dispose 
of it when they had separated it. Let every 
man lay by as God prospers him and gives 
him success, and then let him lay out in 
pious uses as God gives him opportunity ; 
and it will be the easier to lay out, and the 
proportion will be more satisfying, when first 
we have laid by. ‘This second tithe may be 
disposed ot, 

1. In works of piety, for the first two 
years after the year of release. ‘They must 
bring it up, either in kind or in the full 
value of it, to the place of the sanctuary, and 
there must spend it in holy feasting before 
the Lord. If they could do it with any 
convenience, they must bring it in kind 
(wv. 23); but, if not, they might turn it into 
money (v. 24, 25), and that money must be 
laid out in something to feast upon before 
the Lord. The comfortable cheerful using 
of what God has given us, with temperance 
and sobriety, is really the honouring of God 
with it. Contentment, holy joy, and thank- 
fulness, make every meal a religious feast. 
The end of this law we have (w. 23): That 
thou mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God 
always ; it was to keep them right and firm 
to their religion, (1.) By acquainting them 
with the sanctuary, the holy things, and the 
solemn services that were there performed. 
What they read the appointment of in their 
Bibles, it would do them good to see the ob- 
servance of in the tabernacle; it would make 
a deeper impression upon them, which would 
keep them out of the snares of the idolatrous 
customs. Note, It will have a good influ- 
ence upon our constancy in religion never ‘to 
forsake the assembling of ourselves together, 
Heb. x. 25. By the comfort of the com- 
munion of saints, we may be kept to our 
communion with God. (2.) By using them 
to the most pleasant and delightful services 
of religion. Let them rejoice before the 
Lord, that they may learn to fear him always. 
The more pleasure we find in the ways ot 
religion the more likely we shall be to perse- 
vere in those ways. One thing they must 
remember in their pious entertainments—to 
bid their Levites welcome to them. ‘Thou 
shalt not forsake the Levites (v. 27): “ Let 
him never be a stranger to thy table, espe- 
cially when thon eatest before the Lord.” 

2. Every third year this tithe must be dis- 
posed of at homein works of charity (v. 28, 29): 
Lay it up within thy own gates, and let it be 
given to the poor, who, knowing the provi- 
sion this law had made for them, no doubt 
would come to seek it; and, that they might 
make the poor familiar to them and not dis- 
dain their company, they are here directed to 
welcome them to their houses. ‘ Thither let 
them come, and eat and be satisited.” In 
this charitable distribution of the second 
tithe they must have an eye to the poor mi- 
nisters and add to their encouragement by 
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but to put a respect upon them, and so to| God blesseth thee, as he promised 


invite them to turn proselytes), and then to 
the fetherless and widow, who, though per- 
haps they might have a competent mainte- 
nance left them, yet could not be supposed 
to live so plentifully and comfortably as they 
had done in months past, and therefore they 
were to countenance them, and help to make 
them easy by inviting them to this enter- 
tainment. God has a particular care for 
widows and fatherless, and he requires that 
we should have the same. Itis his honour, 
and will be ours, to help the helpless. And 
if we thus serve God, and do good with 
what we have, it is promised here that the 
Lord our God will bless us in all the work of 
our hand. Note, (1.) The blessing of God 
is all in all to our outward prosperity, and, 
without that blessing, the work of our hands 
which we do will bring nothing to pass. (2.) 
The way to obtain that blessing is to be dili- 
gent and charitable. The blessing descends 
upon the working hand: “ Expect not that 
God should bless thee in thy idleness and 
love of ease, but in all the work of thy hand.” 
It is the hand of the diligent, with the bless- 
ing of God upon it, that makes rich, Prov. x. 
4, 22. And it descends upon the giving 
hand; he that thus scatters certainly in- 
creases, and the liberal soul will be made fat. 
It is an undoubted truth, though little be- 
lieved, that to be charitable to the poor, and 
to be free and generous in the support of re- 
ligion and any good work, is the surest and 
safest way of thriving. What is lent to the 
Lord will be repaid with abundant interest. 
See Ezek. xliv. 30. 


CHAP. XV. 


In this chapter Moses gives orders, 1. Concerning the release of 
debts, every seventh year (ver. 1—6), with a caution that this 
should be no hindrance to charitahle lending, ver. 7—11. il. 
Concerning the release of servants after seven years’ service, ver. 
12—18. lil. Concerning the sanctification of the tirstlings of 
cattle to God, ver. 19, &c. 

T the end of every seven years 
thou shalt make a release. 2 

And this is the manner of the release : 

Every creditor that lendeth aught 

unto his neighbour shall release zt ; 

he shall not exact ¿t of his neighbour, 
or of his brother ; because it is called 
the Lorn’s release. 3 Of a foreigner 
thou mayest exact it again: but that 
which is thine with thy brother thine 
hand shall release; 4 Save when 
there shall be no poor among you; 
for the Lorp shall greatly bless thee 
in the land which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance to pos- 
sess it: 5 Only if thou carefully 
hearken unto the voice of the Lorp 
thy God, to observe to do all these 
commandments which I command 
thee this day. 6 For the Lorn thy 
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thee: and tbou shait lend unto many 
nations, but thou shalt not borrow; 
and thou shait reign over many na- 
tions, but they shall not reign over 
thee. 7 If there be among you a poor 
man of one of thy brethren within any 
of thy gates in thy land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, thou shalt 
not harden thine heart, nor shut thine 
hand from thy poor brother: 8 
But thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto him, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need, iz that which 
he wanteth. 9 Beware that there be 
not a thought in thy wicked heart, 
saying, ‘The seventh year, the year of 
release, is at hand; and thine eye be 
evil against thy poor brother, and thou 
givest him not; and he cry unto the 
Lorp against thee, and it be sin unto 
thee. 10 Thou shalt surely give him, 
and thine heart shall not be grieved 
when thou givest unto him: because 
that for this thing the Lorp thy God 
shall bless thee in all thy works, and 
in all that thou puttest thine hand 
unto. 11 For the poor shall never 
cease out of the land: therefore I 
command thee, saying, Thou shalt 
open thine hand wide unto thy bro- 
ther, to thy poor, and to thy needy, 
in thy land. 


Here is, I. A law for the relief of poor 
debtors, such (we may suppose) as were in- 
solvent. Every seventh year was a year of 
release, in which the ground rested from 
being tilled and servants were discharged 
from their services; and, among other acts 
of grace, this was one, that those who had 
borrowed money, and had not been able to 
pay it before, should this year be released 
from it; and though, if they were able, they 
were afterwards bound in conscience to repay 
it, yet thenceforth the creditor should never 
recover it by law. Many good expositors 
think it only forbids the exacting of the debt 
in the year of release, because, no harvest 
being gathered in that year, it could not be 
expected that men should pay their debts 
then, but that afterwards it might be sued 
for and recovered: so that the release did 
not extinguish the debt, but only stayed the 
process for atime. But others think it was 
a release of the debt for ever, and this sesms 
more probable, yet under certain limitations 
expressed or implied. It is supposed (w. 3) 
that the debtor was an Israelite (an ahen 
could not take the benefit of this law) and 
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that he was poor (v. 4), that he did not bor- 
row for trade or purchase, but for the sub- 
sistence of his family, and that now he could 
not pay it without reducing himself to po- 
verty and coming under a necessity of seek- 
ing relief in other countries, which might be 
his temptation to revolt from God. The 
law is not that the creditor shall not receive 
the debt if the debtor, or his friends for him, 
can pay it; but he shall not exact it bya 
legal process. ‘The reasons of this law are, 
1. To put an honour upon the sabbatical 
year: Because it is called the Lord’s release, 
v. 2. That was God’s year for their land, as 
the weekly sabbath was God’s day for them- 
selves, their servants, and cattle; and, as by 
the resting of their ground, so by the re- 
lease of their debts, God would teach them 
to depend upon his providence. This year 
of release typified the grace of the gospel, in 
which is proclaimed the acceptable year of 
the Lord, and by which we obtain the re- 
lease of our debts, that is, the pardon of our 
sins, and we are taught to forgive injuries, 
as we are and hope to be forgiven of God. 
2. It was to prevent the falling of any Israel- 
ite into extreme poverty: so the margin 
reads (v. 4), To the end there shall be no poor 
among you, none miserably and scandalously 
poor, to the reproach of their nation and re- 
ligion, the reputation of which they ought to 
preserve. 3. God’s security is here given 
by a divine promise that, whatever they lost 


by their poor debtors, it should be made up | ficient, v. 8. 


to them im the blessing of God upon all they 
had and did, v. 4—6. Let them take care 
to do their duty, and then God would bless 
them with such great increase that what they 
might lose by bad debts, if they generously 
remitted them, should not be missed out of 
their stock at the year’s end. Not only, the 
Lord shall bless thee (v. 4), but he doth bless 
thee, v. 6. It is altogether inexcusable 
if, though God has given us abundance, so 
that we have not only enough but to spare, 
yet we are rigorous and severe in our de- 
mands from our poor brethren; for our 
abundance should be the supply of their 
wants, that at least there may not be such an 
inequality as is between two extremes, 2 Cor. 
vin. 14. They must also consider that their 
land was God’s gift to them, that all their 
increase was the fruit of God’s blessing upon 
them, and therefore they were bound in duty 
to him to use and dispose of their estates as 
he should order and direct them. And, 
lastly, If they would remit what little sums 
they had lent to their poor brethren, it is 
promised that they should be able to lend 
great sums to their rich neighbours, even to 
many nations (v. 6), and should be enriched 
by those loans. ‘Thus the nations should 
become subject to them, and dependent on 
them, as the borrower is servant to the lender, 
Prov. xxii. 7. To be able to lend, and not 
to have need to borrow, we must look upon 
as a great mercy, and a good reason why we 
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should do good with what we have, lest we 
provoke God to turn the scales 

II. Here is a law in favour of poor bor- 
rowers, that they might not suffer damage by 
the former law. Men would be apt to argue, 
If the case of a man be so with his debtor that 
if the debt be not paid before the year of re- 
lease it shall be lost, it were better not to 
lend. “ No,” says this branch of the statute, 
“thou shalt not think such a thought.” 1. 
It is taken for granted that there would be 
poor among them, who would have occasion 
to borrow (v. 7), and that there would never 
cease to be some such objects of charity 
(v. 11): The poor shall never cease out of thy 
land, though not such as were reduced to 
extreme poverty, yet such as would be 
behind-hand, and would have occasion to 
borrow; of such poor he here speaks, and 
such we have always with us, so that a cha- 
ritable disposition may soon find a charitable 
occasion. 2. In such a case we are here 
commanded to lend or give, according to our 
ability and the necessity of the case: Thou 
shalt not harden thy heart, nor shut thy hand, 
v.7. If the hand be shut, it is a sign the 
heart is hardened; for, if the clouds were 
full of rain, they would empty themselves, 
Eccl. xi. 3. Bowels of compassion would 
produce liberal distributions, Jam. ii. 15, 16. 
Thou shalt not only stretch out thy hand to 
him to reach him something, but thou shalt 
open thy hand wide unto him, to lend him suf- 
Sometimes there is as much 
charity in prudent lending as in giving, as it 
obliges the borrower to industry and honesty 
and may put him into a way of helping him- 
self. We are sometimes tempted to think, 
when an object of charity presents itself, we 
may choose whether we will give any thing 
or nothing, little or much; whereas it is 
here an express precept (wv. 11), I command 
thee, not only to give, but to open thy hand 
wide, to give liberally. 3. Here is a caveat 
against that objection which might arise 
against charitable lending from the foregoing 
law for the release of debts (v. 9): Beware 
that there be not a thought, a covetous ill- 
natured thought, in thy Belial heart, “ The 
year of release is at hand, and therefore I 
will not lend what I must then be sure ta 
lose ;” lest thy poor brother, whom thou re- 
fusest to lend to, complain to God, and it 
will be a sin, a great sin, to thee. Note, 
(1.) The law is spiritual, and lays a restraint 
upon the thoughts of the heart. We mis- 
take if we think thoughts are free from the 
divine cogmizance and check. (2.) Thatis a 
wicked heart indeed that raises evil thoughts 
from the good law of God, as theirs did who, 
because God had obliged them to the charity 
of forgiving, denied the charity of giving. 
(3.) We must carefully watch against all 
those secret suggestions which would divert 
us from our duty or discourage us in it. 
Those that would keep from the act of sin 
must keep out of their minds the very 
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(4.) When we have an oc- 
tasion of charitable lending, if we cannot 
trust the borrower, we must trust God, and 
end, hoping for nothing again in this world, 
but expecting it will be recompensed in the 
resurrection of the just, Luke vi. 35; xiv. 
14. (5.) It is a dreadful thing to have the 
cry of the poor against us, for God has his 
ear open to that cry, and, in compassion to 
them, will be sure to reckon with those that 
deal hardly with them. (6.) ‘That which we 
think is our prudence often proves sin to us; 
he that refused to lend because the year of 
release was at hand thought he did wisely, 
and that men would praise him as doing well 
for himself, Ps. xlix. 18. But he is here told 
that he did wickedly, and that God would 
condemn him as doing ill to his brother ; and 
we are sure that the judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth, and that what he says is sin 
to us will certainly be ruin to us if it be not 
repented of. 

If]. Here is a command to give cheerfully 
whatever we give in charity: Thy heart shall 
not be grieved when thou givest, v.10. Be 
not loth to part with thy money on so good 
an account, nor think it lost; grudge not a 
kindness to thy brother; and distrust not 
the providence of God, as if thou shouldest 
want that thyself which thou givest in charity ; 
but, on the contrary, let it be a pleasure and 
a satisfaction of soul to thee to think that 
thou art honouring God with thy substance, 
doing good, making thy brother easy, and 
laying up for thyself a good security for the 
time to come. What thou doest do freely, 
for God loves a cheerful giver,” 2 Cor. ix. 7. 

IV. Here is a promise of a recompence in 
this life: “For this thing the Lord thy God 
shall bless thee. Covetous people say, 
‘Giving undoes us;” no, giving cheerfully 
in charity will enrich us, it will fill the barus 
with pleuty (Prov. iii. 10) and the soul with 
true comfort, Isa. viii. 10, 11. 

12 And if thy brother, a Hebrew 
man, or a Hebrew woman, be sold 
unto thee, and serve thee six years ; 
then in the seventh year thou shalt 
let him go free from thee. 13 And 
when thou sendest him out free from 
thee, thou shalt not let him go away 
empty: 14 Thou shalt furnish him 
liberally out of thy flock, and out of 
thy floor, and out of thy winepress : 
of that wherewith the Lor thy God 
hath blessed thee thou shalt give unto 
him. 15 And thou shalt remember 
that thou wast a bondman in the land 
of Egypt, and the Lorp thy God re- 
deemed thee: therefore I command 
thee this thing to day. 16 And it 
shall be, if he say unto thee, I will 
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loveth thec and thine house, because 
he is well with thee; 17 Then thou 
shalt take an awl,and thrust iż through 
his ear unto the door, and he shall 
be thy servant for ever. And also 
unto thy maidservant thou shalt do 
likewise. 18 It shall not seem hard 
unto thee, when thou sendest him 
away free from thee ; for he hath been 
worth a double hired servant to thee, 
in serving thee six years: and the 
Lorp thy God shall bless thee in all 
that thou doest. 

Here is, I. A repetition of the law that 
had been given concerning Hebrew servants 
who had sold themselves for servants, or 
were sold by their parents through extreme 
poverty, or were sold by the court of judg- 
ment for some crime committed. The law 
was, 1. That they should serve but six years, 


and in the seventh should go out free, v. 12. 
Compare Exod. xxi. 2. And, if the year of 


jubilee happened before they served out their 


time, that would be their discharge. God’s 
Israel were a free people, and must not be 
compelled to perpetual slavery; thus are 
God’s spiritual Israel called unto liberty. 2. 


That if, when their six years’ service had ex- 


pired, they had no mind to go out free, but 
would rather continue in service, as having 


less care, though taking more pains, than their 


masters, in this case they must lay themselves 
under an obligation to serve for ever, that is, 


for life, by having their ears bored to the 


door-posts, v. 16, 17. Compare Exod. xxi. 6. 
If hereby a man disgraced himself with some, 
as of a mean and servile spirit, that had not 
a due sense of the honour and pleasure of 


liberty, yet, we may suppose, with others he 


got reputation, as of a quiet contented spirit, 
humble, and diligent, and loving, and not 


given to change. 


II. Here is an addition to this law, re- 
quiring them to put some small stock into their 
servants’ hands to set up with for themselves, 
when they sent them out of their service, v. 
13, 14. It was to be supposed that they had 
nothing of their own, and that their friends 
had little or nothing for them, else they would 
have been redeemed before they were dis- 
charged by law ; they had no wages for their 
service, and all they got by their labour was 
their masters’, so that their liberty would do 
them little good, having nothing to begin the 
world with; therefore their masters are here 
commanded to furnish them liberally with 
corn and cattle. No certain measure is pre- 
scribed: that is left to the generosity of the 
master, who probably would have respect to 
the servant’s merit and necessity; but the 
Jewish writers say, “ He could not give less 
than the value of thirty shekels of silver, but 
as much more as he pleased ” The maid-ser- 
vants, though they were not to have their 
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ears bored if they were disposed to stay, yet, 
if they went out free, they were to have a 
gratuity given them; for to this those words 
refer, Unto thy maid-servant thou shalt do 
likewise, v. 17. ‘The reasons for this are 
taken from the law of gratitude. ‘They must 
do it, 1. In gratitude to God, who had not 
omy brought them out of Egypt (w. 15), but 
brought them out greatly enriched with the 
spoils of the Egyptians. Let them not send 
their servants out empty, for they were not 
sent empty out of the house of bondage. 
God’s tender care of us and kindness to us 
oblige us to be careful of, and kind to, those 
that have a dependenee upon us. Thus we 
must render according to the benefit done unto 
us. 2. In gratitude to their servants, v. 18. 
“Grudge not to give him a little out of thy 
abundance, for ke has been worth a double 
hired servant unto thee. ‘The days of the 
hireling at most were but three years (Isa. 
xvi. 14), but he has served thee six years, 
and, unlike the hired servant, without any 
wages.” Masters and landlords ought to 
consider what need they have of, and what 
ease and advantage they have by, their ser- 
vants and tenants, and should not only be 
just but kind to them. ‘lo these reasons it 
is added, as before in this ehapter (v. 4, 6, 10), 
The Lord thy God shall bless thee. ‘Then we 
may expect family blessings, the springs of 
family-prosperity, when we make conscience 
of our duty to our family-relations. 

19 All the firstling males that come 
of thy herd and of thy flock thou shalt 
sanctify unto the Lorn thy God: 
thou shalt do no work with the first- 
ling of thy bullock, nor shear the first- 
ling of thy sheep. 20 Thou shalt eat 
it before the Lorp thy God year by 
year in the place which the Lorp 
shall choose, thou and thy household. 
21 And if there be any blemish 
therein, as if it be lame, or blind, or 
have any ill blemish, thou shalt not 
sacrifice it unto the Lorp thy God. 
22 Thou shalt eat it within thy gates: 
the unclean and the clean person shall 
eat it alike, as the roebuck, and as the 
hart. 23 Only thou shalt not eat the 
blood thereof; thou shalt pour it 
upon the ground as water.. 

Here is, 1. A repetition of the law eon- 
cerning the firstlings of their cattle, that, if 
they were males, they were to be sanctified 
to the Lord (v. 19), in remembrance of, and 
in thankfulness for, the sparing of the first- 
born of Israel, when the first-born of the 
Egyptians, both of man and beast, were slain 
by the destroying angel (Exod. xiii. 2, 15); 
on the eighth day it was to be given to God 
(Exod. xxii. 30), and to be divided between 
the priest and the altar, Num. xviii. 17, 18. | 
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2. An addition to that law, for the further 
explication of it, directing them what to do 
with the firstlings, (1.) ‘hat were females : 
“Thou shalt do no work with the female first- 
lings of the cow, nor shear those of the sheep” 
(v. 19); of them the learned bishop Patrick 
understands it. ‘Though the female firstlings 
were not so entirely sanctified to God as the 
males, nor so early as at eight days old, yet 
they were not to be converted by the owners 
to their own use as the other cattle, but must 
be offered to God as peace-otterings, or used 
in a religious feast, at the year’s end, v. 20. 
Thou shalt eat it before the Lord thy God, as 
directed ch. xii. 18. (2.) But what must they 
do with that which was blemished, ill-ble- 
mished ? v., 21. Were it male or female, it 
must not be brought near the sanctuary, nor 
used either for sacrifice or for holy feast- 
ing, for it would not be fit to honour God 
with, nor to typify Christ, who is a Lamb 
without blemish ; yet it must not be reared, 
but killed and eaten at their own houses as 
common food (v. 22), only they must be sure 
not to eat it with the blood, v. 23. ‘The fre- 
quent repetition of this eaution intimates 
what need the people had of it, and what 
stress God laid upon it. What a merey it is 
that we are not under this yoke! Weare nos 
dieted as they were; we make no difference 
between a first calf, or lamb, and the rest 
that follow. Let us therefore realize the 
gospel meaning of this law, devoting our- 
selves and the first of our time and strength 
to God, as a kind of first-fruits of his erea- 
tures, and using all our comforts and enjoy- 
ments to his praise and under the direction 
of his law, as we have them all by his gift. 
CHAP. XVI. 


ln this chapter we have, l. A repetition of the laws concerning the 
three yearly feasts; in particular, that of the passover, ver. 1—3. 
‘That of pentecost, ver. 9—12, ‘That of tabernacles, ver. 13—15. 
And the general law concerning the people’s attendance on them, 
ver. 16, 17. 11l. The institution of an inferior magistracy, and 
general rules of justice given ta those that were cAlled into office, 
ver. 15—20. Ill. A caveat against groves and images, ver. 21, 22. 


BSERVE the month of Abib,and 

keep the passover unto the Lorp 
thy God: for in the month of Abib 
the Lorp thy God brought thee forth 
out of Egypt by night. 2 Thou shalt 
therefore sacritice the passover unto 
the Lorp thy God, of the flock 
and the herd, in the place which the 
Lorp shall choose to place his name 
there. 3 Thou shalt eat no leavened 
bread with it; seven days shalt thou 
eat unleavened bread therewith, even 
the bread of affliction; for thou camest 
forth out of the land of Egypt in haste: 
that thou mayest remember the day 
when thou camest forth out of the 
land of Egypt all the days of thy life. 
4 And there shall be no leavened bread 
seen with thee in all thy coast seven 
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thy God shall bless thee in all thine 


of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst | increase, and in all the works of thine 
the first day at even, remain all night | nands, therefore thou shalt surely re- 


until the morning. 
not sacrifice the passover within any 
of thy gates, which the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee: 6 But at the place 
which the Lorp thy God shall choose 
to place his name in, there thou shalt 
sacrifice the passover at even, at the 
going down of the sun, at the season 
that thou camest forth out of Egypt. 
7 And thou shalt roast and eat ¿£ in 
the place which the Lorp thy God 
shall choose: and thou shalt turn in 
the morning, and go unto thy tents. 
8 Six days thou shalt eat unleavened 
bread: and on the seventh day shall 
be a solemn assembly to the Lorp 
thy God: thou shalt do no work 
therein. 9 Seven weeks shalt thou 
number unto thee: begin to number 
the seven weeks from such time as 
thou beginnest to put the sickle to 
the corn. 10 And thou shalt keep the 
feast of weeks unto the Lorp thy 
God with a tribute of a freewill offer- 
ing of thine hand, which thou shalt 
give unto the LORD thy God, ac- 
cording as the Lorp thy God hath 
blessed thee: 11 And thou shalt re- 
joice before the Lorp thy God, thou, 
and thy son, and thy daughter, and 
thy manservant, and thy maidservant, 
and the Levite that zs within thy 
gates, and the stranger, and the fa- 
therless, and the widow, that are 
among you, in the place which the 
Lorp thy God hath chosen to place 
his name there. 12 And thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman 
in Egypt: and thou shalt observe 
and do these statutes. 13 Thou shalt 
observe the feast of tabernacles seven 
days, after that thou hast gathered in 
thy corn and thy wine: 14 And thou 
shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and 
thy son, and thy daughter, and thy 
manservant, and thy maidservant, and 
the Levite, the stranger, and the fa- 
therless, and the widow, that are 
within thy gates. 15 Seven days shalt 
thou keep a solemn feast unto the 
Lorp thy God in the place which the 
Lornshall choose: because the Lorp 
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5 Thou mayest |joice. 16 Three times in a year shall 


ali thy males appear before the Lorp 
thy God in the place which he shall 
choose; in the feast of unleavened 
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and 
in the feast of tabernacles: and they 
shall not appear before the Lorp 
empty: 17 Every man shull yive as 
he is able, according to the blessing 
of the Lorp thy God which he hath 
given thee. 


Much of the communion between God 
and his people Israel was kept up, and a face 
of religion preserved in the nation, by the 
three yearly feasts, the institution of which, 
and the laws concerning them, we have 
several times met with already; and here 
they are repeated. 

I. The law of the passover, so great a so- 
lemnity that it made the whole month, in the 
midst of which it was placed, considerable: 
Observe the month Abib, v. 1. Though one 
week only of this month was to be kept as a 
festival, yet their preparations before must be 
so solemn, and their reflections upon it and 
improvements of it afterwards so serious, as to 
amount to an observance of the whole month. 
The month of Abib, or of new fruits, as the 
Chaldee translates it, answers to our March 
(or part of March and part of April), and was 
by a special order from God, in remembrance 
ot the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, 
made the beginning of their year (Exod. xii. 
2), which before was reckoned to begin in 
September. ‘This month they were to keep 
the passover, in remembrance of their being 
brought out of Egypt by night, v. 1. The 
Chaldee paraphrasts expound it, “ Because 
they came out of Egypt by daylight,” there 
being an express order that they should not 
stir out of their doors till morning, Exod. xii. 
22. One of them expounds it thus: “ He 
brought thee out of Egypt, and did wonders 
by night.” The other, “and thou shalt eat 
the passover by night.” The laws concerning 
it are, 1. That they must be sure to sacrifice 
the passover in the place that God should 
choose (v. 2), and in no other place, v. 5—7. 
The passover was itself a sacrifice; hence 
Christ, as our passover, is said to be sacrificed 
for us (1 Cor. v. 7), and many other sacrifices 
were offered during the seven days of the 
feast (Num. xxviii. 19, &c.), which are in- 
cluded here, for they are said to be sacrificed 
of the flock and the herd, whereas the passover 
itself was only of the flock, either a lamb or 
a kid: now no sacrifice was accepted but 
from the altar that sanctified it; it was there- 
fore necessary that they should go up to the 
place of the altar, for, though the paschal 
lamb was entirely eaten by the owners, yet 
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it must be killed in the court, the blood 
sprinkled, and the inwards burned upon the 
altar By confining them to the appointed 
place, he kept them to the appointed rule, 
from which they would have been apt to vary, 
and to introduce foolish inventions of their 
own, had they been permitted to offer these 
sacrifices within their own gates, from under 
the inspection of the priests. They were also 
hereby directed to have their eye up unto 
God in the solemnity, and the desire of their 
hearts towards the remembrance of his name, 
being appointed to attend where he had 
chosen to place his name, v. 2 and 6. 
But, when the solemnity was over, they 
might ¿urn and go unto their tents, v. 7. 
Some think that they might, if they pleased, 
return the very morning after the paschal 
lamb was killed and eaten, the priests and 
Levites being sufficient to carry on the 
rest of the week’s work; but the first day of 
the seven is so far from being the day of 
their dispersion that it is expressly appointed 
for a holy convocation (Lev. xxiii. 7; Num. 
xxviii. 18); therefore we must take it as 
Jonathan’s paraphrase expounds it, iw the 
morning after the end of the feast thou shalt 
go to thy cities. And it was the practice to 
keep together the whole week, 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 17. 2. That they must eat unleavened 
bread for seven days, and no leavened bread 
must be seen in all their coasts, v. 3, 4, 8. 
The bread they were confined to is here called 
bread of affliction, because neither grateful to 
the taste nor easy of digestion, and therefore 
proper to signify the heaviness of their spirits 
in their bondage and to keep in remembrance 
the haste in which they came out, the case 
being so urgent that they could not stay for 
the leavening of the bread they took with 
them for their march. The Jewish writers 
tell us that the custom at the passover sup- 
per was that the master of the family broke 
this unleavened bread, and gave to every one 
a piece of it, saying, This is (that is, this sig- 
nifies, represents, or commemorates, which 
explains that saying of our Saviour, This is 
my body) the bread of affliction which your 
fathers did eat in the land of Egypt. The 
gospel meaning of this feast of unleavened 
bread the apostle gives us, 1 Cor. v. 7. 
Christ our passover being sacrificed for us, and 
we having participated in the blessed fruits 
of that sacrifice to our comfort, let us keep the 
feast in a holy conversation, free from the 
learen of malice towards our brethren and 
hypocrisy towards God, and with the un- 
leavened bread of sincerity and love. Lastly, 
Observe, concerning the passover, for 
what end it was instituted: “ That thou 
mayest remember the duy when thou camest 
forth out of Egypt, not only on the day of 
the passover, or during the seven days of the 
feast, but ail the days of thy life (w. 3), as a 
constant inducement to obedience.” Thus 
we celebrate the memorial of Christ’s death 
at certain times, that we may remember it at 
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all times, as a reason why we should live ro 
him that died for us and rose again. 

If. Seven weeks after the passover the 
feast of pentecost was to be observed, con- 
cerning which they are here directed, 1. 
Whence to number their seven weeks, from 
the time thou beginnest to put the sickle to the 
corn (v. 9), that 1s, from the morrow after the 
first day of the feast of unleavened bread, for 
on that day (though it is probable the people 
did not begin their harvest till the feast was 
ended) messengers were sent to reap a sheaf 
of barley, which was to be offered to God as 
the first-fruits, Lev. xxiii. 10. Some think 
it implies a particular care which Providence 
would take of their land with respect to the 
weather, that their harvest should be always 
ripe and ready for the sickle just at the same 
time. 2. How they were to keep this feast. 
(1.) They must bring an offering unto God, 
v. 10. It is here called a tribute of a free- 
will-offering. It was required of them as a 
tribute to their Sovereign Lord and owner, 
under whom they held all they had; and yet 
because the law did not determine the quan- 
tum, but it was left to every man’s generosity 
to bring what he chose, and whatever he 
brought he must give cheerfully, it is there- 
fore called a free-will offering. It was a 
grateful acknowledgment of the goodness of 
God to them in the mercies of these corn- 
harvests now finished, and therefore must be 
according as God had blessed them. Where 
God sows plentifully he expects to reap ac- 
cordingly. (2.) They must rejoice before 
God, v. 11. Holy joy is the heart and soul 
of thankful praises, which are as the lan- 
guage and expression of holy joy. They 
must rejoice in their receivings from God, 
and in their returns of service and sacrifice 
to him; our duty must be onr delight as well 
as our enjoyments. They must have their 
very servants to rejoice with them, “for re- 
member (v. 12) that thou wast a bond-man, 
and wouldest have been very thankful if thy 
taskmasters would have given thee some 
time and cause for rejoicing; and thy God 
did bring thee out to keep a feast with glad- 
ness; therefore be pleasant with thy servants, 
and make them easy.” And, it should seem, 
those general words, thou shalt observe and 
do these statutes, are added here for a parti- 
cular reason, because this feast was kept in 
remembrance of the giving of the law upon 
Mount Sinai, fifty days after they came out 
of Egypt; now the best way of expressing 
our thankfuiness to God for his favour to us 
in giving us his law is to observe aud do ac- 
cording to the precepts of it. 

III. They must keep the feast of taber- 
nacles, v. 13—15. Here is no repetition of 
the law concerning the sacrifices that were to 
be offered in great abundance at this feast 
(which we had at large, Num. xxix. 12, &c.), 
because the care of these belonged to the 
priests and Levites, who had not so much 
need of a repetition as the people had, and 
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beeause the spiritual part of the service, 
which consisted in holy joy, was most pleas- 
ing to God, and was to be the perpetual duty 
of a gospel conversation, of which this feast 
was typical. Observe what stress is laid 
upon it here: Thou shalt rejoice in thy feast 
(v. 14), and, because the Lord shall bless thee, 
thou shalt surely rejoice, v.15. Note, 1. It 
is the will of God that his people should be 
a cheerful people. If those that were under 
the law must rejoice before God, much more 
must we that are under the grace of the 
gospel, which makes it our duty, not only as 
here to rejoice in our feasts, but to rejoice 
evermore, to rejoice in the Lord always. 2. 
When we rejoice in God ourselves we should 
do what we can to assist others also to re- 
joice in him, by comforting the mourners 
and supplying the necessitous, that even the 
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow may 
rejoice with us. See Job xxix. 13. 3. We 
must rejoice in God, not only because of 
what we have received and are receiving 
from him daily, but because of what he has 
promised, and we expect to receive yet fur- 
ther from him: because he shall bless thee, 
therefore thou shalt rejoice. ‘Those that 
make God their joy may rejoice in hope, for 
he is faithful that has promised. 

IV. ‘The laws concerning the three solemn 
feasts are summed up (v. 16, 17), as often 
before, Exod. xxiii. 16, 17 ; xxxiv. 23. The 
general commands concerning them are, 1. 
That all the males must then make their 
personal appearance before God, that by 
their frequent meeting to worship God, at 
the same place, and by the same rule, they 
might be kept faithful and constant to that 
holy religion which was established among 
them. 2. That none must appear before 
God empty, but every man must bring some 
offering or other, in token of a dependence 
upon God and gratitude to him. And God 
was not unreasonable in his demands; let 
every man but give as he was able, and no 
more was expected. The same is still the 
rule of charity, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. Those that 
give to their power shall be aecepted, but 
those that give beyond their power are ac- 
counted worthy of double honour (2 Cor. viii. 
3), as the poor widow that gave all she had, 
Luke xxi. 4. 


18 Judges and officers shalt thou 
make thee in all thy gates, which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, through- 
out thy tribes: and they shall judge 
the people with just judgment. 19 
Thou shali not wrest judgment; thou 
shalt not respect persons, neither take 
a gift: for a gift doth blind the eyes 
of the wise, and pervert the words of 
the righteous. 20 That which is al- 
together just shalt thou follow, that 


thou mayest live, and inherit the land 
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which the Lorn thy God giveth thee. 
21 Thou shalt not plant thee a grove 
of any trees near unto the altar of the 
Lorp thy God, which thou shalt 
make thee. 22 Neither shalt thou set 


thee up any image; which the Lorp 
thy God hateth. 


Here is, I. Care taken for the due ad- 
ministration of justice among them, that 
controversies might be determined, matters 
in varianee adjusted, the injured redressed, 
and the injurious punished. While they 
were encamped in the wilderness, they had 
judges and officers according to their num- 
bers, rulers of thousands and hundreds, 
Exod. xviii. 25. When they came to Ca- 
naan, they must have them according to their 
towns and cities, in all their gates; for the 
courts of judgment sat in the gates. Now, 
1. Here is a commission given to these in- 
ferior magistrates : “ Judges to try and pass 
sentence, and officers to execute their sen- 
tences, shalt thou make thee.” However the 
persons were pitched upon, whether by the 
nomination of their sovereign or by the elec- 
tion of the people, the powers were ordained 
of God, Rom. xiii. 1. And it was a great 
mercy to the people thus to have justice 
brought to their doors, that it might be more 
expeditious and less expensive, a blessing 
which we of this nation ought to be very 
thankful for. Pursuant to this law, besides 
the great sanhedrim that sat at the sanctuary, 
consisting of seventy elders and a president, 
there was in the larger cities, such as had in 
them above 120 families, a court of twenty- 
three judges, in the smaller cities a court of 
three judges. See this law revived by Je- 
hoshaphat, 2 Chron. xix. 5, 8. 2. Here is a 
command given to these magistrates to do 
justice in the execution of the trust reposed 
in them. Better not judge at all than not 
judge with just judgment, according to the 
direction of the law and the evidence of the 
fact. (1.) The judges are here cautioned 
not to do wrong to any (v. 19), nor to take 
any gifts, which would tempt them to do 
wrong. This law had been given before, 
Exod. xxiii. 8. (2.) They are charged to do 
justice to all: “ That which is altogether just 
shalt thou follow, v.20. Adhere to the prin- 
ciples of justice, act by the rules of justice, 
countenance the demands of justice, imitate 
the patterns of justice, and pursue with reso- 
lution that which appears to be just. Justice, 
justice, shalt thoufollow.” ‘This is that which 
the magistrate is to have in his eye, on this 
he must be intent, and to this all personal 
regards must be sacrificed, to do right to all 
and wrong to none. 

II. Care taken for the preventing of all 
conformity to the idolatrous customs of the 
heathen, v. 21,22. ‘They must not only not 
join with the idolaters in their worships, not 
visit their groves, nor bow before the images 
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which they had set up, but, 1. They must | ture that had any blemish should he offered 


not plant a grove, nor so much as a tree, 
near God’s altar, lest they should make it 
look like the altars of the false gods. ‘They 
made groves the places of their worship 
either to make it secret (but that which is 
true and good desires the light rather), or to 
make it solemn, but the worship of the true 

God has enough in itself to make it so and 

needs not the advantage of such a circum- 

stance. 2. They mnst not set up any image, 
statue, or pillar, to the honour of God, for it 
is a thing which the Lord hates ; nothing be- 
lies or reproaches him more, or tends more 
to corrupt and debauch the minds of men, 
than representing and worshipping by an 
image that God who is an infinite and eter- 
nal Spirit. 

CHAP. XVII. 

The charge of this chapter is, H. Coucerning the purity and per- 
fection of all those animals that were offered in sacrifice, ver. 1. 
ll. Concerning the punishment of those that worshipped idols, 
ser. 2—7. Concerning appeals from the inferior courts to 


the great sanhedrim, ver. 8—13. 1V. Cuncerning the choice and 
duty of a king, ver. 14, &c. 


HOU shalt not sacrifice unto the 
Lorp thy God any bullock, or 
sheep, wherein is blemish, or any 
evilfavouredness: for that is an abo- 
mination unto the Lorp thy God. 2 
If there be found among you, within 
any of thy gates which the Lorn thy 
God giveth thee, man or woman, that 
hath wrought wickedness in the sight 
of the Lorp thy God, in transgres- 
sing his covenant, 3 And hath gone 
and served other gods, and worshipped 
them, either the sun, or moon, or 
any of the host of heaven, which I 
have not commanded; 4 And it be 
told thee, and thou hast heard ef èt, 
and enquired diligently, and, behold, 
it be true, and the thing certain, that 
such abomination is wrought in Ís- 
rael: 5 Then shalt thou bring forth 
that man or that woman, which have 
committed that wicked thing, unto thy 
gates, even that man or that woman, 
and shalt stone them with stones, till 
they die. 6 At the mouth of two wit- 
nesses, or three witnesses, shall he 
that is worthy of death be put to 
death; but at the mouth of one wit- 
ness he shall not be put to death. 7 
The hands of the witnesses shali be 
first upon him to put him to death, 
and afterward the hands of all the 
people. So thou shalt put the evil 
away from among you. 


Here is, I. A law for preserving the honour 
of God’s worship, by providing that no crea- 


fall into the ditch. 


in sacrifice to him, v. 1. ‘This caveat we have 
often met with: Thou shalt not sacrifice that 
which has any blemish, which renders it un- 
sightly, or any evil matter or thing (as the 
following word might better be rendered), 
any sickness or weakness, though not discern- 
ible at first view; it is an abomination to 
God. God is the best of beings, and there- 
fore whatsoever he is served with ought to be 
the best in its kind. And the Old-Testa- 
ment sacrifices in a special manner must be 
so, hecause they were types of Christ, who is 
a Lamb without blemish or spot (1 Pet. i. 19), 
perfectly pure from all sin and all appearance 
of it. In the latter times of the Jewish 
church, when by the captivity in Babylon 
they were cured of idolatry, yet they were 
charged with profaneness in the breach of 
this law, with offering the blind, and the lame, 
and the sick for sacrifice, Mal. i. 8. 

Il. A law for the punishing of those that 
worshipped false gods. It was made a 
capital crime to seduce others to idolatry (ch. 
xin.), here it is made no less to be seduced. 
If the blind thus mislead the blind, both must 
Thus God would possess 
them with a dread of that sin, which they 
must conclude exceedingly sinful when so 
many sanguinary laws were made against it, 
and would deter those from it that would not 
otherwise be persuaded against it; and yet 
the law, which works death, proved ineffec- 
tual. See here, 

1. What the crime was against which this 
law was levelled, serving or worshipping 
other gods, v. 3. That which was the most 
ancient and plausible idolatry is specified, 
worshipping the sun, moon, and stars ; and, 
if that was so detestable a thing, much more 
was it so to worship stocks and stones, or the 
representations of mean and contemptible 
animals. Of this it is said, (1.) That it is 
what God had not commanded. He had 
again and again forbidden it; but it is thus 
expressed to intimate that, if there had been 
no more against it, this had been enough 
(for in the worship of God his institution 
and appointment must be our rule and war- 
rant), and that God never commanded his 
worshippers to debase themselves so far as 
to do homage to their fellow-creatures: had 
God commanded them to do it, they might 
justly have complained of it as a reproach and 
disparagement to them; yet, when he has 
forbidden it, they will, from a spirit of con- 
tradiction, put this indignity upon them- 
selves. (2.) That it is wickedness in the sight 
of God, v. 2. Be it ever so industriously 
concealed, he sees it, and, be it ever so in- 
geniously palliated, be hates it: it is a sin in 
itself exceedingly hemous, and the highest 
affront that can be offered to Almighty God. 
(3.) That it is a transgression of the covenant. 
It was on this condition that God took them 
to be his peculiar people, that they shouid 
serve and worship him only as their God, so 
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that if they gave to any other the honour 
which was due to him alone the covenant 
was void, and all the benefit of it forfeited. 
Other sins were transgressions ef the com- 
mand, but this was a transgression of the 
covenant. It was spiritual adultery, which 
breaks the marriage bond. (4.) That it is 
abomination in Israel, v. 4. Idolatry was 
bad enough in any, but it was particularly 
abominable in Israel, a people so blessed with 
peculiar discoveries of the will and favour of 
the only true and living God. 

2. How it must be tried. Upon informa- 
tion given of it, or any ground of suspicion 
that any person whatsoever, man or woman, 
had served other gods, (1.) Enquiry must be 
made, v. 4. Though it appears not certain at 
first, it may afterwards upon search appear 
so; and, if it can possibly be discovered, it 
must not be unpunished; if not, yet the 
very enquiry concerning it would possess the 
country with a dread of it. (2.) Evidence 
must be given in, v. 6. How heinous and 
dangerous soever the crime is, yet they must 
not punish any for it, unless there were good 
proof against them, by two witnesses at least. 
They must not, under pretence of honour- 
ing God, wrong an innocent man. This law, 
which requires two witnesses in case of life, 
we had before, Num. xxxv. 30; it is quoted, 
Matth. xviii. 16. 

3. What sentence must be passed and exe- 
cuted. So great a punishment as death, so 
great a death as stoning, must be inflicted 
on the idolater, whether man or woman, for 
the infirmity of the weaker sex would be no 
excuse, v. 5. The place of execution must 
be the gate of the city, that the shame might 
be the greater to the criminal and the warn- 
ing the more public to all others. The 
hands of the witnesses, in this as in other 
cases, must be first upon him, that is, they 
must cast the first stone at him, thereby 
avowing their testimony, and solemnly im- 
precating the guilt of his blood upon them- 
selves if their evidence were false. ‘This 
custom might be of use to deter men from 
false-witness bearing. ‘The witnesses are 
really, and therefore it was required that they 
should be actually, the death of the male- 
factor. But they must be followed, and the 
execution completed, by the hands of all the 
people, who were thus to testify their detesta- 
tion of the crime and to put the evil away 
from among them, as before, ch. xiil. 9. 

3 If there arise a matter too hard 
for thee in judgment, between blood 
and blood, between plea and plea, and 
between stroke and stroke, being 
matters of controversy within thy 
gates: then shalt thou arise, and get 
thee up into the place which the Lorp 
thy God shall choose; 9 And thou 
shalt come unto the priests the Le- 
vites, and unto the judge that shall be 
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in those days, and enquire; and they 
shall show thee the sentence of judg- 
ment: 10 And thou shalt do accord- 
ing to the sentence, which they of that 
place which the Lorp shall choose 
shall show thee; and thou shalt ob- 
serve to do according to all that they 
inform thee: 11 According to the 
sentence of the law which they shall 
teach thee, and according to the judg- 
ment which they shall tell thee, thou 
shalt do: thou shalt not decline from 
the sentence which they shall show 
thee, ¢o the right hand, nor žo the 
left. 12 And the man that will do 
presumptuously, and will not hearken 
unto the priest that standeth to mi- 
nister there before the Lorp thy God, 
or unto the judge, even that man 
shall die: and thou shalt put away 
the evil from Israel. 13 And all the 
people shall hear, and fear, and do 
no more presumptuously. 


Courts of judgment were ordered to be 
erected in every city (ch. xvi. 18), and they 
were empowered to hear and determine causes 
according to law, both those which we call 
pleas of the crown and those between party 
and party; and we may suppose that ordi- 
narily they ended the matters that were 
brought before them, and their sentence was 
definitive; but, 1. It is here taken for granted 
that sometimes a case might come into their 
court too difficult for those inferior judges 
to determine, who could not be thought to 
be so learned in the laws as those that pre- 
sided in the higher courts ; so that (to speak 
in the language of our law) they must find a 
special verdict, and take time to advise before 
the giving of judgment (v. 8): If there arise a 
matter too hard for thee in judgment, which 
it would be no dishonour to the judges to 
own the difficulty of,—suppose it between 
blood and blood, the blood of a person which 
cried and the blood of him that was charged 
with the murder which was demanded, when 
it was doubtful upon the evidence whether 
it was wilful or casual,—or between plea and 
plea, the plea (that is, the bill or declaration) 
of the plaintiff and the plea of the defendant, 
—or between stroke and stroke, in actions of 
assault and battery ; in these and similar cases, 
though the evidence were plain, yet doubts 
might arise about the sense and meaning of 
the law and the application of it to the par- 
ticular case. 2. ‘hese difficult cases, which 
hitherto had been brought to Moses, accord- 
ing to Jethro’s advice, were, after his death, 
to be brought to the supreme power, wherever 
it was lodged, whether in a judge (when there 
was such an extraordinary person raised up 
and qualified for that great service, as Oth- 
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niel, Deborah, Gideon, &c.) or in the high- 
priest (when he was by the eminency of 
his gifts called of God to preside in public 
affairs, as Eli), or, if ao single person were 
marked by heaven for this honour, then in 
the priests and Levites (or in the priests, 
who were Levites of course), who not only 
attended the sanctuary, but met in council 
to receive appeals from the inferior courts, 
who might reasonably be supposed, not only 
to be best qualified by their learning and ex- 
perience, but to have the best assistance of 
the divine Spirit for the deciding of doubts, 
v. 9, 11,12. ‘They are not appointed to con- 
sult the urim and thummim, for it is sup- 
posed that these were to be consulted only in 
cases relating to the public, either the body 
of the people or the prince; but in ordinary 
cases the wisdom and integrity of those that 
sat at the stern must be relied on, their judg- 
ment concerning the meaning of the law 
must be acquiesced in, and the sentence must 
be passed accordingly: and, though their 
judgment had not the divine authority of an 
oracle, yet besides the moral certainty it had, 
as the judgment of knowing, prudent, and 
experienced men, it had the advantage of a 
divine promise, implied in those words (v. 9), 
They shali show thee the sentence of judgment ; 
it had also the support of a divine institution, 
by which they were made the supreme judi- 
cature of the nation. 3. The definitive sen- 
tence given by the judge, priest, or great 
council, must be obeyed by the parties con- 
cerned, upon pain of death: Thou shalt do 
according to their sentence (v. 10); thou shalt 
observe to do it, thou shalt not decline from 
it (v. 11), to the right hand nor to the left. 
Note, It is for the honour of God snd the 
welfare of a people that the authority of the 
higher power be supported and the due 
order of government observed, that 
he obeyed ho are appointed to rule, and 
that every soul be subject to them in all 
those things that fall within their commission. 
Though the party thought himself injured 
by the sentence (as every man is apt to be 
partial in his own cause), yet he must needs 
be subject, must stand to the award, how 
unpleasing soever, and bear, or lose, or pay, 
according to it, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience’ sake. Butif an inferior judge 
contradict the sentence of the higher court 
and will not execute the orders of it, or a 
private person refuse to conform to their 
sentence, the contumacy must be punished 
with death, though the matter were ever so 
small in which the opposition was made: That 
man shall die, and all the people shall hear 
und fear, v. 12,13. See here, (1.) The evil 
of disobedience. Rebellion and stubborn- 
ness, from a spirit of contradiction and oppo- 
sition to God, or those in authority under 
him, from a principle of contempt and self- 
willedness, are as witchcraft and idolatry. 
To differ in opinion from weakness and in- 
Grinity may be excused and must be borne 
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thase ; 
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with ; but to do so presumptuously, in prida 
and wickedness (as the ancient translations 
explain it), this is to take up arms against 
the government, and is an affront to him by 
whom the powers that be are ordained. (23 
The design of punishment: that others may 
hear and fear, and not do the like. Some 
would be so considerate as to infer the 
heinousness of the offence from the grievous- 
ness of the penalty, and therefore would de- 
test it; and others would so far consult their 
own safety as to cross their humours by 
conforming to the sentence rather than to 
sin against their own heads, and forfeit their 
lives by going contrary to it. From this law 
the apostle infers the greatness of the punish- 
ment of which those will be thought worthy 
that trample on the authority of the Son of 
God, Heb. x. 28, 29. 

14 When thou art come unto the 
land which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt 
dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set 
a king over me, like as all the nations 
that are about me; 15 Thou shalt in 
any wise set Aim king over thee, whom 
the Lorp thy God shall choose: one 
from among thy brethren shalt thou 
set king over thee: thou mayest not 
set a stranger over thee, which zs not 
thy brother. 16 But he shall not 
multiply horses to himself, nor cause 
the people to return to Egypt, to the 
end that he should multiply horses : 
forasmuch as the Lorp hath said 
unto you, Ye shall henceforth return 
no more that way. 17 Neither shall 
he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not away: neither shall he 
greatly multiply to himself silver and 
gold. 18 And it shall be, when he 
sitteth upon the throne of his king- 
dom, that he shall write him a copy 
of this law in a book out of that which 
is before the priests the Levites: 19 


Tne choice of a king, 


! And it shall be with him, and he shall 


read therein all the days of his life : 
that he may learn to fear the Lorp 
his God, to keep all the words of this 
law and these statutes, to do them: 
20 That his heart be not lifted up 
above his brethren, and that he turn 
not aside from the commandment, to 
the right hand, or żo the left: to the 
end that he may prolong Ais days in 
his kingdom, he, and his children, in 
the midst of Israel. 


After the laws which concerned subjects 
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fitly followed the laws which concern kings ; | Riches, honours, and pleasures are the three 


for those that rule others must themselves 
remember that they are under command. 
Here are laws given, 

I. To the electors of the empire, what rules 
they must go by in making their choice, v. 
l4, 15. 1. Itis here supposed that the peo- 
ple would, in process of time, be desirous of 
a king, whose royal pomp and power would 
be thought to make their nation look great 
among their neighbours. Their having a 
king is neither promised as a mercy nor com- 
manded as a duty (nothing could be better 
for them than the divine regimen they were 
under), but it is permitted them if they de- 
sired it. If they would but take care to have 
the ends of government answered, and God’s 
laws duly observed and put in execution, 
they should not be tied to any one form of go- 
vernment, but should be welcome to have a 
king. Though something irregular is sup- 
posed to be the principle of the desire, that 
they might be like the nations (whereas God 
in many ways distingnished them from the 
nations), yet God would indulge them in it, 
because he intended to serve his own pur- 
poses by it, in making the regal government 
typical of the kingdom of the Messiah. 2. 
They are directed in their choice. If they 
will have a king over them, as God foresaw 
they would (though it does not appear that 
ever the motion was made till almost 400 
years after), then they must, (1.) Ask coun- 
sel at God’s mouth, and make him king 
whom God shall choose; and happy it was for 
them that they had an oracle to consult in so 
weighty an affair, and a God to choose for 
them who knows infallibly what every man 
is and will be. Kings are God’s vicegerents, 
and therefore it is fit that he should have the 
choosing of them: God had himself been in 
a particular manner Israel’s King, and if 
they set another over them, under him, it 
was necessary that he should nominate the 
person. Accordingly, when the people de- 
sired a king, they applied to Samuel a pro- 
phet of the Lord; and afterwards David, 
Solomon, Jeroboam, Jehu, and others, were 
chosen by the prophets; and the people are 
reproved for not observing this law, Hos. viii. 
4: They have set up kings but not by me. In 
all eases God’s choice, if we can but know it, 
should direct, determine, and overrule ours. 
(2.) They must not choose a foreigner under 
pretence of strengthening their alliances, or 
of the extraordinary fitness of the person, 
lest a strange king should introduce strange 
customs or usages, contrary to those that 
were established by the divine law; but he 
must be one from among thy brethren, that he 
may be a type of Christ, who is bone of our 
bone, Heb. ii. 14. 

II. Laws are here given to the prince that 
should be elected for the due administration 
of the government. 

1. He must carefully avoid every thing 
that would divert him from God and religion. 
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great hindrances of godliness (the lusts of the 
flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life}, 
especially to those in high stations: against 
these therefore the king is here warned. (1.) 
He must not gratify the love of honour by 
multiplying horses, v. 16. He that rode upon 
a horse (a stately creature) in a country 
where asses and mules were generally used 
looked very great; and therefore though he 
might have horses for his own saddle, and 
chariots, yet he must not set servants on 
horseback (Eccl. x. 7) nor have many horses 
for his officers and gnards (when God was 
their King, his judges rode on asses, Judg. 
v. 10; xii. 14), nor must he multiply horses 
for war, lest he should trust too much to 
them, Ps. xx. 7 ; xxxiii. 17 ; Hos. xiv.3. The 
reason here given against his multiplying 
horses is because it would produce a greater 
correspondence with Egypt (which furnished 
Canaan with horses, 1 Kings x. 28, 29) than 
it was fit the Israel of God should have, who 
were brought thence with such a high hand: 
You shall return no more that way, for fear of 
being infected with the idolatries of Egypt 
(Lev. xviii. 3), to which they were very prone. 
Note, We should take heed of that commerce 
or conversation by which we are in danger of 
being drawn into sin. If Israel must not re- 
turn to Egypt, they must not trade with 
Egypt ; Solomon got no good by it. (2.) He 
must not gratify the love of pleasure by mul- 
tiplying wives (v. 17), as Solomon did to his 
undoing (1 Kings xi. 1), that his heart, being 
set upon them, turn not away from business, 
and every thing that is serious, and especially 
from the exercise of piety and devotion, to 
which nothing is a greater enemy than the 
indulgence of the flesh. (3.) He must not 
gratify the love of riches by greatly multi- 
plying silver and gold. A competent trea- 
sure is allowed him, and he is not forbidden 
to be a good husband of it, but, [1.] He must 
not greatly multiply money, so as to oppress 
his people by raising it (as Solomon seems to 
have done, 1 Kings xii. 4), nor so as to de- 
ceive himself, by trusting to it, and setting 
his heart upon it, Ps. lxii. 10. {2.] He must 
not multiply it to himself. David multiplied 
silver and gold, but it was for the service of 
God (1 Chron. xxix. 4), not for himself; for 
his people, not for his own family. 

2. He must carefully apply himself to the 
law of God, and make that his rule. This 
must be to him better than all riches, ho- 
nours, and pleasures, than many horses or 
many wives, better than thousands of gold 
and silver. 

(1.) He must write himself a copy of the 
law out of the original, which was in the cus- 
tody of the priests that attended the sanc- 
tuary, v.18. Some think that he was ta 
write only this book of Deuteronomy, which 
is an abstract of the law, and the precepts of 
which, being mostly moral and judicial, con- 
cerned the king more than the laws in Leviti- 
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cus and Numbers, which, oeing ceremonial. 
concerned chiefly the priests. Others think 
that he was to transcribe all the five books 
of Moses, which are called the Jaw, and which 
were preserved together as the foundation of 
their religion. Now, [1.] Though the king 
inight be presumed to have very fair copies 
by him from his ancestors, yet, besides those, 
he must have one of his own: it might be 
presumed that theirs were worn with con- 
stant use; he must have a fresh one to begin 
the world with. {2.] Though he had secre- 
taries about him whom he might employ to 
write this copy, and who perhaps could write 
a better hand than he, yet he must do it him- 
self, with his own hand, for the honour of 
the law, and that he might think no act of 
religion below him, to inure himself to la- 
bour and study, and especially that he might 
thereby be obliged to take particular notice 
of every part of the law and by writing it 
might imprint it in his mind. Note, It is of 
great use for each of us to write down what 
we observe as most affecting and edifying to 
us, out of the scriptures and good books, and 
out of the sermons we hear. <A prudent pen 
may go far towards making up the deficien- 
cies of the memory, and the furnishing of 
the treasures of the good householder with 
things new and old. [3.] He must do this 
even when he sits upon the throne of his 
kingdom, provided that he had not done it 
before. When he begins to apply himself to 
business, he must apply himself to this in the 
first place. He that sits upon the throne of 
a kingdom cannot but have his hands full. 
The affairs of his kingdom both at home and 
abroad call for a large share of his time and 
thoughts, and yet he must write himself a 
copy of the law. Let not those who call 
themselves men of business think that this 
will excuse them from making religion their 
business ; nor let great men think it any dis- 
paragement to them to write for themselves 
those great things of God’s law which he hath 
written to them, Hos. viii. 12. 

(2.) Having a Bible by him of his own 
writing, he must not think it enough to keep 
it in his cabinet, but he must read therein 
all the days of his life,v.19. Itis not enough 
to have Bibles, but we must use them, use 
them daily, as the duty and necessity of every 
day require: our souls must have their con- 
stant meals of that manna; and, if well 
digested, it will be true nourishment and 
strength to them. As the body is receiving 
benefit by its food continually, and not only 
when it is eating, so is the soul, by the word 
of God, if it meditate therein day and night, 
Ps. i. 2. And we must persevere in the use 
of the written word of God as long as we 
live. Christ’s scholars never learn above 
their Bibles, but will have a constant occa- 
sion for them till they come to that world 
where knowledge and love will both be made 
perfect. 

(3.) His writing and reading were all no- 
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thing if he did not reduce to practice what 
he wrote and read, v. 19,20. The word of God 
is not designed merely to be an entertaining 
subject of speculation, but to be a com- 
manding rule of conversation. Let him 
know, [1.] What dominion his religion must 
have over him, and what influence it must 
have upon him. First, It must possess him 
with a very reverent and awful regard to the 
divine majesty and authority. He must learn 
(and thus the most learned must be ever 
learning) to fear the Lord his God; and, as 
high as he is, he must remember that God is 
above him, and, whatever fear his subjects 
owe to him, that, and much more, he owes 
to God as his King. Secondly, It must en- 
gage him to a constant observance of the law 
of God, and a conscientious obedience to it, 
as the effect of that fear. He must keep ail 
the words of this law (he is custos ntriusque 
tabule—the keeper of both tables), not only 
take care that others do them, but do 
them himself as a humble servant to the God 
of heaven anda good example to his inferiors. 
Thirdly, It must keep him humble. How 
much soever he is advanced, let him keep his 
spirit low, and let the fear of his God prevent 
the contempt of his brethren ; and let not his 
heart be lifted up above them, so as to carry 
himself haughtily or disdainfully towards 
them, and to trample upon them. Let him 
not conceit himself better than they because 
he is greater and makes a fairer show; but 
Jet him remember that he is the minister of 
God to them for good (major singulis, but mi- 
nor universis—greater than any one, but less 
than the whole). It must prevent his errors, 
either on the right hand or on the left (for 
there are errors on both hands), and keep 
him right, in all instances, te his God and to 
his duty. [2.] What advantage his religion 
would beof to him. Those that fear God and 
keep his commandments will certainly fare 
the better for it in this world. The greatest 
monarch in the world may receive more be- 
nefit by religion than by all the wealth and 
power of his monarchy. It will be of advan- 
tage, First, To his person: He shall prolong 
his days in his kingdom. We find in the his- 
tory of the kings of Judah that, generally, 
the best reigns were the longest, except when 
God shortenea them for the punishment of 
the people, as Josiah’s. Secondly, To his fa- 
mily: his children shall also prosper. En- 
tail religion upon posterity, and God will en- 
tail a blessing upon it. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


In this chapter, I. The rights and revenues of the church are set- 
tled, and rules given coacerning the Levites’ ministration and 
maintenance, ver. 1—8. lI. The caution against the idolatrous 
ahominable customs of the heathen is repeated, ver. 9—14. III. 
A promise is given them of the spirit of prophecy to continue 
among them, and to centre at last in Christ the great prophet, 
ver. 15—18. 1V. Wrath threatened against those that despise pro- 
phecy (ver. 19) or counterfeit it (ver. £0), and a role given for 
the trial of it, ver. 21, 22. 


HE priests the Levites, and all 
the tribe of Levi, shall have no 


| part nor inheritance with Israel: they 
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shail eat the offerings of the Lorp 
made by fire, and his inheritance. 2 
Therefore shall they have no inhe- 
nitance among their brethren: the 
Lor is their inheritance, as he hath 
said unto them. 3 And this shall be 
the priest’s due from the people, from 
them that offer a sacrifice, whether ¿t 
be ox or sheep; and they shall give 
unto the priest the shoulder, and the 
two checks, and the maw. 4 The 
firstfruits also of thy corn, of thy wine, 
and of thine oil, and the first of the 
fleece of thy sheep, shalt thou give 
him. 5 For the Lorp thy God hath 
chosen him out of all thy tribes, to 
stand to minister in the name of the 
Lorp, him and his sons for ever. 6 
And if a Levite come from any of thy 
gates out of all Israel, where he so- 
journed, and come with all the desire 
of his mind unto the place which the 
Lorp shall choose; 7 Then he shall 
minister in the name of the Lorn his 
God, as all his brethren the Levites 
do, which stand there before the 
Lorp. 8 They shall have like por- 
tions to eat, beside that which cometh 
of the sale of his patrimony. 


Magistracy and ministry are two divine 
institutions of admirable use for the support 
and advancement of the kingdom of God 
among men. Laws concerning the former we 
had in the close of the foregoing chapter, 
directions are in this given concerning the 
latter. Land-marks are here set between the 
estates of the priests and those of the people. 

I. Care is taken that the priests entangle 
not themselves with the affairs of this life, 
nor enrich themselves with the wealth of this 
world; they have better things to mind. 
They shall have no part nor inheritance with 
Israel, that is, no share either in the spoils 
taken in war or in the land that was to be 
divided by lot, v. 1. Their warfare and hus- 
bandry are both spiritual, and enough to fill 
their hands both with work and profit and 
to content them. The Lord is their inherit- 
ance, v. 2. Note, Those that have God for 
their inheritance, according to the new cove- 
nant, should not be greedy of great things 
in the world, neither gripe what they have 
nor grasp at more, but look upon all present 
things with the indifference which becomes 
those that believe God to be all-sufficient. 

Il. Care is likewise taken that they want 
not any of the comforts and conveniences of 
this life. ‘Though God, who is a Spirit, is 
their inheritance, it does not therefore follow 
that they must live upon the air; no, 
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1. The people must provide for them. 
They must have their due from the people, 
v.3. Their maintenance must not depend 
upon the generosity of the people, but they 
must be by law entitled to it. He that is 
taught in the word ought in justice to com- 
municate to him that teaches him; and he 
that has the benefit of solemn religious as- 
semblies ought to contribute to the comfort- 
able support of those that preside in such 
assemblies. (1.) The priests who in their 
courses served at the altar had their share of 
the sacrifices, namely, the peace-offerings, 
that were brought while they were in waiting. 
besides the breast and shoulder, which were 
appointed them before (Lev. vii. 32—34), the 
cheeks and maw are here ordered to be given 
them; so far was the law from diminishing 
what was already granted that it gave them 
anaugmentation. (2.) The first-fruits which 
arose within such a precinct were brought in, 
as it should seem, to the priests that resided 
among them, for their maintenance in the 
country; the first of their corn and wine for 
food, and the first of their fleece for clothing 
(v. 4); for the priests who were employed to 
teach others ought themselves tolearn, having 
food and raiment, to be therewith content. 
The first-fruits were devoted to God, and he 
constituted the priests his receivers; and if 
God reckons what is, in general, given to the 
poor, lent to him, to be repaid with interest, 
much more what is, in particular, given to 
poor ministers. ‘There is a good reason given 
for this constant charge upon their estates 
(w. 5), because the Levites were chosen of 
God, and his choice must be owned and 
countenanced, and those honoured by us 
whom he honours; and because they stood to 
minister, and ought to be recompensed for 
their attendance and labour, especially since 
it was iu the name of the Lord, by his warrant, 
in his service, and for his praise, and this 
charge entailed upon their seed for ever; 
those who were thus engaged and thus em- 
ployed ought to have all due encouragement 
given them, as some of the most needful use- 
ful members of their commonwealth. 

2. The priests must not themselves stand 
in one another's light. If a priest that by 
the law was obliged to serve at the altar only 
in his turn, and was paid for that, should, 
out of his great affection to the sanctuary, 
devote himself to a constant attendance there, 
and quit the ease and pleasure of the city in 
which he had his lot for the satisfaction of 
serving the altar, the priests whose turn it 
was to attend must admit him both to join 
in the work and to share in the wages, and 
not grudge him either the honour of the one 
or the profit of the other, though it might 
seem to break in upon them, v. 6—8. Note, 
A hearty pious zeal to serve God and his 
church, though it may a little encroach upon 
a settled order, and there may be somewhat 
in it that looks irregular, yet ought to be 
gratified and not discouraged. He that ap- 
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pears to have a hearty affection to the sanc- 
tuary, and loves dearly to be employed in 
the service of it, in God’s name let him minis- 
ter; he shall be as welcome to God as the 
Levites whose course it was to minister, and 
should be so to them. The settling of the 
courses was intended rather to secure those 
to the work that were not willing to do so 
much than to exclude any that were willing 
to do more And he that thus serves as a 
volunteer shall have as good pay as the 
pressed men, besides that which comes of the 
sale of his patrimony. ‘The church of Rome 
obliges those who leave their estates to go 
into a monastery to bring the produce of their 
estates with them into the common stock of 
the monastery, for gain is their godliness ; 
but here it is ordered that the pious devotee 
should reserve to himself the produce of his 
patrimony, for religion and the ministry were 
never appointed of God, however they have 
been abused by men, to serve a secular 
interest. È 

9 When thou art come into the 
iand which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee, thou shalt not learn to do after 
the abominations of those nations. 10 
There shall not be found among you 
any one that maketh his son or his 
daughter to pass through the fire, or 
that useth divination, or an observer 
of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a ne- 
cromancer. 12 For all that do these 
things are an abomination unto the 
Lor»: and because of these abomi- 
nations the Lorp thy God doth drive 
them out from before thee. 13 Thou 
shalt be perfect with the Lorp thy 
God. 14 For these nations, which 
thou shalt possess, hearkened unto 
observers of times, and unto diviners: 
but as for thee, the Lorp thy God 


hath not suffered thee so to do. 

One would not think there had been so 
much need as it seems there was to arm the 
people of Israel against the infection of the 
idolatrous customs of the Canaanites. Was 
it possible that a people so blessed with divine 
institutions should ever admit the brutish 
and barbarous inventions of men and devils? 
Were they in any danger of making those 
their tutors and directors in religion whom 
God had made their captives and tributaries? 
It seems they were in danger, and therefore, 
after many similar cautions, they are here 
charged not to do after the abominations of 
those nations, v. 9. 

J. Some particulars are specified; as, 1. 
The consecrating of their children to Moloch, 
an idol that represented the sun, by making 
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them to pass through the fire, and sometimes 
consuming them as sacrifices in the fire, v. 10. 
See the law against this before, Lev. xviii. 21. 
2. Using arts of divination, to get the unne- 
cessary knowledge of things to come, enchant- 
ments, wttchcrafts, charms, &c., by which the 
power and knowledge peculiar to God were 
attributed to the devil, to the great reproach 
both of God’s counsels and of his providence, 
v. 10,11. One would wonder that such arts 
and works of darkness, so senseless and ab- 
surd, so impious and profane, could be found 
in a country where divine revelation shone 
so clearly; yet we find remains of them even 
where Christ’s holy religion is known and 
professed ; such are the powers and policies 
of the rulers of the darkness of this world. 
But let those that give heed to fortune-tellers, 
or go to wizards for the discovery of things 
secret, that use spells for the cure of diseases, 
are in any league or acquaintance with fami- 
liar spirits, or form a confederacy with those 
that are—let them know that they can have 
no fellowship with God while thus they have 
fellowship with devils. It is amazing to 
think that there should be any pretenders of 
this kind in such a land and day of light as 
we live in. 

II. Some reasons are given against their 
conformity to the customs of the Gentiles 
1. Because it would make them abominable 
to God. The things themselves being hate- 
ful to him, those that do them are an abo- 
mination; and miserable is that creature that 
has become odious to its Creator, v. 12. See 
the malignity and mischievousness of sin; 
that must needs be an evil thing indeed 
which provokes the God of mercy to detest 
the work of his own hands. 2. Because these 
abominable practices had been the ruin of 
the Canaanites, of which ruin they were not 
only the witnesses but the instruments. It 
would be the most inexcusable folly, as weii 
as the most unpardonable impiety, for them, 
to practise themselves those very things for 
which they had been employed so severely to 
chastise others. Did the land spue out the 
abominations of the Canaanites, and shall 
Israel lick up the vomit? 3. Because they 
were better taught, v. 13, 14. Itis an argu- 
ment like that of the apostle against Chris- 
tians walking as the Gentiles walked (Eph. 
iv. 17,18, 20): You have not so learned Christ. 
“lt is true these nations, whom God gave up 
to their own hearts’ lusts, and suffered to walk 
im their own ways (Acts xiv. 16), did thus 
corrupt themselves; but thou art not thus 
abandoned by the grace of God: the Lord 
thy God has not suffered thee to do so; thou 
art instructed in divine things, and hast fair 
warning given thee of the evil of those prac- 
tices; and therefore, whatever others do, it is 
expected that thou shouldest be perfect with 
the Lord thy God,” that is, “that thou 
shouldest give divine honours to him, to him 
only, and to no other, and not mix any of the 
superstitious customs of the heathen with his 
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institutions.” One of the Chaldee para- 
phrasts here takes notice of God’s furnishing 
them with the oracle of urim and thummim, 


as a preservative from all unlawful arts of 


divination. ‘Those were fools indeed who 
would go to consult the father of lies when 
they had such a ready way of consulting the 
Goil of truth. 

15 The Lor» thy God will raise up 
unto thee a Prophet trom the midst 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; 
unto him ye shall hearken; 16 Ac- 


cording to all that thou desiredst of 


the Lorp thy God in Horeb in the 
day of the assembly, saying, Let me 
uot hear again the voice of the Lorp 
my God, neither let me see this great 
fire any more, that I dienot. 17 And 
the Lorp said unto me, They have 
well spoken that which they have 
spoken. 18 I will raise them upa 
Prophet from among their brethren, 
like unto thee, and will put my words 
in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto 
them all that I shall command him. 
19 And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever will not hearken unto my 
words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require iż of him. 20 
But the prophet, which shall presume 
to speak a word in my name, which 
I have not commanded him to speak, 
or that shall speak in the name of 
other gods, even that prophet shall 
die. 21 And if thou say in thine 
heart, How shall we know the word 
which the Lorp hath not spoken? 
22 When a prophet speaketh in the 
name of the Lor», if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that zs the thing 
which the Lorn hath not spoken, but 
the prophet hath spoken it presump- 
tuously : thou shalt not be afraid of 
him. 

Here is, I. The promise of the great pro- 
phet, with a command to receive him, and 
hearken to him. Now, 

1. Some think it is the promise of a suc- 
cession of prophets, that should for many 
ages be kept up in Israel. Besides the priests 
and Levites, their ordinary ministers, whose 
office it was to teach Jacob God’s law, they 
should have prophets, extraordinary minis- 
ters, to reprove them for their faults, remind 
them of thcir duty, and foretel things to 
come, judgments for warning and deliverances 
tor their comfort. Having these prophets, 
u£.) They need not use divinations, nor con- 
ståt with familiar spirits, for they might en- 
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quire of God’s prophets even concerning their 
private affairs, as Saul did when he was in 
quest of his father’s asses, 1 Sam.ix.6. (2> 
‘They could not miss the way of their duty 
through ignorance or mistake, nor differ in 
their opinions about it, having prophets 
among them, whom, in every dificult doubt- 
ful case, they might advise with and appeal 
to. These prophets were like unto Moses in 
some respects, though far inferior to him, 
Deut. xxxiv. 10. 

2. Whether a succession of prophets be in- 
cluded in this promise or not, we are sure 
that it is primarily intended as a promise of 
Christ, and it is the clearest promise of him 
that is in all the law of Moses. It is ex- 
pressly applied to our Lord Jesus as the 
Messiah promised (Acts iii. 22; vii. 37), and 
the people had an eye to this promise when 
they said concerning him, This is of a truth 
that prophet that should come into the world 
(John vi. 14); and it was his Spirit that 
spoke in all the other prophets, 1 Pet. i. 11. 
Observe, 

(1.) What it is that is here promised con- 
cerning Christ. What God promised Moses 
at Mount Sinai (which he relates, v. 18), he 
promised the people (v. 15) in God’s name. 
[1.] That there should come a prophet, great 
above all the prophets, by whom God would 
make known himself and his will to the 
children of men more fully and clearly than 
ever he had done before. He is the light 
of the world, as prophecy was of the Jewish 
church, John viii. 12. He is the Word, by 
whom God speaks to us, Johni.1; Heb.i.2. 
[2.] That God would raise him up from the 
midst of them. In his birth he should be one 
of that nation, should live among them ana. 
be sent to them. In his resurrection he 
should be raised up at Jerusalem, and thence 
his doctrine should go forth to all the world. 
thus God, having raised up his Son Christ 
Jesus, sent him to bless us. [3.] That he 
should be like unto Moses, only as much 
above him as the other prophets came short 
of him. Moses was such a prophet as wasa 
law-giver to Israel and their deliverer out of 
Egypt, and so was Christ: he not only teaches, 
but rules and saves. Moses was the founder 
of a new dispensation by signs and wonders 
and mighty deeds, and so was Christ, by 
which he proved himself a teacher come from 
God. Was Moses faithful? So was Christ ; 
Moses as a servant, but Christ as a Son. 
[4.] That God would put his words in his 
mouth, v. 18. What messages God had to 
send to the children of men he would send 
them by him, and give him full instructions 
what to say and do asa prophet. Hence our 
Saviour says, My doctrine is not mine ori- 
ginally, but his that sent me, John vii. 16. 
So that this great promise is performed ; this 
Prophet has come, even Jesus; it is he that 
should come, and we are to look for no other. 

(2.) The agreeableness of this designed 
dispensation to the people’s avowed choice 
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and desire at Mount Sinai, v. 16,17. ‘There 
God had spoken to them in thunder and 
lightning, out of the midst of the fire and 
thick darkness. Every word made their ears 
tingle and their hearts tremble, so that the 
whole congregation was ready to die with 
fear. In this fright, they begged hard that 
God would not speak to them in this manner 
any more (they could not bear it, it would 
overwhelm and distract them), but that he 
would speak to them by men like themselves, 
by Moses now, and afterwards by other pro- 
phets like unto him. “ Well,” says God, “it 
shall be so; they shall be spoken to by men, 
whose terrors shall not make them afraid ;” 
and, to crown the favour beyond what they 
were able to ask or think, in the fulness of 
time the Word itself was made flesh, and 
they saw his glory as of the only-begotten of 
the Father, not, as at Mount Sinai, full of 
majesty and terror, but full of grace and truth, 
John i. 14. ‘hus, in answer to the request 
of those who were struck with amazement by 
the law, God promised the incarnation of his 
Son, though we may suppose it far from the 
thoughts of those that made that request. 

(3.) A charge and command given to all 
people to hear and believe, hear and obey, 
this great prophet here promised: Unto him 
you shall hearken (v. 15); and whoever will 
not hearken to him shall be surely and se- 
verely reckoned with for his contempt (w. 19) 
I will require it of him. God himself applied 
this to our Lord Jesus in the voice that came 
out of the excellent glory, Matt. xvii. 5, Hear 
you him, that is, this is he concerning whom 
it was said by Moses of old, Unto him you 
shall hearken ; and Moses and Elias then 
stood by and assented to it. ‘The sentence 
here passed on those that hearken not to this 
prophet is repeated and ratified in the New 
Testament. He that believeth not the Son, 
the wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36. 
And how shall we escape if we turn away from 
him that speaketh from heaven ? Heb. xii. 25. 
The Chaldee paraphrase here reads it, Diy 
Word shall require it of him, which can be 
no other than a divine person, Christ the 
eternal Word, to whom the Father has com- 
mitted all judgment, and by whom he will 
at the last day judge the world. Whoever 
turns a deaf ear to Jesus Christ shall find 
that it is at his peril; the same that is the 
prophet is to be his judge, John xii. 48. 

II. Here is a caution against false pro- 
phets, 1. By way of threatening against the 
pretenders themselves, v. 20. Whoever sets 
up for a prophet, and produces either a com- 
mission from a false god, as the prophets of 
Baal, or a false and counterfeit commission 
from the true God, shall be deemed and 
adjudged guilty of high treason against the 
crown and dignity of the King of kings, and 
that traitor shall be put to death (v. 20), 
namely, by the judgment of the great san- 
hedrim, which, in process of time, sat at 
Jerusalem; and therefore our Saviour says 
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that a prophet could not perish but at Jeru- 
salem, and i2ys the blood of the prophets at 
Jerusalem’s door (Luke mii. 33, 34), whom 
therefore God himself would punish; yet 
there false prophets were supported. 2. By 
way of direction to the people, that they 
might not be imposed upon by pretenders, 
of which there were many, as appears, Jer. 
xxiii. 25; Ezek. xii. 6; 1 Kings xxii. 6. It 
is a very proper question which they are 
supposed to ask, v. 21. Since it is so great 
a duty to hearken to the true prophets, and 
yet there is so much danger of being misled 
by false prophets, how shall we know the 
word which the Lord has not spoken? By 
what marks may we discovera cheat? Note, 
It highly concerns us to have a right touch- 
stone wherewith to try the word we hear, 
that we may know what that word is which 
the Lord has not spoken. Whatever is 
directly repugnant to sense, to the light and 
law of nature, and to the plain meaning of 
the written word, we may be sure is nat that 
which the Lord has spoken; nor that which 
gives countenance and encouragement to 
sin, or has a manifest tendency to the de- 
struction of piety or charity: far be it from 
God that he should contradict himself. ‘The 
rule here given in answer to this enquiry was 
adapted chiefly to that state, v. 22. If there 
was any cause to suspect the sincerity of a 
prophet, let them observe that if he gave 
them any sign, or foretold something to 
come, and the event was not according to 
his prediction, they might be sure he was 
not sent of God. This does not refer so 
much to the foretelling of mercies and judg- 
ments (though as to these, and the difference 
between the predictions of mercies and judg- 
ments, there is a rule of discerning between 
truth and falsehood laid down by the pro- 
phet, Jer. xxviii. 8, 9), but rather to the 
giving of signs on purpose to confirm their 
mission. ‘Though the sign did come to pass, 
yet this would not serve to prove their mis- 
sion if they called them to serve other gods; 
this point had been already settled, Deut. 
xii. 1—3. But, if the sign did not come to 
pass, this would serve to disprove their mis- 
sion. ‘ When Moses cast his rod upon the 
ground (it is bishop Patrick’s explanation 
of this), and said it would become a serpent, 
if it had not accordingly been turned into a 
serpent, Moses had been a false prophet: if, 
when Elijah called for fire from heaven to 
consume the sacrifice, none had come, he 
had been no better than the prophets of 
Baal.” Samuel’s mission was proved b 

this, that God let none of his words fall to the 
ground, 1 Sam. iii. 19, 20. And by the mi- 
racles Christ wrought, especially by that 
great sign he gave of his resurrection the 
third day, which came to pass as he foretold, 
it appeared that he was a teacher come from 
God. Lastly, They are directed not to be 
afraid of a false prophet ; that is, not to be 
afraid of the judgments such a one might 
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denounce to amuse people and strike terror 
upon them; nor to be afraid of executing 
the law upon him when, upon a strict and 
impartial scrutiny, it appeared that he was a 
false prophet. ‘This command not to fear a 
false prophet implies that a true prophet, 
who proved his commission by clear and un- 
deniable proofs, was to be feared, and it was 
at their peril if they offered him any violence 
or put any slight upon him. 


CHAP. ATX. 


The Jaws which Moses had hitherto beew repeating and urging 
mostly concerned the acts of religion and devotion towards God ; 
but here he comes mure fully to press the duties of righteousness 
between man and man, This chapter relates, 1. To the sixth 
cummandment, ** Thou shalt not kill,” ver. 1—13. 11. To the 
eighth commandment, ‘ Thou shalt not steal,” ver. 14. JI To 
the nmth commandment, *‘ Thou shalt not bear false witness,” 
ver. 15, &e. 


HEN the Lor» thy God hath 

cut off the nations, whose land 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee, and 
thou succeedest them, and dwellest 
in their cities, and in their houses; 
2 Thou shalt separate three cities for 
thee in the midst of thy land, which 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee to 
possess it. 3 Thou shalt prepare 
thee a way, and divide the coasts of 
thy land, which the Lorp thy God 
giveth thee to inherit, into three parts, 
that every slayer may flee thither. 4 
And this ¿s the case of the slayer, 
which shall flee thither, that he may 
live: Whoso killeth his neighbour 
ignorantly, whom he hated not in 
time past; 5 As when a man gneth 
into the wood with his neighbour to 
hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a 
stroke with the ax to cut down the 
tree, and the head slippeth from the 
helve, and lighteth upon his neigh- 
bour, that he die; he shall flee unto 
one of those citivs, and live: 6 Lest 
the avenger of the blood pursue the 
slayer, while his heart is hot, and over- 
take him, because the way is long, and 
slay him ; whereas he was not worthy 
of death, inasmuch as he hated him 
not in time past. 7 Wherefore I com- 
mand thee, saying, Thoushalt separate 
three cities for thee. 8 And if the 
Lorp thy God enlarge thy coast, as 
he hath sworn unto thy fathers, and 
give thee all the land which he pro- 
mised to give unto thy fathers; 9 If 
thou shalt Kec, all these command- 
ments to do them, which I command 
thee this day, to love the Lor» thy 


God, and to walk ever in his ways; 
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then-shalt thou add three cities more 
for thee, beside these three: 10 That 
innocent blood be not shed in thy 
land, which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance, and so blood 
be upon thee. 11 But if any man 
hate his neighbour, and lie in wait 
for him, and rise up against him, and 
smite him mortally that he die, and 
fleeth into one of these cities: 12 
Then the elders of his city shall send 
and fetch him thence, and deliver him 
into the hand of the avenger of blood, 
that he may die. 13 Thine eye shall 
not pity him, but thou shalt put away 
tke guilt of innocent blood from Is- 
rael, that it may go well with thee. 


It was one of the precepts given to the 
sons of Noah that whoso sheddeth man’s blood 
by man shall his blood be shed, that is, by the 
avenger of blood, Gen. ix. 6. Now here we 
have the law settled between blood and 
blood, between the blood of the murdered 
and the blood of the murderer, and effectual 
provision made, 

I. That the cities of refuge should be a 
protection to him that slew another casually, 
so that he should not die for that as a crime 
which was not his voluntary act, but only 
his unhappiness. The appointment of these 
cities of refuge we had before (Exod. xxi. 
13), and the law laid down concerning them 
at large, Num. xxxv. 10, &c. It is here re- 
peated, and direction is given concerning 
three things :— 

1. The appointing of three cities in Canaan 
for this purpose. Moses had already ap- 
pointed three on that side Jordan which he 
saw the conquest of; and now he bids them, 
when they should be settled in the other 
part of the country, to appoint three more, v. 
1—3, 7. The country was to be divided 
into three districts, as near by as might be 
equal, and a city of refuge in the centre of 
each, so that every corner of the land might 
have one within reach. Thus Christ is 
not a refuge at a distance, which we must 
ascend to heaven or go down to the deep for, 
but the word is nigh us, and Christ in the 
word, Rom. x. 8. The gospel brings salva- 
tion to our door, and there it knocks for ad- 
mission. To make the flight of the delin- 
quent the more easy, the way must be pre- 
pared that led to the city of refuge. Pro- 
bably they had causeways or street-ways 
leading to those cities, and the Jews say that 
the magistrates of Israel, upon one certain 
day in the year, sent out messengers to see 
that those roads were in good repair, and 
they were to remove stumbling-blocks, mend 
bridges that were broken, and, where twc 
ways met, they were to set up a Mercurial 
post, with a finger to point the right way, 
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on which was engraven ın great letters, 
Miklat, Miklat—Refuge, Refuge. In allu- 
sion to this, gospeì ministers are to show 
people the way to Christ, and to assist and 
direct them in flying by faith to him for re- 
fuge. They must be ready to remove their 
prejudices, and help them over their diffi- 
culties. And, blessed be God, the way of 
holiness, to all that seek it faithfully, is a 
highway so plain that the wayfaring men, 
though fools, shall not err therein. 

2. The use to be made of these cities, v. 
4—6. (1.) It is supposed that it might so 
happen that a man might be the death of his 
neighbour without any design upon him 
either from a sudden passion or malice 
prepense, but purely by accident, as by the 
flying off of an axe-head, which is the in- 
stance here given, with which every case of 
this kind was to be compared, and by it ad- 
judged. See how human life lies exposed 
daily, and what deaths we are often in, and 
what need therefore we have to be always 
ready, our souls being continually in our 
hands. How are the sons of men snared in 
an evil time, when ti falls suddenly upon them ! 
Eccl. ix. 12. An evil time indeed it is when 
this happens not only to the slain but to the 
slayer. (2.) It is supposed that the relations 
of the person slain would be forward to 
avenge the blood, in affection to their friend 
and in zeal for public justice. Though the 
law did not allow the avenging of any other 
affront or injury with death, yet the avenger 
of blood, the blood of a relation, shal] have 
great allowances made for the heat of his 
heart upon such a provocation as that, and 
his killing the manslayer, though he was so 
by accident only, should not be accounted 
murder if he did it before he got to the city 
of refuge, though it is owned he was not 
worthy of death. Thus would God possess 
people with a great horror and dread of the 
sin of murder: if mere chance-medley did 
thus expose a man, surely he that wilfully 
does violence to the blood of any person, 
whether from an old grudge or upon a sud- 
den provocation, must flee to the pit, and Zet 
no man stay him (Prov. xxviil. 17); yet the 
New Testament represents the sin of murder 
as more heinous and more dangerous than 
even this law does. 1 John iii. 15, You 
know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him. (3.) It is provided that, if an avenger 
of blood should be so unreasonable as to de- 
mand satisfaction for blood shed by accident 
only, then the city of refuge should protect 
the slayer. Sins of ignorance indeed do ex- 
pose us to the wrath of God, but there is 
relief provided, if by faith and repentance 
we make use of it. Paul that had been a 
persecutor obtained mercy, because he did it 
ignorantly ; and Christ prayed for his cruci- 
fiers, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. 

3. The appointing of three cities more for 
this use in case God should hereafter enlarge 
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their territories and the dominion of their 
religion, that all those places which came 
under the government of the law of Moses 
in other instances might enjoy the benefit of 
that law in this instance, v.8—10. Hereis, 
(1.) An intimation of God’s gracious inten- 
tion to enlarge their coast, as he had pro- 
mised to their fathers, if they did not by 
their disobedience forfeit the promise, the 
condition of which is here carefully repeated, 
that, if it were not performed, the reproach 
might lie upon them, and not on God. He 
promised to give it, if thou shalt keep all these 
commandments ; not otherwise. (2.) A di- 
rection to them to appoint three cities more 
in their new conquests, which, the number 
intimates, should be as large as their first 
conquests were; wherever the border of 
Israel went this privilege must attend it, that 
innocent blood be not shed, v.10. Though 
God is the saviour and preserver of all men, 
and has a tender regard to all lives, yet the 
blood of Israclites is in a particular manner 
precious to him, Ps. lxxii. 14. Tho learned 
Ainsworth observes that the Jewish writers 
themselves own that, the condition not being 
performed, the promise of the enlarging of 
their coast was never fulfilled; so that there 
was no occasion for ever adding these three 
cities of refuge; yet the holy blessed God 
(say they) did not command it in vain, for in 
the days of Messiah the prince three other 
cities shall be added to these six: they expect 
it to be fulfilled in the letter, but we know that 
in Christ it has its spiritual accompiishment, 
for the borders of the gospel Israel are en- 
larged according to the promise, and in 
Christ, the Lord our righteousness, refuge is 
provided for those that by faith flee to him. 
II. It is provided that the cities of refuge 
should be no sanctuary or shelter to a wilful 
murderer, but even thence he should be 
fetched, and delivered to the avenger ot 
blood, v. 11—13. 1. This shows that wilful 
murder must never be protected by the civil 
magistrate; he bears the sword of justice in 
vain if he suffers those to escape the edge of 
it that lie under the guilt of blood, which he 
by office is the avenger of. During the do- 
minion of the papacy in our own land, be- 
fore the Reformation, there were some 
churches and religious houses (as they called 
them) that were made sanctuaries for the 
protection of all sorts of criminals that fled 
to them, wilful murderers not excepted, so 
that (as Stamford says, in his Pleas of the 
Crown, lib. II. e. xxxvii.) the government 
follows not Moses but Romulus, and it was 
not till about the latter end of Henry VIIIs 
time that this privilege of sanctuary for wil- 
ful murder was taken away, when in that, as 
in other cases, the word of God came to be 
regarded more than the dictates of the see of 
Rome. And some have thought it would be 
a completing of that instance of reformation 
if the benefit of clergy were taken away for 
man-siaughter, that is, the killing of a man 
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upon a small provocation, since this law 
allowed refuge only in case of that which 
our law calls chance-medley. 2. It may be 
alluded to to show that in Jesus Christ 
there is no refuge for presumptuous sinners, 
that go on still in their trespasses. If we 
thus sin wilfully, sin and go on in it, there 
remuins no sacrifice, Heb. x. 26. Those that 
flee to Christ from their sins shall be safe in 
him, but not those that expect to be shel- 
tered by him in their sins. Salvation itself 
cannot save such: divine justice will fetch 
them even from the city of refuge, the pro- 
tection of which they are not entitled to. 


14 Thou shalt not remove thy 
neighbour’s landmark, which they of 
old time have set in thine inheritance, 
which thou shalt inherit in the land 
that the Lorp thy God giveth thee 
to possess it. 15 One witness shall 
not rise up against a man for any in- 
iquity, or for any sin, in any sin that 
he sinneth: at the mouth of two wit- 
nesses, or at the mouth of three wit- 
nesses, shall the matter be established. 
16 If a false witness rise up against 
any man to testify against him that 
which is wrong; 17 Then both the 
men, between whom the controversy 
is, shall stand before the Lorp, be- 
fore the priests and the judges, which 
shall be in those days; 18 And the 
judges shall make diligent inquisition : 
and, behold, ¿f the witness Je a false 
witness, and hath testified falsely 
against his brother; 19 Then shall 
ye do unto him, as he had thought 
to have done unto his brother: so 
shalt thou put the evil away from 
among you. 20 And those which 
remain shall hear, and fear, and shall 
henceforth commit no more any such 
evil among you. 21 And thine eye 
shall not pity; but life shall go for lite, 
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot. 

Here is a statute for the preventing of 
frauds and perjuries ; for the divine law takes 
care of men’s rights and properties, and has 
made a hedge about them. Such a friend is 
it to human society and men’s civil interest. 

I. A law against frauds, v.14. 1. Here is 
an implicit direction given to the first plant- 
ers of Canaan to fix land-marks, according 
to the distribution of the land to the several 
tribes and families by lot. Note, It is the 
will of God that every one should know his 
own, and that all good means should be used 


to prevent encroachments and the doing and 
804 


DEUTERONOMY. 


B.C. 1451, 


suffering of wrong. When right is settled, 
care must be taken that it be not afterwards 
unsettled, and that, if possible, no occasion 
of dispute may arise. 2. An express law to 
posterity not to remove those land-marks 
which were thus fixed at first, by which a 
man secretly got that to himself which was 
his neighbour’s. ‘Chis, without doubt, is a 
moral precept, and still binding, and to us it 
forbids, (1.) The invading of any man’s 
right, and taking to ourselves that which is 
not our own, by any fraudulent arts or prac- 
tices, as by forging, concealing, destroying, 
or altering deeds and writings (which are our 
land-marks, to which appeals are made), or 
by shifting hedges, meer-stones, and keunda- 
ries. ‘Though the land-marks were set by 
the hand of man, yet he was a thief and a 
robber by the law of God that removed them. 
Let every man be content with his own lot, 
and just to his neighbours, and then we shall 
have no land-marks removed. (2.) It forbids 
the sowing of discord among neighbours, 
and doing any thing to occasion strife and 
law-suits, which is done (and it is very ill 
done) by confounding those things which 
should determine disputes and decide con- 
troversies. And, (3.) It forbids breaking in 
upon the settled order and constitution of 
civil government, and the altering of ancient 
usages without just cause. ‘This law sup- 
ports the honourof prescriptions. Consuetudo 
facit jus—Custom is to be held as law. 

II. A law against perjuries, which enacts 
two things :—1. That a single witness should 
never be admitted to give evidence in a cri- 
minal cause, so as that sentence should be 
passed upon his testimony, v. 15. ‘This law 
we had before, Num. xxxv. 30, and in this 
book, ch. xvii. 6. This was enacted in favour 
to the prisoner, whose life and honour should 
not lie at the mercy of a particular person 
that had a pique against him, and for 
caution to the accuser not to say that which 
he could not corroborate by the testimony of 
another. It is a just shame which this law 
puts upon mankind as false and not to he 
trusted ; every man is by it suspected: and 
it is the honour of God’s grace that the 
record he has given concerning his Son is 
confirmed both in heaven and in earth by 
three witnesses, 1 John v. 7. Let God be true 
and every man a liar, Rom. iii. 4. 2. Thata 
false witness should incur the same punish- 
ment which was to have been inflicted upon 
the person he accused, v. 16—21. (1.) The 
criminal here is a false witness, who is said to 
rise up against a man, not only because all 
witnesses stood up when they gave in their 
evidence, but because a false witness did in- 
deed rise up as an enemy and an assailant 
against him whom he accused. If two, or 
three, or many witnesses, concurred im a false 
testimony, they were all liable to be prose- 
cuted upon thislaw. (2.) The person wronged 
or brought into peril by the false testimony 
is supposed to be the appellant, v. 17. And 
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yet if the person were put to death upon the 
evidence, and afterwards it appeared to be 
false, any other person, or the judges them- 
selves, ex officio—by virtue of their office, 
might call the false witness to account. (3.) 
Causes of this kind, having more than ordi- 
nary difficulty in them, were to be brought 


before the supreme court, The priests and 


judges, who are said to be before the Lord, 


because, as other judges sat in the gates of 


their cities, so these at the gate of the sanc- 
tuary, ch. xvii. 12. (4.) There must be great 
care in the trial, v.18. A diligent inquisition 
must be made into the characters of the per- 
sons, and all the circumstances of the case, 
which must be compared, that the truth 
might be found out, which, where it is thus 
faithfully and impartially enquired into, 
Providence, it may be hoped, will particularly 
advance the discovery of. (5.) Ifit appeared 
that a man had knowingly and maliciously 
borne false witness against his neighbour, 
though the mischief he designed him thereby 
was not effected, he must undergo the same 
penalty which his evidence would have brought 
his neighbour under, v. 19. Nec lex est jus- 
tior ulla—Nor could any law be more just. 
If the crime he accused his neighbour of was 
to be punished with death, the false witness 
must be put to death; if with stripes, he 
must be beaten; if with a pecuniary mulct, 
he was to be fined the same sum. And be- 
cause to those who considered not the hei- 


nousness of the crime, and the necessity of 


making this provision against it, it might 
seem hard to punish a man so severely for a 
few words’ speaking, especially when no mis- 
chief did actually follow, it is added: Thy 
eye shall not pity, v.21. No man needs to 
be more merciful than God. ‘The benefit 
that will accrue to the public from this seve- 
rity will abundantly recompense it: Those 
that remain shall hear and fear, v. 20. Such 
exemplary punishments will be warnings to 
others not to attempt any such mischief, when 
they sce how he that made the pit and dig- 
gedit has fallen into the ditch which he made. 
CHAP. XX. 


This chapter settles the militia, and establishes the baws and ordi- 
nances of war, | Relating to the soldiers. 1, Those must be 
encouraged that were drawn up to battle, ver. J—4. 2. Those 
mast be dismissed and sent back again whose private affairs 
called for their attendance at home (ver. 5—7), or whose weak- 
ness and timidity unfitted them for service in the field, ver. 3, 
9. 1l. Relating to the enemies they made war with. 1. The 
treaties they mast make with the cities that were far off, ver. 
10~-15. 2. The destruction they must make of the people into 
whose land they were going, ver. 16—18. 3. The care they must 
take, in besieging cities, not to destroy the frait-trees, ver. 


19, 20. 

HEN thou goest out to battle 

against thine enemies, and seest 
horses, and chariots, and a people 
more than thou, be not afraid of them : 
for the Lorp thy God is with thee, 
which brought thee up out of the land 
of Egypt. 2 And it shall be, when 


ye are come nigh unto the battle, that 
the priest shall approach and speak 
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unto the people, 3 And shall say unto 
them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach 
this day unto battle against your ene- 
mies: let not your hearts faint, fear 
not, and do not tremble, neither be ye 
terrified because of them; 4 For the 
Lorp your God is he that goeth with 
you, to fight for you against your ene- 
mies, to save you. 5 And the offi- 
cers shali speak unto the people, say- 
ing, What man is there that hath 
built a new house, and hath not de- 
dicated it? let him go and return to 
his house, lest he die in the battle, 
and another man dedicate it. 6 And 
what man is he that hath planted a 
vineyard, and hath not yet eaten of it? 
let him also go and return unto his 
house, lest he die in the battle, and 
another man eat of it. 7 And what 
man is there that hath betrothed a 
wife, and hath not taken her? let him 
go and return unto his house, lest he 
die in the battle, and another man 
take her. 8 And the officers shall 
speak further unto the people, and 
they shall say, What man is there 
that is fearful and fainthearted? let 
him go and return unto bis house, lest 
his brethren’s heart faint as well as 
his heart. 9 And it shall be, when 
the officers have made an end of speak- 
ing unto the people, that they shall 
make captains of the armies to lead 
the people. 

Israel was at this time to be considered 
rather as a camp than as a kingdom, entering 
upon an enemy’s country, and not yet settled 
in a country of their own; and, besides the 
war they were now entering upon in order to 
their settlement, even after their settlement 
they could neither protect nor enlarge their 
coast without hearing the alarms of war. It 
was therefore needful that they should have 
directions given them in their military affairs ; 
and in these verses they are directed in ma- 
naging, marshalling, and drawing up their 
own forces. And it is observable that the 
discipline of war here prescribed is so far 
from having any thing in it harsh or severe, 
as is usual in martial law, that the intent of 
the whole is, on the contrary, to encourage 
the soldiers, and to make their service easy 
to them. 

I. Those that were disposed to fight must b> 
encouraged and animated against their fears. 

1. Moses here gives a gensyal envourage- 
ment, which the leaders and commanders in 
the war must take to themselves: “ Be not 
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afraid of them, v. 1. Though the enemy 
have ever so much the advantage by their 
numbers (being more than thou), and by their 
eavalry (their armies being much made up of 
horses and chariots, which thou art not allowed 
to multiply), yet decline not coming to a 
battle with them, dread not the issue, nor 
doubt of success.” Two things they must 
encourage themselves with in their wars, pro- 
vided they kept close to their God and their 
religion, otherwise they forfeited these en- 
couragements:—(1.) The presence of God 
with them: “ The Lord thy God is with thee, 
and therefore thou art not in danger, nor 
needest thou be afraid.” See Isa. xli. 10. 
(2.) Tbe experience they and their fathers 
had had of God’s power and goodness in 
bringing them out of the land of Egypt, in de- 
fiance of Pharaoh and all his hosts, which was 
not only in general a proof of the divine om- 
nipotence, but to them in particular a pledge 
of what God would do further for them. He 
that saved them from those greater enemies 
would not suffer them to be run down by 
those that were every way less considerable, 
and thus to have all he had done for them 
undone again. 

2. This encouragement must be particu- 
larly addressed to the common soldiers by a 
priest appointed, and, the Jews say, anointed, 
for that purpose, whom they call the anointed 
of the war, a very proper title for our anointed 
Redeemer, the captain of our salvation. ‘This 
priest, in God’s name, was to animate the 
people; and who so fit to do that as he 
whose office it was as priest to pray for 
them? For the best encouragements arise 
from the precious promises made to the 
prayer of faith. This priest must, (1.) Charge 
them not to be afraid (w. 3), for nothing 
weakens the hands so much as that which 
makes the heart tremble, v. 3. ‘There 1s need 
of precept upon precept to this purport, as 
there is here: Let not your hearts be tender 
(so the word is), to receive all the impressions 
of fear, but let a believing confidence in the 
power and promise of God harden them. 
Fear not, and do not make haste (so the word 
is), for he that believeth doth not make more 
haste than good speed. ‘Do not make haste 
either rashly to anticipate your advantages 
or basely to fly off upon every disadvantage.” 
(2.) He must assure them of the presence of 
God with them, to own and plead their 
righteous cause, and not only to save them 
from their enemies, but to give them victory 
over them, v.4. Note, Those have no reason 
to fear that have God with them. The giving 
of this encouragement by a priest, one of the 
Lord’s ministers, intimates, [1.] That it is 
very fit that armies should have chaplains, 
not only to pray for them, but to preach to 
them, both to reprove that which would hin- 
der their suecess and to raise their hopes of 
it. [2.] That it is the work of Christ’s mi- 
nisters to encourage his good soldiers in their 
spiritual conflicts with the world and the flesh, 
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and to assure them of a conquest, yea, more 
than a conquest, through Christ that loved us. 

lI. Those that were indisposed to fight 
must be discharged, whether the indisposition 
did arise, 

1. From the circumstances of a man’s out- 
ward condition; as, (1.) If he had lately 
built or purchased a new house, and bad not 
taken possession of it, had not dedicated it 
(v. 5), that is, made a solemn festival for the 
entertainment of his friends, that came to 
him to welcome him to his house; let him go 
home and take the comfort of that which 
God had blessed him with, till, by enjoying 
it for some time, he become less fond of it, 
and consequently less disturbed in the war 
by the thoughts of it, and more willing to die 
and leave it. Yor this is the nature of all our 
worldly enjoyments, that they please us best 
at first; after a while we see the vanity of 
them. Some think that this dedication of 
their houses was a religious act, and that 
they took possession of them with prayers 
and praises, with a solemn devoting of them- 
selves and all their enjoyments to the service 
and honour of God. David penned the 30th 
Psalm on such an occasion, as appears by the 
title. Note, He that has a house of his own 
should dedicate it to God by setting up and 
keeping up the fear and worship of God in it, 
that he may have a church in his house; and 
nothing should be suffered to divert a man 
from this. Or, (2.) If a man had been at a 
great expense to plant a vineyard, and longed 
to eat of the fruit of it, whieh for the first 
three years he was forbidden to do by the 
law (Lev. xix. 23, &c.), let him go home, if 
he has a mind, and gratify his own humour 
with the fruits of it, v. 6. See how indulgent 
God is to his people in innocent things, and 
how far from being a hard Master. Since 
we naturally covet to eat the labour of our 
hands, rather than an Israelite should be 
crossed therein, his service in war shall be 
dispensed with. Or, (3.) Ifa man had made 
up his mind to be married, and the marriage 
were not solemnized, he was at liberty to 
return (v. 7), as also to tarry at home for one 
year after marriage (ch. xxiv. 5), for the terrors 
of war would be disagreeable to a man who 
had just welcomed the soft scene of domestic 
attachment. And God would not be served 
in his wars by pressed men, that were 
forced into the army against their will, but 
they must all be perfeetly volunteers. Ps. 
ex. 3, Thy people shall be willing. In run- 
ning the Christian raee, and fighting the 
good fight of faith, we must lay aside every 
weight, and all that which would clog and 
divert our minds and make us unwilling. The 
Jewish writers agree that this liberty to re- 
turn was allowed only in those wars which 
they made voluntarily (as bishop Patrick ex- 
presses it), not those which were made by the 
divine command against Amalek and the 
Canaanites, in which every man was bound 
to fight. 
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2. If a man’s indisposition te fight arose 
from the weakness and timidity of his own 
spirit, he had leave to return from the war, 
v. 8. ‘This proclamation Gideon made to his 
army, and it detached above two-thirds of 
them, Judg. vii. 3. Some make the fearful- 
ness and faintheartedness here supposed to 
arise from the terrors of an evil conscience, 
which would make a man afraid to look death 
and danger in the face. It was then thought 
that men of loose and profligate lives would 
not be good soldiers, but must needs be 
both cowards in an army and curses to it, 
the shame and trouble of the camp; and 
therefore those who were conscious to them- 
selves of notorious guilt were shaken off. 
But it seems rather to be meant of a natural 
fearfulness. It was partly in kindness to 
them that they had their discharge (for, 
though shamed, they were eased); but much 
more in kindness to the rest of the army, 
who were hereby freed from the incumbrance 
of such as were useless and unserviceable, 
while the danger of infection from their cow- 
ardice and flight was prevented. ‘This is 
the reason here given: Lest his brethren’s 
heart fail as well us his heart. Fear is catch- 
ing, and in an army is of most pernicious con- 
sequence. We must take heed that we fear 
not the fear of those that are afraid, Isa. viii. 12. 

HHE. It is here ordered that, when all the 
cowards were dismissed, then captains should 
be nominated (v. 9), for it was in a special 
manner necessary that the leaders and eom- 
marders should be men of courage. That 
reform therefore must be made when the 
army was first mustered and marshalled. 
The soldieis of Christ have need of courage, 
that they may quit themselves like men, and 
endure hardness like good soldiers, especially 
the officers of his army. 


10 When thou comest nigh unto a 
city to fight against it, then proclaim 
peace unto it. 11 And it shall be, if it 
make thee answer of peace, and open 
unto thee, then it shall be, that all the 
people that is found therein shall be 
tributaries unto thee, and they shall 
serve thee. 12 And if it will make no 
peace with thee, but will make war 
against thee, then thou shalt besiege 
it: 13 And when the Lorp thy God 
hath delivered it into thine hands, 
thou shalt smite every male thereof 
with the edge of the sword: 14 But 
the women, and the little ones, and 
the cattle, and all that is in the city, 
even all the spoil thereof, shalt thou 
take unto thyself; and thou shalt eat 
the spoil of thine enemies, which the 
Lorp thy God hath given thee. 15 
Thus shalt thou do unto all the cities 


CHAP. XX. 


Proclamutions of war. 


which are very far off from thee, which 
are not of the cities of these nations. 
16 But of the cities of these people, 
which the Lorp thy God doth give 
thee for an inheritance, thou shalt 
save alive nothing that breatheth : 17 
But thou shalt utterly destroy them ; 
namely, the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites, the Canaanites, and the Periz- 
zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites ; 
as the Lorpthy God hath commanded 
thee: 15 That they teach you not to do 
afterall theirabominations, which they 
have done unto their gods; so should 
ye sin against the Lorp your God. 
19 When thou shalt besiege a city a 
long time, in making war against it to 
take it, thou shalt not destroy the 
trees thereof by forcing an ax against 
them: for thou mayest cat of them, 
and thou shalt not cut them down 
(for the tree of the field ¿s man’s life) 
to employ them in the siege: 20 Only 
the trees which thou knowest that 
they be not trees for meat, thou shalt 
destroy and cut them down ; and thou 
shalt build bulwarks against the city 
that maketh war with thee, until itbe 
subdued. 


They are here directed what method to 
take in dealing with the cities (these only are 
mentioned, v. 10, but doubtless the armies in 
the field, and the nations they had occasion 
to deal with, are likewise intended) upon 
which they made war. They must not make 
a descent upon any of their neighbours till 
they had first given them fair notice, by a 
public manifesto, or remonstrance, stating 
the ground of their quarrel with them. In 
dealing with the worst of enemies, the laws 
of justice and honour must be observed ; and, 
as the sword must never be taken in hand 
without cause, so not without cause shown. 
War is an appeal, in which the merits of the 
cause must be set forth. 

I. Even to the proclamation of war must 
he subjoined a tender of peace, if they would 
aceept of it upon reasonable terms. That is 
(say the Jewish writers), “upon condition 
that they renounce idolatry, worship the God 
of Israel, as proselytes of the gate that were 
not cireumeised, pay to their new masters a 
yearly tribute, and submit to their govern- 
ment :” on these terms the process of war 
should be stayed, and their conquerors, upon 
this submission, were to be their protectors, 
v. 10, 11. Some think that even the seven 
nations of Canaan were to have this offer of 
peace made to them; and the offer was no 
jest or mockery, though it was of the Lord 

S07 


Directions concerning war. 


DEUTERONOMY. 


B.C. 1451. 


to harden their hearts that they should not| that were very far off (v. 15), because by 


accept it, Josh. xi. 20. 
they are excluded (v. 16) not only from the 
benefit of that law (v. 13) which confines 
military execution to the males only, but 
from the benetit of this also, which allows 
not to make war till peace was refused. And 
I see not how they could proclaim peace to 
those who by the law were to be utterly 
rooted out, and to whom they were to show 
no mercy, ch. vii. 2. But for any other na- 
tion which they made war upon, for the en- 
larging of their coast, the avenging of any 
wrong done, or the recovery of any right 
denied, they must first proclaim peace to 
them. Let this show, 1. God’s grace in 
dealing with sinners: though he might most 
justly and easily destroy them, yet, having 
no pleasure in their ruin, he proclaims peace, 
and beseeches them to be reconciled ; so that 
those who lie most obnoxious to his justice, 
and ready to falł as sacrifices to it, if they 
make him an answer of peace, and open to 
him, upon condition that they will be tri- 
butaries and servants to him, shall not only 
be saved from ruin, but incorporated with his 
Israel, as fellow-citizens with the saints. 2. 
Let it show us our duty in dealing with our 
brethren: if any quarrel happen, let us not 
only be ready to hearken to the proposals of 
peace, but forward to make such proposals. 
We should never make use of the law till we 
have first tried to accommodate matters in 
variance amicably, and without expense and 
vexation. JVe must be for peace, whoever 
are for war. 

Il. If the offers of peace were not ac- 
cepted, then ihey must proceed to push on 
the war. And let those to whom God offers 
peace know that if they reject the offer, and 
take not the benefit of it within the time 
limited, judgment will rejoice against mercy 
in the execution as much as now mercy re- 
joices against judgment in the reprieve. In 
this case, 1. There is a promise implied that 
they should be victorious. It is taken for 
granted that the Lord their God would deliver 
it into their hands, v.13. Note, Those en- 
terprises which we undertake by a divine 
warrant, and prosecute by divine direction, 
we may expect to succeed in. If we take 
God’s method, we shall have his blessing 
2. They are ordered, in honour to the public 
justice, to put all the soldiers to the sword, 
for them I understand by every male (v. 13), 
all that bore arms (as all then did that were 
able); but the spoil they are allowed to 
take to themselves (v. 14), in which were 
reckoned the women and children. Note, 
A justifiable property is acquired in that 
which is won in Jawful war. God himself 
owns the title: The Lord thy God gives it 
thee; and therefore he must be owned in it, 
Ps. xliv. 3. 

II. The nations of Canaan are excepted 
from the merciful provisions made by this 
law. Remnants might be left of the cities 
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Others think that! them they were not in so much danger of 


being infected with idolatry, nor was their 
country so directly and immediately intended 
in the promise; but of the cities which were 
given to Israel for an inheritance no remnants 
must be left of their inhabitants (v. 16), for it 
put a slight upon the promise to admit Ca- 
naanites to share with them in the peculiar 
land of promise; and for another reason they 
must be utterly destroyed (w. 17), because, 
since it could not be expected that they 
should be cured of their idolatry, if they were 
left with that plague-sore upon them they 
would be in danger of infecting God’s Israel, 
who were too apt to take the infection: They 
will teach you to do after their abominations 
(w. 18), to introduce their customs into the 
worship of the God of Israel, and by degrees 
to forsake him and to worship false gods; 
for those that dare violate the second com- 
mandment will not long keep to the first. 
Strange worships open the door to strange 
deities. 

IV. Care is here taken that in the besieging 
of cities there should not be any destruction 
made of fruit-trees, v. 19,20. In those times, 
when besiegers forced their way, not as now 
with bombs and cannon-hall, but with batter- 
ing rams, they had occasion for much timber 
in carrying on their sieges: now because, in 
the heat of war, men are not apt to consider, 
as they ought, the public good, it is expressly 
provided that fruit-trees should not be used 
as timber-trees. That reason, for the tree of 
the field is man’s (the word life we supply), all 
the ancient versions, the Septuagint, Tar- 
gums, &c., read, For is the tree of the field a 
man? Or the tree of the field is not a man, 
that it should come against thee in the siege, 
or retire from thee into the bulwark. <‘‘Da 
not brutishly vent thy rage against the trees 
that can do thee no harm.” But our trans- 
lation seems most agreeable to the intent of 
the law, and it teaches us, 1. That God is a 
better friend to man than man is to himself; 
and God’s law, which we are apt to complain 
of as a heavy yoke, consults our interest and 
comfort, while our own appetites and passions, 
of which we are so indulgent, are really ene- 
mies to our welfare. ‘The intent of many of 
the divine precepts is to restrain us from de- 
stroying that which is our life and food. 2. 
That armies and their commanders are not 
allowed to make what desolation they please 
in the countries that are the seat of war. 
Military rage must always be checked and 
ruled with reason. War, though carried on 
with ever so much caution, is destructive 
enough, and should not be made more so 
than is absolutely necessary. Generous spirits 
will show themselves tender, not only ot 
men’s lives, but of their livelihoods; for, 
though the life is more than meat, yet it will 
soon be nothing without meat. 3. The Jews 
understand this as a prohibition of all wilful 
waste upon any account whatsoever. No 
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fruit-tree 1s to be destroyed unless ìt be bar- 
ren, and cumber the ground. ‘ Nay,” they 
maintain, “whoso wilfully breaks vessels, 
tears clothes, stops wells, pulls down build- 
ings, or destroys meat, transgresses this law: 
Thou shalt not destroy.” Christ took care 
that the broken meat should be gathered up, 
that nothing might be lost. Every creature 
of God is good, and, as nothing is to be re- 
fused, so nothing is to be abused. We may 
live to want what we carelessly waste. 


CHAP. ANI 


In this chapter provision is made, l. For the putting away of the 
guilt of blood from the land, when he that shed it had fled from 
justice, ver. 1—9. IJ. For the preserving of the honour of a 
captive maid, ver. 10—14. lll. For the securing of the right of 
a first-born son, though he were not a favourite, ver. 15—17. 1V. 
For the restraining and punishing of a rebellions son, ver. 18—21. 
V. For the maintaining of the honour of human bodies, which 
must not be hanged m chains, but decently buried, even the 
bodies of the worst ioalefactors, ver. 22, 23. 


F one be found slain in the land 
which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee to possess it, lying in the field, 
and it be not known who hath slain 
him: 2 Then thy elders and thy 
judges shall come forth, and they shall 
measure unto the cities which are 
round about him that is slain: 3 And 
it shall be, that the city which is next 
unto the slain man, even the elders of 
that city shall take a heifer, which 
hath not been wrought with, and which 
hath not drawn in the yoke; 4 And 
the elders of that city shall bring down 
the heifer unto a rough valley, which 
is neither eared nor sown, and shall 
strike off the heifer’s neck there in 
the valley: 5 And the priests the sons 
of Levi shall come near; for them the 
Lorp thy God hath chosen to mi- 
nister unto him, and to bless in the 
name of the Lorp; and by their 
word shall every controversy and 
every stroke be éried: 6 And all the 
elders of that city, (hat are next unto 
the slain man, shall wash their hands 
over the heifer that is beheaded in the 
ralley: 7 And they shall answer and 
say, Our hands have not shed this 
blood, neither have our eyes seen zé. 
8 Be merciful, O Lorp, unto thy 
people Israel, whom thou hast re- 
deemed, and lay not innocent blood 
unto thy people of Israel’s charge. 
And the blood shall be forgiven them. 
9 So shalt thou put away the guilt of 
innocent blood from among you, when 
thou shalt do that which is right in 


the sight of the Lorn. 
Care had been taken by some preceding 
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Undetected murder. 


laws for the vigorous and effectual prosecu- 
tion of a wilful murderer (ch. xix. 11, &c.), 
the putting of whoin to death was the putting 
away of the guilt of blood from the land; but 
if this could not be done, the murderer not 
being discovered, they must not think that 
the land was in no danger of contracting any 
pollution because it was not through any 
neglect of theirs that the murderer was un- 
punished ; no, a great solemnity is here pro- 
vided for the putting away of the guilt, as an 
expression of their dread and detestation of 
that sin. 

I. The case supposed is that one is found 
slain, and it is not known who slew him, v. 1. 
‘Tine providence of God has sometimes won- 
derfully brought to light these hidden works 
of darkness, and by strange occurrences the 
sin of the guilty has found them out, inso- 
much that it has become a proverb, Murder 
will out. But it is not always so; now and 
then the devil’s promises of secresy and im- 
punity in this world are made good; yet it is 
but for a while: there is a time coming when 
secret murders will be discovered; the earth 
shall disclose her blood (Isa. xxvi. 21), upon 
the inquisition which justice makes for it; 
and there is an eternity coming when those 
that escaped punishment from men will lie 
under the righteous judgment of God. And 
the impunity with which so many murders 
and other wickednesses are committed in this 
world makes it necessary that there should 
be a day of judgment, to require that which 
is past, Ecel. iii. 15. 

lI. Directions are given concerning what 
is to be done in this case. Observe, 

1. It is taken for granted that a diligent 
search had been made for the murderer, wit- 
nesses examined, and circumstances strictly 
enquired into, that if possible they might find 
out the guilty person; but if, after all, they 
could not trace it out, nor fasten the charge 
upon any, then, (1.) The elders of the next 
city (that had a court of three and twenty in 
it) were to concern themselves about this 
matter. If it were doubtful which city was 
next, the great sanhedrim were to send com- 
missioners to determine that matter by an 
exact measure, v. 2,3. Note, Public persons 
must be solicitous about the public good; 
and those that are in power and reputation in 
cities must lay out themselves to redress 
grievances, and reform what is amiss in the 
country and neighbourhood that lie about 
them. Those that are next to them should 
have the largest share of their good influence, 
as ministers of God for good. (2.) The priests 
and Levites must assist and preside in this 
solemnity (v. 5), that they might direct the 
management of it in all points according to 
the law, and particularly might be the people’s 
mouth to God in the prayer that was to be 
put up on this sad oceasion, v. 8. God be- 
ing Israel’s King, his ministers must be their 
magistrates, and by their word, as the mouth 
of the court and learned in the laws, every 
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controversy must be tried. It was Israel’s 
privilege that they had such guides, over- 
seers, and rulers, and their duty to make use 
of them upon all occasions, especially in sa- 
cred things, as this was. (3.) They were to 
bring a heifer down into a rough and un- 
occupied valley, and to kill it there, v. 3, 4. 
This was nota sacrifice (for it was not brought 
to the altar), but a solemn protestation that 
thus they would put the murderer to death if 
they had him in their hands. The heifer 
must be one that had not drawn in the yoke, 
to signify (say some) that the murderer was 
a son of Belial; it must be brought into a 
rough valley, to signify the horror of the fact, 
and that the defilement which blood brings 
upon a land turns it into barrenness. And 
the Jews say that unless, after this, the mur- 
derer was found out, this valley where the 
heifer was killed was never to be tilled nor 
sown. (4.) The elders were to wash their 
hands in water over the heifer that was killed, 
and to profess, not only that they had not 
shed this innocent blood themselves, but that 
they knew not who had w. 6, 7), nor had 
knowingly concealed the murderer, helped 
him to make his escape, or been any way 
aiding or abetting. To this custom David 
alludes, Ps. xxvi. 6, I will wash my hands in 
innocency ; but if Pilate had any eye to it 
(Matt. xxvii. 24) he wretchedly misapplied it 
when he condemned Christ, knowing him to 
be innocent, and yet acquitted himself from 
the guilt of innocent blood. Protestatio non 
valet contra factum—Protestations are of no 
avail when contradicted by fact. (5.) The 
priests were to pray to God for the country 
and nation, that God would be merciful to 
them, and not bring upon them the judgments 
which the connivance at the sin of murder 
would deserve. It might be presumed that 
the murderer was either one of their city 
or was now harboured in their city; and 
therefore they must pray that they might not 
fare the worse for his being among them, 
Num. xvi. 22. Be merciful, O Lord, to thy 
people Israel, v.3. Note, When we hear of the 
wickedness of the wicked we have need to 
ery earnestly to God for mercy for our land, 
which groans and trembles under it. We 
must empty the measure by our prayers 
which others are filling by their sins. Now, 

2. This solemnity was appointed, (1.) That 
it might give occasion to common and publie 
discourse concerning the murder, which per- 
haps might some way or other occasion the 
discovery of ıt. (2.) That it might possess 
people with a dread of the guilt of blood, 
which defiles not only the conscience of him 
that sheds it (this should engage us all to 
pray with David, Deliver me from blood- 
guiltiness), but the land in which it is shed; 
it cries to the magistrate for justice on the 
criminal, and, if that ery be not heard, it cries 
to heaven for judgment on the land. If there 
must be so much care employed to save the 
land from guilt when the murderer was not 
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known, it was certainly impossible to secure 
it from guilt if the murderer was known and 
yet protected. All would be taught, by this 
solemnity, to use their utmost care and dili- 
gence to prevent, discover, and punish mur- 
der. Even the heathen mariners dreaded the 
guilt of blood, Jon.i.14. (3.) That we might 
all learn to take heed of partaking in other 
men’s sins, and making ourselves accessory 
to them ex post facto—after the fact, by 
countenancing the sin or sinner, and not wit- 
nessing against it in our places. We have 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness if we do not reprove them rather, and 
bear our testimony against them. ‘The re- 
pentance of the church of Corinth for the sin 
of one of their members produced such a 
carefulness, such a clearing of themselves, 
such a holy indignation, fear, and revenge 
(2 Cor. vii. 11), as were signified by the so- 
lemnity here appointed. 


10 When thou goest forth to war 
against thine enemies, and the Lorp 
thy God hath delivered them into 
thine hands, and thou hast taken 
them captive, 11 And seest among 
the captives a beautiful woman, and 
hast a desire unto her, that thou 
wouldest have her to thy wife; 12 

‘hen thou shalt bring her home to 
thine house; and she shall shave her 
head, and pare her nails; 13 And 
she shall put the raiment of her cap- 
tivity from off her, and shall remain 
|in thine house, and bewail her father 
and her mother a full month: and 
after that, thou shalt go in unto her, 
and be her husband, and she shall be 
thy wife. 14 And it shall be, if thou 
have no delight in her, then thou shalt 
let her go whither she will; but thou 
shalt not sell her at all for money, thou 
shalt not make merchandise of her, 
because thou hast humbled her. 

By this law a soldier is allowed to marry 
his captive if he pleased. For the hardness 
of their hearts Moses gave them this per- 
mission, lest, if they had not had liberty given’ 
them to marry such, they should have taken 
liberty to defile themselves with them, and 
by such wickedness the camp would have 
been troubled. ‘lhe man is supposed to have 
a wife already, and to take this wife for a 
secondary wife, as the Jews called them. 
This indulgence of men’s inordinate desires, 
in which their hearts walked after their eyes, 
is by no means agreeable to the law of Christ, 
which therefore in this respect, among others, 
far exceeds in glory the law of Moses. The 


gospel permits not him that has one wife to 
take another, for from the beginniny it was 
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not so. ‘The gospel forbids looking upon a 
woman, though a beautiful one, to lust after 
her, and commands the mortifying and deny- 
ing of all irregular desires, though it be as 
uneasy as the cutting off of a right hand; so 
much does our holy religion, more than that 
of the Jews, advance the honour and support 
the dominion of the soul over the body, the 
spirit over the flesh, consonant to the glorious 
discovery it makes of life and immortality, 
and the better hope. 

But, though military men were allowed this 
liberty, yet care is here taken that they should 
not abuse it, that is, 

I. That they should not abuse themselves 
by doing it too hastily, though the captive 
was ever so desirable: “If thou wouldest 
have her to thy wife (v. 10, 11), it is true thou 
needest not ask her parents’ consent, for she 
is thy captive, and is at thy disposal. But, 
1. Thou shalt have no familiar intercourse 
till thou hast married her.” This allowance 


was designed to gratify, not a filthy brutish 


lust, in the heat and fury of its rebellion 
against reason and virtue, but an honour- 
able and generous affection to a comely and 
amiable person, though in distress; therefore 
he may make her his wife if he will, but he 
must not deal with her as with a harlot. 2. 
“ Thou shalt not marry her of a sudden, but 
keep her a full month in thy house,” v. 12, 13. 
This he must do either, (1.) That he may try 
to take his affection off from her; for he 
must know that, though in marrying her he 
does not do ill (so the law then stood), yet 
in letting her alone he does much better. 
Let her therefore shave her head, that he 
might not be enamoured with her locks, and 
let her nails grow (so the margin reads it), to 
spoil the beauty of her hand. Quicquid amas 
cupias non placuisse nimis—IVe should mo- 
derate our affection for those things which we 
are tempted to love inordinately. Or rather, 
(2.) This was done in token of her renouncing 
idolatry, and becoming a proselyte to the 
Jewish religion. The shaving of her head, 
the paring of her nails, and the changing of 
her apparel, signified her putting off her for- 
mer conversation, which was corrupt in her 
ignorance, that she might become a new 
creature. She must remain in his house to 
be taught the good knowledge of the Lord 
and the worship of him: and the Jews say 
that if she refused, and continued obstinate 
in idolatry, he must not marry her. Note, 
The professors of religion must not be un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers, 2 Cor. vi. 14. 

II. That they should not abuse the poor 
captive. 1. She must have time to bewail 
her father and mother, from whom she was 
separated, and without whose consent and 
blessing she is now likely to be married, and 
perhaps to a common soldier of Israel, though 
in her country ever so nobly born and bred. 
To force a marriage till these sorrows were 
digested, and in some measure got over, and 
she was better reconciled to the land of her 
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captivity by being better acquainted with it, 
would be very unkind. She must not bewail 
her idols, but be glad to part with them; to 
her near and dear relations only her affection 
must be thus indulged. 2. If, upon second 
thoughts, he that had brought her to his 
house with a purpose to marry her changed 
his mind and would not marry her, he might 
not make merchandise of her, as of his other 
prisoners, but must give her liberty to return, 
if she pleased, to her own country, because 
he had humbled her and afflicted her, by 
raising expectations and then disappointing 
them (v. 14); having made a fool of her, he 
might not make a prey of her. ‘his inti- 
mates how binding the laws of justice and 
honour are, particularly in the pretensions of 
love, the courting of affections, and the pro- 
mises of marriage, which are to be looked 
upon as solemn things, that have something 
sacred in them, and therefore are not to be 
jested with. 


15 If a man have two wives, one 
beloved, and another hated, and they 
have borne him children, both the be- 
loved and the hated; and if the first- 
born son be her’s that was hated: 16 
Then it shall be, when he maketh his 
sons to inherit that which he hath, 
that he may not make the son of the 
beloved firstborn before the son of 
the hated, which is indeed the first- 
born: 17 But he shall acknowledge 
the son of the hated for the firstborn, 
by giving him a double portion of all 
that he hath: for he zs the beginning 
of his strength; the right of the first- 
born is his. 


This law restrains men from disinheriting 
their eldest sons out of mere caprice, and 
without just provocation. 

I. The case here put w. 15) is very in- 
structive. 1. It shows the great inischief of 
having more wives than one, which the law 
of Moses did not restrain, probably in hopes 
that men’s own experience of the great in- 
convenience of it in families would at last put 
an end to it and make them a law to them- 
selves. Observe the supposition here: If a 
man have two wives, it is a thousand to one 
but one of them is beloved and the other 
hated (that is, manifestly loved Jess) as Leah 
was by Jacob, and the effect of this cannot 
but be strifes and jealousies, envy, confusion, 
and every evil work, which could not but 
create a constant uneasiness and vexation to 
the husband, and involve him both in sin 
and trouble. Those do much better consult 
their own ease and satisfaction who adhere 
to God’s law than those who indulge their 
own lusts. 2. It shows how Providence 


commonly sides with the weakest, and gives 
more abundant honour to that part which 
Sil 


Punishment of a rebellicus son. 


lacked ; for the first-born son is here sup- 
posed to be hers that was hated ; it was so in 
Jacob's family: because the Lord saw that 
Leah was hated, Gen. xxix. 31. The great 
householder wisely gives to each his dividend 
of comfort; if cne had the honour to be the 
beloved wife, it often proved that the other 
had the honour to be the mother of the 
first-born. ae 

If. The law in this case is still binding on 
parents; they must give their children their 
right without partiality. In the case sup- 
posed, the eldest son, though the son of the 
less-beloved wife, must have his birthright 
privilege, which was a double portion of the 
father’s estate, because he was the beginning 
of his strength, that is, in him his family 
began to be strengthened, and nis quiver 
began to be filled with the arrows of a mighty 
man (Ps. cxxvii. 4), and therefore the right 
of the first-born is his, v.16, 17. Jacob had 
indeed deprived Renben of his birthright, 
and given it to Joseph, but it was because 
Reuben had forfeited the birthright by his 
incest, not because he was the son of the 
hated ; now, lest that which Jacob did justly 
should be drawn into a precedent for others 
to do the same thing unjustly, it is here pro- 
vided that when the father makes his will, or 
otherwise settles his estate, the child shall 
not fare the worse for the mother’s unhappi- 
ness in having less of her husband’s love, for 
that was not the child’s fault. Note, (1.) 
Parents ought to make no other difference in 
dispensing their affections among their child- 
ren than what they see plainly God makes in 
dispensing his grace among them. (2.) 
Since it is the providence of God that makes 
heirs, the disposal of providence in that 
matter must be acquiesced in and not op- 
posed. No son should be abandoned by his 
father till he manifestly appear to be aban- 
doned of God, which is hard to say of any 
while there is life. 

18 If a man have a stubborn and 
rebellious son, which will not obey 
the voice of his father, or the voice of 
his mother, and that, when they have 
chastened him, will not hearken unto 
them: 19 Then shall his father and 
his mother lay hold on him, and bring 
him out unto the elders of his city, 
and unto the gate of his place; 20 
And they shall say unto the elders of 
his city, This our son zs stubborn and 
rebellious, he will not obey our voice ; 
he is a glutton, and a drunkard. 21 
And all the men of his city shall stone 
him with stones, that he die: so shalt 
thou put evil away from among you; 
and all Israel shall hear, and fear. 22 
And if a man have committed a sin 


worthy of death, and he be to be put 
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to death, and thou hang him on a 
tree: 23 His body shall not remain 
all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 
in any wise bury him that day; (for 
he that is hanged zs accursed of God;) 
that thy land be not defiled, which 
the Lor» thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance. 


Here is, I. A law for the punishing of a 
rebellious son. Having in the former law 
provided that parents should not deprive 
their children of their right, it was fit that 
it should next be provided that children 
withdraw not the honour and duty which are 
owing to their parents, for there is no par- 
tiality in the divine law. Observe, 

1. How the criminal is here described. 
He is a stubborn and rebellious son, v. 18. 
No child was to fare the worse for the weak- 
ness of his capacity, the slowness or dulness 
of his understanding, but for his wilfulness 
and obstinacy. If he carry himself proudly 
and insolently towards his parents, contemn 
their authority, slight their reproofs and ad- 
monitions, disobey the express commands 
they give him for his own good, hate to be 
reformed by the correction they give him, 
shame their family, grieve their hearts, waste 
their substance, and threaten to ruin their 
estate by riotous living—this is a stubborn and 
rebellious son. He is particularly supposed 
(v. 20) to be a glutton or a drunkard. This 
intimates either, (1.) That these were sins 
which his parents gid in a particular manner 
warn him against, and therefore that in these 
instances there was a plain evidence that he 
did not obey their voice. Lemuel had this 
charge from his mother, Prov. xxxi.4. Note, 
In the education of children, great care should 
be taken to suppress all inclinations to drunk- 
enness, and to keep them out of the way of 
temptations to it; in order hereunto they 
should be possessed betimes with a dread 
and detestation of that beastly sin, and taught 
betimes to deny themselves. Or, (2.) That 
his being a glutton and a drunkard was the 
cause of his insolence and obstinacy towards 
his parents. Note, There is nothing that 
draws men into all manner of wickedness, 
and hardens them in it, more certainly and 
fatally than drunkenness does. When men 
take to drink they forget the law, they forget 
all law (Prov. xxxi. 5), even that fundamental 
law of honouring parents. 

2. How this criminal is to be proceeded 
against. His own father and mother are to 
be his prosecutors, v. 19, 20. They might 
not put him to death themselves, but they 
must complain of him to the elders of the 
city, and the complaint must needs be made 
with a sad heart: This our son is stubborn 
and rebellious. Note, Those that give up 
themselves to vice and wickedness, and wili 
not be reclaimed, forfeit their interest in the 
natural affections of their nearest relations ; 
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the instruments of their being justly become 
the instruments of their destruction. The 
children that forget their duty must thank 
themselves and not blame their parents if 
they are regarded with less and less affection. 
And, how difficult soever tender parents 
now find it to reconcile themselves to the 
just punishment of their rebellious children, 
in the day of the revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God all natural affection will be 
so entirely swallowed up in divine love that 
they will acquiesce even in the condemnation 
of those children, because God will be therein 
for ever glorified. 

3. What judgment is to be executed upon 
him: he must be publicly stoned to death by 
the men of his city, v.21. And thus, (1.) 
The paternal authority was supported, and 
God, our common Father, showed himself 
jealous for it, it being one of the first and 
most ancient streams derived from him that 
is the fountain of all power. (2.) This law, 
if duly executed, would early destroy the 
wicked of the land (Ps. ci. 8), and prevent the 
spreading of the gangrene, by cutting off the 
corrupt part betimes; for those that were 
bad members of families would never make 
good members of the commonwealth. (3.) 
It would strike an awe upon children, and 
frighten them into obedience to their parents, 
if they would not otherwise be brought to 
their duty and kept in it: All Israel shall 
hear. The Jews say, “ The elders that con- 
demned him were to send notice of it in 
writing all the nation over, In such a court, 
such a day, we stoned such a one, because he 
was a stubborn and rebellious son” And I 
have sometimes wished that as in all our 
courts there is an exact record kept of the 
condemnation of criminals, in perpetuam rei 
memoriam—that the memorial may never be 
lost, so there might be public and authentic 
notice given in print to the kingdom of such 
condemnations, and the executions upon 
them, by the elders themselves, in ¢errorem— 
that all may hear and fear. 

IJ. A law for the burying of the bodies of 
malefactors that were hanged, v. 22. The 
hanging of them by the neck till the body 
was dead was not used at all among the Jews, 
as with us; but of such as were stoned to 
death, if it were for blasphemy, or some 
other very execrable crime, it was usual, by 
order of the judges, to hang up the dead 
bodies upon a post for some time, as a spec- 
tacle to the world, to express the ignominy of 
the crime, and to strike the greater terror 
upon others, that they might not only hear 
and fear, but see and fear. Now it is here 
provided that, whatever time of the day they 
were thus hanged up, at sun-set they should 
be taken down and buried, and not left to 
hang ont all night; sufficient (says the law) 
fo such a man is this punishment ; hitherto let 
it go, but no further. Let the malefactor 
and his crime be hidden in the grave. Now, 

l. God would thus preserve the honour of 
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human bodies and tenderness towards the 
worst of criminals. The time of exposing 
dead bodies thus is limited for the same 
reason that the number of stripes was limited 
by another law: Lest thy brother seem vile 
unto thee. Punishing beyond death God re- 
serves to himself; as for man, there is no 
mare that he can do. Whether therefore the 
hanging of malefactors in chains, and setting 
up their heads and quarters, be decent among 
Christians that look for the resurrection of 
the body, may perhaps be worth considering. 
2. Yet it is plain there was something cere- 
monial in it; by the law of Moses the touch 
of a dead body was defiling, and therefore 
dead bodies must not be left hanging up in 
the country, because, by the same rule, this 
would defile the land. But, 3. There is one 
reason here given which has reference to 
Christ. He that is hanged is accursed of God, 
that is, it is the highest degree of disgrace 
and reproach that can be done to a man, and 
proclaims him under the curse of God as 
much as any external punishment can. Those 
that see him thus hang between heaven and 
earth will conclude him abandoned of both 
and unworthy of either; and therefore let 
him not hang all night, for that would carry 
it too far. Now the apostle, showing how 
Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 
law by being himself made a curse for us, 
illustrates it by comparing the brand here put 
on him that was hanged on a tree with the 
death of Christ, Gal. iii. 13. Moses, by the 
Spirit, uses this phrase of being accursed of 
God, when he means no more than being 
treated most ignominiously, that it might 
afterwards be applied to the death of Christ, 
and might show that in it he underwent the 
curse of the law for us, which is a great en- 
hancement of his love and a great encourage- 
ment to our faith in him. And (as the ex- 
cellent bishop Patrick well observes) this 
passage is applied to the death of Christ, not 
only because he bore our sins and was ex- 
posed to shame, as these malefactors were 
that were accursed of God, but because he 
was in the evening taken down from the 
cursed tree and buried (and that by the par- 
ticular care of the Jews, with an eye to this 
law, John xix. 31), in token that now, the 
guilt being removed, the law was satisfied, as 
it was when the malefactor had hanged till 
sun-set; it demanded no more. ‘Then he 
ceased to bea curse, and those that were his. 
And, as the land of Israel was pure and clean 
when the dead body was buried, so the 
church is washed and cleansed by the com- 
plete satisfaction which thus Christ made. 
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The laws of this chapter provide, I. For the preservation of charity 
and good neighbourship, in the care of strayed or fallen cattle, 
ver. 1—4. ll. For the preservation of ordee and distinction, 
that men and women should not wear one another’s clothes (vee. 
5), and that other needless mixtures should be avoided, ver. 9 —11. 
lIl. For the preservation of birds, ver. 6,7. IV. OF life, ver. 8 
V. Of the cammandments, ver. 12. V1. Of the reputation of a 
wife abused, if she were innocent (ver. 13—19), but for her 
punishment if guilty, ver. 20, 21. Wil. For the preservation of 
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the chastity of wives, ver. 22. Virgins betrothed (ver. 23—37), or 
not betrothed, ver. 28, 29. And, lastly, against incest, ver, 30. 


HOU shalt not see thy brother’s 
ox or his sheep go astray, and 


hide thyself from them: thou shalt in | 


any case bring them again unto thy 
brother. 2 And if thy brother be not 
nigh unto thee, or if thou know him 
not, then thou shalt bring it unto thine 
own house, and it shall be with thee 
until thy brother seek after it, and 
thou shalt restore it to him again. 3 
In like manner shalt thou do with his 
ass; and so shalt thou do with his 
raiment; and with all lost thing of 
thy brother’s, which he hath lost, and 
thou hast found, shalt thou do like- 
wise : thou mayest not hide thyself. 4 
Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ass 
or his ox fall down by the way, and 
hide thyself from them: thou shalt 
surely help him to lift them up again, 

The kindness that was commanded to be 
shown in reference to an enemy (Exod. xxiii. 
4, &c.) is here required to be much more done 
for a neighbour, though he were not an Is- 
raelite, for the law is consonant to natural 
equity. 1. That strayed cattle should be 
brought back, either to the owner or to the 
pasture out of which they had gone astray, 
v. 1,2. This must be done in pity to the 
very cattle, which, while they wandered, were 
exposed; and in civility and respect to the 
owner, nay, and in justice to him, for it was 
doing as we would be done by, which is one 
of the fundamental laws of equity. Note, 
Religion teaches us to be neighbourly, and to 
be ready to do all good offices, as we have 
opportunity, to all men. In doing this, (1.) 


` They must not mind trouble, but, if they 


knew who the owner was, must take it back 
themselves ; for, if they should only send no- 
tice to the owncr to come and look after it 
himself, some mischief might befal it ere he 
could reach it. (2.) They must not mind ex- 
pense, but, if they knew not who the owner 
was, must take it home and feed it till the 
owner was found. If such care must be 
taken of a neighbour’s ox or ass going astray, 
much more of himself going astray from God 
and his duty; we should do our utmost to 
convert him (Jam. v. 19), and restore him, 
considering ourselves, Gal. vi. 1. 2. That 
lost goods should be brought to the owner, 
v.3. The Jews say, “ He that found the lost 
goods was to give public notice of them by 
the common crier three or four times,” ac- 
cording to the usage with us; if the owner 
could not be found, he that found the goods 
might convert them to his own use ; but (say 
some learned writers in this case) he would 
do very well to give the value of the goods to 
the poor. 3. That cattle in distress should 
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be helped, v. 4. This must be done both in 
compassion to the brute-creatures (for a mer- 
ciful man regardeth the life of a beast, though 
it be not his own) and in love and friendship 
to our neighbour, not knowing how soon we 
may have occasion for his help. If one mem- 
ber may say to another, “I have at present 
no need of thee,” it cannot say, “ I never 


| shall.” 


5 The woman shall not wear that 
which pertaineth unto a man, neither 
shall a man put on a woman’s gar- 
ment: for all that do so are abomi- 
nation unto the Lorp thy God. 6 
If a hird’s nest chance to be before 
thee in the way in any tree, or on the 
ground, whether they be young ones, 
or eggs, and the dam sitting upon the 
young, or upon the eggs, thou shalt 
not take the dam with the young: 7 
But thou shalt in any wise let the 
dam go, and take the young to thee; 
that it may be well with thee, and 
that thou mayest prolong thy days. 
8 When thou buildest a new house, 
then thou shalt make a battlement for 
thy roof, that thou bring not blood 
upon thine house, if any man fall from 
thence. 9 Thou shalt not sow thy 
vineyard with divers seeds: lest the 
fruit of thy seed which thou hast 
sown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, 
be defiled. 10 Thou shalt not plough 
with an ox and an ass together. lI 
Thou shalt not wear a garment of di- 
vers sorts, as of woollen and linen 
together. 12 Thou shalt make thee 
fringes upon the four quarters of thy 
vesture, wherewith thou  coverest 
thyself. 

Here are several laws in these verses which 
seem to stoop very low, and to take cogni- 
zance of things mean and minute. Men’s 
laws commonly do not so: De minimis non 
curat lexc—The law takes no cognizance of little 
things ; but, because God’s providence ex- 
tends itself to the smallest affairs, his pre- 
cepts do so, that even in them we may be zz the 
fear of the Lord, as we are under his eye and 
care. And yet the significancy and tendency 
of these statutes, which seem little, are such 
that, notwithstanding their minuteness, being 
found among the things of God’s law, which 
he has written to us, they are to be accounted 
great things. 

I. The distinction of sexes by the apparel 
is to be kept up, for the preservation of our 
own and our neighbour’s chastity, v. 5. Na- 
ture itself teaches that a difference be made 
between them in their hair (1 Cor. xi. 14), and 
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by the same rule in their elothes, whieh there- 
fore ought not to be confounded, either in or- 
dinary wear or oecasionally. To befriend a 
lawful escape or concealment it may be done, 
but whether for sport or in the acting of 
plays is justly questionable. 1. Some think 
it refers to the idolatrous custom of the Gen- 
tiles: in the worship of Venus, women ap- 
peared in armour, and men in women’s 
clothes; this, as other such superstitious 
usages, is here said to be an abomination to 
the Lord. 2. It forbids the confounding of 
the dispositions and affairs of the sexes : men 
must not be effeminate, nor do the women’s 
work in the house, nor must women be vira- 
gos, pretend to teach, or usurp authority, 
1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 3. Probably this con- 
founding of garments had been used to gain 
opportunity of committing uneleanness, and 
is therefore forbidden; for those that would 
be kept from sin must keep themselves from 
all occasions of it and approaches to it. 

II. In taking a bird’s-nest, the dam must 
be let go, v. 6, 7. The Jews say, “ ‘This is 
the least of all che commandments of the law 
of Moses,” and yet the same promise is here 
made to the observance of it that is made to 
the keeping of the fifth eommandment, which 
1s one of the greatest, that it may be well with 
thee and that thou mayest prolong thy days ; 
for as disobedience in a small matter shows 
a very great contempt of the law, so obe- 
dience in a small matter shows a very great 
regard to it. He that let go a bird out of his 
hand (which was worth two in the bush) 
purely beeause God bade him, in that made 
it to appear that he esteemed all God’s pre- 
cepts concerning all things to 6e right, and 
that he could deny himself rather than sin 
against God. But doth God take care for 
birds? 1 Cor. ix. 9. Yes, certainly ; and per- 
haps to this iaw our Saviour alludes. Luke 
xi. 6, Are not five sparrows sold for two 
farihings, and not one of them is forgotten be- 
fore God? This law, 1. Forbids us to be 
cruel to the brute-ereatures, or to take a 
pleasure in destroying them. ‘Though God 
has made us wiser than the fowls of heaven, 
and given us dominion over them, yet we must 
not abuse them nor rule them with rigour. 
Let go the dam to breed again ; destroy it not, 
for a blessing is in it, Isa. lxv. 8. 2. It 
ceaches us compassion to those of our own 
kind, and to abhor the thought of every thing 
that looks barbarous, and cruel, and ill- 
natured, especially towards those of the 
weaker and tender sex, whieh always ought 
to be treated with the utmost respect, in eon- 
sideration of the sorrows wherein they bring 
forth children. It is spoken of as an in- 
stance of the most inhuman cruelty that the 
mother was dashed to pieces upon her children 
(Hos. x. 14), and that the womeu with child 
were ripped open, Amosi.15 3. It further 
intimates that we must not take advantage 
against any, from their natural affection and 
the tenderness of their disposition, to do 
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them an injury. The dam could not have 
been taken if her concern for her eggs or 
young (unlike to the ostrich) had not de- 
tained her upon the nest when otherwise she 
could easily have secured herself by flight. 
Now, since it is a thousand pities that she 
should fare the worse for that which is her 


‘praise, the law takes care that she shall be let 


go. ‘The remembrance of this may perhaps, 
some time or other, keep us from doing e 


hard or unkind thing to those whom we have 
at our mercy. 

HI. In building a house, care must be 
taken to make it safe, that none might re- 
ceive mischief by falling from it, v. 8. ‘The 
roofs of their houses were flat for people to 
walk on, as appears by many seriptures ; now 
lest any, through carelessness, should fall 
off them, they must compass them with bat- 
tlements, which (the Jews say) must be three 
feet and a half high; if this were not done, 
and mischief followed, the owner, by his 
neglect, brought the guilt of blood upon his 
house. See here, 1. How precious men’s 
lives are to God, who proteets them, not only 
by his providenee, but by his law. 2. How 
precious, therefore, they ought to be to us, 
and what eare we should take to prevent 
hurt from eoming to any person. The Jews 
say that by the equity of this law they were 
obliged (and so are we too) to fence, or re- 
move, every thing by whieh life may be en- 
dangered, as to eover draw-wells, keep 
bridges in repair, and the like, lest, if any 
perish through our omission, their blood be 
required at our hand. 

IV. Odd mixtures are here forbidden, 
v. 9,10. Much of this we met with before, 
Lev. xix. 19. There appears not any thing at 
all of moral evil in these things, and therefore 
we now make no conscience of sowing wheat 
and rye together, ploughing with horses and 
oxen together, and of wearing linsey-woolsey 
garments; but hereby is forbidden either, 
I. A conformity to some idolatrous eustoms 
of the heathen. Or, 2. That which is eon- 
trary to the plainness and purity of an Is- 
raclite. They must not gratify their own 
vanity and curiosity by putting those things 
together which the Creator in infinite wisdom 
had made asunder: they must not be un- 
equally yoked with unbelievers, nor mingle 
themselves with the unelean, as an ox with 
an ass. Nor must their profession and ap- 
pearanee in the world be motley, or party- 
coloured, but all of a piece, all of a kind. 

V. The law concerning fringes upon their 
garments, and memorandums of the eom- 
mandments, which we had before (Num. xv. 
38, 39), is here repeated, v. 12. By these 
they were distinguished from other people, 
so that it might be said, upon the first sight, 
There goes an Israelite, whieh taught them 
not to be ashamed of their country, nor the 
peculiarities of their religion, how much sp- 
ever their neighbours looked upon them ant 
it with contempt: and they were also put in 
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mind of the precepts upon the particular oc- 
casions to which they had reference ; and per- 
haps this law is repeated here because the 
precepts immediately foregoing seemed so 
minute that they were in danger of being 
overlooked and forgotten. The fringes will 
remind you not to make your garments of 
linen and woolien, v. 11. 

13 If any man take a wife, and go 
in unto her, and hate her. 14 And 
give oecasions of speech against her, 
and bring up an evil name upon her, 
and say, I took this woman, and when 
I came to her, I found her not a maid: 
15 Then shall the father of the damsel, 
and her mother, take and bring forth 
the tokens of the damsei’s virginity 
unto the elders of the city in the gate : 
16 And the damsel’s father shall say 
unto the elders, I gave my daughter 
unto this man to wife, and he hateth 
her; 17 And, lo, he hath given occa- 
sions of speech against her, saying, I 
found not thy daughter a maid; and 
yet these are the tokens of my daugh- 
ter’s virginity. And they shall spread 
the cloth before the elders of the city. 
18 And the elders of that city shall 
take that man and chastise him; 19 
And they shall amerce him in a hun- 
dred shekels of silver, and give them 
unto the father of the damsel, because 
he hath brought up an evil name upon 
a virgin of Israel: and she shall be 
his wife; he may not put her away all 
his days. 20 But if this thing be true, 
and the tokens of virginity be not 
found for the damsel: 21 Then they 
shall bring out the damsel to the door 
of her father’s house, and the men of 
her city shall stone her with stones 
that she die: because she hath wrought 
folly in Israel, to play the whore in 
her father’s house: so shalt thou put 
evil away from among you. 22 Ifa 
man be found lying with a woman 
married to a husband, then they shall 
both of them die, both the man that 
lay with the woman, and the woman: 
so shalt thou put away evil from Is- 
rael. 23 If a damsel that is a virgin 
be betrothed unto a husband, and a 
man find her in the city, and lie with 
her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both 
out unto the gate of that city, and ye 


shall stone them with stones that they 
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die; the damsel, because she cried 
not, being in the city; and the man, 
because he hath humbled his neigh- 
bour’s wife : so thou shalt put away 
evil from among you. 25 But if a 
man find a betrothed damsel in the 
field, and the man force her, and lie 
with her: then the man only that lay 
with her shall die: 26 But unto the 


damsel thou shalt do nothing; there 
is in the damsel no sin worthy of 
death: foras when a man riseth against 
his neighbour, and slayeth him, even 
so is this matter: 27 For he found 
her in the field, and the betrothed 
damsel cried, and there was none to 
save her. 28 If aman find a damsel 
that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, 
and lay hold on her, and lie with her, 
and they be found; 29 Then the man 
that lay with her shall give unto the 
damsel’s father fifty shekels of silver, 
and she shall be his wife; because he 
hath humbled her, he may not put her 
away all his days. 30 A man shall not 
take his father’s wife, nor discover his 
father’s skirt. 

These laws relate to the seventh command- 
ment, laying a restraint by laying a penalty 
upon those fleshly lusts which war against 
the soul. 

I. If a man, lusting after another woman, 
to get rid of his wife slander her and falsely 
accuse her, as not having the virginity she 
pretended to when he married her, upon the 
disproof of his slander he must be punished, 
v. 13—19. What the meaning of that evi- 
dence is by which the husband’s accusation 
was to be proved false the learned are not 
agreed, nor is it at all necessary to enquire— 
those for whom this law was intended, no 
doubt, understood it: it is sufficient for us to 
know that this wicked husband, who had 
thus endeavoured to ruin the reputation 
of his own wife, was to be scourged, and 
fined, and bound out from ever divorcing the 
wife he had thus abused, v. 18,19. Upon 
his dislike of her he might have divorced her 
if he had pleased, by the permission of the 
law (ch. xxiv. 1), but then he must have given 
her her dowry: if therefore to save that, and 
to do her the greater mischief, he would thus 
destroy her good name, it was fit that he 
should be severely punished for it, and for 
ever after forfeit the permission to divorce 
her. Observe, 1. The nearer any are in re- 
lation to us the greater sin it is to belie them 
and blemish their reputation. It is spoken 
of as a crime of the highest nature to slander 
thy own mother’s son (Ps. 1. 20), who is next 
to thyself, much more to slander thy own 
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wife, or thy own husband, that is thyself : it 
is an ill bird indeed that defiles its own nest 
2. Chastity is honour as well as virtue, and 
that which gives occasion for the suspicion 
of it is as great a reproach and disgrace as any 
whatsoever: in this matter therefore, above 
any thing, we should be highly tender both of 
our own good name and that of others. 3. 
Parents must look upon themselves as con- 
cerned to vindicate the reputation of their 
children, for it is a branch of their own. 

II. If the woman that was married as a 
virgin was not found to be one she was to be 
stoned to death at her father’s door, v. 20, 21. 
If the uncleanness had been committed before 
she was betrothed it would not have been 
punished as a capital crime; but she must 
die for the abuse she put upon him whom 
she married, being conscious to herself of 
being defiled, while she made him believe her 
to bea chaste and modest woman. But some 
think that her uncleanness was punished with 
death only in case it was committed after she 
was betrothed, supposing there were few 
come to maturity but what were betrothed, 
though not yet married. Now, 1. This gave 
a powerful caution to young women to flee 
fornication, since, however concealed before, 
so as not to mar their marriage, it would 
very likely be discovered afterwards, to their 
perpetual infamy and utter ruin. 2. It is inti- 
mated to parents that they must by all means 
possible preserve their children’s chastity, by 
giving them good advice and admonition, set- 
ting them good examples, keeping them from 
bad company, praying for them, and laying 
them under needful restraints, because, if 
the children committed lewdness, the parents 
must have the grief and shame of the execu- 
tion at their own door. That phrase of folly 
wrought in Israel was used concerning this 
very crime in the case of Dinah, Gen. xxxiv. 
7. All sin is folly, uncleanness especially ; 
but, above all, uncleanness in Israel, by pro- 
fession a holy people. 

ill. If any man, single or married, lay with 
a married woman, they were both to be put 
to death, v.22. ‘This law we had before, Lev. 
xx.10. For a married man to lie witha sin- 
gle woman was not a crime of so high a na- 
ture, nor was it punished with death, because 
not introducing a spurious brood into families 
under the character of legitimate children. 

IV. If a damsel were betrothed and not 
married, she was from under the eye of her 
intended husband, and therefore she and her 
chastity were taken under the special protec- 
tion of the law. 1. If her chastity were vio- 
lated by her own consent, she was to be put 
to death, and her adulterer with her, v. 23, 
24. And it shall be presumed that she con- 
sented if it were done in the city, or in any 
place where, had she cried out, help might 
speedily have come in to prevent the injury 
offered her. Qui tacet, consentire videtur— 
Silence implies consent. Note, It may be pre- 


sumed that those willingly yield to a tempta- 
von. I. 
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tion (whatever they pretend) who will not 
use the means and helps they might be fur- 
nished with to avoid and overcome it. Nay, 
her being found in the city, a place of com- 
pany and diversion, when she should have 
kept under the protection cf her father’s 
house, was an evidence against her that she 
had not that dread of the sin and the danger 
of it which became a modest woman. Note, 
Those that needlessly expose themselves to 
temptation justly suffer for the same, if, ere 
they are aware, they be surprised and caught 
by it. Dinah lost her honour to gratify her 
curiosity with a sight of the daughters of the 
land. By this law the Virgin Mary was in 
danger of being made a public example, that 
is, of being stoned to death, but that God, by 
an angel, cleared the matter to Joseph. 2. If 
she were forced, and never consented, he that 
committed the rape was to be put to death, 
but the damsel was to be acquitted, v. 25— 
27. Now if it were done in the field, out of 
the hearing of neighbours, it shall be pre- 
sumed that she cried out, but there was none 
to save her; and, besides, her going into the 
field, a place of solitude, did not so much ex- 
pose her. Now by this law it is intimated to 
us, (1.) That we shall suffer only for the wick- 
edness we do, not for that which is done to us. 
That is no sin which has not more or less ot 
the will in it. (2.) That we must presume 
the best concerning all persons, unless the 
contrary do appear; not only charity, but 
equity teaches us to do so. ‘Though none 
heard her cry, yet, because none could hear 
it if she did, it shall be taken for granted 
that she did. This rule we should go by in 
judging of persons and actions: believe all 
things, and hope all things. (3.) That our 
chastity should be as dear to us as our life; 
when that is assaulted, it is not at all im- 
proper to cry murder, murder, for, as when a 
man riseth against his neighbour and slayeth 
him, even so is this matter. (4.) By way of al- 
lusion to this, see what we are to do when 
Satan sets upon us with his temptations: 
wherever we are, let us cry aloud to heaven 
for help (Succurre, Domine, vim patior—Help 
me, O Lord, for I suffer violence), and there 
we may be sure to be heard, and answered, 
as Paul was, My grace is sufficient for thee. 

V. If a damsel not betrothed were thus 
abused by violence, he that abused her should 
be fined, the father should have the fine, and, 
if he and the damsel did consent, he should 
be bound to marry her, and never to divorce 
her, how much soever she was below him, 
and how unpleasing soever she might after- 
wards be to him, as Tamar was to Amnon af- 
ter he had forced her, v. 28,29. ‘This was to 
deter men from such vicious practices, which 
it is a shame that we are necessitated to read 
and write of. 

VI. The law against a man’s marrying his 
father’s widow, or having any undue fami- 
liarity with his father’s wife, is here repeated 
(v. 30) from Lev. xviii. S. And, probably, it 
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Laws of separation. 
is intended (as bishop Patrick notes) for a 
short memorandum to them carefully to ob- 
serve all the laws there made against inces- 
tuous marriages, that being specified which is 
the most detestable of all; it is that of which 
the apostle says, It is not so much as named 
among the Gentiles, 1 Cor. v. 1. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


The laws of this chapter provide, I. For the preserving of the purity 
and honour of the families of Israel, hy excluding such as would 
be a disgrace to them, ver. 1—8. ll. For the preserving of the 
purity nnd hononr of the camp of Israel when it was abroad, ver. 
9—11. lil. For the encouraging and entertaining of slaves who 
fled to them, ver. 15, 16. 1V. Against whoredom, yer. 17, 18. 
V. Against usury, ver, 19, 20. VI. Against the breach of vows, 
ver. $9)—23. Vil. What liberty a man might take in his neigh- 
hour's field and vineyard, and what not, ver. 24, 25. 


E that is wounded in the stones, 
or hath his privy member cut 
off, shall not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lorp. 2 A bastard shall 
not enter into the congregation of the 
Lorp; even to his tenth generation 
shall he not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lorp. 3 An Ammonite 
or Moabite shall not enter into the 
congregation of the Lorp; even to 
their tenth generation shall they not 
enter into the congregation of the 
Lorp for ever: 4 Because they met 
you not with bread and with water in 
the way, when ye came forth out of 
Egypt; and because they hired against 
thee Balaam the son of Beor of Pe- 
thor of Mesopotamia, to curse thee. 
5 Nevertheless the Lorp thy God 
would not hearken unto Balaam; but 
the Lorp thy God turned the curse 
into a blessing unto thee, because the 
Lorp thy God loved thee. 6 Thou 
shalt not seek their peace nor their 
prosperity all thy days for ever. 7 
Thou shalt not abhor an Edomite ; 
for he zs thy brother: thou shalt not 
abhor an Egyptian; because thou 
wast- a stranger in his land. 8 The 
children that are begotten of them 
shall enter into the congregation of 
the Lorp in their third generation. 
Interpreters are not agreed what is here 
meant by entering into the congregation of the 
Lord, whichis here forbidden to eunuchs and 
to bastards, Ammonites and Moabites, for 
ever, but to Edomites and Egyptians only 
till the third generation. 1. Some think they 
are hereby excluded from communicating 
with the people of God in their religious ser- 
vices. ‘Though eunuchs and bastards were 
owned as members of the church, and the 
Ammonites and Moabites might be circum- 
cised and proselyted to the Jewish religion, 
yet they and their families must lie for some 


time under marks of disgrace, remembering 
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the rock whence they were hewn, and must 
not come so near the sanctuary as others 
might, nor have so free a communion with 
Israelites. 2. Others think they are hereby 
excluded from bearing office in the congre- 
gation: none of these must be elders or 
judges, lest the honour of the magistracy 
should thereby be stained. 3. Others think 
they are excluded only from marrying with 
Israelites. ‘Thus the learned bishop Patrick 
inclines to understand it; yet we find that 
when this law was put in execution after the 
captivity they separated from Israel, not only 
the strange wives, but all the mixed multi- 
tude, see Neh. xiii. 1—3. With the daughters 
of these nations (though out of the nations of 
Canaan), it should seem, the men of Israel 
night marry, if they were completely prose- 
lyted to the Jewish religion; but with the 
men of these nations the daughters of Israel 
might not marry, nor could the men be 
naturalized otherwise than as here provided. 

It is plain, in general, that disgrace is here 
put, 

I. Upon bastards and eunuchs, v. 1, 2. 
By bastards here the Jewish writers under- 
stand, not all that were porn of fornication, 
or out of marriage, but all the issue of those 
incestuous mixtures which are forbidden, 
Ley. xviii. And, though it was not the fault 
of the issue, yet, to deter people from those 
unlawful marriages and unlawful lusts, it was 
very convenient that their posterity should 
thus be made infamous. By this rule Jeph- 
thah, though the son of a harlot, a strange 
woman (Judg. xi. 1, 2), yet was not a bastard 
in the sense of this law. And as for the eu- 
nuchs, though by this law they seemed to be 
cast out of the vineyard as dry trees, which 
they complain of (Isa. lvi. 3), yet it is here 
promised (v. 5) that if they took care of their 
duty to God, as far as they were admitted, 
by keeping his sabbaths and choosing the 
things that pleased him, the want of this 
privilege should be made up to them with 
such spiritual blessings as would entitle them 
to an everlasting name. 

II. Upon Ammonites and Moabites, the 
posterity of Lot, who, for his outward con- 
venience, had separated himself from Abra- 
ham, Gen. xiii.11. And we do not find that 
he or his ever joined themselves again to the 
children of the covenant. ‘They are here cut 
off to the tenth generation, that is (as some 
think it is explained), for ever. Compare 
Neh. xiii. 1. The reason of this quarrel 
which Israel must have with them, so as not 
to seek their peace (v. 6), is because of the un- 
kindness they had now lately done to the 
camp of Israel, notwithstanding the orders 
God had given not to distress or vex them, 
ch. ii. 9, 19. 1. It was bad enough that 
they did not meet them with bread and water 
in the way (v. 4), that they did not as allies, 
or at least as neutral states, bring victuals 
into their camp, which they should have been 
duly paid for. It was well that God's Israel 
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did not need their kindness, God himself fol- 
lowing them with bread and water. How- 
ever this omission of the Ammonites should 
be remembered against their nation in future 
ages. Note, God will certainly reckon, not 
only with those that oppose his people, but 
with those that do not help and further them, 
when itis in the power of their hand to do it. 
The charge at the great day is for an omis- 
sion: I was hungry, and you gave me no meat. 
2. The Moabites had done worse, they hired 
Balaam to curse Israel, v. 4. It is true God 
turned the curse into a blessing (v. 5), not only 
changing the word in Balaam’s mouth, but 
making that really turn to the honour and 
advantage of Israel which was designed for 
their ruin. But though the design was de- 
feated, and overruled for good, the Moabites’ 
wickedness was not the less provoking. God 
will deal with sinners, not only according to 
their deeds, but according to their endea- 
yours, Ps. xxviii. 4. 

III. The Edomites and Egyptians had not 
so deep a mark of displeasure put upon them 
as the Moabites and Ammonites had. If an 
Edomite or Egyptian turned proselyte, his 
grand-children should be looked upon as 
members of the congregation of the Lord to 
all intents and purposes, v. 7, 8. We should 
think that the Edomites had been more inju- 
rious to the Israelites than the Ammonites, 
and deserved as little favour from them 
(Num. xx. 20), and yet “‘ Thou shalt not abhor 
an Edomite, as thou must an Ammonite, for 
he is thy brother.” Note, The unkindness 
of near relations, though by many worst 
taken, yet should with us, for that reason, 
becanse of the relation, be first forgiven. 
And then, as to the Egyptians, here is a 
strange reason given why they must not be 
abhorred : “Thou wast a stranger in their land, 
and therefore, though hardly used there, be 
civil to them, for old acquaintance’ sake.” They 
must not remember their bondage in Egypt for 
the keeping up of any ill will to the Egyp- 
tians, but only for the magnifying of God’s 
power and goodness in their deliverance. 


9 When the host goeth forth against 
thine enemies, then keep thee from 
every wicked thing. 10 If there be 
among you any man, that is not clean 
by reason of uncleanness that chanceth 
him by night, then shall he go abroad 
out of the camp, he shall not come 
within the camp: 11 But it shall be, 
when evening cometh on, he shali 
wash himself with water: and when 
the sun is down, he shall come into 
the camp again. 12 Thou shalt have 
a place also without the camp, whither 
thou shalt go forth abroad: 13 And 
thou shalt have a paddle upon thy 
weapon; and it shall be, when thou 
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wilt ease thyself abroad, thou shalt dig 
therewith, and shalt turn back and 
cover that which cometh from thee: 
14 For the Lorp thy God walketh in 
the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, 
and to give up thine enemies before 
thee; therefore shall thy camp be 
holy: that he see no unclean thing in 
thee, and turn away from thee. 


Israel was now encamped, and this vast 
army was just entering upon action, which 
was likely to keep them together for a long 
time, and therefore it was fit to give them 
particular directions for the good ordering ot 
their camp. And the charge is in one word 
to be clean. They must take care to keep 
their camp pure from moral, ceremonial, and 
natural pollution. 

I. From moral pollution (v. 9): When the 
host goes forth against thy enemy then look 
upon thyself as in a special manner engaged 
to keep thyself from every evil thing. 1. ‘The 
soldiers themselves must take heed of sin, 
for sin takes off the edge of valour; guilt 
makes men cowards. ‘Those that put their 
lives in their hands are concerned to make 
and keep their peace with God, and preserve 
a conscience void of offence ; then may they 
look death in the face without terror. Sol- 
diers, in executing their commission, must 
keep themselves from gratifying the lusts of 
malice, covetousness, or uncleanness, for 
these are wicked things—must keep them- 
selves from the idols, or accursed things, 
they found in the camps they plundered. 2. 
Even those that tarried at home, the body of 
the people, and every particular person, 
must at that time especially keep from every 
wicked thing, lest by sin they provoke God 
to withdraw his presence from the host, and 
give victory to the enemy for the correcting 
of his own people. ‘Times cf war shculd be 
times of reformation, else how can we expect 
God should hear and answer our prayers for 
success? Ps. lxvi. 18. See 1 Sam. vii. 3. 

II. From ceremonial pollution, which 
might befal a person when unconscious of 
it, for which he was bound to wash his flesh 
in water, and look upon himself as unclean 
uatil the evening, Lev. xv. 16. A soldier, not- 
withstanding the constant service and duty 
he had to do in the camp, must be so far 
from looking upon himself as discharged 
from the observance of this ceremony that 
more was required from him than at another 
time; had he been at his own house, he 
needed only to wash his flesh, but, being in 
the army, he must go abroad out of the 
camp, as one concerned to keep it pure and 
ashamed of his own impurity, and not return 
till after sun-set, v. 10, 11. By this trouble 
and reproach, which even involuntary pollu- 
tions exposed men to, they were taught tokeep 
up a very great dread of all fleshly lusts. It 
were well if military men would consider this. 
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III. From natural pollution ; the camp of 
the Lord must have nothing offensive in it, 
v. 12—14. It is strange that the divine law, 
or at least the solemn order and direction of 
Moses, should extend to a thing of this na- 
ture; but the design of it was to teach them, 
1. Modesty and decorum; nature itself 
teaches them thus to distinguish themselves 
from beasts that know no shame. 2. Clean- 
liness, and, thongh not niceness, yet neatness, 
even in their camp. Filthiness is offensive 
to the senses God has endued us with, pre- 
judicial to the health, a wrong to the com- 
fort of human life, and an evidence of a 
careless slothful temper of mind. 3. Purity 
from the pollutions of sin; if there must be 
this care taken to preserve the body clean 
and sweet, much more should we be soli- 
citous to keep the mind so. 4. A reverence 
of the divine majesty. This is the reason 
here given: For the Lord thy God walketh 
by his ark, the special token of his pre- 
sence, in the midst of thy camp ; with respect 
to that external symbo] this external purity 
is required, which (though not insisted on 
in the letter when that reason ceases) 
teaches us to preserve inward purity of 
soul, in consideration of the eye of God, 
which is always upon us. By this expres- 
sion of respect to the presence of God among 
them, they were taught both to fortify them- 
selyes against sin and to encourage them- 
selves against their enemies with the con- 
sideration of that presence. 5. A regard 
one to another. ‘The filthiness of one is 
noisome to many; this law of cleanliness 
therefore teaches us not to do that which 
will be justly offensive to our brethren and 
grieve them. It is a law against nuisances. 


15 Thou shalt not deliver unto his 
master the servant which is escaped 
from his master unto thee: 16 He 
shall dwell with thee, even among you, 
in that place which he shall choose in 
one of thy gates, where it hketh him 
best: thou shalt not oppress him. 17 
There shall be no whore of the daugh- 
ters of Israel, nor a sodomite of the 
sons of Israel. 18 Thou shalt not 
bring the hire of a whore, or the price 
of a dog, into the house of the Lorp 
thy God for any vow: for even both 
these are abomination unto the Lorp 
thy God. 19 Thou shalt not lend 
upon usury to thy brother; usury of 
moncy, usury of victuals, usury of any 
thing that is lent upon usury: 20 
Unto a stranger thou mayest lend 
upon usury; but unto thy brother 
thou shalt not lend upon usury: that 
the Lorp thy God may bless thee in 
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all that thou settest thine hand to in 
the land whither thou goest to possess 
it. 21 When thou shalt vow a vow 
unto the Lorp thy God, thou shalt 
not slack to payit: for the Lorp thy 
God will surely require it of thee ; and 
it would be sin in thee. 22 But if 
thou shalt forbear to vow, it shall be 
no sin in thee. 23 That which is gone 
out of thy lips thou shalt keep and 
perform; even a freewill offering, ac- 
cording as thou hast vowed unto the 
Lorp thy God, which thou hast pro- 
mised with thy mouth. 24 When thou 
comest into thy neighbour’s vineyard, 
then thou mayest eat grapes thy fill at 
thine own pleasure; but thou shalt 
not put ary in thy vessel. 25 When 
thou comest into the standing corn cf 
thy neighbour, then thou mayest 
pluck the ears with thine hand; but 
thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy 
neighbour’s standing corn. 


Orders are here given about five several 
things which have no relation one to an- 
other :— 

I. The land of Israel is here made a sanc- 
tuary, or city of refuge, for servants that 
were wronged and abused by their masters, 
and fled thither for shelter from the neigh- 
bouring countries, v. 15, 16. We cannot 
suppose that they were hereby obliged to 
give entertainment to all the umprincipled 
men that ran from service; Israel needed 
not (as Rome at first did) to be thus peopled. 
But, 1. They must not deliver up the trem- 
bling servant to his enraged master, till upon 
trial it appeared that the servant had wronged 
his master and was justly liable to punish- 
ment. Note, It is an honourable thing to 
shelter and protect the weak, provided they 
be not wicked. God allows his people to 
patronise the oppressed. The angel bid 
Hagar return to her mistress, and Paul sent 
Oncsimus back to his master Philemon, be- 
cause they had neither of them any cause to 
go away, nor was either of them exposed to 
any danger in returning. But the servant 
here is supposed to escape, that is, torun for 
his life, to the people of Israel, of whom he 
had heard (as Benhadad of the kings of 
Israel, 1 Kings xx. 31) that they were a 
merciful people, to save himself from the 
fury of a tyrant; and in that case to deliver 
him up is to throw a lamb into the mouth of 
a lion. 2. If it appeared that the servant 
was abused, they must not only protect him, 
but, supposing him willing to embrace their 
religion, they must give him all the encou- 
ragement that might be to settle among 
them. Care is taken both that he should 
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not be imposed up on in the place of his set- 
tlement—let it be that which he shall choose 
and where it liketh him best, and that he 
should not exchange one hard master for 
many—thou shalt not oppress him. Thus 
would he soon find a comfortable difference 
between the land of Israel and other lands, 
and would choose it to be his rest for ever. 
Note, Proselytes and converts to the truth 
snould be treated with particular tenderness, 
that they may have no temptation to return. 

If. The land of Israel must be no shelter 
for the unclean; no whore, no Sodomite, 
must be snifered to live among them (v. 17, 
18), neither a whore nor a whoremonger. 
No houses of uncleanness must be kept 
either by men or women. Here is, 1. A 
good reason intimated why there should be 
no such wickedness tolerated among them: 
they were Israelites. ‘This seems to have an 
emphasis laid upon it. For a daughter of 
Israel to be a whore, or a son of Israel a 
whoremaster, is to reproach the stock they 
are come of, the people they belong to, and 
the God they worship. It is bad in any, but 
worst in Israelites, a holy nation, 2 Sam. xiii. 
12. 2. A just mark of displeasure put upon 
this wickedness, that the hire of a whore, 
that is, the money she gets by her whoring, 
and the price of a dog, that is, of the Sodom- 
ite, pimp, or whoremaster (so I incline to 
understand it, for such are called dogs, Rev. 
xxii, 15), the money he gets by his lewd 
and villanous practices, no part of it shall be 
brought into the house of the Lord (as the hire 
of. prostitutes among the Gentiles was into 
their temples) for any vow. ‘This intimates, 
(1.) That God would not accept of any offer- 
ing at all from such wicked people; they had 
nothing to bring an offering of but what they 
got by their wickedness, and therefore their 
sacrifice could not but be au abomination to 
the Lord, Prov. xv. 8. (2.) That they should 
not think, by making and paying vows, and 
bringing offerings to the Lord, to obtain leave 
to go on in this sin, as (it should seem) some 
that followed that trade suggested to them- 
selves, when their offerings were admitted. 
Prov. vii. 14, 15, This day have I paid my 
vows, therefore came I forth to meet thee. 
Nothing should be accepted in commutation 
ef penance. (3.) That we cannot honour 
God with our substance unless it be honestly 
and honourably come by. It must not only 
be considered what we give, but how we got 
it; God hates robbery for burnt-offerings, 
and uncleanness too. 

Ill. The matter of usury is here settled, 
v. 19, 20. (1.) They must not lend upon 
usury to an Israelite. They had and held 
their estates immediately from and under 
God, who, while he distinguished them from 
all other peopie, might have ordered, had he 
so pleased, that they should have all things 
in common among themselves ; but instead 
of that, and in token of their joint interest 
in the good land he had given them, he only 
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appointed them, as there was occasion, tc 
lend to one another without interest, which 
among them would be little or no loss to the 
lender, because their land was so divided, 
their estates were so settled, and there was 
so little of merchandise among them, that it 
was seldom or never that they had occasion 
to borrow any great sums, only what was 
necessary for the subsistence of their families 
when the fruits of their ground had met with 
any disaster, or the like ; and, in such a case, 
for a small matter to insist upon usury would 
have been very barbarous. Where the bor- 
rower gets, or hopes to get, it is just that the 
lender should share in the gain; but to him 
that borrows for his necessary food pity 
must be shown, and we must lend, hoping 
for nothing again, if we have wherewithal to 
do it, Luke vi. 35. (2.) They might lend 
upon usury to a stranger, who was supposed 
to live by trade, and (as we say) by turning 
the penny, and therefore got by what he 
borrowed, and came among them in hopes to 
do so. By this it appears that usury is not 
in itself oppressive; for they must not op- 
press a stranger, and yet might exact usury 
from him. 

IV. The performance of the vows where- 
with we have bound our souls is here re- 
quired ; and it is a branch of the law of na- 
ture, v. 21—23. (1.) We are here left at 
our liberty whether we will make vows or 
no: If thou shalt forbear to vow (some parti- 
cular sacrifice and offering, more than was 
commanded by the law), i¢ shall be no sin to 
thee. God had already signified his readi- 
ness to accept a free-will-offering thus vowed, 
though it were but a little fine flour (Lev. ii. 
4, &c.), which was encouragement enough to 
those who were so inclined. But lest the 
priests, who had the largest share of those 
vows and voluntary offerings, should sponge 
upon the people, by pressing it upon them as 
their duty to make such vows, beyond their 
ability and inclination, they are here ex- 
pressly told that it should not be reckoned a 
sin in them if they did not make any such 
vows, as it would be if they omitted any of 
the sacrifices that God had particularly re- 
quired. For (as bishop Patrick well ex- 
presses it) God would have men to be easy 
in his service, and all their offerings to be 
free and cheerful. (2.) We are here laid 
under the highest obligations, when we have 
made a vow, to perform it, and to perform it 
speedily: “ Thou shalt not be slack to pay it, 
lest if it be delayed beyond the first oppor- 
tunity the zeal abate, the vow be forgotten, 
or something happen to disable thee for the 
performance of it. That which has gone out 
of thy lips as a solemn and deliberate vow 
must not be recalled, but thou shalt keep and 
perform if, punctually and fully.” The rule 
of the gospel goes somewhat further than 
this. 2 Cor. ix. 7, Every one, according as 
he purposeth in his heart, though it have not 
gone out of his lips, so let him give. Here is 
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a good reason why we should pay our vows, 

that if we do not God will require it of us, 

will surely and severely reckon with us, not 
only for lying, but for going about to mock 

him, who cannot be mocked. See Eccl. v. 4. 

V. Allowance is here given, when they 
passed through a cornfield or vineyard, to 
pluck and eat of the corn or grapes that grew 
by the road-side, whether it was done for ne- 
cessity or delight, only they must carry none 
away with them, v. 24, 25. Therefore the 
disciples were not censured for plucking the 
ears of corn (it was well enough known that 
the law allowed it), but for doing it on the 
sabbath day, which the tradition of the elders 
had forbidden. Now, 1. This law intimated 
to them what great plenty of corn and wine 

they should have in Canaan, so much that a 

little would not be missed out of their fruits ; 

they should have enough for themselves and 
all their friends. 2. It provided for the sup- 
port of poor travellers, to relieve the fatigue 
of their journey, and teaches us to be kind to 
such. The Jews say, “This law was chiefly 
intended in favour of labourers, who were 
employed in gathering in their harvest and 
vintage ; their mouths must not be muzzled 
any more than that of the ox when he treads 
out the corn.” 3. It teaches us not to insist 
upon property in a small matter, of which it 
is easy to say, What is that between me and 
hee ? It was true the grapes which the pas- 
senger ate were none of his own, nor did the 
proprietor give them to him; but the thing 
was of so small value that he had reason to 
think, were he present, he would not deny 
them to him, any more than he himself 
would grudge the like courtesy, and therefore 

‘t was no theft to take them. 4. It used 

them to hospitality, and teaches us to be 

ready to distribute, willing to communicate, 
and not to think every thing lost that is 
given away. Yet, 4. It forbids us to abuse 
the kindness of our friends, and to take the 
advantage of fair concessions to make un- 
reasonable encroachments: we must not draw 
an ell from those that give but aninch. They 
may eat of their neighbour’s grapes; but it 
does not therefore follow that they may carry 
away. 

CHAP. KXIV. 

In this chapter we have, I. The teleration of divorce, ver. 1—4. II. 
A discharge of new-married men from the war, ver. 5. lll. Laws 
concerning pledges, ver. 6, 10—13, 17. 1V. Against man-stealing, 
ver. 7. V. Concerning the leprosy, ver. 8, 9. Vl. Against the 
jujustice of masters towards their servants, ver. 14,15. Judges 
in capital causes (ver. 16), and civil concerns, ver. 17,18. Vll. 
Of charity to the poor, ver. 19, &c. 

HEN a man hath taken a wife, 

and married her, and it come 

to pass that she find no favour in his 
eyes, because he hath found some 
uncleanness in her : then Jet him write 
her a bill of divorcement, and give it 
in her hand, and send her out of his 
house. 2 And when she is departed 


out of his house, she may go and be 
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another man’s wife. 3 And if the 
latter husband hate her, and write her 
a bill of divorcement, and giveth z¢ in 
her hand, and sendeth her out of his 
house; or if the latter husband die, 
which took her to be his wife; 4 Her 
former husband, which sent her away, 
may not take her again to be his wife, 
after that she is defiled; for that zs 
abomination before the Lorn: and 
thou shalt not cause the land to sin, 
which the Lorp thy God giveth thee 
for an inheritance. 


This is that permission which the Pharisees 
erroneously referred to as a precept, Matt. 
xix. 7, Moses commanded to give a writing of 
divorcement. It was not so; our Saviour told 
them that he only suffered it because of the 
hardness of their hearts, lest, if they had not 
had liberty to divorce their wives, they should 
have ruled them with rigour, and, it may be, 
have been the death of them. It is probable 
that divorces were in use before (they are 
taken for granted, Lev. xxi. 14), and Moses 
thought it needful here to give some rules 
concerning them. 1. That aman might not 
divorce his wife unless he found some un- 
cleanness in her, v. 1. It was not sufficient 
to say that he did not like her, or that he 
liked another better, but he must show cause 
for his dislike; something that made her dis- 
agreeable and unpleasant to him, though it 
might not make her so to another. This un- 
cleanness must mean something less than 
adultery ; for, for that, she was to die; and 
less than the suspicion of it, for in that case 
he might give her the waters of jealousy ; but 
it means either a light carriage, or a cross 
froward disposition, or some loathsome sore 
or disease; nay, some of the Jewish writers 
suppose that an offensive breath might bea just 
ground for divorce. Whatever is meant by 
it, doubtless it was something considerable ; 
so that their modern doctors erred who al- 
lowed divorce for every cause, though ever 
so trivial, Matt. xix. 3. 2. That it must be 
done, not by word of mouth, for that might 
be spoken hastily, but by writing, and that 
put in due form, and solemnly declared, before 
witnesses, to be his own act and deed, which 
was a work of tine, and left room for con- 
sideration, that it might not be done rashly. 
3. That the husband must give it into the 
hand of his wife, and send her away, which 
some think obliged him to endow her and 
make provision for her, according to her 
quality and such as might help to marry her 
again; and good reason he should do this, 
since the cause of quarrel was not her fault, 
but her infelicity. 4. That being divorced 
it was lawful for her to marry another 
husband, v.2. The divorce had dissolved the 
bond of marriage as effectually as death 
could dissolve it; so that she was as free to 
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marry again as ıf her first husband had 
been naturally dead. 5. That if her second 
husband died, or divorced her, “then still 
she might marry a third, but her first 
husband should never take her again (w. 3, 
4), which he might have done if she had 
not married another; for by that act of 
her own she had perfectly renounced him 
for ever, and, as to him, was looked upon as 
defiled, though not as to another person. 
The Jewish writers say that this was to pre- 
vent a most vile and wicked practice which 

the Egyptians had of changing wives; or 

perhaps it was intended to prevent men’s 

rashness in putting away their wives; for the 

wife that was divorced would be apt, in re- 

venge, to marry another immediately, and 

perhaps the husband that divorced her, how 

much soever he thought to better himself by 

another choice, would find the next worse, 

and something in her more disagreeable, so 

that he would wish for his first wife again. 

“ No” (says this law) “you shall not have 

her, you should have kept her when you had 

her.” Note, It is best to be content with 

such things as we have, since changes made 

by discontent often prove for the worse. 

The uneasiness we know is commonly better, 

though we are apt to think it worse, than 

that which we do not know. By the strict- 

ness of this law God illustrates the riches of 

his grace in his willingness to be reconciled 

to his people that had gone a whoring from 

him. Jer. iti. 1, Thou hast played the harlot 

with many lovers, yet return again to me. For 

his thoughts and ways are above ours. 


5 When a man hath taken a new 
wife, he shall not go out to war, nei- 
ther shall he be charged with any 
business: but he shall be free at home 
one year, and shall cheer up his wife 
which he hath taken. 6 No man shall 
take the nether or the upper millstone 
to pledge: for he taketh a man’s life 
to pledge. 7 If aman be found steal- 
ing any of his brethren of the children 
of Israel, and maketh merchandise of 
him, or selleth him; then that thief 
shall die ; and thou shalt put evil away 
from among you. 8 Take heed in the 
plague of leprosy, that thou observe 
diligently, and do according to all that 
the priests the Levites shall teach you: 
as I commanded them, so ye shall ob- 
serve to do. 9 Remember what the 
Lorp thy God did unto Miriam by 
the way, after that ye were come forth 
out of Egypt. 10 When thou dost 
lend thy brother any thing, thou shalt 
not go into his house to fetch his 
pledge. 11 Thou shalt stand abroad, i 
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and the man o whom thou dost lend 
shall bring out the pledge abroad unto 
thee. 12 And if the man be poor, 
thou shalt not sleep with his pledge: 
13 In any case thou shalt deliver him 
the pledge again when the sun goeth 
down, that he may sleep in his own 
raiment, and bless thee: and it shall 
be righteousness unto thee before the 
Lorp thy God. 


Here is, I. Provision made for the pre- 
servation and confirmation of love between 
new-married people, v. 5. This fitly follows 
upon the laws concerning divorce, which 
would be prevented if their affection to each 
other were well settled at first. If the hus- 
band were much abroad from his wife the 
first year, his love to her would be in danger 
of cooling, and of being drawn aside to others 
whom he would meet with abroad; therefore 
his service to his country in war, embassies, 
or other public business that would call him 
from home, shall be dispensed with, that he 
may cheer up the wife that he has taken. Note, 
1. It is of great consequence that love be 
kept up between husband and wife, and that 
every thing be very carefully avoided which 
might make them strange one to another, es- 
pecially at first; for in that relation, where 
there is not the love that should be, there is 
an inlet ready to abundance of guilt and 
grief. 2. One of the duties of that relation 
is to cheer up one another under the cares 
and crosses that happen, as helpers of each 
other’s joy; for a cheerful heart does good 
like a medicine. 

IJ. A law against man-stealing, v. 7. It 
was not death by the law of Moses to steal 
cattle or goods; but to steal a child, or a 
weak and simple man, or one that a man had 
in his power, and to make merchandize of 
him, this was a capital crime, and could not 
be expiated, as other thefts, by restitution— 
so much is @ man better than a sheep, Matt. 
xii. 12. It was a very heinous offence, for, 
1. It was robbing the public of one of its 
members. 2. It was taking away a man’s 
liberty, the liberty of a free-born Israelite, 
which was next in value to his life. 3. It 
was driving a man out from the inheritance 
of the land, to the privileges of which he was 
entitled, and bidding him go serve other 
gods, as David complains against Saul, 
1 Sam. xxvi. 19. 

III. A memorandum concerning the le- 
prosy, v. 8, 9. 1. The laws concerning it 
must be carefully observed. The laws con- 
cerning it we had, Lev. xiii. 14. They are 
here said to be commanded to the priests and 
Levites, and therefore are not repeated in a 
discourse to the people ; but the people are 
here charged, in case of leprosy, to apply to 
the priest according to the law, and to abide 
by his judgment, so far as it agreed with the 
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law and the plain matter of fact. The plague 
of leprosy being usually a particular mark of 
God’s displeasure for sin, he in whom the 
signs of it did appear ought not to conceal it, 
nor cut out the signs of it, nor apply to the 
physician for relief; but he must go to the 
priest, and follow his directions. Thus those 
that fecl their conscienees under guilt and 
wrath must not cover it, nor endeavour to 
shake off their convictions, but by repentance, 
and prayer, and humble confession, take the 
appointed way to peace and pardon. 2. The 
particular case of Miriam, who was smitten 
with leprosy for quarrelling with Moses, must 
not be forgotten. lt was an explication of 
the law concerning the leprosy. Remember 
that, and, (1.) “Take heed of sinning after 
the similitude of her transgression, by de- 
spising dominions and speaking evil of dig- 
nities, lest you thereby bring upon yourselves 
the same judgment.” (2.) “ If any of you be 
smitten with a leprosy, expect not that the 
law should be dispensed with, nor think it 
hard to be shut out of the camp and so made 
a spectacle; there is no remedy: Miriam 
herself, though a prophetess and the sister of 
Moses, was not exempted, but was forced to 
submit to this severe discipline when she 
was under this divine rebuke.” Thus David, 
Hezekiah, Peter, and other great men, when 
they had sinned, humbled themselves, and 
took to themselves shame and grief; let us 
not expect to be reconciled upon easier terms. 

IV. Some necessary orders given about 
pledges for the security of money lent. They 
are not forbidden to take such securities 
as would save the lender from loss, and 
oblige the borrower to be honest; but, 1. 
They must not take the millstone for a 
pledge (v. 6), for with that they ground the 
corn that was to be bread for their families, 
or, if it were a public mill, with it the miller 
got his livelihood; and soit forbids the taking 
of any thing for a pledge by the want of 
which a man was in danger of being undone. 
Consonant to this is the ancient common law 
of England, which provides that no man be 
distrained of the utensils or instruments of 
his trade or profession, as the axe of a carpen- 
ter, or the books of a scholar, or beasts be- 
longing to the plough, as long as there are 
other beasts of which distress may be made 
(Coke, 1 Inst. fol. 47). This teaches us to 
consult the comfort and subsistence of others 
as much as our own advantage. That cre- 
ditor who cares not though his debtor and 
his family starve, nor is at all concerned what 
becomes of them, so he may but get his 
money or secure it, goes contrary, not only 
to the law of Christ, but even to the law of 
Moses tov. 2. They must not go into the 
borrower’s house to fetch the pledge, but 
must stand without, and he must bring it, v. 
10, 11. The borrower (says Solomon) is ser- 


vant to the lender ; therefore lest: the lender 

should abuse the advantage he has against 

him, and improve it for his own interest, it is 
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provided that he shall take not what he 
pleases, but what the borrower can best 
spare. A man’s house is his castle, even the 
poor man’s house is so, and is here taken 
under the protection of the law. 3. That a 


poor man’s bed-clothes should never be 
taken for a pledge, v. 12, 13. This we 
had before, Exod. xxii. 26, 27. If they 


were taken in the morning, they must be 
brought back again at night, which is in 
effect to say that they must not be taken at 
all. “ Let the poor debtor sleep in his own 
raiment, and bless thee,” that is, ‘ pray for 
thee, and praise God for thy kindness to 
him.” Note, Poor debtors ought to be sen- 
sible (more sensible than commonly they are) 
of the goodness of those creditors that do not 
take all the advantage of the law against them, 
and to repay their kindnesses by their prayers 
for them, when they are not in a capacity to 
repay it in any other way ‘Nay, thou 
shalt not only have the prayers and good 
wishes of thy poor brother, but it shall be 
righteousness to thee before the Lord thy 
God,” that is, “ It shall be accepted and re- 
warded as an act of mercy to thy brother and 
obedience to thy God, and an evidence of thy 
sincere conformity to the law. ‘Though it 
may be looked upon by men as an act of 
weakness to deliver up the securities thou 
hast for thy debt, yet it shall be looked upon 
by thy God as an act of goodness, which shall 
in no wise lose its reward.” 


14 Thou shalt not oppress a hired 
servant that is poor and needy, whe- 
ther he be of thy brethren, or of thy 
strangers that are in thy land within 
thy gates: 15 At his day thou shalt 
give him his hire, neither shall the 
sun go down upon it; for he zs poor, 
and setteth his heart upon it: lest he 
cry against thee unto the Lorp, and 
it be sin unto thee. 16 The fathers 
shall not be put to death for the child- 
ren, neither shall the children be put 
to death for the fathers: every man 
shall be put to death for his own sin. 
17 Thou shalt not pervert the judg- 
ment of the stranger, zor of the fa- 
therless; nor take the widow’s rai- 
ment to pledge: 18 But thou shalt 
remember that thou wast a bondman 
in Egypt, and the Lorn thy God re- 
deemed thee thence : therefore I com- 
mand thee to do this thing. 19 When 
thou cuttest down thine harvest in thy 
field, and hast forgot a sheaf in the 
field, thou shalt not go again to fetch 
it: it shall be for the stranger, for the 
fatherless, and for the widow: that 
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all the work of thine hands. 20 When 
thou beatest thine olive tree, thou 
shalt not go over the boughs again: 
it shall be for the stranger, for the fa- 
therless, and for the widow. 21 When 
thou gatherest the grapes of thy vine- 
yard, thou shalt not glean if after- 
ward: it shall be for the stranger, for 
the fatherless, and for the widow. 22 
And thou shalt remember that thou 
wast a bondman in the land of Egypt: 
therefore I command thee to do this 
thing. 


Here, I. Masters are commanded to be 
just to their poor servants, v. 14, 15. 1. 
They must not oppress them, by overloading 
them with work, by giving them undue and 
unreasonable rebukes, or by withholding from 
them proper maintenance. A servant, though 
a stranger to the commonwealth of Israel, 
must not be abused: “For thou wast a bond- 
man in the land where thou wast a stranger 
(v. 18), and thou knowest what a grievous 
thing it is to be oppressed by a task-master, 
and therefore, in tenderness to those that are 
servants and strangers, and in gratitude to 
that God who set thee at liberty and settled 
thee in a country of thy own, thon shalt not 
oppress a servant.’ Let not masters be 
tyrants to their servants, for their Master is 
inheaven. See Job xxxi.13. 2. They must 
be faithful and punetual in paying them their 
wages: “ At his day thou shalt give him his 
hire, not only pay it to him ın full, without 
fraud, but pay it in time, without further 
delay. As soon as he has done his day’s 
work, if he desire it, let him have his day’s 
wages,” as those labourers (Matt. xx. 8), 
when evening had come. He that works by day- 
wages is supposed to live from hand to 
mouth, and cannot have to-morrow’s bread 
for his family till he is paid for this day’s la- 
bour. Ifthe wages be withheld, (1.) It will 
be grief to the servant, for, poor man, he 
sets his heart upon it, or, as the word is, he 
lifts up his soul to it, he 1s earnestly desirous 
of it, as the reward of his work (Job vii. 2), 
and depends upon it as the gift of God’s pro- 
vidence for the maintenance of his family. 
A compassionate master, though it should 
be somewhat inconvenient to himself, would 
not disappoint the expectation of a poor ser- 
vant that was so fond to think of receiving 
his wages. But that is not the worst. (2.) 
It will be guilt to the master. ‘* The injured 
servant will cry against thee to the Lord; 
since he has no one else to appeal to, he will 
lodge his appeal in the court of heaven, and 
it will be sin to thee.” Or, if he do not com- 
plain, the cause will speak for itself, the hire 
of the labourers which is kept back by fraud 
will itself ery,” Jam. v.4. Itis a greater sin 
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than most people think it is, and will be 
found so in the great day, to put hardships 
upon poor servants, labourers, and workmen, 
that we employ. God will do them right if 
men do not. 

II. Magistrates and judges are commanded 
to be just in their administrations. 1. In 
those which we call pleas of the crown a 
standing rule is here given, that the fathers 
shall not be put to death for the children, nor 
the children for the fathers, v. 16. If the 
children make themselves obnoxious to the 
law, let them suffer for it, but let not the 
parents suffer either for them or with them ; 
it is grief enough to them to see their child- 
ren suffer: if the parents be guilty, let them 
die for their own sin; but though God, the 
sovereign Lord of life, sometimes visits the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, es- 
pecially the sin of idolatry, and when he deals 
with nations in their national capacity, yet 
he does not allow men to do so. Accordingly, 
we find Amaziah sparing the children, even 
when the fathers were put to death for killing 
the king, 2 Kings xiv. 6. It was in an ex- 
traordinary case, and no doubt by special 
direction from heaven, that Saul’s sons were 
put to death for his offence, and they died 
rather as sacrifices than as malefactors, 2 Sain. 
xxi. 9, 14, 2. In common pleas between 
party and party, great care must be taken 
that none whose cause was just should fare 
the worse for their weakness, nor for their 
being destitute of friends, as strangers, fa- 
therless, and widows (wv. 17): “ Thou shalt 
not pervert their judgment, nor force them to 
give their very raiment for a pledge, by de- 
frauding them of their right.” Judges must 
be advocates for those that cannot speak for 
themselves and have no friends to speak for 
them. 

III. The rich are commanded to be kind 
and charitable to the poor. Many ways they 
are ordered to be so by the law of Moses. 
The particular instance of charity here pre- 
scribed is that they should not be greedy in 
gathering in their corn, and grapes, and 
olives, so as to be afraid of leaving any be- 
hind them, but be willing to overlook some, 
and let the poor have the gleanings, v. 
19—22. 1. “Say not, ‘It is all my own, 
and why should not I have it?’ But learn a 
generous contempt of property in small mat- 
ters. One sheaf or two forgotten will make 
thee never the poorer at the year’s end, and 
it will do somebody good, if thou have it not.” 
2. “Say not, ‘What I give I will give, and 
know whom I give it to, why should I leave 
it to be gathered by I know not whom, that 
will never thank me.’ But trust God’s pro- 
vidence with the disposal of thy charity, per- 
haps that will direct it to the most neces- 
sitous.” Or, “Thou mayest reasonably think 
it will come to the hands of the most indus- 
trious, that are forward to seek and gather 
that which this law provides for them.” 3. 
“Say not, ‘ What should the poor do with 
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grapes and olives? It is enough for them to 
have bread and water ;’ for, since they have 
the same senses that the rich have, why should 
not they have some little share of the delights 
of sense?” Boaz ordered handfuls of corn to 
be left on purpose for Ruth, and God blessed 
him. Al that is left is not lost. 


CHAP. XXV. 

Here is, 1. A law to moderate the scourging of malefactors, ver. 
1—3. ll. A Jaw in favour of the ox that treads out the corn, 
ver. 4. IIL. For the disgraciag of him that refused to marry his 
brother's widow, ver. 5—10. 1V. For the punishment of an im- 
modest woman, ver. 11, 12. V. For just weights and measures, 
ver. 13—16. VI. For the destroying of Amalek, ver. 17, &e. 


F there be a controversy between 
men, and they come unto judg- 
ment, that the judges may judge them; 
then they shall justify the righteous, 
and condemn the wicked. 2 And it 
shall be, if the wicked man be worthy 
to be beaten, that the judge shall 
cause him to lie down, and to be 
beaten before his face, according to 
his fault, by a certain number. 3 
Forty stripes he may give him, and 
not exceed: lest, ¿fhe should exceed, 
and beat him above these with many 
stripes, then thy brother should seem 
vile unto thee. 4 Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox when he treadeth out 
the corn. 


Here is, J. A direction to the judges in 
scourging malefactors, v. 1—3. 1. It is here 
supposed that, if a man be charged with a 
rrime, the accuser and the accused (Actor 
and Reus) should be brought face to face be- 
foie the judges, that the controversy may be 
determined. 2. If a man were accused of a 
crime, and the proof fell short, so that the 
charge could not be made out against him by 
the evidence, then he was to be acquitted : 
“ Thou shalt justify the righteous,” that is, 
“him that appears to the court to be so.” 
If the accusation be proved, then the convic- 
tion of the accused is a justification of the 
accuser, as righteous in the prosecution. 3. 
If the accused were found guilty, judgment 
must be given against him: “Thou shalt 
condemn the wicked ;” for to justify the 
wicked is as much an abomination to the 
Lord as it is to condemn the righteous, Prov. 
xvii. 15. 4. If the crime were not made 
capital by the law, then the criminal must be 
beaten. A great many precepts we have met 
with which have not any particular penalty 
annexed to them, the violation of most of 
which, according to the constant practice of 
the Jews, was punished by scourging, from 
which no person’s rank or quality did exempt 
him if he were a delinquent, but with this 
proviso, that he shonld never be upbraided 
with it, nor should it be leoked upon as leav- 
zing any mark of infamy or disgrace upon 
him. The directions here given for the 
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scourging of criminals are, (1.) That it ba 
done solemnly; not tumultuously through 
the streets, but in open court before the 
judge’s face, and with so much deliberation 
as that the stripes might be numbered. ‘The 
Jews say that while execution was in doing 
the chief justice of the court read with a loud 
voice Deut. xxviii. 58, 59, and xxix. 9, and 
concluded with those words (Ps. lxxviii. 38), 
But he, being full of compassion, forgave their 
iniquity. Thus it was made a sort of re- 
ligions act, and so much the more likely to 
reform the offender himself and to be a warn- 
ing to others. (2.) That it be done in pro- 
portion to the crime, according to his fault, 
that some crimes might appear, as they are, 
more heinous than others, the criminal being 
beaten with many stripes, to which perhaps 
there is an allusion, Luke xii. 47, 48. (3.) 
That how great soever the crime were the 
number of stripes should never exceed forty, 
v. 3. Forty suve one was the common usage, 
as appears, 2 Cor. xi. 24. It seems, they 
always gave Paul as many stripes as ever 
they gave to any malefactor whatsoever. 
They abated one for fear of having mis- 
counted (though one of the judges was ap- 
pointed to number the stripes), or because 
they would never go to the utmost rigour, 
or because the execution was usually done 
with a whip of three lashes, so that thirteen 
stripes (each one being counted for three) 
made up thirty-nine, but one more by that 
reckoning would have been forty-two. ‘The 
reason given for this is, lest thy brother should 
seent vile unto thee. He must still be looked 
upon as & brother (2 Thess. iii. 15), and his 
reputation as such was preserved by this 
merciful limitation of his punishment. It 
saves him from seeming vile to his brethren, 
when God himself by his law takes this care 
of him. Men must not be treated as dogs; 
nor must those seem vile in our sight to 
whom, for aught we know, God may yet give 
grace to make them precious in his sight. 
Il. A charge to husbandmen not to hinder 
their cattle from eating when they were work- 
ing, if meat were within their reach, v. 4. 
This instance of the beast that trod out the 
corn (to which there is an ailusion in that of 
the prophet, Hos. x. 11) is put for ell similar 
instances. ‘That which makes this law very 
remarkable above its fellows (and which 
countenances the like application of other 
such laws) is that it is twice quoted in the 
New Testament to show that it is the duty 
of the people to give their ministers a com- 
fortable maintenance, 1 Cor. ix. 9, 10, and 
1 Tim. v. 17, 18. It teaches us in the letter 
of it to make much of the brute-creatures 
that serve us, and to allow them not only the 
necessary supports for their life, but the ad- 
vantages of their labour; and thus we must 
learn not only to be just, but kind, to all 
that are employed for our good, not only to 
maintain but to encourage them, especially 
those that labour among us in the word and 
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doctrine, and so are employed for the good 
of our better part. 

5 If brethren dwell together, and 
one of them die, and have no child, 
the wife of the dead shall not marry 
without unto a stranger: her hus- 
band’s brother shall go in unto her, 
and take her to him to wife, ard per- 
form the duty of a husband’s bro- 
ther unto her. 6 And it shall be, 
that the firstborn which she beareth 
shall succeed in the name of his bro- 
ther which is dead, that his name be 
not put out of Israel. 7 And if the 
man like not to take his brother’s wife, 
then let his brother’s wife go up to 
the gate unto the elders, and say, My 
husband’s brother refuseth to raise 

| up unto his brother a name in Israel, 
he will not perform the duty of my 
husband’s brother. 8 Then the elders 
of his city shall call him, and speak 
unto him: and ¿f he stand éo čt, and 
say, I like not to take her; 9 Then 
shall his brother’s wife come unto him 
in the presence of the elders, and 
loose his shoe from off his foot, and 
spit in his face, and shall answer and 
say, So shall it be done unto that 
man that will not build up his bro- 
ther’s house. 10 And his name shall 
be called in Israel, The house of him 
that hath his shoe loosed. 11 When 
men strive together one with another, 
and the wife of the one draweth near 
for to deliver her husband out of the 
hand of him that smiteth him, and 
putteth forth her hand, and taketh 
him by the secrets: 12 Then thou 
shalt cut off her hand, thine eye shall 
not pity her. 

Here is, I. The law settled concerning 
the marrying of a brother’s widow. It ap- 
pears from the story of Judah’s family that 
this had been an ancient usage (Gen. xxxviii. 
8), for the keeping up of distinct families. 
The case put is a case that often happens, of 
a man’s dying without issue, it may be in the 
prime of his time, soon after his marriage, 
and while his brethren were yet so young as 
to be unmarried. Now in this case, 1. The 
widow was not to marry again into any 
other family, unless all the relations of her 
husband did refuse her, that the estate she 
was endowed with might not be alienated. 
2. The husband’s brother, or next of kin, 


must marry her, partly out of respect to her, 
who, having forgotten her own people and her 
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father’s house, should have all possible kind- 
ness shown her by the family into which she 
was married; and partly out of respect to 
the deceased husband, that though he was 
dead and gone he might not be forgotten, 
nor lost out of the genealogies of his tribe; 
for the first-born child, which the brother or 
next kinsman should have by the widow, 
should be denominated from him that was 
dead, and entered in the genealogy as his 
child, v. 5,6. Under that dispensation we 
have reason to think men had not so clear 
and certain a prospect of living themselves 
on the other side death as we have now, to 
whom life and immortality are brought to light 
by the gospel ; and therefore they could not 
but be the more desirous to live in their pos- 
terity, which innocent desire was in some 
measure gratified by this law, an expedient 
being found out that, though a man had no 
child by his wife, yet his name should not be 
put out of Israel, that is, out of the pedigree, 
or, which is equivalent, remain there under 
the brand of childlessness. The Sadducees 
put a case to our Saviour upon this law, with 
a design to perplex the doctrine of the resur- 
rection by it (Matt. xxii. 24, &c.), perhaps in- 
sinuating that there was no need of main. 
taining the immortality of the soul and a fu- 
ture state, since the law had so well provided 
for the perpetuating of men’s names and 
familiesin the world. But, 3. If the brother, 
or next of kin, declined to do this good office 
to the memory of him that was gone, what 
must be done in that case? Why, (1.) He 
shall not be compelled to do it, v. 7. If he 
like her not, he is at liberty to refuse her, 
which, some think, was not permitted in this 
case before this law of Moses. Affection is 
all in all to the comfort of the conjugal rela- 
tion ; this is a thing which cannot be forced, 
and therefore the relation should not be forced 
without it. (2.) Yet he shall be publicly dis- 
graced for not doing it. The widow, as the 
person most concerned for the name and ho- 
nour of the deceased, was to complain to the 
elders of his refusal; if he persist in it, she 
must pluck off his shoe, and spit in his face, 
in open court (or, as the Jewish doctors 
moderate it, spit before ms face), thus to 
fasten a mark of infamy upon him, which 
was to remain with his family after him, v. 8— 
10. Note, Those justly suffer in their own 
reputation who do not do what they ought to 
preserve the name and honour of others. 
He that would not build up his brother’s 
house deserved to have this blemish put upon 
his own, that it should be called the house 
of him that had his shoe loosed, in token that 
he deserved to go barefoot. In the case of 
Ruth we find this law executed (Ruth iv. 7), 
but because, upon the refusal of the next 
kinsman, there was another ready to perform 
the duty of a husband’s brother, it was that 
other that plucked off the shoe, and not the 
widow— Boaz, and not Ruth. 

Il. A law for the punishing of an immodest 
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| woman, v. 11,12. The woman that by the 
foregoing law was to complain against her 
husband’s brother for not marrying her, 
and to spit in his face before the elders, 
needed a good measure of assurance ; but, 
lest the confidence which that law supported 
should grow to an excess unbecoming the 
sex, here is a very severe but just law to 
| punish impudence and immodesty. 1. The 
instance of it is confessedly scandalous to the 
| highest degree. A woman could not do it 
unless she were perfectly lost to all virtue and 
honour. 2. The oceasion is such as might in 
| part excuse it ; it was to help her husband out 
of the hands of one that was too hard for him. 
Now if the doing of it in a passion, and with 
such a good intention, was to be so severely 
punished, much more when it was done wan- 
tonly and in lust. 3. The punishment was 
that her hand should be cut off; and the ma- 
gistrates must not.pretend to be more mer- 
ciful than God: Thy eye shall not pity her. 
Perhaps our Saviour alludes to this law when 
he commands us to cut off the right hand that 
offends us, or is an occasion of sin to us. 
Better put the greatest hardships that can be 
upon the body than ruin the soul for ever. 
Modesty is the hedge of chastity, and there- 
fore ought to be very carefully preserved and 
kept up by both sexes. f 
13 Thou shalt not have in thy bag 
divers weights, a great and a small. 
14 Thou shalt not have in thine house 
| divers measures, a great and a small. 
| 15 But thou shalt have a perfect and 
just weight, a perfect and just mea- 
| sure shalt thou have: that thy days 
may be lengthened in the land which 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee. 16 
| For all that do such things, and all 
| that do unrighteously, are an abomi- 
| nation unto the Lorp thy God. 17 
Remember what Amalek did unto 
thee by the way, when ye were come 
forth out of Egypt; 18 How he met 
thee by the way, and smote the hind- 
most of thee, even all that were feeble 
behind thee, when thou wast faint and 
weary; and he feared not God. 19 
| Therefore it shall be, when the Lorp 
thy God hath given thee rest from all 
thine enemies round about, in the 
land which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance to possess it, 
that thou shalt blot out the remem- 
brance of Amalek from under heaven; 
thou shalt not forget it. 
Here is, I. A law against deceitful weights 
and measures: they must not only not use 
them, but they must not have them, not have 
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(w. 13, 14) ; for, if they had them, they would 
be strongly tempted to use them. ‘They must 
not have a great weight and measure to buy 
by and a small one to sell by, for that was 
to cheat both ways, when either was bad 
enough ; as we read of those that made the 
ephak small, in which they measured the corn 
they sold, aud the shekel great, by which they 
weighed the money they received for it, 
Amos vill. 5. But thou shalt have a perfect 
and just weight, v.15. ‘That which is the 
rule of justice must itself be just ; if that be 
otherwise, it is a constant cheat. This had 
been taken care of before, Lev. xix. 35, 36 
This law is enforced with two very good 
reasons :—1. That justice and equity will 
bring down upon us the blessing of God. 
The way to have our days lengthened, and to 
prosper, is to be just and fair in all our deal- 
ings. Honesty is the best policy. 2. That 
fraud and injustice will expose us to the curse 
of God, v.16. Not only unrighteousness it- 
self, but all that do unrighteously, are an 
abomination to the Lord. And miserable is 
that man who is abhorred by his Maker. 
How hateful, particularly, all the arts of de- 
ceit are to God, Solomon <c*veral times ob- 
serves, Prov. xi. 1; xx. 10, 23; and the 
apostle tells us that the Lord is the avenger 
of all such as overreach and defraud in any 
matter, 1 Thess. iv. 6. 

H. A law for the rooting out of Amalek. 
Here is a just weight and a just measure, that, 
as Amalek had measured to Israel, so it 
should be measured to Amalek again. 

1. The mischief Amalek did to Israel must 
be here remembered, v. 17, 18. When it 
was first done it was ordered to be recorded 
(Exod. xvii. 14—16), and here the remem- 
brance of it is ordered to be preserved, not 
in personal revenge (for that generation which 
suffered by the Amalekites was gone, so that 
those who now lived, and their posterity, 
could not have any personal resentment of 
the injury), but in a zeal for the glory of God 
(which was insulted by the Amalekites), that 
throne of the Lord against which the hand 
of Amalek was stretched out. ‘The carriage 
of the Amalekites towards Israel is here repre- 
sented, (1.) As very base and disingenuous. 
They had no occasion at all to quarrel with 
Israel, nor did they give them any notice, by 
a manifesto or declaration of war; but took 
them at an advantage, when they had just 
come out of the house of bondage, and, for 
aught that appeared to them, were only 
going to sacrifice to God in the wilderness. 
(2.) As very barbarous and cruel; for they 
smote those that were more feeble, whom 
they should have succoured. ‘The greatest 
cowards are commonly the most cruel ; while 
those that have the courage of a man will 
have the compassion of aman. (3.) As very 
impious and profane: they feared not God. 
If they had had any reverence for the ma- 
jesty of the God of Israel, which they saw a 
token of in the cloud, or any dread of his 
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over Pharaoh, they durst not have made this 
assault upon Israel. Well, here was the 
ground of the quarrel : and it shows how God 
takes what is dane against his people as done 
against himself, and that he will particularly 
reckon with those that discourage and hinder 
young beginners in religion, that (as Satan’s 
agents) set upon the weak and feeble, either 
to divert them or to disquiet them, and offend 
his little ones. 

2. This mischief must in due time be 
revenged, v. 19. When their wars were 
finished, by which they were to settle their 
kingdom and enlarge their coast, then they 
must make war upon Amalek (v. 19), not 
merely to chase them, but to consume them, 
to blot ont the remembrance of Amalek. It 
was an instance of God’s patience that he de- 
ferred the vengeance so long, which should 
have led the Amalekites to repentance; yet 
an instance of fearful retribution that the 
posterity of Amalek, so long after, were de- 
stroyed for the mischief done by their an- 
cestors to the Israel of God, that all the 
world might see, and say, that he who touch- 
eth them toucheth the apple of his eye. It was 
nearly 400 years after this that Saul was 
ordered to put this sentence in execution 
(1 Sam. xv.), and was rejected of God because 
he did not do it effectually, but spared some 
of that devoted nation, in contempt, not only 
of the particular orders he received from 
Samuel, but of this general command here 
given by 1 Moses, which he could not be 
ignorant of. David afterwards made some 
destruction of them; and the Simeonites, in 
Hezekiah’s time, smote the rest that remained 
(1 Chron. iv. 43); for when God judges he 
will overcome. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Vith this chapter Moses concludes the particular statutes which 
he thonght fit to give Israel in charge at his parting with them ; 
what follows is by way of sanction and ratification. Iu this 
chapter, I. Moses gives them a furm of confession to be made by 
him that offered the basket of his first-fruits, ver. 1—11. II. 
The protestation and prayer to be made after the disposal of the 
third year's tithe, ver. J2—15. JIL. Hebinds on all the precepts he 
had given them, 1. By the divine authority: ‘Not I, but the 
Lord thy God has commanded thee to du these statutes,” ver, 16. 
2. By tie mutual covenant hetween God and them, ver. 17, &c. 


AF D it shall be, when thou art 
come in unto the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee for an in- 
heritance, and possessest it, and 
dwellest therein; 2 That thou shalt 
take of the first of all the fruit of the 
earth, which thou shalt bring of thy 
land ‘hae the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee, and shalt put iż in a basket, and 
shalt go unto the place which the 
Lorp thy God shall choose to place 
his name there. 3 And thou shalt go 
unto the priest that shall be in those 
days, and say unto him, I profess this 
day unto the Lorp thy God, that I 
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Lorp sware unto our fathers for to 
give us. 4 And the priest shall take 
the basket out of thine hand, and set 
it down before the altar of the Lorp 
thy God. 5 And thou shalt speak 
and say before the Lorp thy God, A 
Syrian ready to perish was my father, 
and he went down into Egypt, and 
sojourned there with a few, and be- 
came there a nation, great, mighty, and 
populous: 6 And the Egyptians evil 
entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid 
upon us hard bondage: 7 And when 
we cried unto the Lorp God of our 
fathers, the Lorp heard our voice, 
and looked on our affliction, and our 
labour, and our oppression: 8 And 
the Lorp brought us forth out of 
Egypt with a mighty hand, and with 
an outstretched arm, and ah great 
terribleness, and with signs, and on 
wonders: 9 And he hath brought us 
into this place, and hath given us this 
land, even a land that floweth with 
milk and honey. 10 And now, be- 
hold, I have brought the firstfruits of 
the land, which thou, O Lorp, hast 
given me. And thou shalt set it be- 
fore the Lorp thy God, and worship 
before the Lorp thy God: 11 And 
thou shalt rejoice in every good thing 
which the Lorp thy God hath given 
unto thee, and unto thine house, thou, 
and the Levite, and the stranger that 
is among you. 

Here is, I. A good work ordered to be 
done, and that is the presenting of a basket 
of dheir first-fruits to God every year, v. 1, 2. 
Besides the sheaf of first-fruits, which was 
offered for the whole land, on the morrow 
after the passover (Lev. ean 10), every man 
was to bring for himself a basket of first- 
fruits at the feast of pentecost, when the 
harvest was ended, which is therefore called 
the feast of first-fruits (Exod. xxxiv. 22), and 
is said to be kept with a tribute of free-will- 
offering, Deut. xvi. 10. But the Jews say, 
“The first-fruits, if not brought then, might 
be brought any time after, between that and 
winter.” When a man went into the field or 
vineyard at the time when the fruits were 
ripening, he was to mark that which he ob- 
served most forward, and to lay it by for 
first-fruits, wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pome- 
granates, olives, and dates, some of each sort 
must be put in the same basket, with leaves 
between them, and presented to God in the 
Now from 
. To acknowiedge 
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God as the giver of all those good things 
which are the support and comfort of our 
natural life, and therefore to serve and honour 
him with them. 2. To deny onrselves. What 
is first ripe we are most fond of; those that 
are nice and curious expect to be served with 
each fruit at its first coming in. My soul de- 
sired the first ripe fruits, Micah vii. 1. When 
therefore God appointed them to lay those 
by for him he tanght them to prefer the glo- 
rifying of his name before the gratifying of 
their own appetites and desires. 3. To give 
to God the first and best we have, as those 
that believe him to be the first and best of 
beings. Those that consecrate the days of 
their youth, and the prime of their time, to 
the service and honour of God, bring him 
their first-fruits, and with such offerings he 
is well pleased. J remember the kindness of 
thy youth. 

II. Good words put into their mouths to 
be said in the doing of this good work, as an 
explication of the meaning of this ceremony, 
that it might be a reasonable service. The 
offerer must begin his acknowledgment be- 
fore he delivered his basket to the priest, and 
then must go on with it, when the priest had 
set down the basket before the altar, as a pre- 
sent to God their great landiord, v. 3, 4. 

1. He must begin with a receipt in full for 
the good land which God had given them 
(v. 3): I profess that I have come now at last, 
after forty years’ wandering, unto the country 
which the Lord swore to give us. This was 
most proper to be said when they came first 
into Canaan; probably when they had been 
long settled there they varied from this form. 
Note, When God has made good his promises 
to us he expects that we should own it, to 
the honour of his faithfulness; this is like 
giving up the bond, as Solomon does, 1 Kings 
vil. 56, There has not failed one word of all 
his good promise. And our creature-comforts 
are doubly sweet to us when we see them 
flowing from the fountain of the promise. 

2. He must remember and own the mean 
origin of that nation of which he was a mem- 
ber. How great soever they were now, and 
he himself with them, their beginning was 
very small, which ought thus to be kept in 
mind throughout all the ages of their church 
by this public confession, that they might not 
be proud of their privileges and advantages, 
but might for ever be thankful to that God 
whose grace chose them when they were so 
low and raised them so high. Two things 
they must own for this purpose :—(1.) The 
meanness of their common ancestor: A Sy- 
riau ready to perish was my father, v.5. Ja- 
cob is here called an Aramite, or Syrian, be- 
cause he lived twenty years in Padan-Aram ; 
his wives were of that country, and his child- 
ren were all born there, except Benjamin ; 
and perhaps the confessor means not Jacob 
himself, but that son of Jacob who was the 
father of his tribe. However it be, both fa- 
ther and sons were more than once ready to 
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perish, by Laban’s severity, Esau’s cruelty, 
and the famine in the land, which last was 
the occasion of their going down into Egypt. 
Laban the Syrian sought to destroy my father 
(so the Chaldee), had almost destroyed him, 
so the Arabic. (2.) The miserable condition 
of their nation in its infancy. They sojourned 
in Egypt as strangers, they served there as 
slaves (v. 6), and that a great while: as their 
father was called a Syrian, they might be 
called Egyptians ; so that their possession of 
Canaan being so long discontinued they could 
not pretend any tenant-right to it. A poor, 
despised, oppressed people they were in 
Egypt, and therefore, though now rich and 
great, had no reason to be proud, or secure, 
or forgetful of God. 

3. He must thankfully acknowledge God’s 
great goodness, not only to himself in par- 
ticular, but to Israel in general. (1.) In 
bringing them out of Egypt, v. 7,8. It is 
spoken of here as an act of pity—he looked 
on our afiiction; and an act of power—he 
brought us forth with a mighty hand. This 
was a great salvation, fit to be remembered 
upon all occasions, and particularly upon 
this; they need not grudge to bring a basket 
of first-fruits to God, for to him they owed 
it that they were not now bringing in the tale 
of bricks to their cruel task-masters. (2.) In 
settling them in Canaan: He hath given us 
this land, v. 9. Observe, He must not only 
give thanks for his own lot, but for the land 
In general which was given to Israel; not 
only for this year’s profits, but for the ground 
itself which produced them, which God had 
graciously granted to his ancestors and en- 
tailed upon his posterity. Note, The comfort 
we have in particular enjoyments should lead 
us to be thankful for our share in public 
peace and plenty; and with present mercies 
we should bless God for the former mercies 
we remember and the further mercies we 
expect and hope for. 

4. He must offer to God his basket of first- 
fruits (v.10): “ I have brought the first-fruits 
of the land (like a pepper-corn), as a quit-rent 
for the land which thou hast given me.” Note, 
Whatever we give to God, it is but of his owu 
that we give him, 1 Chron. xxix.14. And it 
becomes us, who receive so much from him, 
to study what we shall render to him. ‘The 
basket he set before God; and the priests, as 
God’s receivers, had the first-fruits, as per- 
quisites of their place and fees for attending, 
Num. xviii. 12. 

II. The offerer is here appointed, when 
he has finished the service, 1. To give glory 
to God: Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God. 
His first-fruits were not accepted withont 
further acts of adoration. A huinble, reverent, 
thankful heart is that which God looks at 
and requires, and, without this, all we can 
put in a basket will not avail. Jf a mau 
would give all the substance of his house to be 
excused from this, or in lieu of it, zt would 
utterly be contemnced. 2. To take the comfort 
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of it to himself and family : Thou shalt rejoice 
in every good thing, v. 11. It is the will of 
God that we should be cheerful, not only in 
our attendance upon his holy ordinances, but 
in our enjoyments of the gifts of his provi- 
dence. Whatever good thing God gives us, 
it is his will that we should make the most 
comfortable use we can of it, yet still tracing 
the streams to the fountain of all comfort and 
consolation. 

12 When thou hast made an end of 
tithing all the tithes of thine increase 
the third year, which is the year of 
tithing, and hast given if unto the Le- 
vite, the stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow, that they may eat within 
thy gates, and be filled; 13 Then thou 
shalt say before the Lorp thy God, I 
have brought away the hallowed things 
out of mine house, and also have given 
them unto the Levite, and unto the 
stranger, to the fatherless, and to the 
widow, according to all thy command- 
ments which thou hast commanded 
me: I have not transgressed thy com- 
mandments, neither have I forgotten 
them: 14 I have not eaten thereof in 
my mourning, neither have I taken 
away aughé thereof for any unclean 
use, nor given aughé thereof for the 
dead: but I have hearkened to the 
voice of the Lorp my God, and have 
done according to all that thou hast 
commanded me. 15 Look down from 
thy holy habitation, from heaven, and 
biess thy people Israel, and the land 
which thou hast given us, as thou 
swarest unto our fathers, a land that 
floweth with milk and honey. 

Concerning the disposal of their tithe the 
third year we had the law before, ch. xiv. 
28,29. The second tithe, which in the other 
two years was to be spent in extraordinaries 
at the feasts, was to be spent the third year 
at home, in entertaining the poor. Now be- 
cause this was done from under the eye of 
the priests, and a great confidence was put in 
the people’s honesty, that they would dispose 
of it according to the law, to the Levite, the 
stranger, and the fatherless (v. 12), it is there- 
fore required that when at the next feast after 
they appeared before the Lord they should 
there testify (as it were) upon oath, in a reli- 
gious manner, that they had fully adminis- 
tered, and been true to their trust. 

I. They must make a solemn protestation 
to this purport, v. 13, 14. 1. That no hal- 
lowed things were hoarded up: “ I have 
brought them away out of my house, nothing 
now remains there but my own part.” 2. 
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That the poor, and particularly poor minis- 
ters, poor strangers, and poor widows, had 
had their part according to the command- 
ment. It is fit that God, who by his provi- 
dence gives us all we have, should by his law 
direct the using of it, and, though we are not 
now under such particular appropriations of 
our revenue as they then were, yet, in general, 
we are commanded to give alms of such things 
as we have; and then, and not otherwise, all 
things are clean to us. Then we may take 
the comfort of our enjoyments, when God 
has thus had his dues out of them. This is 
a commandment which must not be trans- 
gressed, no, not with an excuse of its being 
forgotten, v. 13. 3. That none of this tithe 
had been misapplied to any common use, 
much less to any ill use. This seems to re- 
fer to the tithe of the other two years, which 
was to be eaten by the owners themselves; 
they must profess, (1.) That they had not 
eaten of it in their mourning, when, by 
their mourning for the dead, they were com- 
monly unclean; or they had not eaten of it 
grudgingly, as those that all their days eat in 
darkness. (2.) That they had not sacri- 
legiously alienated it to any common use, for 
it was not their own. And, (3.) That they 
had not given it for the dead, for the honour 
of their dead gods, or in hope of making it 
beneficial to their dead friends. Now the 
obliging of them to make this solemn pro- 
testation at the three years’ end would be an 
obligation upon them to deal faithfully, know- 
ing that they must be called upon thus to 
purge themselves. It is our wisdom to keep 
conscience clear at all times, that when we 
come to give up our account we may lift up 
our face without spot. The Jews say that 
this protestation of their integrity was to be 
made with a low voice, because it looked like 
a self-commendation, but that the foregoing 
confession of God’s goodness was to be made 
with a loud voice to his glory. He that durst 
not make this protestation must bring his 
trespass-offering, Lev. v. 15. 

II. To this solemn protestation they must 
add a solemn prayer (v. 15), not particularly 
for themselves, but for God’s people Israel ; 
for in the common peace and prosperity every 
particular person prospers and has peace. 
We must learn hence to be public-spirited in 
prayer, and to wrestle with God for blessings 
for the land and nation, our English Israel, 
and for the universal church, which we are 
directed to have an eye to in our prayers, as 
the Israel of God, Gal. vi.16. In this prayer 
we are taught, 1. To look up to God as ina 
holy habitation, and thence to infer that holi- 
ness becomes his house, and that he will be 
sanctified in those that are about him. 2. 
To depend upon the favour of God, and his 
gracious cognizance, as sufficient to make us 
and our people happy. 3. To reckon it won- 
derful condescension in God to cast an eye 
even upon so great and honourable a body 
as Israel was. It is looking down. 4. Tu 
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be earnest with God for a blessing upon his 
people Israel, and upon the land which he has 
giver us. For how should the earth yield its 
increase, or, if it does, what comfort can we 
take in it, unless therewith God, even our own 
God, gives us his blessing ? Ps. lxvii. 6. 

16 This day the Lorn thy God 
hath commanded thee to do these 
statutes and judgments: thou shalt 
therefore keep and do them with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul. 17 
Thou hast avouched the Lorp this 
day to be thy God, and to walk in his 
ways, aud to keep his statutes, and 
his commandments, and his judg- 
ments, and to hearken unto his voice : 
18 And the Lor» hath avouched thee 
this day to be his peculiar people, as 
he hath promised thee, and that thou 
shouldest keepail his commandments; 
19 And to make thee high above all 
nations which he hath made, in praise, 
and in name, andin honour; and that 
thou mayest bea holy peonle unto the 
Lorp thy God, as he hath spoken. 

Two things Moses here urges to enforce 
all these precepts:—1. That they were the 
commands of God, v.16. They were not the 
dictates of his own wisdom, nor were they 
enacted by any authority of his own, but in- 
finite wisdom framed them, and the power of 
the King of kings made them binding to 
them: “ The Lord thy God commands thee, 
therefore thou art bound in duty and grati- 
tude to obey him, and it is at thy peril if thou 
disobey. They are his laws, therefore thou 
shalt do them, for to that end were they given 
thee: do them and not dispute them, do them 
and not draw back from them; do them not 
carelessly and hypocritically, but with thy 
heart and soul, thy whole heart and thy whole 
soul.” 2. That their covenant with God 
obliged them to keep these commands. He 
insists not only upon God’s sovereignty over 
them, but his propriety in them, and the re- 
lation wherein they stood to him. The cove- 
nant is mutual, and it binds to obedience 
both ways. (1.) That we may perform our 
part of the covenant, and answer the inten- 
tions of that (v. 17): “ Thou hast avouched 
and solemnly owned and confessed the Lord 
Jehovah to be thy God, thy Prince and Ruler. 
As he is so by an incontestable right, so he 
is by thy own consent.” They did this im- 
plicitly by their attendance on his word, had 
done it expressly (Exod. xxiv.), and were now 
to do it again before they parted, ch. xxix. 1. 
Now this obliges us, in fidelity to our word, 
as well as in duty to our Sovereign, to keep 
his statutes and his commandments. We really 
forswear ourselves, and perfidiously violate 
the most sacred engagements, if, when we 
have taken the Lord to be our God, we do 
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not make conscience of obeying his coin- 
mands. (2.) ‘That God’s part of the covenant 
also may be made good, and the intentions of 
that answered (v. 18, 19): The Lord has 
avouched, not only taken, but publicly owned 
thee to be his segullah, his peculiar people, as 
he has promised thee, that is, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the promise. 
Now their obedience was not only the con. 
dition of this favour, and of the continuance 
of it Gf they were not obedient, God would 
disown them, and cast them off), but it was 
also the principal design of this favour. 
“ He has avouched thee on purpose that thou 
shouldest keep his commandments, that thou 
mightest have both the best directions and 
the best encouragements in religion.” ‘Thus 
we are elected to obedience (1 Pet. i. 2), chosen 
that we should be holy (Eph. i. 4), purified, a 
peculiar people, that we might not only do 
good works, but be zealous in them, Tit. ii. 
14, Two things God is here said to design 
in avouching them to be his peculiar people 
(v. 19), to make them high, and, in order to 
that, to make them holy; for holiness is true 
honour, and the only way to everlasting ho- 
nour. [1.] To make them high above all 
nations. ‘The greatest honour we are capable 
of in this world is to be taken into covenant 
with God, and to live in his service. They 
should be, First, High in praise; for God 
would accept them, which is true praise, 
Rom. ii. 29. Their friends would admire 
them, Ps. xlviii. 2. Their enemies would 
envy them, Zeph. iii. 19,20. Secondly, High 
in name, which, some think, denotes the con. 
tinuance and perpetuity of that praise, a name 
that shall not be cut off. Thirdly, High iu 
honour, that is, in all the advantages of wealth 
and power, which would make them great 
above their neighbours. See Jer. xiii. 11. 
[2.] That they might be a holy people, se- 
parated for God, devoted to him, and em- 
ployed continually in his service. This God 
aimed at in taking them to be his people; so 
that, if they did not keep his commandments, 
they received all this grace in vain. 
CHAP. XXVII. 


Moses having very largely and fully set before the people their duty, 
both to God and one another, in general and in particular instances, 
—having shown them plainly what is goad, and what the law 
requires of them,—and having in the close of the foregoing 
chapter laid them under the ulsligation both of the command and 
the covenant, he comes iu this chapter to prescribe outward 
means, I. For the helping of their memories, that they might 
not forget the law as a strange thing. They must write all the 
words of this law upon stones, ver. 1—10. 1). For the moving 
of their affections, that they might not be indifferent to the law 
as a light thing. When they came into Canaan, the bless- 
ings and curses which were the sanctions of the law, were to be 
solemnly pronounced in the hearing of all [srael, who were tu 
say Amen to them, ver. 11—26. And if such a solemnity as this 
would not make a deep impression upon them, and affect them 
with the great things of God’s law, nothing would. 


ND Moses with the elders of Is- 

rael commanded the people, say- 
ing, Keepall the commandments which 
I command you this day. 2 And it 
shal! be on the day when ye shall pass 
over Jordan unto the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, that thou 
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shalt set thee up great stones, and 
plaster them with plaster: 3 And 
thou shalt write upon them all the 
words of this law, when thou art 
passed over, that thou mayest go in 
unto the land which the Lorp thy 
God giveth thee, a land that floweth 
with milk and honey; as the Lorp 
God of thy fathers hath promised thee. 
4 Therefore it shall be when ye be 
gone over Jordan, that ye shall set 
up these stones, which I command 
you this day, in mount Ebal, and thou 
shalt plaster them with plaster. 5 
And there shalt thou build an altar 
unto the Lorp thy God, an altar of 
stones: thou shalt not lift up any 
iron tool upon them. 6 Thou shalt 
build the altar of the Lorp thy God 
of whole stones: and thou shalt offer 
burnt offerings thereon unto the Lorp 
thy God: 7 And thou shalt offer 
peace offerings, and shalt eat there, 
and rejoice before the Lorp thy God. 
8 And thou shalt write upon the 
stones all the words of this law very 
plainly. 9 And Moses and the priests 
the Levites spake unto all Israel, say- 
ing, take heed, and hearken, O Israel; 
this day thou art become the people 
of the Lorp thy God. 10 Thou shalt 
therefore obey the voice of the Lorp 
thy God, and do his commandments 
and his statutes, which I command 
thee this day. 

Here is, I. A general charge to the people 
to keep God’s commandments; for in vain 
did they know them, unless they would do 
them. This is pressed upon them, 1. With 
all authority. Moses with the elders of Israel, 
the rulers of each tribe (v. 1), and again, 
Moses and the priests the Levites (v. 9); so 
that the charge is given by Moses who was 
king in Jeshurun, and by their lords, both 
spiritual and temporal, in concurrence with 
him. Lest they should think that it was 
Moses only, an old and dying man, that made 
such ado about religion, or the priests and 
Levites only, whose trade it was to attend 
religion and who had their maintenance out 
of it, the elders of Israel, whom God had 
placed in honour and power over them, and 
who were men of business in the world and 
likely to be long so when Moses was gone, 
they commanded their people to keep God’s 
law. Moses, having put some of his honour 
upon them, joins them in commission with 
himself, in giving this charge, as Paul some- 
times in his epistles joins with himself Sil- 
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vanus and Timotheus. Note, All that have 
any interest in others, or power over them, 
should use it for the support and furtherance 
of religion among them. Though the su- 
preme power of a nation provide ever so good 
laws for this purpose, if inferior magistrates 
in their places, and ministers in theirs, and 
masters of families in theirs, do not execute 
their offices, it will all be to little effect. 
2. With all importunity. They press it upon 
them with the utmost earnestness (v. 9,10): 
Take heed and hearken, O Israel. It is a thing 
that requircs and deserves the highest degree 
of caution and attention. ‘They tell them of 
their privilege and honour: “ This day thou 
hast become the people of the Lord thy God, 
the Lord having avouched thee to be his 
own, and being now about to put thee in 
possession of Canaan which he had long pro- 
mised as thy God (Gen. xvii. 7, 8), and which 
if he had failed to do in due time, he would 
have been ashamed to be called thy God, 
Heb. xi. 16. Now thou art more than ever 
his people, therefore obey his voice.” Privi- 
leges should be improved as engagements to 
duty. Should not a people be ruled by 
their God? 

If. A particular direction to them with 
great solemnity to register the words of this 
law, as soon as they came into Canaan. It 
was to be done but once, and at their en- 
trance into the land of promise, in token of 
their taking possession of it under the several 
provisos and conditions contained in this 
law. ‘There was a solemn ratification of the 
covenant between God and Israel at Mount 
Sinai, when an altar was erected, with twelve 
pillars, and the book of the covenant was 
produced, Exod. xxiv. 4. That which is here 
appointed is a somewhat similar solemnity. 

1. They must set up a monument on which 
they must write the words of this law. 
(1.) The monument itself was to be very 
mean, only rough unhewn stone plastered 
over; not polished marble or alabaster, nor 
brass tables, but common plaster upon stone, 
v. 2. The command is repeated (w. 4), and 
orders are given that it be written, not very 
finely, to be admired by the curious, but very 
plainly, that he who runs may read it, Hab. 
i. 2. The word of God needs not to be set 
off by the art of man, nor embellished with 
the enticing words of man’s wisdom. But, 
(2.) The inscription was to be very great: 
All the words of this law, v. 3, and again, v. 8. 
Some understand it only of the covenant be- 
tween God and Israel, mentioned ch. xxvi. 
17, 18. Let this heap be set up for a wit- 
ness, like that memorial of the covenant be- 
tween Laban and Jacob, which was nothing 
but a heap of stones thrown hastily together, 
upon which they did eat together in token of 
friendship (Gen. xxxi. 46, 47), and that stone 
which Joshua set up, Josh. xxiv. 26. Others 
think that the curses of the covenant in this 
chapter were written upon this monument, 
the rather because ıt was set up in Mount 
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Ebal, v. 4. Others think that the whole 
book of Deuteronomy was written upon this 
monument, or at least the statutes and 
judgments from eh. xii. to the end of ch. xxvi. 
And it is notimprobable that the heap might 
be so large as, taking in all the sides of it, to 
contain so copious an inscription, unless we 
will suppose (as some do) that the ten com- 
inandments only were here written, as an au- 
thentic copy of the close rolls which were 
laid up in the ark. They must write this 
when they had gone into Canaan, and yet 
Moses says (w. 3), “ Write it that thou mayest 
goin,” that is, “that thou mayest go in with 
coinfort, and assurance of success and settle- 
ment, otherwise it were well for thee not to 
go in at all. Write it as the conditions of 
thy entry, and own that thou comest in upon 
these terms and no other: since Canaan is 
given by promise, it must be held by obe- 
dience.” 

2. They must also set up an altar. By the 
words of the law which were written upon 
the plaster, God spoke to them ; by the altar, 
and the sacrifices offered upon it, they spoke 
to God; and thus was communion kept up 
between them and God. The word and 
prayer must go together. Though they 
might not, of their own heads, set up any 
altar besides that at the tabernacle, yet, by 
the appointment of God, they might upon a 
special occasion. Elijah built a temporary 
altar of twelve unhewn stones, similar to 
this, when he brought Israel back to the 
covenant which was now made, 1 Kings xviii. 
31, 32. Now, (1.) This altar must be made 
of such stones as they found ready upon the 
field, not newly cut out of the rock, much 
less squared artificially: Thou shalt not lift 
up any iron tool upon them, v. 5. Christ, our 
altar, is a stone cut out of the mountain with- 
out hands (Dan. ii. 34, 35), and therefore 
refused by the builders, as having no form or 
comeliness, but accepted of God the Father, 
and made the head of the corner. (2.) Burnt- 
offerings and peace-offerings must be offered 
upon this altar (v. 6, 7), that by them they 
might give glory to God and obtain favour. 
Where the law was written, an altar was set 
up close by it, to signify that we could not 
look with any comfort upon the law, being 
conscious to ourselves of the violation of it, 
if it were not for the great sacrifice by which 
atonement is made for sin; and the altar was 
set up on Mount Ebal, the mount on which 
those tribes stood that said Amen to the 
curses, to intimate that through Christ we 
are redeemed from the curse of the law. In 
the Old Testament the words of the law are 
written, with the curse annexed, which would 
fill us with horror and amazement if we had 
not in the New Testament (which is bound 
up with it) an altar erected close by it, which 
gives us everlasting consolation. (3.) They 
must eat there, and rejoice before the Lord 
their God, v. 7. This signified, [1.] The 
consent they gave to the covenant; for the 
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parties to a covenant ratified the covenant by 
feasting together. ‘They were partakers of 
the altar, which was God’s table, as his 
servants and tenants, and such they acknow- 
ledged themselves, and, being put in posses- 
sion of this good land, bound themselves to 
pay the rent and to do the services reserved 
by the royal grant. [2.] The comfort they 
took in the covenant ; they had reason to 
rejoice in the law, when they had an altar, a 
remedial law, so near it. It was a great 
favour to them, and a token for good, that 
God gave them his statutes ; and that they 
were owned as the people of God, and the 
children of the promise, was what they had 
reason to rejoice in, though, when this so- 
lemnity was to be performed, they were not 
put in full possession of Canaan; but God 
has spoken in his holiness, and then I will re- 
Joice, Gilead is mine, Manasseh is mine; all 
my own. 


11 And Moses charged the people 
the same day, saying, 12 These shall 
stand upon mount Gerizim to bless 
the people, when ye are come over 
Jordan; Simeon, and Levi, and Ju- 
dah, and Issachar, and Joseph, and 
Benjamin: 13 And these shall stand 
upon mount Ebal to curse; Reuben, 
Gad, and Asher, and Zebulun, Dan, 
and Naphtali. 14 And the Levites 
shall speak, and say unto all the men 
of Israel with aloud voice, 15 Cursed 
be the man that maketh any graven 
or molten image, an abomination unto 
the Lorp, the work of the hands of 
the craftsman, and putteth zé in a se- 
cret place. And all the people shall 
answer and say, Amen. 16 Cursed 
be he that setteth light by his father 
or his mother. And all the people 
shall say, Amen. 17 Cursed be he 
that removeth his neighbour’s land- 
mark. And all the people shall say, 
Amen. 18 Cursed be he that maketh 
the blind to wander out of the way. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 
19 Cursed be he that perverteth the 
judgment of the stranger, fatherless, 
and widow. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 20 Cursed be he that 
lieth with his father’s wife; because 
he uncovereth his father’s skirt. And 
all the people shall say, Amen. 21 
Cursed be he that lieth with any man- 
ner of beast. And all the people shall 
say, Amen. 22 Cursed be he that heth 
with his sister, the daughter of his 
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father, or the daughter of his mother. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 
23 Cursed be he that lieth with his 
mother in law. And all the people 
shall say, Amen. 24 Cursed be he 
that smiteth his neighbour secretly. 
And all the people shall say, Amen. 
25 Cursed be he that taketh reward 
to slay an innocent person. And all 
the people shall say, Amen. 26 Cursed 
be he that confirmeth not all the words 
of this law to do them. And all the 
people shall say, Amen. 

When the law was written, to be seen and 
read by all men, the sanctions of it were to be 
published, which, to complete the solemnity 
of their covenanting with God, they were de- 
liberately to declare their approbation of. 
This they were before directed to do (ch. xi. 
29, 30), and therefore the appointment here 
begins somewhat abruptly, v. 12. There 
were, it seems, in Canaan, that part of it 
which afterwards fell to the lot of Ephraim 
(Joshua's tribe), two mountains that lay near 
together, with a valley between, one called 
Gerizim and the other Ebal. On the sides 
of these two mountains, which faced one an- 
other, all the tribes were to be drawn up, six 
on one side and six on the other, so that in 
the valley, at the foot of each mountain, they 
came pretty near together, so near as that the 
priests standing betwixt them might be heard 
by those that were next them on both sides ; 
then when silence was proclaimed, and at- 
tention commanded, one of the priests, or 
perhaps more at some distance from each 
other, pronounced with a loud voice one of 
the curses here following, and all the people 
that stood on the side and foot of Mount 
Ebal (those that stood further off taking the 
signal from those that stood nearer and with- 
in hearing) said Amen; then the contrary 
blessing was pronounced, “ Blessed is he 
that doth not so or so,” and then those that 
stood on the side, and at the foot, of Mount 
Gerizim, said Amen. This could not but 
alfect them very much with the blessings 
and curses, the promises and thrgatenings, of 
the law, and not only acquaint all the people 
with them, but teach them to apply them to 
themselves. 

1. Something is to be observed, in general, 
concerning this solemnity, which was to be 
done but once and not repeated, but would 
be talked of to posterity. 1. God appointed 
which tribes should stand upon Mount Ge- 
rizim and which on Mount Ebal (w. 12, 13), 
to prevent the disputes that might have 
arisen if they had been left to dispose of 
themselves. The six tribes that were ap- 
pointed for blessing were all the children of 
the free women, for to such the promise 
belongs, Gal. iv. 31. Levi is here put among 
the rest, to teach ministers to apply to them- 
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selves the blessing and curse which they 
preach to others, and by faith to set their 
own Amen toit. 2. Of those tribes that were 
to say Amen to the blessings it is said, They 
stood to bless the people, but of the other, 
They stood to curse, not mentioning the peo- 
ple, as loth to suppose that any of this people 
whom God had taken for his own should lay 
themselves under the curse. Or, perhaps, 
the different mode of expression intimates that 
there was to be but one blessing pronounced in 
general upon the people of Israel, as a happy 
people, and that should ever be so, if they 
were obedient ; and to this blessing the tribes 
on Mount Gerizim were to say Amen— 
“ Happy art thou, O Israel, and mayest thou 
ever be so;” but then the curses come in as 
exceptions from the general rule, and we 
know exceptio firmat reyulam—the exception 
confirms the rule. Israel is a blessed people, 
but, if there be any particular persons even 
among them that do such and such things as 
are mentioned, let them know that they have 
no part nor lot in the matter, but are under 
a curse. This shows how ready God is to 
bestow the blessing; if any fall under the 
curse, they may thank themselves, they bring 
it upon their own heads. 3. The Levites or 
priests, such of them as were appointed for 
that purpose, were to pronounce the curses 
as well as the blessings. They were or- 
dained to bless (ch. x. 8), the priests did it 
daily, Num. vi. 23. But they must separate 
between the precious and the vile; they must 
not give that blessing promiscuously, but 
must declare to whom it did not belong, lest 
those who had no right to it themselves 
should think to share in it by being in the 
erowd. Note, Ministers must preach the 
terrors of the law as well as the comforts of 
the gospel; must not only allure people 
to their duty with the promises of a blessing, 
but awe them to it with the threatenings of a 
curse. 4. The curses are here expressed, 
but not the blessings; for as many as were 
under the law were under the curse, but it 
was an honour-reserved for Christ to bless 
us, and so to do that for us which the law 
could not do, in that it was weak. In Christ’s 
sermon upon the mount, which was the true 
Mount Gerizim, we have blessings only, 
Matt. v. 3,&c. 5. To each of the curses the 
people were to say Amen. It is easy to un- 
derstand the meaning of Amen to the bless- 
ings. The Jews have a saying to encourage 
people to say Amen to the public prayers, 
Whosoever answereth Amen, after him that 
blesseth, he is as he that blesseth. But how 
could they say Amen to the curses? (1.) It 
was a profession of their faith in the truth of 
thera, that these and the like curses were not 
bug-bears to frighten children and fools, but 
the real declarations of the wrath of God 
against the ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, not one zota of which shall fall to the 
ground. (2.) It was an acknowledgment of 
the equity of these curses; when they said 
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Amen, they did in effect say, not only, It is 
certain it shall be so, but, It is just it should 
be so. Those who do such things deserve to 
fall and lie under the curse. (3.) It was 
such an imprecation upon themselves as 
strongly obliged them to have nothing to do 
with those evil practices upon which the 
curse is here entailed. ‘‘ Let God’s wrath 
fall upon us if ever we do such things.” We 
read of those that entered into a curse (and 
with us that is the usual form of a solemn 
oath) to waik in God’s law, Neh. x. 29. Nay, 
the Jews say (as the learned bishop Patrick 
quotes them), “ All the people, by saying 
this Amen, became bound for one another, 
that they would observe God’s laws, by 
which every man was obliged, as far as he 
could, to prevent his neighbour from break- 
ing these laws, and to reprove those that had 
offended, lest they should bear sin and the 
curse for them.” 

IT. Let us now observe what are the par- 
ticular sins against which the curses are here 
denounced. 

1. Sins against the second commandment. 
This flaming sword is set to keep that com- 
mandment first, v. 15. ‘Those are here cursed, 
not only that worship images, but that make 
them or keep them, if they be such (or like 
such) as idolaters used in the service of their 
gods. Whetherit be a graven image oramolten 
image, it comes all to one, zt is an abomination 
to the Lord, even though it be not set up in 
public, but in a secret place, —though it be not 
actually worshipped, nor is it said to be de- 
signed for worship, but reserved there with re- 
spect and a constant temptation. Hethat dees 
this may perhaps escape punishment from 
men, but he cannot escape the curse of God. 

2. Against the fifth commandment, v. 16. 
The contempt of parents is a sin so heinous 
that it is put next to the contempt of God 
himself. Ifa man abused his parents, either 
in word or deed, he fell under the sentence 
of the magistrate, and must be put to death, 
Exod. xxi. 15,17. But to set light by them 
in his heart was a thing which the magis- 
trate could not take cognizance of, and there- 
fore itis here laid under the curse of God, 
who knows the heart. ‘Those are cursed 
children that carry themselves scornfully and 
insolently towards their parents. 

3. Against the eighth commandment. The 
curse of God is here fastened, (1.) Upon an 
unjust neighbour that removes the land-marks, 
v.17. See ch. xix. 14. (2.) Upon an unjust 
counsellor, who, when his advice is asked, 
maliciously directs his friend to that which 
he knows will be to his prejudice, which is 
making the blind to wander out of the way, un- 
der pretence of directing him in the way, 
than which nothing can be either more bar- 
barous or more treacherous, v. 18. Those 
that seduce others from the way of God’s 
commandments, and entice them to sin, 
bring this curse upon themselves, which our 
Saviour has explained, Matt. xv. 14, The 
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blind lead the blind, and both skall fall into 
the ditch. (3.) Upon an unjust judge, that 
perverteth the judgment of the stranger, father- 
less, and widow, whom he should protect and 
vindicate, v. 19. These are supposed to be 
poor and friendless (nothing to be got by do- 
ing them a kindness, nor any thing lost by 
disobliging them), and therefore judges may 
be tempted to side with their adversaries 
against right and equity ; but cursed are such 
judges. 

4. Against ihe seventh commandment. In- 
cest is a cursed sin, with a sister, a father’s 
wife, or a mother-in-law, v. 20, 22, 23. These 
crimes not only exposed men to the sword of 
the magistrate (Lev. xx. 11), but, which is 
more dreadful, to the wrath of God; bestiality 
likewise, v. 21. 

5. Against the sixth commandment. Two 
of the worst kinds of murder are here speci- 
fied :—(1.) Murder unseen, when a man does 
not set upon his neighbour as a fair adver- 
sary, giving him an opportunity to defend 
himself, but smites him secretly (v. 24), as by 
poison or otherwise, when he sees not who 
hurts him. See Ps. x. 8,9. ‘Though such 
secret murders may go undiscovered and un- 
punished, yet the curse of God will follow 
them. (2.) Murder under colour of law, which 
is the greatest affront to God, for it makes an 
ordinance of his to patronise the worst of 
villains, and the greatest wrong to our neigh- 
bour, for it ruins his honour as well as his 
life : cursed therefore is he that will be hired, 
or bribed, to accuse, or to convict, or to con- 
demn, and so ¢o slay, an innocent person, v 
25. see Poaxv. S 

6. The solemnity concludes with a general 
curse upon him that confirmeth not, or, as it 
might be read, that performeth not, all the 
words of this law to do them, v. 26. By our 
obedience to the law weset our seal toit, and so 
confirm it, as by our disobedience we do what 
lies in us to disannul it, Ps. cxix. 126. Whe 
apostle, following all the ancient versions, 
reads it, Cursed is every one that continues not, 
Gal. ii. 10. Lest those who were guilty ot 
other sins, not mentioned in this commi- 
nation, should think themselves safe from the 
curse, this last reaches all; not only those 
who do the evil which the law forbids, but 
those also who omit the good which the law 
requires : to this we must all say Amen, own- 
ing ourselves under the curse, justly to have 
deserved it, and that we must certainly have 
perished for ever under it, if Christ had not 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, by being 
made a curse for us. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


This chapter is a very large exposition of two words in the fore» 
going chapter, the blessing and the curse. Those were prouounced 
blessea in general that were obedient, and those cursed that were 
disobeaient; but, because generals are not so affecting, Moses 
here descends to particulars, and describes the blessing and the 
curse, not in their fountains (these are out of sight, and therefore 
the most considerable, yet least considered, the favour of God 
the spring of all the blessings, and the wrath of God the spring 
of all the curses), but in their streams, the sensible effects of the 
blessing and the curse, for they are real things and have real 
effects. l. Ile describes the blessings that should come upou 
them if they were cbedient; personal, family, and especially 
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national, forin tha. capacity especially they are here treated with, 
ver. 1—14. li. He more largely describes the curses which would 
come upon them if they were disobedient; such as would be, 1. 
Their extreme vexation, ver. 15—44. 2. Their utter ruin aud 
destructiun at last, ver. 45—68. This chapter is much to the 
same purport with Lev. xxvi., setting before them life and death, 
guod and evil; and the promise, in the close of that chapter, of 
their restoration, upon their repentance, is here hkewise more 
largely repeated, ch. xxx. Thus, as they had precept upon pre- 
cept in the repetition of the law, so they had line upon line in 
the repetition of the promises and threatenings. And these are 
both there and here delivered, not only as sanctions of the law, 
what should be conditionally, hut as predictions of the event, 
what would be certainly, that for a while the penple of Israel 
would be happy in their ohedience, hut that at length they would 
be undone by their disohedience ; and therefore it is said (ch. xxx. 
1) that all those things would come upon them, bnth the biessing 
and the curse. 


AT it shall come to pass, if thou 
shalt hearken diligently unto the 
voice of the Lorp thy God, to ob- 
serve and to do all his commandments 
which I command thee this day, that 
the Lorp thy God will set thee on 
high above all nations of the earth: 
2 And all these blessings shall come 
on thee, and overtake thee, if thou 
shalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lorp thy God. 3 Blessed shalt thou 
be in the city, and blessed shalt thou 
be in the field. 4 Blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep. 5 Blessed shall be thy 
basket and thy store. 6 Blessed shalt 
thou be when thou comest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be when thou goest 
out. 7 The Lor» shall cause thine 
enemies that rise up against thee to 
be smitten before thy face: they shall 
come out against thee one way, and 
flee before thee seven ways. 8 The 
Lorp shall command the blessing 
upon thee in thy storehouses, and in 
all that thou settest thine hand unto; 
and he shall bless thee in the land 
which the Lorn thy God giveth thee. 
9 The Lor shall establish thee a holy 
people unto himself, as he hath sworn 
unto thee, if thou shalt keep the com- 
mandments of the Lorpthy God, and 
walk in his ways. 10 And all people 
of the earth shall see that thou art 
called by the name of the Lorn; and 
they shall be afraid of thee. 11 And 
the Lorp shall make thee plenteous 
in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and 
in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the 
fruit of thy ground, in the land which 
the Lorp sware unto thy fathers to 
give thee. 12 The Lorp shall open 
unto thee his good treasure, the hea- 
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ven to give the ram unto thy iand in 
his season, and to bless all the work 
of thie hand: and thou shalt lend 
unto many nations, and thou shalt 
not borrow. 13 And the Lorp shall 
make thee the head, and not the tail; 
and thou shalt be above only, and thou 
shalt not be beneath; if that thou 
hearken unto the commandments of 
the Lor» thy God, which I command 
thee this day, to observe and to do 
them: 14 And thou shalt not go aside 
from any of the words which I com- 
mand thee this day, do the right hand, 
or to the left, to go after other gods 
to serve them. 


The blessings are here put before the 
curses, to intimate, 1. That God is slow to 
anger, but swift to show mercy: he has said 
it, and sworn, that he would much rather we 
would obey and live than sin and die. Itis 
his delight to bless. 2. That though both 
the promises and the threatenings are de- 
signed to bring and hold us to our duty, yet 
it is better that we be allured to that which is 
good by a filial hope of God’s favour than 
that we be frightened to it by a servile fear 
of his wrath. That obedience pleases best 
which comes from a principle of delight in 
God’s goodness. Now, 

I. We have here the conditions upon which 
the blessing is promised. 1. It is upon con- 
dition that they diligently hearken to the voice 
of God (v. 1, 2), that they hear God speaking 
to them by his word, and use their utmost 
endeavours to acquaint themselves with his 
will, v. 13. 2. Upon condition that they ob- 
serve and do all his commandments (and in 
order to obedience there is need of observa- 
tion) and that they keep the commandments of 
God (v. 9) and walk in his ways. Not only 
do them for once, but keep them for ever ; 
not only set out in his ways, but walk in 
them to the end. 3. Upon condition that 
they should not go aside either to the right 
hand or to the left, either to superstition on 
the one hand or profaneness on the other; 
and particularly that they should not go after 
other gods (v. 14), which was the sin that of 
all others they were most prone to, and God 
would be most displeased with. Let them 
take care to keep up religion, both the form 
and power of it, in their families and nation, 
and God would not fail to bless them. 

If. The particulars of this blessing. 

1. It is promised that the providence of 
God should prosper them in ail their outward 
concerns. These blessings are said to overtake 
them, v. 2. Good people sometimes, under 
the sense of their unworthiness, are ready to fly 
from the blessing and to conclude that it be- 
longs not to them; but the blessing shall find 
them out and follow them notwithstanding. 
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Thus inthe great day the blessing will overtake 
the righteous that say, Lord, when saw we thee 
hungry and fed thee? Matt. xxv. 37. Observe, 

(1.) Several things are enumerated in which 
God by lus providence would bless them :— 
[1.] They should be safe and easy; a bless- 
ing should rest upon their persons wherever 
they were, in the city or in the field, v. 3. 
Whether their habitation was in town or 
country, whether they were husbandmen or 
tradesmen, whether their business called them 
into the city or into the field, they should be 
preserved from the dangers and have the 
comforts of their condition. This blessing 
should attend them in their journeys, going 
out and coming in, v. 6. Their persons 
should be protected, and the affair they went 
about should succeed well. Observe here, 
What a necessary and constant dependence 
we have upon God both for the continuance 
and comfort of this life. We need him at 
every turn, in all the various movements of 
life ; we cannot be safe if he withdraw his pro- 
tection, nor easy if he suspend his favour; 
but, if he bless us, go where we will it is well 
with us. [2.] Their families should be built 
up in a numerous issue: blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body (v. 4), and in that the Lord 
shall make thee plenteous (v. 11), in pursuance 
of the promise made to Abraham, that his 
seed should be as the stars of heaven for mul- 
titude, and that God would be a God to them, 
than which a greater blessing, and more com- 
prehensive, could not be entailed upon the 
fruit of their body. See Isa. 1xi. 9. [3.] They 
should be rich, and have an abundance of all 
the good things of this life, which are pro- 
mised them, not merely that they might have 
the pleasure of enjoying them, but (as bishop 
Patrick observes out of one of the Jewish 
writers) that they might have wherewithal to 
honour God, and might be helped and encouw- 
raged to serve him cheerfully and to proceed 
and persevere in their obedience to him. A 
blessing is promised, First, On all they had 
without doors, corn and cattle in the field (v. 
4, 11), their cows and sheep particularly, 
which should be blessed for the owners’ 
sakes, and made blessings to them. In order 
to this, it is promised that God would give 
them rain in due season, which is called his 
good treasure (v. 12), because with this river 
of God the earth is enriched, Ps. lxv. 9. Our 
constant supplies we must see coming from 
God’s good treasure, and own our obligations 
to him for them ; if he withhold his rain, the 
fruits both of the ground and of the cattle 
soon perish. Secondly, On all they had within 
doors, the basket and the store (v. 5), the 
store-houses or barns, v. 8. When it is 
brought home, God will bless it, and not blow 
upon it as sometimes he does, Hag. i. 6, 9. 
We depend upon God and his blessing, not 
only for our yearly corn out of the field, but 
for our daily bread out of our basket and 
store, and therefore are taught to pray for it 
every day. (4.] They should have success in 
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all their employments, which would be a con- 
stant satisfaction to them: “ The Lord shall 
command the blessing (and it is he only that 
can command it) upon thee, not only in 
all thou hast, bnt in alt thou doest, all that 
thou setiest thy hand to,” v. 8. This inti- 
mated that even when they were rich they 
must not be idle, but must find some good 
employment or other to set their hand to, and 
God would own their industry, and bless 
the work of their hand (v. 12); for that which 
makes rich, and keeps so, is the blessing of the 
Lord upon the hand of the diligent, Prov. x. 
4,22. [5.] They should have honour among 
their neighbours (w. 1): The Lord thy God 
will set thee on high above all nations. Ile 
made them so, by taking them into covenant 
with himself, ch. xxvi. 19. And he would 
make them more and more so by their out- 
ward prosperity, if they would not by sin dis- 
parage themselves. Two things should help 
to make them great among the nations :— 
First, Their wealth (v. 12): “‘ Thou shalt lend 
to many nations upon interest ” (which they 
were allowed to take from the neighbouring 
nations), but thou shalt not have occasion to 
borrow.” This would give them great influ- 
ence with all about them; for the borrower 
is servant to the lender. It may be meant of 
trade and commerce, that they should export 
abundantly more than they should import, 
which would keep the balance on their side. 
Secondly, Their power (v. 13): “ The Lord 
shall make thee the head, to give law to all 
about thee, to exact tribute, and to arbitrate 
all controversies.” Every sheaf should bow 
to theirs, which would make them so con- 
siderabie that all the people of the earth 
would be afraid of them (v. 10), that is, 
would reverence their true grandeur, and 
dread making them their enemies. The 
flourishing of religion among them, and the 
blessing of God upon them, would make them 
formidable to all their neighbours, terrible as 
an army with banners. [6.] They should be 
victorious over their enemies, and prosper in 
all their wars. If any were so daring as to 
rise up against them to oppress them, or en- 
croach upon them, it should be at their peril, 
they should certainly fall before them, v. 7. 
The forces of the enemy, though entirely 
drawn up to come against them one way, 
should be entirely routed, and flee before them 
seven ways, each making the best of his way. 

(2.) From the whole we learn (though it 
were well if men would believe it) that rel- 
gion and piety are the best friends to outward 
prosperity. Though temporal blessings do 
not take up so much room in the promises 
of the New Testament as they do in those of 
the Old, yet it is enough that our Lord Jesus 
has given us his word (and surely we may 
take his word) that if we seek first the king- 
dom of God, and the righteousness thereof, all 
other things shall be added to us, as far as 
Infinite Wisdom sees good; and who can de- 
sire them further? Matt. vi. 33. 
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2. It is likewise promised that the grace of 
God should establish them a holy people, v. 9. 
Having taken them into covenant with him- 
self, he would keep them in covenant ; and, 
provided they used the means of stedfastness, 
he would give them the grace of steadfast- 
ness, that they should not depart from him. 
Note, Those that are sincere in holiness God 
will establish in holiness ; and he is of power 
to do it, Rom. xvi. 25. He that is holy shall 
be holy still; and those whom Ged esta- 
blishes ın holiness he thereby establishes a 
people to himself, for as long as we keep close 
to God he will never forsake us. This es- 
tablishment of their religion would be the 
establishment of their reputation (v. 10): All 
the people of the earth shall see, and own, that 
thou art called by the name of the Lord, that 
is, “that thou art a most excellent and glo- 
rious people, under the particular care and 
countenance of the great God. They shall 
be made to know that a people called by the 
name of Jehovah are without doubt the hap- 
piest people under the sun, even their enemies 
themselves being judges.” ‘The favourites 
of Heaven are truly great, and, first or last, 
it will be made to appear that they are so, if 
not in this world, yet at that day when those 
who confess Christ now shall be confessed by 
him before men and angels, as those whom 
he delights to honour. 


15 But it shall come to pass, if 
thou wilt not hearken unto the voice 
of the Lorp thy God, to observe to 
do all his commandments and his 
statutes which I command thee this 
day; that all these curses shall come 
upon thee, and overtake thee: 16 
Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and 
cursed shalt thou be in the field. 17 
Cursed shall be thy basket and thy 
store. 18 Cursed shall be the fruit 
of thy body, and the fruit of thy land, 
the increase of thy kine, and the flocks 
of thy sheep. 19 Cursed shalé thou 
be when thou comest in, and cursed 
shalt thou be when thou goest out. 
20 The Lorn shall send upon thee 
cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all 
that thou settest thine hand unto for 
to do, until thou be destroyed, and 
until thou perish quickly ; because of 
the wickedness of thy doings, whereby 
thou hast forsaken me. 21 The Lorp 
shall make the pestilence cleave unto 
thee, until he have consumed thee 
from off the land, whither thou goest 
to possess it. 22 The Lorp shall 
smite thee with a consumption, and 
with a fever, and with an inflamma- 
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tion, and with an extreme burning, 
and with the sword, and with blasting, 
and with mildew; and they shall pur- 
sue thee until thou perish. 23 And 
thy heaven that zs over thy head shall 
be brass, and the earth that is under 
thee shall be iron. 24 The Lorp 
shall make the rain of thy land pow- 
der and dust: from heaven shall it 
come down upon thee, until thou be 
destroyed. 25 The Lorp shall cause 
thee to be smitten before thine ene- 
mies: thou shalt go out one way 
against them, and flee seven ways 
before them: and shalt be removed 
into all the kingdoms of the earth. 
26 And thy carcase shall be meat 
unto all fowls of the air, and unto 
the beasts of the earth, and no man 
shall fray them away. 27 The Lorp 
will smite thee with the botch of 
Egypt, and with the emerods, and 
with the scab, and with the itch, 
whereof thou canst not be healed. 
28 The Lorp shall smite thee with 
madness, and blindness, and astonish- 
ment of heart: 29 And thou shalt 
grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth 
in darkness, and thou shalt not pros- 
per in thy ways: and thou shalt be 
only oppressed and spoiled evermore, 
and no man shall save thee. 30 Thou 
shalt betroth a wife, and another man 
shall he with her: thou shalt build a 
house, and thou shalt not dwell there- 
in: thou shalt plant a vineyard, and 
shalt not gather the grapes thereof. 
31 Thine ox shall be slain before thine 
eyes, and thou shalt not eat thereof: 
thine ass shall be violently taken away 
from before thy face, and shall not be 
restored to thee: thy sheep shall be 
given unto thine enemies, and thou 
shalt have none to rescue them. 32 
Thy sons and thy daughters shall be 
given unto another people, and thine 
eyes shall look, and fail with longing 
for them all the day long; and there 
shall be no might in thine hand. 33 
The fruit of thy land, and all thy 
labours, shall a nation which thou 
knowest not eat up; and thou shalt 
be only oppressed and crushed alway : 
34 So that thou shalt be mad for the 
sight of thine eyes which thou shalt 
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see. 35 The Loxp shall smite thee 
in the knees, and in the legs, with a 
sore botch that cannot be healed, 
from the sole of thy foot unto the 
top of thy head. 36 The Lorp shall 
bring thee, and thy king which thou 
shalt set over thee, unto a nation 
which neither thou nor thy fathers 
have known; and there shalt thou 
serve other gods, wood and stone. 
37 And thou shalt become an asto- 
nishment, a proverb, and a byword, 
among all nations whither the Lorp 
shall lead thee. 38 Thou shalt carry 
much seed out into the field, and shalt 
gather but little in; for the locust 
shall consume it. 39 Thou shalt 
plant vineyards, and dress them, but 
shalt neither drink of the wine, nor 
gather the grapes; for the worms 
shall eat them. 40 Thou shalt have 
olive trees throughout all thy coasts, 
but thou shalt not anoint thyself with 
the oil; for thine olive shall cast his 
fruit. 41 Thou shalt beget sons and 
daughters, but thou shalt not enjoy 
them; for they shall go into captivity. 
42 All thy trees and fruit of thy land 
shall the locust consume. 43 The 
stranger that is within thee shall get 
up above thee very high; and thou 
shalt come down very low. 44 He 
shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not 
lend to him : he shall be the head, and 
thou shalt be the tail. 


Having viewed the bright side of the cloud, 
which is towards the obedient, we have 
now presented to us the dark side, which is 
towards the disobedient. If we do not keep 
God’s commandments, we not only come 
short of the blessing promised, but we lay 
ourselves under the curse, which is as com- 
prehensive of all misery as the blessing is of 
all happiness. Observe, 

I. The equity of this curse. It is not a 
curse causeless, nor for some light cause; 
God seeks not oceasion against us, nor is he 
apt to quarrel with us. ‘That which is here 
mentioned as bringing the curse is, 1. De- 
spising God, refusing to hearken to his voice 
(v. 15), which bespeaks the highest contempt 
imaginable, as if what he said were not worth 
the heeding, or we were not under any obli- 
gation to him. 2. Disobeying him, not doing 
his commandments, or not observing to do 
them. None fall under his curse but those 
that rebel against his command. 3. Desert- 
ing him. “It is because of the wickedness of 
thy doings, not only whereby thou hast 
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slighted me, but whereby thou hast forsaken 
me,” v.20. God never casts us off till we 
first cast him off. It intimates that their 
idolatry, by which they forsook the true God 
for false gods, would be their destroying sin 
more than any other. 

II. The extent and efficacy of this curse. 

1. In general, it is declared, “ All these 
curses shull come upon thee from above, and 
shall overtake thee; though thou endeavour 
to escape them, it is to no purpose to attempt 
it, they shall follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest, and seize thee, overtake thee, and 
overcome thee,” v.15. It is said of the sin- 
ner, when God’s wrath is in pursuit of him, 
that he would fuin flee out of his hand (Job 
xxvii. 22), but he cannot; if he flee from the 
iron weapon, yet the bow of steel shall reach 
him and strike him through. There is no 
running from God but by running to him, 
no fleeing from his justice but by fleeing to 
his mercy. See Ps.xxi.7,8. (1.) Wherever 
the sinner goes, the curse of God follows 
him; wherever he is, it rests upon him. He 
is cursed in the city and in the field, v. 16. 
The strength of the city cannot shelter him 
from it, the pleasant air of the country is no 
fence against these pestilential steams. He 
is cursed (v. 19) when he comes in, for the 
curse is upon the house of the wicked (Prov. 
ili. 33), and he is cursed when he goes out, 
for he cannot leave that curse behind him, 
nor get rid of it, which has entered into his 
bowels hike water and like oil into his bones. 
(2.) Whatever he has is under a curse: 
Cursed is the ground for his sake, and all 
that is on it, or comes out of it, and so he 
is cursed from the ground, as Cain, Gen. iv- 
11. The basket and store are cursed, v. 17, 
18. All his enjoyments being forfeited by 
him are in a manner forbidden to him, as 
cursed things, which he has no title to. To 
those whose mind and conscience are defiled 
every thing else is so, Tit. i. 15. They are 
all embittered to him; he cannot take any 
true comfort in them, for the wrath of God 
mixes itself with them, and he is so far from 
having any security of the continuance of 
them that, if his eyes be open, he may see 
them all condemned and ready to be con- 
fiscated, and with them all his joys and all 
his hopes gone for ever. (3.) Whatever he 
does is under acurse too. It is a curse in 
all that he sets his hand to (v. 20), a con- 
stant disappointment, which those are subject 
to that set their hearts upon the world, and 
expect their happiness in it, and which can- 
not but be a constant vexation. This curse 
is just the reverse of the blessing in the 
former part of the chapter. Thus whatever 
bliss there is in heaven there is not only the 
want of it, but the contrary to it, in hell. 
Isa. Ixv. 13, My servants shall eat, but you 
shall be hungry. 

2. Many particular judgments are here 
enumerated, which would be the fruits of 
the curse, and with which God would punish 
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the people of the Jews for tneir apostasy and 
disobedience. These judgments threatened 
are of divers kinds, for God has many arrows 
in his quiver, four sore jadgmeuts (Ezek. xiv. 
21), and many more. They are represented 
as very terrible, and the descriptions of them 
are exceedingly lively and affecting, that men, 
knowing these terrors of the Lord, might, if 
possible, be persuaded. ‘The threatenings 
of the same judgment are several times 
repeated, that they might make the more 
deep and lasting impressions, and to intimate 
that, if men persisted in their disobedience, 
the judgment which they thought was over, 
and of which they said, “Surely the bitter- 
ness of it is past,” would return with double 
force; for when God judges he will overcome. 
(1.) Bodily diseases are here threatened, that 
they should be epidemical in their land. 
These God sometimes makes use of for the 
chastisement and improvement of his own 
people. Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest 
zs sick. But here they are threatened to be 
brought upon his enemies as tokens of his 
wrath, and designed for their ruin. So that 
according to the temper of our spirits, under 
sickness, accordingly it is to us a blessing or 
acurse. But, whatever sickness may be to 
particular persons, it is certain that epidemi- 
cal diseases raging among a people are na- 
tional judgments, and are so to be accounted. 
He here threatens, [1.] Painful diseases (v. 
35), a sore botch, beginning in the legs and 
knees, but spreading, like Job’s boils, from 
head to foot. [2.] Shameful diseases (v. 27), 
the botch of Egypt (such boils and blains as 
the Egyptians had been plagued with, when 
God brought Israel from among them), and 
the emerods and scab, vile diseases, the just 
punishment of those who by sin had made 
themselves vile. [3.] Mortal diseases, the 
pestilence (v. 21), the consumption (put for all 
chronical diseases), and the fever (for all 
acute diseases), v. 22. See Lev. xxvi. 16. 
And all incurable, v. 27. (2.) Famine, and 
scarcity of provisions; and this, [1.] For 
want of rain (v. 23, 24): Thy heaven over thy 
head, that part that is over thy land, shall be 
as dry as brass, while the heavens over other 
countries shall distil their dews; and, when 
the heaven is as brass, the earth of course 
will be as iron, so hard and unfruitful. In- 
stead of rain, the dust shall be blown out of 
the highways into the field, and spoil the 
little that there is of the fruits of the earth. 
[2.] By destroying insects. The locust 
should destroy the corn, so that they should 
not have so much as their seed again, v. 
38, 42. And the fruit of the vine, which 
should make glad their hearts, should all be 
worm-eaten, v.39. And the olive, some way 
or other, should be made to cast its fruit, v. 
40. ‘The heathen use many superstitious 
customs in honour of their idol-gods for pre- 
serving the fruits of the earth; but Moses 
tells Israel that the only way they had to 
preserve them was to keep God’s command- 
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ments ; for he 1s a God that will not be 
sported with, like their idols, but will be served 
in spirit and truth. ‘This threatening we 
find fulfilled in Israel, 1 Kings xvii. 1; Jer. 
xiv. 1, &c.; Joeli.4. (3.) That they should 
be smitten before their enemies in war, who, 
it is likely, would be the more cruel to them, 
when they had them at their mercy, for the 
severity they had used against the nations of 
Canaan, which their neighbours in after-ages 
would be apt to remember against them, v. 25. 
It would make their flight the more shame- 
ful, and the more grievous, that they might 
have triumphed over their enemies if they 
had but been faithful to their God. ‘The car- 
cases of those that were slain in war, or died 
in captivity among strangers, should be meat 
for the fowls (w. 26); and an Israelite, having 
forfeited the favour of his God, should have 
so little humanity shown him as that wo man 
should drive them away, so odious would 
God’s curse make him to all mankind. (4.) 
That they should be infatuated in all their 
counsels, so as not to discern their own in- 
terest, nor bring any thing to pass for the 
public good: The Lord shall smite thee with 
madness and blindness, v. 28, 29. Note, 
God’s judgments can reach the minds of 
men, to fill them with darkness and horror, as 
well as their bodies and estates; and those are 
the sorest of all judgments which make men 
a terror to themselves, and their own de- 
stroyers. ‘That which they contrived to secure 
themselves by should still turn to their pre- 
judice. Thus we often find that the allies 
they confided in distressed them and strength- 
ened them not, 2 Chron. xxviii. 20. Those 
that will not walk in God’s counsels are 
justly left to be ruined by their own; and 
those that are wilfully blind to their duty 
deserve to be made blind to their interest, 
and, seeing they loved darkness rather than 
light, let them grope at noon-day as in the 
dark. (5.) That they should be plundered of 
all their enjoyments, stripped of all by the 
proud and imperious conqueror, such as Ben- 
hadad was to Ahab, 1 Kings xx. 5, 6. Not 
only their houses and vineyards should be 
taken from them, but their wives and child- 
ren, v. 30,32. ‘Their dearest comforts, which 
they took most pleasure in, and promised 
themselves most from, should be the enter- 
tainment and triumph of their enemies. As 
they had dwelt in houses which they built 
not, and eaten of vineyards which they 
planted not (ch. vi. 10, 11), so others should 
do by them. ‘Their oxen, asses, and sheep, 
hike Job’s, should be taken away before their 
eyes, and they should not be able to recover 
them, v. 31. And all the fruit of their land 
and labours should be devoured and eaten up 
by the enemy ; so that they and theirs would 
want necessaries, while their enemies were 
revelling with that which they had laboured 
for. (6.) That they should be carried cap- 
tives into a far country; nay, into all the 
kingdoms of the earth, v.25. ‘Their sons and 
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daughters, whom they promised themselves 
comfort in, should go into captivity (w. 41), 
and they themselves at length, and their 
king in whom they promised themselves 
safety and settlement, v. 36. ‘This was fully 
accomplished when the ten tribes first were 
carried captive into Assyria (2 Kings xvii. 6), 
and not long after the two tribes into Baby- 
lon, and two of their kings, 2 Kings xxiv. 
14,15; xxv. 7,21. That which is mentioned 
as an aggravation of their captivity is that 
they should go into an unknown country, 
the language and customs of which would be 
very uncouth, and their treatment among 
them barbarous, and there they should serve 
other gods, that is, be compelled to do so by 
their enemies, as they were in Babylon, Dan. 
iii. 6 Note, God often makes men’s sin 
their punishment, and chooses their delusions. 
You shall serve other gods, that is, “ You 
shall serve those that do serve them ;” a na- 
tion is often in scripture called by the name 
of its gods, as Jer. xlviii. 7. They had made 
idolaters their associates, and now Go 
made idolaters their oppressors. (7.) ‘That 
those who remained should be insulted and 
tyrannized over by strangers, v. 43, 44. So 
the ten tribes were by the colonies which the 
king of Assyria sent to take possession of 
their land, 2 Kings xvii. 24. Or this may be 
meant of the gradual encroachments which 
the strangers within their gates should make 
upon them, so as insensibly to worm them 
out of their estates. We read of the fulfilling 
of this, Hos. vii. 9, Strangers have devoured 
his strength. Foreigners ate the bread out of 
the mouths of trueborn Israelites, by which 
they were justly chastised for introducing 
strange gods. (8.) That their reputation 
among their neighbours should be quite sunk, 
and those that had been a name, and a praise, 
should be an astonishment, a proverb, and a 
by-word, v. 37. Some have observed the 
fulfilling of this threatening in their present 
state ; for, when we would express the most 
perfidious and barbarous treatment, we say, 
None but a Jew would have done so. Thus is 
sin a reproach to any people. (9.) To com- 
plete their misery, it is threatened that they 
should be put quite out of the possession of 
their minds by all these troubles (v. 34): 
Thou shalt be mad for the sight of thy eyes, 
that is, quite bereaved of all comfort and 
hope, and abandoned to utter despair. Those 
that walk by sight, and not by faith, are in 
danger of losing reason itself, when every 
thing about them looks frightful; and their 
condition is woeful indeed that are mad for 
the sight of their eyes. 

45 Moreover all these curses shall 
come upon thee, and shall pursue 
thee, and overtake thee, till thou be 
destroyed; because thou harkenedst 


not unto the voice of the Lorp thy 
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thee: 46 And they shall be upon thee 
for a sign and for a wonder, and upon 
thy seed for ever. 47 Beeause thou 
servedst not the Lorp thy God with 
joyfulness, and with gladness of heart, 
for the abundanee of all things; 48 
Therefore shalt thou serve thine ene- 
mies which the Lorp shall send 
against thee, in hunger, and in thirst. 
and in nakedness, and in want of all 
things: and he shall put a yoke of 
iron upon thy neek, until he have de- 
stroyed thee. 49 The Lorp shall 
| bring a nation against thee from far, 
from the end of the earth, as swift as 
the eagle flieth; a nation whose 
tongue thou shalt not understand ; 50 
A nation of fieree countenance, which 
shall not regard the person of the old, 
[nor show favour to the young: 51 
And he shall eat the fruit of thy cat- 
tle, and the fruit of thy land, until 
thou be destroyed: which a/so shall 
not leave thee either corn, wine, or 
oil, or the increase of thy kine, or 
floeks of thy sheep, until he have de- 
stroyed thee. 52 And he shall be- 
siege thee in all thy gates, until thy 
high and fenced walls eome down, 
wherein thou trustedst, throughout 
all thy land: and he shall besiege thee 
in all thy gates throughout all thy 
land, which the Lorp thy God hath 
given thee. 53 And thou shalt eat 
the fruit of thine own body, the flesh 
of thy sons and of thy daughters, 
which the Lorp thy God hath given 
thee, in the siege, and in the strait- 
| Hees wherewith thine enemies shall 
distress thee: 54 So ihat the man 
that is tender among you, and very 
delicate, his eye shall be evil toward 
his brother, and toward the wife of 
his bosom, and toward the remnant 
of his children whieh he shall leave: 
55 So that he will not give to any of 
them of the flesh of his ehildren whom 
he shall eat: because he hath nothing 
left him in the siege, and in the strait- 
ness, wherewith thine enemies shall 
distress thee in all thy gates. 56 The 
tender and delicate woman among 
you, whieh would not adventure to 


God, to keep his commandments and|set the sole of her foot upon the 
his statutes which he eommanded | ground for delicateness and tender- 
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ness, her eye shall be evil toward the 
husband of her bosom, and toward 
her son, and toward her daughter, 57 
And toward heryoung one that cometh 
out from between her feet, and to- 
ward her children which she shall 
bear: for she shall eat them for want 
of all things secretly in the siege and 
straitness, wherewith thine enemy 
shall distress thee in thy gates. 581f 
thou wilt not observe to do all the 
words of this law that are written in 
this book, that thou mayest fear this 
glorious and fearful name, THE 
LORD THY GOD; 59 Then the 
Lorp will make thy plagues wonder- 
ful, and the plagues of thy seed, even 
great plagues, and of long continuance, 
and sore sicknesses, and of long con- 
tinuance. 60 Moreover he will bring 
upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, 
which thou wast afraid of; and they 
shall cleave unto thee. 61 Also every 
sickness, and every plague, which is 
not written in the book of this law, 
them will the Lorp bring upon thee, 
until thou be destroyed. 62 And ye 
shall be left few in number, whereas 
ye were as the stars of heaven for 
multitude; because thou wouldest not 
obey the voice of the Lor» thy God. 
63 And it shall come to pass, that as 
the Lorp rejoiced over you to do you 
good, and to multiply you; so the 
Lorp will rejoice over you to destroy 
you, and to bring you to nought; and 
ye shall be plucked from off the land 
whither thou goest to possess it. 64 
And the Lorp shall scatter thee 
among all people, from the one end of 
the earth even unto the other; and 
there thou shalt serve other gods, 
which neither thou nor thy fathers 
have known, even wood and stone. 
65 And among these nations shalt 
thou find no ease, neither shall the 
sole of thy foot have rest: but the 
Lorp shall give thee there a trem- 
bling heart, and failing of eyes, and 
sorrow of mind: 66 And thy life shall 
hang in doubt before thee; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt 
have none assurance of thy life: 67 
In the morning thou shalt say, Would 
God it were even! and at even thou 
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shalt say, Would God it were morn- 
ing! for the tear of thine heart where- 
with thou shalt fear, and for the sight 
of thine eyes which thou shalt see. 
68 And the Lorp shall bring thee 
into Egypt again with ships, by the 
way whereof I spake unto thee, Thou 
shalt see it no more again: and there 
ye shall be sold unto your enemies 
for bondmen and bondwomen, and 
no man shall buy you 


Threatenings, 


One would have thought that enough had 
been said to possess them with a dread of 
that wrath of God which is revealed from 
heaven against theungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men. But to show how deep the 
treasures of that wrath are, and that still there 
is more and worse behind, Moses, when one 
would have thought that he had concluded 
this dismal subject, begins again, and adds 
to this roll of curses many similar words; as 
Jeremiah did to his, Jer. xxxvi. 32. It 
should seem that in the former part of this 
commination Moses fortels their captivity ın 
Babylon, and the calamities which introduced 
and attended that, by which, even after their 
return, they were brought to that low and 
poor condition which is described, v. 44. 
‘That their enemies should be the head, and 
they the tail: but here, in this latter part, 
he foretels their Jast destruction by the 
Romans and their dispersion thereupon. 
And the present deplorable state of the 
Jewish nation, and of all that nave incor- 
porated themselves with them, by embracing 
their religion, does so fully and exaetly 
answer to the prediction in these verses that 
it serves for an incontestable proof of the 
truth of prophecy, and consequently of the 
divine authority of the scripture. And, this 
last destruction being here represented as 
more dreadful than the former, it shows that 
their sin, in rejecting Christ and his gospel, 
was more heinous and more provoking to God 
than idolatry itself, and left them more 
under the power of Satan ; for their captivity 
in Babylon cured them effectually of their 
idolatry in seventy years’ time; but under 
this last destruction now for above 1600 
years they continue incurably averse to the 
Lord Jesus. Observe, 

I. What 1s here said in general of the 
wrath of God, which should light and he 
upon them for their sins. l 

1. That, if they would not be ruled by the 
commands of God, they should certainly be 
ruined by his curse, v.45, 46. Because thou 
didst not keep his commandments (especially 
that of hearing and obeying the great prophet}, 
these curses shall come upon thee, as upon a 
peopie appointed to destruction, the genera- 
tion of God’s wrath: and they shall be for a 
sign and for a wonder. lt is amazing to 
think that a people so long the favourites of 
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Heaven shofild be so perfectly abandoned | tion of Jerusalem and the Jewish nation. 
and cast off, that a people so closely in- | Observe, 


corporated should beso universally dispersed, 
and yet that a people so scattered in all 
nations should preserve themselves distinct 
and not mix with any, but like Cain be 
fugitives and vagabonds, and yet marked to 
be known. 

2. That, if they would not serve God with 
cheerfulness, they should be compelled to 
serve their enemies (v. 47, 48), that they 
might know the difference (2 Chron. xii. 8), 
which, some think, is the meaning of Ezek. 
xx. 24,25, Because they despised my statutes, 
I gave them siatutes that were not good. 
Observe here, (1.) It is justly expected from 
those to whom God gives an abundance of 
the good things of this life that they should 
serve him. What does he maintain us for 
but that we may do his work, and be some 
way serviceable to his honour? (2.) The 
more God gives us the more cheerfully we 
should serve him ; our abundance shonld be 
oil to the wheels of our obedience. Godisa 
Master that will be served with gladness, 
and delights to hear us sing at our work. 
(3.) If, when we receive the gifts of God’s 
bounty, we either do not serve him at all or 
serve him with reluctance, it is a righteous 
thing with him to make us know the 
hardships of want and servitude. ‘Those 
deserve to have cause given them to com- 
plain who complain without a cause. Tristis 
es et felic—Happy, and yet not easy! Blush 
at thy own folly and ingratitude. 

3. That, if they would not give glory to 
God by a reverential obedience, he would get 
him honour upon them by wonderful plagues, 
v. 58, 59. Note, (1.) God justly expects 
from us that .we should fear his fearful 
name; and, which is strange, that name 
which is here proposed as the object of our 
fear is, THe Lorp Tuy Gop, which is very 
fitly here put in our Bibles in capital letters; 
for nothing can sound more truly august. 
As nothing is more comfortable, so nothing 
more awfal, than this, that he with whom we 
have to do is Jehovah, a being infinitely 
perfect and blessed, and the author of all 
being; and that he 1s our God, our rightful 
Lord and owner, from whom we are to 
receive laws and to whom we are to give 
account: this is great, and greatly to be 
feared. (2.) We may justly expect from 
God that, if we do not fear his fearful name, 
we shall feel his fearful plagues; for one 
way or other God will be feared. All God’s 
plagues are dreadful, butsome are wonderful, 
carrying in them extraordinary signatures of 
divine power and justice, so that a man, 
upon the first view of them, may say, Verily, 
there is a God that judgeth in the earth. 

II. How the destruction threatened is 
described. Moses is here upon the same 
melancholy subject that our Saviour is 
discoursing of to his disciples in his farewell 
sermon (Matt. xxiy.), namely, The destruc- 
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1. Five things are here foretold as steps 
to their ruin :— 

(1.) That they should be invaded by a 
foreign enemy (w. 49, 50): A nation from 
far, namely, the Romans, as swift as the 
eagle hastening to the prey. Our Saviour 
makes use of this similitude, in foretelling 
this destruction, that where the carcase is 
there will the eagles be gathered together, 
Matt. xxiv. 28. And bishop Patrick observes 
(to make the accomplishment the more 
remarkable) that the ensign of the Roman 
armies was an eagle. ‘This nation is said to 
be of a fierce countenance, an indication of a 
fierce nature, stern and severe, that would 
not pity the weakness and infirmity either of 
little children or of old people. 

(2.) That the country should be laid waste, 
and all the fruits of it eaten up by this army 
of foreigners, which is the natural conse- 
quence of an invasion, especially when it is 
made, as that by the Romans was, for the 
chastisement of rebels: He shall eat the 
Sruits of thy cattle and land Ww. 51), so that 
the inhabitants should be starved, while the 
invaders were fed to the full. 

(3.) That their cities should be besieged, 
and that such would be the obstinacy of the 
besieged, and such the vigour of the be- 
siegers, that they would be reduced to the last 
extremity, and at length fall into the hands 
of the enemy, v. 52. No place, though ever 
so well fortified, no, not Jerusalem itself, 
though it held out long, would escape. Two 
of the common consequences of a long siege 
are here foretold :—[1.] A miserable famine, 
which would prevail to such a degree that, 
for want of food, they should kell and eat 
their own children, v.53. Men should doso, 
notwithstanding their hardiness, and ability 
to bear hunger ; and, though obliged by the 
law of nature to provide for their own families, 
yet should refuse to give to the wife and 
children that were starving any of the child 
that was barbarously butchered, v. 54, 55. 
Nay, women, ladies of quality, notwith- 
standing their natural niceness about their 
food, and their natural affection to their 
children, yet, for want of food, should so far 
forget all humanity as to kill and eat them, 
v. 56, 57. Let us observe, by the way, how 
hard this fate must needs be to the tender 
and delicate women, and learn not to indulge 
ourselves in tenderness and delicacy, because 
we know not what we may be reduced to 
before we die; the more nice we are, the 
harder it will be to us to bear want, and the 
more danger we shall be in of sacrificing 
reason, and religion, and natural affection 
itself, to the clamours and cravings of an 
unmortified and ungoverned appetite. ‘This 
threatening was fulfilled in the letter of it, 
more than once, to the perpetual reproach 
of the Jewish nation: never was the like 
done either by Greek or barbarian, bat in 
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the siege of Samaria, a woman boiled her 
own son, 2 Kings vi. 28, 29 And it is 
spoken of as commonly done among them 
in the siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, 
Lam. iv. 10. And, in the last siege by the 
Romans, Josephus tells us of a noble woman 
that killed and ate her own child, throngh 
the extremity of the famine, and when she 
had eaten one half secretly (v. 57), that she 
might have it to herself, the mob, smelling 
meat, got into the house, to whom she 
showed the other half, which she had kept 
till another time, inviting them to share with 
her. What is too barbarous for those to do 
that are abandoned of God! {[2.] Sickness 
is another common effect of a strait and 
long siege, and that is here threatened: 
Sore sickness, and of long continuance, v. 59. 
These should attend the Jews wherever they 
went afterwards, the diseases of Egypt, 
leprosies, botches, and foul ulcers, v. 60. 
Nay, as if the particular miseries here 
threatened were not enough, he concludes 
with an et cetera, v.61. The Lord will bring 
upon thee every sickness, and every plague, 
though it be not written in the book of this 
law. Those that fall under the curse of God 
will find that the one half was not told them 
of the weight and terror of that curse. 

(4.) That multitudes of them should 
perish, so that they should become few in 
number, v.62. It was a nation that God 
had wonderfully increased, so that they were 
as the stars of heaven for multitude; but, 
for their sin, they were diminished and brought 
low, Ps. cvii. 38, 39. It is computed that in 
the destruction of the Jewish nation by the 
Romans, as appears by the account Josephus 
gives of it, above two millions fell by the 
sword at several places, besides what perished 
by famine and pestilence; so that the whole 
country was laid waste and turned into a 
wilderness. ‘That is a terrible word (v. 63), 
As the Lord rejoiced over you to do you good, 
so he will rejoice over you to destroy you. 
Behold here the goodness and severity of God : 
mercy here shines brightly in the pleasure 
God takes in doing good—he rejoices in it; 
yet justice here appears no less illustrious in 
the pleasure he takes in destroying the 
impenitent; not as it is the making of his 
creatures miserable, but as it is the asserting 
of hisown honour and the securing ofthe ends 
of his government. See what a malignant 
inischievous thing sin is, which (as I may 
say) makes it necessary for the God of 
infinite goodness to rejoice in the destruction 
of his own creatures, even those that had 
been favourites. 

(5.) That the remnant should be scattered 
throughout the nations. This completes 
their woe: The Lord shall scatter thee among 
all people, v.64. ‘This is remarkably fulfilled 
in their present dispersion, for there are Jews 
to be found almost in all countries that are 
possessed either by Christians or Mahometans, 
and in such numbers that it has been said, 


CHAP. 


XXVIII. 


If they could unite in one common interest, 
they would be a very formidable body, and 
able to deal with the most powerful states 
and princes ; but they abide under the power 
of thìs curse, and are so scattered that they 
are not able to incorporate. It is here 
foretold that in this dispersion, [1.] They 
should have no religion, or none to any 
purpose, should have no temple, nor altar, 
nor priesthood, for they should serve other 
gods. Some think this has been fulfilled in 
the force put upon the Jews in popish 
countries to worship the images that are 
used in the Romish church, to their great 
vexation. [2.] They should have no rest, 
no rest of body: The sole of thy foot shall not 
have rest (v. 65), but be continually upon 
the remove, either in hope of gain or fear of 
persecution ; all wandering Jews: no rest of 
the mind (which is much worse), but a 
trembling heart (v. 65); no assurance of life 
(w. 66); weary both of light and darkness, 
which are, in their turns, botli welcome to a 
quiet mind, but to them both day and night 
would be a terror, v.67. Such was once 
the condition of Job (Job vii. 4), but to them 
this should be constant and perpetual; that 
blindness and darkness which the apostle 
speaks of as having happened to Israel, and 
that guilt which bowed down their back always 
(Rom. xi. 8—10), must needs occasion a 
constant restlessness and amazement. ‘Those 
are a torment to themselves, and to all about 
them, that fear day and night and are always 
uneasy. Let good people strive against it, 
and not give way to that fear which has 
torment; and let wicked people not be secure 
in their wickedness, for their hearts cannot 
endure, nor can their hands be strong, when 
the terrors of God set themselves in array 
against them. Those that say 7 the morning, 
O that it were evening, and in the evening, O 
that it were morning, show, First, A constant 
fret and vexation, chiding the hours for 
lingering and complaining of the length of 
every minute. Let time be precious to us 
when we are in prosperity, and then it will 
not be so tedious to us when we are in 
afflictions as otherwise it would. Secondly, 
A constant fright and terror, afraid in the 
morning of the arrow that flieth by day, and 
therefore wishing the day over; but what 
will this do for them? When evening comes, 
the trembling heart is no less apprehensive 
of the terror by night, Ps. 91.5, 6. Happy 
they whose minds, being stayed on God, are 
quiet from the fear of evil! Observe here, 
The terror arises not only from the sight of 
the eyes, but from the fear of the heart, not 
only from real dangers, but from imaginary 
ones ; the causes of fear, when they come to 
be enquired into, often prove to be only the 
creatures of the fancy. 

2. In the close, God threatens to leave 
them as he found them, in a house of bondage 
(v.68): The Lord shall bring thee into Egypt 
again, that is into such a miserable state ag 
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they were in when they were slaves to the 
Egyptians, and ruled by them with rigour. 
God had brought them out of Egypt, and 
had said, They shall see it no more again (ch. 
x7u. 16); but now they should be reduced 
to the same state of slavery that they had 
been in there. ‘To be sold to strangers 
would be bad enough, but much worse to be 
sold to their enemies. Even slaves may be 
valued as such, but a Jew should have so ill 
a name for all that is base that when he was 
exposed to sale no man would buy him, 
which would make his master that had him 
to sell the more severe with him. Thirty 
Jews (they say) have been sold for one small 
piece of money, as they sold our Saviour for 
thirty pieces. 

3. Upon the whole matter, (1.) The ac- 
complishment of these predictions upon the 
Jewish nation shows that Moses spoke by 
the Spirit of God, who certainly foresees the 
ruin of sinners, and gives them warning of 
it, that they may prevent it by a true and 
timely repentance, or else be left inexcusable. 
(2.) Let us all hence learn to stand in awe 
und not to sin. I have heard of a wicked 
man, who, upon reading the threatenings of 
this chapter, was so enraged that he tore the 
leaf out of the Bible, as Jehoiakim cut Jere- 
miah’s roll; but to what purpose is it to de- 
face a copy, while the original remains upon 
record in the divine counsels, by which it is 
unalterably determined that the wages of sin 
is death, whether men will hear or whether 
they will forbear ? 
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The first words of this chapter are the contents of it, “ These are 
the words of the covenant” (ver. 1), that 1s, these that follow. 
Here is, I. A recital of God’s dealings with them _ in order to the 
bringing of them into this covenant, ver. 2—9. 11. A solemn 
charge to them to keep the covenant, ver. Y. IIl. An abstract of 
the covenant itself, ver. 12, 13. IV. A specification of the per- 
sobs taken into the covenant, ver. 10, 11, 14,15. V. Au intimation 
of the great design of this covenant against idolatry, in a paren- 
thesis, ver. 16, 17. Vl. A most solemn and dreadful denunciation 
of the wrath of God against such persous as promise themselves 
peace in a sinful way, ver. 13—28. VII. The conclusion of this 
treaty, with a distinction between things secret and things re- 
vealed, ver. 29. 


HESE are the words of the cove- 

nant, which the Lorp com- 
manded Moses to make with the 
children of Israel in the land of Moab, 
beside the covenant which he made 
with them in Horeb. 2 And Moses 
called unto all Israel, and said unto 
them, Ye have seen all that the Lorp 
did before your eyes in the land of 
Egypt unto Pharaoh, and unto all his 
servants, and unto all his land; 3 
The great temptations which thine 
eyes have seen, the signs, and those 
great miraeles: 4 Yet the Lorp hath 
not given youa heart to perceive, and 
eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this 
day. 5 And I have led you forty 


years in the wilderness: vour clothes 
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are not waxen old upor: you, and thy 
shoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 
6 Ye have not eaten bread, neither 
have ye drunk wine or strong drink: 
that ye might know that I am the 
Lorp your God. 7 And when ye 


came unto this place, Sihon the king 


| of Heshbon, and Og the king of Ba- 
shan, came out against us unto battle, 
and we smote them: 8 And we took 
their land, and gave it for an in- 
j heritance unto the Reubenites, and 
to the Gadites, and to the half tribe 
of Manasseh. 9 Keep therefore 
the words of this covenant, and do 
them, that ye may prosper in all that 
re do. 
Now that Moses had largely repeated the 
commands which the people were to observe 
as their part of the covenant, and the pro- 
mises and threatenings which God would 
make good (according as they behaved them- 
selves) as his part of the covenant, the whole 
is here summed up in a federal transaction. 
The covenant formerly made is here renewed, 
and Moses, who was before, is still, the me- 
diator of it (w. 1): The Lord commanded Moses 
to make it. Moses himself, though king in 
Jeshurun, could not make the covenant any 
otherwise than as God gave him instructions. 
It does not lie in the power of ministers to 
fix the terms of the covenant; they are only 
to dispense the seals of it. ‘This is said to be 
besides the covenant made in.Horeb; for, 
though the covenant was the same, yet it was 
a new promulgation and ratification of it. It 
is probable that some now living, though not 
of age to be mustered, were of age to consent 
for themselves to the covenant made at Ho- 
reb, and yet it is here renewed. Note, ‘Those 
that have solemnly covenanted with God 
should take all opportunities to do it again, 
as those that like their choice too well to 
change. Butthe far greater part were a new 
generation, and therefore the covenant must 
be made afresh with them, for it is fit that 
the covenant should be renewed to the child- 
ren of the covenant. 
I. It is usual for indentures to begin with 
a recital; this does so, with a rehearsal of the 
great things God had done for them, 1. As 
an encouragement to them to believe that 
God would indeed be to them a God, for he 
would not have done so much for them if he 
had not designed more, to which all he had 
hitherto done was but a preface (as it were) 
or introduction; nay, he had shown himself 
a God in what he had hitherto done for them, 
which might raise their expectations of some- 
thing great and answering the vast extent 
and compass of that pregnant promise, that 
God would be to them a God. 2. As an en- 
gagement upon them to be to him an obe- 
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dient people, in consideration of what he had 
done for them. 

II. For the proof of what he here advances 
he appeals to their own eyes (v. 2): You have 
seen all that the Lord did. Their own senses 
were incontestable evidence of the matter of 
fact, that God had done great things for 
them; and then their own reason was a no 
less competent judge of the equity of his in- 
ference from it: Keep therefore the words of 
this covenant, v. 9. 

II. These things he specifies, to show the 
power and goodness of Godin his appearances 
forthem. 1. Their deliverance out of Egypt, 
v. 2,3. The amazing signs and miracles by 
which Pharaoh was plagued and compelled 
to dismiss them, and Israel was triea (for they 
are called temptations) whether they would 
trust God to secure them from, and save 
them by, those plagues. 2. Their conduct 
through the wilderness for forty years, v. 5, 6. 
There they were led, and clad, and fed, by 
miracles; though the paths of the wilderness 
were not only unknown but untrodden, yet 
God kept them from being lost there; and 
(as bishop Patrick observes) those very shoes 
which by the appointment of God they put 
on in Egypt, at the passover, when they were 
ready to march (Exod. xii. 11), never wore 
out, but served them to Canaan: and though 
they lived not upon bread which strengthens 
the heart, and wine which rejoices it, but 
upon manna and rock-water, yet they were 
inen of strength and courage, mighty men, 
and able to go forth to war. By these mi- 
racles they were made to know that the Lord 
was God, and by these mercies that he was 
their God. 3. The victory they had lately 
obtained over Sihon and Og, and that good 
land which they had taken possession of, 
v. 7, 8. Both former mercies and fresh 
mercies should be improved by us as induce- 
ments to obedience. 

IV. By way of inference from these memoirs, 

1. Moses laments their stupidity: Yet the 
Lord has not given you a heart to perceive, 
v.4. This does not lay the blame of their 
senselessness, and sottishness, and unbelief, 
upon God, as if they had stood ready to re- 
ceive his grace and had begged for it, but he 
had denied them ;. no, but it fastens the guilt 
upon themselves. ‘The Lord, who is the 
Father of spirits, a God in covenant with you, 
and who had always been so rich in mercy to 
you, no doubt would have crowned all his 
other gifts with this, he would have given 
you a heart to perceive and eyes to see if you 
had not by your own frowardness and per- 
verseness frustrated his kind intentions, and 
received his grace in vain.” Note, (1.) The 
hearing ear, the seeing eye, and the under- 
standing heart, are the gift of God. All that 
have them have them from him. (2) God 
gives not only food and raiment, but wealth 
and large possessions, to many to whom he 
does not give grace. Many enjoy the gifts 
who have not hearts to perceive the giver, 
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nor the true intention and vss of the gifts. 
(3.) God’s readiness to do us good in other 
things is a plain evidence that if we have not 
grace, that best of gifts, itis our own fault 
and not his; he would have gathered us and 
we would not. 

2. Moses charges them to be obedient: 
Keep therefore, and do, v.9. Note, We are 
bound in gratitude and interest, as well as 
duty and faithfulness, to keep the words of 
the covenant. 


10 Ye stand this day all of you 
before the Lorp your God; your 
eaptains of your tribes, your elders, 
and your officers, with all the men of 
Israel, 11 Your little ones, your 
wives, and thy stranger that 2s in thy 
camp, from the hewer of thy wood 
unto the drawer of thy water: 12 
That thou shouldest enter into cove- 
nant with the Lorp thy God, and 
into his oath, which the Lorp thy 
God maketh with thee this day: 13 
That he may establish thee to-day for 
a people unto himself, and that he 
may be unto thee a God, as he hath 
said unto thee, and as he hath sworn 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob. 14 Neither with you 
only do I make this covenant and this 
oath; 15 But with Aim that standeth 
here with us this day before the Lorp 
our God, and also with him that is 
not here with us this day: 16 (For 
ye know how we have dwelt in the 
land of Egypt; and how we caine 
through the nations which ye passed 
by; 17 And ye have seen their abo- 
minations, and their idols, wood and 
stone, silver and gold, which were 
among them:) 18 Lest there should 
be among you man, or woman, or fa- 
mily, or tribe, whose heart turneth 
away this day from the Lorp our 
God, to go and serve the gods of these 
nations; lest there should be among 
you a root that bearcth gall and worm- 
wood; 19 And it come to pass, when 
he heareth the words of this curse, 
that he bless himself in his heart, 
saying, I shall have peace, though I 
walk in the imagination of mine heart, 
to add drunkenness to thirst: 20 The 
Lord wiil not spare him, but then 
the anger of the Lorp and his jea- 
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and all the curses that are written in 
this book shall lie upon him, and the 
Lorp shall blot out his name from 
under heaven. 21 And the Lorp 
shall separate him unto evil out of all 
the tribes of Isracl, according to all 
the curses of the covenant that are 
written in this book of the law: 22 
So that the generation to come of your 
children that shall rise up after you, 
and the stranger that shall come from 
a far land, shall say, when they see 
the plagues of that land, and the sick- 
nesses which the Lorp hath laid upon 
it; 23 And that the whole land 
thereof is brimstone, and salt, and 
burning, that it is not sown, nor bear- 
eth, nor any grass groweth therein, 
like the overthrow of Sodom, and Go- 
morrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which 
the Lorp overthrew in his anger, and 
in his wrath: 24 Even all nations 
shall say, Wherefore hath the Lorp 
done thus unto this land ? what mean- 
eth the heat of this great anger? 25 
Then men shall say, Because they 
have forsaken the covenant of the 
Lorp God of their fathers, which he 
made with them when he brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt: 
26 For they went and served other 
gods, and worshipped them, gods 
whom they knew not, and whom he 
had not given unto them: 27 And 
the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
against this land, to bring upon it all 
the curses that are written in this 
book: 28 And the Lorp rooted 
them out of their land in anger, and 
in wrath, and in great indignation, 
and cast them into another land, as 
it is this day. 29 The secret things 
belong unto the Lorn our God: but 
those things which are revealed belong 
unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the wordsof this law. 


It appears by the length of the sentences 
here, and by the copiousness and pungency 
of the expressions, that Moses, now that he 
was drawing near to the close of his discourse, 
was very warm and zealous, and very desirous 
to impress what he said upon the minds of 
this unthinking people. To bind them the 
faster to God and duty, he here, with great 
solemnity of expression (to make up the want 
of the external ceremony that was used Exod. 
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xxiv. 4, &c.), concludes a bargain (as it were, 
between them and God, an everlasting cove- 
nant, which God would not forget and they 
must not. He requires not their explicit 
consent, but lays the matter plainly before 
them, and then leaves it between God and 
their own consciences. Observe, 

I. The parties to this covenant. 1. It is 
the Lord their God they are to covenant with, 
v.12. To him they must give up themselves, 
to him they must join themselves. ‘ It is 
his oath; he has drawn up the covenant and 
settled it; he requires your consent to it; he 
has sworn to you, and to him you must be 
sworn.” ‘This requires us to be sincere and 
serious, humble and reverent, in our cove 
nant-transactions with God, remembering 
how great a God he is with whom we are 
covenanting, who has a perfect knowledge of 
us and an absolute dominion over us. 2. 
‘They are all to be taken into covenant with 
him. ‘They were all summoned to attend 
w. 2), and did accordingly, and are told (w. 10) 
what was the design of their appearing before 
God now in a body—they were to enter into 
covenant with him. (1.) Even their great 
men, the captains of their tribes, their elders 
and officers, must not think it any disparage- 
ment to their honour, or any diminution of 
their power, to put their necks under the 
yoke of this covenant, and to draw in it. 
They must rather enter into the covenant 
first, to set a good example to their inferiors. 
(2.) Not the men only, but their wives and 
children, must come into this covenant; 
though they were not numbered and mus- 
tered, yet they must be joined to the Lord, 
v.11. Observe, Even little ones are capable 
of being taken into covenant with God, and 
are to be admitted with their parents. Little 
children, so little as to be carried in arms, 
must be brought to Christ, and shall be 
blessed by him, for of such was and is the 
kingdom of God. (3.) Not the men of Israel 
only, but the stranger that was in their camp, 
provided he was so far proselyted to their re- 
ligion as to renounce all false gods, was taken 
into this covenant with the God of Israel, 
forasmuch as he also, though a stranger, was 
to be looked upon in this matter as a son of 
Abraham, Luke xix. 9. ‘This was an early 
indication of favour to the Gentiles, and of 
the kindness God had in store for them. 
(4.) Not the freemen only, but the hewers of 
wood and drawers of water, the meanest 
drudge they had among them. Note, As 
none are too great to come under the bonds 
of the covenant, so none are too mean to in- 
herit the blessings of the covenant In Christ 
no difference is made between bond and free, 
Col. iii. 11. Art thou called being a servant? 
Care not for it, 1 Cor. vii.21. (5.) Not only 
those that were now present before God in 
this solemn assembly, but those also that 
were not here with them were taken into 
covenant (v. 15): As with him that stand- 
eth here with us (so bishop Patrick thinks 
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it should be rendered) so also with him that 
is not here with us this day; that is, [1.] 
Those that tarried at home were incłuded; 
though detained either by sickness or neces- 
sary business, they must not therefore think 
themselves disengaged; no, every Israelite 
shares in the common blessings. ‘Those that 
tarry at home divide the spoil, and therefore 
every Israelite must own himself bound by 
the consent of the representative body. Those 
who cannot go up to the house of the Lord 
must keep up a spiritual communion with 
those that do, and be present in spirit when 
they are absent in body. [2.] The genera- 
tions to come are included. Nay, one of the 
Chaldee paraphrasts reads it, All the genera- 
tions that have been from the first days of the 


world, and all that shall arise to the end of | from the living God to dead idols. 


the whole world, stand with us here this day. 
And so, taking this covenant as a typical dis- 
pensation of the covenant of grace, it is a 
noble testimony to the Mediator of that co- 
venant, who is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. 

II. The summary of this covenant. All 
the precepts and all the promises of the co- 
venant are included in the covenant-relation 
between God and them, v. 13. That they 
should be appointed, raised up, established, 
for a people to him, to observe and obey him, 
to be devoted to him and dependent on him, 
and that he should be to them a God, ac- 
cording to the tenour of the covenant made 
with their fathers, to make them holy, high, 
and happy. Their fathers are here named, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as examples of 
piety, which those were to set themselves to 
imitate who expected any benefit from the 
covenant made with them. Note, A due 
consideration of the relation we stand in to 
God as our God, and of the obligation we lie 
under as a people to him, is enough to bring 
us to all the duties and all the comforts of 
the covenant. 

III. The principal design of the renewing 
of this covenant at this time was to for- 
tify them against temptations to idolatry. 
Though other sins will be the sinner’s ruin, 
yet this was the sin that was likely to be their 
ruin. Now concerning this he shows, 

1. The danger they were in of being 
tempted to it (v. 16,17): “ You know we have 
dwelt in the land of Egypt, a country addicted 
to idolatry ; and it were well if there were not 
among you some remains of the infection 
of that idolatry; we have passed by other 
nations, theEdomites, Moabites, &c., and have 
seen their abominations and their idols, and 
some among you, it may be, have liked them 
too well, and still hanker after them, and 
wonld rather worship a wooden god that 
they can see than an infinite Spirit whom 
they never saw.” It is to be hoped that there 
were those among them who, the more they 
saw cf these abominations and idols, the 
more they hated them; but there were 
those that were smitten with the sight of 
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them, saw the accursed things and coveted 
them. 

2. The danger they were in if they yielded 
to the temptation. He gives them fair warn- 
ing: it was at their peril if they forsook God 
to serve idols. If they would not be bound 
and held by the precepts of the covenant, 
they would find that the curses of the co- 
venant would be strong enough to bind and 
hold them. 

(1.) Idolatry would be the ruin of particular 
persons and their families, v. 18—21, where 
observe, 

[1.] The sinner described, v. 18. First, 
He is one whose heart turas away from his 
God ; there the mischief begins, in the evil 
heart of unbelief, which inclines men to depart 
Even to 
this sin men are tempted when they are 
drawn aside by their own lusts and fancies 
Those that begin to turn from God, by neg- 
lecting their duty to him, are easily drawn 
to other gods: and those that serve other 
gods do certainly turn away from the true 
God; for he will admit of no rivals: he will 
be all or nothing. Secondly, He is a root 
that bears gall aud wormwood ; that is, he is 
a dangerous man, who, being himself poi- 
soned with bad principles and inclinations, 
with a secret contempt of the God of Israel 
and his institutions and a veneration for the 
gods of the nations, endeavours, by all arts 
possible, to corrupt and poison others and 
draw them to idolatry: this is a man whose 
frnit is hemlock (so the word is translated, 
Hos. x. 4) and wormwood ; it is very dis- 
pleasing to God, and will be, to all that are 
seduced by him, bitterness in the latter end. 
This is referred to by the apostle, Heb. xii. 
15, where he is in like manner cautioning us 
to take heed of those that would seduce us 
from the Christian faith; they are the weeds 
or tares in a fieid, which, if let alone, will 
overspread the whole field. A little of this 
leaven will be in danger of infecting the whole 
lump. l 

[2.] His security in the sin. He promises 
himself impunity, though he persists in his 
impiety, v. 19. Though he hears the words 
of the curse, so that he cannot plead igno- 
rance of the danger, as other idolaters, yet 
even then he blesses himself in his own heart, 
thinks himself safe from the wrath of the 
God of Israel, under the protection of his 
idol-gods, and therefore says, “ I shall have 
peace, though I be governed in iny religion, 
not by God’s institution, but by my own 
imagination, to add drunkenness to thirst, 
one act of wickedness to another.” IJdolaters 
were like drunkards, violently set upon their 
idols themselves and industrious to draw 
others in with them. Revellings commonly 
accompanied their idolatries (1 Pet. iv. 3), so 
that this speaks a woe to drunkards (espe- 
cially the drunkards of Ephraim), who, when 
they are awake, being thirsty, seek it yet 
again, Prov. xxiii. 35. And those that made 
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themselves drunk in honour of their idols 
were the worst of drunkards. Note, First, 
There are many who are under the curse of 
God and yet bless themselves; but it will 
soon be found that in blessing themselves 
they do but deceive themselves. Secondly, 
Those are ripe for ruin, and there is little 
hope of their repentance, who have made 
themselves believe that they shall have peace 
though they go on ina sinful way. Thirdly, 
Drunkenness is a sin that hardens the heart, 
and debauches the conscience, as much as 
any other, a sin to which men are strangely 
tempted themselves even when they have 
lately felt the mischiefs of it, and to which 
they are strangely fond of drawing others, 
Hab. ii. 15. And such an ensnaring sin is 
idolatry. 

[3.] God’s just severity against him for 
the sin, and for the impious affront he put 
upon God in saying he should have peace 
though he went on, so giving the lie to eter- 
nal truth, Gen. iii. 4. There is scarcely a 
threatening in all the book of God that 
sounds more dreadful than this. O that 
presumptuous sinners would read it and 
tremble! For it is nota bug-bear to frighten 
children and fools, but a real declaration of 
the wrath of God against the ungodliness 
and the unrighteousness of men, v. 20, 21. 
First, The Lord shall not spare him. The days 
of his reprieve, which he abuses, will be 
shortened, and no mercy remembered in the 
midst of judgment. Secondly, The anger of 
the Lord, and his jealousy, which is the 
fiercest anger, shall smoke against him, like 
the smoke of a furnace. Thirdly, The curses 
written shall lie upon him, not only light up- 
on him to terrify him, but abide upon him, to 
sink him to the lowest hell, John iii. 36. 
Fourthly, His name shall be blotted out, that 
is, he himself shall be cut off, and his me- 
mory shall rot and perish with him. Fifthly, 
He shall be separated unto evil, which is the 
most proper notion of a curse; he shall be 
cut off from all happiness and all hope of it, 
and marked out for misery without remedy. 
And (lastly) All this according to the curses 
of the covenant, which are the most fearful 
curses, being the just revenges of abused 
grace. 

(2.) Idolatry would be the ruin of their 
nation; it would bring plagues upon the 
land that connived at this root of bitterness 
and received the infection ; as far as the sin 
spread, the judgment should spread likewise. 

[1.] The ruin is described. It begins with 
plagues and sicknesses (v. 22), to try if they 
will be reclaimed by less judgments; but, if 
not, it ends in a total overthrow, like that of 
Sodom, v. 23. As that valley, which had 


been like the garden of the Lord for fruitful- 

ness, was turned into a lake of salt and sul- 

phur, so should the land of Canaan be made 

desolate and barren, as it has been ever since 

the last destruction of it by the Romans. 

The lake of Sodom bordered closely upon 
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the land of Israel, that by it they might be 
warned against the iniquity of Sodom; but, 
not taking the warning, they were made as 
like to Sodom in ruin as they had been in sin. 
[2.] The reason of it is enquired into, and 
assigned. First, It would be enquired into 
by the generations to come (v. 22), who would 
find the state of their nation in all respects 
the reverse of what it had been, and, when 
they read both the history and the promise, 
would be astonished at the change. The 
stranger likewise, and the nations about 
them, as well as particular persons, would 
ask, Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto 
this land ? v.24. Great desolations are thus 
represented elsewhere as striking the spec- 
tators with amazement, 1 Kings ix. 8, 9; 
Jer. xxii. 8, 9. It was time for the neigh- 
bours to tremble when judgment thus began 
at the house of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. The em- 
phasis of the question is to be laid upon this 
land, the land of Canaan, this good land, the 
glory of all lands, this land flowing with milk 
and honey. A thousand pities that such a 
good land as this should be made desolate: 
but this is not all; it is this holy land, the 
land of Israel, a people in covenant with God; 
it is Immanuel’s land, a land where God was 
known and worshipped, and yet thus wasted. 
Note, 1. It is no new thing for God to bring 
desolating judgments upon a people that in 
profession are near to him, Amos. ili. 2. 
2. He never does this without a good reason. 
3. It concerns us to enquire into the reason, 
that we may give glory to God and take warn- 
ing to ourselves. Secondly, The reason is 
here assigned, in answer to that enquiry. 
The matter would be so plain that all men 
would say, It was because they forsook the 
covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, 
v.25. Note, God never forsakes any till they 
first forsake him. But those that desert the 
God of their fathers are justly cast out of the 
inheritance of their fathers. They went and 
served other gods (v. 26), gods that they had 
no acquaintance with, nor lay under any ob- 
ligation to either in duty or gratitude; for 
God has not given the creatures to be served 
by us, but to serve us; nor have they done 
any good to us (as some read it), more than 
what God has enabled them to do; to the 
Creator therefore we are debtors, and not to 
the creatures. It was for this that God was 
angry with them (v. 27), and rooted them out 
in anger, v.28. So that, how dreadful so- 
ever the desolation was, the Lord was righ- 
teous in it, which is acknowledged, Dan. ix. 
11—14. “Thus” (says Mr. Ainsworth) “ the 
law of Moses leaves sinners under the curse, 
and rooted out of the Lord’s land ; but the 
grace of Christ towards penitent believing 
sinners plants them again upon their land, 
and they shall no more be pulled up, being 
kept by the power of God,” Amos. ix. 15. 
{3.} He concludes his prophecy of the 
Jews’ rejection just as St. Paul concludes his 
discourse on the same subject, when it began 
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to be fulfilled (Rom. x. 33), How unsearch- 
able are God’s judgments, and his ways past 
finding out ! So here (v. 29), Secret things 
belong to the Lord our God. Some make it 
to be one sentence, The secret things of the 
Lord our God are reveuled to us and to our 
children, as far as we are concerned to know 
them, and he hath not dealt so with other 
- nations: but we make it two sentences, by 
which, First, We are forbidden curiously to 
enquire into the secret counsels of God and 
to determine concerning them. A full answer 
is given to that question, MVherefore has the 
Lord done thus to this land? sufficient to 
justify God and admonish us. But if any 
ask further why God would be at such a vast 
expense of miracles to form such a people, 
whose apostasy and ruin he plainly foresaw, 
why he did not by his almighty grace pre- 
vent it, or what he intends yet to de with 
them, let such know that these are questions 
which cannot be answered, and therefore are 
not fit to be asked. It is presumption in us 
to pry into the Arcana imperii—the mysteries 
of government, and to enquire into the rea- 
sons of state which it is not for us to know. 
See Acts i. 7; John xxi. 22; Col. ii. 18. 
Secondly, We are directed and encouraged 
diligently to enquire into that which God has 
made known: things revealed belong to us and 
to our children. Note, 1. Though God has 
kept much of his counsel secret, yet there is 
enough revealed to satisfy and save us. He 
has kept back nothing that is profitable for us, 
but that only which it is good for us to be 
ignorant of. 2. We ought to acquaint our- 
selves, and our children too, with the things 
of God that are revealed. We are not only 
allowed to search into them, but are con- 
cerned to do so. They are things which we 
and ours are nearly interested in. They are 
the rules we are to live by, the grants we are 
to live upon; and therefore we are to learn 
them diligently ourselves, and to teach them 
diligently to our children. 3. All our know- 
ledge must be in order to practice, for this is 
the end of all divine revelation, not to furnish 
us with curious subjects of speculation and 
discourse, with which to entertain ourselves 
and our friends, but that we may do all the 
words of this law, and be blessed in our deed. 
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One would have thought that the threatenings iu the close of the 
foregoing chapter had made a full end of the people of Israel, 
and had left their case for ever desperate; but in this chapter 
we have a plain intimation of the mercy God had in store for 
them in the latter days, so that mercy at length rejoices against 
judgment, and has the last word. Llere we have, | Exceedingly 
great and precious promises made to them, upon their repentance 
and return to God, ver. 1—10. Il. The righteousness of faith set 
before them iu the plainness and easiness of the commandment 
that was now given them, ver. 11—14. III. A far reference of 
the whole matter to their choice, ver, 15, &c. 


ND it shall come to pass, when 

all these things are come upon 
thee, the blessing and the curse, which 
I have set before thee, and thou shalt 
call ¿hem to mind among all the na- 
tions, whither the Lorp thy God 
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hath driven thee, 2 And shalt return 
unto the Lorp thy God, and shalt 
obey his voice according to all that I 
command thee this day, thou and thy 
children, with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul; 3 That then the Lorp 
thy God will turn thy captivity, and 
have compassion upon thee, and will 
return and gather thee from all the 
nations, whither the Lorp thy God 
hath scattered thee. 4 If any of thine 
be driven out unto the outmost parts 
of heaven, from thence will the Lorp 
thy God gather thee, and from thence 
will he fetch thee: 5 And the Lorp 
thy God will bring thee into the land 
which thy fathers possessed, and thou 
shalt possess it; and he will do thee 
good, and multiply thee by thy fathers. 
6 And the Lorp thy God will cir- 
cumcise thine heart, and the heart of 
thy seed, to love the Lorp thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live. 7 And 
the Lor» thy God will put all these 
curses upon thine enemies, and on 
them that hate thee, which persecuted 
thee. 8 And thou shalt return and 
obey the voice of the Lorp, and do 
all his commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day. 9 And the Lorp 
thy God will make thee plenteous in 
every work of thine hand, in the fruit 
of thy body, and in the fruit of thy 
cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for 
good: for the Lorp will again rejoice 
over thee for good, as he rejoiced over 
thy fathers: 10 If thou shalt hearken 
unto the voice of the Lorp thy God, 
to keep his commandments and his 
statutes which are written in this book 
of the law, and if thou turn unto the 
Lorp thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul. 


These verses may be considered either as a 
conditional promise or as an absolute pre- 
diction. 

I. They are chiefly to be considered as a 
conditional promise, and so they belong te 
all persons and all people, and not to Israel 
only; and the design of them is to assure us 
that the greatest sinners, if they repent and 
be converted, shall have their sins pardoned, 
and be restored to God’s favour. ‘This is the 
purport of the covenant of grace, it leaves 
room for repentance in case of misdemeanour, 
and promises pardon upon repentance, which 
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the covenant of innocency did not. Now 
observe here, 

1. How the repentance is described which 
is the condition of these promises. (1.) It 
begins in serious consideration, v. 1. “Thou 
shalt call to mind that which thou hadst for- 
gotten or not regarded.” Note, Considera- 
tion is the first step towards conversion. Isa. 
xlvi. 8, Bring to mind, O you transgressors. 
The prodigal son came to himself first, and 
then to his father. ‘That which they should 
call to mind is the blessing and the curse. If 
sinners would but seriously consider the hap- 
piness they have lost by sin and the misery 
they have brought themselves into, and that 
by repentance they may escape that misery 
and recover that happiness, they would not 
delay to return to the Lord their God. The 
prodigal called to mind the blessing and the 
curse when he considered his present poverty 
and the plenty of bread in his father’s house, 
Luke xv. 17. (2.) It consists in sincere con- 
version. The effect of the consideration 
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brought to God by their trouble and distress, 
in the nations whither they were driven (w. 1), 
yet God will graciously accept of them not- 
withstanding; for on this errand afflictions 
are sent, to bring us to repentance. Though 
they are driven out to the utmost parts of 
heaven, yet thence their penitent prayers shall 
reach God’s gracious ear, and there his fa- 
vour shall find them out, v. 4. Undique ad 
cælos tantundem est vie—Krom every place 
there is the same way to heaven. ‘This pro- 
mise Nehemiah pleads in his prayer for dis- 
persed Israel, Neh.i.9. It is here promised, 
(1.) That God would have compassion upon 
them, as proper objects of his pity, v. 3. 
Against sinners that go on in sin God has in- 
dignation (ch. xxix. 20), but on those that re- 
pent and bemoan themselves he has compas- 
sion, Jer. xxxi. 18, 20. True penitents may 
take great encouragement from the com- 
passions and tender mercies of our God, 
which never fail, but overflow. (2.) That he 
would turn their captivity, and gather them 
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vi. 9; vil. 16. But that which is the life 
aud soul of repentance, and without which 
the most passionate expressions are but a 
jest, is returning to the Lord our God, v. 2. 
If thou turn (v. 10) with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul. We must return to our al- 
legiance to God as our Lord and ruler, our 
dependence upon him as our Father and bene- 
factor, our devotedness to him as our highest 
end, and our communion with him as our 
God in covenant. We must return to God 
from all that which stands in opposition to 
him or competition with him. In this return 
to God we must be upright—with the heart 
and soul, and universal—with all the heart 
and all the soul. (3.) It is evidenced by a 
constant obedience to the holy will of God: 
If thou shalt obey his voice (v. 2), thou and thy 
children ; for it is not enough that we do our 
duty ourselves, but we must train up and en- 
gage our children to do it. Or this comes in 
as the condition of the entail of the blessing 
upon their children, provided their children 
kept close to their duty. [1.] This obedience 
must be with an eye to God: Thou shalt obey 
his voice (v. 8), and hearken to it, v. 10. [2.] It 
must be sincere, and cheerful, and entire: 
With all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
v. 2. [3.] It must be from a principle of 
love, and that love must be with all thy 
heart and with all thy soul, v. 6. It is the 
heart and soul that God looks at and re- 
quires; he will have these or nothing, and 
these entire or not at all. [4.] It must be 
universal: According to all that I command 
thee, v. 2, and again v. 8, to do all his com- 
mandments ; for he that allows himself in the 
breach of one commandment involves him- 
self in the guilt of contemning them all, 
James ii. 10. An upright heart has respect 
to all God’s commandments, Ps. exix. 6. 

2. What the favour is which is promised 
upon this repentance. Though they are 
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w. 3), though ever so remote, v. 4. One of 
the Chaldee paraphrasts applies this to the 
Messiah, explaining it thus: The word of the 
Lord shall gather you by the hand of Elias 
the great priest, and shall bring you by the 
hand of the king Messiah ; for this was God’s 
covenant with him, that he should restore the 
preserved of Israel, Isa. xlix. 6. And this 
was the design of his death, to gather into oue 
the children of God that were scattered abroad, 
John xi. 51, 52. To him shall the gathering 
of the people be. (3.) That he would bring 
them into their land again, v.5. Note, Peni- 
tent sinners are not only delivered out of 
their misery, but restored to true happiness 
in the favour of God. The land they are 
brought into to possess it is, though not the 
same, yet in some respects better than that 
which our first father Adam possessed, and 
out of which he was expelled. (4.) That he 
would do them goad (v. 5), and rejoice over 
them for good, v.9. For there is joy in 
heaven upon the repentance and conversion 
of sinners : the father of the prodigal rejoiced 
over him for good. (5.) 'That he would mul- 
tiply them (v. 5), and that, when they grew 
numerous, every mouth might have meat: 
he would make them plenteous in every work 
of their hand, v. 9. National repentance and 
reformation bring national plenty, peace, and 
prosperity. It is promised, The Lord will 
make thee plenteous in the fruit of thy cattle 
and land, for good. Many have plenty for 
hurt; the prosperity of fools destroys them. 
Then it is for good when with it God gives 
us grace to use it for his glory. (6.) ‘That 
he would transfer the curses they had been 
under to their enemies, v.7. When God was 
gathering them in to re-establish them they 
would meet with much opposition; but the 
same curses that had been a burden upon 
them should become a defence to them, by 
being turned upon their adversaries. ‘lhe 
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cup of trembling should be taken out of their 
hand, and put into the hand of those that 
afflicted them, Isa. li. 22, 23. (7.) That he 
would give them his grace to change their 
hearts, and rule there (v. 6): The Lord thy 
God will circumcise thy heart, to love the Lord. 
Note, [1.] The heart must be circumcised to 
love God. The filth of the flesh must be 
put away; and the foolishness of the heart, 
as the Chaldee paraphrase expounds it. See 
Col. ii. 11, 12; Rom. it. 29. Circumcision 
was a seal of the covenant ; the heart is then 
circumcised to love God when it is strongly 
engaged and held by that bond to this duty. 
[2.] It is the work of God’s grace to circum- 
cise the heart, and to shed abroad the love of 
God there; and this grace is given to all that 
repent and seek it carefully. Nay, that seems 
to be rather a promise than a precept (wv. 8): 
Thou shalt return and obey the voice of the 
Lord. He that requires us to return pro- 
mises grace to enable us to return : and it is 
our fault if that grace be not effectual. Herein 
the covenant of grace is well ordered, that 
whatsoever is required in the covenant is 
promised. Turn you at my reproof: behold, 
I will pour out my Spirit, Prov. i. 23. 

3. It is observable how Moses here calls 
God the Lord thy God twelve times in these 
ten verses, intimating, (1.) That penitents 
may take direction and encouragement in 
their return to God from their relation to 
him. Jer. iii. 22, “ Behold, we come unto thee, 
for thou art the Lord our God; therefore to 
thee we are bound to come, whither else 
should we go? And therefore we hope to 
find favour with thee.” (2.) That those who 
have revolted from God, if they return to 
him and do their first works, sliall be restored 
to their former state of honour and happi- 
ness. Bring hither the first robe. In the 
threatenings of the former chapter he is all 
along called the Lord, a God of power and 
the Judge of all: but, in the promises of this 
chapter, the Lord thy God, a God of grace, 
and in covenant with thee. 

II. This may also be considered as a pre- 
diction of the repentance and restoration of 
the Jews: When all these things shall have 
come upon thee (v. 1), the blessing first, and 
after that the curse, then the mercy in re- 
serve shall take place. ‘Though their hearts 
were wretchedly hardened, yet the grace of 
God could soften and change them ; and then, 
though their case was deplorably miserable, 
the providence of God would redress all their 
grievances. Now, 1. It is certain that this 
was fulfilled in their return from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon. It was a wonderful in- 
stance of their repentance and reformation 
that Ephraim, who had been joined to idols, 
renounced them, and said, W hat have I ta do 
any more with idols ? That captivity effec- 
tually cured them of idolatry ; and then God 
planted them again in their own land and did 
them good. But, 2. Some think that it is 
yet further to be accomplished in the conver- 
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sion of the Jews who are now dispersed, their 
repentance for the sin of their fathers in cru- 
cifying Christ, their return to God through 
hiin, and their accession to the Christian 
church. But, alas! who shall live when God 
doth this ? 

11 For this commandment which I 
command thee this day, it is not 
hidden from thee, neither 7s it far off. 
12 It zs not in heaven, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us 
to heaven, and bring it unto us, that 
we may hear it, and doit? 13 Nei- 
ther zs it beyond the sea, that thou 
shouldest say, Who shall go over the 
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that 
we may hear it, and do it? 14 But 
the word ¿s very nigh unto thee, in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou 
mayest do it. 

Moses here urges them to obedience from 
the consideration of the plainness and easi- 
ness of the command. 

I. This is true of the law of Moses. They 
could never plead in excuse of their disobe- 
dience that God had enjoined them that 
which was either unintelligible or imprac- 
ticable, impossible to be known or to be done 
(w. 11): Iż is not hidden from thee. That is, 
1. “It is not teo high for thee; thou needest 
not send messengers to heaven (v. 12), to en- 
quire what thou rnust do to please God ; nor 
needest thou go beyond sea (w. 13), as the 
philosophers did, that travelled through many 
and distant regions in pursuit of learning ; 
no, thou art not put to that labour and ex- 
pense ; nor is the commandment within the 
reach of those only that have a great estate 
or a refined genius, but it is very nigh unto 
thee,v.14. It is written in thy books, made 
plain upon tables, so that he that runs may 
read it ; thy priests’ lips keep this knowledge, 
and, when any difficulty arises, thou mayest 
ask the law at their mouth, Mal. ii. 7. It is 
not communicated in a strange language ; 
but it is in thy mouth, that is, in the vulgar 
tongue that is commonly used by thee, in 
which thou mayest hear it read, and talk of it 
familiarly among thy children. It is not 
wrapped up in obscure phrases or figures to 
puzzle and amuse thee, or in hieroglyphics, 
but it is in thy heart ; it is delivered in such 
a manner as that it is level to thy capacity, 
even to the capacity of the meanest.” 2. 
“Tt is not too hard nor heavy for thee:” so 
the Septuagint reads it, v.11. Thou needest 
not say, ‘As good attempt to climb to 
heaven, or flee upon the wings of the morn- 
ing to the uttermost part of the sea, as go 
about to do all the words of this law:” no, 
the matter is not so; it is no such intolerable 
yoke as some ill-minded people represent it. 
It was indeed a heavy yoke in comparison 
with that of Christ (Acts xv. 10), but not ip 

853 


The advantages of revelation. 


The advantages of' revelation. 


comparison with the idolatrous services of 
the neighbouring nations. God appeals to 
themselves that he had not made them to 
serve with an offering, nor wearied them with 
incense, Isa. xliii. 23; Mic. vi. 3. But he 
speaks especially of the moral law, and its 
precepts: “That is very nigh thee, conso- 
nant to the law of nature, which would have 
been found in every man’s heart, and every 
man’s mouth, if he would but have attended 
to it. There is that in thee which consents to 
the law that it is good, Rom. vii. 16. Thou 
hast therefore no reason to complain of any 
insuperable difficulty in the observance of it.” 

II. This is true of the gospel of Christ, to 
which the apostle applies it, and makes it the 
language of the righteousness which is of 
faith, Rom. x. 6—8. And many think this 
is principally intended by Moses here; for he 
wrote of Christ, John v 46. This is God’s 
commandment now under the gospel that we 
believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, 
1 John iii. 23. If we ask, as the blind man 
did, Lord, who is he ? or where is he, that we 
may believe on him? (John 1x. 36), this 
scripture gives an answer, We need not go 
up to heaven, to fetch him thence, for he has 
come down thence in his incarnation ; nor 
down to the deep, to fetch him thence, for 
thence he has come up in his resurrection. 
But the word is nigh us, and Christ in that 
word; so that if we believe with the heart 
that the promises of the incarnation and re- 
surrection of the Messiah are fulfilled in our 
Lord Jesus, and receive him accordingly, 
and confess him with our mouth, we have 
then Christ with us, and we shall be saved. 
He is near, very near, that justifies us. The 
law was plain and easy, but the gospel 
much more so. 


15 See, I have set before thee this 
day life and good, and death and evil; 
16 In that I command thee this day to 
love the Lorp thy God, to walk in 
his ways, and to keep his command- 
ments and his statutes and his judg- 
ments, that thou mayest live and 
multiply: and the Lor» thy God shall 
bless thee in the land whither thou 
goest to possess it. 17 But if thine 
heart turn away, so that thou wilt not 
hear, but shalt be drawn away, and 
worship other gods, and serve them ; 
1S I denounce unto you this day, that 
ye shall surely perish, and that ye 
shall not prolong your days upon the 
land, whither thou passest over Jor- 
dan to go to possess it. 19 I call 
heaven and earth to record this day 
against you, that I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and curs- 
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thou and thy seed may live: 20 That 
thou mayest love the Lor thy God, 
and that thou mayest obey his voice, 
and that thou mayest cleave unto 
him: for he és thy life, and the length 
of thy days: that thou mayest dwell 
in the land which the Lorp sware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 

Moses here concludes with a very bright 
light, and a very strong fire, that, if possible, 
what he had been preaching of might find 
entrance into the understanding and affec- 
tions of this unthinking people. What could 
be said more moving, and more likely to 
make deep and lasting impressions? ‘The 
manner of his treating with them is so ra- 
tional, so prudent, so affectionate, and every 
way so apt to gain the point, that it abund- 
antly shows him to be in earnest, and leaves 
them inexcusable in their disobedience. 

I. He states the case very fairly. He 
appeals to themselves concerning it whether 
he had not laid the matter as plainly as they 
could wish before them. 1. Every man 
covets to obtain life and good, and to escape 
death and evil, desires happiness and dreads 
misery. “Well,” says he, “I have shown 
you the way to obtain all the happiness you 
can desire and to avoid all misery. Be 
obedient, and all shall be well, and nothing 
amiss.” Our first parents ate the forbidden 
fruit, in hopes of getting thereby the know- 
ledge of good and evil; but it was a miser- 
able knowledge they got, of good by the loss 
of it, and of evil by the sense of it; yet such 
is the compassion of God towards man that, 
instead of giving him up to his own delusion, 
he has favoured him by his word with such 
a knowledge of good and evil as will make 
him for ever happy if it be not his own fault. 
2. Every man is moved and governed in his 
actions by hope and fear, hope of good and 
fear of evil, real or apparent. “ Now,” 
says Moses, “I have tried both ways; if 
you will be either drawn to obedience by 
the certain prospect of advantage by it, or 
driven to obedience by the no less certain 
prospect of ruin in case you be disobedient— 
if you will be wrought upon either way, you 
will be kept close to God and your duty; 
but, if you will not, you are utterly inex- 
cusable.” Let us, then, hear the conclusion of 
the whole matter. (1.) If they and theirs 
would love God and serve him, they should 
live and be happy, v. 16. Ifthey would love 
God, and evidence the sincerity of then 
love by keeping his commandments—if they 
would make conscience of keeping his com- 
mandments, and do it from a principle ot 
love—then God would do them good, and 
they should be as happy as his love and 
blessing could make them. (2.) If they or 
theirs should at any time turn from God, 
desert his service, and worship other gods 
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this would certainly be their ruin, v. 17, 18. 
Observe, It is not for every failure in the 
particulars of their duty that ruin is threat- 
ened, but for apostasy and idolatry : though 
every violation of the command deserved the 
curse, yet the nation would be destroyed by 
that only which is the violation of the mar- 
riage covenant. The purport of the New 
Testament is much the same; this, in like 
manner, sets before us life and death, good 
and evil: He that believes shall be saved ; he 
that believes not shall be damned, Mark xvi. 
16. And this faith includes love and obedi- 
ence. To those who by patient continuance 
in well doing seek for glory, honour, and im- 
mortality, God will give eternal life. But to 
those that are contentious, and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness (and so, 
in effect, worship other gods and serve 
them), will be rendered the indignation and 
wrath of an immortal God, the consequence 
of which must needs be the tribulation and 
anguish of an immortal soul, Rom. ii. 7—9. 

II. Having thus stated the case, he fairly 
puts them to their choice, with a direction to 
them to choose well. He appeals to heaven 
and earth concerning his fair and faithful 
dealing with them, v. 19. ‘They could not 
but own that whatever was the issue he had 
delivered his soul ; therefore, that they might 
deliver theirs, he bids them choose life, that 
is, choose to do their duty, which would be 
their life Note, 1. Those shall have life 
that choose it: those that choose the favour 
of God and communion with him for their 
felicity, and prosecute their choice as they 
ought, shall have what they choose. 2. ‘Those 
that come short of life and happiness must 
thank themselves ; they would have had it if 
they had chosen it when it was put to their 
choice: but they die because they will die ; 
that is, because they do not like the life pro- 
mised upon the terms proposed. 

III. In the last verse, 1. He shows them, 
in short, what their duty is, to Jove God, and 
to love him as the Lord, a Being most ami- 
able, and as their God, a God in covenant 
with them; and, as an evidence of this love, 
to obey his voice in every thing, and by a 
constancy in this love and obedience to cleave 
to him, and never to forsake him in affection 
or practice. 2. He shows them what reason 
there was for this duty, in consideration, (1.) 
Of their dependence upon God: He is thy life, 
and the length of thy days. We gives life, 
preserves life, restores life, and prolongs it 
by his power though it is a frail life, and by 
his patience though it is a forfeited life: he 
sweetens life with his comforts, and is the 
sovereign Lord of life ; in his hand our breath 
is. Therefore we are concerned to keep our- 
selves in his love; for it is good having him 
our friend, and bad having him our enemy. 
(2.) Of their obligation to him for the pro- 
mise of Canaan made to their fathers and ra- 
tified with an oath. And, (3.) OFf their ex- 
pectations from him in performance of that 
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promise : “ Love God, and serve him, that 
thou mayest dwell in that land of promise 
which thou mayest be sure he can give, and 
uphold to thee who is thy life and the length 
of thy days.” All these are arguments to us 
to continue in love and obedience to the God 
of our mercies. 
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In this chapter Moses, having finished his sermon, 1. Enconrages 
both the people who were now to enter Canaan (ver. i—6), and 
Joshua who was to lead them, ver. 7, 8,23. And, Il. He takes 
care for the keeping of these things always in their remembraace 
after his decease, l. By the hook of the law which was, (1.} 
Written. (2.) Delivered into the custody of the priests, ver. 9, 
and 4—97. (3.) Ordered to he publicly read every seventh year, 
ver. 10—13. 2. By a svag which God orders Moses to prepare 
for their instruction and admonition. (1.) Fle calls Moses and 
Joshua to the door of the tahernacle, ver. 14,15. (2.) He foretels 
the apostasy of Israel in process of time, and the judgments they 
would thereby bring upon themselves, ver. 16—18. (3.) Ile pre- 
scribes the following song to be a witness against them, ver. 
19—-21. (4.) Moses wrote it, ver. 22. And delivered it to Israel, 
with an intimation of the design of 1t, as he had received it from 
the Lord, ver. 28, &c. 

ND Moses went and spake these 
words unto all Israel. 2 And 

he said unto them, I am a hundred 
and twenty years old this day; I can 
no more go out and come in: also the 

Lorp hath said unto me, Thou shalt 

not go over this Jordan. 3 The Lorp 

thy God, he will go over before thee, 
and he will destroy these nations from 
before thee, and thou shalt possess 
them: and Joshua, he shall go over 
before thee, as the Lorp hath said. 
4 And the Lorp shall do unto them 
as he did to Sihon and to Og, kings 
of the Amorites, and unto the land of 
them, whom he destroyed. 5 And 
the Lorp shall give them up before 
your face, that ye may do unto them 
according unto all the commandments 
which I have commanded you. 6 Be 
strong and of a good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid of them: for the 
Lorp thy God, he iż ts that doth go 
with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee. 7 And Moses called 
unto Joshua, and said unto him in 
the sight of-all Israel, Be strong and 
of a good courage: for thou must go 
with this people unto the land which 
the Lorp hath sworn unto their fa- 
thers to give them; and thou shalt 
cause them to inherit it. S And the 

Lorp, he iż is that doth go before 

thee; he will be with thee, he will 

not fail thee, neither forsake thee: 
fear not, neither be dismayed. 


Loth to part (we say) bids oft farewell. 
Moses dues so to the children of Israel; nos 
berause he was loth to go to God, but because 
he was loth to leave them, fearing that when 
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he had left them they would leave God. He 
had finished what he had to say to them by way 
of counsel and exhortation: here he calls them 
together to give them a word of encourage- 
ment, especially with reference to the wars of 
Canaan, in which they were now to engage. 
It was a discouragement to them that Moses 
was to be removed at a time when he could 
so ill be spared: though Joshua was con- 
tinued to fight for them in the valley, they 
would want Moses to intercede for them on 
the hill, as he did, Exod. xvii. 10. But there 
is no remedy: Moses can no more go out and 
come in, v. 2. Not that he was disabled by 
any decay either of body or mind; for his 
natural force was not abated, ch. xxxiv. 7. 
But he cannot any longer discharge his office; 
for, 1. He is 120 years old, and it is time for 
him to think of resigning his honour and 
returning to his rest. He that had arrived at 
so great an age then, when seventy or eighty 
was the ordinary stint, as appears by the 
prayer of Moses (Ps. xc. 10), might well think 
that he had accomplished as a hireling his 
day. 2. He is under a divine sentence: 
Thou shalt not go over Jordan. Thus a full 
stop was put to his usefulness; hitherto he 
must go, hitherto he must serve, but no fur- 
ther. So God had appointed it and Moses 
acquiesces: for I know not why we should 
any of us desire to live a day longer than 
while God has work for us to do; nor shall 
we be accountable for more time than is 
allotted us. But, though Moses must not 
go over himself, he is anxious to encourage 
those that must. 

I. He encourages the people; and never 
could any general animate his soldiers upon 
such good grounds as those on which Moses 
here encourages Israel. 1. He assures them 
of the constant presence of God with them 


(v. 3): The Lord thy Ged that has led thee! 


and kept thee hitherto will go over before 
thee ; and those might follow boldly who 
were sure that they had God for their leader. 
He repeats it again (v. 6) with an emphasis: 
“ The Lord thy God, the great Jehovah, who 
is thine in covenant, he it is, he and no less, 
he and no other, that goes before thee; not 
only who by his promise has assured thee that 
he will go before thee; but by his ark, the 
visible token of his presence, shows thee that 
he does actually go before thee.” And he re- 
peats it with enlargement: “Not only he 
goes over before thee at first, to bring thee in, 
but he will continue with thee all along, with 
thee and thine; he will not fail thee nar for- 
sake thee; he will not disappoint thy expec- 
tations in any strait, nor will he ever desert 
thy interest; be constant to him, and he will 
be so to thee.” This is applied by the apostle 
to all God’s spiritual Israel, for the encou- 
ragement of their faith and hope; unto us is 
this gospel preached, as well as unto them. 
He will never fail thee, nor forsake thee, Heb. 
xill.5. 2. He commends Joshua to them for 
a leader: Joshua, he shall go over before thee, 
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v.3. One whose conduct, and courage, and 
sincere affection to their interest, they had 
had long experience of; and one whom God 
had ordained and appointed to be their leader, 
and therefore, no doubt, would own and bless, 
and make a blessing to them. See Num. 
xxvil.18. Note, Itisa great encouragement 
to a people when, instead of some useful in- 
struments that are removed, God raises up 
others to carry on his work. 3. He ensures 
their success. The greatest generals, sup- 
ported with the greatest advantages, must yet 
own the issues of war to be doubtful and un- 
certain ; the battle is not always to the strong 
nor to the bold; an ill accident unthought of 
may turn the scale against the highest hopes. 
But Moses had warrant from God to assure 
Israel that, notwithstanding the disadvan- 
tages they laboured under, they should cer- 
tainly be victorious. A coward will fight 
when he is sure to be aconqueror. God un- 
dertakes to do the work—he will destroy these 
nations ; and Israel shall do little else than 
divide the spoil—thou shalt possess them, v. 3. 
Two things might encourage their hopes of 
this :—(1.) The victories they had already 
obtained over Sihon and Og (v. 4), from 
which they might infer both the power ot 
God, that he could do what he had done, and 
the purpose of God, that he would finish 
what he had begun to do. Thus must we 
improve our experience. (2.) The command 
God had given them to destroy the Canaan- 
ites (ch. vii. 2; xii. 2), to which he refers here 
(v. 5, that you may do unto them according to 
all which I have commanded you), and from 
which they might infer that, if God had com- 
manded them to destroy the Canaanites, no 
doubt he would put it into the power of 
their hands to doit. Note, What God has 
made our duty we have reason to expect 
opportunity and assistance from him for the 
doing of. So that from all this he had reason 
enough to bid them be strong and of a good 
courage, v. 6. While they had the power of 
God engaged for them they had no reason to 
fear all the powers of Canaan engaged against 
them. 

II. He encourages Joshua, v. 7, 8. Ob- 
serve, 1. Though Joshua was an experienced 
general, and a man of approved gallantry and 
resolution, who had already signalized him- 
self in many brave actions, yet Moses saw 
cause to bid him le of good courage, now 
that he was entermg upon a new scene of 
action; and Joshua was far from taking it 
as an affront, or as a tacit questioning of his 
courage, to be thus charged, as sometimes 
we find proud and peevish spirits invidiously 
taking exhortations and admonitions for re- 
proaches and reflections. Joshua himself is 
very well pleased to be admonished by Moses 
to be strong and of good courage. 2. He 
gives him this charge tn the sight of all Israel. 
that they might be the more observant of him 
whom they saw thus solemnly inaugurated 
and that he might set himself the more to be 
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an example of courage to the people who 
were witnesses to this charge here given to 
him as well as to themselves. 3. He gives 
him the same assurances of the divine pre- 
sence, and consequently of a glorious success, 
that he had given the people. God would be 
with him, would not forsake him, and there- 
fore he should certainly accomplish the glo- 
rious enterprise to which he was called and 
commissioned: Thou shalt cause them to in- 
herit the land cf promise. Note, ‘Those shall 
speed well that have God with them; and 
therefore they ought to be of good courage. 
Through God let us do valiantly, for through 
him we shall do victoriously ; if we resist the 
devil, he shall flee, and God shall shortly 
tread him under our feet. 

9 And Moses wrote this law, and 
delivered it unto the priests the sons 
of Levi, which bare the ark of the co- 
venant of the Lorp, and unto all the 
elders of Israel. 10 And Moses com- 
manded them, saying, At the end of 
every seven years, in the solemnity of 
the year of release, in the feast of ta- 
bernacles, 11 When all Israel is come 
to appear before the Lorp thy God 
in the place which he shall choose, 
thou shalt read this law before all Is- 
rael in their hearing. 12 Gather the 
people together, men, and women, 
and children, and thy stranger that is 
within thy gates, that they may hear, 
and that they may learn, and fear the 
Lorp your God, and observe to do 
ail the words of this law: 13 And 
that their children, which have not 
known any thing, may hear, and learn 
to fear the Lorp your God, as long 
as ye live in the land whither ye go 
over Jordan to possess it. 

The law was given by Moses; so it is said, 
John i. 17. He was not only entrusted to 
deliver it to that generation, but to transmit 
it to the generations to come; and here it 
appears that he was faithful to that trust. 

I. Moses wrote this law, v.9. The learned 
bishop Patrick understands this of all the 
tive books of Moses, which are often called 
the law; he supposes that though Moses 
had written most of the Pentateuch before, 
yet he did not finish it till now; now he put 
his last hand to that sacred volume. Many 
think that the law here (especially since it is 
called this law, this grand abridgment of the 
law) is to be understood of this book of 
Deuteronomy ; all those discourses to the 
people which have taken up this whole book, 
he, being in them divinely inspired, wrote 
them as the word of God. He wrote this 
law, 1. That those who had heard it might 
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often review it themselves, and call it to mind 
2. ‘That it might be the more safely handed 
down to posterity. Note, The church has 
received abundance of advantage from the 
writing, as well as from the preaching, of di- 
vine things; faith comes not only by hearing, 
but by reading. The same care that was 
taken of the law, thanks be to God, is taken 
of the gospel too; soon after it was preached 
it was written, that it might reach to those on 
whom the ends of the world shall come. 

II. Having written it, he committed it to 
the care and custody of the priests and elders. 
He delivered one authentic copy to the 
priests, to be laid up by the ark (v. 26), there 
to remain as a standard by which all other 
copies must be tried. And it is supposed 
that he gave another copy to the elders of 
each tribe, to be transcribed by all of that 
tribe that were so disposed. Some observe 
that the elders, as well as the priests, were 
entrusted with the law, to intimate that ma- 
gistrates by their power, as well as ministers 
by their doctrine, are to maintain religion, 
and to take care that the law be not broken 
nor lost. 

II. He appointed the public reading of 
this law in a general assembly of all Israel 
every seventh year. ‘The pious Jews (it is 
very probable) read the Jaw daily in their fa- 
milies, and Moses of old time was read in the 
synagogue every sabbath day, Acts xv. 21 
But once ın seven years, that the law might 
be the more magnified and made honourable, 
it must be read in a general assembly. 
Though we read the word in private, we 
must not think it needless to hear it read in 
public. Now here he gives direction, 

1. When this solemn reading of the law 
must be, that the time might add to the so- 
lemnity ; it must be done, (1.) In the year of 
release. In that year the land rested, so that 
they could the better spare time to attend 
this service. Servants who were then dis- 
charged, and poor debtors who were then 
acquitted from their debts, must know that, 
having the benefit of the law, it was justly 
expected they should yield obedience to it, 
and therefore give up themselves to be God’s 
servants, because he had loosed their bonds. 
The year of release was typical of gospel 
grace, which therefore is called the acceptable 
year of the Lord; for our remission and li- 
berty by Christ engage us to keep his com- 
mandments, Luke 1.74,75. (2.) At the feast 
of tabernacles in that year. In that feast 
they were particularly required to rejoice be- 
fore God, Lev. xxiii. 40. Therefore then 
they must read the law, both to qualify their 
mirth and keep it in due bounds, and to 
sanctify their mirth, that they might make the 
law of God the matter of their rejoicing, and 
might read it with pleasure and not as a task 

2. To whom it must be read: To all Israe 
(vt. 11), men, women, and children, and the 
strangers, v. 12. The women and children 
were not obliged to go up to the other feasts, 
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but to this only in which the law was read. J much it is their interest as well as duty to 


Note, It is the will of God that all people 
should acquaint themselves with his word. 
It is a rule to all, and therefore should be 
read to all. It is supposed that, since all Is- 
rael could not possibly meet in one place, 
nor could one man’s voice reach them all, as 
many as the courts of the Lord’s house would 
hold met there, and the rest at the same time 
in their synagogues. The Jewish doctors 
say that the hearers were bound to prepare 
their hearts, and to hear with fear and reve- 
renee, aud with joy and trembling, as in the 
day when the law was given on Mount Sinai ; 
and, though there were great and wise men 
who kuew the whole law very well, yet they 
were bound to hear with great attention ; for 
he that reads is the messenger of the congre- 
yation to cause the words of God to be heard. 
I wish those that hear the gospel read and 
preached would consider this. 

3. By whom it must be read: Thou shalt 
read it (v. 11), “Thou, O Israel,” by a pro- 
per person appointed for that purpose; or, 
“Thou, O Joshua,” their chief ruler; ac- 
cordingly we find that he did read the law 
himself, Josh. viii. 34, 35. So did Josiah, 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 30, and Ezra, Neh. viii. 3. 
And the Jews say that the king himself (when 
they had one) was the person that read in the 
courts of the temple, that a pulpit was set up 
for that purpose in the midst of the court, in 
which the king stood, that the book of the 
law was delivered to him by the high priest, 
that he stood up to receive it, uttered a prayer 
(as every one did that was to read the law in 
public) before he read; and then, if he pleased, 
he might sit down and read. But if he read 
standing it was thought the more commend- 
able, as (they say) king Agrippa did. Here 
let me offer it as a conjecture that Solomon 
is called the preacher, in his Ecclesiastes, be- 
cause he delivered the substance of that book 
in a discourse to the people, after his public 
reading of the law in the feast of tabernacles, 
according to this appointment here 

4. For what end it must be thus solemnly 
read. (1.) That the present generation might 
hereby keep up their acquaintance with the 
law of God, v.12. They must hear, that 
they may learn, and fear God, and observe to 
do their duty. See here what we are to aim 
at in hearing the word; we must hear, that 
we may learn and grow in knowledge; and 
every time we read the scriptures we shall 
find that there 1s still more and more to be 
learned out of them. We must learn, that 
we may fear God, that is, that we may be 
duly affected with divine things; and must 
fear God, that we may observe and do the 
words of his law ; for in vain do we pretend 
to fear him if we do not obey him. (2.) 
That the rising generation might betimes be 
leavened with religion (v. 13); not only that 
those who know something may thus know 
more, .but that the children who have not 
known any thing may betimes know this, how 
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14 And the Lor» said unto Moses, 
Behold, thy days approach that thou 
must die: call Joshua, and present 
yourselves in the tabernacle of the 
congregation, that I may give him a 
charge. And Moses and Joshua went, 
and presented themselves in the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation. 15 And 
the Lorp appeared in the tabernacle 
in a pillar of a cloud: and the pillar 
of the cloud stood over the door of 
the tabernacle. 16 And the Lorp 
said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers; and this peo- 
ple will rise up, and go a whoring af- 
ter the gods of the strangers of the 
land, whither they go to be among 
them, and will forsake me, and break 
my covenant which I have made with 
them. 17 Then my anger shall be 
kindled against them in that day, and 
I will forsake them, and I will hide 
my face from them, and they shall be 
devoured, and many evils and trou- 
bles shall befal them; so that they 
will say in that day, Are not these, 
evils come upon us, because our God 
is not among us? 18 And { will surely 
hide my face in that day for all the 
evils which they shall have wrought, 
in that they are turned unto other 
gods. 19 Now therefore write ye this 
song for you, and teach it the child- 
ren of Israel: put it in their mouths, 
that this song may be a witness for 
me against the children of Israel. 2 
For when I shall have brought them 
into the land which I sware unto their 
fathers, that floweth with milk and 
honey ; and they shall have eaten and 
filled themselves, and waxen fat; then 
will they turn unto other gods, and 
serve them, and provoke me, and 
break my covenant. 21 And it shall 
come to pass, when many evils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this 
song shall testify against them as a 
witness; for it shall not be forgotten 
out of the mouths of their seed: for I 
know their imagination which they go 
about, even now, before I have brought 
them into the land which I sware. 

Here, I. Moses and Joshua are summoned 
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to attend the divine majesty at the door of 
the tabernacle, v. 14. Moses is told again 
that he must shortly die; even those that are 
most ready and willing to die have need to be 
often reminded of the approach of death. In 
consideration of this, he must come himself to 
meet God; for whatever improves our com- 
munion with God furthers our preparation 
for death. He must also bring Joshua with 
him to be presented to God for a successor, 
and to receive his commission and charge. 
Moses readily obeys the summons, for he 
was not one of those that look with an evil 
eye upon their successors, but, on the con- 
trary, rejoiced in him. 

H. God graciously gives them the meet- 
ing: He appeared in the tabernacle (as the 
shechinah used to appear) in a pillar of a 
cloud, v.15. This is the only time in all this 
book that we read of the glory of God ap- 
pearing, whereas we often read of it in the 
three foregoing books, which perhaps signi- 
fies that in the latter days, under the evangeli- 
callaw, such visible appearances as these of the 
divine glory are not to be expected, but we must 
take heed to the more sure word of prophecy. 

II. He tells Moses that, after his death, 
the covenant which he had taken so much 
pains to make between Israel and their God 
would certainly be broken. 1. That Israel 
would forsake God, v. 16. And we may be 
sure that if the covenant between God and 
man be broken the blame must lie on man, 
it is he that breaks it; we have often ob- 
served it, ‘That God never leaves any till they 
first leave him. Worshipping the gods of 
the Canaanites (who had been the natives, 
but henceforward were to be looked upon as 
the strangers of that land) would undoubtedly 
be counted a deserting of God, and, like 
adultery, a violation of the covenant. Thus 
still those are revolters from Christ, and 
will be so adjudged, who either make a god 
of their money by reigning covetousness ora 
god of their belly by reigning sensuality. 
Those that turn to other gods (v. 18) forsake 
their own mercies. ‘This apostasy of theirs 
is foretold to be the effect of their prosperity 
(v. 20): They shall have eaten and filled them- 
selves ; this is all they will aim at in eating, to 
gratify their own appetites, and then they 
will wax fat, grow secure and sensual; their 
security will take off their dread of God and 
his judgments; and their sensuality will in- 
cline them to the idolatries of the heathen, 
which made provision for the flesh to fulfil the 
lusts of it. Note, God has a clear and in- 
fallible foresight of all the wickedness of the 
wicked, and has often covenanted with those 
who he knew would deal very treacherously 
(Isa. xlvili. 8), and conferred many favours 
on those who he knew would deal very un- 
gratefully. 2. That then God would forsake 
Israel; and justly does he cast those of who 
had so unjustly cast him off (v. 17): My anger 
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them, no longer to protect and prosper them, 
and then they would become a prey to all their 
neighbours. His spirit and grace would 
forsake them, no longer to teach and guide 
them, and then they would be more and 
more bigoted, besotted, and hardened in their 
idolatries. ‘Thus many evils and troubles 
would befal them (v. 17, 21), which would be 
such manifest indications of God’s displea- 
sure against them that they themselves would 
be constrained to own it: Have not these evils 
come upon us because our God is not among 
us? Those that have sinned away their God 
will find that thereby they pull all mischiefs 
upon their own heads. But that which 
completed their misery was that God would 
hide his face from them in that day, that day 
of their trouble and distress, v. 18. What- 
ever outward troubles we are in, if we have 
but the light of God’s countenance, we may 
be easy. But, if God hide his face from us 
and our prayers, we are undone. 

IV. He directs Moses to deliver thern a 
song, in the composing of which he should 
be divinely inspired, and which should 
remain a standing testimony for God as 
faithful to them in giving them warning, and 
against them as persons false to themselves 
in not taking the warning, v. 19. The 
written word in general, as well as this song 
in particular, is a witness for God against all 
those that break covenant with him. it shall 
be for a testimony, Matt. xxiv 14. The 
wisdom of man has devised many ways of 
conveying the knowledge of good and evil, 
by laws, histories, prophecies, proverbs, and, 
among the rest, by songs; each has its 
advantages. And the wisdom of God has 
in the scripture made use of them all, that 
ignorant and careless men might be left 
inexcusable. 1. This song, if rightly 1m- 
proved, might be a means to prevent their 
apostasy ; for in the inditing of it God had 
an eye to their present imagination, now, 
before they were brought into the land of 
promise, v. 21. God knew very well that 
there were in their hearts such gross conceits 
of the deity, and such inclinations to idolatry, 
that they would be tinder to the sparks of that 
temptation ; and therefore in this song he 
gives them warning of their danger that way. 
Note, The word of God is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of men’s hearts, and meets 
with them strangely by its reproofs and 
corrections, Heb. iv. 12. Compare 1 Cor 
xiv. 25. Ministers who preach the word 
know not the imaginations men go abont, 
but God, whose word it is, knows perfectly. 
2. If this song did not prevent their apostasy, 
yet it might help to bring them to repentance, 
and to recover them from their apostasy. 
When their troubles come upon them, this 
song shall not be forgotten, but may serve as 
a glass to show them their own faces, that 
they may humble themselves, and return tc 
Note 
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The song of Moses. 
may leave to fall, yet he will provide means 
for their recovery. Medicines are prepared 
before-hand for their cure. 

22 Moses therefore wrote this song 
the same day, and taught it the child- 
ren of Israel. 23 And he gave Joshua 
the son of Nun a charge, and said, 
Be strong and of a good courage : for 
thou shalt bring the children of Is- 
rael into the land which I sware unto 
them: and I will be with thee. 24 
And it came to pass, when Moses had 
made an end of writing the words of 
this law in a book, until they were 
finished, 25 That Moses commanded 
the Levites, which bare the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp, saying, 26 
Take this book of the law, and put it 
in the side of the ark of the covenant 
of the Lorp your God, that it may 
be there for a witness against thee. 
27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy 
stiff neck : behold, while I am yet alive 
with you this day, ye have been re- 
bellious against the Lorp; and how 
much more after my death? 28 Ga- 
ther unto me all the elders of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may 
speak these words in their ears, and 
call heaven and earth to record against 
them. 29 For I know that after my 
death ye will utterly corrupt your- 
selves, and turn aside from the way 
which I have commanded you; and 
evil will befal you in the latter days ; 
because ye will do evil in the sight of 
the Lorn, to provoke him to anger 
through the work of your hands. 30 
And Moses spake in the ears of all 
the congregation of Israel the words 
of this song, until they were ended. 


Here, I. The charge 1s given to Joshua, 
which God had said (w. 14) he would give 
him. ‘The same in effect that Moses had 
given him (v. 7): Be strong aud of a good 
courage, v. 23. Joshua had now heard from 
God so much of the wickedness of the people 
whom he was to have the conduct of as 
could not but be a discouragement to him: 
“Nay,” says God, “how bad soever they 
are, thou shalt go through thy undertaking, 
for I will be with thee. Thou shalt put them 
into possession of Canaan. If they after- 
wards by their sin throw themselves out of it 
again, that will be no fault of thine, nor any dis- 
honour to thee, therefore be of good courage.” 

II. The solemn delivery of the book of the 
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of the ark, is here again related (v. 24—-26), 
of which before, v. 9. Only they are here 
directed where to treasure up this precious 
original, not in the ark (there only the two 
tables were preserved), but in another box 
by the side of the ark. It is probable that 
this was the very book that was found in the 
house of the Lord (having been somehow or 
other misplaced)in the days of Josiah (2 Chron. 
xxxiv. 14), and so perhaps the following 
words here, that it may be u witness against 
thee, may particularly point at that event, 
which happened so long after; for the 
finding of this very book occasioned the 
public reading of it by Josiah himself, for a 
witness against a people who were then 
almost ripe for their ruin by the Babylonians. 

HI. The song which follows in the next 
chapter is here delivered to Moses, and by 
him to the people. He wrote it first (v. 22), 
as the Spirit of God indited it, and then 
spoke it in the ears of all the congregation (v. 
30), and taught it to them (v. 22), that is, 
gave out copies of it, and ordered the people 
to learn it by heart. It was delivered by 
word of mouth first, and afterwards in 
writing, to the elders and officers, as the 
representatives of their respective tribes (v. 
28), by them to be transmitted to their 
several families and households. It was 
delivered to them with a solemn appeal to 
heaven and earth concerning the fair warning 
which was given them by it of the fatal conse- 
quences of their apostasy from God, and with 
a declaration of the little joy and little hope 
Moses had in and concerning them. 1. He 
declares what little joy he had had of them 
while he was with them, v. 27. Itisnotina 
passion that he says, I kuow thy rebellion (as 
once he said unadvisedly, Hear now, you 
rebels), but it is the result of a long ac- 
quaintance with them: you have been rebel- 
lous against the Lord. ‘Their rebellions 
against himself he makes no mention of: 
these he had long since forgiven and for- 
gotten; but they must be made to hear of 
their rebellions against God, that they may 
be ever repented of and never repeated. 2. 
What little hopes he had of them now that 
he was leaving them. From what God had 
now said to him (v. 16) more than from his 
own experience of them, though that was 
discouraging enough, he tells them (v. 29), 
I know that after my death you will utterly 
corrupt yourselves. Many asad thought, no 
doubt, it occasioned to this good man, to 
foresee the apostasy and ruin of a people he 
had taken so much pains with, in order to do 
them good and make them happy; but this 
was his comfort, that he had done his duty, 
and that God would be glorified, if not in 
their settlement, yet in their dispersion. ‘Thus 
our Lord Jesus, a little before his death, 
foretold the rise of false Christs and false 
prophets (Matt. xxiv. 24), notwithstanding 
which, and all the apostasies of the latter times, 
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shal? not prevail against the church, for the 
foundation of God stands sure. 
CHAP. XXXII. 


In this chapter we have, 1. The song which Moses, by the appoint- 
ment of God, delivered to the children of Israel, for a standing 
admonition to them, to take heed of forsaking God. This takes 
up most of the chapter, in which we have, 1. The preface, ver. 
1,2. 2. A high character of God, and, in opposition to that, a 


ne 
had character of the people of Israel, ver. 3—6. 3. A rehearsal 
of the great things God had done for them, and in opposition to 
that an account of their ill carriage towards him, ver. 7—18. 4. 
A prediction of the wasting destroying judgments which God 
would bring upon them for their sins, in which God is here jus- 
tified by the many aggravations of their impieties, ver. 19—33. 
5. A promise of the destruction of their enemies and oppressors 
at last, and the glorious deliverance of a remnant of Israel, ver. 
36—43. Il. The exhortation with which Moses delivered this 
song to thein, ver, 44—47. IIL. The orders God gives to Moses 
to go np to Mount Nebo and die, ver. 48, &c. 


IVE ear, O ye heavens, and I 
will speak; and hear, O earth, 
the words of my mouth. 2 My doc- 
trine shall drop as the rain, my speech 
shall distil as the dew, as the small 
rain upon the tender herb, and as the 
showers upon the grass: 3 Because 
I will publish the name of the Lorn: 
ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 
4 He is the Rock, his work és perfect : 
for all his ways are judgment: a God 
of truth and without iniquity, just and 
right ts he. 5 They have corrupted 
themselves, their spot is not ¢he spot 
of his children: they are a perverse 
and crooked generation. 6 Do ye thus 
requite the Lorp, O foolish people 
and unwise; is not he thy father that 
hath bought thee? hath he not made 
thee, and established thee ? 

Here is, J. A commanding preface or in- 
troduction to this song of Moses, v. 1, 2. 
He begins, 1. With a solemn appeal to heaven 
and earth concerning the truth and import- 
ance of what he was about to say, and the 
justice of the divine proceedings against a 
rebellious and backsliding people, for he had 
said (ch. xxxi. 28) that he would in this song 
call heaven and earth to record against them. 
Heaven and earth would sooner hear than 
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rebellious;” so one of the Chaldee para- 
phrasts expounds the first clause. Rain is 
sometimes sent for judgment, witness that 
with which the world was deluged; and so 
the word of God, while to some it is reviving 
and refreshing—a savour of life unto life, is 
to others terrifying and killing—a savour of 
death unto death. It shall be as a sweet and 
comfortable dew to those who are rightly pre- 
pared to receive it. Observe, (1.) The sub- 
ject of this song is doctrine; he had given 
them a song of praise and thanksgiving 
(Exod. xv.), but this is a song of instruction, 
for in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, 
we are not only to give glory to God, but to 
teach and admonish one another, Col. iii. 16. 
Hence many of David’s psalms are entitled 
Maschil—to give instruction. (2.) This doc- 
trine is fitly compared to rain and showers 
which come from above, to make the earth 
fruitful, and accomplish that for which they 
are sent (Isa. ly. 10, 11), and depend not upon 
the wisdom or will of man, Mic. v. 7. It is 
a mercy to have this rain come often upon us, 
and our duty to drink it in, Heb. vi. 7. (3.) 
He promises that his doctrine shall drop and 
distil as the dew, and the small rain, which 
descend silently and without noise. The 
word preached is likely to profit when it 
comes gently, and sweetly insinuates itself 
into the hearts and affections of the hearers. 
(4.) He bespeaks their acceptance and enter- 
tainment of it, and that it might be as sweet, 
and pleasant, and welcome to them as rain to 
the thirsty earth, Ps. lxxii. 6. And the word 
of God is likely to do us good when it is thus 
acceptable. (5.) ‘The learned bishop Patrick 
understands it as a prayer that his words 
which were sent from heaven to them might 
sink into their hearts and soften them, as the 
rain softens the earth, and so make them 
fruitful in obedience. 

IT. An awful declaration of the greatness 
and righteousness of God, v. 3, 4. 

1. He begins with this, and lays it down 
as his first principle, (1.) To preserve the 
honour of God, that no reproach might be 
cast upon him for the sake of the wickedness 
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this perverse and unthinking people; for | of his people Israel ; how wicked and corrupt 
they revolt not from their obedience to their | soever those are who are called by his name, 


Creator, but continue to this day, according to 


he is just, and right, and all that is good, 


his ordinances, as his servants (Ps. cxix. 89— | and is not to be thought the worse of for their 


91), and therefore will rise up in judgment 
against rebellious Israel. Heaven and earth 
will be witnesses against sinners, witnesses 
of the warning given them and of their re- 
fusal to take the warning (see Job xx. 27); the 
heaven shall reveal his iniquity, and the earth 
shall rise up against him. Or heaven and 
earth are here put for the inhabitants of both, 
angels and men; both shall agree to justify 
God in his proceedings against Israel, and to 


declare his righteousness, Ps. 1.6; see Rev. | 


xix. 1,2. 2. He begins with a solemn appli- 
cation of what he was about to say to the peo- 
ple (». 2): My doctrine shall drop as the rain. 
“ It shall be a beating sweeping rain to the 


badness. (2.) To aggravate the wickedness 
of Israel, who knew and worshipped such a 
holy God, and yet were themselves so un- 
holy. And, (3.) To justify God in his deal- 
ings with them; we must abide by it, that 
God is righteous, even when his judgments 
are a great deep, Jer. xii. 1; Ps. xxxvi. 6. 

2. Moses here sets himself to publish the 
name of the Lord (w. 3), that Israel, knowing 
what a God he is whom they had avouched 
for theirs, mght never be such fools as to 
exchange him for a false god, a dunghill god 
He calls upon them therefore to ascribe 
greatness to him. It will be of great use to 
us for the preventing of sin, and the preserv 
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ing of us in the way of our duty, always to 
keep up high and honourable thoughts of 
God, and to take all occasions to express 
them: Ascribe greatness to our God. We 
cannot add to his greatness, for it is infinite ; 
but we must acknowledge it, and give him 
the glory of it. Now, when Moses would set 
forth the greatness of God, he does it, not by 
explaining his eternity and immensity, or de- 
scribing the brightness of his glory in the 
upper world, but by showing the faithfulness 
of his word, the perfection of his works, and 
the wisdom and equity of all the administra- 
tions of his government; for in these his 
glory shines most clearly to us, and these are 
the things revealed concerning him, which 
belong to us and our children, v. 4. (1.) He 
is the rock. So he is called six times in this 
chapter, and the LXX. all along translate it 
Ə:òç, God. The learned Mr. Hugh Broughton 
reckons that God is called the rock eighteen 
times (besides in this chapter) in the Old 
‘Testament (though in some places we trans- 
late it strength), and charges it therefore 
upon the papists that they make St. Peter a 
god when they make him the rock on which 
the church is built. God is the rock, for he 
is in himself immutable immovable, and he is 
to all that seek him and fly to him an im- 
penetrable shelter, and to all that trust in him 
an everlasting foundation. (2.) His work is 
perfect. His work of creation was so, all 
very good ; his works of providence are so, or 
will be so in due time, and when the mystery 
of God shall be finished the perfection of his 
works will appear to all the world. Nothing 
that God does can be mended, Ecel. iii. 14 
God was now perfecting what he had pro- 
mised and begun for his people Israel, and 
from the perfection of this work they must 
take occasion to give him the glory of the 
perfection of all his works. ‘lhe best of 
men’s works are imperfect, they have their 
flaws and defects, and are left unfinished ; 
but, as for God, his work is perfect ; if he 
begin, he will make an end. (3.) All his 
ways are judgment. The ends of his ways 
are all righteous, and he is wise in the choice 
of the means in order to those ends. Judg- 
ment signifies both prudence and justice. The 
ways of the Lord are right, Hos. xiv. 9. 
(4.) He is a God of truth, whose word we 
may take and rely upon, for he cannot lie 
who is faithful to all his promises, nor shall 
his threatenings fall to the ground. (5.) 
He is without iniquity, one who never cheated 
any that trusted in him, never wronged any 
that appealed to his justice, nor ever was 
hard upon any that cast themselves upon his 
mercy. (6.) Just and right is he. As he 
will not wrong any by punishing them more 
than they deserve, so he will not fail to re- 
compense all those that serve him or suffer 
for him. He is indeed just and right ; for he 
will effectually take care that none shall lose 
by him. Now what a bright and amiable 
idea dues this one verse give us of the God 
862 


DEUTERONOMY. 


B.C. 1451, 


whom we worship; and what reason have we 
then to love him and fear him, to live a life 
of delight in him, dependence on him, and 
devotedness to him! ‘This is our rock, and 
there is no unrighteousness in him; nor can 
there be, Ps. xcii. 15. 

III. A high charge exhibited against the 
Israel of God, whose character was in all re- 
spects the reverse of that of the God of Israel, 
v. 5. 1. They have corrupted themselves. 
Or, It has corrupted itself ; the body of the 
people has: the whole head sick, and the whole 
heart faint. God did not corrupt them, for 
just and right is he ; but they are themselves 
the sole authors of their own sin and ruin ; 
and both are included in this word. They 
have debauched themselves ; for every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of his own 
lust. And they have destroyed themselves, 
Hos. xiii. 9. If thou scornest, thou alone 
shalt bear the guilt and grief, Prov. ix. 12. 
2. Their spot is not the spot of his children. 
Even God's children have their spots, while 
they are in this imperfect state; for if we say 
we have no sin, no spot, we deceive ourselves. 
But the sin of Israel was none of those ; it was 
not an infirmity which they strove against, 
watched and prayed against, but an evil which 
their hearts were fully setin them todo. For, 
3. They werea perverse and crooked generation, 
that were actuated by a spirit of contradiction, 
and therefore would do what was forbidden 
because it was forbidden, would set up their 
own humour and fancy in opposition to the 
will of God, were impatient of reproof, hated 
to be reformed, and went on frowardly in the 
way of their heart. The Chaldee paraphrase 
reads this verse thus: They have scattered or 
changed themselves, and not him, even the 
children that served idols, a generation that 
has depraved its own works, and alienated it- 
self. Idolaters cannot hurt God, nor do any 
damage to his works, nor make him a stranger 
to this world. See Job xxxv.6. No, all the 
hurt they do is to themselves and their own 
works. The learned bishop Patrick gives 
another reading of it: Did he do him any 
hurt ? That is, “Is God the rock to be 
blamed for the evils that should befal Israel? 
No, His children are their blot,” that is, “ All 
the evil that comes upon them is the fruit of 
their children’s wickedness; for the whole 
generation of them is crooked and perverse.” 
All that are ruined ruin themselves; they die 
because they will die. 

IV. A pathetic expostulation with this 
provoking people for their ingratitude (v. 6): 
“ Do you thus requite the Lord? Surely you 
will uot hereafter be so base and disingenuous 
in your carriage towards him as you have 
been.” 1. He reminds them of the obliga- 
tions God had laid upon them to serve him, 
and to cleave to him. He had been a Father 
to them, had begotten them, fed them, carried 
them, nursed them, and borne their manners ; 
and would they spurn at the bowels of a 
Father? He had bough them, had been at 
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a vast expense of miracles to bring them out 
of Egypt, had given men for them, and people 
for their life, Isa. xliii. 4. “Is not he thy 
Father, thy owner (so some), that has an 
incontestable propriety in thee ?”” and the ox 
knoweth his owner. “He has made thee, and 
brought thee into being, established thee and 
kept thee in being; has he not done so? 
Can you deny the engagements you lie under 
to him, in consideration of the great things 
he has done and designed for you ?” And 
are not our obligations, as baptized Chris- 
tians, equally great and strong to our Creator 
that made us, our Redeemer that bought us, 
and our Sanctifier that has established us. 
2. Hence he infers the evil of deserting him 
and rebelling against him. For, (1.) It was 
base ingratitude: “Do you thus requite the 
Lord? Are these the returns you make him 
for all his favours to you? ‘The powers you 
have from him will you employ them against 
him?” See Mic. vi.3, 4; John x. 32. This 
is such monstrous villany as all the world 
will cry shame of: call a man ungrateful, and 
you can call him no worse. (2.) It was pro- 
digious madness: O foolish people and un- 
wise! Fools, and double fools! who has be- 
witched you ? Gal. ili. 1. “Fools indeed, to 
disoblige one on whom you have such a ne- 
cessary dependence! To forsake your own 
mercies for lying vanities!” Note, All wilful 
sinners, especially sinners in Israel, are the 
most unwise and the most ungrateful people 
in the world. 

7 Remember the days of old, con- 
sider the years of many generations: 
ask thy father, and he will show thee; 
thy elders, and they will tell thee. 8 
When the Most High divided to the 
nations their inheritance, when he se- 
parated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds of the people according to the 
number of the children of Israel. 9 
For the Lorn’s portion is his people; 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 10 
He found him in a desert land, and 
in the waste howling wilderness; he 
led him about, he instructed him, he 
kept him as the appie of his eye. 11 
As an eagle stirreth up her nest, flut- 
tereth over her young, spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, bear- 
eth them on her wings: 12 Sv the 
Lorp alone did lead him, and there 
was no strange god with him. 13 He 
made him ride on the high places of 
the earth, that he might eat the in- 
crease of the fields; and he made him 
to suck honey out of the rock, and 
oil out of the flinty rock; 14 Butter 
of kine and milk of sheep, with fat of 


XXXII. 
lambs, and rams of the breed of Ba- 
shan, and goats, with the fat of kid- 
neys of wheat; and thou didst drink 
the pure blood of the grape. 


Moses, having in general represented God 
to them as their great benefactor, whom they 
were bound in gratitude to observe and obey, 
in these verses gives particular instances of 
God’s kindness to them and concern for 
them. 1. Some instances were ancient, and 
for proof of them he appeals to the records 
w. 7): Remember the days of old; that is, 
“ Keep in remembrance the history of those 
days, and of the wonderful providences of 
God concerning the old world, and concern- 
ing your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; you will find a constant series of 
mercies attending them, and how long since 
things were working towards that which has 
now come to pass.” Note, The authentic 
histories of ancient times are of singular use, 
and especially the history of the church in its 
infancy, both the Old-Testament and the 
New-Testament church. 2. Others were 
more modern, and for proof of them he ap- 
peals to their fathers and elders that were 
now alive and with them. Parents must 
diligently teach their children, not only the 
word of God, his laws (ch. vi. 7), and the 
meaning of his ordinances (Exod. xil. 26, 
27), but his works also, and the methods of 
his providence. See Ps. lxxviii. 3, 4, 6, 7. 
And children should desire the knowledge of 
those things which will be of use to engage 
then to their duty and to direct them in it. 

Three things are here enlarged upon as 
instances of God’s kindness to his people 
Israel, and strong obligations upon them 
never to forsake him :— 

I. The early designation of the land ot 
Canaan for their inheritance; for herein it 
was a type and figure of our heavenly inhe- 
ritance, that it was of old ordained and pre- 
pared in the divine counsels, v. 8. Observe, 

1. When the earth was divided among the 
sons of men, in the days of Peleg, after the 
flood, and each family had its lot, in which it 
must settle, and by degrees grow up into a 
nation, then God had Israel in his thoughts 
and in his eye; for, designing this good land 
into which they were now going to be in due 
time an inheritance for them, he ordered 
that the posterity of Canaan, rather than any 
other of the families then in being, should be 
planted there in the mean time, to keep pos- 
session, as it were, till Israe] was ready for it, 
because those families were under the curse 
of Noah, by which they were condemned to 
servitude and ruin (Gen. ix. 25), and there- 
fore would be the more justly, honourably, 
easily, and effectually, rooted out, when the 
fulness of time should come that Israc? 
should take possession. ‘Thus he set the 
hounds of that people with an eye to the de- 
signed number of the children of Israel, that 
they might have just as much as would serve 
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tneir turn. And some observe that Canaan 
himself, and his eleven sons (Gen. x. 15, &c.), 
make up just the number of the twelve tribes 
of Israel. Note, (1.) The wisdom of God 
has appointed the bounds of men’s habitation, 
and determined both the place and time of 
our living in the world, Aets xvii. 26. When 
he gave the earth to the children of men 
(Ps. exv. 16), it was not that every man 
might catch as he could; no, he divides to 
nations their inheritance, and will have every 
one to know his own, and not to invade an- 
other’s property. (2.) Infinite wisdom has 
a vast reach, and designs beforehand what 
is brought to pass long after. Known unto 
God are all his works from the beginning to 
the end (Acts xv. 18), but they are not so to 
us, Ecel. iii. 11. (3.) The great God, in 
governing the world, and ordering the affairs 
of states and kingdoms, has a special regard 
to his church and people, and consults their 
good in all. See 2 Chron. xvi. 9, and Isa. 
xlv. 4. The Canaanites thought they had as 
good and sure a title to their land as any of 
their neighbours had to theirs; but God in- 
tended that they should only be tenants, till 
the Israelites, their landlords, came. Thus 
God serves his own purposes of kindness to 
his people, by those that neither know him 
nor love him, who mean not so, neither doth 
their heart think so, Isa. x. 7; Mie. iv. 12. 

2. The reason given for the particular eare 
God took for this people, so long before they 
were either born or thought of (as I may say), 
in our world, does yet more magnify the 
kindness, and make it obliging beyond ex- 
pression (v. 9): For the Lord’s portion is his 
people. All the world is his. He is owner 
and possessor of heaven and earth, but his 
ehurch is his in a peculiar manner. It is his 
demesne, his vineyard, his garden enclosed. 
He has a particular delight in it: it is the 
beloved of his soul, in it he walks, he dwells, 
itis his rest for ever. He has a particular 
concern for it, keeps it as the apple of his 
eye. He has particular expeetations from it, 
as aman has from his portion, has a much 
greater rent of honour, glory, and worship, 
from that distinguished remnant, than from 
all the world besides. That God should be 
his people’s portion is easy to be accounted 
for, for he is their joy and felicity; but how 
they should be his portion, who neither needs 
them nor ean be benefited by them, must be 
resolved into the wondrous condescensions 
of free grace. Even so, Father, becanse it 
seemed good in thy eyes so to eall and to ac- 
count them. 

II. The forming of them into a people, 
that they might be fit to enter upon this in- 
heritanee, like an heir of age, at the time 
appointed of the Father. And herein also 
Canaan was a figure of the heavenly inherit- 
anee; for, as it was from eternity proposed 
and designed for all God’s spiritual Israel, so 
they are, in time (and it is a work of time), 
fitted and made meet for it, Col. i. 12. The 
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deliverance of Israel out of slavery, by the 
destruction of their oppressors, was attended 
with so many wonders obvious to sense, and 
had been so often spoken of, that it needed 
not to be mentioned in this song; but the 
gracious works God wrought upon them 
would be less taken notice of than the glo- 
rious works he had wrought for them, and 
therefore he chooses rather to advert to 
them. A great deal was done to model this 
people, to cast them into some shape, and to 
fit them for the great things designed for 
them in the land of promise ; and it is here 
most elegantly described. 

1. He found him in a desert land, v. 10. 
This refers, no doubt, to the wilderness 
through whieh God brought them to Canaan, 
and in whieh he took so much pains with 
them ; it is cailed the church in the wilder- 
ness, Acts vii. 38. There it was born, and 
nursed, and educated, that all might appear 
to be divine and from heaven, since they had 
there no communication with any part of this 
earth either for food or learning But, be- 
cause he is said to find them there, it seems 
designed also to represent both the bad state 
and the bad character of that people when 
God began first ta appear for them. (1.) Their 
condition was forlorn. Egypt was to them a 
desert land, and a waste howling wilderness, 
for they were bond-slaves in it, and cried by 
reason of their oppression, and were perfectly 
bewildered and at a loss for relief; there 
God found them, and thence he fetched them. 
And, (2.) Their disposition was very unpro- 
mising. So ignorant were the generality of 
them in divine things, so stupid and unapt 
to receive the impressions of them, so peevish 
and humoursome, so froward and quarrel- 
some, and withal so strangely addicted to the 
idolatries of Egypt, that they might well be 
said to be found in a desert land; for one 
might as reasonably expect a erop of corn 
from a barren wilderness as any good fruit 
of service to God from a people of such a 
character. Those that are renewed and sanc- 
tified by grace should often remember what 
they were by nature. 

2. He led him about and instructed him. 
When God had them in the wilderness he 
did not bring them directly to Canaan, but 
made them go a great way about, and so he 
instructed them; that is, (1.) By this means 
he took time to instruct them, and gave them 
commandments as they were able to receive 
them. Those whose business it is to instruct 
others must not expect it will be done of a 
sudden; learners must have time to learn. 
(2.) By this means he tried their faith, and 
patience, and dependence upon God, and 
inured them to the hardships of the wilder- 
ness, and so instructed them. Every stage 
had something in it that was instructive ; 
even when he chastened them, he thereby 
taught them out of his law. It is said (Ps. 
cvii. 7) that he led them forth by the right 
way ; and yet here that he led them ahout ; 
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for God always leads his people the right 
way, however to us it may seem circuitous : 
so that the furthest way about proves, if not 
the nearest way, yet the best way home to 
Canaan. How God instructed them is ex- 
plained long after (Neh. ix. 13), Thou gavest 
them right judgments and true laws, good 
statutes and commandments ; and especially 
(v. 20), Thou gavest them also thy good Spirit 
to instruct them ; and he instructs effectually. 
We may well imagine how unfit that people 
would have been for Canaan had they not first 
gone through the discipline of the wilderness. 

3. Hekept him as the apple of his eye, with 
all the care and tenderness that could be, 
from the malignant influences of an open sky 
and air, and all the perils of an inhospitable 
desert. The pillar of cloud and fire was both 
a guide and a guard to them. 

4. He did that for them which the eagle 
does for her nest of young ones, v. 11, 12. 
The similitude was touched, Exod. xix. 4, 
I bore you on eagles’ wings ; here it is en- 
larged upon. ‘The eagle is observed to have 
a strong affection for her young, and to show 
it, not only as other creatures by protecting 
them and making provision for them, but by 
educating them and teaching them to fly. 
For this purpose she stirs them out of the 
nest where they lie dozing, flutters over 
them, to show them how they must use their 
wings, and then accustoms them to fly upon 


. her wings till they have learnt to fly upon 


their own. This, by the way, is an example 
to parents to train up their children to busi- 
ness, and not to indulge them in idleness 
and the love of ease. God did thus by 
Israel; when they were in love with their 
slavery, and loth to leave it, God, by Moses, 
stirred them up to aspire after liberty, and 
many a time kept them from returning to 
the house of bondage. He carried them out 
of Egypt, led them into the wilderness, and 
now at length had led them through it. The 
Lord alone did lead him, he needed not any 
assistance, nor did he take any to be partner 
with him in the achievement, which was a 
good reason why they should serve the Lord 
only and no other, so much as in partner- 
ship, much less in rivalship with him. There 
was no strange god with him to contribute to 
Israel’s salvation, and therefore there should 
be none to share in Israel’s homage and 
adoration, Ps. lxxxi. 9. 

III. The settling of them in a good land. 
This was done in part already, in the happy 
planting of the two tribes and a half, an ear- 
nest of what would speedily and certainly be 
done for the rest of the tribes. 1. They were 
blessed with glorious victories over their ene- 
mies (v. 13): He made him ride on the high 
places of the earth, that is, he brought him 
on with conquest, and brought him home 
with triumph. He rode over the high places 
or strong holds that were kept against him, 
sat in ease and honour upon the fruitful hills 
of Canaan. In Egypt they looked mean, and 
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were so, in poverty and disgrace; but in Ca- 
naan they looked great, and were so, advanced 
and enriched; they rode in state, as a peo- 
ple whom the King of kings delighted to ho- 
nour. 2. With great plenty of all good 
things. Not only the ordinary increase of 
the field, but, which was uncommon, Honey 
out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock, 
which may refer either, (1.) To their miracu- 
lous supply of fresh water out of the rock 
that followed them in the wilderness, which 
is called honey aud oil, because the necessity 
they were reduced to made it as sweet and 
acceptable as honey and oil at another time. 
Or, (2.) To the great abundance of honey and 
oil they should find in Canaan, even in those 
parts that were least fertile. ‘The rocks in 
Canaan should yield a better increase than 
the fields and meadows of other countries. 
Other productions of Canaan are mentioned, 
v. 14. Such abundance and such variety of 
wholesome food (and every thing the best in 
its kind) that every meal might be a feast if 
they pleased: excellent bread made of the 
best corn, here called the kidneys of the wheat 
(for a grain of wheat is not unlike a kidney), 
butter and milk in abundance, the flesh of 
cattle well fed, and for their drink, no worse 
than the pure blood of the grape; so indul- 
gent a Father was God to them, and so kind 
a benefactor. Ainsworth makes the plenty 
of good things in Canaan to be a figure of 
the fruitfulness of Christ’s kingdom, and the 
heavenly comforts of his word and Spirit : for 
the children of his kingdom he has butter and 
milk, the sincere milk of the word; and 
strong meat for strong men, with the wine 
that makes glad the heart. 

15 But Jeshurun waxed fat, and 
kicked: thou art waxen fat, thou art 
grown thick, thou art covered with 
fatness ; then he forsook God which 
made him, and lightly esteemed the 
Rock of his salvation. 16 They pro- 
voked him to jealousy with strange 
gods, with abominations provoked they 
him to anger. 17 They sacrificed unto 
devils, not to God; to gods whom 
they knew not, to new gods that came 
newly up, whom your fathers feared 
not. 18 Of the Rock that begat thee 
thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten 
God that formed thee. 

We have here a description of the apostasy 
of Israel from God, which would shortly 
come to pass, and to which already they had 
a disposition. One would have thought that 
a people under so many obligations to their 
God, in duty, gratitude, and interest, would 
never have turned from him; but, alas! they 
turned aside quickly. Here are two great in- 
stances of their wickedness, and each of them 
amounted to an apostasy from God :— 
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I. Security and sensuality, pride and inso- 
lence, and the other common abuses of plenty 
and prosperity, v. 15. These people were called 
Jeshurun—an upright people (so some),a seeing 
people, so others: but they soon lost the reputa- 
tion both of theirknowledge and of their righ- 
teousness; for, being well-fed, 1. They waxed 
fat, and grew thick, that is, they indulged 
themselves in all manner of luxury and grati- 
fications of their appetites, as if they had no- 
thing to do but to make provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts of it. They grew fat, 
that is, they grew big and unwieldy, un- 
mindful of business, and unfit for it; dull 
and stupid, careless and senseless; and this 
was the effect of their plenty. Thus the pros- 
perity of fools destroys them, Prov.i.32. Yet 
this was not the worst of it. 2. They kicked ; 
they grew proud and insolent, and lifted up 
the heel even against God himself. If God 
rebuked them, either by his prophets or by 
his providence, they kicked against the goad, 
as an untamed heifer, or a bullock unaccus- 
tomed to the yoke, and in their rage perse- 
cuted the prophets, and flew in the face of 
providence itself. And thus he forsook God 
that made him (not paying due respect to his 
Creator, nor answering the ends of his crea- 
tion), and put an intolerable contempt upon 
the rock of his salvation, as if he were not in- 
debted to him for any past favours, nor had 
any dependence upon him for the future. 
Those that make a god of themselves and a 
god of their bellies, in pride and wantonness, 
and cannot bear to be told of it, certainly 
thereby forsake God and show how lightly 
they esteem him. 

II. Idolatry was the great instance of their 
apostasy, and which the former led them to, 
as it made them sick of their religion, self- 
willed, and fond of changes. Observe, 

1. What sort of gods they chose and of- 
fered sacrifice to, when they forsook the God 
that made them, v. 16,17. This aggravated 
their sin that those very services which they 
should have done to the true God they did, 
(1.) To strange gods, that could not pretend 
to have done them any kindness, or laid 
them under any obligation to them, gods that 
they had no knowledge of, nor could expect 
any benefit by, for they were strangers. Or 
they are called strange gods, because they 
were other than the one only true God, to 
whom they were betrothed and ought to have 
been faithful. (2.) To new gods, that came 
newly up ; for even in religion, the antiquity 
of which is one of its honours, vain minds 
have strangely affected novelty, and, in con- 
tempt of the Ancient of days, have been fond 
of new gods. A new god! can there be a 
more monstrous absurdity? Would we find 
the right way to rest, we must ask for the 
good old way, Jer. vi. 16. It was true their 
futhers had worshipped otner gods (Josh. xxiv. 
2), and perhaps it had been some httle excuse 
if the children had returned to them; hut to 
serve new gods whom their fathers feared not, 
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and to like them the better for being new, was 
to open a door to endless idolatries. (3.) They 
were such as were no gods at all, but mere 
counterfeits and pretenders; their names the 
invention of men’s fancies, and their images 
the work of men’s hands. Nay, (4.) They 
were devils. So far from being gods, fathers 
and benefactors to mankind, they really were 
destroyers (so the word signifies), such as 
aimed to do mischief. If there were any 
spirits or invisible powers that possessed 
their idol-temples and images, they were evil 
spirits and malignant powers, whom yet they 
did not need to worship for fear they should 
hurt them, as they say the Indians do; for 
those that faithfully worship God are out of 
the devil’s reach: nay, the devil can destroy 
those only that sacrifice to him. How mad are 
idolaters, who forsake the rock of salvation to 
run themselves upon the rock of perdition ! 

2. What a great affront this was to Jehovah 
their God. (1.) It was justly interpreted a 
forgetting of him (v. 18): Of the Rock that 
begat thee thou art unmindful. Mindfulness 
of God would prevent sin, but, when the 
world is served and the flesh indulged, God 
is forgotten; and can any thing be more 
base and unworthy than to forget the God 
that is the author of our being, by whom we 
subsist, and in whom we live and move? 
And see what comes of it, Isa. xvii. 10, 11, 
Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy 
salvation, and hast not been mindful of the 
Rock of thy strength, though the strange 
slips be pleasant plants at first, yet the 
harvest at last will be a heap in the day of 
grief and of desperate sorrow. ‘There is 
nothing got by forgetting God. (2.) It was 
justly resented as an inexcusable offence: 
They provoked him to jealousy and to anger 
(v. 16), for their idols were abominations to 
him. See here God’s displeasure against 
idols, whether they be set up in the heart or 
in the sanctuary. {[1.] He is jealous of 
them, as rivals with him for the throne in 
the heart. [2.] He hates them, as enemies 
to his crown and government. [3.] He is, 
and will be, very angry with those that have 
any respect or affection for them. Those 
consider not what they do that provoke God; 
for who knows the power of his anger ? 

19 And when the Lorp saw ?é, he 
abhorred them, because of the pro- 
voking of his sons, and of his daugh- 
ters. 20 And he said, I will hide my 
face from them, I will see what their 
end shall be: for they are a very 
froward generation, children in whom 
is no faith. 21 They have moved me 
to jealousy with that which is not 
God; they have provoked me to anger 
with their vanities: and I will move 
them to jealousy with those which are 
not a peopie; I will provoke them to 


B. C. 1451. CHAP. 


anger with a foolish nation. 22 For 
a fire is kindled in mine anger, and 
shall burn unto the lowest hell, and 
shall consume the earth with her in- 
crease, and set on fire the foundations 
of the mountains. 23 I will heap 
mischiefs upon them; I will spend 
mine arrows upon them. 24 They 
shall be burnt with hunger, and de- 
voured with burning heat, and with 
bitter destruction: I will also send 
the teeth of beasts upon them, with 
the poison of serpents of the dust. 
25 The sword without, and terror 
within, shall destroy both the young 
man and the virgin, the suckling also 
with the man of gray hairs. 


The method of this song follows the 
method of the predictions in the foregoing 
chapter, and therefore, after the revolt of 
Israel from God, described in the foregoing 
verses, here follow immediately the resolves 
of divine Justice concerning them ; we deceive 
ourselves if we think that God will be thus 
mocked by a foolish faithless people, that 
play fast and loose with him. 

I. He had delighted in them, but now he 
would reject them with detestation and 
disdain, ». 19. When the Lord saw their 
treachery, and folly, and base ingratitude, he 
abhorred them, he despised them, so some 
read it. Sin makes us odious in the sight 
of the holy God; and no sinners are so 
loathsome to him as those that he has called, 
and that have called themselves, his sons and 
his daughters, and yet have been provoking 
to him. Note, The nearer any are to God 
in profession the more noisome are they to 
him if they are defiled in a sinful way, Ps. 
evi. 39, 40. 

II. He had given them the tokens of his 
presence with them and his favour to them; 
but now he would withdraw and hide his face 
From them, v.20. His hiding his face signifies 
his great displeasure ; they had turned their 
back upon God, and now God would turn 
his back upon them (compare Jer. xviii. 17 
with Jer. ii. 27); but here it denotes also the 
slowness of God’s proceedings against them 
in a way of judgment. They began in their 
apostasy with omissions of good, and so 
proceeded to commissions of evil. In like 
manner God will first suspend his favours, 
and let them see what the issue of that will 
be, what a friend they lose when they provoke 
God to depart, and will try whether this will 
bring them to repentance. Thus we find 
God hiding himself, as it were, in expecta- 
tion of the event, Isa. lvii. 17. To justify 
himself in leaving them he shows that they 
were such as there was no dealing with ; 
for, 1. They were froward and a people that 
could not be pleased, or obstinate in sin, and 
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that could not be convinced and reclaimed. 
2. They were faithless, and a people that 
could not be trusted. When he saved them, 
and took them into covenant, he said, 
Surely they are children that will not lie (Isa. 
Ixiti. 8); but when they proved otherwise, 
children in whom is no faith, they deserved 
to be abandoned, and that the God of truth 
should have no more to do with them. 

I. He had done every thing to make 
them easy and to please them, but now he 
would do that against them which should be 
most vexatious to them. The punishment 
here answers the sin, v. 21. 1. They had 
provoked God with despicable deities which 
were not gods at all, but vanities, creatures 
of their own imagination, that could not 
pretend either to merit or to repay the respects 
of their worshippers; the more vain and vile 
the gods were after which they went a 
whoring the greater was the offence to that 
great and good God whom they set them up 
in competition with and contradiction to. 
This put two great evils into their idolatry, 
Jer. ii. 13. 2. God would therefore plague 
them with despicable enemies, that were 
worthless, weak, and inconsiderable, and not 
deserving the name of a people, which was 
a great mortification to them, and aggravated 
the oppressions they groaned under. The 
more base the people were that tyrannised 
over them the more barbarous they would be 
(none so insolent as a beggar on horseback), 
besides that it would be infamous to Israel, 
who had so often triumphed over great and 
mighty nations, to be themselves trampled 
upon by the weak and foolish, and to come 
under the curse of Canaan, who was to be a 
servant of servants. But God can make the 
weakest instrument a scourge to the strongest 
sinner; and those that by sin insult their 
might Creator are justly insulted by the 
meanest of their fellow-creatures. This was 
remarkably fulfilled in the days of the judges, 
when they were sometimes oppressed by the 
very Canaanites themselves, whom they had 
subdued, Jud. iv. 2. But the apostle applies 
it to the conversion of the Gentiles, who 
had been a people not in covenant with God, 
and foolish in divine things, yet were brought 
into the church, sorely to the grief of the 
Jews, who upon all occasions showed a great 
indignation at it, which was both their sin 
and their punishment, as envy always is, 
Rom. x. 19. 

IV. He had planted them in a good land, 
and replenished them with all good things ; 
but now he would strip them of all their 
comforts, and bring them to ruin. The 
judgments threatened are very terrible, v. 
22—25. 1. The fire of God’s anger shall 
consume them, v. 22. Are they proud of 
their plenty? It shall burn up the increase 
of the earth. Are they confident òf their 
strength? It shall destroy the very founda- 
tions of their mountains: there is no fence 
against the judgments of God when they 
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come with commission to lay all waste. It 
shall burn to the lowest hell, that is, it shall 
bring them to the very depth of misery in 
this world, which yet would be but a faint 
resemblance of the complete and endless mi- 
sery of sinners in the other world. ‘The 
damnation of hell (as onr Saviour calls it) is 
the fire of God’s anger, fastening upon the 
guilty conscience of a sinner, to its inexpres- 
sible and everlasting torment, Isa. xxx. 33. 
2. The arrows of God's judgments shall be 
spent upon them, till his quiver is quite ex- 
hausted, v. 23. ‘The judgments of God, like 
arrows, fly swiftly (Ps. lxiv. 7), reaching 
those at a distance who flatter themselves 
with hopes of escaping them, Ps. xxi. 8, 12. 
They come from an unseen hand, but wound 
mortally, for God never misses his mark, 
i Kings. xxii. 34. The particular judgments 
here threatened are, (1.) Famine: they shall 
be burnt, or parched, with hunger. (2.) 
Pestilence and other diseases, here called 
burning heat and bitter destruction. (3.) The 
insults of the inferior creatures: the teeth of 
beasts and the poison of serpents, v. 24. (4.) 
War and the fatal consequences of it, v. 25. 
[1.] Perpetualfrights. Whenthe sword iswith- 
out, there cannot but be éerror within. 2 Cor. 
vii.5, Without were fightings, within were fears. 
hose who cast off the fear of God are jnstly 
exposed to the fear of enemies. [2.] Uni- 
versal deaths. ‘The sword of the Lord, when 
it is sent to lay all waste, will destroy with- 
out distinction ; neither the strength of the 
young man nor the beauty of the virgin, 
neither the innocency of the suckling nor the 
gravity or infirmity of the man of gray hairs, 
will be their security from the sword when it 
devours one as well as another. Such devas- 
tation does war make, especially when it is 
pushed on by men as ravenous as wild beasts 
and as venomous as serpents, v. 24. See 
here what mischief sin does, and reckon those 
fools that make a mock at it. 

26 I said, I would scatter them mto 
corners, I would make the remem- 
brance of them to cease from among 
men: 27 Were it not that I feared 
the wrath of the enemy, lest their ad- 
versaries should behave themselves 
strangely, and lest they should say, 
Our hand ¿s high, and the Lorp hath 
not done all this. 28 For they area 
nation void of counsel, neither is there 
any understanding in them. 29 O 
that they were wise, that they under- 
stood this, hat they would consider 
their latter end! 30 How should one 
chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight, exeept their Rock 
had sold them, and the Lorp had 
shut them up? 31 For their rock zs 
not as our Rock, even our enemies 
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themselves being judges. 32 For their 
vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of 
the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes 
are grapes of gall, their clusters are 
bitter: 33 Their wine is the poison of 
dragons, and the cruel venom of asps. 
34 Is not this laid up in store with 
me, and sealed up among my trea- 
sures? 35 To me belonyeth vengeance, 
and recompence; their foot shall slide 
in due time: for the day of their ca- 
Jamity is at hand, and the things that 
shall come upon them make haste. 
36 For the Lorp shall judge his peo- 
ple, and repent himself for his ser- 
vants, when he seeth that their power 
is gone, and there is none shut up, or 
left. 37 And he shall say, Where are 
their gods, their rock in whom they 
trusted, 38 Which did eat the fat of 
their sacrifices, and drank the wine of 
their drink offerings? let them rise up 
and help you, and be your protection. 

After many terrible threatenings of de- 
served wrath and vengeance, we have here 
surprising intimations of mercy, undeserved 
mercy, which rejoices against judgment, and 
by which it appears that God has no pleasure 
in the death of sinners, but would rather they 
should turn and live. 

I. In jealousy for his own honour, he 
will not make a full end of them, v. 26—28. 
1. It cannot be denied but that they deserved 
to be utterly ruined, and that their remem- 
brance should be made to cease from among 
men, so that the name of an Israelite should 
never be known Dut in history ; for they were 
a nation void of counsel (v. 28), the most sot- 
tish inconsiderate people that ever were, that 
would not believe the glory of God, though 
they saw it, nor understand his loving kind- 
ness, though they tasted it and lived upon it. 
Of those who could cast off such a God, such 
a law, such a covenant, for vain and dunghill- 
deities, it might truly be said, ‘There is zo un- 
derstanding in them. 2. It would have been 
an easy thing with God to ruin them and blot 
out the remembrance of them; when the 
greatest part of them were cut off by the 
sword, it was but scattering the remnant into 
some remote obscure corners of the earth, 
where they should never have been heard of 
any more, and the thing had been done. See 
Ezek. v. 12. God can destroy those that 
are most strongly fortified, disperse those 
that are most closely united, and bury those 
names in perpetual oblivion that have been 
most celebrated. 3. Justice demanded it: I 
said I would scatter them. It is fit those 
should be cut off from the earth that have 
cut themselves off from their God; why 
should they not be dealt with according to 


iB, a Wale 


their deserts? 4. Wisdom considered the 
pride and insolence of the enemy, which 
would take occasion from the ruin of a people 
that had been so dear to God, and for whom 
he had done such great things, to reflect 
upon God and to imagine that because they 
had got the better of Israel they had carried 
the day against the God of Israel: The ad- 
versaries will say, Our hand is high, high in- 
deed, when it has been too high for those 
whom God himself fought for; nor will they 
consider that the Lord has done all this, but 
will dream that they have done it in despite 
of him, as if the God of Israel were as weak 
and impotent, and as easily run down, as the 
pretended deities of other nations. 5. In 
consideration of this, Mercy prevails for the 
sparing of a remnant and the saving of that 
unworthy people from utter ruin: I feared 
the wrath of the enemy. It is an expression 
after the manner of men; it is certain that 
God fears no man’s wrath, but he acted in 
this matter as if he had feared it. ‘Those few 
good people in Israel that had a concern for 
the honour of God’s name feared the wrath of 
the enemy in this instance more than in any 
other, as Joshua (Josh. vii. 9), and David 
often ; and, because they feared it, God him- 
self is said to fear it. He needed not Moses 
to plead it with him, but reminded himself of 
it: What will the Egyptians say? Let all 
those whose hearts tremble for the ark of 
God and his Israel comfort themselves with 
this, that God will work for his own name, 
and will not suffer it to be profaned and pol- 
luted: how much soever we deserve to be 
disgraced, God will never disgrace the throne 
of his glory. 

II. In concern for their welfare, he ear- 
nestly desires their conversion ; and, in order 
to that, their serious consideration of their 
latter end, v.29. Observe, 1. Though God 
had pronounced them a foolish people and of 
no understanding, yet he wishes they were 
wise, as Deut. v. 29, O that there were such a 
heart in them! and Ps. xciv. 8, You fools, 
when will you be wise? God delights not to 
see sinners ruin themselves, but desires they 
will help themselves ; and, if they will, he is 
ready to help them. 2. It is a great piece of 
wisdom, and will contribute much to the re- 
turn of sinners to God, seriously to consider 
the latter end, or the future state. It is here 
meant particularly of that which God by 
Moses had foretold concerning this people in 
the latter days: but it may be applied more 
generally. We ought to understand and 
consider, (1.) The latter end of life, and the 
future state of the soul. To think of death 
as our removal from a world of sense to a 
world of spirits, the final period of our state 
ef trial and probation, and our entrance upon 
an unchangeable state of recompence and re- 
tribution. (2.) The latter end of sin, and the 
future state of those that live and die in it. 
O that men would consider the happiness they 
will lose, and the misery they will certainly 
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plunge themselves into, if they go on still in 
their trespasses, what will bein the end thereof, 
Jer. v. 31. Jerusalem forgot this, and there- 
fore came down wonderfully, Lam. i. 9. 

Ill. He calls to mind the great things he 
had done for them formerly, as a reason why 
he should not quite cast them off. ‘This 
seems to be the meaning of that (v. 30, 31), 
“How should one Israelite have been too 
hard for a thousand Canaanites, as they have 
been many a time, but that God, who is 
greater than all gods, fought for them!” 
And so it corresponds with that, Isa. lxii. 
10, 11. When he was turned to be their 
enemy, as here, and fought against them for 
their sins, then he remembered the days of old, 
saying, Where is he that brought them out of 
the sea? So here, his arm begins to awake 
as in the days of old against the wrath of the 
enemy, Ps. cxxxvili. 7. There was a time 
when the enemies of Israel were sold by their 
own rock, that is, their own idol-gods, who 
could not help them, but betrayed them, be- 
cause Jehovah, the God of Israel, had shut 
them up as sheep for the slaughter. For the 
enemies themselves must own that their gods 
were a very unequal match for the God of 
Israel. For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, 
v. 32,33. This must be meant of the enemies 
of Israel, who fell so easily before the sword 
of Israel because they were ripe for ruin, and 
the measure of their iniquity was full. Yet 
these verses may be understood of the strange 
prevalency of the enemies of Israel against 
them, when God made use of them as the 
rod of his anger, Isa. x. 5,6. “How should 
one Canaanite chase a thousand Israelites” 
(as it is threatened against those that trust 
to Egypt for help, Isa. xxx. 17, One thou- 
saud shall flee at the rebuke of one) “unless 
Israel’s rock had deserted them and given 
them up?” For otherwise, however they 
may impute their power to their gods (Hab. 
i. 11), as the Philistines imputed their victory 
to Dagon, it is certain the enemies’ rock 
could not have prevailed against the rock of 
Israel; God would soon have subdued their 
enemies (Ps. lxxxi. 14), but that the wicked- 
ness of Israel delivered them into their hands. 
For their vine, that is, Israel’s, is of the vine 
of Sodom, v. 32, 33. They were planted a 
choice vine, wholly a right seed, but by sin 
had become the degenerate plant of a strange 
vine (Jer. ii. 21), and not only transcribed the 
iniquity of Sodom, but outdid it, Ezek. 
xvi. 48. God called them his vineyard, his 
pleasant plant, Isa. v. 7. But their fruits 
were, 1. Very offensive, and displeasing to 
God, bitter as gall. 2. Very malignant, and 
pernicious one to another, like the cruel venom 
of asps. Some understand this of their 
punishment; their sin would be bitterness in 
the latter end (2 Sam. ii. 26), it would bite 
like a serpent and sting like an adder, Job xx. 
14; Prov. xxiii. 32. 

IV. He resolves upon the destruction of 
those at last that had been their persecutors 
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and oppressors. When the cup of trembling 
goes round, the king of Babel shall pledge it 
at last, Jer. xxv. 26, and sce Isa. li. 22, 23. 
The day is coming when the judgment that 
began at the house of God shall end with the 
sinner and ungodly, 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. God 
will in due time bring down the church’s 
enemies, 

1. In displeasure against their wickedness, 
which he takes notice of, and keeps an ac- 
count of, v. 34, 35. “Isnot this implacable 
fury of theirs against Israel laid up in store 
with me, to be reckoned for hereafter, when 
it shall be made to appear that to me belongs 
vengeance?” Some understand it of the sin 
of Israel, especially their persecuting the 
prophets, which was laid up in store against 
them from the blood of righteous Abel, Matt. 
xxiii. 35. However, it teaches us that the 
wickedness of the wicked is all laid up in 
store with God. (1.) He observes it, Ps. xe. 8. 
He knows both what the vine is and what 
«he grapes are, what is the temper of the 
mind and what are the actions of life. (2.) 
He keeps a record of it both in his own om- 
niscience and in the sinner’s conscience; and 
this is sealed up among his treasures, which 
denotes both safety and secresy: these books 
cannot be lost, nor will they be opened till 
the great day. See Hos. xni. 12. (3.) He 
often delays the punishment of sin for a great 
while; it is laid up im store, till the measure 
be full, and the day of divine patience has 
expired. See Job. xxi. 28—-30. (4.) There 
is a day of reckoning coming, when all the 
treasures of guilt and wrath will be broken 
up, and the sin of sinners shall surely find 
them out. [1.] The thing itself will certainly 
be done, for the Lord is a God to whom ven- 
geance belongs, and therefore he will repay, 
Isa. lix. 18. This is quoted by the apostle 
to show the severity of God’s wrath against 
those that revolt from the faith of Christ, 
Heb. x. 30. [2.] It will be done in due 
time, in the best time; nay, it will be done 
in a short time. ‘The day of their calamity is 
at hand; and, though it may seem to tarry, 
it lingers not, it slumbers not, but makes 
haste. In one hour shall the judgment of 
Babylon come. 

2. He will do it in compassion to his own 
people, who, though they had greatly pro- 
voked him, yet stood in relation to him, and 
their misery appealed to his mercy (v. 36): 
The Lord shall judge his people, that is, judge 
for them against their enemies, plead their 
cause, and break the yoke of oppression un- 
der which they had long groaned, repenting 
himself for his servants; not changing his 
inind, but changing his way, and fighting for 
them, as he had fought against them, when 
he sees that their power is gone. ‘This plainly 
points at the deliverances God wrought for 
Israel by the judges out of the hands of those 
to whom he had sold them for their sins 
(see Judg. ij. 11—18), and how his soul was 
grieved for the misery of Israel (Judg. x. 16), 
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extremity. God helped them when they 
could not help themselves; for there was 
none shut up or left; that is, none that dwelt 
either in cities or walled towns, in which 
they were shut up, nor any that dwelt in 
scattered houses in the country, in which 
they were left at a distance from neighbours. 
Note, God’s time to appear for the deli- 
verance of his people is when things are at 
the worst with them. God tries his people’s 
faith, and stirs up prayer, by letting things 
go to the worst, and then magnifies his own 
power, and fills the faces of his enemies with 
shame and the hearts of his people with so 
much the greater joy, by rescuing them out 
of extremity as brands out of the burning. 

3. He will do it in contempt and to the 
reproach of the idol-gods, v. 37, 38. Where 
are their gods ? Two ways it may be under- 
stood :—(1.) That God would do that for his 
people which the idols they had served could 
not do for them. ‘They had forsaken God, 
and been very liberal in their sacrifices to 
idols, had brought to theiraltars the fat of their 
sacrifices and the wine of their drink-offerings, 
which they supposed their deities to feed 
upon and on which they feasted with them. 
“ Now,” says God, “ will these gods you have 
made your court to, at so great an expense, 
help you in your distress, and so repay you 
for all your charges in their service? Go get 
you to the gods you have served, and let them 
deliver yon, Judg. x. 14. This is intended 
to convince them of their folly in forsaking a 
God that could help them for gods that could 
not, and so to bring them to repentance and 
qualify them for deliverance. When the 
adulteress shall follow after her lovers and 
not overtake them, pray to her idols and re- 
ceive no kindness from them, then she shall 
say, I will go and return to my first husband, 
Hos. ii. 7. See Isa. xvi. 12; Jer. ii. 27, 28. 
Or, (2.) That God would do that against his 
enemies which the idols they had served 
could not save them from. Sennacherib and 
Nebuchadnezzar boldly challenged the God 
of Israel to deliver his worshippers (Isa. 
xxxvii. 10; Dan. iii. 15), and he did deliver 
them, to the confusion of their enemies. But 
the God of Israel challenged Bel and Nebo 
to deliver their worshippers, to rise up and 
help them, and to be their protection (Isa. 
xlvii. 12, 13); but they were so far from 
helping them that they themselves, that is, 
their images, which was all that was of them, 
went into captivity, Isa. xlvi. 1, 2. Note, 
Those who trust to any rock but God will 
find it sand in the day of their distress ; it 
will fail them when they most need it. 


39 See now that I, even I, am he, 
and there is no god with me: I kill, 
and I make alive; I wound, and I 
heal: neither is there any that can 
deliver out of my hand. 40 For I 
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lift up my hand to heaven, and say, I 
jive for ever. 41 If I whet my glit- 
tering sword, and mine hand take 
hold on judgment; I will render ven- 
geance to mine enemies, and will re- 
ward them that hate me. 42 I will 
make mine arrows drunk with blood, 
and my sword shall devour flesh ; and 
that with the blood of the slain and 
of the captives, from the beginning of 
revenges upon the enemy. 43 Re- 
joice, O ye nations, with his people: 
for he will avenge the blood of his 
servants, and will render vengeance 
to his adversaries, and will be mer- 
ciful unto his land, and to his peo- 
ple. 

This conclusion of the song speaks three 
things :— 

I. Glory to God, v. 39. “See now upon the 
whole matter, that I, even I, am he. Learn 
this from the destruction of idolaters, and the 
inability of their idols to help them.” ‘The 
great God here demands the glory, 1. Of a 
self-existence: I, even I, am he. Thus Moses 
concludes with that name of God by which 
he was first made to know him (Exod. iii. 
14), “Iam that Iam. Iam he that I have 
been, that I will be, that I have promised to 
be, that I have threatened to be; all shall 
find me true tomy word.” TheTargum of Uz- 
zielides paraphrases it thus: When the Word 
of the Lord shall reveal himself to redeem his 
people, he shall say to all people, See that I 
now am what I am, and have been, and I am 
what I will be, which we know very well how 
to apply to him who said to John, I am he 
who is, and was, and is to come, Rev. i. 8. 
These words, I, even I, am he, we meet with 
often in those chapters of Isaiah where God is 
encouraging his people to hope for their de- 
liverance out of Babylon, Isa. xli. 4; xliii. 
11, 13, 25; xlvi. 4. 2. Of a sole supremacy. 
“'There is no god with me. None to help 
with me, none to cope with me.” See Isa. 
xliii. 10, 11. 3. Of an absolute sovereignty, 
a universal agency: I kill, and I make alive ; 
that is, all evil and all good come from his hand 
of providence; he forms both the light of life 
and the darkness of death, Isa. xlv. 7; Lam. 
ii. 37, 38. Or, He kills and wounds his 
enemies, but heals and makes alive his own 
people, kills and wounds with his judgments 
those that revolt from him and rebel against 
him; but, when they return and repent, he 
heals them, and makes them alive with his 
mercy and grace. Or it denotes his incon- 
testable authority to dispose of all his crea- 
tures, and the beings he has given them, so 
as to serve his own purposes by them: Whom 
he will he slays, and whom he will he keeps 
alive, when his judgments are abroad. Or 
thus, Though he kill, yet he makes alive 


CHAP. 


XXXII. The song of Moses. 


again: though he cause grief, yet will he have 
compassion, Lam. iii. 32. ‘Though he have 
torn, he will heal us, Hos. vi. 1,2. ‘The Je- 
rusalem Targum reads it, I kill those that are 
alive in this world, and make those alive in the 
other world that are dead. And some of tha 
Jewish doctors themselves have observed that 
death, and a life after it, that is, eternal life, 
is intimated in these words. 4. Of an irre- 
sistible power, which cannot be controlled: 
Neither is there any that can deliver out of my 
hand those that I have marked for destruc- 
tion. As no exception can be made against 
the sentence of God’s justice, so no escape can 
be made from the executions of his power. 

II. Terror to his enemies, v. 40—42. Ter- 
ror indeed to those that hate him, as all those 
do that serve other gods, that persist in wilful 
disobedience to the divine law, and that 
malign and persecute his faithful servants. 
These are those to whom God will render 
vengeance, those his enemies that will not 
have him to reign over them. In order to 
alarm such in time to repent and return to 
their allegiance, the wrath of God is here re- 
vealed from heaven against them. 1. The 
divine sentence is ratified with an oath (v. 40): 
He lifts up his hand to heaven, the habitation 
of his holiness ; this was an ancient and very 
significant sign used in swearing, Gen. xiv. 
22. And, since he could swear by no greater, 
he swears by himself and his own life. Those 
are miserable without remedy that have the 
word and oath of God against them. The 
Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, that 
the sin of sinners shall be their rum if they 
go oninit. 2. Preparation is made for the 
execution: The glittering sword is whet. See 
Ps. vii. 12. It is a sword bathed in heaven, 
Isa. xxxiv. 5. While the sword is in whet- 
ting, space is given to the sinner to repent 
and make his peace, which, if he neglects, 
will render the wound the deeper. And, as 
the sword is whet, so the hand that is to 
wield it takes hold on judgment with a reso- 
lution to go through with it. 3. The execu- 
tion itself will be very terrible: The sword 
shall devour flesh in abundance, and the ar- 
rows be made drunk with blood, such vast 
quantities of it shall be shed, the blood of 
the slain in battle, and of the captives, to 
whom no quarter shall be given, but who 
shall be put under military execution. When 
he begins revenge he will make an end; for 
in this also his work is perfect. ‘The critics 
are much perplexed with the last clause, 
From the beyinning of revenges upon the enemy. 
The learned bishop Patrick (that great mas- 
ter) thinks it may admit this reading, From 
the king to the slave of the enemies, Jer. l. 
35—37. When the sword of God’s wrath is 
drawn it will make bloody work, blood to the 
horse-bridles, Rev. xiv. 20. 

III. Comfort to his own people (v. 43): 
Rejoice, O you nations, with his people. He 
concludes the song with words of joy; for 
in God’s Israel there is a remnant whose end 
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will be peace. God’s people will rejoice atf not go thither unto the land which 1 
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last, will rejoice everlastingly. Three things give the children of Israel. 


are here mentioned as matter of joy :—1 
The enlarging of the church’s bounds. ‘The 
apostle applies the first words of this verse 
to the conversion of the Gentiles. Rom. xv. 
10, Rejoice you Gentiles with his people. See 
what the grace of God does in the conversion 
of souls, it brings them to rejoice with the 
people of God; for true religion brings us 
acqnainted with true joy, so great a mistake 
are those under that think it tends to make 
men melancholy. 2. The avenging of the 
church’s controversies upon her adversaries. 
He will make inquisition for the blood of his 
servants, and it shall appear how precious it 
is to him; for those that spilt it shall have 
blood given them to drink. 3. The mercy 
God has in store for his church, and for all 
that belong to it: He will be merciful to his 
land, and to his people, that is, to all every 
where that fear and serve him. Whatever 
judgments are brought upon sinners, it shall 
go well with the people of God; in this let 
Jews and Gentiles rejoice together. 


44 And Moses came and spake all 
the words of this song in the ears of 
the people, he, and Hoshea the son 
of Nun. 45 And Moses made an end 
of speaking all these words to all Is- 
rael: 46 And he said unto them, Set 
your hearts unto all the words which 
I testify among you this day, which 
ye shall command your children to 
observe to do, all the words of this 
law. 47 For it is not a vain thing for 
you; because it is your life: and 
through this thing ye shall prolong 
your days in the land, whither ye go 
over Jordan to possess it. 48 And 
the Lorp spake unto Moses that self- 
same day, saying, 49 Get thee up 
into this mountain Abarim, unto 
mount Nebo, which is in the land of 
Moab, that is over against Jericho; 
and behold the land of Canaan, which 
I give unto the children of Israel for 
a possession: 50 And die in the 
mount whither thou goest up, and be 
gathered unto thy people; as Aaron 
thy brother died in mount Hor, and 
was gathered unto his people: 51 
Because ye trespassed against me 
among the children of Israel at the 
waters of Meribah-Kadesh, in the 
wilderness of Zin; because ye sancti- 
fied me not in the midst of the child- 
ren of Israel. 52 Yet thou shalt see 
the land before thee ; but thou shalt 


Here is, I. The solemn delivery of this 
song to the children of Israel, v. 44, 45 
Moscs spoke it to as many as could heat 
him, while Joshua, in another assembly, at 
the same time, delivered it to as many as his 
voice would reach. ‘Thus coming to them 
from the mouth of both their governors, 
Moses who was laying down the govern- 
ment, and Joshua who was taking it up, 
they would see they were both in the same 
mind, and that, though they changed their 
commander, there was no change in the 
divine command ; Joshua, as well as Moses, 
would be a witness against them if ever they 
forsook God. 

IJ. An earnest charge to them to mind 
these and all the rest of the good words that 
Moses had said to them. How earnestly 
does he long after them all, how very de- 
sirous that the word of God might make 
deep and lasting impressions upon them, 
how jealous over them with a godly jealousy, 
lest they should at any time let slip these 
great things! 

1. The duties he charges upon them are, 
(1.) Carefully to attend to these themselves: 
“ Set your hearts both to the laws, and to 
the promises and threatenings, the blessings 
and curses, and now at last to this song. 
Let the mind be closely applied to the con- 
sideration of these things; be affected with 
them; be intent upon your duty, and cleave 
to it with full purpose of heart.” (2.) Faith- 
fully to transmit these things to those that 
should come after them: “ What interest 
you have in your children, or influence upon 
them, use it for this purpose; and command 
them (as your father Abraham did, Gen. 
xviii. 19) to observe to do all the words of this 
law.” Those that are good themselves can- 
not but desire that their children may be so 
likewise, and that posterity may keep up re- 
ligion in their day and the entail of it may 
not be cut off. 

2. The arguments he uses to persuade 
them to make religion their business and to 
persevere in it are, (1.) The vast importance 
of the things themselves which he had 
charged upon them (v. 47): “It is not a vain 
thing, because it is your life. 1t is not an ìn- 
different thing, but of absolute necessity; it 
is not a trifle, but a matter of consequence, 
a matter of life and death; mind it, and you 
are made for ever; neglect it, and you are 
for ever undone.” O that men were but 
fully persuaded of this, that religion is their 
life, even the life of their souls! (2.) ‘The 
vast advantage it would be of to them: 
Through this thing you shall prolong your 
days in Canaan, which is a typical promise 
of that eternal life which Christ has assured 
us those shall enter into that keep the com- 
mandments of God, Matt. xix. 17. 

III. Orders given to Moses concerning his 
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death. Now that this renowned witness for 
God had finished his testimony, he must go 
up to Mount Nebo and die; in the prophecy 
of Christ’s two witnesses there is a plain 
allusion to Moses and Elias (Rev. xi. 6), and 
perhaps their removal, being by martyrdom, 
is no less glorious than the removal either of 
Moses or Elias. Orders were given to Mo- 
ses that self-same day, v. 48. Now that he 
had done his work, why should he desire to 
live a day longer? He had indeed formerly 
prayed that he might go over Jordan, but 
now he is entircly satisfied, and, as God had 
bidden him, saith no more of that matter. 
1. God here reminds him of the sin he had 
been guilty of, for which he was excluded 
Canaan (v. 51), that he might the more pa- 
tiently bear the rebuke because he had 
sinned, and that now he might renew his 
sorrow for that unadvised word, for itis good 
for the best of men to die repenting of the 
infirmities they are conscious to themselves 
of. lt was an omission that was thus dis- 
pleasing to God; he did not sanctify God, as 
he ought to have done, before the children of 
Israel, he did not carry himself with a due 
decorum in executing the orders he had then 
received. 2. Hereminds him of the death 
of his brother Aaron (v. 50), to make his 
own the more familiar and the less formida- 
ble. Note, It is a great encouragement to 
us, when we die, to think of our friends that 
have gone before us through that darksome 
valley, especially of Christ, our elder brother 
and great high priest. 3. He sends him up 
to a high hill, thence to take a view of the 
land of Canaan and then die, v. 49, 50. The 
remembrance of his sin might make death 
terrible, but the sight God gave him of Ca- 
naan took off the terror of it, as it was a 
token of God’s being reconciled to him, and 
a plain indication to him that though his sin 
shut him out of the earthly Canaan, yet it 
should not deprive him of that better coun- 
try which in this world can only be seen, 
and that with an eye of faith. Note, Those 
may die with comfort and ease whenever God 
calls for them (notwithstanding the sins they 
remember against themselves) who have a 
believing prospect and a well-grounded hope 
of eternal life beyond death. 
CHAP. XXXIII. 


Yee Moses has not doue with the children of Israel; he seemed to 
have taken final leave of them in the close of the foregoing chap- 
ter, but still he has something mnre to say. He had preached 
them a farewell sermon, a very copious and pathetic discourse. 
After sermon he had given out a psalm, a long psalm; and now 
nothing remains but to dismiss them with a blessing; that bless- 
iag he pronounces in this chapter in the name of the Lord, and 
so leaves them. I. He pronounces them all blessed in what God 
had done for them already, especially in giving them his law, 
ver. 2—5. Il. He pronounces a blessing upon each tribe, which 
is both a prayer for and a prophecy of their felicity. 1 Reuben, 
ver. 6. 2. Judah, ver.7. 3. Levi, ver. 8—11. 4. Benjamin, ver. 
12. 5. Juseph, ver. 13—17. 6. Zebulun and Issachar, ver. 18, 19. 
7. Gad, ver. 20,21. 8. Dan, ver. 22. 9. Naphtali, ver. 23. 10. 
Asher, ver. 24,25. 1. Ie pronounces them all in general blessed 
upon the account of what God would be to them, aud do for 
them, if they were obedient, ver. 26, &c. 


ND this zs the blessing, where- 
with Moses the man of God 
blessed the children of Israel before 


XXXII. 
his death. 2 And he said, The Lorp 


came from Sinai, and rose up from 
Seir unto them: he shined forth from 
mount Paran, and he came with ten 
thousands of saints: from his right 
hand went a fiery law for them. 3 
Yea, he loved the people; all his 
saints are in thy hand: and thev sat 
down at thy feet; every one shall re- 
ceive of thy words. 4 Moses com- 
manded us alaw, even the inheritance 
of the congregation of Jacob. 5 And 
he was king in Jeshurun, when the 
heads of the people and the tribes of 
Israel were gathered together. 


The first verse is the title of the chapter: 
it is a blessing. In the foregoing chapter 
he had thundered out the terrors of the 
Lord against Israel for their sin; it was a 
chapter like Ezekiel’s roll, full of lamenta- 
tion, and mourning, and woe. Now to 
soften that, and that he might not seem to 
part in anger, he here subjoins a blessing, 
and leaves his peace, which should descend 
and rest upon all those among them that 
were the sons of peace. Thus Christ’s last 
work on earth was to bless his disciples 
(Luke xxiv. 50), like Moses here, in token of 
parting as friends. Moses blessed them, 1. 
As a prophet—a man of God. Note, It is a 
very desirable thing to have an interest in 
the prayers of those that have an interest in 
heaven; it is a prophet’s reward. In this 
blessing Moses not only expresses his good 
wishes to this people, but by the spint of 
prophecy foretels things to come concerning 
them. 2. As a parent to Israel; for so good 
princes are to their subjects. Jacob upon 
his death-bed blessed his sons (Gen. xlix. 1), 
in conformity to whose example Moses here 
blesses the tribes that were descended from 
them, to show that though they had been 
very provoking yet the entail of the blessing 
was not cut off. The doing of this imme- 
diately before his death would not only be 
the more likely to leave an impression upon 
them, but would be an indication of the 
great good-will of Moses to them, that he de- 
sired their happiness, though he must die 
and not share in it. 

He begins his blessing with a lofty de- 
scription of the glorious appearances of God 
to them in giving them the law, and the great 
advantage they had by it. 

I. There was a visible and illustrious dis- 
covery of the divine majesty, enough to con- 
vince and for ever silence atheists and infi- 
dels, to awaken and affect those that were 
most stupid and careless, and to put to shame 
all secret inclinations to other gods, v.2. 1. 
His appearance was glorious : he shone forth 
like the sun when he goes forth in his 
strength. Even Seir and Paran, two moun- 
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the divine glory which appeared on Mount | disposed of, as the seven stars were in the 


Sinai, and reflected some of the rays of it, 
so bright was the appearance, and so much 
taken notice of by the adjacent countries. 
To this the prophet alludes, to set forth the 
wonders of the divine providence, Hab. 111. 
3,4; Ps. xviii. 7—9. The Jerusalem Tar- 
gum has a strange gloss upon this, that, 
“when God came down to give the law, he 
offered it on Mount Seir to the Edomites, 
but they refused it, because they found in 
it, Thou shalt not kill. Then he offered it 
on Mount Paran to the Ishmaelites, but they 
also refused it, because they found in it, Thou 
shalt not steal; and then he came to Mount 
Sinai and offered it to Israel, and they said, 
All that the Lord shall say we will do.” I 
would not have transcribed so groundless a 
conceit but for the antiquity of it. 2. His 
retinue was glorious; he came with his holy 
myriads, as Enoch had long since foretold he 
should come in the last day to judge the 
world, Jude 14. These were the angels, 
those chariots of God in the midst of which 
the Lord was, on that holy place, Ps. lxvii. 
17. They attended the divine majesty, and 
were employed as his ministers in the so- 
lemnities of the day. Hence the law is said 
to be given by the disposition of angels, Acts 
Wie oo > Eleb. i. 2. 

II. He gave them his law, which is, 1. 
Called a fiery law, because it was given them 
out of the midst of the fire (Deut. iv. 33), and 
because it works like fire; if it be received, it 
is melting, warming, purifying, and burns up 
the dross of corruption ; if it be rejeeted, it 
hardens, sears, torments, and destroys. The 
Spirit deseended in eloven tongues as of fire; 
for the gospel also isa fiery law. 2. It is 
said to go from his right hand, either because 
he wrote it on tables of stone, or to denote 
the power and energy of the law and the di- 
vine strength that goes along with it, that it 
may not return void. Or it came as a gift 
to them, and a precious gift it was, a right- 
hand blessing. 3. It was an instance of the 
special kindness he had for them: Yea, he 
loved the people (v. 3), and therefore, though 
it was a fiery law, yet it is said to go for 
them (v. 2), that is,in favour to them. Note, 
The law of God written in the heart is a eer- 
tain evidence of the love of God shed abroad 
there: we must reckon God’s law one of the 
gifts of his grace. Yea, he embraced the 
people, or laid them in his bosom; so the 
word signifies, which denotes not only the 
dearest love, but the most tender and care- 
ful protection. All his saints are in his hand. 
Some understand it particularly of his sup- 
porting them and preserving them alive at 
Mount Sinai, when the terror was so great 
that Moses himself quaked; they heard the 
voice of God and lived, ch. iv. 33. Or it de- 
notes his forming them into a people by his 
law; he moulded and fashioned them as a 
potter does the clay. Or they were in his 
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hand of Christ, Rey. i. 16. Note, God has 
all his saints in his hand; and, though there 
are ten thousands of his saints (v. 2), yet his 
hand, with which he measures the waters, is 
large enough, and strong enough, to hold 
them all, and we may be sure that none can 
pluck them out of his hand, John x. 28. 

III. He disposed them to receive the law 
which he gave them: They sat down at thy 
feet, as scholars at the feet of their master, in 
token of reverence, in attendance and humble 
submission to what is taught ; so Israel sat at 
the foot of Mount Sinai, and promised to hear 
and do whatever God should say. ‘They were 
struck to thy feet, so some read it ; namely, by 
the terrors of Mount Sinai,which greatly hum- 
bled them for the present, Exod.xx.19. Every 
one then stood ready to receive God’s words, 
and did so again when the law was publicly read 
to them, as Josh. viii. 34. It is a great pri- 
vilege when we have heard the words of God 
to have opportunity of hearing them again. 
John xvii. 26, J have declared thy name, and will 
declare it. So Israel not only had received 
the law, but should still receive it by their 
prayers, and other lively oracles. The peo- 
ple are taught (v. 4, 5), in gratitude for the 
law of God, always to keep up an honourable 
remembrance both of the law itself and of 
Moses by whom it was given. Two of the 
Chaldee paraphrasts read it, The children of 
Israel said, Moses commanded us a law. And 
the Jews say that as soon as a child was able 
to speak his father was obliged to teach him 
these words: Moses commanded us a law, 
even the inheritance of the congregation of 
Jacob. 

1. They are taught to speak with great re- 
spect of the law, and to eall it the inheritance 
of the congregation of Jacob. They looked 
upon it, (1.) As peculiar to them, and that 
by which they were distinguished from other 
nations, who neither had the knowledge of it 
(Ps. exlvii. 20), nor, if they had, were under 
those obligations to observe it that Israel were 
under: and therefore (says bishop Patrick), 
“when the Jews conquered any country, they 
did not force any to embrace the law of 
Moses, but only to submit to the seven pre- 
cepts of Noah.” (2.) As entailed upon them; 
for so inheritances are to be transmitted to 
their posterity. And, (3.) As their wealth and 
true treasure. ‘Those that enjoy the word of 
God and the means of grace have reason to 
say, We have a goodly heritage. He is in- 
deed a rich man in whom the word of Christ 
dwells richly. Perhaps the law is called their 
inheritance because it was given them with 
their inheritance and was so annexed to it 
that the forsaking of the law would be a for- 
feiture of the inheritance. See Ps. cxix. 111. 

2. They are taught to speak with great 
respect of Moses ; and they were the more 
obliged to keep up his name because he had 
not provided for the keeping of it up in his 
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family ; his posterity were never called the 
sons of Moses, as the priests were the sons of 
Aaron. (1.) They must own Moses a great 
benefactor to their nation, in that he com- 
manded them the law; for, though it came 
from the hand of God, it went through the 
hand of Moses. (2.) He was king in Jeshurun. 
Having commanded them the law, as long as 
he lived he took care to see it observed and 
put in execution ; and they were very happy 
in having such a king, who ruled them, and 
went in and out before them at all times, but 
did in a special manner look great when the 
heads of the people were gathered together in 
parliament, as it were, and Moses was pre- 
sident among them. Some understand this 
of God himself; he did then declare himself 
their King when he gave them the law, and 
he continued so as long as they were Jeshurun, 
an upright people, and till they rejected him, 
1 Sain. xii. 12. But it seems rather to he 
understood of Moses. A good government 
is a great blessing to any people, and what 
they have reason to be very thankful for; 
and that constitution is very happy which as 
Tsrael’s, which as ours, divides the power be- 
tween the king in Jeshurun and the heads of 
the tribes, when they are gathered together. 

6 Let Reuben live, and not die; 
and let not his men be few. 7 And 
this is the blessing of Judah: and he 
said, Hear, Lorp, the voice of Judah, 
and bring him unto his people: let 
his hands be sufficient for him; and 
be thou a help to him from his ene- 
mies. 

Here is, I. The blessing of Reuben. 
Though Reuben had lost the honour of his 
birthright, yet Moses begins with him; for 
we should not insult over those that are dis- 
graced, nor desire to perpetuate marks of in- 
famy upon any, though ever so justly fastened 
at first, v. 6. Moses desires and foretels, 1. 
The preserving of this tribe. ‘Though a 
frontier tribe on the other side Jordan, yet, 
“ Let it live, and not be either ruined by its 
neighbours or lost among them.” And per- 
haps he refers to those chosen men of that 
tribe whe, having had their lot assigned them 


already, left their families in it, and were now | 


ready to go over armed before their brethren, 
Num. xxxii. 27. “Let them be protected in 
this noble expedition, and have their heads 
covered in the day of battle.” 2. The increase 
of this tribe: Let not his men be few ; or, Let 
his men be a number, that is, ‘“‘ Let it bea 
numerous tribe; though their other honours 
be lost, so that they shall not excel, yet let 
them multiply.” Let Reuben live and not 
die, though his men be few ; so bishop Patrick 
thinks it may be rendered. “Though he 
must not expect to flourish (Gen. xlix. 4), 
yet let him not perish.” Ail the Chaldee 
paraphrasts refer this to the other world: 
Let Reuben live in life eternal, and not die the 
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second death, so Onkelos. Let Reuben live 
in this world, and not die that death which the 
wicked die in the world to come, so Jonathan 
and the Jerusalem Targum. 

IT. The blessing of Judah, which is put 
before Levi because our Lord sprang out of 
Judah, and (as Dr. Lightfoot says) because 
of the dignity of the kingdom above the 
priesthood. 'The blessing (w. 7) may refer 
either, 1. To the whole tribe in general. 
Moses prays for, and prophesies, the great 
prosperity of that tribe. That God would 
hear his prayers (see an instance, 2 Chron. 
xiii. 14, 15), settle him in his lot, prosper 
him in all his affairs, and give him victory 
over his enemies. It is taken for granted 
that the tribe of Judah would be both a pray- 
ing tribe and an active tribe. “ Lord,” says 
Moses, “hear his prayers, and give success 
to all his undertakings : let his hands be suf- 
ficient for him both in husbandry and in 
war.” The voice of prayer should always be 
attended with the hand of endeavour, and 
then we may expect prosperity. Or, 2. It 
may refer in particular to David, as a type of 
Christ, that God would hear his prayers, 
Ps. xx. 1 (and Christ was heard always, John 
xi. 42), that he would give him victory over 
his enemies, and success in his great under- 
takings. See Ps. lxxxix. 20, &c. And that 
prayer that God would bring him to his 
people seems to refer to Jacob’s prophecy 
concerning Shiloh, That ¢o him should the 
gathering of the people be, Gen. xlix. 10. 
The tribe of Simeon is omitted in the bless- 
ing, because Jacob had left it under a brand, 
and it had never done any thing, as Levi had 
done, to retrieve its honour. It was lessened 
in the wilderness more than any other of the 
tribes; and Zimri, who was so notoriously 
guilty in the matter of Peor but the other 
day, was of that tribe. Or, because the lot 
of Simeon was an appendage to that of 
Judah, that tribe is included in the blessing 
of Judah. Some copies of the LXX. join 
Simeon with Reuben: Let Reuben live and 
not die ; and let Simeon be many in number. 


8 And of Levi he said, Leé thy 
Thummim and thy Urim be with thy 
holy one, whom thou didst prove at 
Massah, and with whom thou didst 
strive at the waters of Meribah; 9 
Who said unto his father and to his 
mother, I have not seen him ; neither 
did he acknowledge his brethren, nor 
knew his own children: for they have 
observed thy word, and kept thy cove- 
nant. 10 They shall teach Jacob thy 
judgments, and Israel thy law: they 
shall put incense before thee, and 
whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar. 
11 Bless, Lorp, his substance, and 
accept the work of his hands: smite 
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through the loins of them that rise | whatsoever. And those who not only keep 


against him, and of them that hate 
him, that they rise not again. 


In blessing the tribe of Levi, Moses ex- 
presses himself more at large, not so much 
because it was his own tribe (for he takes no 
notice of his relation to it) as because it was 
God’s tribe. The blessing of Levi has re- 
ference, 

I. To the high priest, here called God’s 
holy one (v. 8), because his office was holy, in 
token of which, Holiness to the Lord was 
written upon his forehead. 1. He seems to 
acknowledge that God might justly have dis- 
placed Aaron and his seed, for his sin at Me- 
ribah, Num. xx. 12. So many understand 
it. It seems rather probable to me that, on 
the contrary, he pleads with God the zeal and 
faithfulness of Aaron, and his boldness in 
stemming the tide of the people’s murmur- 
ings at the other Meribah (Exod. xvii. 7), 
which might be very remarkable, and which 
God might have an eye to in conferring the 
priesthood upon him, though no mention is 
made of it there. All the Chaldee -para- 
phrasts agree that it was a trial in which he 
was found perfect and faithful, and stood in 
the trial ; therefore not that, Num.xx. 2. He 
prays that the office of the high priest might 
ever remain: Let thy thummim and thy urim 
be with him. It was given him for some 
eminent piece of service, as appears, Mal. 
11.5. “ Lord, let it never be taken from 
him.” Notwithstanding this blessing, the 
urim and thummim were lost in the captivity, 
and never restored under the second temple. 
But this prayer has its full accomplishment 
in Jesus Christ, God’s Holy One, and our 
great high priest, of whom Aaron was a type: 
with him who had lain in the Father’s bosom 
from eternity the urim and thummim shall 
remain; for he is the wonderful and ever- 
lasting counsellor. Some translate the 
thummin and urim appellatively, the rather 
because the usual order is here inverted, and 
here only. Thummim signifies integrity, and 
Urim illumination: Let these be with thy 
holy one, that is, ‘‘ Lord, let the high priest 
ever be both an upright man and an under- 
standing man.” A good prayer to be put up 
for the ministers of the gospel, that they may 
have clear heads and honest hearts; light 
and sincerity make a complete minister. 

II. To the inferior priests and Levites, 
v 9— i. 

1. He commends the zeal of this tribe for 
God when they sided with Moses (and so 
with God) against the worshippers of the 
golden calf (Exod. xxxii. 26, &c.), and, being 
employed in cutting off the ring-leaders in 
that wickedness, they did it impartially : the 
best friends they had in the world, though as 
dear to them as their next relations, they did 
not spare if they were idolaters. Note, Our 
regard to God and to his glory ought always 
to prevail above our regard to any creature 
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themselves pure from the common iniquities 
of the times and places in which they live, 
but, as they are capable, bear testimony 
against them, and stand up for God against 
the evil-doers, shall have special marks of 
honour put upon them. Perhaps Moses may 
have an eye to the sons of Korah, who re- 
fused to join with their father in his gain- 
saying, Num. xxvi. 11. Also to Phinehas, 
who executed judgment, and stayed the plague 

And indeed the office of the priests and Le 

vites, which engaged their constant attend 

ance, at least in their turns, at God’s altar 

laid them under a necessity of being fre- 
quently absent from their families, which 
they could not take such care of, nor make 
such provision for, as other Israelites might. 
This was the constant self-denial they sub- 
mitted to, that they might observe God’s word, 
and keep the covenant of priesthood. Note, 
Those that are called to minister in holy 
things must sit loose to the relations and in- 
terests that are dearest to them in this world, 
and prefer the fulfilling of their ministry be- 
fore the gratifying of the best friend they 
have, Acts xxi. 13; xx. 24. Our Lord Jesus 
knew not his mother and his brethren when 
they would have taken him off from his work, 
Matt. xii. 48. 

2. He confirms the commission granted to 
this tribe to minister in holy things, which 
was the recompence of their zeal and fidelity 
v. 10. (1.) They were to deal for God with 
the people: ‘* They shall teach Jacob thy 
judgments and Israel thy laws, both as 
preachers in thy religious assemblies, read- 
ing and expounding the law (Neh. viii. 7, 8), 
and as judges, determining doubtful and dif- 
cult cases that were brought before them,” 
2 Chron. xvii. 8,9. The priests’ lips kept 
this knowledge for the use of the people, who 
were to ask the law at their mouth, Mal. 11. 7. 
Even Haggai, a prophet, consulted the priests 
in a case of conscience, Hag. ii. 1], &c. 
Note, Preaching is necessary, not only for 
the first planting of churches, but for the 
preserving and edifying of churches when 
they are planted. See Ezek. xliv. 23, 24. 
(2.) They were to deal for the people with 
God, in burning incense to the praise and 
glory of God, and offering sacrifices to make 
atonement for sin and to obtain the divine 
favour. ‘This was the work of the priests, 
but the Levites attended and assisted in it. 
Those that would have benefit by their in- 
eense and offerings must diligently and faith- 
fully observe their instructions. 

3. He prays for them, v.11. (1.) That 
God would prosper them in their estates, and 
make that which was allotted them for their 
maintenance comfortable to them. Bless, 
Lord, his substance. The provision made 
for them was very plentiful, and came to 
them easily, and yet they could have no joy 
of it unless God blessed it to them; and, 
since God himself was their portion, a par- 
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ticular blessing might be expected to attend 
this portion. Bless, Lord, his virtue; so 
some read it. “ Lord, increase thy graces 
in them, and make them more and more fit 
for their work.” (2.) That he would accept 


them in their services: “ Accept the work of | v. 12. 


his hands, both for himself and for the people 
for whom he ministers.” Acceptance with 
God is that which we should all aim at, and 
be ambitious of, in all our devotions, whether 
men accept us or no (2 Cor. v. 9), and it is 
the most valuable blessing we can desire 
either for ourselves or others. (3.) That he 
would take his part against all his enemies : 
Smite throngh the loins of those that rise 
against him. He supposes that God’s minis- 
ters would have many enemies: some would 
hate their persons for their faithfulness, and 
would endeavour to do them a mischief; 
others would envy them their maintenance, 
and endeavour sacrilegiously to deprive thein 
of it ; others would oppose them in the execu- 
tion of their office, and not submit to the 
sentence of the priests ; and some would aim 
to overthrow the office itself. Now he prays 
that God would blast all such attempts, and 
return the mischief upon the heads of the 
authors. ‘This prayer isa prophecy that God 
will certainly reckon with those that are 
enemies to his ministers, and will keep up a 
ministry in his church to the end of time, in 
spite of all the designs of the gates of hell 
against it. Saul rose up against the Lord’s 
priests (1 Sam. xxii. 18), and this filled the 
measure of his sin. 


12 And of Benjamin he said, The be- 
loved of the Lorp shall dwell in safety 
by him; and the LORD shall cover 
him all the day long, and he shall 
dwell between his shoulders. 13 
And of Joseph he said, Blessed of 
the Lorp be his land, for the pre- 
cious things of heaven, for the dew, 
and for the deep that coucheth be- 
neath, 14 And for the precious fruits 
brought forth by the sun, and for the 
precious things putforth by the moon, 
15 And for the chief things of the an- 
cient mountains, and for the precious 
things of the lasting hills, 16 And 
for the precious things of the earth 
and fulness thereof, and for the good 
will of him that dwelt in the bush : 
let the blessing come upon the head 
of Joseph, and upon the top of the 
head of him that was separated from 
his brethren. 17 His glory is like 
the firstling of his bullock, and his 
horns are like the horns of unicorns: 
with them he shall push the people 
together to the ends of the earth: 
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and they are the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, and they are the thousands 
of Manasseh. 


Here is, I. The blessing of Benjamin 


cause the temple, where the priests’ work 
lay, was just upon the edge of the lot of this 
tribe ; and it is put before Joseph because of 
the dignity of Jerusalein (part of which was 
in this tribe) above Samaria, which was in the 
tribe of Ephraim, and because Benjamin ad- 
hered to the house of David, and to the 
temple of the Lord, when the rest of the 
tribes deserted both with Jeroboam. 1. Ben- 
jamin is here called the beloved of the Lord, 
as the father of this tribe was Jacob’s beloved 
son, the son of his right hand. Note, Those 
are blessed indeed that are beloved of the 
Lord. Saul the first king, and Paul the great 
apostle, were both of this tribe. 2. He is 
here assured of the divine protection: he shall 
dwell safely. Note, Those are safe whom 
God loves, Ps. xci. 1. 3. lt is here inti- 
inated that the temple in which God would 
dwell should be built in the borders of this 
tribe. Jerusalem the holy city was in the lot 
of this tribe (Josh. xviii. 28); and though 
Zion, the city of David, is supposed to be- 
long to Judah, yet Mount Moriah, on which 
the temple was built, was in Benjamin’s lot. 
God is therefore said to dwell between his 
shoulders, because the temple stood on that 
mount, as the head of a man upon his shoul- 
ders. And by this means Benjamin was 
covered all the day long under the protection 
of the sanctuary (Ps. cxxv. 2), which is often 
spoken of as a place of refuge, Ps. xxvii. 4, 5; 
Neh. vi. 10. Benjamin, dwelling by the 
temple of God, dwelt in safety by him. Note, 
It is a happy thing to be in the neighbour- 
hood of the temple. This situation of Ben- 
jamin, it is likely, was the only thing that 
kept that tribe in adherence with Judah to 
the divine institutions, when the other ten 
tribes apostatized. ‘Those have corrupt and 
wicked hearts indeed who, the nearer they 
are to the church, are so much the further 
from God. 

II. The blessing of Joseph, including both 
Manasseh and Ephraim. in Jacob’s blessing 
(Gen. xlix.) that of Joseph is the largest, and 
so it is here; and thence Moses here borrows 
the title he gives to Joseph (v. 16), that he 
was separated from his brethren, or, as it 
might be read, a Nazarite among them, both 
in regard of his piety, wherein it appears, by 
many instances, he excelled them all, and of 
his dignity in Egypt, where he was both 
their ruler and benefactor. His brethren 
separated him from them by making him a 
slave, but God distinguished him from them 
by making him a prince. Now the bless- 
ings here prayed for, and prophesied of, for 
this tribe, are great plenty and great power. 

1. Great plenty, v. 13—16. In general: 
Blessed of the Lord be his land. ‘Yhose were 
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very fruitful conntries that fell into the lot of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, yet Moses prays 
they might be watered with the blessing of 
God, which makes rich, and on which all 
.fruitfulness depends. Now, 

(1.) He enumerates many particulars which 
he prays may contribute to the wealth and 
abundance of those two tribes, looking up to 
the Creator for the benefit and serviceable- 
ness of all the inferior creatures, for they are 
all that to us which he makes them to be. 
He prays, [1.] For seasonable rains and dews, 
the precions things of heaven ; and so precious 
they are, though but pure water, that with- 
out them the fruits of the earth would all 
fail and be cut off. [2.] For plentiful springs, 
which help to make the earth fruitful, called 
here the deep that coucheth beneath ; both are 
the rivers of God (Ps. lxv. 9), for he is the 
Father of the rain (Job xxxviii. 28), and he 
made particularly the fountains of waters, 
Rey. xiv. 7. [3.] For the benign influences 
of the heavenly bodies (w. 14), for the precious 
fruits (the word signifies that which is most 
excellent, and the best in its kind) put forth 
by the quickening heat of the sun, and the 
cooling moisture of the moon. “Let them 
have the yearly fruits in their several months, 
according to the course of nature, in one 
month olives, in another dates,’ &c. So 
some understand it. [4.] For the fruitful- 
ness even of their hills and mountains, which 
in other countries used to be barren (v. 15): 
Let them have the chief things of the ancient 
mountains ; and, if the mountains be fruit- 
ful, the fruits on them will be first and best 
ripened. ‘They are called ancient mountains, 
not because prior in time to other mountains, 
but because, like the first-born, they were 
superior in worth and excellency; and last- 
ing hills, not only because as other moun- 
tains they were immovable (Hab. iii. 6), but 
because the fruitfulness of them should con- 
tinue. [5.] For the productions of the lower 
grounds (v. 16): For the precious things of 
the earth. ‘Though the earth itself seems a 
useless worthless lump of matter, yet there 
are precious things produced out of it, for 
the support and comfort of human life. Job 
xxviii. 5, Out of it cometh bread, because 
out of it came our bodies, and to it they 
must return. But what are the precious 
things of the earth to a soul that came from 
God and must return to him? Or what is 
its fulness to the fulness that is in Christ, 
whence we receive grace for grace? Some 
make these precious things here prayed for 
to be figures of spiritual blessings in heavenly 
things by Christ, the gifts, graces, and com- 
forts of the Spirit. 

(2.) He crowns all with the good-will, or 
favourable acceptance, of him that dwelt in 
the bush (v. 16), that is, of God, that God who 
appeared to Moses in the bush that burned 
and was not consumed (Exod. iii. 2), to give 
him his commission for the bringing of Is- 
rael out of Egypt. ‘Though God’s glory ap- 
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peared there but for a while, yet it is said to 
dwell there, because it continued as long as 
there was occasion forit: the good-will of the 
shechinah in the bush; so it might be read, 
for shechinuh signifies that which dwelleth ; 
and, though it was but a little while a dweller 
in the bush, yet it continued to dwell with 
the people of Israel. My dwellerin the bush ; 
so it should be rendered; that was an ap- 
pearance of the divine Majesty to Moses only, 
in token of the particular interest he had in 
God, which he desires to improve for the 
good of this tribe. Many a time God had 
appeared to Moses, but now that he is just 
dying he seems to have the most pleasing 
remembrance of that which was the first time, 
when his acquaintance with the visions of 
the Almighty first began, and his correspond- 
ence with heaven was first settled: that was 
a time of love never to be forgotten. It was 
at the bush that God declared himself the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and so 
confirmed the promise made to the fathers, 
that promise which reached as far as the re- 
surrection of the body and eternal life, as 
appears by our Saviour’s argument from it, 
Luke xx. 37. So that, when he prays for 
the good-will of him that dwelt in the bush, 
he has an eye to the covenant then and there 
renewed, on which all our hopes of Gad’s 
favour must be bottomed. Now he concludes 
this large blessing with a prayer for the fa- 
vour or good-will of God, [1.] Because that 
is the fountain and spring-head of all these 
blessings; they are the gifts of God’s good- 
will; they are so to his own people, whatever 
they are to others. Indeed when Ephraim 
(a descendant from Joseph) slid back from 
God, as a backsliding heifer, those fruits of 
his country were so far from being the gifts 
of God’s good-will that they were intended 
but to fatten him for the slaughter, as a lamb 
in a large place, Hos. iv. 16,17. [2.] Be- 
cause that is the comfort and sweetness of all 
these blessings; then we have joy of them 
when we taste God’s good-will in them. 
[3.] Because that is better than all these, in- 
finitely better; for if we have but the favour 
and good-will of God we are happy, and may 
be easy in the want of all these things, and 
may rejoice in the God of our salvation though 
the fig-tree do not blossom, and there be no 
Jruit in the vine, Hab. iii. 17, 18. 

2. Great power Joseph is here blessed with, 
v.17. Here are three instances of his power 
foretold :—(1.) His authority among his bre- 
thren: His glory is like the firstling of his 
bullock, or young bull, which is a stately 
creature, and therefore was formerly used as 
an emblem of royal majesty. Joshua, who 
was to succeed Moses, was of the tribe ot 
Ephraim the son of Joseph, and his glory 
was indeed illustrious, and he was an honour 
to his tribe. In Ephraim was the royal city 
of the ten tribes afterwards. And of Ma- 
nasseh were Gideon, Jephthah, and Jair, who 
were all ornaments and blessings to their 
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country. Some think he is compared to the 
firstling of the bullock because the birthright 
which Reuben lost devolved upon Joseph 
(1 Chron. v. 1, 2), and to the firstling of his 
bullock, because Bashan, which was in the 
lot of Manasseh, was famous for bulls and 
cows, Ps. xxii. 12; Amos iv. 1. (2.) His 
force against his enemies and victory over 
them: His horns are like the horn of a uni- 
corn, that is, “ The forces he shall bring into 
the field shall be very strong and formidable, 
and with them he shall push the people,” that 
is, “ He shall overcome all that stand in his 
way.” It appears from the Ephraimites’ 
contests, both with Gideon (Judg. viii. 1) 
and with Jephthah (Judg. xii. 1), that they 
were a warlike tribe and fierce. Yet we find 
the children of Ephraim, when they had for- 
saken the covenant of God, though they were 
armed, turning back in the day of battle (Ps. 
]xxvili. 9, 10); for, though here pronounced 
strong and bold as unicorns, when God had 
departed from them they became as weak as 
other men. (3.) The numbers of his people, 
in which Ephraim, though the younger house, 
exceeded, Jacob having, in the foresight of 
the same thing, crossed hands, Gen. xl viii. 19. 
They are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and 
the thousands of Manasseh. Jonathan’s Tar- 
gum applies it to the ten thousands of Ca- 
naanites conquered by Joshua, who was of 
the tribe of Ephraim, and the thousands of 
Midianites conquered by Gideon, who was of 
the tribe of Manasseh. And the gloss of the 
Jerusalem Targum upon the former part of 
this verse is observable, that ‘‘as the firstlings 
of the bullock were never to be worked, nor 
could the unicorn ever be tamed, so Joseph 
should ever continue free; and they would 
have continued free if they had not by sin 
sold themselves.” 

18 And of Zebulun he said, Re- 
joice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and, 
Issachar, in thy tents. 19 They shall 
call the people unto the mountain; 
there they shall offer sacrifices of righ- 
teousness: for they shall suck of the 
abundance of the seas, and of trea- 
sures hid in the sand. 20 And of 
Gad he said, Blessed be he that en- 
largeth Gad: he dwelieth as a lion, 
and teareth the arm with the crown 
of the head. 21 And he provided the 
first part for himself, because there, 
in a portion of the lawgiver, was he 
seated; and he came with the heads 
of the people, he executed the justice 
of the Lorn, and his judgments with 
Israel. 

Here we have, I. The blessings of Zebulun 
and Issachar put together, for they were both 
the sons of Jacob by Leah, and by their lot in 
Canaan they were neighbours ; it is foretold, 
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1. That they should both have a comtort- 
able settlement and employment, v. 18. Ze- 
bulun must rejoice, for he shall have cause 
to rejoice; and Moses prays that he may 
have cause in his going out, either to war 
(fer Zebulun jeoparded their lives in the high 
places of the field, Judg. v. 18), or rather to 
sea, for Zebulun was a haven of ships, Gen. 
xlix. 13. And Issachar must rejoice in his 
tents, that is, in his business at home, his 
husbandry, to which the men of that tribe 
generally confined themselves, because they 
saw that rest was good, and when the sea 
was rough the land was pleasant, Gen. xlix. 
14,15. Observe here, (1.) That the provi- 
dence of God, as it variously appoints the 
bounds of men’s habitation, some in the city 
and some in the country, some in the sea- 
ports and some in the inland towns, so it 
wisely disposes men’s inclinations to dif- 
ferent employments for the good of the pub- 
lic, as each member of the body is situated 
and qualified for the service of the whole. 
The genius of some men leads them to a 
book, of others to the sea, of others to the 
sword; some are inclined to rural affairs, 
others to trade, and some have a turn for 
mechanics; and it is well it is so. If the 
whole body were an eye, where were the hear- 
ing ? 1 Cor. xii. 17. It was for the common 
good of Israel that the men of Zebulun were 
merchants and that the men of Issachar were 
husbandmen. (2.) That whatever our place 
and business are it is our wisdom and duty 
to accommodate ourselves to them, and it is 
a great happiness to be well pleased with 
them. Let Zebulun rejoice in his going 
out; let him thank God for the gains and 
make the best of the losses and inconve- 
niences of his merchandise, and not despise 
the meanness, nor envy the quietness, of Is- 
sachar’s tents. Let Issachar rejoice in his 
tents, let him be well pleased with the re- 
tirements and content with the small profits 
of his country seats, and not grudge that he 
has not Zebulun’s pleasure of travelling and 
profit of trading. Every business has both 
its conveniences and inconveniences, and 
therefore whatever Providence has made our 
business we ought to bring our minds to it; 
and it is really a great happiness, whatever 
our lot is, to be easy with it. This is the gift 
of God, Eccl. v. 19. 

2. That they should both be serviceable in 
their places to the honour of God and the in- 
terests of religion in the nation (w. 19): They 
shall call the people to the mountain, that is, 
to the temple, which Moses foresaw should 
be built npon a mountain. I see not why 
this should be confined (as it is by most in- 
terpreters) to Zebulun ; if both Zebulun and 
Issachar received the comforts of their re- 
spective employments, why may we not sup- 
pose that they both took care to give God the 
glory of them? Two things they shall do 
for God :— 

(1.) They shall invite others to his service. 
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Call the people to the mountain |1.] Zebu- 
lun shall improve his acquaintance and coin- 
merce with the neighbouring nations, to 
whom he goes out, for this noble purpose, to 
propagate religion among them, and to invite 
them into the service of the God of Israel. 
Note, Men of great business, or large con- 
versation, should wisely and zealously en- 
deavour to recommend the practice of serious 
godliness to those with whom they converse 
and among whom their business lies. Such 
are blessed, for they are blessings. It were 
well if the enlargement of trade with foreign 
countries might be made to contribute to the 
spreading of the gospel. This prophecy con- 
cerning Zebulun perhaps looks as far as the 
preaching of Christ and his apostles, which 
began in the land of Zebulun (Matt. iv. 14, 
15); then they called the people to the moun- 
tain, that is, to the kingdom of the Messiah, 
which 1s called the mountain of the Lord’s 
house, Isa. ii. 2. [2.] Issachar that tarries 
at home, and dwells in tents, shall call upon 
his neighbours to go up to the sanctuary at 
the times appointed for their solemn feasts, 
either because they should be more zealous 
and forward than their neighbours (and it 
has been often observed that though those that 
with Zebulun dwell in the haven of ships, 
which are places of concourse, have com- 
monly more of the light of religion, those that 
with Issachar dwell in tents in the country 
have more of the life and heat of it), and may 
therefore with their zeal provoke those to a 
holy emulation that have more knowledge 
(Ps. exxii. 1); or because they were more ob- 
servant of the times appointed for their feasts 
than others were. One of the Chaldee pa- 
raphrasts reads the foregoing verse, Rejoice, 
Issachar, in the tents of thy schools, supposing 
they would many of them be scholars, and 
would use their learning for that purpose, 
according to the revolutions of the year, to 
give notice of the times of the feasts; for al- 
manacs were not then so common as they 
are now. And Onkelos more particularly, 
Rejoice, Issachar, when thou gaest to compute 
the times of the solemnities at Jerusalem; for 
then the tribes of Israel shall be gathered to 
the mountain of the house of the sanctuary. 
So he reads the beginning of this verse; and 
many think this the meaning of that charac- 
ter of the men of Issachar in David’s time, 
That they had understanding of the times to 
know what Israel ought to do, 1 Chron. xii. 
32. And the character which follows (v. 33) 
of the men of Zebulun, that they were such 
as went forth to battle, expert in war, perhaps 
may explain the blessing of that tribe here. 
Note, Those that have not opportunity as 
Zebulun had of bringing into the church 
those that are without may yet be very ser- 
viceable to its interest by helping to quicken, 
encourage, and build up, those that are within. 
And it is good work to call people to God’s 
ordinances, to put those in remembrance that 
are forgetful, and to stir up those that are 
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slothful, who wil follow, but care not to 
lead. 

(2.) They shall not only invite others to 
the service of God, but they shall abound in 
it themselves: There they shall offer sacrifices 
of righteousness. They shall not send others 
to the temple and stay at home themselves, 
under pretence that they cannot leave their 
business; but, when they stir up others to 
go speedily to pray before the Lord, they shall 
say, We will go also, as it is Zech. viii. 21. 
Note, The good we exhort others to we 
should ourselves be examples of. And, when 
they come to the temple, they shall not ap- 
pear before the Lord empty, but shall bring 
for the honour and service of God according 
as he has prospered them, 1 Cor, xvi. 2. [1.] 
It is here foretold that both these tribes 
should grow rich. Zebulun that goes abroad 
shall suck of the abundance of the seas, which 
are full breasts to the merchants, while Issa- 
char, that tarries at home, shall enrich him- 
self with treasures hidin the sands, either the 
fruits of the earth or the underground trea- 
sures of metals and minerals, or (because the 
word for sand here signifies properly the sand 
of the sea) the rich things thrown up by the 
sea, for the lot of Issachar reached to the 
sea-side. Perhaps their success in calling 
the people to the mount is intimated by their 
sucking of the abundance of the seas, for we 
have a like phrase used for the bringing in of 
the nations to the church (Isa. lx. 5), The 
abundance of the sea shall be converted unto 
thee, and (v. 16), Thou shalt suck the milk of 
the Gentiles. it is foretold, [2.] That these 
tribes, being thus enriched, should consecrate 
their gain unto the Lord, and their substance 
unto the Lord of the whole earth, Mic. iv. 13. 
The merchandise of Zebulun, and the hire of 
Issachar, shall be hodiness to the Lord (Isa. 
xxiii. 18), for thereof they shall offer sacri- 


fices of righteousness, that is, sacrifices ac- 


cording to the law. Note, We must serve 
and honour God with what we have; and 
where he sows plentifully he expects to reap 
accordingly. Those that suck of the abund- 
ance of the seas, and of the treasures hid in 
the sand, ought to offer sacrifices of righteous- 
ness proportionable. 

II. The blessing of the tribe of Gad comes 
next, v. 20, 21. ‘Chis was one of the tribes 
that was already seated on that side Jordan 
where Moses now was. Now, 

1. He foretels what this tribe would be, 
v. 20. (1.) That it would be enlarged, as at 
present it had a spacious allotment; and he 
gives God the glory both of its present and 
of its future extent: Blessed be he that en- 
lurgeth Gad. We find how this tribe was 
enlarged by their success in a war which it 
seems they carried on very religiously against 
the Hagarites, 1 Chron. v.19, 20, 22. Note, 
God is to have the glory of all our enlarge- 
ments. (2.) That it would be a valiant and 
victorious tribe, would, if let alone, dwell se- 
cure and fearless as a lion; but, if provoked, 
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, possess thou the we 
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would, like a lon, tear the arm with the crown 
of the head ; that is, would pull in pieces all 
that stood in his way, both the arm (that is, 
the strength) and the crown of the head (that 
18, the policy and authority) of his enemies. 
In David’s time there were Gadites whose 
faces were as the faces of lions, 1 Chron. xii. 
8. Some reckon Jehu to be of this tribe, 
because the first mention we have of him is 
at Ramoth Gilead, which belonged to Gad, and 
they think this may refer to his valiant acts. 
2. He commends this tribe for what they 
had done and were now doing, v. 21. (1.) 
They had done very wisely for themselves, 
when they chose their lot with the first, in a 
country already conquered: He provided the 
first part for himself ; though he had a con- 
cern for his brethren, yet his charity began 
at home, and he was willing to see himself 
first served, first settled. The Gadites were 
the first and most active movers for an allot- 
ment on that side Jordan, and therefore are 
still mentioned before the Reubenites in the 
history of that affair, Num. xxxii. 2. And 
thus, while the other tribes had their portion 
assigned them by Joshua the conqueror, Gad 
and his companions had theirs from Moses 
the law-giver, and in it they were seated by 
law ; or (as the wora is) covered or protected 
by a special providence which watched over 
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be acceptable to his brethren, and let 
him dip his foot in oil. 25 Thy shoes 
shall be iron and brass; and as thy 
days, so shall thy strength be. 

Here is, I. The blessing of Dan, v. 22. 
Jacob in his blessing had compared him toa 
serpent for subtlety; Moses compares him 
to a lion for courage and resolution: and 
what could stand before those that had the 
head of a serpent and the heart of a lion? 
He is compared to the lions that leaped from 
Bashan, a mountain noted for fierce lions, 
whence they came down to leap upon their 
prey in the plains. ‘This may refer either, 1. 
To the particular victories obtained by Sam- 
son (who was of this tribe) over the Philis- 
tines. The Spirit of the Lord began to move 
him in the camp of Dan when he was very 
young, asa lion’s whelp, so that in his attacks 
upon the Philistines he surprised them, and 
overpowered them by main strength, as a 
lion does his prey; and one of his first ex- 
ploits was the rending of a lion. Or, 2. To 
a more general achievement of that tribe, 
when a party of them, upon information 
brought them of the security of Laish, which 
lay in the furthest part of the land of Canaan 
from them, surprised it, and soon made 
themselves masters of it. See Judg. xviii. 27. 


those that were left behind, while the men of | And, the mountains of Bashan lying not far 


war went forward with their brethren. Note, 
Men will praise thee when thou doest well for 
thyself (when thou providest first for thyself, 
as Gad did), Ps. xlix. 18. And God will 
praise thee when thou doest well for thy soul, 
which is indeed thyself, and providest the 
first part for that in a portion from the law- 
giver. (2.) They were now doing honestly 
and bravely for their brethren; for they came 
with the heads of the people, before whom 


from that city, probably thence they made 
their descent upon it; and therefore are here 
said to leap from Bashan. 

II. The blessing of Naphtali, v. 23. He 
looks upon this tribe with wonder, and ap- 
plauds it: “O Naphtali, thou art happy, 
thou shalt be so, mayest thou be ever so!” 
Three things make up the happiness of this 
tribe :—1. Be thou satisfied with favour. 
Some understand it of the favour of men, 


they went armed over Jordan, to execute the ; their good-will and good word. Jacob had 
justice of the Lord upon the Canaanites, un- ; described this tribe to be, generally, courteous 
der the conduct of Joshua, to whom we after- | obliging people, giving goodly words, as the 
wards find they solemnly vowed obedience, į loving hind, Gen. xlix.21. Now what should 


Josh. i. 12, 16. 
took to do when they had their łot assigned 
them, Num. xxxii. 27. This they did, Josh. 
iv. 12. 


And, when the wars of Canaan were | vour. 


This was what they under- | they get by being so? Moses here tells them 


they should have an interest in the affections 
of their neighbours, and be satisfied with fa- 
Those that are loving shall be beloved 


ended, Joshua dismissed them with a bless- | But others understand it of the favour of 
ing, Josh. xxii. 7. Note, It is a blessed and | God, and with good reason ; for that only is 
honourable thing to be helpful to our bre- {the favour that is satisfying to the soul and 
thren in their affairs, and particularly to assist | puts true gladness into the heart. Those are 
in executing the justice of the Lord by sup- | happy indeed that have the favour of God: 


pressing that which is provoking to him: it 


and those shall have it that place their satis- 


was this that was counted to Phinehas for | faction in it, and reckon that, in having that, 


righteousness. 

22 And of Dan he said, Dan is a 
lion’s whelp: he shali leap from Ba- 
shan. 23 And of Naphtali he said, 
O Naphtalh, satisfied with favour, and 
full with the blessing of the Lorp: 
and the south. 
24 And of Asher he said, Leé Asher 


be blessed with children; let him 
VOL. I. 


they have enough and desire no more. 2 
Be thou full with the blessing of the Lord 
that is, not only with those good things that 
are the fruits of the blessing (corn, and wine, 
and oil), but with the blessing itself; that is, 
the grace of God, according to his promise 
and covenant. ‘Those who have that blessing 
may well reckon themselves full: they need 
nothing else to make them happy. “The 
portion of the tribe of Naphtali” (the Jews 
say) “was so fruitful, and the productions so 
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forward, though it lay north, that those of 
that tribe were generally the first that brought 
their first-frnits to the temple ; and so they 
had first the blessing from the priest, which 
was the blessing of the Lord.” Capernaum, 
in which Christ chiefly resided, lay in this 
tribe. 3. Be thou in possession of the sea 
and the south ; so it may be read, that is, of 
that sea which shall lie south of thy lot, that 
was the sea of Galilee, which we so often 
read of in the gospels, directly north of which 
the lot of this tribe lay, and which was of 
great advantage to this tribe, witness the 
wealth of Capernaum and Bethsaida, which 
lay within this tribe, and upon the shore of 
that sea. See how Moses was guided by a 
spirit of prophesy in these blessings ; for be- 
fore the lot was cast into the lap he foresaw 
and foretold how the disposal of it would be. 

III. The blessing of Asher, v. 24, 25. 
Four things he prays for and prophecies con- 
cerning this tribe, which carries blessedness 
in its name; for Leah called the father of it 
Asher, saying, Happy am I, Gen. xxx. 13. 1. 
The increase of their numbers. They were 
now a numerous tribe, Num. xxvi. 47. “ Let 
it be more so: Let Asher be blessed with child- 
ren.’ Note, Children, especially children of 
the covenant, are blessings, not burdens. 2. 
Their interest in their neighbours: Let him 
be acceptable to his brethren. Note, It is a 
very desirable thing to have the love and 
good-will of those we live among: it is what 
we should pray to God for, who has all hearts 
in his hand; and what we should endeavour 
to gain by meekness and humility, and a 
readiness, as we have ability and opportunity, 
to do good to all men. 3. The richness of 
their land. (1.) Above ground: Let him dip 
his foot in oil, that is, “ Let him have such 
plenty of it in his Jot that he may not only 
anoint his head with it, but,if he please, 
wash his feet in it,’ which was not com- 
monly done; yet we find onr blessed Saviour 
so acceptable to his brethren that his feet 
were anointed with the most precious oint- 
ment, Luke vii. 46. (2.) Under ground: 
Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, that is, 
“Thou shalt have great plenty of these 
metals (mines of them) in thy own ground, 
whic by an uncommon blessing shall have 
both its surface and its bowels rich:” or, if 
they had them not as the productions of their 
own country, they should have them imported 
from abroad; for the lot of this tribe lay on 
the sea-coast. The Chaldee paraphrasts un- 
derstand this figuratively: “ Thou shalt be 
strong and bright, as iron and brass.” 4. 
The continuance of their strength and vigour: 
ds thy days, so shall thy strength be. Many 
paraphrase it thus, “The strength of thy old 
age shall be like that of thy youth; thou 
shalt not feel a decay, nor be the worse for 
the wearing, but shalt renew thy youth; as 
if not thy shoes only, but thy bones, were 
iron and brass.” ‘The day is often in scrip- 
ture put for the events of the day ; and, taking 
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it so here, it is a promise that God would 
graciously support them under their trials 
and troubles, whatever they were. And so it 
is a promise sure to all the spiritual seed of 
Abraham, that God will wisely proportion 
their graces and comforts to the services and 
sufferings he calls them out to. Have they 
work appointed them? They shall have 
strength to do it. Have they burdens ap- 
pointed them? They shall have strength to 
bear them ; and never be tempted above that 
they are able. Faithful is he that has thus 
promised, and hath caused us to hope in this 
promise. 


26 There is none like unto the God 
of Jeshurun, who rideth upon the 
heaven in thy help, and in his excel- 
lency on the sky. 27 The eternal 
God is thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlasting arms: and he 
shall thrust out the enemy from be- 
fore thee ; and shall say, Destroy them. 
28 Israel then shall dwell in safety 
alone: the fountain of Jacob shall be 
upon a land of corn and wine; also 
his heavens shall drop down dew. 29 
Happy art thou, O Israel: who is like 
unto thee, O people saved by the 
Lorp, the shield of thy help, and 
who 7s the sword of thy excellency ! 
and thine enemies shall be found liars 
unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon 
their high places. 


These are the last words of all that ever 
Moses, that great writer, that great dictator, 
either wrote himself or had written from his 
dictation; they are therefore very remarkable, 
and no doubt we shall find them very im- 
proving. Moses, the man of God (who had 
as much reason as ever any mere man had to 
know both), with his last breath magnifies 
both the God of Israel and the Israel of God. 
They are both incomparable in his eye; and 
we are sure that in this his judgment of both 
his eye did not wax dim. 

I. No God like the God of Israel. None of 
the gods of the nations were capable of doing 
that for their worshippers which Jehovah 
did for his: There is none like unto the God of 
Jeshurun, v. 26. Note, When we are ex- 
pecting that God should bless us in doing 
well for us we must bless him by speaking 
well of him : and one of the most solemn 
ways of praising God is by acknowledging 
that there is none like him. Now, 1. ‘This 
was the honour of Israel. Every nation boasted 
of its god; but none had such a God to boast 
of as Israel had. 2. It was their happiness 
that they were taken into covenant with such 
a God. Two things he takes notice of as +» 
proofs of the incontestable pre-eminence of 
the God of Jeshurun above all other gods :— 
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1.) His sovereign power and authority: He 
rides upon the heavens, and with the greatest 
state and magnificence on the skies. Riding 
on the heavens denotes his greatness and 
glory, in which he manifests himself to the 
upper world, and the use he makes of the 
influences of heaven, and the productions of 
the clouds, in bringing to pass his own 
counsels in this lower world: he manages 
and directs them as a man does the horse he 
rides on. When he has any thing to do for 
liis people he rides upon the heavens to do it; 
for he does it swiftly and strongly: no enemy 
can either anticipate or obstruct the progress 
of him that rides on the heavens. (2.) His 
boundless eternity; he is the eternal God, 
and his arms are everlasting, v. 27. The 
gods of the heathen were but lately invented, 
and would shortly perish; but the God of 
Jeshurun is eternal: he was before all worlds, 
and will be when time and days shall be no 
more. Sce Hab. i. 12. 

II. No people like the Israel of God. 
Having pronounced each tribe happy, in the 
close he pronounces all together very happy, 
so happy in all respects that there was no 
nation under the sun comparable to them 
(v. 29): Happy art thou, O Israel, a people 
whose God is the Lord, on that account truly 
happy, and none like unto thee. If Israel 
honour God as a non-such God, he will 
favour them so as to make them a non-such 
people, the envy of all their neighbours and 
the joy of all their well-wishers. Iho is 
like unto thee, O people? Behold, thou art 
fair, my love, says Christ of his spouse. 
To which she presently returns, Behold, thou 
art fair, my beloved. What one nation (no, 
not all the nations together) is like thy people 
Israel? 2 Sam. vii. 23. What is here said of 
the church of Israel and the honours and 
privileges of it is: certainly to be applied to 
the church of the first-born, that are written 
in heaven. The Christian church is the 
Israel of God, as the apostle calls it (Gal. vi. 
16), on which there shall be peace, and which 
is dignified above all societies in the world, 
as Israel was. 

1. Never were people so well seated and 
sheltered (v. 27): The eternal God is thy 
refuge. Or, as the word signifies. “ thy 
habitation, or mansion-house, in which thou 
art safe, and easy, and at rest, as a man in 
his own house.” Every Israelite indeed is 
at home in God; the soul returns to him, and 
reposes in him as its resting-place (Ps. cxvi. 
7), its hiding-place, Ps. xxxii. 7. And those 
that make him their habitation shall have all 
the comforts and benefits of a habitation in 
him Ps. xci. 1. Moses had an eye to God 
as the habitation of Israel when they were 
wandering in the wilderness (Ps. xc. 1): 
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all 
generations. And now that they were going 
to settle in Canaan they must not change 
their habitation; still they will need, and 
still they shall have, the eternal God for their 
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dwelling-place; without him Canaan itself 
would be a wilderness, and a land of dark- 
ness. 

2. Never were people so well supported 
and borne up: Underneath are the everlast- 
ing arms; that is, the almighty power of 
God is engaged for the protection and con- 
solation of all that trust in him, in their 
greatest straits and distresses, and under 
their heaviest burdens. The everlasting arms 
shall support, (1.) The interests of the 
church in general, that they shall not sink, 
or be run down; underneath the church is 
that rock of ages on which it is built, and 
against which the gates of hell shall never 
prevail, Matt. xvi. 18. (2.) The spirits or 
particular believers, so that, though they 
may be oppressed, they shall not be over- 
whelmed by any trouble. How low soever 
the people of God are at any time brought, 
everlasting arms are underneath them to 
keep the spirit from sinking, from fainting, 
and the faith from failing, even when they 
are pressed above measure. The everlasting 
covenant, and the everlasting consolations 
that flow from it, are indeed everlasting arms, 
with which believers have been wonderfully 
sustained, and kept cheerful in the worst of 
times; divine grace is sufficient for them, 
2 Cor. xii. 9. 

3. Never werc people so well commanded 
and led on to battle: “ He shall thrust out 
the enemy from before thee by his almighty 
power, which will make room for thee; and 
by a commission which will bear thee out 
he shall say, Destroy them.” They were now 
entering upon a land that was in the full 
possession of a strong and formidable peo- 
ple, and who, being its first planters, looked 
upon themselves as its rightful owners ; how 
shall Israel justify, and how shall they ac- 
complish, the expulsion of them? (1.) God 
will give them a commission to destroy the 
Canaanites, and that will justify them, and 
bear them out in it, against all the world. 
He that is sovereign Lord of all lives and all 
lands not only allowed and permitted, but 
expressly commanded and appointed the 
children of Israel both to take possession of 
the land of Canaan and to put to the sword 
the people of Canaan, which, being thus au- 
thorized, they might not only lawfully but 
honourably do, without incurring the least 
stain or imputation of theft by the one or 
murder by the other. (2.) God will give 
them power and ability to destroy them; 
nay, he will in effect doit to their hands: he 
will thrust out the enemy from before them ; 
for the very fear of Israel shall put them to 
flight. God drove out the heathen to plant his 
people, Ps. xliv. 2. ‘Thus believers are more 
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than conquerors over their spiritual enemies, 

through Christ that loved them. The cap- 

tain of our salvation thrust out the enemy 

from before us when he overcame the world 

and spoiled principalities and powers on the 

cross: and the word of commard +o us is, 
833 
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* Destroy them ; pursue the victory, and you 
shall divide the spoil.” 

4, Never were people so well secured and 
protected (v. 28): Israel shall then dwell in 
safety alone. ‘Those that dwell in God, and 
make his name their strong tower, dwell in 
safety ; the place of their defence is the muni- 
tions of rocks, Ysa. xxxiii. 16. They shall 
dwell in safety alone. (1.) Though alone. 
‘hough they contract no alliances with their 
neighbours, nor have any reason to expect 
help or succour from any of them, yet they 
shall dwell in safety; they shall really be 
safe, and they shall think themselves so. 
(2.) Because alone. ‘They shall dwell in 
safety as long as they continue pure, and 
unmixed with the heathen, a singular and 
peculiar people. ‘Their distinction from 
other nations, though it made them like a 
speekled bird (Jer. xii. 9), and exposed them 
to the ill-will of those about them, yet was 
really their preservation from the mischief 
their neighbours wished them, as it kept 
them under the divine protection. All that 
keep close to God shall be kept safely by 
him. It is promised that in the kingdom of 
Christ Israel shall dwell safely, Jer. xxiii. 6. 

5. Never were people so well provided for : 
The fountain of Jacob (that is, the present 
generation of that people, which is as the 
fountain to all the streams that shall here- 
after descend and be derived from it) shall 
now presently be fixed upon a good land. 
The eye of Jacob (so it might be read, for the 
same word signifies a fountain and an eye) 
is upon the land of corn and wine, that is, 
where they now lay encamped they had Ca- 
naan in their eye, it was just before their 
faces, on the other side the river, and they 
would have it in their hands and under their 
feet quickly. This land upon which they 
had set their eye was blessed both with the 
fatness of the earth and the dew of heaven ; 
it was a land of corn and wine, substantial 
and useful productions: also his heavens (as 
if the heavens were particularly designed to 
be blessings to that land) shall drop down 
dew, without whieh, though the soil were 
evcr so good, the corn and wine would soon 
fail. Every Israelite indeed has his eye, the 
eye of faith, upon the better country, the 
heavenly Canaan, which is richly replenished 
with better things than corn and wine. 

6. Never were people so well helped. If 
they were in any strait, God himself rode 
upon the heavens for their help, v.26. And 
they were a people saved by the Lord, v. 29. 
If they were in danger of any harm, or in 
want of any good, they had an eternal God 
to go to, an almighty power to trust to; no- 
thing could hurt those whom God helped, 
nor was it possible that that people should 
perish which was saved by the Lord. ‘Those 
that are added to the gospel Israel are sueh as 
shall be saved, Acts ii. 47. 

7. Never were people so well armed. God 
himself was the shield of their heip by whom 
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they were armed defensively, and sufficiently 
guarded against all assailants: and he was 
the sword of their excellency, by whom they 
were armed offensively, and made both for- 
midable and successful in all their wars. 
God is called the sword of their exeellency 
because, in fighting for them, he made them 
to excel other people, or because in all 
he did for them he had an eye to his sanc- 
tuary among them, which is called the ex- 
eelleney of Jacob, Ps. xlvii. 4; Ezek. xxiv. 
21; Amos vi. 8. ‘Those in whose hearts is 
the excellency of holiness have God himself 
for their shield and sword—are defended by 
the whole armour of God; his word is their 
sword, and faith in it is their shield, Eph. vi. 
16, 17. 

8. Never were people so well assured of 
victory over their enemies: They shall be 
found liars unto thee; that is, ‘‘ shall be 
foreed to submit to thee sorely against their 
will, so that it will be but a counterfeit sub- 
mission; yet the point shall be gained, for 
thou shalt tread upon their neeks’’ (so the 
LXX.), which we find done, Josh. x. 24. 
“Thon shalt tread down their strong-holds, 
be they ever so high, and trample upon their 
palaces and temples, though esteemed ever 
so sacred. If thy enemies be found liars to 
thee” (so some read it), “thou shalt tread 
upon their high places; if they will not be 
held by the bonds of leagues and treaties, 
they shall be broken by the foree of war.” 
Thus shall the God of peace tread Satan 
under the feet of all believers, and shall do it 
shortly, Rom. xvi. 20. 

Now lay all this together, and then you 
will say, Happy art thou, O Israel! Who 2s 
like unto thee, O people! Thrice happy the 
people whose God is the Lerd. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


Having read how Moses finished his testimony, we are told here 
how he immediately after finished his life. This chapter could 
not be written by Moses himself, but was added by Joshua or 
Eleazar, or, as bishop Patrick conjectures, by Samuel, who was 
a prophet, and wrote by divine authurity what he found in the 
records of Joshua, and his successors the judges. We have had 
an account of his dying words, here we have an account of his 
dying work, aud that is work we must all do shortly, and it had 
need be well done. llere is, 1. The view Moses had of the land 
of Canaan just before he died, ver. 1—4. Il. His death and 
burial, ver. 5,6. IlI. His age, ver. 7. IV. Israel's mourning for 
him, ver. 8 V. lis successor, ver. 9. WI. Ilis character, ver. 
10, &e. 


ND Moses went up from the 
plains of Moab unto the moun- 

tain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
that is over against Jericho. And the 
Lorp showed him all the land ot 
Gilead, unto Dan, 2 And all Naph- 
tali, and the land of Ephraim, and 
Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, 
unto the utmost sea, 3 And the south, 
and the plain of the valley of Jericho, 
the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. +4 
And the Lorp said unto him, This 
is the land which I sware unto Abra- 
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, say- 
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ing, I will give it unto thy seed: I 
have caused thee to see 2¢ with thine 
eyes, but thou shalt not go over thi- 
ther. 

Here is, I. Moses climbing upwards 
towards heaven, as high as the top of Pisgah, 
there to die ; for that was the place appointed, 
Israel lay encamped upon 

the flat grounds in the plains of Moab, and 
thence he went up, according to order, to 
the mountain « £ Nebo, to the highest point or 
ridge of that mountain, which was called 
Pisgah, v. `. Pisgah is an appellative name 
foc all such eminences. It should seem, 
Moscs went up alone to the top of Pisgah, 
alone without help—a sign that his natural 
force was not abated when on the last day of 
his life he could walk up to the top of a high 
hill without such supporters as once he had 
when his hands were heavy (Exod. xvii. 12), 
alone without company. When he had made 
an end of blessing Israel, we may suppose, 
he solemnly took leave of Joshua, and 
Eleazar, and the rest of his friends, who 
probably brought him to the foot of the hill ; 
but then he gave them such a charge as 
Abraham gave to his servants at the foot of 
another hill: Tarry you here while I go 
yonder and die: they must not see him die, 
because they must not know of his sepulchre. 
But, whether this were so or not, he went 
up to the top of Pisgah, 1. To show that 
he was willing to die. When he knew the 
place of his death, he was so far from avoiding 
it that he cheerfully mounted a steep hill to 
come at it. Note, Those that through grace 
are well acquainted with another world, and 
have been much conversant with it, need not 
be afraid to leave this. 2. To show that he 
looked upon death as his ascension. The 
soul of a man, of a good man, when it leaves 
the body, goes upwards (Eccl. iii. 21), in con- 
formity to which motion of the soul, the 
body of Moses shall go along with it as far 
upwards as its earth will carry it. When 
God’s servants are sent for out of the world, 
the summons runs thus, Go up and die. 

II. Moses looking downward again towards 
this earth, to see the earthly Canaan into 
which he must never enter, but therein by 
faith looking forwards to the heavenly 
Canaan into whichhe should now immediately 
enter. God had threatened that he should 
not come into the possession of Canaan, and 
the threatening is fulfilled. But he had also 
promised that he should have a prospect of 
it, and the promise is here performed: The 
Lord showed him all that good land, v. 1. 
1. If he went up alone to the top of Pisgah, 
yet he was not alone, for the Father was with 
him, John xvi. 32. Ifaman has any friends, 
he will have them about him when he lies a 
dying. But if, either through God’s pro- 
vidence or their unkindness, it should so 
happen that we should then be alone, we need 
fear no evil if the great and good Shepherd 
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be with us, Ps. xxiii. 4. 2. Though his 
sight was very good, and he had all the 
advantage of high ground that he could 
desire for the prospect, yet he could not 
have seen what he now saw, all Canaan from 
end to end (reckoned about 160 miles), and 
from side to side (reckoned about fifty or 
sixty miles), if his sight had not been 
miraculously assisted and enlarged, and 
therefore it is said, The Lord showed it to 
him. Note, All the pleasant prospects we 
have of the better country we are beholden 
to the grace of God for; it is he that gives 
the spirit of wisdom as well as the spirit of 
revelation, the eyeas wellas the object. ‘This 
sight which God here gave Moses of Canaan, 
probably, the devil designed to mimic, and 
pretended to out-do, when in an airy 
phantom he showed to our Saviour, whom 
he had placed like Moses upon an exceedingly 
high mountain, allthe kingdoms of the world 
and the glory of them, not gradually, as here, 
first one country and then another, but all in 
amomentof time. 3. He saw it at a distance. 
Such a sight the Old-Testament saints had 
of the kingdom of the Messiah; they saw it 
afar off. Thus Abraham, long before this, 
saw Christ’s day ; and, being fully persuaded 
of it, embraced it in the promise, leaving 
others to embrace it in the performance, 
Heb. xi. 13. Such a sight believers now 
have, through grace, of the bliss and glory 
of their future state. ‘The word and ordinances 
are to them what Mount Pisgah was to Moses; 
from them they have comfortable prospects 
of the glory to be revealed, and rejoice in hope 
of it. 4. He saw it, but must never enjoy 
it. As God sometimes takes his people away 
from the evil to come, so at other times he 
takes them away from the good to come, that 
is, the good which shall be enjoyed by the 
church in the present world. Glorious things 
are spoken of the kingdom of Christ in the 
latter days, its advancement, enlargement, 
and flourishing state ; we foresee it, but we 
are not likely to live to see it. ‘Those that 
shall come after us, we hope, will enter that 
promised land, which is a comfort to us 
when we find our own carcases falling in this 
wilderness. See 2 Kings vii. 2. 5. He saw 
all this just before his death. Sometimes 
God reserves the brightest discoveries of his 
grace to his people to be the support of their 
dying moments. Canaan was Inmanuel’s 
land (Isa. viii. 8), so that in viewing it he had 


a view of the blessings we enjoy by Christ., 


It was a type of heaven (Heb. xi. 16), which 
faith is the substance and evidence of. Note, 
Those may leave this world with a great deal 
of cheerfulness that die in the faith of Christ, 
and in the hope of heaven, and with Canaan 
in theireye. Having thus seen the salvation 
of God, we may well say; Lord, now let thou 
thy servant depart in peace. 


5 So Moses the servant of the Lorp 
died there in the land of Moab, ac- 
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cording to the word of the Lorp. G|and his peopie were in an unsettled, condi- 


And he buried him ìn a valley in the 
land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: 
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre 
unto this day. 7 And Moses was a 
hundred and twenty years old when 
he died: his eye was not dim, nor his 
natural force abated. 8 And the 
children of Israel wept for Moses in 
the plains of Moab thirty days: so 
the days of weeping and mourning 
for Moses were ended. 


Here is, I. The death of Moses (v. 5): 
Moses the servant of the Lord died. God 
told him he must not go over Jordan, and, 
though at first he prayed earnestly for the 
reversing of the sentence, yet God’s answer 
to his prayer sufficed him, and now he spoke 
no more of that matter, ch. iii. 26. Thus our 
blessed Saviour prayed that the cup might 
pass from him, yet, since it might not, he 
acquiesced with, Father, thy will be done. 
Moses had reason to desire to live a while 
longer in the world. He was old, it is true, 
but he had not yet attained to the years of the 
life of his fathers ; his father Amram lived to 
be 137; his grandfather Kohath 133; his 
great grandfather Levi 137; Exod. vi. 16—20. 
And why must Moses, whose life was more 
serviceable than any of theirs, die at 120, 
especially since he felt not the decays of age, 
but was as fit for service as ever? Israel 
could ill spare him at this time; his conduct 
and his converse with God would be as great 
a happiness to them in the conquest of 
Canaan as the courage of Joshua. It bore 
hard upon Moses himself, when he had gone 
through all the fatigues of the wilderness, to 
be prevented from enjoying the pleasures of 
Canaan ; when he had borne the burden and 
heat of the day, to resign the honour of 
finishing the work to another, and that not 
his son, but his servant, who must enter into 
his labours. We may suppose that this was 
not pleasant to flesh and blood. But the 
man Moses was very meek ; God will have it 
so, and he cheerfully submits 1. He is here 
called the servant of the Lord, not only asa 
good man (all the saints are God’s servants), 
but as a useful man, eminently useful, who 
had served God’s counsels in bringing Israel 
out of Egypt, and leading them through the 
wilderness. It was more his honour to be 
the servant of the Lord than to be king in 
Jeshurun. 2. Yet he dies. Neither his piety 
nor his usefulness would exempt him from 
the stroke of death. God’s servants must 
die that they may rest from their labours, 
receive their recompence, and make room for 
others. When God’s servants are removed, 
and must serve him no longer on earth, they 
go to serve him better, to serve him day and 
night in his temple. 3. He dies in the land 
of Moab, short of Canaan, while as yet he 
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tion and had not entered into their rest. Ir 
the heavenly Canaan there will be no more 
death. 4. He dies according to the word of 
the Lord. At the mouth of the Lord ; so the 
word is. The Jews say, “ with a kiss from 
the mouth of God.” No doubt, he died very 
easily (it was an evOavacia—a delightful 
death), there were no bands in his death; 
and he had in his death a most pleasing taste 
of the love of God to him: bit that he died 
at the mouth of the Lord means no more but 
that he died in compliance with the will of 
God. Note, The servants of the Lord, when 
they have done all their other work, must die 
at last, in obedience to their Master, and be 
freely willing to go home whenever he sends 
for them, Acts xxi. 13. 

Il. His burial, v. 6. It is a groundless 
conceit of some of the Jews that Moses was 
translated to heaven as Elijah was, for it is 
expressly said he died and was buried ; yet 
probably he was raised to meet Elias, to grace 
the solemnity of Christ’s transfiguration. J 
God himself buried him, namely, by the mı- 
nistry of angels, which made this funeral, 
though very private, yet very magnificent. 
Note, God takes care of the dead bodies of 
his servants; as their death is precious, so is 
their dust, not a grain of it shall be lost, but 
the covenant with it shall be remembered. 
When Moses was dead, God buried him; 
when Christ was dead, God raised him, for 
the law of Moses was to have an end, but not 
the gospel of Christ. Believers are dead to 
the law that they might be married to another, 
even fo him who is raised from the dead, Rom. 
vi. 4. It should seem Michael, that is, 
Christ (as some think), had the burying of 
Moses, for by him the Mosaical ordinances 
were abolished and taken out of the way, 
nailed to his cross, and buried in his grave, 
Col. ii. 14. 2. He was buried in a valley 
over against Beth-peor. How easily could the 
angels that buried him have conveyed him 
over Jordan and buried him with tne patri- 
archs in the cave of Machpelah! But we 
must learn not to be over-solicitous about 
the place of our burial. If the soul be at 
rest with God, the matter is not great where 
the body rests. One of the Chaldee para- 
phrasts says, “ He was buried over against 
Beth-peor, that, whenever Baal-peor boasted 
of the Israelites being joined to him, the 
grave of Moses over against his temple might 
be a check to him.” 3. The particular place 
was not known, lest the children of Israel, 
who were so very prone to idolatry, should 
have enshrined and worshipped the dead 
body of Moses, that great founder and bene- 
factor of their nation. It is true we read not, 
among all the instances of their idolatry, that 
they worshipped relics, the reason of which 
perhaps was because they were thus pre- 
vented from worshipping Moses, and se 
could not for shame worship any other. 
Some of the Jewish writers say that the body 
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of Moses was concealed, that necromancers, 
who enquired of the dead, might not disquiet 
him, as the witch of Endor did Samuel, to 
bring him up. God would not have the name 
and memory of his servant Moses thus 
abused. Many think this was the contest 
between Michael and the devil about the body 
of Moses, mentioned Jude 9. The devil would 
make the place known that it might be a 
snare to the people, and Michael would not 
jet him. ‘Those therefore who are for giving 
divine honours to the relics of departed saints 
side with the devil against Michael our prince. 

IEI. His age, v. 7. His life was prolonged, 
1. Tooldage. He was 120 years old, which, 
though far short of the years of the patriarchs, 
yet much exceeded the years of most of his 
contemporaries, for the ordinary age of man 
had been lately reduced to seventy, Ps. xc. 10. 
The years of the life of Moses were three 
forties. The first forty he lived a courtier, 
at ease and in honour in Pharaoh’s court; 
the second forty he lived a poor desolate 
shepherd in Midian; the third forty he lived 
a king in Jeshurun, in honour and power, 
but encumbered with a great deal of care 
and toil: so changeable is the world we live 
in, and alloyed with such mixtures; but the 
world before us is unmixed and unchange- 
able. 2. To a good old age: His eye was 
not dim (as Isaac’s, Gen. xxvii. 1, and Jacob’s, 
Gen. xlviii. 10), nor was his natural force 
abated; there was no decay either of the 
strength of his body or of the vigour and 
activity of his mind, but he could still speak, 
and write, and walk as well as ever. His un- 
derstanding was as clear, and his memory 
as strong, as ever. “His visage was not 
wrinkled,” say some of the Jewish writers ; 
“he had lost never a tooth,” say others; and 
many of them expound it of the shining of 
his face (Exod. xxxiv. 30), that that continued 
to the last. This was the general reward of 
his services; and it was in particular the ef- 
fect of his extraordinary meekness, for that 
is a grace which is, as much as any other, 
health to the navel and marrow to the bones. 
Of the moral law which was given by Moses, 
though the condemning power be vacated to 
true believers, yet the commands are still 
binding, and will be to the end of the world ; 
the eye of them is not waxen dim, for they 
shall discern the thoughts and intents of the 
heart, nor is their natural force or obligation 
abated, but still we are under the law to Christ. 

IV. The solemn mourning that there was 
for him, v. 8. It is a debt owing to the sur- 
viving honour of deceased worthies to follow 
them with our tears, as those who loved and 
valued them, are sensible of our loss of them, 
and are truly humbled for those sins which 
have provoked God to deprive us of them; 
for penitential tears very fitly mix with these. 
Observe, 1. Who the mourners were: The 
children of Israel. ‘They all conformed to 
the ceremony, whatever it was, though some 
of them perhaps, who were ill-affected to 
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his government, were but mock-mourners; 
yet we may suppose there were those among 
them who had formerly quarrelled with him 
and his government, and perhaps had been 
of those who spoke of stoning him, who now 
were sensible of their loss, and heartily la- 
mented him when he was removed from them, 
though they knew not how to value him when 
he was withthem. Thus those who had mur- 
mured were made to learn doctrine, Isa. xxix. 
24. Note, The loss of good men, especially 
good governers, is to be much lamented and 
laid to heart: those are stupid who do not 
consider it. 2. How long they mourned: 
Thirty days. So long the formality lasted, 
and we may suppose there were some in 
whom the mourning continued much longer. 
Yet the ending of the days of weeping and 
mourning for Moses is an intimation that, 
how great soever our losses have been, we 
must not abandon ourselves to perpetual 
grief; we must suffer the wound at least to 
heal up in time. If we hope to go to heaven 
rejoicing, why should we resolve to go to the 
grave mourning? The ceremonial law of 
Moses is dead and buried in the grave of 
Christ ; but the Jews have not yet ended the 
days of their mourning for it. 


9 And Joshua the son of Nun was 
full of the spirit of wisdom; for Mo- 
ses had laid his hands upon him: and 
the children of Israel hearkened unto 
him, and did as the Lorn commanded 
Moses. 10 And there arose not a 
prophet since in Israel like unto Mo- 
ses, whom the Lorp knew face to 
face, 11 In all the signs and the 
wonders, which the Lorp sent him 
to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, 
and to all his servants, and to all his 
land, 12 And in all that mighty hand, 
and in all the great terror which Mo- 
ses showed in the sight of all Israel. 


We have here a very honourable enco. 
mium passed both on Moses and Joshua; 
each has his praise, and should have. It is 
ungrateful so to magnify our living friends 
as to forget the merits of those that are gone, 
to whose memories there is a debt of honour 
due: all the respect must not be paid to the 
rising sun; and, on the other hand, it is un- 
just so tocry up the merits of those that are 
gone as to despise the benefit we have in 
those that survive and succeed them. Let 
God be glorified in both, as here. 

1. Joshua is praisedas a man admirably qua. 
lified for the work to which he was called, v. 9 
Moses brought Israel to the borders of Canaan 
and then died and left them, to signify that 
the law made nothing perfect, Heb. vii. 19. It 
brings men into a wilderness of conviction, 
but not into the Canaan of rest and settled 
peace. It is an honour reserved for Joshva 
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(our Lord Jesus, of whom Joshua was a type) 
to do that for us which the law could not do, 
tn that it was weak through the flesh, Kom. 
vill. 3. Through him we enter into rest, the 
spiritual rest of conscience and eternal rest 
in heaven. Three things concurred to clear 
Jeshna’s call to this great undertaking :—1. 
God fitted him for it: He was full of the 
spirit of wisdom; and so he had need who 
had such a peevish people to rule, and such 
a politic people to conquer. Conduct is as 
requisite in a general as courage. Herein 
Joshua was a type of Christ, in whom are 
hidden the treasures of wisdom. 2. Moses, 
by the divine appointment, had ordained him 
to it: He had laid his hands upon him, so 
substituting him to be his successor, and 
praying to God to qualify him for the service 
to which he had called him; and this comes 
in as a reason why God gave him a more 
than ordinary spirit of wisdom, because his 
designation to the government was God’s 
own act (those whom God employs he will 
in some measure make fit for the employ- 
ment) and because this was the thing that 
Moses had asked of God for him when he 
laid his hands on him. When the bodily 
presence of Christ withdrew from his church, 
he prayed the Father to send another Com- 
forter, and obtained what he prayed for. 3. 
The people cheerfully owned him and sub- 
mitted to him. Note, An interest in the af- 
fections of people isa great advantage, anda 
great encouragement to those that are called 
to public trusts of what kind soever. It was 
also a great mercy to the people that when 
Moses was dead they were not as sheep hav- 
ing no shepherd, but had one ready among 
them in whom they did unanimously, and 
night with the highest satisfaction, acquiesce. 

II. Moses is praised (v. 10—12), and with 
good reason. 

1. He was indeed a very great man, espe- 
cially upon two accounts :—(1.) His intimacy 
with the God of nature: God knew him face 
to face, and so he knew God. See Num. xi. 
S. He saw more of the glory of God than 
anv (at least of the Old-Testament saints) 
ever did. He had more free and frequent 
access to God, and was spoken to not in 
dreams, and visions, and slumberings on the 
bed, but when he was awake and standing 
before the cherubim. Other prophets, when 
God appeared and spoke to them, were 
struck with terror (Dan. x. 7), but Moses, 
whenever he received a divine revelation, 
preserved his tranquillity. (2.) His interest 
and power in the kingdom of nature. The 
miracles of judgment he wrought in Egypt 
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before Pharaoh, and the miracles of mercy ke 
wrought in the wilderness before Isracl, 
served to demonstrate that he was a particu- 
lar favourite of Heaven, and had an extra- 
ordinary commission to act as he did on this 
earth. Never was there any man whom Is- 
rael had more reason to love, or whom the 
enemies of Israel had more reason to fear. 
Observe, The historian calls the miracles 
Moses wrought signs and wonders, done with 
a mighty hand and great terror, which may 
refer to the terrors of Mount Sinai, by which 
God fully ratified Moses’s commission and 
demonstrated it beyond exception to be di- 
vine, and this in the sight of all Israel. 

2. He was greater than any other of the 
prophets of the Old Testament. Though 
they were men of great interest in heaven 
and great influence upon earth, yet they were 
none of them to be compared with this great 
man; none of them either so evidenced or 
executed a commission from heaven as Mo- 
ses did. This encomium of Moses seems to 
have been written long after his death, yet 
then there had not arisen any prophet like 
unto Moses, nor did there arise any such be- 
tween that period and the sealing up of the 
vision and prophecy. By Moses God gave 
the law, and moulded and formed the Jewish 
church; by the other prophets he only sent 
particular reproofs, directions, and predic- 
tions. The last of the prophets concludes 
with a charge to remember the law of Moses, 
Mal. iv. 4. Christ himself often appealed to 
the writings of Moses, and vouched him for 
a witness, as one that saw his day at a dis- 
tance and spoke of him. But, as far as the 
other prophets came short of him, our Lord 
Jesus went beyond him. His doctrine was 
more excellent, his miracles were more illus- 
trious, and his communion with his Father 
was more intimate, for he had lain in his 
bosom from eternity, and by him God does 
now in these last days speak to us. Moses 
was faithful as a servant, but Christ as a Son. 
The history of Moses leaves hiin buried in 
the plains of Moab, and concludes with the 
period of his government; but the history ot 
our Saviour leaves him sitting at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, and we are as- 
sured that of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end. The apostle, in 
his epistle to the Hebrews, largely proves the 
pre-eminence of Christ above Moses, as a 
good reason why we that are Christians 
should be obedient, faithful, and constant, to 
that holy religion which we make profession 
of. God, by his grace, make us all so! 


PRINTED BY BALLANTYNE, HANSON AND CO. 
EDINBURGH AND LONDON 


| 


Acme Library Card Pock 


University of Toront 
Library 
LOWE-MARTIN CO. LiMn 


Sy 
O 
Z, 
Ọ 
A 


REMOVE 
THE 
CARD 
FROM 
POCKET 


WUAMOUUNOT AO AWVN LYA 


("qheq="Uen) *T “TO, “Juauiegsey 
m2 PUG PTO 4} FO UO F4FSOdxe uy 
MOUZZey SATUeY 
STqTd 


80rd 


